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1 Summary 
 
This report presents the results of the excavations conducted between 2006 – 2010 and a 
preliminary discussion of finds recovered in 2010 at Applecross Broch, Wester Ross, Highlands 
(National Grid Reference NG 71183 44331).  The Applecross Broch site was first investigated 
in 2005 by Wessex Archaeology for presentation on the television programme Time Team.  This 
resulted in the formation of Applecross Archaeology Society, who initiated the Applecross 
Broch Community Archaeology Project with assistance from local professional archaeologists.   
 
The fieldwork revealed the remains of a complex structure, which had undergone multiple 
phases of occupation and re-use during the Iron Age culminating in a final period of occupation 
sometime between the mid-4th to mid-6th centuries. The main structure, a complex roundhouse, 
was in use by the end of the 1st century.  It post-dated an earlier circular stone building, 
possibly a roundhouse, which had also been built over another structure.  During occupation, a 
‘souterrain’ entrance had been added to the northwest side of the outer wall and a passage dug 
through the base of the building.  On the southeast side of the structure, a lintel-covered 
passage had been backfilled and used as a causeway to the site.  Near the centre of the site, a 
stone-walled underground passage (built before mid-4th-mid 3rd century BC) lay below the 
upstanding buildings.  The two underground passages may have been souterrains.  
 
The fieldwork also uncovered a cist and a metal-working feature northwest of the structures and 
evidence that at least one earlier ditch partially enclosed the site.  Post-excavation specialist 
work is currently being undertaken on the finds and samples. 
 

2       Introduction 

2.1 General information  
 

This is a report on the archaeology uncovered on the Applecross Broch site as part of the 
Applecross Broch Community Archaeology Project, which took place during six seasons of 
fieldwork from 2006-2010.  This report is about the archaeological remains uncovered and 
includes a discussion of the results of the fieldwork.  Specific contextual and descriptive 
data about contexts, features and finds can be found in the appendices.  A compilation of site 
photographs is intended as an enclosure disc with this report.  Further information on the 
site is held in the project archive, which includes the complete stratigraphic matrix from the 
site, all plans and records, level data, photographs and the Time Team project results. 
 

2.2 Project team and specialists 
 

The 2006-2010 excavations were instigated and developed principally by Nick and James 
Goldthorpe and Owen Kilbride alongside the Applecross Archaeology Society.  They 
oversaw the organisation and continuation of the dig.  The 2006-2007 seasons of digging 
and reporting were overseen by John Wood.  Local archaeologist Cathy Dagg directed all 
six seasons of fieldwork, assisted by archaeologists Gemma Shannahan in 2006-2007, Mary 
Peteranna in 2006, 2008-2010 and Cait McCullagh in 2008-2010.  Post-excavation work has 
been mostly carried over to the end of the project and is currently being completed by 
Beverly Ballin-Smith (ceramics), Orlene McIlfatrick (ceramics), Fraser Hunter (small finds) 
at National Museums Scotland with the help of Gemma Cruickshanks (metal-working 
residues) and Dawn McLaren (coarse stone tools), Jo Mackenzie (sediments) and John 
Summers (charcoal identification) of Bradford University and Jacqui Mulville (faunal 
remains) of Cardiff University. 
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2.3 Note from the author 

 This community archaeology project has had exciting and unexpected results, the product of 
 complete dedication by local community members.  Despite the successes of the project, 
 there were challenges along the way, mostly due to over-stretched funding and unavoidable 
 changes in staff.  As such, compiling six seasons of data has been a challenge.  The author 
 has attempted to present the data and a carefully considered interpretation of it when 
 possible.  The plans and photographs have been prepared using the 2006-2010 site records 
 and are intended to illustrate the structural elements and stratigraphy of the site.  It is hoped 
 that this report will be considered an accurate summary of the project results and that it will 
 provide a useful report for any future excavations.  There is still much scope for 
 interpretation and analysis in order to fully understand individual aspects of the site and its 
 significance in Atlantic Scotland.  
 
3 Location 
 
3.1 Site location and geology 

 
 The village of Applecross is located on the western coast of the Applecross Peninsula in the 
 northwest Highlands of Scotland.  The small residential community is situated next to a 
 natural harbour that opens into the Inner Sound of Skye and faces the Isle of Raasay and Isle 
 of Skye to the west.  The Sound of Skye borders Applecross to the north and west, and 
 although Applecross is isolated from the adjoining mainland by mountainous terrain to east 
 and southeast, its situation places it ideally along prehistoric sea routes.    
 
 The site, known locally as Applecross Broch, is centred at Ordnance Survey NGR NG 
 71183 44331 on the raised beach site where Applecross Campsite is located.  It was 
 constructed on the southeastern end of a low ridge of glacially-formed material, sitting at 
 about 40m OD and less than 200 metres from the present coastline.  Its location gives it an 
 outstanding vantage point with a continuous viewshed arcing from southwest to northeast. 

 

Figure 1  Landscape situation of Applecross (Contains Ordnance Survey data Crown copyright and  
  database rights (2012)  



Applecross Broch Community Archaeology Project 
Data Structure Report on the 2006-2010 Excavations 

  13  
 

 
Figure 2  Location of Applecross Broch 
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3.2 Archaeological and historical background 
 
 Applecross, in Gaelic, Abercrossan - mouth of the River Crossan, has another ancient name, 
 Comrich or Comaraich—a Gaelic derivation meaning protection, implying that this was a 
 land on which one could seek immunity (MacQueen, 1792 and McRae, 1836).  Applecross 
 is well-known as being the centre for the foundation of an early Christian community in the 
 early Medieval Period.  In 673 AD, St. Maelrubha is believed to have founded a monastery 
 (NMRS #NG74NW1) at the eastern end of Applecross Bay.  It was later reported to have 
 been raided by Vikings.  On the northwest side of Applecross Bay, a possible roundhouse 
 settlement (Rubha na Guailne, HHER No. MHG7689) is located south of the rock shelter at 
 Sand, which had been occupied from the Mesolithic through later prehistoric periods.    
  
 In the wider landscape, several rock shelters along the west coast of the Applecross 
 peninsula, the islands to the south and Isle of Raasay to west contained occupation material 
 dating throughout the Iron Age period (Hardy and Wickham-Jones, 2007).  Dun Borrodale, 
 an oval-shaped broch ruin, located on the western side of the south end of  Raasay, is a close 
 neighbour to Applecross across the Inner Sound of Skye. 
 
 In the Old Statistical Account of 1791-99 (Vol. 3, 378-9), Rev. MacQueen may have 
 described part of the site:  

 
 In the district of Applecross are the remains of a subterraneous house, of which there 
 is still a part entire.  It was of considerable length, four feet wide, and four feet deep, 
 regularly faced with stone and covered with flags, which were overlaid with turf, so 
 as to be on a level with the surrounding ground.  The passage was at one of the ends, 
 which, if covered with a turf or a bundle of heather, would elude all search.  From 
 the construction of these houses, it is more likely, that they were the receptacles of 
 plunder, and the fences of real property, than the habitations of men.  Near the house 
 are the ruins of a Danish dun.  All of the same description along the coast, served as 
 so many centinels to the Western Isles, who, by the signal of a torch, could give an 
 early intimation to their nearer insular friends, of any approaching danger, which 
 being in like manner communicated from one Dun to another, the alarm would in a 
 moment become general (MacQueen, 1792: 378-9). 
 

 At the time of the OSA, the site location was known as ‘Borrodale’, a Norse derivation for 
 ‘stronghold valley (Watson 1904).’   
 
 In the New Statistical Account of 1834-45, McRae describes the underlying geology of the 
 parish of Applecross as red sandstone, gneiss and quartz.  He also notes that there is plenty 
 of limestone in Applecross but can be had cheaper from Broadford on Skye.  McRae 
 also reports that good quality copper ore is in the copper mine at Kishorn on the east side  of 
 the peninsula and that several caves in the parish are said to have been used by smugglers 
 (McRae, 1836).   
 
 The First Edition Ordnance Survey 6-inch map does not depict the broch site, but does show 
 a track running across the centre of the broch ridge, connecting the Mains of Applecross to 
 the village on the shoreline.  More recently, the site was recorded by the Ordnance Survey 
 and the Highland Council Archaeology Unit (NMRS #NG74SW 2, Highland HER# 
 MHG7680) and in 2005 it was labelled a broch by Time Team archaeologists. 
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4 Objectives 

4.1 The overall aims (Wood, 2006) of the archaeology programme were: 

• To determine and record the character, extent, condition, date and significance of the  
 latest phase of occupation of the site 
 
• To underpin proposals for site conservation, interpretation and presentation 
 
• To encourage the widest possible inclusion of local people in the discovery,  
 discussion and outcome of the project, and to develop practical, research,  
 educational, social and economic benefits for the community as a whole 
 

4.2 The specific objectives were: 

• To expose the final phase ground plan of the broch 
 

• To assess the presence and survival of later structures overlying the broch 
 
• To provide an opportunity for local people to experience and obtain training in     
       archaeological techniques and gain an understanding of their local heritage 
 
• To leave the broch as a visible and interpreted monument for the public and  
      community 
 
• To ensure that the broch is not compromised by unnecessary excavation 

 
 
5 Methodology 

5.1 Desk-based assessment 
 

An assessment of desk-based sources was undertaken.  This included the records held by the 
National Monuments Record of Scotland (NMRS), Highland Historic Environment Record 
(HHER), historical mapping, statistical accounts, aerial imagery and other literary and 
archival resources. 
 

5.2 Excavation and recording 
 
 During the 2010 field season, open area excavation was conducted on the broch mound after 

removing terram from the four quadrants dug in previous seasons.  Open area excavation 
was also conducted on the northwest side of the main structure across an area measuring 
approximately 7m NW-SE by 5m.  One trench, Trench 9, was extended to approximately 
6m NW-SE by 4m from the southeast side of the site to expose a previously known area of 
interest uncovered in 2009.  Four small investigative ‘sondages’ or sections between 1-1.5m 
wide were taken below the outermost wall faces to northwest, north, southeast and 
southwest of the main structure in order to investigate stratigraphic relationships.  All 
excavation was conducted by hand, based on standard stratigraphic principles.   

 
Recording was undertaken using standard recording sheets, plan / section drawings, 
levelling using a standard dumpy level and digital photography.  All work was conducted in 
accordance with the Institute for Archaeologists (IfA) Code of Conduct. 
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5.3 Sampling and finds processing 
 
 All finds and samples were recorded by trench number, context number and feature number 

(when applicable).  Samples were taken of all archaeological deposits, which were indexed 
and stored for future specialist analysis.   

 
Artefacts were cleaned and indexed during the field season and were stored for specialist 
analysis.  Provenance of special finds was recorded on plan drawing and using a standard 
dumpy level.  Sieving was not undertaken during the project due to logistical difficulties.  
Several unstratified finds were recovered from spoil during later backfilling and 
reinstatement. 
 

5.4 Fieldwork 
 

The 2010 season was preceded by five seasons of fieldwork during 2006-2009.  Four weeks 
of fieldwork were conducted during the 2010 season.  The overburden and terram were 
removed from the four quadrants of the site during two days in May 2010 prior to the 
commencement of the new season.  Two weeks of fieldwork were conducted in June 2010 
with the assistance of community volunteers, followed by two weeks of fieldwork in July 
2010 by project archaeologists and members of the archaeology society.  Excavation of the 
main structure was undertaken to uncover the final phase of occupation.  Outside of the 
main structure, two areas were investigated to the northwest and southeast. 

 
 
6 Summary of Results 

**Note: F is used in place of Feature, C is used in place of Context (i.e. F4 = Feature 4; 
C10.26 = Context 10.26) 

 
6.1 Introduction 
 
6.1.1 By uncovering the site to reveal the remains of the final phase of occupation, the excavation 

uncovered evidence of earlier structures, which has both increased our understanding of the 
complexity of the site but at the same time posed more questions about the archaeology and 
phases of occupation and re-use of the broch mound.  The term ‘broch’ has been used 
throughout the project to refer to the core structure on the mound at the centre of the site.  
The ‘broch’ has four intramural galleries, which appear to have been altered during later 
phases of rebuilding, and including a stair gallery containing four steps in situ,.  The gallery 
spaces do suggest that a broch may have once been built on the site.  However, this point is 
still unclear because the structural remains on the mound survive only to approximately 
1.5m high and there is not yet any evidence of upper floor levels.  Combined with the 
evidence of poor structural quality of some of the walling forming the final building, the 
author cannot with certainty say that a broch tower had been built on the site.  For now, the 
terms ‘broch-like building’ or ‘complex roundhouse’ (Armit, 1991) may be more 
appropriate. 

 
6.1.2 The remains of at least four earlier structures lay beneath the final building: two earlier stone 

buildings (both possible roundhouses), a stone-lined underground passage extending 
southeastward below the courtyard and an underground ditch passage which continued 
southeastward beyond the site.  Another passage, referred to as a souterrain, was built 
against the northwest outer wall and had been dug through the wall core of the final outer 
wall. 
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6.1.3 To the northwest exterior of the main structure, investigations uncovered at least one ditch 
and an area of cellular, ditch-like structures, which predated the construction of a stone-lined 
cist and a metal-working feature that contained evidence for both iron smithing and iron 
smelting (Cruickshanks, pers comm).  The stratigraphic relationship between the exterior 
and the structures on the broch mound is not fully understood, although a black occupation 
surface which formed around the external features may be contemporary with the surface 
preserved below the base of the broch-like building on the mound.   

 
 
6.2 Structural phasing on the broch mound 
 

The quality of wall construction, alignments of wall faces and stratigraphic evidence was 
examined to assess the development and changes to the broch.  During the various 
construction events, the levelling of the structure must have removed stratigraphic links.  
However, the sequence of a black organic occupation layer over a white-grey sand layer 
which covered a brown organic sandy layer (possibly an old vegetation surface) was 
identified in numerous places across the site and thus assisted in understanding the sequence 
events on the site.  Future excavation will be required to further clarify the phases of 
construction. 

 
6.2.1 Primary phases of construction 
 
 Figure 3 shows the final site plan of Applecross Broch.  The earlier structures on the site are 

visible below the main structure. 
 
6.2.1.1 The earliest structure identified on the broch mound was a stone-walled underground 

passage (F39) located below the northwest intramural gallery.  The passage entrance and a 
section of the walling at the base of the entrance were investigated in Trench 10.  It appears 
to continue southward below the southwest side of the broch courtyard.  An oval pit of 
unknown function (F40), located to the northeast of the passage entrance, also predates the 
structures on the mound. 

 
6.2.1.2 On the opposite side of the site, the entrance (F46) to a lintel-covered ditch passage (F16) 

located to the southeast side of the structure was uncovered below the broch outer wall.  
However, as discussed below, the outer wall on the southeast side of the site had been 
rebuilt more than once, confusing the sequence of events over the ditch passage.  
Furthermore, the covering slabs appear to have been used, after the passage was backfilled, 
as a causeway leading to a southeast entrance for one phase of the buildings, although it is 
unclear to which it is related.  It is also unclear when the ditch passage was in use and what 
function it served. 

 
6.2.1.3 The lowest wall footing (F36), stratigraphically the earliest, may have had an entrance (F55) 

on the west side of the broch.  The possible entrance, which was not clearly linked 
stratigraphically with the wall, consists of a wide opening with a slabbed surface between 
large boulders built over one course of stonework that continues partly on the north side and 
may continue on the south side.  The rest of the structure appears to have been removed, 
possibly incorporated into the later building, although further excavation is required to 
clarify the extent of the remains. 
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Figure 3  Final site plan (2010)  
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Figure 4  Site plan at the end of 2009 
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6.2.2 Secondary phases of construction 
 
6.2.2.1 Intermediate structure 

 
The final building on the mound was built on top of an earlier subcircular wall footing 
(F14), which at least partly overlay the earliest building foundation (F36).  This 
intermediate building footing comprised the basal courses of stonework, which are visible 
outside of the outer wall face on the southwest side of the main structure, as shown in Figure 
3.  The overall shape and type of this intermediate building, which formed the base for the 
later broch-like structure, is unclear as it was merged with and consumed by the final 
building (F64).  
 
An entrance on the southeast side of the structure may have been first constructed as part of 
the intermediate building.  Close examination of the outer wall alignments suggests that a 
section of the earliest wall alignment had been shifted to align with the intermediate wall 
(F25).  During the excavation of Trench 9, one face of walling (F48) was uncovered below 
the later wall core, forming a possible west face of an entrance passage.  The alignment of 
slabs from the lintel-covered backfilled ditch passage F16, formed a substantial causeway to 
the entrance.  The trench also revealed that only the displaced outer wall stones sat partially 
on the white sand and partially on ditch passage backfill, demonstrating how the earlier soil 
horizons had been dug disturbed during the event.  
 

6.2.2.2 The main structure: complex roundhouse 
 
A final outer wall (F65) was constructed directly on top of the intermediate building.  
During this event, the earlier structure was merged (F64) into the new outer wall on the 
west-northwest side of the broch.  The sloping batter of the wall face and the finely pinned 
drystone construction visible in the wall faces here demarks the transition point between the 
two walls.  A skin of walling was also added to the front of the old outer wall face on the 
north-northeast side of the site, which served to widen the walls of the new structure and 
create a new size and shape to the final building on the mound.   The final building diameter 
measured 9-10m internally and 15-16m externally.   

 
It is unclear what initial layout this building comprised.  The surviving, final phase internal 
walls and gallery spaces appear to have been at least partially rebuilt from the original 
building and successive layers of paved surfaces inside it suggest multiple periods of re-
occupation.  At least one phase of this broch-like building had four passages leading from 
the courtyard into intramural galleries and an entrance to northeast (Fig.3), which at some 
stage appears to have been rebuilt.  The intramural staircase gallery was located on the 
opposite side of the courtyard from the entrance.  Strangely, the four stone steps remaining 
in situ in the staircase do not appear to show significant signs of use-wear.   
 
There are indications that the northeast entrance walls had originally been symmetrically 
aligned and that the northwest passage wall was extended or the southeast passage wall 
shortened at a later date.  This would have changed the alignment of the inner walling.  It is 
also unclear when the southeast entrance was walled up.  It is a possibility that there is a 
cross-over between the construction of the final building and the use of the southeast 
entrance, and that two entrances were in use at the same time. 
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6.2.2.3 Souterrain 
 
The walled entrance to a short passage (F6) on the northwest side of the structure abutted 
the outer wall face.  The passage was constructed by digging through the outer wall core on 
the mound.  Only the northeast side of the passage had been built, using rubble walling.  It 
predates the latest phase of occupation of the building.  The souterrain, which strangely 
terminates at the earlier ‘sub-broch’ passage entrance (F39), had clearly cut through the 
sequence of deposits that formed over the earlier passage wall head. 
 

 

 

 

Figure 5  Plan of outline of the walling, intermediate phase of the final building  
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6.2.3 Final phase of occupation 
 

6.2.3.2 During the last phase of occupation of the broch, the site had been accessed by the 
northeast-facing entrance across a slabbed surface and stones placed as steps leading into the 
courtyard.  The longer northwest face in contrast to the southeast face directed the flow of 
movement to the southwest, over a surface laid with large slabs (F8), which formed 
walkways running northwest-southeast and northeast-southwest.  The intramural stair 
gallery had also been paved over completely (F50a).  The surface terminated at the 
uppermost intramural step, at the solid ‘platform’ of infilled walling between the inner and 
outer wall on west side of the broch (Fig.4).  A small possible post setting (F53) may be 
associated with later infrastructure during the final occupation.  
 

6.2.3.3 Two intramural galleries and part of a third gallery may have been in use during the final 
phase of occupation. The south gallery (F61) had been divided into three possible separate 
chambers or areas.  Inside the courtyard, at least three stone hearth settings appear to be 
contemporary with the paving and other possible post settings (F1 and F12) may be 
remnants of internal structures.  There was evidence that interior building work, or 
rebuilding, was in progress.  Two groupings of stone (F56) appear to have been laid out in 
the courtyard in preparation for use. 

 
6.2.3.4 It is unclear what caused the demise of the structure.  Sections of narrow walling and wide 

intramural spaces would have posed problems to support a structure of any height.  It is 
clear that the preservation of its structural elements is poorest in the northeast quadrant 
(Trench 4) and possibly even that the intramural gallery east may not have been in use 
during the final phase of occupation.  There may have been a catastrophic failure of the 
structure, possibly due to the steep east slope and lack of bedrock to form a solid base for 
the building foundation. 

 
 
6.3 ‘Industrial area’ – Northwest of the broch mound 
  
 The area northwest of the broch mound was targeted to investigate the original ground 
 surface and to establish the earliest activity along the ridge related to cultivation.  
 
6.3.1 Ardmarks (F37), first  noted here but also observed under the earliest phase walling on the 
 broch mound, and a number of shallow, irregularly-shaped pits and stone-lined postholes 
 were found cut into the white sand layer and the natural subsoil.  The dense occupation layer 
 (C10.26) contained a large quantity of scattered iron slag fragments and fire-cracked stone, 
 but very little animal bone.   
 
6.3.2 An intense area of iron slag with the occupation surface revealed a metal-working 
 structure (F4) defined by a setting of horizontal slabs over a hardened clay/soil bowl, filled 
 with charcoal-rich ashy-silt, which contained small fragments of iron scale.  Below the bowl 
 structure was a base of ashy deposits with large fragments of charcoal, a possible earlier
 hearth (C10.84).  A stone walled and slab-built cist (F11), which had been built to the
 southwest side of the metal-working feature, may have cut through the southwest edge of it.  
 A small amount of cremated bone and two decorated pot sherds were recovered from the 
 fill of the cist.  Both the cist and the metal-working hearth had been built over the centre of a 
 ditch, Feature 28.   
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6.3.3 The underlying u-shaped ditch (F28) had been cut vertically into the subsoil to a depth of at 
 least 0.4m.  It was aligned across the ridge and there is evidence to suggest that it originally 
 continued around the broch mound.  The ditch appears to have been open for some time and 
 infilled with thin layers of fine silts; the exposed section of it may have later been lined 
 with clay, possibly to  hold water. The uppermost ditch fill is rich in charcoal and cracked 
 cobbles and this may represent deliberate infilling to level the site.  A charcoal sample from 
 below the cist floor slabs at the base of the ditch F28 and charcoal from a deposit of metal-
 working debris were both dated to between the late 3rd-mid 1st centuries BC.  
 
 A similar ditch cut was observed on the southeast side of the mound and it may also 
 correspond with a cut identified at the edge of the sondage to the north outer wall face.  An 
 area of low resistance from the Time Team geophysical survey supports this possibility. 
 
6.3.2 Another section of a possible ditch (F21), intermittently lined with upright slabs, was 
 uncovered beyond and roughly parallel to the inner ditch (Fig.3).  It contained rough 
 sections of walling which may have been used to segment the cuts into cells (F22 and F24) 
 for an industrial use.  A possible hearth deposit at the end of one section was identified but 
 not excavated due to time constraints. The feature also continues outside of the excavated 
 area and requires further investigation.    
 
6.3.3 The stratigraphic links between the broch mound and the features in the ‘industrial area’ 
 were not clear and are not yet directly linked with the buildings on the mound.  However, 
 the radiocarbon dates do support the possibility that at least the inner ditch F28 could be 
 contemporary with the earliest building on the mound.  
 

7 Summary of features 
 
7.1 The final structure: complex roundhouse 
 

The courtyard of the structure was excavated to the last phase of occupation.  This consisted 
of organic-rich and artefact-rich deposits (primarily C10.06), surrounding three hearth 
settings, possible post/stone settings and paved surfaces.  The excavation also uncovered the 
walls of the final phase structure, which comprised an entrance to the northeast and four 
intramural galleries.  In some areas, as in the stair gallery, the northwest intramural passage 
and the southeast intramural passage, further sections were taken down below final phase 
occupation to investigate structural relationships. 
 

7.1.1 Northeast entrance 
 
7.1.1.1 The upper fill of material (C236) excavated from within the entrance passage contained a 
 well-preserved fragment of a rotary bun quern in addition to scattered animal bone and shell.  
 Three  fragments of a unique incised sandstone slab (SF07244) and a spindle whorl 
 (SF07239b) were recovered from the primary organic-rich fill (C239).  The special 
 nature of these finds, particularly the surprising find of a bun quern and the incised stone 
 with linear decoration, both in a fragmentary state, may suggest intentional deposition 
 within closing deposits.  They do, at least, represent two depositional events. 
 
7.1.1.2 The entrance is of well-built, drystone construction comprising large flat slabs, boulders and 
 pinning stones.  A surface of small flat slabs containing two sill stones formed the 
 surface of the entrance.  The northwest face of the entrance measures approximately 2m 
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 longer than the south face (Plate 1 and 2).  At the courtyard end, the wall returns toward the 
 northwest and  the inner wall face appears well-built (as inside the entrance) to a point 
 approximately 3m along the inner wall.  The southeast face of the entrance returns inside the 
 courtyard on a different alignment from the opposing inner wall.  This alignment may 
 follow the same line as the group of upright stones (F67b) built into the wall core on the 
 north side of the entrance (Fig.6).   
 
7.1.1.3 On the outside of the entrance to the northwest, the outer wall face appears to be a later 
 addition, formed by widening an earlier structure.  This extra walling abuts the large boulder 
 erratic at the northeast end of the entrance and appears to be built against the earlier outer 
 wall face (F69) visible within the wall core.  A ‘sondage’ was excavated against the outside 
 wall face to the north side of the broch.  It revealed that the original ground surface had been 
 levelled during this building event, showing the wall to have been built on a slight rubble 
 base over the natural.   
 
 On the outside of the entrance to the southeast, the outer wall face is well-built (as seen in 
 the entrance) for approximately 1m, where it bulges outward for approximately 1.5m after 
 which it is mostly reduced to a vague alignment of boulders and then degraded into a spread 
 of rubble.   
 
7.1.1.4 The wall core to either side of the entrance (F67a) was compactly built, probably as infill 
 between earlier wall alignments.  The remnant of an earlier wall alignment (F67b) on the 
 northwest side is probably the wall face of an earlier structure, and may be associated with 
 the first phase of the entrance (see 7.1.1.1).  There may be earlier walling within the wall 
 core southeast of the entrance, although the excavators were not able to confidently identify 
 the alignments. 
 
 It was also not been possible to relate these earlier wall faces (F67b and F69) to the earlier 
 building footings on the site.  At least, though, the different alignments and construction 
 events suggest that the final phase of the northeast entrance was part of later modifications 
 to a pre-existing structure. 

 
 
7.1.2 Paving (F8) 
 

During the final phase of occupation, alignments of large slabs formed slabbed walkways 
across the courtyard.  Later tree root action caused significant of disturbance to the slabs. 
 

7.1.2.1 Accessed from the entrance, where the slabbed surface led up roughly-set stone steps, the 
 the large slabs crossed the courtyard from northeast to southwest.   The surface appears to 
 have led to the southwest across the courtyard and may have continued across to the paved 
 surface (F50a) over the backfilled intramural stair gallery (Fig.6) and terminated with the 
 uppermost surviving step.  A small setting of stones at the top of the step (F53) and another 
 possible stone setting (F54) nearby against the inner wall face may suggest a timber 
 structure or timber partition had been built here.  The remnants of another slabbed path led 
 from the centre of the courtyard northwest toward the intramural gallery passage northwest 
 (F63). 

 
7.1.2.2 The surface seem to direct the access through the courtyard, possibly utilised as walkways 
 defining the flow of movement through the space, which appears may have been subdivided 
 into work areas during the final phase of occupation of the structure.  The hearths, at the 
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 same level inside the courtyard, suggest that were different occupation activities taking 
 place at the same time.   
 

   
    Plate 1  NE entrance (SW-facing)     Plate 2  NE entrance (SW-facing)  
 
 

  
   Plate 3  Hearths (F19 bottom, F49 top), facing SW     Plate 4  Hearth, Feature 2, facing SW 
 
  
7.1.3 Hearth settings 

 
7.1.3.1 Three hearth settings (F2, F19, and F49) inside the courtyard, which are associated with the 

final phase of  occupation of the structure, were identified in 2007.  Feature 49 was 
excavated during the 2007 field season, while the other settings remain in situ.  During the 
2010 fieldwork, a fourth and earlier hearth setting (F27) was partially revealed underlying 
the Feature 19 hearth.  Nearly identical in construction, the hearths are subrectangular in 
shape and are defined by small upright sandstone slabs surrounding horizontal sandstone 
slabs (Fig. 6, Plate 3 and 4).  A hazelnut shell from residue (C10.33) adhering to the base of 
one hearth (Feature 2) has been radiocarbon dated to 340-540 AD cal 2-sigma.   

 
7.1.3.2 Also in 2010, another possible setting of four horizontal slabs (F15) near the east inner wall 

of the courtyard was identified as another hearth or work area.  A small, discrete deposit of 
small quartz pebbles was found to one side of the feature and vitrified clay adhered to the 
base of the slabs.  One suggestion is that the area may have been used for ceramics 
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manufacture.  Another similar setting, located in the northeast end of the northwest 
intramural gallery, comprising an arc of small sandstone slabs (F72), was uncovered at the 
same horizon as the gallery floor surface (C10.60).   Deposits of soft clay and fragments of 
fired clay surrounding it may suggest a similar use to the courtyard feature. 
 

7.1.3.3 Two groupings of stone slabs (F56) were recorded in the courtyard and were also associated 
with the final phase of occupation.  The slabs appear to have been laid in a row, as if left in 
preparation for building work, but had been abandoned prior to their use.  

 
 
7.1.4 Stone settings 

Several small groupings of stone are believed to be individual features, possibly post 
settings (Fig.6).  Only one of them, Feature 12, was excavated.   
 

7.1.4.1 The excavation of Feature 12 was inconclusive, although it did reveal a glimpse into earlier 
and possibly primary features below it.  This discrete group of large, upright slabs (C10.61) 
was surrounded by a soil matrix containing charcoal and animal bone.  Associated with the 
final period of occupation, it may have formed a post setting in the courtyard.  The base of 
the slabs sat on top of what appears to be an earlier occupation surface containing charcoal, 
animal bone and shell.  The excavation also revealed that the slab setting overlay several 
earlier features which  were not investigated: stonework from a possible structure (C10.140), 
a possible hearth deposit (C10.76) which has been disturbed and partially truncated by the 
electricity stay hole (F30) and a small subcircular cut containing small upright stones (F35, 
a possible posthole).  Several cuts (C10.95, C10.139, and C10.141) through the natural 
subsoil may be associated with the features.   
 

