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Coul Farm, Inverness-shire: Proposed Woodland Creation 
  
Archaeological Evaluation 

 

 

1.0  Background 

This evaluation covers an area of proposed enclosure for new planting on the esat side of the Markie 
Burn in Glen Markie, in Inverness-shire. The scheme consists of one block of native woodland 
planting, 59.34Ha in size. 

The Forests and Archaeology Guidelines, produced by the Forestry Authority, recommend that: 
 

 No new planting should occur on archaeological sites. Normally an unplanted area should 
extend for at least 20m beyond the outermost recognised feature of the site 

 Where groups of archaeological features are close together they should be incorporated into a 
larger area of open space 

 Fence lines should not cross the archaeological sites 

 Archaeological sites should not be used as a source for stone or other materials 
 
In addition, it is generally accepted that the best management practice for archaeological features is 
light grazing, to prevent the features from being obscured or damaged by vegetation growth within 
fenced areas even if the site is left clear of tree planting. Where the site is close to the perimeter fence, 
the fence line should be altered to exclude the site. 
 
The proposed planting area contains one Scheduled Ancient Monument, with associated field systems 
and small features dating to the post-mediaeval period. This evaluation will more precisely define the 
Boundary of the Scheduled site  and the extents of associated minor features and 
field systems. 
 
 

2.0  Archaeological Background 
 

2.1 Sites with statutory protection 

 
There are no scheduled ancient monuments, listed buildings or designed landscapes within the 
proposed planting area. One SAM is located in a prominent location on the end of the ridge to the 
south of Glen Markie: 
 

 SAM Ref.4361, Dun da Lamh, fort: this site will not be directly affected by the proposed 
planting scheme, but there may be a visual impact from the alteration of open ground to 
forestry. However, the SAM itself is already surrounded by coniferous plantings, and there 
are several planting blocks on both sides of Glen Markie, as well as modern elements such as 
the dam and pylons, including the Beauly-Denny pylon upgrade, so the added negative impact 
of any new planting will be negligible. 

 

2.2 Recorded Archaeological sites  
 
There are two archaeological sites recorded on the Highland Historic Environment Record (HER): 
 

 Glen Markie, Township at NN 5790 9560 
HER ref. MHG4663 



A deserted settlement centred NN 579 956. It consists of 5 buildings which vary from 8.5m 
and 10.5m in length, and 3.0m and 4.0m in width, with 1.0m wide walls. Also remaining are 
two circular shielings, 2.5m in diameter, and several old field walls. Visited by OS 11th 
October 1965. A township, comprising four unroofed buildings and a head-dyke is depicted 
on the 1st edition of the OS 6-inch map (Inverness-shire 1872, sheet c). Two unroofed 
buildings and the head-dyke are shown on the current edition of the OS 1:10000 map 
(1970).Information from RCAHMS (AKK) 16 July 1996. 
 

 Glen Markie, head dyke  at NN 5790 9560 
HER ref. MHG40936 
Head dyke of the above township , as recorded on the 1

st
 edition OS map 

 
 
 
 

3.0  Cartographic Evidence  
 

Roy’s Military Survey of the 1750s is the first to accurately portray post-Mediaeval settlement. 
North of the large settlement of Crathiemor, Glen Markie contains two townships to the east of the 
burn, separated by areas of cultivation and with cultivation running both up the hill to the east and 
west down to the burn. Neither township is named. North of the northern township group, no 
cultivation or settlement is indicated. 

 
John Thomson’s Atlas 1832 also shows Crathiemor, with Crathie Croy to the west of the Markie 
Burn and linked to Crathiemor by a road which crosses the burn. No other settlements are indicated in 
Glen Markie, but a mill is indicated on the east bank of the burn, south of where the road crosses.  The 
absence of settlements north of Crathie may indicate that the glen was already cleared by 1825. The 
depopulation of Strathspey took place mostly in the 1830s, but in the decade before that Kingussie 
had grown into a village through taking in the displaced families. The old farmlands had been taken 
over by military officers returning from war: Coul Farm was, in 1840, tenanted by one Colonel R. 
Macdonald, although many of the new sheep farmers soon went bankrupt. 

                 

 
The 1

st
 edition Ordnance Survey map, (Inverness-shire 1872, sheet c) shows the remains of an 

unnamed small township in the form of three buildings with an attached square enclosure, and a 
fourth building to the west and a long head dyke curving round the buildings and heading south west 
to the burn. A fifth building is located adjacent to the burn. A track runs north, branching once it has 
crossed the head dyke with the west branch crossing the burn. This is probably the route of the 
roadway recorded by Thomson in 1830. 
 