7.1.4.2 Located on the other side of the courtyard was another discrete grouping of large upright 
slabs and small upright stones (F1) which may be a post setting.  There appeared to be a 
context change around the stones (C10.104), but the feature was not investigated due to time 
constraints.  In the south end of the courtyard, three large recumbent slabs and several small 
stones may form a stone setting or a continuation of the paving inside the courtyard (F8).  It 
was partially sectioned in 2010, although due to time constraints, it was not completed.  
However, preliminary results from its partial sectioning suggest that Feature 8 was not a 
structural setting. 
 

7.1.4.3 A small, subcircular tight cluster of small upright sandstone and limestone slabs formed a 
 possible post setting (F13) abutting the inner wall face within the courtyard just inside the 
 north face of the intramural stair gallery passage.  It was not excavated, nor were the two 
 similarly settings of small upright stones (F53, F54) located to either side of the stair 
 gallery. 
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Figure 6  Plan of outline of the walling, and courtyard features from the final phase of occupation 

 
 
7.1.5 Intramural galleries 
 

The final complex roundhouse comprised an intramural stair entrance and three intramural 
galleries, two of which (F61 and F63) may have been widened at one end during the later 
occupation.  The third intramural gallery (F62) was considerably degraded and the 
excavations revealed little of its structure after excavation of the overlying rubble and fill. 
 

7.1.5.1 The south intramural gallery (F61) was built with almost square corners at the west end.  It 
 was significantly wider than the southwest stop walls of the two other intramural galleries 
 (Fig.5 and Fig.6).  The south intramural gallery also contained several internal divisions 
 associated with later occupation and restructuring of the structure.   
 

A slight partition wall (C0442) was built against the south inner wall face in the centre of 
the gallery and another slight wall (C0444) may have formed the east end to this cell and 
also created a third cell within the gallery.  These structural divisions of space inside the 
gallery, built on top of the final floor surface (C10.58), were certainly later adaptations to 
the structure and may be contemporary with the final phase of occupation in the courtyard.   
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Two possible separate floor horizons were identified in the south intramural gallery, and 
although there appeared to be a transition between the two at the centre of the space, only 
one surface was identified at the west end of the gallery.  The lack of continuity in the floor 
surface here may support there being a widening to the gallery—rebuilding of the walls 
would have disturbed the original floor surface.  A half-metre wide section through the 
gallery floor along the west stop wall revealed a thick layer of soft clay packed into the wall 
face, which had been built on top of a base of large boulders, which appeared to be the 
foundations from an earlier building.   
 
Excavation of the eastern ‘partition’ wall (C0444) revealed that it overlay a suboval setting 
of small stone slabs (F17) set into the earlier floor surface.  It was interpreted as a hearth 
setting, as suggested by the charcoal-rich surrounding deposit and the vitrified clay adhering 
to the underside of the slabs, and had been in use prior to the later restructuring of the south 
gallery.  

 
7.1.5.2 The fill of material overlying the later gallery floor contained coarse pottery sherds and 
 pebble tools as well as animal bone, some of which had been butchered.  The floor surface 
 (C10.58) contained coarse pottery sherds, pebble tools and fired clay.  The earlier floor level 
 (C10.65/ C10.90) also contained coarse pottery sherds, pebble tools and baked clay.  Inside 
 the gallery passage, an earlier floor layer (C10.97) was also identified, and may be 
 contemporary with the C10.65/10.90 surface and the southeast entrance to the site.  It 
 contained butchered animal bone and shell fragments, coarse pottery sherds, a fragment of a 
 possible quern rubber and a hammerstone.  A charcoal sample (SUERC-35374) taken from 
 the earlier floor in the south intramural gallery was radiocarbon dated to 130-215 AD 
 (calibrated 2-σ).   

 
7.1.5.3 The northwest intramural gallery (F63) was also built with almost square corners at the 
 northeast end, significantly wider than its southwest end.  Similar to the south intramural 
 gallery, soft clay had been packed into the base of the northeast stop wall, behind the stone 
 slabs forming a possible work surface or hearth (F72).  The thick deposits of soft clay are 
 intriguing, and could be evidence for some industrial use.    
 
 The gallery floor comprised a compact stony clay surface (C10.60), which contained coarse 
 pottery sherds and worked antler in the east end as well as a Cu alloy ring-headed pin 
 (SF10307) found just inside the intramural passage.  The deposition of the ring-headed pin 
 in the gallery may be significant, perhaps intended as an abandonment deposit.  
 
 Excavation through the last floor surface on the southwest half of the gallery also revealed 
 an earlier floor horizon (C0832), which had been laid with small slabs.   
  
7.1.5.4 The internal partitions in the south gallery combined with the identification of two different 
 floor horizons in the two galleries and an earlier hearth setting indicates that there were at 
 least two phases of use and modification to both the northwest and south intramural spaces.  
 The suggestion that the galleries may have been widened comes mostly from the 
 observations of the structural design of the building.  The inner wall on the north side of the 
 south gallery is of slight build with a change in direction visible at its centre where the space 
 widens.  A similar, though less dramatic, change is visible in the northwest gallery inner 
 wall. The excavators question whether so wide a space between inner/outer walls could have 
 been lintelled. 
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7.1.6 Intramural stair gallery 
 

7.1.6.1 A paved surface (F50a), which was associated with the final phase of use of the structure, 
 had been built over the infilled intramural stair gallery.  A disused saddle quern, which had 
 been built into the surface, was an interesting contrast to the numerous fragmentary and 
 whole rotary querns found incorporated into various earlier  contexts on the site.  Its re-use 
 may have been a deliberate act, representing the veneration of an ancestral object. 

 
7.1.6.2 The paved surface and infill within the stair gallery were excavated in 2009, revealing 
 several occupation events, which included two further surfaces.  Located immediately below 
 the uppermost paving was a discrete deposit of broken deer mandibles and vertebrae (F51). 
 The deposit lay over a gritty soil layer, which had built up over another paved surface 
 (F50b).  The excavators believe that the bone deposit may have been a deliberate act of 
 deposition prior to sealing the stair gallery off completely during later occupation.  

 
 

   
Plate 5  Deposit of deer bone (F51) in stair gallery             Plate 6  Paving over stair gallery (F50a), facing SW,                      
 facing SE                quern in bottom right 

 
 

7.1.6.3 The intermediate surface of slabs (F50b) had been built over and sealed an organic, 
 charcoal-rich surface (C0844) containing shell, animal bone, quartz flakes, coarse pottery 
 sherds, pebble tools, iron slag and a very degraded Cu alloy object (SF09277).  Charcoal 
 from this event was radiocarbon dated to 0-140 AD calibrated 2-σ.  Interpreted as a hearth 
 (F52),  this deposit, probably  contemporary with a layer containing fire-cracked cobbles, 
 animal  bone and charcoal (C0846) and  overlying a surface of compact clay and small slabs 
 (C0845), may have been a primary event in the stair gallery passage (Fig.7).   
 
 It had been later cut by a shallow clay-lined ditch containing animal bone (C0848) and was 
 filled by charcoal-rich silt with animal bone (C0847).  The use of this cut (C0849) was 
 undetermined, although it was suspected have been industrial (Fig.8). 
 
7.1.6.4 The series of deposits and paved surfaces within the stair gallery represents at least four 
 different events and at least three phases of rebuilding, the earliest of which appears to date 
 to the 1st century AD. 
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Figure 7     Plan of intramural stair gallery showing hearth F52 and surrounding deposits 

 

 
Figure 8    Plan of SW-facing section through intramural stair gallery passage 
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7.1.7 Courtyard deposits 
 
7.1.7.1 The excavation of the site was undertaken in four quadrants: Trench 2 to north and 
 Trench 1 to south were excavated in 2006-2007, Trench 4 to east was excavated in 2008 and 
 Trench 8 to west was excavated in 2009.  The primary objective was to remove the topsoil 
 and overburden to uncover the final phase occupation material, interpreted as Context 10.06 
 during 2010 (this is the equivalent to other contexts from previous seasons).   
  
 The topsoil and mixed overburden inside the courtyard contained numerous scattered finds 
 including a large quantity of worked antler sections, coarse pottery sherds, quern stones, iron 
 slag and animal bone—similar materials to the numerous finds recovered from the 
 underlying layer (C10.06).  The C10.06 finds, associated with the final occupation of the 
 site, include: worked sections of antler (tine and beam), coarse pottery sherds, pebble tools, 
 boar tusks and animal bone from at least cattle, red deer, boar and one large canid.  
 Particular finds of interest were: a broken ring-headed pin (SF10.159), a decorated antler 
 comb (SF09236), a perforated antler ‘plaque’ (SF10112), and a tuyere fragment (SF1089).  
 Also of considerable interest, three iron objects, possible knives or spears (SF10161, 
 SF10166, SF10262), were recovered from a different layer in the courtyard, which appear 
 to have occurred earlier than the deposition of C10.06.   

 
There were marked transitions within the courtyard occupation layer, where discrete 
deposits were identified.  The amount of animal bone recovered from discrete deposits in 
this layer may suggest that activities more intensive than purely domestic were taking place 
during the last phase of occupation.  It is hoped that the specialist analysis will provide 
further insight into the activities undertaken during the final phase of occupation. 

 
7.1.7.2 Individual deposits of animal bone 
  

Abutting the inner wall face south of the broch entrance, a discrete deposit of animal bone 
(Feature 3) was uncovered in 2008.  Some of the bone was semi-articulated and contained 
antler and coarse pottery sherds.  The deposit, within an organic- and charcoal-rich soil, 
C10.05, was excavated in 2010.  Amongst the bone and pottery, a bone pin (SF10105) and 
fired clay and burnt antler fragments were recovered.  The deposit appeared discrete to the 
northeast corner of the courtyard and may be a midden deposit left during the final 
occupation of the site.  One radiocarbon date from charcoal from the fill provided a date of 
80-240 AD calibrated 2-σ.  However, this date should not be used in dating the final 
courtyard occupation horizon, given that the charcoal may be residual from earlier 
occupation.   
 
Another discrete deposit of semi-articulated animal bone (Feature 20) was uncovered within 
a compact black silt occupation surface (C10.81), in the courtyard centre. 
 

7.2.7.3 A smashed pot, Feature 31 
 
A group of overlapping pottery rim sherds and body sherds (17 fragments, SF10284, 
SF10286-7) had been deposited near the centre of courtyard to the west side of the paving 
slabs.  The uppermost sherd was set into what may have been an occupation surface inside 
the courtyard (C10.120), possibly the same as C10.81.  Here, the paving slabs were well set 
into the same layer and appeared to slope inward. 
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7.2.7.4 Possible midden, Context 10.02 

A concentration of charcoal-rich loose black silty soil with a large quantity of animal bone 
and shell was uncovered in the north courtyard south of the inner wall face to the north and 
east sides of Feature 12.  Finds from the deposit, which underlay the soil overburden, 
included pebble tools, a Cu alloy triple ring (SF10303) and coarse pottery sherds. 

   
Plate 7   SF09236, decorated antler comb     Plate 8    SF10161, possible iron knife or spear from C10.54 
 from C10.06 

   
Plate 9   SF10.284, two everted rim      Plate 10    SF10303, Cu alloy triple ring from C10.02 

 Sherds from Feature 31 
 
 

7.2 Earlier structures on the broch mound 
 
7.2.1 Souterrain passage, Feature 6 
 
7.2.1.1 Three lintel slabs abutting the outer broch wall were uncovered during excavations in 2007.  
 Further excavation of the feature, in 2008, uncovered two stone-built passage walls 
 abutting the outside wall face of the main structure.  The walls were partially revetted into 
 the ground surface (C10.26 and C10.36), the construction of which disturbed and 
 redeposited numerous finds which appear to relate to earlier hearth and metal-working 
 related  activity on the northwest side of the site.  A distinctly compact, charcoal-rich deposit 
 containing iron slag and a large quantity of fire-cracked cobbles (F10) located behind the 
 northeast passage wall formed part of the redeposited infill behind the souterrain entrance 
 passage wall.  The material to northeast of this contained numerous coarse pottery sherds,
 iron slag, possible furnace bases and some pebble tools. 
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7.2.1.2 A paved surface (F23), comprising small sandstone slabs, led from the outside of the 
 passage up a slight slope northward from the entrance.  Just outside the passage entrance, a 
 degraded rotary quern upper wheel (SF10150) was recovered from the top of the surface.  
 The paving slabs and the rotary quern were set into a thin layer of white sand overlying the 
 natural.  
 
7.2.1.3 During the 2010 season, it was revealed in Trench 10 that construction of the passage had 
 cut through the base of the outer wall of the broch/roundhouse and through the natural, 
 terminating very closely to the entrance to the earlier walled passage (Fig.9).  Only the 
 northeast side of the passage, which underlay the broch/roundhouse, was built with rubble 
 walling. There was no visible occupation surface inside the passage. 
 

There is no evidence that the passage was lintelled over and the backfilled layers are full of 
stone, which may be from the wall core that formed its roof.  It had been in use long enough 
for at least two layers of silting to form at the base.  Abandonment does appear to have been 
deliberate: the upper stone of a rotary quern (SF10317) had been laid over two pebble tools 
at the base of the passage prior to backfilling.  As well, a wide Cu alloy ring/fitting 
(SF10308) was recovered from the upper backfill (C10.124) and a Cu alloy pin (SF10312) 
was recovered from the basal silting (C10.130).  This may suggest intentional deposition 
before complete closure and abandonment of the souterrain. 
 

7.2.1.4 The souterrain passage was constructed after the merging of the two outer wall faces on the 
 northwest side of the structure—after the final structure was built but predating the final 
 phase of occupation.  It had also clearly cut  through a black occupation surface and the 
 underlying white sand layer—the same sequence found below the main structural 
 foundations.  It had been backfilled prior to the formation of the upper intramural gallery 
 floor surface (C10.60). 

 

  
 
Plate 11   Souterrain passage and paved     Plate 12   Rotary quern at base of souterrain passage, facing N (inset: 
                 surface (facing SE)                  (Cu alloy ring-SF10308, top, and pin-SF10312, bottom) 
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Figure 9     Post-excavation plan of Trench 10: souterrain passage and earlier stone-built passage to NW of broch 
     mound 
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7.2.2 ‘Sub-broch,’ stone-lined passage, Feature 39 
 
7.2.2.1 A well-built drystone passage was found preserved under backfilled material below the main 
 structure on the broch mound (Fig.12).  Cut into the natural subsoil, it was revealed after 
 removal of the overhead electricity line pole (F59) in 2009.  Luckily, the insertion of the 
 hand-dug pole hole had caused relatively minimal disturbance to the walling.  Although 
 only one section of the passage, as revealed in the pole hole, was excavated in Trench 10, it 
 certainly continues to the southeast below the base of the structures on the broch mound. 

 
The passage entrance descended sharply from the northwest end (below the centre of the 
northwest intramural gallery) marked by one-two courses of stonework at the start of the 
northeast wall face (Fig.11).  This stonework may have been mirrored on the southwest side, 
but there was no longer any visible evidence of this.   
 
Upright sandstone slabs, ‘door posts,’ flank both sides of the entrance.  The passage walls, 
built against the cut, comprise mostly large limestone blocks, some partially dressed, and 
smaller sandstone slabs (Plate 13 and 14).  The cut measures approximately 1.25m deep at 
its base below the entrance; between walling, the passage measures approximately 0.75m 
across.  Originally, the wall head may have been covered by lintels which were supported by 
corbelling stones.  One possible corbelling stone was visible in the northeast-facing section 
of the southwest passage wall (Fig.10).   
 

7.2.2.2 The passage contains what appears to be mostly deliberate backfill—the upper deposits 
 containing a mixture of soil and rubble layers over three more distinct deposits of material at 
 the middle of the passage (Fig.13).  One charcoal sample (SUERC-26926) taken from the 
 upper backfill of material packed into the upper courses of the passage walling (C10.148) 
 during 2009 was radiocarbon dated to 200-40 BC calibrated 2-σ.  This may date the 
 backfilling event, which would have predated construction of the main structure on the 
 mound. 

 
A second charcoal sample (SUERC-35377) taken from the compact black surface which 
formed over the passage wall head (C10.189-see Fig.10) was radiocarbon dated to 360-270 
BC calibrated 2-σ.  This suggests that the passage was built prior to the formation of this 
surface and prior to this period. 
 

                  
               Plate 13  Looking through entrance into stone-built           Plate 14  Door post and NE wall face (F39) 
                 passage (F39), SE-facing     
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Figure 10    ENE-facing profile of Trench 10 showing the base of the upstanding structure over the earlier stone-
       built passage (left) 
 
 

 

Figure 11    WSW-facing profile of Trench 10 showing rubble souterrain passage walling and the base of the       
       upstanding structures over the earlier stone-built passage (right) 
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Figure 12    NW-facing profile of section through NW intramural passage above stone-built passage (F39) 

 

Figure 13     N-facing profile at SE end of Trench 10; showing the fill of material within the stone-built passage 
        (F39) 
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7.2.3 Early features in Trench 10 
 
7.2.3.1 During sectioning and excavation of the souterrain passage, the cut for a small oval pit (F40) 
 was uncovered below the northeast rubble walling of the passage below the broch/ 
 roundhouse.  Trench 10 was extended here and the intramural gallery floor was sectioned to 
 investigate the pit, which measured 1.1m by 0.75m.  The pit had been cut through the white 
 sand surface and through ardmarks visible in the sand.  It was half-sectioned to a depth of 
 approximately 0.45m, but its use remains inconclusive. 
 
7.2.3.2 Also during excavation of Trench 10 and sectioning of the northwest intramural passage, the 
 base of an earlier wall footing (F41) was revealed below the inner wall of the main 
 structure.  It had been built directly over the top of the northeast wall of the sub-broch stone-
 lined passage.  It is uncertain to which phase of construction it relates, but it is possible it is 
 a remnant of walling associated with the earliest upstanding structure on the mound. 
 

7.2.4 Ditch passage to SE, Feature 16 
 

A backfilled ditch, or passage, uncovered outside of the southeast side of the broch mound 
(Trench 9) had been covered by lintel slabs to form a causeway or pathway associated with 
an earlier entrance (F25) to the structure (Plate 17).  This entrance appears to have been 
built by realigning at least one of the earlier outer wall faces on the southeast side of the 
mound.  Prior to its backfilling, passage had been accessed through an entrance uncovered 
below the broch outer walls (Fig.15).   
 

7.2.4.1 The first two slabs covering the ditch lay below the later phase outer wall face (Figs.6 and 
14).  They first became visible in 2006, but were not properly identified until 2009.  Further 
slabs were uncovered in 2009 in Trench 9 and the entrance to the ditch (F46) was uncovered 
in 2010 in an extension to the excavation.  A section of walling had closed off the southeast 
entrance to the site and covered the F46 ditch entrance, which consisted of a narrow cut 
through the natural, with a shelf-like step down from the surface.  It was marked at the top 
by two upright stone slabs, set slightly into a thin layer of white sand overlying the natural.  
One of the upright stones, covered in natural cupmarks, had been prominently visible inside 
the south intramural gallery prior to excavation.  The first passage lintel slab abutted the 
southeast edge of a section of walling (F48) which formed a wall face above the entrance 
(Plate 15, Fig.15).   
 

7.2.4.2 A small section of the ditch, which measures 1.4m wide at the top and 0.5-0.6m wide at the 
 base and 1.0-1.1m high, was excavated in 2009 and 2010.  It revealed a shallow cut on 
 either side that developed into a steep-sided cut with a U-shaped base.  The lower cut 
 (C10.126) was directed vertically through the natural subsoil and the upper cut (C10.119) 
 formed a shallow shelf for the placement of the lintel slabs.  This may have been a later 
 event, or a re-cut, after the passage had been back-filled and the causeway slabs were laid.  
  
7.2.4.3 The ditch appears to have partially silted up and then completely backfilled with mostly 

‘clean’ sandy silt deposits containing some small charcoal fragments and very little stone 
(Figs. 16 and 17).  Only several animal bones and one flint flake (SF10310 from C10.128) 
were recovered from the backfill.  A charcoal sample (SUERC-35376) from the charcoal-
rich primary basal silting layer (C10.159) was radiocarbon dated to 0-140 AD calibrated 2-
σ.  Although the deposition of the charcoal may be secondary, it should also indicate that the 
passage was constructed prior to this date.   
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7.2.4.4 It is possible that the ditch passage had been accessed initially from within an earlier 
structure (F36) on the mound.  The highly visible upright stone at the top of the ditch 
passage entrance may have been intentionally been left as a visible marker of the location of 
the ditch entrance after its backfilling, also forming a later ‘door post’ for the southeast 
entrance to the site.  The wall face (F48) visible at the base of the later structure’s wall core 
(Fig.15) appears to be one face of the entrance passage and the alignment of the later outer 
wall (F68) built over the northeast side of the lintels may have formed the other side of the 
passage (Fig.14), which was accessed over the causeway formed by backfilling the ditch 
passage.  At a later point, the entrance was walled-in to close off the southeast entrance.  
Although the exact sequence of events in uncertain, there is certainly evidence of the multi-
period occupation and restructuring of the features on the mound.   

 
7.2.4.5 Beyond the entrance, Trench 9 was extended in 2010 to uncover the wider area around the 

lintel slabs covering the ditch passage.  It revealed that the lintels, which had been 
significantly disturbed by tree root activity, continued for a considerable distance southeast 
of the broch mound.  Furthermore, a second ditch cut (C10.194) was identified returning 
northeastward from the ditch passage (Plate 16).  The slabs appear to cross this feature, 
although at this point they either have been disturbed (by antiquarian investigation?) or have 
been laid to form a trapezoidal gap between the lintels (Fig.14). 

 
7.2.4.6 The type of deposits excavated in Trench 9 differed distinctly from those uncovered on the 

northwest side of the site.  Most notably, the occupation layer on the southeast side of the 
mound was not as deep as the layer encountered on the northwest side.  This might indicate 
that there was less activity on the south side of the mound, both of an industrial and 
domestic nature.  This is in definite contrast to the west side of the mound, where 
investigations in 2008 and in 2012 have shown extensive depth to the built-up deposits.  The 
relationship of the ditch to the occupation surfaces is still unclear, although it appears that 
the black occupation surface and the white sand layer had been cut through during 
construction of the ditch.   
 

 
Plate 15    Looking across SE corner of the site over ditch passage entrance (F46) and continuation of lintel- 
    covered ditch in background, facing S 
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Figure 14    Plan of SE corner of the site, showing features on the E side of the S intramural gallery: lintel-   
      covered ditch passage (F16) and entrance (F46) with overlying wall face (F48) 
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Figure 15    E-facing profile of section through SE intramural passage showing F16 ditch passage entrance (F46) 
       and overlying wall face (F48); an earlier cut through the white sand layer is visible to right 

 

 

Figure 16    S-facing profile of section through ditch passage (F16) fill, showing location of collapsed slab in    
       upper fill, shape of cut and cantilevering of slabs 



Applecross Broch Community Archaeology Project 
Data Structure Report on the 2006-2010 Excavations 

  42  
 

 
Figure 17    N-facing profile of section through ditch passage (F16) fill, showing shape of cut and cantilevering of 
       slabs 

 

 
Plate 16    Lintel-covered ditch passage (F16), showing the location of the section (centre left) and trapezoidal gap 
    between the lintels; the second ditch cut (C10.194) is visible in the trench profile in top right of photo, 
    showing the slanting infill of the soil and slabs; facing NNE 
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Plate 17    Panorama of the broch mound, facing NE; to right, the lintel-covered ditch (F16) appears as a    
    causeway to the SE side of the site  
 
7.2.5 Entrance to an early building, Feature 55, and possible associated areas (F70, F71) 
 
7.2.5.1 An opening 1.9m wide between four large boulders over one-two courses of sandstone 
 slabs may comprise the remains of an entrance into the earliest upstanding structure on the 
 broch mound  (see Fig.3).  An alignment of stonework (F7-possible walling) continued 
 northeast of the opening.  This alignment may tie in with the earlier building footing on the 
 site, but this was not confirmed and the feature has been recorded independently of the 
 earlier building, Feature 36.  The south face of the entrance returns to the east on the outside 
 of the broch/roundhouse.  Within the entrance, a surface of paving slabs extended beyond 
 the opening (Plate 18).  The slabs were set into a charcoal-rich clayey soil surface (C0838), 
 which lay below a discrete layer of small stone chips within a soil matrix.  A sample of 
 charcoal taken from the surface, which also contained some iron slag, vitrified stone, and 
 animal bone,  was radiocarbon dated to 210-50 BC calibrated 2-σ. 

 

              

Plate 18   Possible early entrance and paved surface,   Plate 19   E end of Trench 5, Feature 70, facing E                
   Feature 55, facing E                                     Inset: SF08187 bangle fragment from Tr.5 
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7.2.5.2 It is worth noting that two trenches were investigated in 2008 just west of the location of 
 Feature 55 (see Figs. 3 and 4).  There were two possible features, Feature 70 and Feature 
 71, which may be associated with the early building.  The first, Feature 70, located at the 
 east end of Trench 5 was interpreted as the base of a possible wall or revetment (Plate 19).  
 The depth of archaeological deposits in Trench 5 extended well below 1m deep, and the 
 recovery of the shale bangle fragment from the trench makes the area increasingly 
 intriguing.  In Trench 6, Feature 71 had been interpreted as a possible causeway.  It was not 
 fully investigated during 2008 and further inspection of site records suggests it may not be 
 structural.  It is also important to point out that the location of the two trenches, as depicted 
 on the site plans in Figures 3 and 4, are not accurate due to imperfect offset measuring of 
 their position in relation to the broch mound during the 2008 field season. 
 
 
7.3 ‘Industrial area’ - Features located northwest of the broch mound 
 

Following on from the excavation of Trench 6 outside of the broch northwest in 2008, the 
line of Trench 8 was extended to the northwest in 2010 to investigate the potential for 
archaeological features outside of the broch mound.  The Trench 8 extension became known 
as the ‘industrial area’, after extensive finds of metal-working debris were made.  A cist was 
also uncovered among the ditches, pits, postholes and ardmarks representing multiple phases 
of occupation. 
 

7.3.1 The occupation material and relationship to Trenches 5 and 6 
 
7.3.1.1 The overburden of material above the industrial area (C10.11 and C.10.20) contained 
 numerous scattered fragments of iron slag and ferrous objects, coarse pottery sherds, a 
 degraded Cu alloy penannular object (SF1071) and a quartz cobble strike-a-light (SF1050).  
 The occupation surface, C10.26, contained scattered finds including a very large quantity of 
 iron slag, possible cobble tools, and coarse pottery fragments.  At the base of the layer, as 
 was found in the base of the souterrain passage, was a micaceous rotary quern upper wheel 
 (SF10150).   
  
7.3.1.2 It is unclear how the deposits and features in the Trench 8 extension relate to those 
 uncovered in Trench 6, most of which were not sectioned and excavated but were left in 
 situ, with the exception of the features at the north end of the trench.  Interestingly, after re-
 visiting the Trench 6 photos, it appears that below the topsoil a general spread of small stone 
 overlies deeper deposits of stone and boulders.  This was also noted in the photographs of 
 Trench 5 and again during a recent trenching exercise northwest of the site in 2012 
 (Peteranna, forthcoming).  The depth of archaeological deposits in Trenches 5 and 6, and 
 beyond extends well below a depth of 1m.  This implies a build-up  or intentional infill of 
 material.  As mentioned in Section 7.2.5.2, it is believed that Feature 71 may not have been 
 structural but may be part of the stone and boulder spread across the area.   
 
7.3.1.3 The continuation of the ditch (F28) uncovered in the Trench 8 extension (Sect. 7.3.2.1) was 
 also not noted in Trenches 5 and 6.  Analysis of the excavation results suggests, however, 
 that it may not yet have been uncovered or was not identified due to the depth of the 
 overlying material.  Interestingly, a deposit of metal-working debris (C0610) located at the 
 centre of Trench 6, which was box-excavated from where it was deposited, may have been 
 deposited over the top of the Feature 28 ditch.  The alignment of its position in relation to 
 the F28 ditch on plan could support this (Fig.3).  Furthermore, after looking back to the site 
 photographs from 2008, a section taken below the C0610 deposit shows an underlying 
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 deposit of cobbles which appear to fall into a possible cut.   This may be the continuation of 
 the ditch discussed below (Sect.7.3.2.1).   
 

    
Plate 20   S half of Trench 6 (F71-centre), facing WSW Plate 21  Context 0610 shown in section overlying a 
           deposit of cobbles falling into a possible cut 
           on the right side of the trench edge 

7.3.2 Ditches and cellular features 

7.3.2.1 Feature 28 ditch 
 
Feature 28 is possibly the first of the ditches / cellular features to cut into the subsoil.  A 
linear ditch, it consists of a 30cm deep vertical cut leading to a shallow V cut, approximately 
40cm deep at its base along the northwest side.  It is aligned NE-SW and measures 1.4m 
wide.  The ditch was revealed below the metal-working structure (F4) and the cist (F11) and 
continues outside of the excavated area at both ends (Plate 22).  During excavation, it 
appeared that there was a distinct vertical cut (C10.57) through the natural for the ditch 
along the southeast edge.  This is in contrast to the shallower, shelf-like cut along the 
northwest edge of the ditch (Fig.18).  The deeper southeast cut (F38) is interpreted as a later 
deepening of one side of the ditch to form a sort of terrace on the ground when the ditch was 
backfilled.  Only one section of the ditch, which contained a layer basal silting below the 
backfill (Fig.21), has been excavated to its base. 

 
Figure 18    NE-facing section through ditch, Feature 28 (later F38 cut to left) 
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Plate 22  ‘Industrial area’ – northwest side of the broch mound facing NE; Feature 28 ditch is visible in centre of image alongside the single 1m ranging pole; the  
  cist (F11) is visible at the lower end of the ditch and the metal-working structure (F4) is above this; Inset: SF10316, sandstone sherds from Feature 21 fill
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7.3.2.2 Feature 21 / Feature 22 
 
A second vertical cut (Feature 21) into the subsoil northwest of the Feature 28 ditch is a 
continuation of the slab-lined cut (Feature 22) observed in Trench 6 in 2008.  It runs roughly 
parallel to the Feature 28 and associated with it is a complex arrangement of slab-lined cells 
or ditches, including Feature 24 (Fig.19).  Understanding this area has been difficult, due to 
the partial excavation of the area due to time constraints. 
 
Feature 21, a linear ditch with steep-sided cut approximately 0.6m wide at the top and 0.4m 
wide at the base and up to 0.65m deep, is partially lined with upright vertical stone slabs 
(C10.117).  Three large upright stones line the north side of the cut (C10.102) and two large 
upright stones and a phallic-shaped stone line the south side of it, the latter of which had 
been visible prior to excavation of the area and seems to have been left as a marker stone.  A 
very large slab had also been placed partway up the face of the south-facing side, and the 
socket of a removed vertical slab survives, adjacent to a pillar of stones in the southwest 
corner.  A portion of rubble-built walling (C10.115), approximately 1m high formed a stop 
wall to the northeast.  The feature continues south-westward as Feature 22 in Trench 6, 
where it appears to have been widened to 0.8m wide at the top and 0.5m wide at the base.   
 
Within the upper fill of the ditch (C10.144) were fragments of vitrified material, several 
pebble tools and a discrete concentration of sharp sandstone sherds/ debitage (SF10316), for 
which there is yet no explained reason.  A possible hearth deposit was uncovered, but not 
excavated, to the east side of the base of the rubble walling (C10.115).  After the ditch had 
been infilled, the rubble walling appears to have been overlain by a linear setting of stones.  
One suggested interpretation is that the features may be modifications to a pre-existing ditch 
for use in later industrial activity, possibly metal-working.  Very little domestic material 
such as animal bone, antler or pottery was recovered from this area. 
 

7.3.2.3 Feature 24 
 
A possible branch or cell of the Feature 21 ditch may have returned in the northwest 
direction.  Feature 24 comprises the cut, C10.114, which was lined with a large upright slab.  
It is blocked at the southeast and southwest sides with rubble walling (C10.116) which 
underlies Feature 21 walling.  The feature continues outside of the excavated area (Fig.19).  
A small section of it had been partially uncovered in Trench 3 in 2008 and a decorated 
spindle whorl (SF0764) was recovered from the fill. 
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Figure 19 Plan of the ‘Industrial Area’, northwest of the broch mound 
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7.3.3 Cist, Feature 11 
 
7.3.3.1 Built into the Feature 28 ditch was a sub-oval pit lined with upright slabs and horizontal slab 
 walling and laid with a floor of small slabs.  It had been partly uncovered during the 2008 
 field season.  Interpreted as a cist, it measured 1.4m x 0.7m internally and may originally 
 have been corbelled over, the slabs from which later collapsed inside.  It was located 
 adjacent to the southwest side of the metal-working structure (Feature 4), and may have cut 
 through the southwest side of Feature 4.  Three distinct layers of sediment were excavated 
 from the cist fill and all three layers contained iron slag.  Two decorated pot rim sherds 
 (SF10189 and SF10246), possibly similar to Dun Mor Vaul-type ware (Fig.20), were 
 recovered from the second infill (C10.63) and small fragments of cremated bone were 
 recovered from the primary fill (C10.73), located 4cm from the base.  
 
7.3.3.2 A prominent upright stone with a rounded and phallic appearance, which stood  
 approximately 0.15m above the present ground surface prior to excavation, may have 
 marked the cist.  It was set at a distance of 0.2m away from the cist along its long axis 
 against the side of the Feature 21 ditch.  Interestingly, a second prominent upright stone is 
 visible  above the unexcavated ground surface approximately 9m west of the cist.  Recent 
 investigation indicates that it  was also marking a similar structure (Peteranna, forthcoming).  
 The Feature 11 stone was remarkably similar to set stones or ‘menhirs’ erected at five 
 Western Isles wheelhouse sites, notably at the Udal, and interpreted as being intentionally 
 placed.  Also, another prominent upright stone on the site appears to mark the entrance into 
 the ditch passage (F36) on the southeast side of the broch mound (Sect.7.2.4.1). 
 
7.3.3.3 A charcoal sample from C10.89, an organic-rich layer below the cist floor slabs, was 
 radiocarbon-dated to 210-50 BC calibrated 2-σ.  This may suggest a pre-construction date 
 for the feature, but may also be closer to a closure date of the ditch (F28).  Forthcoming 
 specialist analysis of the pottery sherds from the cist will assist in dating the feature. 

            
Figure 20 Plan of the cist (F11) and NW-facing section through the fill; inset: SF10189 pot sherd from cist 



Applecross Broch Community Archaeology Project 
Data Structure Report on the 2006-2010 Excavations 

  50  
 

7.3.4 Metal-working structure, Feature 4 
 
7.3.4.1 Like the aforementioned cist, the metal-working structure was built over a backfilled 
 ditch (F28) and abutted the upper stonework of the cist.  Investigation of a concentration of 
 iron slag within the occupation layer (C10.26) outside of the broch revealed a discrete area 
 of metal-working debris (C10.27) overlying a charcoal-rich surface set with small slabs over 
 a bowl-like base of hard, burnt earth/clay measuring approximately 0.75m across.  Below 
 the bowl was a shallow layer of ashy deposits and large fragments of charcoal (C10.84) 
 overlying the uppermost fill of the ditch.  The deposit extends for 0.5m beyond the upper 
 hearth but is contained by the ditch cut to the northeast, and by the walling of the cist to the 
 southwest (Plates 23-25).  
 
7.3.4.2 A sample of the primary fill of the structure (C10.179) produced a significant quantity of 
 probable hammer scale. A possible anvil, formed from a large broken cobble was also 
 found.  Although specialist analysis is on-going, initial results indicate that the feature 
 contained both smelting and smithing residues: the lower fill (C10.179) of the clay base 
 contained the smithing debris and whilst the upper fill (C10.27) contained the smelting 
 residues (G Cruickshanks, pers comm).  The early date from the slag deposit is intriguing, as 
 is the deposition of smelting residue over smithing debris.  A sample of charcoal from the 
 upper slag deposit (C10.27) was radiocarbon-dated to 210-40 BC calibrated 2-σ. 
 
7.3.4.3 The structure was partially investigated and the structure remains in situ.  The section 
 drawing of the deposits shows a section taken on the northeast side of the feature through 
 the fill of the ditch (F28) where the hearth was constructed (Figs. 18 and 19).  This section 
 drawing does not show the relationship between the bulk of the hearth material.  However, 
 the images below show the base and rim of the hardened clay structure (C10.112), and the 
 slabs (C10.179) which formed the main structure.  The dark material (C10.84) underlying 
 this rim of hardened clay is the hearth residue visible in the section drawing below C.10.27 
 in the ditch fill.  

 
 

7.3.5 Possible structure, Feature 5 
 
A semi-circular alignment of large stones (one upright) overlying and set into the occupation 
layer (C10.26) encircled a patch of redeposited orange sand subsoil (C10.22).  The stones 
may have been formed into this alignment using existing walling or stonework from the 
outside of the main structure.  At its southwest end, the stones adjoin part of the possible 
walling (F7) associated with F55, possibly part of an earlier structure on the broch mound.  
The feature was half-sectioned and revealed that the sand, located below the overburden had 
been deposited over Context 10.26, the black occupation layer.  One possible loose 
interpretation is that feature had an association with the metal-working feature (F4), possibly 
a deposit of sand used for smothering fires/cooling metal.  However, there is a complete lack 
of evidence for this and the safer interpretation for the feature is that the stonework was not 
structural and that the redeposited sand is residual material from construction on the site, 
possibly associated with the souterrain. 
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Plate 23 Metal-working structure (F4), centre of image, revealed as a circular bowl of clay/earth with small 

slabs and charcoal- and slag-rich fill; facing NE, cist (F11) is visible in bottom of image     
 

    
Plate 24    Area of charcoal-rich soil and slag (C10.27)    Plate 25    Profile view of the clay/earth base of the 
                 overlying Feature 4                        F4 metal-working structure; facing SE 
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7.3.6 Postholes and ardmarks 
 
7.3.6.1 Below the organic-rich occupation surface outside of the broch northwest, a thin layer of 

white sand remained in situ and revealed scattered linear cuts interpreted as ardmarks (F37).  
The ardmarks were also visible in the white sand to the southwest of the broch mound and 
adjacent to the stone-built passage below the northwest side of the main structure. 

 
7.3.6.2 Ten small postholes were also revealed below the occupation surface, cut through the white 

sand.  They measured mostly 0.15-0.3m across and contained small packing stones.  
Unusually, packing stones from one of the postholes (F33) contained the broken fragments 
of a bun-shaped upper quernstone.  The postholes appear to be arranged in two subcircular 
groups with two further postholes on the northwest side (Fig.19 and Plate 26).  Further 
investigation is warranted to interpret the results which remain inconclusive, although one 
possibility is that they were post settings for small wooden screens or small shelters, 
possibly associated with one or more of the earlier phases of occupation on the site.  
However, one of the larger postholes (F18) was cut partially through the upper ditch fill for 
Feature 28, and may be contemporary with the metal-working area. 

 
 
7.3.7 Other pit features 
 

Feature 47 
One subcircular pit was uncovered southeast of the inner ditch (F28) and the cist (F11) 
below the occupation surface (Fig.19).  It had been cut through the white sand layer into the 
natural. It was half-sectioned to a depth of 0.3m through a rich black soil fill containing 
quartz chips, fire-cracked cobbles underlying two stone slabs.  It may have been a fire pit. 

 
 Feature 75 

This subcircular pit was located northwest of the inner ditch, Feature 28/38 at the northwest 
corner of the excavated area.  The pit had been cut through natural and contained a grey-
black soil fill with charcoal flecks and a charcoal-rich basal deposit (Fig.21).  It continued 
outside of the excavated area and may also have been a fire pit. 
 

 
Figure 21     SW-facing section through Feature 28 ditch and a pit (F75) visible in the trench section 
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Plate 26    Southwest end of the ‘Industrial area’ or Trench 8 extension showing a possible subcircular 

   arrangement of postholes
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8 Discussion 
 
Post-excavation specialist analysis is on-going at the time of this report (June 2012) and 
only very limited information about the content of sediment samples and identification of 
animal bone has been mentioned.  Therefore, the discussion below includes the author’s 
limited interpretation of the site.  There remains much scope for further analysis of the site, 
especially with respect to comparing Applecross Broch to similar sites of the same period. 

 
8.1 Construction  
 
8.1.1 Both the final, complex roundhouse on the mound and the intermediate building that forms 

its base were built on top of an earlier structure (F36), which may or may not have been 
circular and may or may not have been an occupied building.  The site plans, Figures 3-6, 
also suggest that this structure, the outermost wall footing of which is visible on the south 
side of the site, continued northeast of the lintel-covered ditch (F16).  The possible entrance 
(F55) on the west side of the site (Section 7.2.5) may also be part of the earliest building.  
This interpretation is based on the alignments and position of the outer walling and the 
underlying stratigraphy.  
 
The south ‘sondage,’ or section excavated below the outer wall faces revealed a stone hole 
within the alignment of the early structure (F36).  It had cut through, at least partially, a 
black occupation surface, as well as a white sand layer.  This may correspond with the 
stratigraphy seen below the outermost wall footing on the southeast side of the site (Fig.22), 
however the level of preservation of the deposits in the posthole is questionable and it would 
benefit from further investigation along one section of better preserved walling from the F36 
alignment.   
 
Detailed analysis of the structures, basing them on a circular form (Kilbride, pers comm), 
supports the present interpretation.  However, there is no definite structural or stratigraphic 
link between the three sections of walling attributed to the earliest building on the mound.  
Further remnants of the building may remain well-concealed by the later buildings.  
Interpretation of the south outermost alignment is further complicated by its restructuring 
and the formation of the southeast entrance (F25).  By no means is the interpretation and 
understanding of the structure conclusive.  Future investigation is required to clarify the 
sequence and type of construction on the broch mound. 
 

8.1.2 The remains of the intermediate building on the broch mound definitely formed the base of 
 the final building on the south side of the site (Fig.23).  The remains of this building had 
 been merged with the later wall to form a new outer wall face (F64) on the northwest side of 
 the site.  The survival of the walling on the southwest side of the site makes it reasonable to 
 assume that the intermediate building was a circular, inhabited structure, possibly a 
 roundhouse, but there is not enough evidence to describe the type of building in greater 
 detail.  Only one investigative section, excavated at the west end of the south intramural 
 gallery, allowed for a glimpse below the final phase building to its earlier structural core.  It 
 comprised large, tightly packed boulders and stone which may have been wall core of the 
 intermediate building.  A charcoal sample (SUERC-35374) taken from the gallery floor 
 above the earlier wall core was radiocarbon dated to 80-250 AD calibrated 2-σ and indicates 
 that it was built prior to this date. 
  
 Interestingly, in Trench 10, the excavation did not encounter the same core of packed 

boulders below the northwest walls of the final building.  This could suggest that the earlier 
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wall base had been mostly levelled and rebuilt or that it was completely integrated into the 
later building.  The issue is further complicated by the cutting through of the souterrain 
passage.  Further investigation through the walls of the final building is warranted to 
interpret the phases of construction on the site. 

 
8.1.3 The visible change in the inner wall alignment further complicates attempts to phase the 

construction on the mound.  The inner wall faces to either side of the northeast entrance are 
not on the same alignment (Fig.6).  This arrangement may have later served to direct access 
into the courtyard in a southwest direction.  The paving and hearth settings in use in the final 
phase supports this direction of movement.  However, there are definitely two inner wall 
faces visible south of the main entrance.  The earlier one, which may have aligned with the 
inner wall on the northwest side of the entrance, is well-concealed below the final phase 
steps and paving inside the entrance (the return is just visible on the laser scan image 
(Fig.26).  The later phase inner wall face, however, seems to line up with upright stone 
alignment (F67b) within the wall core northwest of the entrance (Fig.6). 

 
 Closer examination of the inner wall was made possible by the excavation of the modern 

electricity stay holes (F30), which had been dug against a portion of the inner face.  In 
contrast to other sections of the wall, the northeast section (southwest end of the entrance) 
appears to have been well-built with slabs and pinning stones.  Interesting too, the stay hole 
cut revealed that the wall was built on top of the white sand layer (Fig.24).  This could 
suggest two things: that this section of walling was originally built prior to the intermediate 
and later buildings on the site, or that the black occupation surface had been levelled prior to 
building the wall.  The latter seems the more likely possibility, considering that the outer 
wall southeast of the main entrance is of a similar build and may too be a rebuilt section of 
the outer wall in a later period of re-use.   

 
 Finally, the stone and boulder infill between the outer and inner wall faces to either side of 

the entrance, which masks at least one earlier wall alignment, appears to have been 
intentional.  Perhaps it was done to create a grander appearance to the elongated entrance 
and the overall building, perhaps even for some defensive purpose.  In order to unravel the 
various preceding construction events on the broch mound, further investigation is required.   

  
 
8.1.3 In its final form, the broch had four intramural gallery spaces located to the east, south, 

southwest and northwest sides of the structure.  At first glance, inner walls in the south to 
southeast half of the structure are narrower than other portions of inner walling inside the 
structure.  The width of the intramural gallery spaces, too, are inconsistent.  They are wider 
and narrower at opposing ends.  The courtyard, though, does appear to be a circular shape.   
 
At second glance, however, it is clear that the inner wall face of the courtyard is not on a 
continuous alignment (Sect.8.1.3).  The inner wall south of the main entrance (F58) is offset 
from the inner wall northwest of the main entrance.  The poor level of preservation of the 
building in the east quadrant of the site is also notable.  These elements of construction of 
the building suggest two key points.  First, the inconsistency to the wall design suggests that 
the final building underwent at least one period of structural rebuilding.  And, if this 
building had been standing to any significant height, it would have had structural 
weaknesses at the base of the walling—it may well be that a catastrophic structural failure 
resulted in its demise.  There is a lack of any evidence to suggest that anything other than 
abandonment and structural deterioration were the reasons for the end of use of the 
structure.   
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Second, if the building had not been standing to a great height, this site did not contain a 
broch.  Although the southwest intramural gallery did contain the remains of a staircase, the 
size of the walls and the layout of inner walling surely could not have supported a tower.  
Furthermore, as yet there is no evidence of one key element of broch architecture: a 
scarcement ledge (Armit, 2003:41).  It cannot yet be claimed that a broch tower existed on 
the site.  Perhaps, an attempt had been made at constructing a broch, and, for unknown 
reasons, the attempt was abandoned and a complex roundhouse was refashioned from the 
building.   
 
The project can conclude that the final phase of occupation was the re-use of a circular, 
complex roundhouse building, probably the third upstanding structure on the mound, which 
had an inner and outer wall containing four intramural spaces and one-two entrances 
accessing a central courtyard space.  The multiple phases of construction and re-use of the 
site took place over a considerable period of time, from before 360-270 BC and up to 340-
540 AD. 
 

 
Figure 22    SE-facing section below the outermost wall face on the southeast side of the structure 
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Figure 23     S-facing section below the outermost wall face on the south side of the structure  

 

 

Figure 24     SW-facing section below the inner wall face (within the electricity stay hole, F30) 
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8.2 Phasing and interpretation 
 
8.2.1 ‘Sub-broch’ passage (F39) 
 
 Throughout the report, reference is made to a black, organic-rich occupation surface.  The 
 identification of this has been useful for relating phases of construction, but at the same time 
 there is no clear stratigraphic links between the black surfaces uncovered across the site. 
 However, a charcoal sample (SUERC-35377) from a black surface (C10.189) that had 
 formed over the early stone-lined passage (F39) and survived below the buildings on the 
 broch mound (Fig.10) was radiocarbon-dated to 360-270 BC cal 2-σ.  Thus, the ‘sub-broch 
 passage’ appears to have been built before this period and the surviving upstanding 
 buildings (intermediate roundhouse and complex roundhouse) were built after this period.  
 The date does not tell us, however, when the stone-lined, sub-broch passage was first built 
 nor does its preliminary excavation indicate what it was used for, although it does closely 
 resemble other Scottish souterrains.   Further comparative analysis to other similar sites is 
 warranted to provide more supporting evidence to its use and function. 
 
8.2.2 Ditch passage (F16) 
 
 The ditch passage (F16), to the southeast side of the site, was built before construction of the 
 southeast outer walling.  However, because it appears that the outermost (earlier) walling 
 had been realigned to create the southeast entrance, the stratigraphic sequence is not
 entirely clear.  The backfilling of the ditch passage certainly predates the last structure on 
 the site and the southeast entrance was closed off either as part of the later occupation or 
 during construction of the final building.   
 
 Furthermore, given the complexity of the different construction events over the passage 
 entrance, it cannot be assumed that the passage was already out of use when the intermediate 
 roundhouse was built.  One possibility is that the passage was accessed from the 
 intermediate building.  The radiocarbon date from the charcoal-rich basal layer (C10.159) in 
 the passage indicates it was in use prior to 0-140 AD.  As with the sub-broch passage, this
 date does not tell us when the ditch passage was first built, nor what it was used for,
 although it may also resemble a souterrain.  Further excavation and research to other similar 
 sites is warranted to shed some light on the structure. 
 
8.2.3 Complex roundhouse and earlier buildings 
 
8.2.3.1 The relationship of the earliest outer wall alignment (F36) to the terminus post quem date of 
 buildings over the sub-broch passage is not clear.  However, if there is a relationship 
 between the early alignment and the possible early entrance (F55) then it is possible that it 
 was built before or near to the period 210-50 BC, as indicated by the date (SUERC-26924) 
 taken from the charcoal sample from the F55 entrance paved surface.  This interpretation is 
 not final, and further evidence is required to support it, but it does support the evidence that 
 the sub-broch passage was the earlier of the two structures on the site.   
 
8.2.3.2 The complex roundhouse and the earlier, intermediate building on the mound both 
 would have been built after the period of 360-270 BC (SUERC-35377), the date taken from 
 the underlying black occupation surface.  The date of 0-140 AD (SUERC-26925) from the 
 charcoal-rich hearth material underlying the paving (F50b) at the base of the 
 intramural stair gallery and the date of 80-250 AD (SUERC-35374) from the earliest south 
 intramural gallery surface does indicate that the complex roundhouse was in use during the 
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 1st–2nd centuries AD and that the intermediate roundhouse predates this.  The final phase of 
 occupation of the structure appears to have taken place at some time during the 4th-6th 
 centuries AD, as supported by the date from  one of the courtyard hearth settings (SUERC-
 35369) and by the material culture recovered from the courtyard.  It is uncertain if there is a 
 continuity of occupation between these periods.  The forthcoming analysis of the finds will 
 assist in further interpreting the data. 
 
8.2.4 ‘Industrial area’  
 
8.2.4.1 Outside of the broch, the inner ditch (F28) was out of use before or between 210-50 BC 
 (SUERC-35375), and the cist (F11) had been constructed over it after this date.  The almost 
 identical radiocarbon date (SUERC-35368) of charcoal from the upper fill of the metal-
 working structure (F4), also built over the backfilled ditch, does support this.  Furthermore, 
 if, as the excavator has suggested, the cist construction cut through the metal-working debris 
 this indicates that the cist was built after this period and may further suggest that the ditch  
 was backfilled during a single event and the construction of the metal-working feature 
 took place closely thereafter.  
 
8.2.4.2 It is possible that the Feature 28 ditch may be contemporary with the ditch (cut C10.194) 
 which was identified in the Trench 9 northeast section on the southeast side of the broch.  
 The geophysical survey commissioned by Time Team in 2005, which identified an area of
 low resistance encircling the broch mound does indicate that a ditch-like feature continues, 
 and there may have been evidence for this uncovered during the project.  However, further 
 investigation is required to conclude this. 
 

 

 
Figure 25     Radiocarbon plots from dated samples from the Applecross Broch Community Archaeology Project 
       (SUERC, 2009, 2010)

Atmospheric data from Reimer et al (2004);OxCal v3.10 Bronk Ramsey (2005); cub r:5 sd:12 prob usp[chron]

800CalBC 600CalBC 400CalBC 200CalBC CalBC/CalAD 200CalAD 400CalAD

Calibrated date

SUERC-26924  2125±30BP

SUERC-26925  1925±30BP

SUERC-26926  2100±30BP

Atmospheric data from Reimer et al (2004);OxCal v3.10 Bronk Ramsey (2005); cub r:5 sd:12 prob usp[chron]

500CalBC CalBC/CalAD 500CalAD

Calibrated date

SUERC-35368  2115±30BP

SUERC-35369  1630±30BP

SUERC-35373  1860±30BP

SUERC-35374  1835±30BP

SUERC-35375  2135±30BP

SUERC-35376  1920±30BP

SUERC-35377  2160±30BP
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Plate 27     Panorama of the SSW side of the site – outer wall alignments
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Figure 26    Mosaic of laser scan images taken of Applecross broch in the middle of the 2010 season of excavations1 

                                                           
1 Deri Jones & Associates, Ltd 
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9 Summary of material culture and parallels  
 

McCullagh’s discussion below provides a more detailed overall look at the finds recovered 
from the 2010 season.  Specialist analysis of the finds, animal bone and sediment is in 
progress at the time of this report. 
 

9.1 General discussion of the finds 
 
 The majority of the finds recovered from the site were generated from overburden 
 comprising largely redeposited occupation material and from secondary occupation surfaces 
 within the core of the main structure and primary occupation material to the northwest 
 exterior of the broch mound.   Overall, they provide significant insight into general domestic 
 and industrial activity on the  mound and are similar to other broch assemblages from 
 Northern Scotland.  

 
9.1.1 Several items, such as the finds in the souterrain (F6) passage and at least three quern stones, 
 were found to have been deliberately deposited.  These objects may have been left in 
 particular places prior to the closing off or abandonment of an area, such as the smashed pot 
 in the centre of the courtyard.  The placement of the disused saddle quern in the later 
 courtyard paving may indicate the significance of an ancestral item and the deposit of deer 
 bone between paved surfaces in the intramural stair gallery may be deliberately deposited 
 remains of a final feasting event.  The three broken fragments of the incised sandstone slab, 
 too, may have been deliberately placed inside the main entrance, prior to its abandonment.   
 
9.1.2 The largest percentage of the assemblage was stone artefacts, predominantly cobble tools 
 used for pounding, grinding, sharpening and rubbing.  Of particular note are a large quantity 
 of whetstones, indicative of the use of iron tools (Hunter, 2009).  The finding of at least two 
 iron blades in the courtyard, the recovery of an ingot mould and the general scatter of iron 
 slag on the site, most notable across the ‘industrial area’ northwest of the building, alongside 
 the iron smelting and smithing residues from the metal-working structure (Cruickshanks, 
 pers comm) suggests that there had been significant iron-working taking place on the site.  
 The excavators did note, with interest, that very little animal bone was recovered from the 
 northwest exterior of the building, suggesting that the area had been confined to non-
 domestic, industrial activity.   
 
9.1.3 The number of rotary querns and the amount of animal bone recovered from the site is 
 indicative of food-processing.  The presence of at least two bun querns (Fraser, 2009 and 
 McLaren, forthcoming)is interesting.  One of the bun querns was deliberately broken and 
 found in the overburden within the northeast entrance above the same layer where the 
 broken incised sandstone slab was found. The presence of the bun-type quern and the 
 unusual rock art suggest there is more complexity to the site assemblage than may 
 previously have been thought.   

 
 Other domestic material, such as the pottery sherds recovered on the site are generally 
 indicative of Middle Iron Age occupation (Hunter, 2009).  The two sherds recovered from 
 the cist are hopefully diagnostic, one of which is a weakly everted rim sherd, resembling 
 Early Iron Age types (Hunter, 2009).  The assemblage also contains an unusually high 
 number of antler ‘toggles’, many of which are rough-outs and some which show use-wear 
 (Hunter, 2009), and may be indicative of some industrial use.  Similarly, Fiskavaig rock 
 shelter on Skye, occupied in the Middle Iron Age, produced a large amount of unfinished 
 antler toggles (Wildgoose and Birch, 2009). 
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9.1.4 The personal items recovered from the site include a fragment of a decorated antler comb, a 
 painted pebble, and Cu alloy objects- pins, coiled rings and other unidentified items.  The 
 shale bangle fragment and steatite spindle whorls (some decorated) indicates regional trade 
 links, probably steatite from Glenelg and possibly oil shale from Sutherland (Hunter, 2009).  
 Many of the objects are strikingly comparable to similar items from High Pasture Cave on 
 Skye. 
   
 The specialists’ study of the range of materials and artefact types will provide insights into 
 both the complex chronology of the site and the life of its occupants.  The links, too, with 
 the assemblages from High Pasture Cave and Fiskavaig on Skye, are useful, demonstrating 
 the connection between areas in the Inner Sound region during this period.  There is 
 certainly further scope for the Applecross assemblage to be studied alongside these 
 assemblages and others within the Inner Sound region, particularly the Iron Age deposits 
 recovered during Scotland’s First Settlers Project. 
 

  
Plate 28 SF07244 3 fragments of an incised stone slab, recovered from C239 lower fill of entrance (F58); SF10253  
 (inset): small sandstone cobble with incised markings, recovered from C10.01 outside of the broch W 
 

    
Plate 29 Rotary bun quern from C.236, upper fill of        Plate 30  SF0764 Spindle whorl with pecked markings         
 broch entrance (F58)                                                              from C306 
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Plate 31 SF10317 Rotary quern upper wheel from            Plate 32 SF10344, sandstone ingot mould;  
 C10.130, souterrain passage              Inset: SF1050 strike-a-light from C10.06 
 

     

  
Figure 27     Illustrations by Orlene McIlfatrick of ceramic sherds from Applecross Broch Community 
          Archaeology Project 
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9.2 Discussion of finds from the 2010 Season 
  
 (C J McCullagh) 
 
9.2.1 Introduction 
 

This summary aims to give an overview of the artefact groups from the 2010 season of site 
excavations, which took place in May – July, and those recovered during the later 
interventions associated with the consolidation of the broch structure.   

 
 It is a primary overview undertaken in advance of more detailed analysis and interpretation 
 of the site and is composed prior to the receipt of those specialist reports commissioned by 
 the Applecross Archaeological Society in 2010.  The summary does not attempt to give 
 expert interpretation of the finds, but rather to represent the writer’s view, as a member of 
 the excavation team, offering perspective on the ways in which the artefactual evidence 
 might be seen to augment the unfolding narrative of the site and, in some cases, the 
 biography of specific features or areas.  Whilst some further reading and supportive 
 literature references are given, it is anticipated that future in-depth research will occasion a 
 more thorough search and review of relevant literature, archival and documentary sources. 
 
 The total of small finds attributed to anthropogenic activity was 364, a 527% increase on the 
 number of small finds recorded for the 2009 season.  This increase in recovery of finds 
 likely reflects the advanced stage of excavations, which, in 2010, extended into later  
 occupation stages on the broch site and, in some cases, where opportunity allowed, into 
 primary and foundation contexts. 

 
The 2010 assemblage includes: 112 worked whole and fragmentary stones, ten worked flint 
/ chert flakes or possible tools and five pumice stones; 108 pottery fragments, one fragment 
of tuyère, one triangular fired clay object and at least 23 fragments of fired clay; 23 worked 
antler fragments and objects; 20 single fragments of bone as small finds, including two 
possible pin / awl rough-outs, and five bone ‘points’.   

 
Numerous fragments of metal working debris were recovered, mostly fragments of slag and/ 
or clinker and some stones with Fe concretions and adhesions.  At least 18 nodules of tap 
slag have been identified at this primary stage as well as one hammer-scale rich deposit and 
eight Fe plano-convex cakes. Eleven ferrous metal objects were recovered, including three 
knife / dagger blades.  At least 12 copper alloy objects are included in the assemblage, 
including two coiled rings; possible finger, toe or hair ornaments; one possible harness 
fitting two ring-headed pins and possibly two pins with faceted or ‘thistle’ heads.   

 
9.2.2 Worked and Utilised Stone 
 

As mentioned in previous reports2, whole and fragmentary worked stones that may prove to 
have originated as coarse stone tools predominate in the assemblage.  It is also notable that 
many of these stone artefacts continue to remain in situ.  A number may in the course of 
future investigations be characterised as quern-stone, grinding stone and hone fragments, 
being re-used in or re-deposited into the construction, shoring and in-filling of the contexts 
in which they can now be found.  Many of the stone tools have, indeed, been recovered from 

                                                           
2 Peteranna, M and McCullagh, C. 2010. Applecross Broch Community Archaeology Project: Excavation Summary and 
Preliminary Finds Discussion.  
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secondary contexts and, as such, may elicit little in terms of a chronological narrative for 
this assemblage. 
 
However, in 2010, the excavation of two passages below the main structure and fuller 
investigation and understanding of the overhead power line posthole and stay postholes, 
hand dug into the main structure and site in the 1950s, has revealed some interesting 
examples of what may be characterised as ‘purposeful deposition’ of worked and utilised 
stone, which will be highlighted below. 
 