 
 
4.0 Site Description 
 
The area of proposed enclosure and planting is located on the east side of the Marke Burn in the lower 
part of Glen Markie before the glen opens out to the broad farmland of upper Strath Spey. The glen is 
broad and the ground rises gently to the east, but the river runs through a deeply cut trough which is 
most likely the result of post-glacial erosion of glacially deposited gravels. The terrace above this 
trough is dominated by grassland, the relic of former enclosure and land improvement, contrasting 
with the poor, heather and moss dominated ground east of the head dyke. One subsidiary stream 
drains through the evaluation area: the Allt Tarsuinn Beag. A modern worn vehicular route runs up 
the north side of this, and there are several circular bare patches of ground which are the sites of 
modern livestock feeding stations. The track running north through the evaluation area follows the 
same route as the 19

th
 century track, but has been upgraded and is lined in sections with grassy banks 

of excavated material. 



 

5.0  Gazetteer of Sites 

A desk-based evaluation making use of all readily available data and archive sources was followed by 
a rapid walk-over survey, carried out on 25.6.12 in sunny conditions. Sites were recorded using hand-
held GPS accurate to +/-3m 

 
1. Head Dyke  from NN 57893 95701 to NN57798 95155 

Significance: regional 
The head dyke, as recorded on the 1

st
 edition OS map, is cut by the present track, with only a 

short section surviving west of the track. This appears to terminate, and there is a gap or 
possible gateway then a short section of rubble walling, aligned E-W at NN 57887 95703 
which may be the remains of a boundary dyke running west to the stream. To the east of the 
track, the dyke is visible as a low bank, circling round the farmstead remains then running 
straight, with a ditch to the east, to meet the track just north of the ford. 
 

2. Shieling site  at NN 57926 95635 
Significance: regional 
A group of two huts, an L-shaped building and a  storage structure lie between the head dyke 
and a parallel dyke.  

a. Dyke from NN 57926 95636 to NN 57934 95630 
b. Storage structure at NN 57926 95636. Rectangular setting of rubble measuring internally 

1.5m by 0.6m, adjacent to the west end of the dyke 
c. L-shaped building at NN 57930 95651. Low rubble footings, the larger part of the building is 

aligned NE-SW. There are no obvious internal partitions. This is not a typical shieling 
structure 

d. Hut at NN 57916 95656. Footings, consisting of a single row of stones, of a rectangular 
building aligned NW-SE. This is most likely the remains of a small shieling hut, which may 
pre-date the farmstead 

e. Hut at NN 57913 95644. Footings of a slightly larger building, also aligned NW-SE, with 
prominent stones set in the NW gable 
This group, although within the head dyke, may not be contemporary with the farmstead. The 
two huts and storage structure are typical of shielings and may be associated with the 
township of Crathie 

 
 

3. Farmstead at NN 57963 95544 
Significance: regional 
These are the remains of the farmstead recorded on the HER , MHG4663, and on the 1

st
 

edition OS map of 1870. The group consists of four buildings and a square enclosure to the 
west of the head dyke. Only three of the buildings are shown on the 1870 map. The fourth is 
indistinct and consists of grass-covered footings to the south east of the most southern 
recorded building. Three of the buildings are aligned E-W while the fourth, northernmost, is 
attached to the  west side of the square enclosure 
 
 

4. Building, area of cultivation at NN 57874 95579 
Significance: regional 
Rubble footings of a two-compartment building on the west side of the track, aligned NW-SE 
and corresponding to the single unroofed building recorded at this location on the 1

st
 edition 

OS map. North of the building, a rubble dyke runs north to NN 57862 95664, then turns west 



and runs indistinctly down the slope, enclosing an area, now dominated by bracken, of former 
cultivation 
 
 

5. Farmstead, area of cultivation at NN 57908 95497 
Significance: regional 
The indistinct, possibly robbed footings of a long building aligned E-W and approximately 
23m in length occupy a slight rise at the north end of an oval area of improved ground 
enclosed by a low bank. Other low mounds north of the long building may represent the 
remains of other structures.  
 

6. Dyke, area of cultivation, rigs  at NN 57778 95433 
Significance: local 
An enclosed area of former cultivation containing, in its northern part, the faint traces of rigs, 
bounded to the east by the track and to the west by a low, faint bank running along the edge of 
the terrace. South of the modern post and wire fence the vegetation reverts from grassland to 
heather, but the enclosing dyke becomes more distinct, curving round to join the track where 
it fords the stream 
 
 

7. Trackway from NN 57787 95352 to NN 57798 95155 
Significance: local 
The faint remains of a worn track leading from the present track down to a crossing place on 
the burn, corresponding to the route marked on Thomson’s 1830 map and on the 1870 1

st
 

edition OS map 
 
 

8. Bank, dyke  at NN 57922 95187  
Significance: local 
A low grass-covered bank with a rubble core runs back from the north side of the Allt 
Tarsuinn Beag for about 15m, then becomes indistinct where the modern vehicle route passes. 
This may be the remaining section of a boundary bank of an enclosed cultivation area 
adjacent to the stream 
 
 

9. Shieling-type storage structure  at NN 57958 95202 
Significance: local 
A roughly circular setting of large stones, with a hollow centre measuring approximately 
0.8m in diameter is located on the edge of the terrace north of the Allt Tarsuinn Beag in an 
area of bracken. This is a typical shieling storage structure, used for dairy utensils and 
produce and would normally be associated with shieling huts, although none were noted at 
this location. This is too close to the parent settlement to be a shieling site, unless the use of 
the glen for shielings pre-dates its permanent settlement. 