Additionally, excavation of the ‘industrial’ area beyond the northwest quadrant of the broch 
- a multiple phased area that includes at least one possible hearth/forge feature, containing 
significant amounts of metal-working residues, including concentrations of ferrous stone 
and metal working debris conglomerations - may lend useful context to the continuing 
salience of whetstones, grinding / sharpening and burnishing stones throughout the site. 

 
9.2.2.1 Lithics 
 

Ten lithic tools and / or flakes were recovered during this last season.  None of these was 
recovered from the contexts chosen for the C14 dating programme, and, for the most part, 
the lithics collection represents finds from re-deposited, non-secure strata. 

 
 SF10137, a worked flint and SF10214, a worked flint with evidence of burning, were both 
 recovered from C10.35 the overburden to the NW of the souterrain passage / outer wall 
 passage (Feature 6). 
 
 Three flakes, believed to represent flint working waste were recovered from the overburden 
 outside of the main structure in the extensions of Trenches 2 and 8, towards the northwest 
 extent of the main structure and outside of this.  Neither SF10231, two flint flakes found in 
 the rubble and loam redeposit (C10.01 – C10.36) overlaying the central courtyard and 
 SF10265, recovered outside of the NNE side of the main structure in C10.36, can be 
 understood to denote in situ manufacture. 
 
 More debitage, recovered from C10.84, the uppermost fill of a linear ditch underlying a 
 metal-working structure (Feature 4); SF10275 comprises two flakes of chert.  These chert 
 flakes are accompanied in the assemblage by one thumbnail scraper, with evidence of re-
 touch, SF10355, an unstratified find and by SF198, recovered during the 2008 season.  The 
 chert for the flakes and scraper tool may well have been sourced from known nodular 
 deposits in the Durness Dolomite and Limestone outcrops in the Broadford area of Skye, or 
 even the nodules exposed in the valley of the Alt Stapaig, Scalpay3.  One other possible 
 source may be the known natural deposits on Staffin, Skye4.  When considering this possible 
 sourcing narrative, we are reminded of the maritime scope of the Applecross site; looking 
 outwards towards an east Minch region to the west that has, until relatively recently, been 
 more readily navigable than the mountainous terrain to the east. 
 

All of the abovementioned require further investigation in order that their characterisation 
and all proposed wear and retouch marks might be either confirmed or better understood.   A 
primary consideration of the possible dating for the lithics recovered at Applecross, should 
not rule out Iron Age manufacture.  These artefacts are not necessarily residual and the 

                                                           
3 Wickham-Jones, C. R. and Collins, G. H. 1978, ‘The sources of flint and chert in northern Britain’. In Proc. Soc Antiq 
Scot, 109 (1977-8), 7-21 
4 Steven Birch, Pers. Comm 
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presence of debitage flakes may suggest in situ manufacture throughout the life cycle of the 
site.  Recent research has shown this to be the case at other Iron Age sites, evidencing that 
lithic tools continued to be made and utilised as effective butchery implements5.   
 

 In positing that these tools might be contemporaneous with the life of the main structure and 
 its immediate vicinity it is worth noting C14 dating of context samples from the 2010 season 
 reveal a date horizon spanning from the Early Iron Age (c.360-290 BC), through to the Late 
 Atlantic Iron Age / Early Historic Period (c.340AD – 540AD).  Certainly, long periods of 
 continuous occupation of late prehistoric structures are known throughout the Highlands and 
 Islands of Scotland6; in some cases the lifecycle of single structures can be posited to extend 
 half a millennium, as at Cladh Hallan, South Uist7.    However, it will require more detailed 
 analysis of the synthesis of environmental, stratigraphic and artefactual evidence from the 
 excavations at Applecross to begin assessing the likelihood of continuities of occupation 
 within this span.  What can be surmised at this primary assessment stage is that some of the 
 re-deposits investigated across the site will represent a redistribution of earliest occupation.   
 
 Thus, whilst the variety of lithic artefacts recovered during each of the excavation seasons at 
 Applecross have not been found in what might be considered securely datable contexts, 
 when considered alongside the environmental dating programme and stratigraphic analysis, 
 the presence of, particularly, debitage flakes in redeposit might suggest at least earlier Iron 
 Age in situ manufacture. 
 
9.2.2.2 Pumice 
 

Of the five pumice fragments found in Trenches 4 and 8, two were faceted.  SF1038, found 
in C10.01 the overburden within the central courtyard and SF10263, recovered from C10.06 
the re-deposited multi-period occupation material, also in the central courtyard.  It is likely 
that these fragments were curated as burnishing tools. 

 
As has been noted in previous reports on excavations at the site, and as is noted of the 
assemblage from 2010, a number of the ceramic fragments found throughout the site show 
evidence of burnished or rubbed surfaces.  Recent research has shown that pumice 
fragments were used to achieve such ‘polish’ on Iron Age settlement sites, including 
comparative examples in the Northern Isles8.  Such fragments may have been used in 
grading protruding processes on bone and antler artefacts or for polishing the same9. 

 
 The recovery of pumice fragments during the 2010 season concentrates almost exclusively 
 in the central courtyard area.  Only SF1058, found in C10.21 close to the souterrain passage 
 / outer wall passage departs from this pattern.  It is noteworthy that two clay deposits, 
 interpreted as caches of clay, possibly being stored for the purposes of pottery manufacture, 

                                                           
5 Humphrey, J. 2007, ‘Simple tools for tough tasks or rough tools for simple tasks? Analysis and experiment in Iron Age 
flint utilisation’, in Haselgrove, C. and Pope, R. (eds.). 2007, The Earlier Iron Age in Britain and the Near Continent. 
Oxford: Oxbow Books, 144 - 159 
6 Ralston, I. and Ashmore, P. 2007, ‘The character of Earlier Iron Age societies in Scotland’, in Haselgrove, C. and Pope, 
R. (eds.). 2007, The Earlier Iron Age in Britain and the Near Continent. Oxford: Oxbow Books, 233 
7 Parker Pearson, M. et al. 2002, ‘Cladh Hallan (South Uist Parish)’, in Discovery and Excavation in Scotland, (NS) 3, 
121-122 
8 GUARD. 2007, ‘Post excavation artefactual analysis’. In, Shetland Community Archaeology, Sandwick, Unst. 
Shorewatch: http://www.shorewatch.co.uk/unst/arte_tools.html [30.04.10]; Calder, C S T. 1939,  'Excavations of Iron 
Age dwellings on the Calf of Eday in Orkney', Proc Soc Antiq Scot, 73. (1939), 167-84, 335 
9 Hallen, Y. 1994, ‘The use of bone and antler at Foshigarry and Bac Mhic Connain, two Iron Age sites on North Uist, 
Western Isles’. In, Proc Soc Antiq Scot, 124 (1994), 189-231 
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 on site, have also been located within the interior of the main structure: C10.60 and C10.64, 
 uncovered in this last season.  The proximity of stored clay and possible burnishing 
 materials may be compelling elements in locating localised pottery production. 
 
 Likely to have been imported from, at the very nearest, the littoral on the peninsula, the 
 pumice fragments are helpful in developing understanding of the wider, off-site resource 
 exploitation undertaken by the broch site’s inhabitants.  That is, that, in the very broadest 
 sense, we can infer that some of those who spent time at the site, had also visited the 
 intertidal zone, bringing back with them stones useful to the processing and finishing off of 
 ceramic, bone and, even, metal objects. 
 
9.2.2.3 Quartz 
 

Quartz is widely available in the Applecross area and, as found during this and previous 
seasons of excavation, is evident in both worked and un-worked states throughout the site.  
As well as being worked into stone tools, the tiny fragments ground for use as pot temper 
are readily visible in many of the pottery sherds that have been recovered in each season of 
excavation. 

 
 Among the worked quartz items recovered in 2010 was a pebble fashioned into a small 
 hammerstone.  SF10270, recovered from C10.97 the trampled floor surface of the south 
 intramural passage adds to the two tiny quartz hammerstones already recovered in 2009 
 (SF246 and SF252). 
 
 Each one is no more than 5cm in length.  Such delicate tools suggest fine work.  Certainly 
 the ring and dot decorations visible on the antler comb end-plate fragment (SF09236), part 
 of the 2009 assemblage of finds, denote delicate tooling, as does the possible chasing 
 evident on one edge of the fragment of rolled copper alloy sheeting (SF10119) recovered in 
 2010 and noted below. 
 
 SF1050 a modified quartzite cobble, with one linear groove incised on each flat face (in 
 transverse directions), and percussion markings on the narrow ‘edges’; creating a squared 
 off appearance, is interpreted as a strike-a-light.  It was found within C10.11, the overburden 
 overlaying the extension of Trench 8.  Although not recovered from a secure context, it may 
 be of note to future researchers that this object was located in the ‘industrial’ area beyond 
 the main structure.  A concentration of hearth and furnace activity has been identified in this 
 area and the utility of a fire-making tool in such an environment is pass-remarkable.  No 
 more certain inference should be assumed, however; as has already been mentioned this 
 object was found in the overburden and not within or in obvious close association with any 
 of the features identified in this trench extension. 
 

Similarly, SF10352 - recorded as unstratified, but generally located - two quartz pebbles, 
found during the consolidation works, is noteworthy.  The record shows that these pebbles, 
both evidencing a patina of anthropogenic polish wear, were recovered in the vicinity of the 
transition zone between the souterrain passage (Feature 6) and an area of main structure wall 
rebuild.   
 
This last season saw the uncovering of what appears to be a significant example of 
purposeful deposition at the boundary of this transition.  SF10317, the upper wheel of a 
rotary quern was found to be deposited, working face down, directly over SF10333, a course 
stone tool, at this spot.  Both are highlighted in the discussion of other worked and utilised 
stone, below. 
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Whether the location of these SF10352, the two polished quartz pebbles in what is believed 
to be association with the combined, structured deposition of the abovementioned quern and 
composite tool signifies their casual loss or a more purposeful deposition merits further 
thought.   
 
Purposefully deposited caches of what have been termed charm stones (rounded, polished 
pebbles, burnished through wear and sometimes decorated with pigment), are known from a 
variety of Scottish Iron Age sites10.  However, caution is proposed when positing this 
interpretation for SF10352.   
 
As little can be determined regarding the true stratigraphic relationship of these pebbles to 
other features and finds, further close examination of their polish and exploration of their 
surfaces for evidence of ‘painted’ or other forms of decoration is needed.  Subsequent 
findings may infer that these stones are, indeed, analogous to other known examples, which 
Ritchie (1971 – 2) has proposed might be considered antecedents to the ‘cold stones’, 
known to have been in use in modernity in Scotland.  Ethnographic records show that these 
stones were valued for their purported healing qualities11.   
 
Such further specialist examination is also recommended for pebble finds SF1005, SF1034, 
SF10156, SF10198, SF10226 and, especially, SF10260, found in C10.01 the redeposited 
overburden in Trench 8 extension and SF10288, recovered from C10.112 the base of 
Feature 4, a possible forge hearth.  Both latter examples are believed to show signs of 
staining / painting and the secure location of SF10288 is compelling as a possible example 
of purposeful deposition; that is deposition of an object into a place that may be inferred as 
meaningful; the foundation of a hearth, or the threshold between building zones, for 
example.   
 
In such cases the association of both the imbued meaning of the object (understood because 
of its purpose and utility for an individual or the community, for example a quern used for 
milling grain, or, in a less apparently ‘functional’ sense because of its amuletic or sacral 
qualities) and the meaning of the place of deposition can be interpreted as purposeful.  An 
inter-textual12 link is being created.  Further examples of interpreted purpose in deposition, 
uncovered during the 2010 season are highlighted below. 
 

9.2.2.4 Steatite  
 
A number of worked stones recovered from the Applecross Broch site, have been 
characterised as steatite.  As has been mentioned in previous reports, steatite artefacts are 
known from Iron Age broch contexts in the northern isles13, and, more pertinently, from Iron 
Age and earlier contexts at Dun Telve Broch, Glenelg and Uamh An Ard Achadh (High 
Pasture Cave), Skye14; both geographically proximate to Applecross.  The natural steatite 

                                                           
10 Hunter, F. 1996, Excavations at Leitchestown, Deskford, Banffshire, 1995: Interim Report. Illustrated typescript 
report by Dr F Hunter for the National Museums of Scotland. Edinburgh: NMS;  MacGregor, A. (1972-4), ‘The Broch 
of Burrian, North Ronaldsay, Orkney’. Proc. Soc. Antiq. Scot. 105: 95-6, 112; Ritchie, A. 1971-2, ‘Painted Pebbles in 
Early Scotland’. Proc. Soc. Antiq. Scot. 104: 297–301 
11 Ritchie, A. 1971-2, ‘Painted Pebbles in Early Scotland’. Proc. Soc. Antiq. Scot. 104: 299 
12 cf. Kristeva, J. 1980, Desire in Language: A Semiotic Approach to Literature and Art. New York: Columbia University 
Press 
13 Forster, A. K. 2002, ‘Worked Stone: Steatite’ in, Dockrill, S. et al (eds) 2002, Old Scatness Broch & Jarlshof Environs 
Project: Field Season 2001, Interim Report No. 7.  University of Bradford. 
14 Steven Birch, Pers. Comm.; Close-Brooks, J. 1972, ‘Two Steatite Lamps’, in Proceedings of the Society of Antiquaries 
of Scotland 104.  Edinburgh 
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deposits at Glenelg might be considered a likely source for the soapstone here, suggesting 
possible intra-regional trade and exchange. 
 
The recovery of a Steatite spindle whorl (SF10344); decorated on one face with a dot and 
cross hatch pattern surrounding the central perforation resonates with the recovery, in 2009, 
of SF09214, a steatite spindle whorl, with a pecked circular decoration on one surface.   
 
Both have notable crystalline inclusions, suggesting that the steatite, from which they have 
been fabricated, whilst having the utility of being relatively soft, may also have been chosen 
for its aesthetic qualities.  Like SF09214, SF10344 is a stray find.  Whilst there is no 
security of context for these decorated whorls it is notable that precedence for steatite 
spindle weights has been identified within Iron Age horizons at other broch excavations 
(Forster, A. K. 2002, p.4915; RCAHMS, 194616). 

 
9.2.2.5 Other worked and utilised stone  
 

Among the stone tools recovered in 2010, 15 hammerstones and six hammerstone composite 
finds (SF1020; 33; 41; 52; 53; 57; 76; 136; 144; 168; 179; 242; 257; 259; 276; 283; 328; 
331; 353 and 364) predominate.  This is perhaps unsurprising, given the complexity of 
multi-phasing and contingent remodelling and rebuilding of the main structure and the 
construction of later phase structures throughout the site. 
 
The next most evident classes of stone tools represented in this last season’s assemblage 
comprises the five smoothers and eight smoother composites, and the five rubber composite 
tools that are recorded, with all the recovered finds from this season, in the appended index 
(SF1021; 37; 44; 67; 77; 135; 196; 215; 243; 258; 259; 266; 267; 269; 314; 318; 354 and 
364).  Caution is extended in interpreting all of the above as milling components.  As with 
all of the finds from this and other seasons, expert analysis is anticipated to determine a 
more comprehensive understanding of the manufacture and utilisation of these tools. 
 
That said it is noteworthy, given the salience of possible milling rubbers that only one likely 
saddle quern fragment (SF10346), recovered from C0860, the paved area to the west of the 
outer, outer wall of the main structure, has been identified among the 2010 assemblage.  
This in contrast to the ten rotary quern wheels or wheel fragments recorded as special finds 
during this season, some of which are discussed below. 
 
Five whetstones and four whetstone composites (SF1045; 52; 72; 90; 144; 148; 196; 237; 
241; 313; 354; 360 and 362) and two composite grindstones (SF10313 and SF10360) were 
also recovered.  The presence of these blade sharpening tools affirms the recovery during 
this season of two ferrous blades, highlighted below; both complimenting the recovery of a 
knife fragment found during the Time Team excavations in 2005 and the variety of metal 
working debris, recovered throughout each season of excavation at the site and the 
uncovering this last season of what is believed to be a forge hearth (Feature 4) in the 
extension to Trench 8. 
 

                                                           
15 Forster, A. K. 2002, ‘Worked Stone: Steatite’ in, Dockrill, S. et al (eds) 2002, Old Scatness Broch & Jarlshof Environs 
Project: Field Season 2001, Interim Report No. 7.  University of Bradford. 
16 RCAHMS. 1946, The Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Scotland. Twelfth report with 
an inventory of the ancient monuments of Orkney and Shetland, 3v, Edinburgh, 152-3, No.406, 



Applecross Broch Community Archaeology Project 
Data Structure Report on the 2006-2010 Excavations 

  71  
 

The recovery of two metal working moulds (SF1073 and SF10344) provide pleasing 
affirmation of the evidence gathered during this season’s excavations and during previous 
seasons for on-site metal working. 
 
The recovery, from the vicinity of the metal-working feature (Feature 4), of SF10344; an 
ingot mould, formed from a small sandstone boulder, with notable quartz inclusions, cannot, 
unfortunately, be attributed to a secure strata.  The mould groove, measuring 120mm x 5mm 
and showing signs of leverage wear on either side, is accompanied by a curiously cruciform 
mould hollow in the upper left hand quadrant of the mould face.  It is not believed that this 
additional mould feature is an element of Christian iconography but rather that the hollowed 
out area may be a mould for belt or harness mount rough-outs17.  It is anticipated that further 
specialist analysis will illuminate both the purpose of this additional carving and the 
substance of the metal cast in this mould. 
 
A helpful association of artefact and feature is typified in the recovery of SF10278, a 
possible anvil, that is perhaps a re-use of a menhir type stone (other examples of which are 
known throughout the site, both in situ and in secondary contexts), from C10.27, the 
deposits of tap slag over an area 800mm in width, in Feature 4.   
 
This location infers a secondary deposition.  However, it also suggests that the tool was last 
employed in close association with the hearth forge.  Such suggests that during any further 
interventions, attention ought to be given to wear on the stones included associated 
structural remains at metal working feature and find spots and also to the recovery of 
associated debris in these vicinities. 
 
21 fragments of vitrified stone (SF1043; 115; 164; 167; 235 and 321) were recovered.  
Along with the abovementioned, these appear to relate to the evidence for metal working 
scattered throughout the site. 
 
Considering other worked and utilised stone found this season, two possible stone pot lids 
(SF1097 and SF1099) were recovered.  In terms of the whole assemblage, these now 
accompany the three possible lids (SF234, SF250 and SF256) that were recovered during 
the 2009 season.  These recoveries form notable accompaniments to the range and quantity 
of everted rim sherds that have been covered throughout the excavations at this site, 
examples of which are mentioned below.   
 
As in previous seasons, the predominant recovery from non-secure contexts of the 
fragmentary and whole rotary quern wheels recovered in 2010 (SF10109; 110; 130; 150; 
220; 306; 317; 337; 338 and 340) means that these may not entirely be seen possible indices 
of the ‘quern transition’ – one of the five elements of dating evidence relevant to the 
Scottish Atlantic Iron age, as posited by Armit (1991)18.  However, it is worth noting that 
any definition and evaluation of a sequence of structural and artefactual development, as 
indicated by such finds, may also be dependent upon the recovery and analysis of economic 
evidence indicating developments in agricultural technology and / or pursuant wealth 
display.   
 
Presently on-going analysis of the bone assemblage, sampled environmental material and 
investigation of the secure occupation layers will perhaps, in time, lend greater 
understanding to the potential significance of the rotary quern fragments in the phasing of 

                                                           
17 Fraser Hunter, Pers. Comm. 
18 Armit, I. (1991) ‘The Atlantic Scottish Iron Age: five levels of chronology’. Proc. Soc. Antiq. Scot. 121: 181-214 
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this settlement site.  It may also be considered that the emerging evidence for personal status 
display represented in the artefactual assemblage, including the dress and body ornaments 
recovered in 2010 and exemplified below, will augment such discussion in relation to 
Applecross. 
 
The concept of purposeful deposition, presented above, is amply demonstrated by the 
deposition of a micaceous schist upper quern wheel deposited working face down over a 
course stone tool (SF10333) over C10.130, the secondary silting in of the 'souterrain' 
passage (Feature 6) at the point of transition with an area of rebuild of the main structure 
wall.  
 
The placing of these elements, one above the other appears to infer structured deposition (cf. 
Cunliffe, B. 1992, pp.69 - 8319; Clarke, S. 2001, pp.76 – 8220).  Further interpretation of the 
characteristics of the contextual relationships associated with these finds and their sequence 
in the narrative of construction, destruction and / or abandonment may attenuate arguments 
for this reading.  
 
One final example of the worked stone assemblage merits highlighting in this overview.  
SF10253 is a small sandstone boulder incised with crossing linear pattern on one end face, 
recovered in C10.01 the overburden of the extension to Trench 8.   These carved striations 
that mark the narrow end face of this stone bear a striking resemblance to the markings 
decorating the fragmentary sandstone boulder recovered in the vicinity of the main 
structure’s entrance area during seasons 2006 – 2008.  The linear geometric motif of cross 
hatched and angular designs has been incised by pecking and subsequent grinding.  As with 
the large fragmented slab the design extends over the edges of the stone.  
 
The meaning of such unusual decoration is unclear; it does not fit readily into the normal 
canon of Neolithic or early Bronze Age rock art, but there are other, known examples of 
similar linear geometric “rock art”, both portable and earth-fast; some from Iron Age 
contexts, as, for example the petroglyphs discovered at what we are increasingly viewing as 
our regional sister site, High Pasture Cave, in 200921.  Both the Applecross and High Pasture 
Cave examples resonate with the incised decoration on ceramics from contemporary 
Hebridean sites, including Dun Mor Vaul, Tiree, and a pottery ware that has been dated to 
the middle Iron Age22. 
 

9.2.3 Worked Antler 
 
9.2.3.1 Worked tine and / or beam fragments 

 
Eighteen worked tine and beam fragments, not yet determined to be formed as final objects, 
were recovered during the 2010 season (SF1003; 1031; 1032; 1039; 1045; 1048; 1049; 
1087; 10145; 10204; 10238; 10295; 10297; 10300; 10325; 10356 and 10357).  One 
example, SF10297, recovered from C10.01, the general overburden, close to the main 
entrance of the broch structure, appears to have an incised decoration on the outer surface, 
and will merit from specialist examination. 

                                                           
19 Cunliffe, B. 1992, ‘Pits, preconceptions and propitiation in the British Iron Age’, in Oxford Journal of Archaeology, 
11: 1, pp.69-83. Oxford Institute of Archaeology 
20 Clarke, S. 2001, ‘Probably Ritual: Assemblage Interpretation at Newstead’, in Smith, A and Brookes, A (eds) 2001, 
Ritual Space (BAR International Series Vol. 956) Archaeopress: Oxford, pp.73 – 84  
21 Steven Birch and Martin Wildgoose, Pers. Comm. 
22 MacKie, E. W. 1974, Dun Mor Vaul: an iron age broch on Tiree. Glasgow: Glasgow University Press 
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Hallen (1994) has proposed that sawn off tines are indices of artefact manufacture, 
highlighting that for most antler objects, the removal of the tines laid bare the beam structure 
which could then be sawn into reasonably sized segments of the necessary length 23 .  
However, Hunter suggests that caution should be taken when interpreting antler remains as 
indicative of tool manufacture utilising either the tines or beams (2007a, p.8224).  A fuller 
understanding of the significance of the above listed and similar finds recorded as antler 
artefacts from previous seasons will benefit from the presently on-going specialist analysis. 

 
9.2.3.2 Annular cored antler sections 

 
Like SF09239 and SF09240, recovered in 2009, SF1013, SF1014, SF10256 and SF10324, 
recovered in this last season, are small cut ‘ring’ sections of antler, with the cancellous 
tissue cored out.  No attenuation or decoration has been identified on any of these examples.  
Although they are simpler in fashion and shorter than the more regularly recovered, similar 
antler artefacts, often identified as toggles (Knight, S. 2002, pp.378 -38025, Ritchie, A. 
200326) of which one certainly identified example of which has been recovered this season 
(SF10141), it is believed that both the Applecross ‘rings’ and ‘toggles’ may have been 
utilised as tool components.   
 
The shock absorbing qualities of antler are known27.  The preferential use of antler over 
bone for Iron Age and later comb production is a testament to the material resilience of the 
density and compaction of cancellous tissue in the former 28 .  Foxon (1991) certainly 
suggests that the hollowing out of antler beams and tines is expedient to their use as sockets; 
elements in a composite knife handle29.   
 
However, it is also worth noting that such may actually be counter-intuitive.  A blade with a 
circular sectioned tang, such as those known from the excavations of Iron Age settlement 
structures at Sollas, North Uist30, would very likely swivel and rotate in a similarly circular 
socket.   
 
Specialist analysis, focused upon examining the annular, cored sections for traces of Fe 
corrosion would be a recommended course of action towards determining the intended use 
of these artefacts. 

 
9.2.3.3 Antler Plaque 
 

                                                           
23 Hallen, Y. 1994, ‘The use of bone and antler at Foshigarry and Bac Mhic Connain, two Iron Age sites on North Uist, 
Western Isles’. In, Proc Soc Antiq Scot, 124 (1994), 189-231 
24 Hunter, F. 2007a, ‘Antler’ in, Dunwell, A. et. al. 2007, Cist burials and an Iron Age settlement at Dryburn 
Bridge, Innerwick, East Lothian. CFA Archaeology: Musselburgh, pp.82 -83 
25 Knight, S. 2002, Butchery and intra-site spatial analysis of animal bone: A case study from Danebury Hillfort, 
Hampshire, England.  University of Leicester 
26 Ritchie, A. 2003, ‘Jarlshof’, in British Archaeology 69. CBA.  URL: http://www.britarch.ac.uk/BA/ba69/feat3.shtml 
[16/09/08] 
27 Hallen, Y. 1994, ‘The use of bone and antler at Foshigarry and Bac Mhic Connain, two Iron Age sites on North Uist, 
Western Isles’. In, Proc Soc Antiq Scot, 124 (1994), 189-231 
28 Ibid. 
29 Foxon, A. 1991, Bone, antler, tooth and horn technology and utilisation in prehistoric Scotland. PhD thesis, 
University of Glasgow 
30 Campbell, E. 1992,  'Excavations of a wheelhouse and other Iron Age structures at Sollas, North Uist, by R J C 
Atkinson in 1957'. In, Proc Soc Antiq Scot, 121, (1992), 117-73 
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SF10112 found in C10.06 in the central courtyard area of Trench 8 is a rectangular, cut 
section of outer beam bark, perforated twice at either end with what appears to be holes 
made for rivets or nails.  The suggestion is that this object may be a plaque, prepared for 
mounting.  No obvious decoration has been perceived at primary assessment, but specialist 
examination may elicit less obvious, likely abraded applied designs. 

 
9.2.4 Pottery 
 

During the 2010 season, 108 sherds of prehistoric coarseware were found.  Generally, the 
pottery fragments appear representative of Mid-Late Iron Age examples.  Many are 
extremely abraded, indicating that they have lain exposed for some time, before being re-
deposited.   Typically, they are unglazed and have been constructed by pinching up coils or 
slabs of clay, rather than being wheel thrown. 
 
Many are cracked and appear to have been used over heat in this state, given the burning 
evidenced in the fissures and reduced interiors.  Many also show signs of crazing on the 
surface.  This along with the evident lamination, or peeling away of the inner or outer slips 
from the interior dark fabric, where the joins between slabs or coils have failed, is evidence 
of poor firing. 
 
As well as poor firings, the site’s occupants also had to contend with a certain poverty in the 
fabric of their clay.  As is typical of the period, many materials, including grit, quartz, sand, 
grass and seeds, are used to temper, or strengthen, the fabric of the clay, adding body and 
adherence. 
 
The excavation team have taken samples of local clay deposits in order to enable future 
petrological analysis and comparison between locally available sources and the fabrics 
represented in the assemblage.  The uncovering and full sampling of C10.64, a cache of wet 
clay set within C10.58 and C10.65 around the north stop wall of intramural gallery, 
interpreted by the excavation team as a store of clay ready for formation and firing in the 
hearth rich courtyard zone, will allow for future specialist analysis of at least one horizon of 
site based ceramics manufacture. 
 
All of the wares represent a variety of fabric colours and temper, which, as mentioned in 
previous reports, may not, necessarily be interpreted as signifying a multiplicity of wares.  
Certainly, studies of the more widely considered assemblages from sites in the Western and 
Northern Isles (Laing, L. 2003, pp. 48 - 4931) have suggested that variability in the bedrock 
and firing conditions is as likely to produce similar diversity (Campbell, E. 2002, p.13932; 
MacSween, A. 2002, p.15233). 
 
Most of the recoveries from the 2010 season constitute undecorated body sherds, meriting 
further specialist analysis in order to determine diagnostic features.  It is notable that 
SF10107, SF10152, SF10169, SF10189, SF10233 and SF10252 also evidence fine grit 

                                                           
31 Laing, L. 2003, Pottery in Britain 400BC to AD1900: A guide to identifying pot sherds.  Greenlight Publishing: 
Witham, pp.48 - 49 
32 Campbell, E. 2002, ‘The Western Isles pottery sequence’ in, Ballin Smith, B. and Banks, I (eds) 2002, In The Shadow 
of  the Brochs: The Iron Age in Scotland.  Tempus: Stroud, pp.139 - 144 
33 MacSween, A. 2002, ‘Dun Beag and the role of pottery in interpretations of the Hebridean Iron Age’ in, Ballin Smith, 
B. and Banks, I (eds) 2002, In The Shadow of  the Brochs: The Iron Age in Scotland.  Tempus: Stroud, pp.145 - 152 
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inclusions, a feature suggestive of Iron Age manufacturing techniques (Brown, L. D. 200234, 
p.53).   
 
The recovery of two grey ware body sherds (SF10268) from C10.97, the floor surface of the 
south intramural passage, close to the location of a similar sherd (SF09284), recovered in 
2009, in the vicinity of the possible interior continuation of the souterrain passage provides 
further interesting subjects for typological comparison.  Whilst, as already mentioned in the 
summary of finds recovered in 2009, there must be reservations placed on devising a 
narrative of the construction of the posited souterrain from a singular sherd, when it is 
considered alongside examples recovered during the 2008 excavations, further research, 
exploring comparisons with pottery typologies from dateable souterrain contexts within the 
region may provide useful insights, to accompany the on-going environmental analysis. 
 
Seven everted rim sherds were recovered in 2010 (SF1002; 10111; 10169; 10246; 10284 x2 
and 10349).  Of these, one, SF210246, appears to be decorated with an incised chevron 
pattern.  It is notable that this sherd was recovered from C10.63, the secondary redeposit, 
filling Feature 11, a cist / cell like structure in the extension of Trench 8.  It merits note that 
the only other decorated rim sherd recovered during this last season, SF10186, was 
recovered from the same feature backfill.   
 
By mentioning this, the writer is merely noting the coincidental location of two remarkable 
sherds and does not intend to hasten interpretations about the relative purposefulness, or 
otherwise of their inclusion in the filling in of this feature.  Again, only further analysis and 
synthesis of all the evidence collected can be expected to illuminate any archaeologically 
useful information about this notable factor. 
 
The aforementioned SF10186, one of three weakly everted rim sherds recovered this last 
season – the others being SF1018 and SF10152- has been dimpled just below the carination 
and then deeply incised with a chevron pattern, that is more than remarkably similar to a 
ware type associated with Beirgh, Riof, Isle of Lewis; post-complex Atlantic roundhouse, 
pre-Cellular phases, suggesting a mid – late Iron Age date35.  This is just one of many 
proposed connections with an Hebridean insular pottery type represented in the assemblage. 
 
As well as providing helpful insights towards dating the site assemblage, the writer hopes 
that the now considerable Applecross Broch Site ceramics collection might be used to 
inform the process of establishing a usable sequence for the later Prehistoric and Early 
Historic periods, in both Atlantic Scottish terms but also in the discreet, but supra- region of 
the East Minch. 
 
As with many of the prehistoric ceramics recovered during this and previous excavations at 
the Applecross Broch site, the sherds that comprise SF10330 are dark orange with a black 
inner fabric, showing evidence of burning and residues that may be indicative of 
environmental and economic information of the period.  Further specialist analysis of this 
and all of the prehistoric pottery assemblage will be necessary to determine the nature and 
import of such residues. 

                                                           
34 Brown, L. D. 2002, ‘Pottery: Prehistoric Pottery’ in, Dockrill, S. et al (eds) 2002, Old Scatness Broch & Jarlshof 
Environs Project: Field Season 2001, Interim Report No. 7.  University of Bradford. 
35 Harding, D. W. and Gilmour, S. M. D. 2000, The Iron Age Settlement at Beirgh, Riof, Isle of Lewis: Excavations 1985-
95, Vol.1 The Structures and Stratigraphy, Calanais Research Series No. 1.  Edinburgh: University of Edinburgh; 
Harding, D. W. 2000, ‘The Hebridean Iron Age – Twenty Years of Research – University of Edinburgh Occasional Paper 
No. 2’. http://www.arcl.ed.ac.uk/arch/publications/hebrides/ [7.01.12]; Mackie, E.  
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9.2.5 Clay 
 
9.2.5.1 Un-fired Clay Fragments 
 

Four small fragments of un-fired clay were recovered in 2010.  Whilst not technically 
classifiable as artefactual, SF1065, the two fragments that comprise SF1086 and SF10186, 
may, upon further analysis be more securely identified as daub fragments; as they are 
interpreted to be here. 

 
9.2.5.2 Fired Clay Fragments 
 

Numerous fired clay fragments were recovered during the 2010 season, often in the context 
of re-deposited spreads.  Many may, upon further specialist analysis prove to be scattered 
elements of primary structures; a furnace or a kiln. 
 
Certainly SF1081, a fragment recovered in association with vitreous conglomerate from 
C10.06, the eight fragments comprising SF1082 recovered from C10.27, the tap slag deposit 
in the vicinity of the wall face of Feature 4, a smithing hearth, and SF10274, recovered from 
Feature 28, the ditch underlying Feature 4, appear oxidised, with the characteristic red-
orange outer surfaces and grey inners that infers they are constituents of either a furnace or 
kiln36.  Whilst SF10274 possibly represents an intrusion from the overlaying structure, it 
might also constitute evidence for a primary, indeed precedent structure, broken up and 
redeposited; indicating multi-phased persistence of activity in this zone. 
 
SF1089, a tuyère fragment recovered from C10.06, at the southern extent of the central 
courtyard area, also appears indexical of furnace activity. 
 
SF10191, a white, fired clay object that appears to have been worked, was recovered from 
C10.53 the silty deposit surrounding most of the slabs in Trench 9 extension.  Little else has 
been determined about this object at this primary stage of assessment. 

 
9.2.6 Metal-working Debris 
 

Various of the abovementioned elements in the worked and utilised stone and fired clay 
finds recovered during the 2010 season have already been alluded to as metal-working 
debris finds.  Numerous fragments of slag were recovered throughout the 2010 season. 
 
The morphology of slag fragments can be extremely diverse in response to variations in 
temperature, duration of process, chemistry of the fuel used, the material of the hearth lining 
and the alloys used in the processes. The material found during the 2010 season, as with all 
previous seasons, reflects a diversity of slag types, including tap slag nodules.  However, 
only full specialist analysis will elicit those forms that may prove to be diagnostic. 
 
The recovery of SF10224, SF10334 and SF10358, plano-convex cake fragments, 
comprising ferrous material (tap slag) and associated detritus, likely to have been formed by 
a run-off of tap slag collecting in a circular pit close to a furnace, certainly points towards a 
more diagnostic material type– i.e. tap slags and smithing hearth bottoms 37 , affirming 

                                                           
36 English Heritage. 2001, Centre for Archaeology: Archaeometallurgy.  English Heritage: Swindon 
37 cf. Heald, A. 2007, ‘Slag: Description’ deposition’ in, Dunwell, A. et. al. 2007, Cist burials and an Iron Age settlement 
at Dryburn Bridge, Innerwick, East Lothian. CFA Archaeology: Musselburgh, pp.81 – 82). 
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interpretations of the structural contexts uncovered primarily in the extension area of Trench 
8.   
 
As mentioned in previous reports, the now commissioned further specialist assessment, 
considering archaeo-metallurgical techniques and their products and by-products will both 
clarify characterisation of this material and better inform the sampling and finds policies of 
future possible excavations in order that the maximum information can be recovered from 
all of the metal working debris at this multi-phased site.  
 

9.2.7 Metalwork 
 
9.2.7.1 Cu Alloy Objects 
 

The 2009 season saw the first indication of high status metal ware being used, at least, upon 
the site.  SF09272: believed to be the remains of a degraded copper alloy pin was recovered 
at the threshold between the intramural passage to the courtyard and the lower steps of the 
aforementioned intramural stair gallery, southwest broch. 
 
In 2010, eleven plus fragmentary and whole cu alloy objects were recovered.  At least ten of 
these are believed to be datable to the Late Prehistoric to Medieval Periods.  The most 
notable examples of these are detailed below. 
 
Two ring-headed dress pins, SF10307, recovered from C10.60 the clay surface over the east 
side of  the northwest intramural gallery and SF10159, with a broken shaft, recovered from 
C10.06, the first deposition of redeposit over Trench 4 are included in the 2010 assemblage.  
Although some such pins occur in Early Iron Age contexts in parts of England and Scotland, 
the precise chronology of the different types appears unclear.  Most of the Hebridean 
examples appear to date from the 6th – 7th centuries AD, and, certainly, these two examples 
appear analogous to such known Hebridean types38.    
 
Another dress pin, this time with what appears to be a ‘thistle’ formed, faceted head; 
SF10312 recovered from C10.30, a light brown - grey, silty sand with stone fragments and 
some charcoal flecking, underlying the secondary silting over the souterrain entrance and 
passage, (Feature 6) and a possible pin, again with what appears to be a faceted head; 
SF10138 recovered from C10.53, Trench 9, might both be dated to the mid-first millennium 
AD39. 
 
These examples lend clear weight to the growing evidence for a Late Iron Age reoccupation 
of the main structure site.  As small finds - redeposited, possibly intruded - recovered from 
secondary contexts, it may prove difficult to ascertain any more precise dating from their 
stratigraphic contexts.  Thus, further expert input on the proposed typological dating for 
these finds will be invaluable to greater understanding of their significance in the phasing 
sequence for the whole site. 
 
Two cast shank coiled rings, SF1071 recovered from C10.11, the overburden of, perhaps 
significantly, Trench 8 extension and the triple coiled SF10303, found in C10.02, a limpet 
shell cache, part of a midden, exemplify a type known from the Middle Bronze Age through 

                                                           
38 cf. Stevenson, R. B. K. 1955, ‘Pins and the Chronology of the Brochs’, Proc. Prehist. Soc. 21: 282-7; Ritchie, J.N.G. 
1971 Iron Age finds from Dun an Fheurain, Gallanach, Argyll', Proc. Soc. Antiq. Scot. 103:100-12. 
39 Ibid. 



Applecross Broch Community Archaeology Project 
Data Structure Report on the 2006-2010 Excavations 

  78  
 

to the Early Historic Period, with wide distributions throughout Europe40.  As such, they are 
not easily placed within a typological chronology. 
 
However, the internal diameter of SF10303, at 6mm, suggests that this was not designed to 
be worn on even the slenderest of fingers.  Both examples certainly bear close resemblance 
to toe rings recovered from Iron Age, Early Medieval and Norse contexts throughout 
Scotland and Ireland.  One other possible interpretation is that these items may have been 
designed as hair ornaments. 
 
These personal dress items are suggestive of wealth display indices either of the personal 
capital of some of the site’s inhabitants; heirloom curation, or of the site’s status as a metal-
working complex, commissioned to produce notable, if not remarkable metal ware. 
 
Adding interest to this picture is the recovery of what may be part of a cheek harness fitting, 
SF10308, from C10.12, a secondary deposit over the souterrain passage, Feature 6.  With a 
ring diameter of 25mm and some red oxide staining possibly indicating ferrous content, the 
object has been fashioned, decoratively, by twisting a thin ingot into a spiralled thread.  
Given the varieties of metal-working debris and structural evidence for on-site metal-
working it is not difficult to infer that this object might well have been fashioned at the site.  
Further, its consideration might, when synthesised with the analysis of other economic 
evidence recovered on site, serve as an index to developments in local technology and / or 
pursuant wealth display, inferring the domestication of horses here.   
 
Along with the vastly increased assemblage of metal-working debris, including at least one 
identified stone mould, and structural evidence for a variety of metallurgical activity, these 
finds and the environmental evidence sampled from their vicinities should help to build a 
more comprehensive narrative of the Applecross Broch Site as the venue for significant 
metal ware production. 

 
 
9.2.7.2 Ferrous Metal Objects 
 

Eight iron objects were recovered during the 2010 excavations.  The most outstanding of 
these are mentioned here below. 
 
Two objects were recovered from the area in the vicinity of the proposed forge hearth 
(Feature 4): SF10273, recovered from C10.84 a fill of Feature 28, the ditch underlying the 
hearth, appears to have the form of a peg like structure and SF10211, recovered from 
C10.73, a fill of the cist like feature (11) cut into the same ditch.  Both present a pleasing 
concurrence of artefacts and activity zone, despite their location in redeposited material.  
 
Given the salience of whetstones occurring in the entire assemblage from the site, it was 
pleasing in this last season to recover two iron blades.  Both SF10262 and SF10161 are 
tanged knife dagger blades.  As is typical of Late Iron Age – Medieval knives or daggers, 
they have ‘whittle’ or tapered tangs that are fitted to their handles by pushing the blade tang 
into the handle material.  As is mentioned above known examples of surviving handles are 
made from sawn and cored antler tine and beam.  Such blades were likely formed in a forge 
/hearth at ground level, using the traditional tools of hammer and anvil, and then hardened in 
tallow and finally tempered to the required strength. 
 

                                                           
40 Harding, D. W. 2004, The Iron Age in Northern Britain, London : Routledge, 107 
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SF10161, recovered from C10.54 the dark black - brown, well humified silty loam, matrix 
of a rubble, cobble surface in Trench 4 courtyard area, is a tanged dagger / knife blade, 
measuring 181mm in total length, 11mm in width and 8mm thickness and is proposed to be 
dated between the Iron Age – Medieval Periods. 
 
SF10262, interestingly, found in the same context, also in Trench 4, is a tanged blade point, 
laminated and broken in situ, measuring 65mm long, 38mm wide at the base, 31mm wide at 
the tip and 10mm thickness.  The evident laminations might be considered more typical of a 
later period blade, similar to the known examples of Early Historic and Norse hand forged 
laminated, blades; composites of forged wrought iron with steel cores41. 
 
Specialist analysis, including x-raying of the entire assemblage of ferrous metal objects 
recovered at Applecross Broch Site, will be welcomed, both in terms of enabling clearer 
identification of those more heavily corroded objects that, at present, defy clear 
characterisation and also in terms of identifying best candidates for conservation and further 
composition analysis. 
 
As with the aforementioned copper alloy finds, the on-going analysis of the ferrous objects 
and their attendant environmental and stratigraphic relationships will hopefully increase 
understanding of both the nature of and the likely activity spans of metalworking and 
deposition at this site. 
 
 

9.2.8 Modified Bone 
  
 Eight bone fragments have been clearly identified as possible tools or dress fasteners. 
 

SF10275, SF10278 and SF10282 have each been recorded as bone points.  Modifications, 
including sawn ends have also been noted on SF10174 and SF10103.  SF10105 has been 
identified as a pin and both SF10264 and SF1028 are proposed as possible pin / awl rough-
outs. 
 
Whilst in most cases observations of wear and polish might aid in determining the utilisation 
of such bone objects, ultimately, as will be the case with the latter queriable rough-out 
examples, specialist input on type and form will be welcomed. 
What is clear is that these and the other putative examples of modified bone recovered 
during 2010, and, for that matter in previous seasons are delicate objects, unlikely to 
withstand much pressure.  Therefore, in the case of the proposed pins, if these were ever 
utilised as part of personal attire, they are likely only to have been included decoratively 
and, if otherwise utilised as piercing or weaving tools, along with the possible awls and 
points, then only for light work such as textile sewing or tablet weaving. 
 
The assemblage of butchered, cremated, modified and other bone from Applecross Broch 
has been collected, stabilised and recorded in order to facilitate future analysis.  The 
presently on-going specialist analysis of the bone assemblage from the site will, it is 
anticipated, provide fuller information regarding species distribution, economic and 
environmental implications and cultural activities.   

 
 
 
                                                           
41 Peirce, I.; Oakeshott, E. 2007 Swords of the Viking Age. Oxford: Boydell Press. 160. 
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9.2.9 Conclusion 
 

This summary has provided a simple, primary overview of the assemblage of finds 
recovered during the 2010 season of excavations at Applecross Broch Site.   
 
As with the previous excavations, the majority of the finds have been recovered from 
redeposited contexts, consistent with the research design of the project, thus far – to define 
the extent of the broch structure, excavating and recording only the later levels of broch 
occupation.   
 
Iron Age material has been identified, as represented in the prehistoric pottery assemblage.  
The Long Iron Age through to Medieval Periods is represented by the recovery of a variety 
of metalwork objects and associated metal working debris. 
 
On some occasions, where the circumstances of excavation have enabled uncovering of 
believed to be primary contexts, examples of what may be termed ‘purposeful’ deposition 
have been recorded; as with the rotary quern wheel placed working face down over a coarse 
stone tool at the zone transiting between the souterrain passage and an area of main structure 
wall rebuild. 
 
A number of the finds recovered in 2010, including the sandstone boulder, incised with 
geometric striations at one end and the dimpled and 'chevroned', decorated rim sherd 
recovered from the cist- like structure in Trench 8 extension, illuminate possible insights 
into the less than mundane concerns of the site’s inhabitants, at varying times throughout its 
occupation. 
 
Again, as with the findings from previous seasons of excavation, it is noted that all of the 
artefact types and those ecofacts included as finds will merit from specialist attention and 
analysis, as instituted in 2010 by the Applecross Archaeological Society and by the 
excavation team.  Such research will enable increased understanding of their significance in 
the narrative of this multi-phased broch complex site.  This wider narrative includes the 
construction phasing; areas and types of industrial and domestic activity; intra-regional and 
wider geographic trading and exchange relationships and cultural influences and activities. 

 
CJMcC 7.01.2012 
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10 A note for future work 
 

 The investigation of the area outside of the main structure west-northwest, as uncovered in 
 the Trench 8 extension, Trench 3, Trench 5 and Trench 6 indicate there is a considerable 
 amount of archaeological deposits surviving intact beyond the main structure.  Further 
 excavation here and to the southeast of the broch beyond Trench 9 would be promising.   
 

It is also clear that the primary courtyard deposits remain in situ below the secondary 
occupation layers.  The excavation and section of the F12 stone setting in the north of the 
courtyard established that there is a significant depth to the secondary occupation material 
and that primary features survive below this.  Finally, the section through the south 
intramural gallery passage which reveal the ditch passage entrance (F46), also revealed an 
earlier cut through the white sand layer below the southeast walling and further supports 
surviving features below the walling. 

 
11 Archiving and Finds Disposal 
 
9.1 A full archive of publications and digital images relating to work at Applecross Broch is 

currently being held by Ross and Cromarty Archaeological Services.  A copy of all digital 
files will be left with Applecross Heritage Centre, Inverness Museum and RCAHMS.  The 
paper archive will eventually be deposited with RCAHMS. 

 
9.2 Finds reporting will be conducted in accordance with Scottish Treasure Trove procedures, 
 upon completion of specialist analysis. 
 
12 Publication 

 Copyright of this report is held jointly by Applecross Archaeology Society and the authors.  
 It is anticipated that a second version of this document will be published with copies of the 
 specialist reports. 
 
 Submissions about the project have previously been made to History Scotland magazine, 
 Archaeology Scotland publications and Discovery and Excavation in Scotland.  The author 
 hopes to follow-up with further articles in relevant publications. 
 

13 Education and presentation 

 Excavation of the site has already presented opportunities for wider community 
 involvement, education and presentation.  During the fieldwork, the project team has 
 provided guided tours of the sites and displayed the finds to visitors to the site.  On three 
 occasions, fieldwork results have been presented in the local campsite restaurant.  Several 
 talks have also been provided to various community groups, including the Community 
 Archaeology Conference held in Musselburgh in 2008 and the Groam House Museum 
 Lecture Series 2010 in Fortrose.  A one-day ‘broch conference’ was held in October 2010. 
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Table 1 Radiocarbon Dates from the Applecross Broch Community Archaeology Project 

 
Site 

Lab 
Code Sample Material Context Description Depositional 

context Uncal Calibrated  1-
sigma 

Calibrated  2-
sigma 

Delta-13C 
% 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Apple- 
cross 
Broch 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUERC-
35368 

GU-
24484 

Charcoal: 
Quercus sp. 10.27 

Charcoal sample (friable, not 
roundwood) from charcoal-rich 
metal-working deposit within 
Feature 4 hearth 

Primary? 2115 ± 30 195-95 BC 210-40 BC -27.5 

SUERC-
35369 

GU-
24485 

Hazel 
nutshell 
shell : 
Corylus 
avellana 

10.33 
Hazelnut from dark red-brown  
granular sticky soil overlying small 
hearth slabs, Feature 2 

Primary? 1630 ± 30 380-440 AD 340-540 AD -24.4 

SUERC-
35373 

GU-
24486 

Charcoal : 
Alnus sp. 10.05 

Charcoal sample (some curvature of 
growth rings noted) from a 
charcoal-rich deposit containing a 
discrete area of semi-articulated 
animal bone and antler and high 
density of pottery sherds; abuts 
inner broch wall in courtyard SE 
(Feature 3) 

Secondary 1860 ± 30 120-220 AD 80-240 AD -30.1 

SUERC-
35374 

GU-
24487 

Charcoal : 
Alnus sp. 10.65 

Charcoal sample (some curvature of 
growth rings noted) from 
intramural gallery no.1 surface—
overlying clay cache at NW stop 
wall 

Secondary 1835 ± 30 130-215 AD 80-250 AD -26.4 

SUERC-
35375 

GU-
24488 

Charcoal : 
Corylus sp. 10.89 

Charcoal sample from charcoal-rich 
organic layer underlying Feature 11 
cist floor slabs 

Secure but 
manner of 
deposition 
unknown (not 
excavated) 

2135 ± 30 210-110 BC 210-50 BC -26.8 
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Site 
Lab 
Code Sample Material Context Description Depositional 

context Uncal Calibrated  1-
sigma 

Calibrated  2-
sigma 

Delta-13C 
% 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Apple- 
cross 
Broch 

SUERC-
35376 

GU-
24489 

Charcoal : 
Ilex sp. 10.159 

Charcoal sample (some curvature of 
growth rings noted) from charcoal-
rich silt burnt layer at the base of 
cut for ditch Feature 16 

Secondary 1920 ± 30 55-125 AD 0-140 AD -29.0 

SUERC-
35377 

GU-
24490 

Charcoal : 
Corylus sp. 10.189 

Charcoal sample (roundwood) from 
black soily silt layer in T10 W face 
(overlies white sand layer C10.190) 
and abuts sub-broch passage 
(Feature 6) corbelling stone 

Secondary 2160 ± 30 360-290 BC 360-270 BC -25.0 

SUERC -
26924 

GU-
20411 

Charcoal : 
Corylus 
roundwood 

0838 

Charcoal sample from charcoal-rich 
soily clay from paved surface 
tucked against west outer wall face 
in T8/quadrant 4; C0838 underlies 
layer of stone chips/sherds C0835 

Secondary 2125 ± 30 200-100 BC 210-50 BC -25.8 

SUERC-
26925 

GU-
20412 

Charcoal : 
Corylus 
roundwood 

0844 
Charcoal fragments from animal 
bone deposit underlying slabbed 
surface in intramural stair gallery T8 

Primary? 1925 ± 30 50-90 AD 0-140 AD -26.0 

SUERC-
26926 

GU-
20413 

Charcoal : 
Betula 

0852 = 
10.148 

Charcoal sample from the soil fill 
within the upper courses of walling 
of sub-broch passage at the base of 
electricity pole hole 

Secondary 2100 ± 30 170-90 BC 200-40 BC -26.0 
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Appendix 1   

Applecross Broch List of Features, 2006-2010 
 
Feature 

No. 
Interpretation 

Dimensions 
(m) 

Description Location Drawings Contexts Finds Samples 

1 
Post setting? 

(2009) 
1.1 x 0.7 

Subcircular setting of large upright slabs and small 
upright packing stones (first uncovered in 2009) 
located in the courtyard below contexts 10.01, 
10.104/0839; it may be a post setting within the 
courtyard W and associated with later phases of 
occupation; it has not been excavated 

T8 ctyd 2010-Plan 14 
[0834]/ [10.70], 

0839/ 10.104 
- 

2009-104, 
106; 2010-155 

2 
Hearth setting 

(2007) 
0.8 x 0.55 
(internal) 

Small recumbent slabs enclosed by small upright 
slabs to form a subrectangular hearth setting 
inside the courtyard; associated with a later phase 
of occupation of the site - it was sampled but left in 
situ 

T1 ctyd 
Apr 2007-Plan 
11, 16; 2010-

Plan 2, 14 

10.31-10.33, 
10.41, [10.34]/ 
[0447]/[124] 

- 
2010 - 50-52, 
54, 55, 58 59 

3 

Deposit of 
semi-

articulated 
animal bone 

(2010) 

- 

An area partially uncovered in 2008 was cleaned 
back in 2010 to reveal a discrete deposit of animal 
bone adjacent to inner broch wall within C.10.06; it 
contained a large amount of antler, pottery sherds 
and animal bone, semi-articulated 

T4 ctyd 
2010-Plan 

213a-b 
10.05 

1012, 1059, 
1084, 1092-5, 

10101-5, 10164 

2010 - 7, 16, 
19, 49, 53, 60, 

61 

4 
Metal-working 

area (2010) 
1.2 across, 
0.14 deep 

Intensely iron slag-rich deposits overlay a rim of 
fused/burnt material surrounding and adhering to 
heat-altered recumbent slabs built against SE cist 
(F.11) capping slabs which had been shifted to 
define the metal-working area (1.2m across); the 
feature partially overlay and post-dated the 
backfilled ditch F.28 and post-dated the cist (F.11) 

T8 ext by 
T6 

2010-Plan 19, 
30 and Sect. 

23 

10.27, 10.42, 
10.84, 10.85, 

10.112, [10.179] 

1078-80, 1082, 
10108, 10134-5, 

10139-40, 
10167, 10171, 
10278, 10288, 
10294, 10296 

2010 - 48, 69, 
81, 85, 86, 

165, 167, 208, 
211 



Applecross Broch Community Archaeology Project 
Data Structure Report on the 2006-2010 Excavations 

 88

Feature 
No. 

Interpretation 
Dimensions 

(m) 
Description Location Drawings Contexts Finds Samples 

5 

Alignment of 
large stones 

around a 
deposit of 

sand (2010) 

0.7 x 0.6 

A semi-circular alignment of large stones (one 
upright) overlying and set into black occupation 
surface C.10.26; the stones encircled a patch of 
redeposited orange sand subsoil and abuts or 
forms part of possible walling [10.30]; didn't 
develop into a convincing structure but it is loosely 
interpreted as having an association with metal-
working, possibly an area of sand used for 
smothering fires/cooling metal in association w/ F4 

T8 ext 
2010-Plan 19, 

Sect 5 
10.21, 10.22, 

[10.43] 
1058 

2010- 42, 46, 
58 

6 
Souterrain 

passage (exc. 
2007 / 2010) 

- 

A backfilled, lintel-covered passage that abuts the 
outermost broch wall NW (uncovered in 2007); it 
was excavated in 2010 and revealed that it was 
built on top of the natural and cut through primary 
deposits inside the structure; at its terminus, it 
abuts the early sub-broch passage entrance 
(Feature 39); only the NE side of the passage has a 
portion of walling and there is no paving inside the 
structure although an area of paving  appears to 
lead up and out of the passage to the N 

T10 
2010 - Plan 
28, 29; Sect. 
9-10, 12, 19 

[0460], [10.44], 
10.124, 10.125, 
10.129, 10.130, 

10.131, 
(10.132), 

10.145, [10.164] 

10311-2 10317-
8, 10333 

2010- 176-
178, 182, 186, 
188, 194, 196, 

197, 201 

7 
Wall footing ? 
(2009/2010) 

- 

Alignment of large stones forming base of possible 
wall, surviving as 1-2 courses of stonework over 
rubble base; extends NNE from F55, a possible 
earlier structural entrance, abutting Feature 5 

T8 ext 2010 - Plan 6 [10.30], [0859] - - 

8 
Paving (2007-

2010) 
- 

Alignments of medium-large recumbent slabs, 
possible slabbed pathways crossing courtyard NE-
SW and NW-SE but heavily disturbed in places by 
tree roots and other forces; interpreted as final 
phase walkways within the interior, leading from 
the entrance to the intramural stair gallery 

Ctyd Various [243] / [0428] - - 
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Feature 
No. 

Interpretation 
Dimensions 

(m) 
Description Location Drawings Contexts Finds Samples 

9 

Paving slabs 
or stone 
setting ? 
(2010) 

0.65 x 0.41 

Three large horizontal slabs and several small 
stones form  part of the continuation of the 
courtyard slabbed surface or a  stone setting; 
located inside the broch courtyard, 0.5m NE of the 
intramural stair gallery passage 

T8/T1 ctyd 2010- Plan 14 
10.47, 10.82, 

10.83 
- 2010- 65, 130 

10 

Deposit - Iron 
slag and fire-

cracked 
cobbles in 

charcoal-rich 
deposit (2010) 

N/A 

Discrete area comprising a compact charcoal-rich 
deposit containing iron slag and a large quantity of 
fire-cracked cobbles;  located to NE exterior of 
souterrain entrance passage; the feature didn't 
appear to have a structural formation, nor did it 
continue beyond a c.2m by 3m area; interpreted as 
infill behind souterrain entrance passage wall NE 

T2 ext 2010- Plan 12 10.48 10142 2010- 71 

11 

Cist (2010, 
first partially 
exposed in 

2008) 

1.05 x 0.6 

A sub-oval pit lined with built stonework, upright 
slabs and laid with a floor of small slabs; it forms 
the NW edge of metal-working hearth (Feature 4) 
and was constructed inside an earlier ditch 
(Feature 28); the cist predates Feature 4 and post-
dates Feature 28; some fragments of burnt bone 
and one fragment of a decorated pot were 
recovered from the fill 

T8 ext 
2010 - Plan 7, 

20; Sect. 7 

[0618]/ [10.39], 
10.40, 10.63, 
10.73, 10.89 

10106, 10187, 
10189, 10211, 
10219, 10246, 

10250 

2010 - 63, 
110, 112, 132, 
136, 138, 139, 

163 

12 
Stone setting 

(2010) 
1.4 x 1.5 

Located to W of the electricity stay hole pits 
(Feature 30) was a discrete grouping of large, 
upright slabs [10.61] and soily fill which may have 
formed a later post setting in the broch courtyard;  
it is loosely associated with a possible small setting 
of several courses of stone  and upright [10.140] 
and a possible hearth deposit 10.76 - all of this 
appears to have been disturbed and partially 
truncated;  the feature was half-sectioned and 
remains inconclusive;  its excavation revealed 
earlier cuts (10.95, 10139, 10.141) into the natural 
subsoil, probably primary features 

T2 ctyd 

2010 - Sect. 8, 
29, 30, 31; 

Plan 10, 14, 
27 

[10.61], 10.62, 
10.67, 10.75, 
10.76, 10.88, 
10.94, 10.138 

10207, 10210, 
10232-4 

2010 - 92, 
113,  115, 

118, 121, 134, 
141, 179, 180, 

181, 193 
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Feature 
No. 