 
10. Bank, dyke  at NN 57795 94992 

Significance: local 
A turf and rubble bank runs down the west bank of the small stream, then crosses and rises to 
meet the track, but was not  noted on the east side of the track 
 
 

 

6.0  Discussion 

 
As well as the ten archaeological sites listed above, there are other areas of improved ground, 
although these are not so clearly defined by boundary banks, for example at NN 57697 95120 and at 



NN 57837 95265. The latter area contains faint traces of rig cultivation. These cultivation areas are all 
west of the head dyke, as are all the buildings located during this survey. There do appear to be two 
main settlement areas, sites 3 and 5, which may correspond to the two recorded on Roy’s map of the 
1750s, but neither is large enough to be defined as a township. Rather, they have the appearance of 
two farmsteads consisting of one dwelling and associated barns and byres. 
 
Historical evidence suggests that Glen Markie was cleared to make way for a sheep farm, probably at 
some date after 1815. There is no archaeological evidence for 19

th
 century sheep farming activities 

and all the sites listed above pre-date the clearance, although they may not be contemporary. Sites 2 
and 9 may be shieling features associated with Crathie at a date when the glen was not permanently 
settled. 
 
Protection of the archaeological record is best served by exclusion from planting and the continuation 
of grazing. The recommended mitigation is, therefore, to remove all the area west of the head dyke 
from the planting scheme. Should this prove impractical, sites 2, 3, 4, 5 and 8/9 should be excluded 
from planting within exclusion zones extending 20m beyond the visible remains. The linear features, 
particularly site 1, the dyke associated with the building at site 4, the southern part of site 6, sites 7 
and 8 should be protected within corridors at least 5m wide. 
 
No recommendation is made for the protection of all the cultivation areas, which, although evidence 
for early land use, are otherwise of limited archaeological interest. However, it would be advisable to 
maintain a visual contact between the building groups by leaving open ground between sites 2, 3 and 
5. 
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Appendix 1. Photographic Archive (digital) 

 

Photo no. Site no. Description Viewpoint 

1 1 Head dyke, running SSW from building groups, with ditch 
on left side. In the background, on the left of the ridge, is 
the scheduled site of Dun da Lamh 

From NNE 

2 1 Head dyke, termination immediately west of track From NW 

3 1 Head dyke, termination west of track (foreground) with 
rubble bank running E-W in background, in front of 
terrace edge 

From SE 

4 1 Head dyke, on left, and E-W rubble bank on right. Gap 
between the two may be a gateway 

From NE 

mailto:cathydagg@gmail.com


5 2 Feature b. sub-rectangular storage structure in bracken 
area immediately north of section of dyke, feature a. 

From W 

6 2 Feature b. sub-rectangular storage structure in bracken 
area immediately north of section of dyke, feature a. 

From E 

7 2 Feature c. L-shaped building with head dyke immediately 
behind 

From S 

8 2 Feature c. L-shaped building, west arm in foreground From W 
9 2 Feature d. shieling-type hut From S 

10 2 Feature e. Larger shieling type hut From E 
11 2 Feature e. In foreground, with feature d. behind From S 

12 3 Farmstead: enclosure, prominent north wall with ditch on 
left (north) running towards head dyke 

From W 

13 3 Farmstead, building attached to west side of enclosure, 
with other buildings behind 

From NNW 

14 3 Farmstead, building attached to west side of enclosure, 
with other buildings behind 

From N 

15 3 Farmstead, building attached to south side of enclosure, 
with head dyke behind 

From NW 

16 3 Farmstead, building, central of three aligned E-W, with 
head dyke behind 

From NW 

17 3 Farmstead, building, central of three aligned E-W From WNW 

18 3 Farmstead, building, central of three aligned E-W From E 
19 3 Farmstead, indistinct footings of third E-W aligned 

building south of others 
From W 

20 3 Farmstead, indistinct footings of third E-W aligned 
building south of others, with head dyke behind 

From WSW 

21 4 Isolated single building west of track From SE 
22 4 Isolated single building west of track From N 

23 5 View from farmstead, site 3, to building remains on 
grassy knoll, centre 

From NE 

24 5 Indistinct remains of long building, view along building 
from E gable end 

From E 

25 5 Long building, stones of east gable end From W 
26 5 Small stone setting adjacent to long building From S 

27 7 Trackway, runs back from centre foreground and curves 
to notches in near horizons 

From NW 

28 6 Turf and rubble dyke, south of modern fence, curving 
from bottom right to track far left 

From N 

29 8 Short section of low bank running NW from stream, cut 
by vehicle tracks 

From NE 

30 8 Short section of low bank running NW from stream From E 
31 9 Shieling –type storage structure, circular rubble setting From NE 

32 9 Shieling –type storage structure, circular rubble setting From SW 

 

 

 