Interpretation 
Dimensions 

(m) 
Description Location Drawings Contexts Finds Samples 

13 
Post setting ? 

(2010) 
0.5 x 0.32 

A small, subcircular tight cluster of small upright 
sandstone and limestone slabs formed a possible 
post setting abutting the inner wall face within the 
courtyard N of the intramural stair gallery passage; 
it was not excavated 

T8 ctyd 2010 - Plan 14 [10.71] - - 

14 Structure - 
Outer face of walling underlying and outside of 
final phase of the broch outer wall, located on the 
SW side of the structure 

T1, T8 
2009, 2010 

(various) 
[0817] - - 

15 Hearth (2010) 0.9 x 0.67 

A layer of fire-cracked stone and a charcoal-rich 
loam overlaid a small stone-slabbed setting which 
probably formed a hearth or work area abutting 
inner wall inner face; baked clay adhered to the 
slabs and a small deposit of numerous small 
rounded quartz stones were found next to it 

T4 ctyd, 
near fence 

strainer 
posthole 

2010- Plan 14 10.77-10.80 - - 

16a-b 
Ditch passage 
(2009-2010) 

1.4m wide at 
top, 0.5-

0.6m wide at 
base, 1-1.1m 

high 

16a - Underground ditch passage on the SE side of 
the broch and terminated under the broch wall 
core 1.4m inside the outer wall face; the later, 
wider upper cut  is shallow and steep-sided and 
overlies an earlier, narrower deep, steep-sided cut; 
the base of the ditch measures 0.5-0.6m at base; 
Trench 9 was extended in 2010 and revealed a 
continuation of the ditch southward and another 
ditch running eastward off it (16b); overlying the 
basal silting in the ditch, were soily possible backfill 
deposits which may be from one episode of 
intentional closing-off of the passage; the 
backfilled material was covered with lintels slabs 
and these appear to have formed a later causeway 
into the broch 

T9 

2010 - Plan 
9a/b, 22, 24, 
36; Sect. 13, 

14, 33 

[0905]/ [0446], 
10.98-10.100, 

(10.119), 
(10.126), 

10.127, 10.128, 
10.143, 10. 158, 

10.159 

10252, 10261, 
10310 

2010 - 152-
154, 177, 190, 

196 
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Feature 
No. 

Interpretation 
Dimensions 

(m) 
Description Location Drawings Contexts Finds Samples 

17 
Hearth, 

disturbed 
0.9 x 0.5 

A possible sub-oval setting of small stone slabs 
overlain by charcoal-rich silt and adhering on the 
underside to a material of vitrified clay; located the 
inside intramural gallery (Feature 61) in T1-it was 
uncovered below C.0443 and predates this walling 
as well as the intramural gallery wall C.34- 
continues partly below inner broch wall inside the 
gallery 

T1- I-m gal 
#1 

2010 - Plan 18 10.92, 10.93 - - 

18 
Posthole 

(2010) 
0.24 x 0.2 

Cut for a possible posthole under occupation 
material C.10.36 outside of the broch overlying 
Feature 28; not excavated 

T8 ext 2010 - Plan 30 (10.167) - - 

19 
Hearth (exc. 

2007) 
1.0 x 0.68 
(internal) 

Small recumbent slabs enclosed by small upright 
slabs to form a subrectangular hearth setting 
inside the courtyard; associated with a later phase 
occupation of the site and was sampled but left in 
situ 

T2 ctyd 
Various, 2010 

- Plan 13d 
[0448], 10.96 10269, 10305 

2010 - 147, 
148 

20 
Deposit of 

animal bone 
(2010) 

N/A 
Discrete deposit of semi-articulated animal bone 
set within a compact black silt occupation layer in 
the courtyard centre 

Ctyd 
centre 

2010 - Plan 
14, 21 

10.81 - 
2010 - 129, 

140, 143, 162 

21 

Ditch or 
cellular 

structure 
(2010) 

0.6 wide at 
top, 0.4 
wide at 
base, 

approx. 0.65 
deep 

A linear ditch with steep-sided cut is partially lined 
with upright vertical stone slabs [10.117] and 
contained a huge deposit of sharp stone 
sherds/flakes (stone debitage) in the fill 10.144; 3 
large upright stones line the N side of (10.102) and 
2 large upright stones and phallic stone line S side 
of (10.102); rubble walling [10.115] forms stop wall 
to E; it is considered part of Feature 22 cut, which 
is a widened continuation of the ditch 

T8 ext N of 
F.28 ditch 

2010 - Plan 30 
(10.102), 
[10.115], 

[10.117], 10.144 
10316, 10321-3 

2010 - 185, 
189, 195 
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Feature 
No. 

Interpretation 
Dimensions 

(m) 
Description Location Drawings Contexts Finds Samples 

22 

Ditch or 
cellular 

structure 
(2008, 2010) 

Approx. 
width: 0.8 at 
top and 0.5 

at base; 
approx. 0.65 

deep 

A linear ditch with steep-sided cut is partially lined 
with upright vertical slabs, located to W of F.21; 
appears to be a widened continuation of (10.102); 
continues W outside of trench where it was 
uncovered in 2007 Trench 6 and continues N 
outside of trench where it may be associated with 
Feature 24; not fully excavated 

T8 ext W 
of F.21, N 

of F.11 
2010 - Plan 30 

[0619], 10.101, 
(10.102) 

0849-50, 08196-
7, 08219 

2008 - 17, 23-
4, 26-9, 59, 
64-5, 68-70 

23 
Paved surface 
(2008, 2010) 

- 

An alignment of small sandstone paving slabs, set 
into fine white sand, C.10.45, which appears to 
extend from the souterrain passage (F.6) and may 
have formed a path-like entrance into it 

T8 ext  / T2 
ext 

2010 - Plan 23 [0476], [10.44] - - 

24 
Slab-lined 
ditch/cut 

(2008, 2010) 

Approx. 0.9 
wide, not 

fully 
excavated to 

base 

A cut/ditch (10.114) is lined with a very large 
upright slab and appears associated with the 
Feature 21/22 cells/ditches; cut is blocked at S and 
W sides walling [10.116] which underlies Feature 
21 walling; continues N out of trench, partially 
uncovered in T3 

T8 ext 2010 - Plan 32 
10.110, (310)/ 

(10.114), 
[10.116] 

10279 
2010 - 159, 

160, 170 

25 

Broch 
entrance and 

Outer wall 
restructuring 

(2010) 

- 

Displaced boulders from wall [0423], Feature 36, 
which were shifted to form an entrance to the 
broch over lintel slabs [0905], Feature 16, to SE 
side of the broch 

T1 ext / T8 
ext 

Various [10.166] - - 

26 
Wall base or 
path (2010) 

- 
Straight line of small-medium horizontal slabs (1 
course) outside of outermost wall T8 

Outside 
walling in 

T8 
2010 - Plan 16 [10.168] - - 

27 Hearth (2010) - 

Subrectangular hearth setting of small stone slabs 
and small upright stones, mostly underlying and 
pre-dating hearth Feature 19; only partially 
revealed and not excavated 

T2 ctyd 2010 - Plan 14 [10.107], 10.109 - 2010 - 157 
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Feature 
No. 

Interpretation 
Dimensions 

(m) 
Description Location Drawings Contexts Finds Samples 

28 Ditch (2010) 
Approx. 1.4 

wide, 0.4-0.6 
deep 

A linear ditch, revealed underneath metal-working 
hearth, Feature 4, and spread of slag deposit; 
contains silting at base under backfilled material 
under hearth residue and formed by (10.113) to N 
and (10.57) to S, where the cut appears to form 
the edge of a levelling off of the ground surface; 
cut by cist, Feature 11, which is built into ditch; 
ditch continues E and W outside of trench; 

T8 ext 
2010- Plan 30, 

Sect. 23 

(10.113), 
(10.57), 10.84, 
10.85, 10.118, 
10.196-10.199 

10273-5, 10293, 
10336 

2010- 168, 
169, 212, 215 

29 
Hearth-
possible 

(2009, 2010) 
1.05 x 1.0 

Remains of possible hearth material (uncovered in 
2009) comprising very charcoal-rich soil overlying 
fine white sand outside of the broch and W of F.16 

T9 
2010 - Plan 

24,  36 
0903/ 10.103 
and 10.111 

09250 
2010 - 171, 

158, 166 

30 
Electricity pole 

stay holes 
(2007, 2010) 

1.8 by 1.5 
Two connected cuts containing redeposited fill--
holes dug for electricity pole wire stays 

T2 
2010 - Plan 

14, Sect. 1-3 
(10.04), (10.16), 

10.03/0465 

1019, 1028, 
1030, 1033, 

1041, 1044-5, 
1048, 10169 

2010 - 23, 25, 
27, 33, 36-8 

(Kubiena) 

31 
Deposit of pot 
sherds (2010) 

- 

Discrete deposit of overlapping pottery rim sherds 
and body sherds (17 fragments), deposited near 
the centre of courtyard within occupation surface 
C.10.120 (like C.10.06) where Feature 8 paving 
slabs slope inward towards the W 

Ctyd 
centre 

2010 - Plan 14 10.120 10284, 10286-7 
2010 - 172-

174 

32 
Posthole 

(2010) 
0.10 x 0.15, 
0.14 deep 

Small, steep-sided posthole outside of the broch 
NW; contains charcoal and small upright stones 
and pebble tool-used for packing stones; cut 
through white sand into the subsoil 

T8 ext 2010 - Sect 15 10.134, (10.135) 10314, 10326 - 

33 
Posthole 

(2010) 
0.15 x 0.13, 
0.10 deep 

Small posthole located outside of the broch NW, 
cut through white sand into the subsoil 

T8 ext 2010 - Sect 16 
10.123 / 10.160, 

(10.133) 
- 2010 - 175 

34 
Posthole 

(2010) 
0.30 x 0.27, 
0.10 deep 

Small posthole located outside of the broch NW, 
contained fire-cracked stone and cut through 
white sand into the subsoil 

T8 ext 2010 - Sect 17 10.136, (10.137) - - 



Applecross Broch Community Archaeology Project 
Data Structure Report on the 2006-2010 Excavations 

 94

Feature 
No. 

Interpretation 
Dimensions 

(m) 
Description Location Drawings Contexts Finds Samples 

35 
Posthole 
(possible) 

Not 
excavated, 

approx. 
20cm 

diameter 

A small subcircular cut containing fill with possible 
packing stones appeared below Feature 12 during 
sectioning; it could be a primary feature in the 
courtyard and was not excavated, although a 
sample was taken from the upper fill 

T2 ctyd 2010 - Plan 27 10.94, (10.95) - - 

36 
Wall (2009, 

2010) 
- 

Foundation courses of possible earliest structure 
on site, comprises large boulders over small-
medium flat slabs 

T1-T8 Various [0423], [0843] - - 

37 
Ardmarks 

(2010) 
- 

Linear, amorphous cuts into white sand and 
containing 'black' occupation material fill; 
interpreted as ardmarks 

T8 ext / 
T10 

2010 - Plan 30 10.42 - - 

38 Ditch (2010) 0.3 deep 

Later ditch re-cut forming deeper edge below the 
white sand surface (C10.45), T8 extension; retained 
by stones/slabs to form possible terrace; Feature 
28 ditch cut (10.113) appears to be a continuation 
of this 

T8 ext 
2010 - Plan 
30, 32; Sect. 

22 

(10.57), 10.200-
10.202 

- - 

39 
Passage 

(2009, 2010) 

0.73 wide, 
approx. 1.25 

deep 

Well-built drystone passage underlying the  broch 
structure and cut into the natural subsoil; revealed 
after removal of overhead power line pole in 2009, 
Feature 59, which had caused some 
disturbance/displacement of deposits; the passage 
extends from edge of F.6 souterrain cut at N where 
upright stone door posts  flank entrance then cuts 
steeply down into passage and continues 
southward outside of excavated pole hole cut 

T10, 
exposed in 

F.59 

2010 - Plan 
29; Sect. 11, 

18, 19, 28 

(0856)/ 
(10.152), 
[0854], 

[10.154], 
[10.155], 

10.149, 10.150, 
10.161, 10.162 

- 
2010 - 183, 

203-205 

40 
Pit of 

unknown 
use(2010) 

1.1 by 0.75 

Suboval, shallow pit underlying eastern  rubble 
walling of F.6 souterrain within intramural gallery 
no. 3, Feature 63; was cut through white sand and 
ardmarks 

T10 
2010 - Plan 
35, Sect. 34 

(10.163), 10.178 - 2010 - 207 
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Feature 
No. 

Interpretation 
Dimensions 

(m) 
Description Location Drawings Contexts Finds Samples 

41 Wall (2010) 
Survives 

0.6m wide 

1-2 courses of stone forming a wall footing below 
intramural gallery passage #3, Feature 63; remains 
of an earlier wall, predating broch inner wall 

T10 2010 - Plan 35 [10.169] - - 

42 
Posthole 

(2010) 
0.20 x 0.25 

Small subcircular posthole located outside of the 
broch 

T8 ext 2010 - Sect 20 (10.170), 10.171 - - 

43 
Posthole 

(2010) 
0.30 by 0.25 

Small subcircular posthole with some packing 
stones visible; located outside of the broch, not 
excavated 

T8 ext 2010 - Plan 32 (10.172), 10.173 - - 

44 
Posthole 

(2010) 
0.24 by 0.28 

Small subcircular posthole located outside of the 
broch 

T8 ext 2010 - Plan 32 (10.174), 10.175 - - 

45 
Posthole 

(2010) 
0.34 by 0.38 

Small subcircular posthole with some packing 
stones visible; located outside of the broch, not 
excavated 

T8 ext 2010 - Plan 32 (10.176), 10.177 - - 

46 

Ditch, 
continuation 
of F.16 ditch 

(2010) 

- 

Shelf-cut entrance for ditch passage, Feature 16, 
extending NW 1.5m below the broch under 
intramural gallery no. 1 (F61) passage; it is marked 
with upright possible pillar stones; a small portion 
of walling (Feature 48) was uncovered during 
excavation built over the ditch cut 

T9 
2010 - Sect. 

33 

(10.182), 
10.183, 10.184, 

10.195 
10332 

2010 - 216-
218 

47 
Pit of 

unknown use 
(2010) 

0.55 across, 
0.30 deep 

Subcircular pit  located to SE of ditch (Feature 28) 
and cist (Feature 11) and near to two post settings 
(Feature 32 and Feature 33); cut through white 
sand into natural; filled with black soil containing 
quartz chips, cracked cobbles below two stone 
slabs-possible fire pit (?) 

T8 ext 2010 - Plan 32 (10.187), 10.188 - - 
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Feature 
No. 

Interpretation 
Dimensions 

(m) 
Description Location Drawings Contexts Finds Samples 

48 Wall (2010) - 

Wall face visible in profile of intramural gallery no. 
1 passage section, overlies (10.182) and F.46; 
possible stop wall associated with later 
restructuring of the broch, possibly as part of the 
entrance here 

T1 2010 - Sect 33 [10.185] - - 

49 
Hearth setting 

(2007) 
0.92 x 0.5 

Small recumbent slabs enclosed by small upright 
slabs to form a subrectangular hearth setting 
inside the courtyard; associated with a secondary 
occupation of the site - excavated completely in 
2007 

T2 Various, 2007 [0449], 213 - - 

50a-b 
Paved surface 

(2009) 
- 

50a - Paving slabs overlying intramural stair gallery 
may form continuation of later phase of paving, 
Feature 8, inside courtyard; overlies an earlier, 
similarly paved surface (Context 0842) in the 
intramural stair gallery (50b) 

T8 I-m stair 
gallery 

Various 2009 
[0807]/ [0816], 

[0842] 
08286 - 

51 
Bone deposit 

and clay 
surface (2009) 

0.4 x 0.25 

Tightly packed group of lower jawbones and 
vertebrae within a charcoal-rich context; 
uncovered below later paving (Feature 50b) and 
abutting intramural stair passage SW face; loosely 
interpreted as remains from 'feasting' closure 
event in stair gallery 

T8 I-m stair 
gallery 

Various 2009 0841, 0844 
 

2009 - 125, 
134 

52 Hearth (2009) 1.3 x 0.43 

Slight ditch (flue?), Context 0849, cut through an 
earlier possible hearth comprised slabs set into 
clay surface, Context [0845]; constructed within 
intramural stair passage below later paved 
surfaces 

T8 I-m stair 
passage 

Various 2009 
[0845],  0846-8, 

(0849), 0850  

2009 - 109-
113, 117-124, 
126, 127, 132, 

136, 137 
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Feature 
No. 

Interpretation 
Dimensions 

(m) 
Description Location Drawings Contexts Finds Samples 

53 
Post setting 

(2009) 
0.25 x 0.2 

A small subcircular setting of upright stones was 
interpreted as a post hole setting; located adjacent 
to uppermost in situ step in the intramural stair 
gallery; possibly associated with activities inside 
the intramural stair passage or with the later paved 
surface, Feature 50 

Above T8 I-
m passage 

steps 
Various 2009 [0808] - - 

54 
Alcove ? 
(2009) 

0.32 by 0.42 
A small subcircular gap in the inner wall inner face 
in T8, appears to have been formed as a setting - 
use is unknown 

T8 inner 
wall inner 

face 
Various 2009 [0826] - - 

55 
Possible 
entrance 

1.9 wide 

Four large boulders and 1-2 courses of small stone 
abutting outer face of outer wall [0837]; remains 
of stone walling may continue northward (C10.30); 
a possible paved surface was uncovered within and 
extended outside of the boulder entrance; may be 
associated with Features 70 and 71 

T8 Various 
0835, [0859], 

[0860], [10.30] 
- - 

56 
Stone 

groupings 
- 

Two laid-out groupings of stone within the 
courtyard later phase of occupation; possibly 
abandoned building material that was never used 

Ctyd 
centre 

Various [0432], [10.210] - - 

57 
Fence post 

hole 
0.9 by 0.55 

Suboval cut through broch deposits for fence 
strainer post 

T4 ctyd Various (0466), 0467 - - 

58 
Broch 

entrance 

1.15 wide; 
5.35 long N 

wall, 3.3 
long S wall 

Main entrance into the broch, possibly with later 
adaptations; well-built stonework with an 
elongated northwest face 

NE quad of 
broch 

Various 
[0456], [0457], 
[0458], [0470] 

[10.17], [10.24] 
- - 

59 
Electricity pole 

hole 
2.0 by 1.5 1950s cut and backfill for electricity pole hole NW ctyd Various 

(0820), 0829, 
0833 

09241-2, 09244-
7, 09251 

2009 - 96 

60 
Intramural 
stair gallery 

Steps 0.82 
long 

Broch intramural stair gallery and passage, four 
slabs remain in situ 

SW Various [0805], [0809] - - 
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Feature 
No. 

Interpretation 
Dimensions 

(m) 
Description Location Drawings Contexts Finds Samples 

61 
Intramural 
gallery no.1 

See plan 

Final phase of intramural gallery and wall passage 
located S end of broch; appears to have been 
widened at W end and contained several probable 
later internal divisions at E end by Feature 25 
entrance 

S and SW Various 

[0437-0445], 
[111]/[34], 

[108], [116], 
[106], 10.58, 
10.65/10.90 

10173, 10177, 
10180, 10182, 

10190, 10200-3, 
10209, 10213, 
10215 10226, 
10236, 10331 

2010 - 97, 
101-104, 119, 
125, 127, 142, 

146 

62 
Intramural 
gallery no.2 

See plan 
Final phase of Intramural gallery and wall passage 
located in broch SE 

SE Various [0410-0420] - - 

63 
Intramural 
gallery no.3 

See plan 

Final phase of intramural gallery and wall passage 
located in broch N-NW;  ENE half of gallery may 
have been widened; gallery may have once 
continued eastward 

NW and N Various 

[39], [0450-
0454], [0821], 
[0827], [0831], 
[0832], 10.60 

10193, 10223, 
10229, 10237-8, 

10307 

2010 - 89, 90, 
95, 96, 105, 

128, 202 

64 

Wall- later 
phase of 

restructuring 
outer wall 

(2009) 

See plan 

Highest-standing section of the broch outer wall 
face, well-built using boulders infilled with small 
slabs; this 5m section of walling merges the pre-
existing wall [0817] with a later outer wall [30] to 
form a new outer wall face 

T8 2009-various [0837] - - 

65 
Broch outer 

wall 
See plan Outer wall of broch, final phase - Various 

[20], [21], [30], 
[32], [33], [36], 

[42], [0828] 
- - 

66 
Broch inner 

wall 
See plan Inner broch of wall, final phase - Various 

[9], [14], [16], 
[18], [19], [34], 

[35], [37], [111], 
[0406-0409], 

[0823] 

- - 

67a-b Infilled walling See plan 

67a- Wall core/infill between inner and outer 
broch walls, located to either side of entrance, 
Feature 58; 67b - line of four upright slabs within 
walling NW of broch entrance, Feature58 

T2, T4 Various 
[0473], [0475], 

[0459] 
- - 
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Feature 
No. 

Interpretation 
Dimensions 

(m) 
Description Location Drawings Contexts Finds Samples 

68 
Outer wall 

face 
See plan 

Remnants of an outer face of wall in T4, unknown 
phase 

T4 Various [0422], [0424] - - 

69 
Outer wall 

face 
See plan 

Intermediate outer wall face between Feature 67b 
and outer wall face in NNE broch (Trench 2) 

T2 Various [10.204] - - 

70 
Possible wall 

base 
See plan 

Part of a possible boulder revetment wall or base 
of a wall; uncovered in Trench 5 and possibly 
associated with Feature 55 

T5 2008 plans [0507] - - 

71 
Bank or 

causeway? 
2.4 wide 

Compact bank of stone and cobbles, possible 
causeway or surface, uncovered in Trench 6 and 
possibly associated with Feature 55 

T6 2008 plans [0607] - - 

72 
Hearth or 

work area? 
1.3 long, 

0.55 wide 

Possible setting of stones set within clay surface, 
may have formed work area or hearth setting; 
located in intramural gallery no.3, Feature 63, at 
the NE end and abuts stop wall [0454] 

T2 Various 10.211 
10193, 10223, 

10229 10237-8, 
10307 

2010 - 89, 90, 
95, 96, 105, 

128, 202 

73 
Posthole 

(2010, not 
excavated) 

0.25 x 0.13 
Small posthole located outside of the broch NW, 
cut through white sand, not excavated 

T8 ext 2010 - Plan 32 - - - 

74 
Posthole 

(2010, not 
excavated) 

0.30 x 0.15 
Small posthole located outside of the broch NW, 
cut through white sand, not excavated 

T8 ext 2010 - Plan 32 - - - 

75 
Pit of 

unknown use 
(2010) 

0.65 x 0.55, 
0.25 deep 

Subcircular pit  located to NW of ditch, Feature 38; 
cut through natural and filled with grey-black soil 
containing charcoal flecks and charcoal-rich basal 
deposit 

T8 ext 
2010 - Sect . 

22 
(10.212), 10.213 - - 
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Appendix 2   
Applecross Broch List of Contexts, 2006-2010 
 

Context 
No. Description Type Fill of Filled 

by Under Over Trench Finds Sample 
No. 

Section 
No. 

Plan 
No. 

Feature 
No. Interpretation / notes 

APL06 2006 Field season                         

99 Spoil -           0610           

1 Turf/topsoil Deposit     - 4 1   -     - Turf/topsoil 

2 Turf/topsoil Deposit 
    

- 
8, 226, 

232, 236-
7, 240-1 

2   - 
    

- Turf/topsoil 

3 Modern boundary wall over 
broch , aligned NW-SE Structure 

    
- 4, 8     - 

    
- Boundary wall 

4 
Topsoil-Dark brown sandy soil 
w/ 30% small-medium 
sandstone frags 

Deposit 

    

1, 3 

6, 31, 40, 
41, 101, 

106, 109, 
117, 131-

3 

1 0601, 0604 - 

    

- Topsoil 

5 Redeposited topsoil over Time 
Team T1 tarpaulin Deposit 

    
- - 1   - 

    
- Redeposited topsoil, 

spoil 

6 Large stones and boulders Deposit 

    

4 

9, 10, 14, 
25, 26, 27, 
32-4, 36, 

37 

1   - 

    

- Broch rubble 

7 Redeposited topsoil over Time 
Team T3 tarpaulin Deposit 

    
    2   - 

    
- Redeposited topsoil, 

spoil 

8 
Topsoil-Dark brown sandy soil 
w/ 30-40% angular sandstone 
frags and some shell 

Deposit 
    

2, 3 
6, 17, 28, 

31, 40, 41, 
200 

2 0614 1 
    

- Topsoil, contemporary 
with C.236 

9 Inner broch wall core Structure     6   1   -     66 Wall core 

10 Outer broch wall external face Structure     6   1   -     65 Wall face 

11 Modern boundary wall 
outside of broch site Structure 

    
        - 

    
- Boundary wall 
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Context 
No. Description Type Fill of Filled 

by Under Over Trench Finds Sample 
No. 

Section 
No. 

Plan 
No. 

Feature 
No. Interpretation / notes 

12 

Dark brown-black sticky soil 
w/ 45% small-smooth cobbles 
and sandstone frags 
throughout; north corner T1 

Deposit 

    

17 10.06 1   - 

    

- Redeposited occupation 
material 

13 

Dark brown-black, very sticky 
soil w/ angular sandstone 
frags and some cobbles 
throughout; south corner T2 

Deposit 

    

17 10.06 2 0602-3, 0605-
10 - 

    

- 

Redeposited occupation 
material, contained IA 
pottery, slag, butchered 
bone 

14 Inner broch wall internal face Structure     6   1   -     66 Wall face 

15 
Possible midden uncovered in 
Time Team T3; much shell 
within 

Deposit 
    

7 10.02 2   - 
    

- Midden? 

16 Inner broch wall core Structure     31 10.169 2   -     66 Wall core 

17 

Transitional deposit between 
C.4/8 and C.12/13; dark 
brown-grey with scattered 
charcoal frags and shell 

Deposit 

    

4, 8 12, 13 2 0611-12, 0615 - 

    

- 
Redeposited occupation 
material, contained a lot 
of pottery 

18 Inner broch wall internal face Structure     31 10.169 2   -     66 Wall face 

19 Inner broch wall - Structures 
16, 18, 35 Group 

    
31 10.169 2   - 

    
66 Later rebuilding of inner 

broch wall 

20 Outer broch wall internal face Structure     31   2   -     65 Wall face 

21 Outer broch wall core Structure     31   2 0613 -     65 Wall core 

22 

Grey-black sandy silt w/ 
charcoal throughout, bone 
frags and possible flagstones 
inside intramural gallery no.3 

Deposit 

    

31 0824 2   - 

    

- 
Possible later surface in 
intramural gallery no.3, 
same as C.0822 

23 
Dark brown gravelly soil fill 
within inner broch wall 
passage no.1 (Group 27) 

Deposit 
    

4 125 1   - 
    

- Fill 

24 

Dark-brown, black gravelly soil 
with much charcoal frags; 
possible midden deposit in 
courtyard by inner wall 
passage no.1 

Deposit 

    

40 10.01 1   - 

    

- Redeposited midden? 
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Context 
No. Description Type Fill of Filled 

by Under Over Trench Finds Sample 
No. 

Section 
No. 

Plan 
No. 

Feature 
No. Interpretation / notes 

25 East face of inner broch wall 
passage no.1 Structure 

    
6   1   - 

    
61 Passage face = C.0438 

26 West face of inner broch wall 
passage no.1 Structure 

    
6   1   - 

    
61 Passage face = C.0439 

27 Inner broch wall passage no.1 
- Structures 25, 26 Group 

    
6   1   - 

    
61 Wall passage, same as 

C.0437 

28 
Thought at first to be a later, 
poorly built wall crossing 
gallery space 

Structure 
    

8 31 2   - 
    

- Rubble, same as C.31 

29 Rubble/soil fill over/within 
Structure 28 Deposit 

    
8 28 2   - 

    
- Deposit 

30 Outer broch wall external face Structure     31 10.24 2   -     65 Wall face = C.10.204 

31 Large stones and boulders Deposit 

    

8 
16, 18-21, 
30, 35, 42, 

208-209 
2   - 

    

- Broch rubble 

32 Outer broch wall core Structure     6   1   -     65 Wall core = C.10.121 

33 Outer broch wall outer face Structure     6   1   -     65 Wall face = C.116 

34 Inner broch wall outer face Structure     6   1   -     66 Wall face = C.111 

35 Inner broch wall outer face Structure     31   2   -     66 Wall face 

36 Outer broch wall - Structures 
10, 32, 33 Group 

    
6   1   - 

    
65 Outer broch wall T1 

37 Inner broch wall - Structures 
9, 14, 34 Group 

    
6   1   - 

    
66 Later rebuilding of inner 

broch wall 

38 Cobbles set in Context 12 Deposit     4 12 1   -     - Fire-cracked stone 
deposit? 

39 
Line of facing stones, 
intramural gallery no.3 E stop 
wall 

Structure 
    

8   2   - 
    

63 
Intramural gallery no.3 E 
stop wall, same as 
[0454] 

40 

Dark brown-grey sandy soil 
with some charcoal/shell 
frags; transitional context 
between 4 and 24 

Deposit 

    

4 24 1   - 

    

- Redeposited occupation 
material 
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Context 
No. Description Type Fill of Filled 

by Under Over Trench Finds Sample 
No. 

Section 
No. 

Plan 
No. 

Feature 
No. Interpretation / notes 

41 

Dark brown-black silty soil 
with orangey-red clayey sand 
patches and charcoal frags 
within; along SE T2 boundary 

Deposit 

    

8 10.01 2   21 

    

- Redeposited soil and 
subsoil 

42 Outer broch wall - Structures 
20, 21, 30 Group 

    
31   2   - 

    
65 Outer broch wall T2 

APL07 2007 Field seasons          

100 

Dark brown sticky soil and 
small angular (mainly 
sandstone) stone frags and 
large stones 

Deposit     12, 13 10.06 1 

07104: 
Perforated 

antler; Shell, 
bone, stone, 

pot, glass 

32, 43   -   
Exposed fill in central 
broch areas at start of 
APL07; same as C.201 

101 

Large stones and boulders 
with mid brown loam and 
some small deposits of shell 
found in areas outside of the 
outer wall 

Deposit     4 103-7, 
128 0424 1 

07106: 2x 
pieces of fired 

clay; antler, 
animal bone, 

metal, pottery 

17, 22, 
31   -   Exposed rubble at start 

of APL07; same as C.6 

102 
Shell deposit, part of C.100; 
small area of mainly crushed 
shell 

Deposit     12 117 1 Crushed shell -   -   Naturally deposited; 
same as C.100 

103 

Shell deposit in darker brown 
soil; includes limpet, winkle, 
cockle and muscle shell; in I-m 
gallery no.1 

Deposit     101 110, 112 1 Shell -   -   Deposit of shell in 
intramural gallery no.1 

104 

2’ – 3’ area of loose dark 
brown/black beneath C.101, 
w/ small charcoal fragments 
and some small burnt 
sandstone fragments 

Deposit     101 10.01 1 Bone, shell 40   Apr: 
15   

Redeposited occupation 
material in intramural 
gallery no.1 by [0442] 
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Context 
No. Description Type Fill of Filled 

by Under Over Trench Finds Sample 
No. 

Section 
No. 

Plan 
No. 

Feature 
No. Interpretation / notes 

105 
Sticky mid-dark brown soil 
below C.101, next to C.106 in      
I-m gallery no.1 

Deposit     101 135 1 

07103: 
Decorated pot 
frag, 108: Pot 

frag 

-   Apr: 
9   

Later occupation 
surface/deposit in 
intramural gallery no. 1 

106 Drystone walling at NW end of 
intramural gallery no.1 Structure     101       -     61 

Stop wall, widening of 
original gallery?; same 
as C.0441 

107 
Lightly compact dark brown 
gritty soil under C.101, next to 
C.108 

Deposit     101 134 1 

07101: Clay 
pot,  07102: 
butchered 

bone 

-   Apr: 
9   

Occupation surface in 
intramural gallery no. 1 
(?) 

108 Straight section of walling of 
inner wall outer face Structure     101, 109   1   -     61 Later rebuilding of inner 

wall, same as C.37 

109 Blue/grey clay on and near 
C.108 Deposit     101 108 1 - -   Apr: 

9   
Appears to have been 
applied to the base of 
the wall C.108 

110 

Dark brown granular soil with 
some small pebbles (less than 
1cm deep), by C.111 in 
intramural gallery no.1  

Deposit     103 135 1 - -   -   Intramural gallery no. 1 
upper fill 

111 Inner broch wall outer face Structure     101   1   -     66 Same as C.34 

112 
Dark brown loam with flecks 
of charcoal in intramural 
gallery no.1 

Deposit     103 135 1   -   -   Intramural gallery no. 1 
upper fill 

113 Intramural gallery no. 1 
passage W face Structure     101   1   -     61 

W face of the intramural 
gallery passage, same as 
C.0439 

114 Drystone walling at E end of 
intramural gallery no.1 Structure     101   1 - -   - 61 

Stop wall, possibly later 
rebuilding, part of 
C.0445 
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Context 
No. Description Type Fill of Filled 

by Under Over Trench Finds Sample 
No. 

Section 
No. 

Plan 
No. 

Feature 
No. Interpretation / notes 

115 

Large rubble tumble and mid-
brown compact soil beyond 
outer broch wall in SSW 
corner 

Deposit     101 128 1 - -   -   Broch rubble, same as 
C.128 

116 Outer broch wall inner face Structure     101   1   -     61 Gallery wall face 

117 

Rubble tumble within centre 
of T1, adjacent to C.100; large 
sandstone and some 
limestone blocks, 
small/medium rubble and 
mid-brown friable soil 

Deposit     4 120 1 07105: 
Rubbing tool 2, 42   Apr: 

7   Broch rubble mixed with 
topsoil 

118 
Shell and leaves in soil 
partially under large stone 
within C.117 

Deposit     4 120 1 Shells, 
hazelnut shell 33   -   Broch rubble mixed with 

topsoil, disturbed 

120 
Transitional layer between 
C.117 above and C.121 below-
N corner T1, centre of broch 

Deposit     117 121 1 
Iron, animal 
bone/teeth, 

shell 
-   Apr: 

11   Transitional layer, 
includes C.118 

121 
Dark brown soily silt below 
C.120 and C.122 in N corner 
T1, centre of broch 

Deposit     120, 
122, 123 10.06 1 

07109: 
Perforated 

antler; animal 
bone/ teeth, 

shell 

34   
Apr: 
11, 
16 

  
Possible surface or 
redeposited occupation 
material? 

122 

Large rubble with voids and 
mid-brown loam in courtyard; 
contains some  flatter stones 
and appears to have been 
deliberately backfilled 

Deposit     101 10.01 1 Animal bone, 
shell 14   -   

Redeposited fill inside 
courtyard and above 
inner wall passage 
C.0437; passage possibly 
blocked deliberately 

123 

Dark brown soil with crushed 
shell deposits and small 
stones; overlies C.121 and 
partially overlapping edge of 
C.0447 

Deposit     101 
121, 0447, 
129, 130, 

124 
1 Shell -   -   Redeposited fill 

124 
Subrectangular hearth setting 
or work area, C. 129 and 
C.130 

Group     123 10.41 1   -   
Apr: 
11, 
16 

2 Hearth or work area, 
same as C.0447 
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Context 
No. Description Type Fill of Filled 

by Under Over Trench Finds Sample 
No. 

Section 
No. 

Plan 
No. 

Feature 
No. Interpretation / notes 

125 

Within the intramural gallery 
no.1 passage, below edge of 
C.122; dark friable, grainy 
material with some sand / 
rotten sandstone 

Deposit     23 126 1 

07107: 
Fragment of 
pot; animal 
bone/teeth, 

iron 

-   -   Fill of intramural gallery 
passage no.1 

126 

Transitional deposit of loose 
mid-brown soil with some 
shell, similar to C.120, within 
the I-m gallery passage no.1 
sloping N to S 

Deposit     125 10.90 1 Shell -   -   Fill of intramural gallery 
passage no.1 

127 Intramural gallery no.1 E stop 
wall Structure     101   1   -     61 Same as C.114, same as 

C.0445 

128 

Deposit outside of the outer 
broch wall; a rubble layer 
below C.101, with a fairly 
compact mid-brown sandy soil 

Deposit     115 0817 1 - -   Apr: 
18   Broch rubble, same as 

C.115 

129  Small upright stones along NE 
edge of hearth, part of C.0447 Stone     123 10.41 1 - -   

Apr: 
11, 
16 

2 Edge of slab setting, 
same as C.0447 

130 
Flat hearth stones set into 
dark brown soil , part of 
C.0447 

Structure     123 10.41 1 - -   
Apr: 
11, 
16 

2 Flat slabs in hearth, 
same as C.0447 

131 
Stony soil in north section of 
T1 (during cleaning for 
drawing) 

Deposit     4   1 Animal bone 8 
  

-   Mixed redeposited fill, 
same as C.6 

132 
Stony soil in west section of 
T1 (during cleaning for 
drawing) 

Deposit     4   1 - - 
  

-   Mixed redeposited fill, 
same as C.6 

133 
Brown rubble soil around 
outer edge of broch, overlying 
outer outer wall C.0423 

Deposit     4 0423, 134, 
136 1 - 3 

  
-   Mixed, redeposited fill 

134 Dark brown soil and rubble in     
I-m gallery no.1 Deposit     107, 133 135, 137, 

10.58 1 
SF130: Pot 

sherd, SF 131: 
Flint 

- 
  

-   
Redeposited soil and 
rubble in intramural 
gallery no.1 
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Context 
No. Description Type Fill of Filled 

by Under Over Trench Finds Sample 
No. 

Section 
No. 

Plan 
No. 

Feature 
No. Interpretation / notes 

135 
Grey, hard compacted clayey 
soil containing many small 
stones, I-m gallery no.1 

Surface     
105, 
110, 

112, 134 
10.65 1 - - 

  
- 61 Intramural gallery no.1 

surface, same as C.10.58 

136 

Grey/black burnt patch 
against outer broch wall, 
overlying outer outer wall 
C.0423 

Deposit     133 0423 1 - - 

  

-   Redeposited material 

137 
Brown claggy stony clayey soil 
overlying outer outer wall 
C.0423 

Deposit     134 0423 1 - - 
  

-   Redeposited material 

200 Surface at beginning of APL07 
excavation-topsoil and rubble Deposit     8 204-205, 

207, 10.06 2 

202: pottery 
frags, 204: 

ceramic disc, 
208: metal 

globule; glass, 
animal bone, 

shell 

10, 13   -   Base of topsoil, same as 
C.8 

201 

Black sticky soil with high 
charcoal content, bone, shell, 
covering west area of SW 
corner T2 

Deposit     13 10.06 2 

07139: pot 
rim sherds, 

antler, animal 
bone, 

hazelnut, shell 

44   -   Redeposited occupation 
material, same as C.100 

202 Dark soil containing stone 
chips Deposit     200 203 2 

203: 
Perforated 

antler; animal 
bone/teeth, 

pottery, shell 

-   Apr: 
2   

Upper redeposited fill of 
broch entrance, C.0455, 
same as C.239 

203 Gritty brown soil,  redeposited 
fill of broch entrance Deposit     202 236, 239 2 

Shell and 
animal bone 

(sampled) 
39   Apr: 

2   Fill, same as C.245 
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Context 
No. Description Type Fill of Filled 

by Under Over Trench Finds Sample 
No. 

Section 
No. 

Plan 
No. 

Feature 
No. Interpretation / notes 

204 

Mid-dark brown soil and 
rubble in intramural gallery 
no.3; overlies pockets of soft 
clay pressed against wall 
base/stop wall and floor of 
passage 

Deposit     200 10.60 2 

201: Large 
quantity of 

Slag, 206: 2x 
fragments of 
baked clay; 

animal bone, 
pottery 

9, 19, 
23, 25   Apr: 

6   
Redeposited fill down to 
floor of intramural 
gallery no.3 

205 
Dark brown charcoal-rich soil 
at near two small hearths, SW 
corner T2 

Deposit     200 206 2 
Animal 

bone/teeth 
shell 

    -   Part of C.206, same as 
C.10.06 

206 

Surface surrounding hearth 
features C.0448 and C.0449, 
underlying uprights from 
hearth features 

Deposit     205, 
0449 213 2 

207: Metal; 
animal bone, 
glass, pottery 

15, 41   Apr: 
1   

Redeposited occupation 
material , same as 
C.10.06 

207 Fill of inner wall passage 
C.0450 intramural gallery no.3 Deposit     200 10.155 2 

Animal 
bone/teeth, 

shell 
38   -   Redeposited occupation 

material   

208 
Dark brown stony soil 
overlying outer wall, in SE 
corner of T2 

Deposit     31 0459, 
0475 2 

205: 
Perforated 

antler; animal 
bone, shell, 

hazelnut 

4   Apr: 
5   Fill over outer wall 

209 
Dark brown stony soil 
overlying outer wall, excluding 
SW area 

Deposit     31 0459, 
10.204 2   -   Apr: 

3   Fill over outer wall 

210 Area of black soil out with 
outer wall Deposit     212 10.10 2   -   Apr: 

6   Mixed redeposited fill  

211 Part of C.200 Deposit         2 Animal bone, 
shell, glass -   -   Same as C.200 



Applecross Broch Community Archaeology Project 
Data Structure Report on the 2006-2010 Excavations 

 109

Context 
No. Description Type Fill of Filled 

by Under Over Trench Finds Sample 
No. 

Section 
No. 

Plan 
No. 

Feature 
No. Interpretation / notes 

212 
Area around outer wall 
outside rubble in T2, not 
C.210 

Deposit     2 210 2 Animal bone, 
shell, glass -   Apr: 

6   
Redeposited occupation 
material and rubble, 
same as C.10.08 

213 
Mid-dark brown fine sandy 
soil with flecks of charcoal 
underlying [0449] hearth slabs 

Deposit     449   2 - -   - 49 Same as C.220 

214 Rubble fill supporting [0454] Deposit         2 - -   -   Rubble, part of C.39 
215-
225 NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL 

226 Mixed redeposited topsoil Deposit     2 [0461] T2 W 
ext  

SF228: Burnt 
hazelnut - 

  

-   

Mixed redeposited 
topsoil overlying 
souterrain passage 
lintels 

227 

Uppermost layer of fill under 
the passage 'lintels' 
comprising 'washed in' stones 
and soil 

Deposit     461 228 T2 W 
ext  - - 

  

-   Passage backfill 

228 Underlying 226 and 227; mid-
dark brown sandy soil Deposit     226, 227 229 T2 W 

ext  - 30 
  

-   Passage backfill 

229 Underlying 227 and 228, layer 
of stones Deposit     227, 228 233 T2 W 

ext  - 28 
  

-   Passage backfill, same as 
C.10.129 

230 North wall of passage Structure       10.15 T2 W 
ext  - - 

  
- 6 Passage wall, same as 

C.0462 

231 South wall of passage Structure       10.15 T2 W 
ext  - - 

  
- 6 Passage wall, same as 

C.0463 

232 

Blackened soil adjacent to 
North wall of passage; not yet 
excavated – maybe abutting 
or cut through 

Deposit     2 10.36 T2 W 
ext  - - 

  

Sept: 
9   

Redeposited occupation 
material, behind [0462] 
passage wall; same as 
C.10.35 

233 Compact grey sandy soil with 
charcoal flecks Deposit     229 234 T2 W 

ext    - 
  

    
Basal silting outside of 
souterrain, same as 
C.10.130 

234 Orange sand subsoil Subsoil     233       -       Natural, same as C.10.15 

235 NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL 
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by Under Over Trench Finds Sample 
No. 

Section 
No. 

Plan 
No. 

Feature 
No. Interpretation / notes 

236 Mid-dark brown stony soil Topsoil       238, 239 T2 E&W 
ext 

rotary bun 
quern - 

  
-   Topsoil, same as C.8 

237 
Rubble overburden of the 
walling (not in passage), with 
large stones and many voids 

Deposit     2 21, 16 T2 E ext - - 
  

-   Rubble and topsoil 

238 Small deposit of black soil in 
SE corner of N extension T2 Deposit     236 248 T2 E ext 

07239a: 
perforated 

antler 
12 

  
-   

Midden material below 
outside of broch 
entrance 

239 

Fill of broch entrance [0455] – 
mainly mid-dark brown soil 
with small loose stones; a few 
large broch rubble/stones and 
'lintel' type stones situated in 
W side of passage 

Deposit [0455]   203, 236 245 T2 E ext 

07239b: 
spindle whorl; 
07244: incised 

stones 

11, 18, 
20 

  

Sept: 
3, 6   

Redeposited occupation 
material and rubble, like 
C.202 

240 Fill over E wall of entrance 
[0456] Fill     2 [0456] T2 E ext SF221: Antler. - 

  
Sept: 
4, 6   Topsoil and rubble 

241 
Black soil to N of south sill 
stone in broch entrance; there 
is a marked colour change 

Deposit     2 243 T2 E ext 

SF227: 
Decorated 

'Pinched' Pot 
frag 

37 

  

-   Midden material? 

242 NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL 

243 Stone slabs in black soil 
beneath C.241 Structure     241 244-246 T2 E ext rotary 

quernstone - 
  

Sept: 
3, 4 8 

Paved surface in 
entrance [0455], same 
as [245] 

244 Gritty brown/red clayey soil; 
located in NE corner of trench Deposit     243   T2 E ext - 24 

  
Sept: 
4, 7   Possible surface; maybe 

same as C.239 

245 

Flat stone slabs in black soil; 
similar to C.239/243 above; 
located between sill stones in 
passage 

Structure     239, 243   T2 E ext - - 

  

Sept: 
6, 7 8 Paved surface in broch 

entrance 

246 Dry, gritty soil and stone 
fragments Deposit     243   T2 E ext - - 

  
Sept: 
4, 7   Evidence of working 

stone?, part of C.244 
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No. 

Plan 
No. 
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No. Interpretation / notes 

247 Pocket of grey clay within 
C.246 Deposit     243   T2 E ext 

0765 Tiny 
fragment of 

rose-coloured 
glass 

5 

  

-   Clay cache redeposited?  

248 

Dark and mid brown soil 
around stone slabs and 
fractured stones; gradual 
changes within this context, 
but no clear transitions 
between contexts when 
excavating sondage at end of 
N extension of T2 (broch 
entrance 

Fill     238 10.15 T2 E ext Animal bone 7 

  

-   Mixed, redeposited fill 

299 Spoil Deposit         2   -   -   Spoil 

301 Topsoil containing modern 
rubbish Topsoil       302, 303 3 

Plastic, 
corroded 

metal, glass 
16 

  

-   Topsoil, same as C.200, 
C.4/8 

302 Rubble from broch in loose 
soil and roots Deposit     301   3 - - 

  
Sept: 

2   Broch rubble 

303 
Stones – set into brown soil 
similar in appearance to 
overlying soil 

Deposit     301 309 3 - - 
  

Sept: 
2   Topsoil 

304 Lump of disturbed blackened 
soil and gritty soil (mixed) Deposit     301 305, 307 3 - - 

  
-   Redeposited occupation 

material and rubble 

305 Natural subsoil (appears 
undisturbed) Deposit     306, 309   3 - - 

  
Sept: 
2, 5   Natural, same as C.10.15 

306 
Black lightly compact sandy 
soil, crossing obliquely NE – 
SW 

Deposit 310   301 305, 310, 
311 3 

SF 0764: 
Decorated 

spindle whorl  

26, 29, 
36, 41 

  

Sept: 
2   Fill of cut (310) 

307 Black lightly compact sandy 
soil in NE corner of trench Deposit     304 305 3   6 

  
Sept: 

2   Redeposited occupation 
material, same as C.308   
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No. 

Plan 
No. 
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No. Interpretation / notes 

308 Black lightly compact sandy 
soil in NE corner of trench Deposit     301   3 SF301: 

Buttons, glass - 
  

Sept: 
2   Redeposited occupation 

material, same as C.307   

309 Brown soil underlying stones Deposit     303 305     -         

310 Cut for ditch Cut   306 306, 312 305     -     22 Possibly same as cut 
C.10.114 

APL08 2008 Field season            
Trench 

4             

0401 
Surface turf, silt intrusives; 
intense boulder and cobble 
intrusions, roots 

Deposit       

0402, 
0403, 
0404, 
0405, 
0467 

4 

antler, pebble 
tools, slag, 

bone; pottery, 
slag, glass, 

bone; 08141-
154, 08157-

08182, 08194, 
08198, 08205, 

08218 

1-10, 
12, 18, 
45-54, 
56-7, 
60, 89 

      Topsoil and rubble, 
same as C.4/8/200 

0402 
Dark, loose silty sand w/ 
pebble inclusions around 
squared-off stone surface 

Deposit     0401 0425 4 antler, 08155-
6 25       Post-broch redeposited 

occupation material 

0403 
Dark brown sandy loam with 
sandy lenses and charcoal 
inclusions 

Deposit     0401 0425 4 Cobbles, poss 
tools -       Post-broch redeposited 

occupation material 

0404 Pale orange/grey wet sand Deposit     0401 0425, 
10.01 4   -       Redeposited natural 

subsoil 

0405 Black organic-rich soil Deposit     0401 10.06 4   -       Occupation material 

0406 Broch inner wall inner face Structure     0401   N/A   -     66 Inner wall inner face T4 

0407 Broch inner wall outer face Structure     0401   N/A   -     66 Inner wall outer face T4 

0408 Broch inner wall fill Structure     0401   N/A   -     66 Wall core 

0409 Inner Wall : 0406-8 Group     0401   N/A   -     66 Inner wall T4 

0410 Intramural gallery no.2 wall 
passage N face, drystone Structure     0401   4   -     62 Wall face of passage 
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Plan 
No. 

Feature 
No. Interpretation / notes 

0411 Intramural gallery no.2 wall 
passage S face, drystone Structure     0401   4   -     62 Wall face of passage 

0412 
Mid-dark brown stony soil, fill 
in inner wall passage I-m 
gallery no.2 in T4 

Deposit     0401 0413 4 08203-4 31, 72 S31   62 Same as C.0412 

0413 

Compact dark-mid brown 
stony silts soil with charcoal 
flecks--floor inside Inner wall 
passage I-m gallery no.2 in T4 

Surface/ 
Deposit     0412   4   -     62 Floor of intramural 

gallery no. 2 passage 

0414 
T4 Intramural gallery no.2  
inner wall passage [0410], 
[0411] 

Group     0401   4   80     62 Intramural gallery no.2 
passage 

0415 Intramural gallery no.2 fill Deposit     0401 0416 4   -     62 Same as C.0412 

0416 Intramural gallery no.2 floor Surface/ 
Deposit     0415   4   -     62 

Floor of intramural 
gallery no.2, same as 
C.10.59 

0417 Intramural gallery putative N 
stop wall Structure     0401   4   -     62 Stop wall 

0418 Intramural gallery no.2 S stop 
wall Structure     0401   4   -     62 Stop wall 

0419 
Intramural gallery no.2  
comprising [0417], [0418], 
[0420] 

Group     0401   4   -     62 Intramural gallery no.2 
passage 

0420 Outer wall inner face Structure     0401   N/A   -     62 Outer wall inner face T4 

0421 

Material between T4 outer 
wall faces comprising small-
large stones and mid-dark 
brown gritty soil 

Structure     0401   N/A   -       Outer wall core 

0422 Outer wall outer face Structure     0401 10.209 N/A   -     68 Outer wall outer face T4 

0423 Outer wall face in Trench 1, 
ending at F.16, [0905] lintels Structure     133, 

136, 137 0905 1   -     36 
Outside face of a wall 
alignment outside of the 
outer wall in T1 

0424 Outer wall [0420]-[0422] Group     0401   4   -     68 Outer broch wall T4 
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No. 

Plan 
No. 

Feature 
No. Interpretation / notes 

0425 
Mid-dark brown soil and large 
stones/boulders in courtyard 
T4 

Deposit     0401, 
0404 0426 4   -       Broch rubble 

0426 
Dark-brown silty soil with 
stone fragments in T4 
courtyard 

Deposit     
0402-
0403, 
0425 

0468 4   -       
Redeposited occupation 
material, same as 
C.10.01 

0427 
Courtyard: superficial wall NE-
SW comprised small-medium 
sized stones/rubble 

Structure     0401 0428 4   -       Broch rubble 

0428 

Large recumbent slabs, 
arranged roughly linearly to 
form possibly walkway, access 
across courtyard 

Structure     
0401, 
0427, 
0429 

  4   -     8 
Paving slabs, post-broch 
delineation of access 
and space 

0429 Dark brown-black soily silt 
overlying paving slabs Deposit     0401 0428 4   19, 61       Same as 10.06? 

0430 
Broch rubble, appeared like 
rough wall, E of broch 
entrance wall 

Deposit     0401   4   -       Broch rubble 

0431 Mid brown stony soil  - fill 
behind facade wall 0431 Deposit     0401 0432 4   33, 74 S33     Topsoil and rubble   

0432 
Grouping of medium-sized 
sandstone slabs lying in row, 
as dominoes 

Structure     0401, 
0431   4   

32, 73, 
77-9, 

82, 208, 
216 

S32   56 Prepared group of slabs, 
abandoned before use 

0433 Midden spread N of broch 
entrance Deposit     0401   4   -       Redeposited midden 

material 

0434 Small subcircular cluster of 
small stones Structure     0401   4   -       East stone setting/post 

setting? 

0435 Small subcircular cluster of 
small stones Structure     0401   4   -       West stone setting/post 

setting? 

0436 Small-large stones and soil E 
of C.0432, outside of broch Deposit     0401   4   -       Broch rubble 

0437 Inner wall passage, drystone, 
[0439], [0438] Group     101   1   -     61 Intramural gallery no.1 

passage, same as C.27 

0438 Intramural gallery no.1 
passage east face, drystone Structure     101   1   -     61 E wall intramural gallery 

passage same as C.25 
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No. 
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Plan 
No. 
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No. Interpretation / notes 

0439 
Intramural gallery no.1 
passage west face, drystone 
wall 

Structure     101   1   -     61 
W wall of intramural 
gallery passage, same as 
C.113/C.26 

0440 Intramural gallery no.1, [106], 
[111], [116] Group     101   1   -     61 Intramural gallery no.1, 

post-broch phase 

0441 West drystone stop wall of 
intramural gallery no.1 Structure     101   1   -     61 

W stop wall of 
intramural gallery no. 1, 
same as C.106 

0442 E partition wall intramural 
gallery no.1 Structure     101   1   -     61 

Wall to form later 
internal division of 
gallery 

0443 

Intramural cell, to E of /part of 
[0440], W of 0444; comprises 
a slight boulder/stone return 
W of inner wall passage, 
[0443], and partition wall 
[0442] and outer wall inner 
face 

Structure     101 10.72, 
10.92 1   -     61 Later internal cell/ 

division of gallery 

0444 
Intramural chamber 
comprising [0445] and inner 
wall; located S of [0437 ] 

Group     101   1   -     61 Later internal division of 
gallery 

0445 Intramural gallery no.1 east 
stop wall, drystone Structure     101   1   -     61 E stop wall, same as 

C.127/114 

0446 Slabs/lintels uncovered near 
outer outer wall [0423] Structure     101, 

0423   1   -     16 Same as C.0905 

0447 Small slab setting in N corner 
T1 Structure     121, 123 10.41 1   -     2 Hearth setting, same as 

C.124/129/130/10.34 

0448 Small slab setting in S corner 
T2 Structure     205, 

10.46 10.107 2   -     19 Hearth setting   

0449 Small slab setting S corner T2, 
N of 0448 Structure     205 206, 213 2   -     49 Hearth setting 

0450 Inner wall passage I-m gallery 
no. 3- [0451], [0452], Group     200   2   -     63 Intramural gallery no.3 

passage 

0451 Inner wall passage I-m gallery 
no.3 E face Structure     200 10.169 2   -     63 East face of intramural 

passage no.3 
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0452 Inner wall passage I-m gallery 
no.3 W face Structure     200 10.145 2   -     63 West face of intramural 

passage no.3 

0453 
Intramural gallery no.3, 
[0454], [0424], [0409]; 
accessed via [0450] 

Group     200, 204   2   -     63 Intramural gallery in T2 

0454 Intramural gallery no.3 east 
stop wall, drystone Structure     200   2   -     63 Later widening of 

gallery; same as [39] 

0455 Broch entrance (0456, 0457) Group     236   N/A   -     58 Entrance to NE side of 
broch 

0456 Broch entrance N face Structure     240   N/A   -     58 N face of broch entrance 

0457 Broch entrance S face Structure     236   N/A   -     58 S face of broch entrance 

0458 Steps in broch entrance Structure     241, 236   N/A   -     58 

Sill stones set into 
ground in broch 
entrance, flanked by 
paving 

0459 
Line of upright stones E side 
of T2, outside line of inner 
wall outer face 

Structure     
208-
209, 
0475 

  2   -     67b Earlier wall alignment 
visible in T2 'platform' 

0460 Post-broch passage entrance 
[0462], [0463] , [0464] Group     226   2   -     6 Souterrain 1 entrance 

0461 3 lintels covering souterrain 
passage entrance Structure     226 227 2   -     6 Lintels covering passage 

F.6 

0462 N wall passage entrance Structure     226   2   -     6 Souterrain 1 passage 
wall face 

0463 S wall passage entrance Structure     226   2   -     6 Souterrain 1 passage 
wall face 

0464 Curving around of souterrain 
passage wall to outside Structure     226   2   -     6 Same as [0463] 

0465 Mixed fill around electrical 
stays Deposit 10.04, 

10.16   200 10.04, 
10.16 2   -     30 Redeposited fill, same as 

C.10.03 

0466 Courtyard strainer posthole 
cut Cut   0467 0467 10.06 4   -     57 Cut for fence strainer 

posthole 
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0467 Fill of posthole for fence 
strainer post Deposit 0466   0401 0466 4 

Cu cartridge, 
polished 

stone, antler 
point; 08183-

6 

-     57 Backfill of modern 
posthole 

0468 
Loose, black soil to N of inner 
wall passage I-m gallery no.2 
[0414] 

Deposit     0426 10.06 4 bone, shell, 
08200-1 -       Same as C.10.05? 

0469 
Dark brown stony soil to S of S 
broch entrance wall [0457], 
partly over 0471 

Deposit     0472 0471 4 
Bone frags, 
jaw bone; 

08202 
-       Redeposited occupation 

material 

0470 
Small gap in walling, possible 
post socket adjacent to S 
entrance wall [0457] 

Structure     0471   2 ext E   -     58 
Possible post 
setting/door jamb in 
broch entrance 

0471 Fill of 0470, dark brown 
granular soil Deposit     0469 0470 4   -       Fill over [0470] 

0472 Mid-brown sandy soil w/ 
roots, stone frags <20cm Deposit     0401 0473 4   -       Topsoil 

0473 
Poss. structure S of [0457]-
stone rubble packed in 
between inner/outer walls 

Structure?     0472   4   -     67a Rubble 'platform' in T4, 
later alteration 

0474 
Poss. end wall—N stop wall of 
inner broch wall over [0473]-
South of [0457] 

Structure?     0472   4   -       Very difficult to identify 

0475 Poss. Structure N of 0456-
merging of inner/outer walls? Structure     209 0459 2   -     67a   

0476 Slabbed area outside of 
souterrain entrance [0460] Structure     0478 0477 2 08217 -     23 

Slabbed walkway 
outside souterrain F.6, 
same as C.10.44 

0477 White-grey sand to either side 
of slabbed surface [0476] Deposit     0478   4   -       White sand, same as 

C.10.13 

0478 
V. black sandy soil w/ lot of 
charcoal-Fill over and around 
[0476] 

Deposit     230, 231 0476, 
0477 4 08209-13, 

pottery 83       Occupation material, 
same as 10.20/10.36 
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Trench 
5               

0501 Soil/stone Deposit       
0502, 
0505, 
0506 

5 
hammer-

stone, 08189, 
08224 

13, 20, 
57, 62 S20 6   Topsoil 

0502 Black soil with stone and bone 
inclusions Deposit     0501 0503 5 Bone 21, 63 S13 6   Redeposited occupation 

material 

0503 
Dark brown loam redeposited 
soil, mixed charcoal and bone 
inclusions 

Deposit     0502 0504 5 

08187: cannel 
coal bangle 
frag, quartz 

pebbles, 
08191-3 

24, 66   6   Redeposited occupation 
material 

0504 
Very mixed black, dry, 
crumbly soil; intense charcoal, 
burnt bone inclusions 

Deposit     0503 0505 5 08223 14 S14 6   Occupation material 

0505 Brown sticky coarse sand Deposit     0504   5   -   6   Old ground surface? 

0506 Possible stone bank / wall Structure     0501       -   6   
Bank of stone, possible 
rough wall, or rubble in 
centre of T5 

0507 Possible revetment wall Structure     0501   5   -   6 70 Possible structural wall E 
end of T5 

Trench 
6        Prefix SF08_      

0601 
Topsoil-Inclusions washed 
pebble, pink granite 
sandstone 

Deposit       

0602, 
0603, 
0607, 
0610, 
0617, 
0620, 
0622 

6 

pot frag, 
stone adze, 

modern 
pottery, iron 
nails, 08188, 

08190, 08195 

15, 75 S15     Topsoil in Trench 6 
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0602 
Dark brown sandy soil with 
inclusions, limestone, pebble, 
sandy clay 

Deposit     0601   6   16 S16     Redeposited occupation 
material 

0603 Dark brown sandy soil and 
stones, upper fill in (0604) Deposit 0604   0601 0608 6 

polished 
stone, slag, 

08197, 08219 

17, 26-
9, 59, 
68-70 

S17, 
S26-29   21 Occupation material 

0604 Almost vertical cut into 
natural W side of T6 Cut   

0603, 
0605, 
0608, 
0609 

0605, 
0606 10.15 6   23-4, 

64-5     21 Steep-sided cut into 
natural 

0605 Facing stones lining (0604) Structure 0604   
0603, 
0608, 
0609 

0604 6 Fired clay, 
08196 -     21 Slabs lining cut 

0606 Turning' stone, orthostat Structure 0604   0603 0604 6   -     21 Part of [0605] 

0607 
2-2.3m wide compact mound 
of small-large stones crossing 
trench 

Structure     0601   6   -     71 

Stone bank or possible 
compacted rubble 
structure in the middle 
of T6 

0608 
Pale orange sand mixed with 
topsoil around 0605 in cut 
(0604) 

Deposit 0604   0603 0609 6   -     21 Redeposited subsoil and 
topsoil 

0609 Dark brown sandy soil Deposit 0604   0608 0604, 
0605 6   -     21 Under 0608 W side of 

Cut 0604 

0610 
Dark red-brown (burnt) 
compact ashy charcoal-rich 
sandy soil 

Deposit     0601 0611 6 Baked clay; 
08207, 08215 84-8      

Possible metal-working 
area; box-excav for later 
analysis 

0611 Dark layer under 0610 but 
extending further Deposit     0610 0612 6   -       Hearth residue 

0612 Dark brown soil-orange sand Deposit     0611 10.15 6   -       Occupation material 
associated with C.0610 
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Context 
No. Description Type Fill of Filled 

by Under Over Trench Finds Sample 
No. 

Section 
No. 

Plan 
No. 

Feature 
No. Interpretation / notes 

0613 Clay deposit layer to E of 0606 Deposit     0601   6 Flint; 08199, 
08221-2 30, 71 S30     Part of work area? 

0614 Part of steep-sided cut into 
natural Cut     0615 10.15 6   -     11 Almost vertical cut, only 

partially revealed 

0615 Stone vertical slabs lining Cut  
0614 Structure 0614   0615 0614 6   -     11 Slabs lining cut 

0616 Dark brown sandy soil and 
stones, upper fill in (0614) Deposit 0614   0617 0615 6   -     11 Fill inside slabs 0615 

0617 Horizontal slabs over Fill 0616 Structure     0601 0616 6   -     11   

0618 0614-0617 Group         6   -     11 Structure of unknown 
use-cell/ditch? 

0619 0603-0609 Group         6   -     21 Structure of unknown 
use-cell/ditch? 

0620 Brown soil and large rubble 
mix at S end of trench Deposit     0601   6   -       ? 

0621 Compact mound of medium-
large stones and soil Structure?     0607   6   -       Possible wall located S 

of metalworking area 

0622 Dark brown soil and stones Deposit     0601 0623 6   -         

0623 Dark brown soily layer Deposit     0622   6   -         

Trench 
7              

0701 Surface rubble/soil mix Deposit     Turf   7   -       Topsoil and possible 
building rubble 
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Context 
No. Description Type Fill of Filled 

by Under Over Trench Finds Sample 
No. 

Section 
No. 

Plan 
No. 

Feature 
No. Interpretation / notes 

APL09 2009 Field season             
Trench 

8               

0801 
Dark brown loam and stones-
topsoil and rubble; cracked 
cobbles 

Deposit     Turf 

0802, 
0806, 
0808, 
0810, 
0811, 
0812, 
0803, 
0804 

8 

Slag, iron, 
coke, clay, 

pumice, 
stone; 09225, 

09227-231, 
09266 

- 

    

  
Overlying fill of Trench 
8, same as 
C.0401/4/8/200 

0802 Dark brown sticky soil, centre 
of T8, below turf Deposit     0801 0819, 

0829 8 

Stone, antler, 
cracked 
cobbles; 
09238-9 

97, 131 

    

  
Redeposited material in 
broch courtyard T8, 
same as C.12/13 

0803 Intramural stair passage N 
face Structure     0801   8   - 

    
60 Wall face N - Intramural 

stair gallery passage 

0804 Intramural stair passage S face Structure     0801   8   - 
    

60 Wall face S - Intramural 
stair gallery passage 

0805 T8 Intramural stair passage 
group Group     0801   8 

09254, 09256; 
Metal, 
worked 
stone? 

- 

    

60 Intramural stair gallery 
passage 

0806 
Dark brown soil and boulders 
(and charcoal) from TT trench 
backfill, inside of [0805] 

Deposit     0801 0807, 
0809 8   90 

    
  

Backfill of passage from 
TT trench-redeposited 
midden material? 

0807 
Slabbed surface inclining from 
courtyard over intramural 
stair passage 

Structure     0806 0841, 
0842 8 09286: Saddle 

quern - 

    

50a 

E side of [0805], slabbed 
surface quern stone 
utilised; part of C.0816 
and possibly 
continuation of C.0428 
slabbed paths across 
post-broch surface 
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Context 
No. Description Type Fill of Filled 

by Under Over Trench Finds Sample 
No. 

Section 
No. 

Plan 
No. 

Feature 
No. Interpretation / notes 

0808 
Post setting with packing 
stones, adjacent to intramural 
stair slabs 

Structure     0801   8   - 
    

53 
Post for screen used in 
cooking pit within stair 
gallery? 

0809 Intramural stair slabs Structure     0806   8   -     60 Remains of intramural 
stair 

0810 
Dark brown, organic 
redeposited soil with some 
burnt bone 

Deposit     0801 
0818, 
0830, 
0836 

8 09226, 
Ceramic (IA) 91 

    

  

Mixed, redeposited soil; 
outside outer wall by 
souterrain passage, 
same as C.10.11 

0811 

Thought to be possible 
slabbed surface outside 
[0424], SW side of broch--but 
was rubble 

Deposit     0801 0843 8 09259, flint - 

    

  
Excavation of the 
feature revealed it to be 
rubble 

0812 
Dark brown-black sandy loam 
outside W side of outer wall; 
by upright triangular stone 

Deposit     0801 10.11 8 09265, Lithic-
quartz - 

    
  

Redeposited material 
under topsoil like 0815, 
beside triangular stone 

0813 

Dark brown sandy, silty soil 
with rubble to northwest of 
site, outside outer broch wall; 
mixed with overlying fill; at 
same level as other 
redeposited contexts 0810 
and 0814 

Deposit     0801 0830 8 

09235, 09233-
2, 09261; 

lignite, coin, 
jet?, slag, 

glass, bone 

100 

    

  Occupation material 

0814 
Fill below tree root, very dark 
brown black sticky soil and 
rubble, runs to C.0813 

Deposit     0801   8   - 
    

  
Redeposited occupation 
material, same as 
C.10.20 

0815 Dark brown-black sandy loam, 
T1 extension Deposit     0801 115 8 

09234, 09237; 
worked stone, 

slag 
- 

    

  Same as 0812 

0816 Slabbed surface outside 0805 Structure     0801 0841, 
0842 8   - 

    
50a Forms part of slabbed 

surface, same as C.0807 
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Context 
No. Description Type Fill of Filled 

by Under Over Trench Finds Sample 
No. 

Section 
No. 

Plan 
No. 

Feature 
No. Interpretation / notes 

0817 
Outer course of curvilinear 
walling outside broch outer 
wall 

Structure     10, 128, 
0837 10.208 8   - 

    

14 

Curvilinear wall face 
outside of broch outer 
wall-revetment wall for 
broch? 

0818 
Boulders outside of broch 
outer wall, forming possible 
return to S back passage wall 

Structure     0810   8   - 
    

  Possible wall / 
revetment or facade 

0819 
Dark brown-black mixed soil 
in courtyard with charcoal 
frags and stone 

Deposit     0802 0839 8 

09236, 09255; 
worked 

antler, bone, 
teeth, ceramic 

92 

    

  

Layer of fill inside 
courtyard, occupation 
material, same as 
C.10.06 

0820 
Cut for electricity post hole, 
containing redeposited mixed 
soil 

Cut   0829, 
0833 0833 0858 8   - 

    
59 Hand-cut electricity pole 

hole 

0821 

Curving intramural gallery 
no.3, 3.9m in length, 1.1m 
wide at N end to 0.6 wide at 
SW end 

Structure   0822 0801   8   - 

    

63 
Continuation of 
intramural gallery from 
T2-same as C.0453 

0822 
Dark blue-brown sticky 
organic soil containing 
charcoal, shell and bone 

Deposit     0801 0824, 
0825 8   93 

    
  

Fill of intramural gallery 
no.3 at NE end, same as 
C.22 

0823 
Set large facing stones of 
inner wall, cut to N by pole 
hole cut and by C.0826 

Structure     0801   8   - 
    

66 Inner wall inner face 

0824 

Yellow-grey sticky clay deposit 
within intramural gallery, 
contains lines of degraded 
charcoal 

Deposit     0822 0832 8   98 

    

  
Surface within 
intramural gallery no.3, 
same as C.10.60 

0825 
Dark brown silty soil deposit 
containing bone and shell 
within intramural gallery 

Deposit     0822 0831 8   94, 95 
    

  
Redeposited material or 
surface inside gallery 
no.3 

0826 Stone-faced cavity on alcove 
in inner wall Structure     0801   8   - 

    
54 Cut into inner wall for? 
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Context 
No. Description Type Fill of Filled 

by Under Over Trench Finds Sample 
No. 

Section 
No. 

Plan 
No. 

Feature 
No. Interpretation / notes 

0827 
Intramural gallery no.3--S stop 
wall, tapers to 0.6m wide at 
this end 

Structure     0801   8   - 
    

63 Part of [0821] 

0828 Rubble from broch between 
inner and outer walls Structure     0801   8   - 

    
65-6 Rubble-wall core 

0829 

Very mixed mid-dark brown 
gritty soil containing small and 
large stone, white glaze pot, 
unburnt bone, charcoal 

Deposit 0820   0802 0833 8 

09241-2, 
09244-247; 

worked stone, 
antler 

96 

    

59 Mixed fill of electricity 
pole hole 

0830 
Grey-black loose gritty soil 
containing small sharp stones 
and some large slabs 

Deposit     0810, 
0813 0835 8 

09240, 09243, 
09249, 09252, 
09260, 09262; 

antler, iron, 
slag, worked 

stone 

103 

    

  

Underlies 0813, not 
similar to any other 
deposits on site; abuts 
broch outer wall to NW 

0831 

Large sandstone slabs and 
boulders overlying somewhat 
voided surface in intramural 
gallery no.3, SW end 

Structure     0801, 
0825 0832 8   - 

    

63 Gallery infill 

0832 Pale, yellow compacted clay 
under small slabs Deposit     0824, 

0831 10.145 8   99 

    

63 

Clay surface underlying 
paved surface in gallery 
no.3, possibly part of 
C.0824 

0833 

Initial fill of OHL post-dark 
brown/black greasy silty loam 
containing modern glass and 
ceramic, bone, stone 

Deposit 0820   0829 0858 8 09251, 09284, 
clay - 

    

59 Fill of OHL post hole 

0834 

Numerous small rectangular 
small slabs collapsed in 
domino effect around a 
possibly defined area; 0.5m 
interior, located SW of 
courtyard 

Structure   0839 0839   8     

    

1 
Possible stone setting in 
courtyard, same as 
C.10.70 
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Context 
No. Description Type Fill of Filled 

by Under Over Trench Finds Sample 
No. 

Section 
No. 

Plan 
No. 

Feature 
No. Interpretation / notes 

0835 

Layer of sharp drystone chips, 
abutting lowest course of 
outer wall face in W arc of 
broch outer wall 

Deposit     0830, 
0836 0838 8   - 

    

55 Wall fill - demolition 

0836 

Grey-black  compacted gritty 
clay-soil and rubble; abuts 
wall C.0818 and outer broch 
wall, merges to C.0830 

Deposit     0810 0835, 
10.20 8   - 

    

  
Backfill outside of broch 
to W side of souterrain 
passage 

0837 

Highest section of outer wall 
face with boulders infilled 
with small slabs, 5m section of 
walling extending southward 
and outside of broch outer 
wall 

Structure     0801 0817 8   - 

    

64 Rebuilding of broch 
outer wall? 

0838 
Black clayey charcoal-rich, 
compact soil bound by level 
slabs to outside 

Deposit     0835   8 

09257-8, 
09278-280; 

slag, vitrified 
stone, bone 

108, 
130 

    

  

Compact occupation 
surface secured below 
layer of stone chips 
against outer wall face 
lower course, 
contemporary with 
paving C.0869; 
radiocarbon date 
calibrated 2-sigma is 
210-50BC 

0839 
Orange-brown ashy hearth-
like material, defined by stone 
setting C.0834 

Deposit 0834   0819 0834 8   104, 
106 

    
1 

Deposit surrounding and 
possibly associated with 
F.1, same as C.10.104? 

0840 Natural sand Deposit     0801   8   105 
    

  
Natural subsoil, also 
seen in T9, same as 
C.10.15 

0841 

Pale brown gritty fill around 
slabs 0842 within intramural 
stair gallery; patches of 
charcoal and peat ash 

Deposit     0816, 
0801 

0842, 
0844 8 09263-4; 

Bone, ceramic 125 

    

51   
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Context 
No. Description Type Fill of Filled 

by Under Over Trench Finds Sample 
No. 

Section 
No. 

Plan 
No. 

Feature 
No. Interpretation / notes 

0842 
Horizontal group of slabs 
within intramural stair 
passage 

Structure     0816, 
0841 0844 8   - 

    

50b 

Slabbed surface 
underlying earlier 
slabbed surface in 
intramural stair gallery 

0843 

Linear 'wall' of 7 boulders 
terminating with blank to 
southeast, but even larger 
boulders to west; central 
stone has possible pock marks 
on upper surface 

Deposit     0801, 
0811   8   - 

    

36 
Similar situation to 
C.0423 but not clearly 
connected 

0844 

Dark brown sticky organic soil 
with angular stone, shell, 
bone, quartz chips and high 
charcoal inclusion 

Deposit     0841, 
0842 

0845, 
0846, 
0850 

8 

09267-273, 
09277, 09281-

2; Worked 
stone, 

ceramic (IA), 
slag, Cu alloy, 

seed pod, 
bone 

110, 
111, 
113, 
116-
120, 
123, 
132, 
136, 
137     

51 

Hearth material, secured 
below layer of paving in 
intramural passage, 
contemporary with 
C.0846; radiocarbon 
date of 0-140 AD cal 2-
sigma 

0845 

Surface of clay-charcoal mix 
and small slabs within 
intramural stair gallery; 15mm 
thick 

Deposit     0844, 
0846 0850 8   

109, 
112, 
121, 
123     

52 
Compact clay and slabs 
forming surface (maybe 
hearth-related use?) 

0846 

Brown-pink loose gravelly soil 
with angular stone, clay lenses 
throughout, bone, charcoal, 
fire-cracked cobbles 

Deposit     0844 
0845, 
0847, 
0849 

8 
Animal bone, 
fire-cracked 

stone 

121, 
123 

    

52 
Hearth material 
overlying clay and stony 
hearth surface C.0845 

0847 Deposit of black, charcoal-rich 
silt with some animal bone Deposit 0849   0846 0848, 

0849 8 Animal bone 122 
    

52 
Charcoal-rich layer 
overlying fill of compact 
clay-lined pit 

0848 
Compact yellow clay with 
shell, charcoal and bone 
inclusions 

Deposit 0849   0846, 
0847 0849 8 Animal bone, 

shell 126 
    

52 
Clay sealing of charcoal-
lined pit and flue 
(C.0849) 

0849 Shallow scoop-like cut, clay-
lined, through earlier surface Cut   0848 

0846, 
0847, 
0848 

0845 8   127 
    

52 Flue and channel 
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No. Description Type Fill of Filled 

by Under Over Trench Finds Sample 
No. 

Section 
No. 

Plan 
No. 

Feature 
No. Interpretation / notes 

0850 Hardened reddish-mid brown 
sandy soil Deposit     0844, 

0845   8   - 
    

52 Oxidised fill around 
hearth and flue 

0851 

Four courses of walling, 
predominantly white 
limestone, 0.5m high by 0.6m 
wide; S side of passage 

Structure     0853, 
0855 

10.152, 
10.15 8   - 

    

39 

NE-facing passage wall 
face at base of pole hole 
cut (C.0820); same as 
C.10.153 

0852 

Four-five courses of walling 
with limestone, sandstone set 
into cut into subsoil (C.0856); 
0.8m high by 0.5m wide, 
truncated by pole hole cut 

Structure     0857 10.152, 
10.15 8   139 

    

39 

SW-facing passage wall 
face at base of pole hole 
cut (C.0820); same as 
C.10.154 

0853 
Purple-black peat ash and 
charcoal, sealed by overlying 
slab C.0854, depth 100mm 

Deposit     0854 0851 8   138, 
140 

    
39 

Possible deliberate 
backfilling, same as 
C.10.156 

0854 
Stone slab over C.0853; 
100mm thick, 500mm long 
(visible part) 

Structure     0408 0853 8   - 
    

39 Passage roof/corbel 
stone, same as C.10.146 

0855 

Dark brown loose soil and 
stone deposit, 200mm deep 
on N-facing side of pole hole 
cut (C.0820) 

Deposit     10.122 0851, 
0853 8   - 

    

  

Intermediate deposit 
between lower passage 
and broch structure, 
same as C.10.145 

0856 

Cut into subsoil, probably 
originally faced by passage all 
(C.0852) but truncated by 
pole hole cut 

Cut     0857   8   - 

    

39 

Cut into natural for 
passage construction-
made visible by pole 
hole cut; same as 
C.10.152 

0857 

Black loose soil and stone 
deposit along length of S-
facing section of pole hole cut 
underlying voids below broch 
structure 

Deposit     10.151 0852 8   - 

    

  

Intentional deposition 
over passage after 
removal or collapse of 
roof and before 
construction of broch 

0858 
Yellow-brown soily silt fill of 
passage below passage 
redeposit fill 

Deposit     0833 10.151 8   - 

    

  

Deliberate backfill at 
time of passage 
abandonment? At base 
of pole hole cut, so not 
investigated 
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No. Description Type Fill of Filled 

by Under Over Trench Finds Sample 
No. 

Section 
No. 

Plan 
No. 

Feature 
No. Interpretation / notes 

0859 

Four large boulders south of 
possible paving C.0860 and 
abutting outer wall; two 
largest aligned at 90 deg to 
outer wall and two others set 
randomly behind 

Structure     0838   8   - 

    

55 Early entrance to 
another structure? 

0860 
Irregular slabbed surface, 1m 
x 1.75m, may extend to 
C.0859 

Structure     0838   8   - 
    

55 Paved surface to early 
entrance? 

0861 Sub broch passage, context 
0851, 0852, 0854 Group         8   - 

    
39 

Sub broch passage, 
continuation of 
souterrain? 

Trench 
9            

0901 Topsoil, sandy loam in T9 Deposit       0902, 
0904 9   - 

    
  Overlying fill of trench 9 

0902 

Dark grey-black compact 
clayey loam containing bone, 
charcoal flecks, fire-cracked 
cobbles 

Deposit     0901 
0903, 
0904, 
0905 

9 09248, 
worked stone 101 

    

  
Scattered, compact 
redeposit over slabs 
C.0905 

0903 Black, charcoal-rich ashy 
deposit Deposit     0902 10.103 9 09250, 

worked stone 102 
    

29 Burnt material, possible 
hearth residue 

0904 
Mid-brown, compact sandy 
loam containing charcoal 
flecks 

Deposit     0901, 
0902 0905 9 09253, 09274; 

charcoal, iron 

114, 
115, 
133 

    

  Fill around [0446] 

0905  Recumbent slabs, same as 
[0446] Structure     0902, 

0904 0906 9 09276, 
worked stone 

128, 
129 

    
16 Lintels covering 

ditch/passage 

0906 Sandy with  charcoal flecking; 
fill underlying slabs Deposit     0905   9   - 

    

16 

Silting after 
abandonment of 
structure, same as 
C.10.127 
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No. Description Type Fill of Filled 

by Under Over Trench Finds Sample 
No. 

Section 
No. 

Plan 
No. 

Feature 
No. Interpretation / notes 

APL10 2010 Field season       Prefix SF10_      

99 Redeposited overburden/spoil 
overlying terram Deposit           1001-11,1099, 

10309 -     - Excavation backfill 

10.01 
Redeposited mid-dark brown 
soil and rubble within 
courtyard centre 

Deposit     24, 41, 
104 

10.104, 
10.06, 
10.62, 
10.18, 
10.71 

- 

10_15, 16, 18, 
23-5, 27, 29, 

31, 32, 35, 38-
40, 49, 109, 

110, 136, 145, 
149, 153-6, 

230, 231, 235, 
249, 253, 260, 
264, 291, 292, 
297, 298, 304, 

337  

1-4, 6, 
8, 13, 

14, 18, 
24, 29, 
34, 78 

    - Overburden 

10.02 

Possible midden material, rich 
in charcoal and fire-cracked 
cobbles, intense bone and 
shell (T2) 

Deposit     7 10.12, 
10.13 2 

10_254, 257-
259, 299, 303, 

341 

5, 9, 10, 
12, 17, 
22, 79 

    - 

Midden-rich material 
overlying lower 
courtyard upper fill, 
concentrated in T2, N 
side of courtyard 
beyond stay holes 

10.03 Redeposited mixed soils filling 
electricity stay hole Deposit 10.16, 

10.04   10.01 10.16, 
10.04 2 

10_19, 28, 30, 
33, 41, 44, 45, 

48, 169 

23, 25, 
27, 33, 

36-8 
(Kubien

a) 

    30 Redeposited courtyard 
fills, same as C.0465 

10.04 Cut for electricity stay hole Cut   10.03 10.03 10.15 2 1083   1   30 Modern cut for 
electricity pole stays 

10.05 
Dark brown-black charcoal-
rich soil with a large quantity 
of animal bone; abuts C10.55 

Deposit     10.01 / 
10.06   4 

1012, 1059, 
1084, 1092-5, 

10102-5, 
10164 

7, 16, 
19, 49, 
53, 60, 

61 

    3 

Discrete deposit of 
animal bone of mixed 
species; probably 
underlay C.10.06 but 
already exposed 
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No. 

Plan 
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No. Interpretation / notes 

10.06 

Dark brown-dark grey-black 
humic soil spread across the 
courtyard area; containing 
occupation material 

Deposit     12, 13, 
10.01 

10.07, 
10.46, 
10.47, 
10.55, 
10.66, 
10.68, 
10.77, 
10.81, 
10.104 

  

10_13, 14, 20-
2, 36, 81, 85, 
87-89, 90, 91, 
100, 101, 112, 
119-126, 128-
130, 141, 144, 
146, 147, 151, 
159, 160, 165, 
166, 168, 175, 
178, 179, 183, 
204, 221, 222, 
228, 263, 285, 
289, 290, 295   

11, 15, 
20, 21, 
26, 28, 
30, 32, 
57, 72-

77, 106, 
116, 
144 

    - 

Occupation material 
overlying and 
surrounding secondary 
occupation surfaces and 
structures; probably the 
uppermost deposit 
overlying final phase of 
use of the site 

10.07 
Redeposited sand mixed 
within dark brown-black soil 
from C.10.06 in Trench 2 

Deposit     10.06 10.06 2         - 

Evidence of redeposited 
natural within upper 
courtyard deposits; 
remains of digging spoil 

10.08 
Mid brown soil from the 
extension of Trench 2 (outside 
broch wall) 

Deposit     2 10.09, 
10.10 2 1042-3, 1046, 

1055 39, 40     - Topsoil, overburden, 
same as C.212 

10.09 

Dark brown-black humic soil--
redeposited material N of 
broch entrance (exterior); 
underlying the overburden 
C.10.08 

Deposit     10.08 10.10 2   31     - 

Lot of cracked cobble 
and probably 
redeposited midden 
spread outside of broch 

10.10 Heavy grey clayey soil and 
rubble Deposit     10.08, 

10.09 

10.19, 
10.28, 
10.49 

2 ext   164     - 
Secondary redeposited 
soil outside of E side of 
broch 

10.11 

Light-mid brown soil 
overburden outside of 
souterrain entrance extending 
to the WNW exterior of the 
broch 

Deposit     10.01 

10.20, 
10.30, 
10.40, 
10.43 

8 ext 

10_47, 50-4, 
60, 61, 69, 71, 

76, 86, 133, 
167, 206, 319, 

320, 328 

      - 
Secondary redeposited 
soil outside of WNW 
side of broch 
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by Under Over Trench Finds Sample 
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Section 
No. 

Plan 
No. 
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No. Interpretation / notes 

10.12 
Dark brown-grey silty soil 
underlying midden deposit 
seen in stay hole profile in T2 

Deposit     10.02 10.13 2 ctyd 10308 35, 37, 
41, 213 1   - 

Occupation surface or 
deposit (also seen in T1 
outer wall sondage) 

10.13 White-grey sand layer, first 
seen in electricity stay holes Deposit     

10.02, 
10.12, 
10.17, 
10.74, 
10.90 

10.184, 
10.186  

10.14, 
10.74 2 ctyd   37, 38, 

213 
1, 21, 

24   - 
Sand layer found across 
the site; same as 
C.10.37, C.10.45 

10.14 Dark brown-black sandy silt Deposit     10.13, 
10.74 10.15 2 ctyd   37, 38, 

213 
1, 21, 

24   - Possible old ground 
surface underlying sand 

10.15 Natural-compact, orange sand Deposit     10.14 - 2 ctyd   38 1, 18 27 - Natural / subsoil, same 
as C.10.25 

10.16 Cut for second electricity stay 
hole (to S) Cut   10.03 10.03 10.15 2 ctyd     1   30 Modern cut 

10.17 

Inner broch wall inner face on 
N side of broch entrance, 
appears very well-built where 
exposed by stay hole cut 

Structure     31 10.13 2 ctyd         58 Inner wall face, well-
built 

10.18 Concentration of cockle and 
limpet shells Deposit     10.01, 

10.03 10.67 2 ctyd 10181, 10186, 
10196, 10208 

94, 108, 
122, 
123, 
133 

    12 

Disturbed, redeposited 
shell midden exposed in 
stay hole cut, part of 
C.10.02 

10.19 
Cut into natural orange sand 
C.10.25, located in T2 
extension sondage 

Cut     10.10 10.25 2         - 

Construction cut - 
evidence for ground 
preparation for broch 
foundations 

10.20 Black-dark brown, charcoal-
rich sandy soil Deposit     10.11 

10.21, 
10.26, 
10.39 

8 ext 1056-7, 1062, 
10240 

44, 45, 
56, 57, 
62-7, 
74, 75 

    - 

Redeposited occupation 
material WNW outside if 
broch, contemporary w/ 
C.10.36 

10.21 
Dark brown-black sandy silt 
containing small stone 
fragments 

Deposit     10.20 10.22, 
10.30 2 / 8 ext 1058 42, 46, 

58     - 

Located just outside F.6  
souterrain passage SW 
wall and behind (E of) 
F.5 
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Context 
No. Description Type Fill of Filled 

by Under Over Trench Finds Sample 
No. 

Section 
No. 

Plan 
No. 

Feature 
No. Interpretation / notes 

10.22 
Orange sand deposit 
underlying C.10.20 in T8 
extension and abuts C.10.30 

Deposit     10.20, 
10.21 

10.26, 
10.50 8 ext         5 

Redeposited natural 
sand encircled partially 
by large stones; one 
upright slab is set into it 

10.23 
Mid-dark-brown compact silty 
soil mixed with compact 
orange sand patches 

Deposit     10.24 10.25 2 ext   43 4   - 

Base layer for 
construction of outer 
walling; deposit lies 
below the outermost 
walling exposed in T2 
sondage 

10.24 Outermost wall face in T2 ext Structure     10.29, 
30 10.23 2 ext     4   58 Outermost wall footing 

NE side of broch 

10.25 Very compact, orange sand in 
T2 extension sondage Deposit     10.23, 

10.28 - 2 ext     4   - Natural, same as C.10.15 

10.26 
Black charcoal-rich silty soil; 
surface containing large 
quantity of iron slag 

Deposit     
10.20, 
10.22,  
10.30 

10.40, 
10.42, 
10.44, 
10.45, 
10.56, 
10.57, 

10.110, 
10.116, 
10.200 

8 ext 

10_47, 68, 72, 
73, 77, 150, 

152, 162, 163, 
172, 198, 199, 

216, 227 

88, 111, 
124     - 

Occupation material 
(surface?), located 
outside of the broch 
structure NW; 
associated with 
'industrial area' but 
similar or same as 
C.10.36 

10.27 

Discrete area of tap slag over 
an area 80cm across, located 
immediately behind wall face 
of F.11 cist 

Deposit     10.20, 
10.26 

10.42, 
10.84, 

10.112, 
10.179 

8 ext 

10_78-80, 82, 
108, 134, 135, 
139, 140, 167, 
171, 278, 294, 

296 

48, 69, 
81, 85, 

86, 165, 
167 

    4 

Metal-working residue, 
upper fill of hearth 
Feature 4; C14 date 
calibrated 2-sigma: 210-
40 BC 

10.28 
Lens of dark brown-black silty 
sandy soil located in the E end 
of T2 sondage 

Deposit     10.10, 
10.49 10.25 2 ext 1070       - 

Remains of old ground 
surface (C.10.14) that 
was visible in F.30 stay 
hole cut profile (?) 
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Context 
No. Description Type Fill of Filled 

by Under Over Trench Finds Sample 
No. 

Section 
No. 

Plan 
No. 

Feature 
No. Interpretation / notes 

10.29 
Dark brown-black sandy silt 
overlying rubble in T2 
extension to S of sondage 

Deposit     10.10 10.24 2 ext         - 
Redeposited material 
overlying outer wall in 
T2 extension 

10.30 
Alignment of stone, some 2 
courses, N of possible broad 
entrance [0859] 

Structure     10.11, 
10.21 10.26 8 ext         7 Continuation of previous 

season [0859] / [0860] 

10.31 
Dark brown silty soil w/ gritty 
inclusions and some burnt 
bone 

Deposit     123 0447, 
10.34 1 ctyd   51     2 

Redeposited soil over 
already exposed hearth 
F.2 

10.32 Dark brown silty loam w/ 
cobbles and stone fragments Deposit     123 10.33, 

10.34 1 ctyd   50     2 
Redeposited material 
over previously exposed 
hearth F.2 

10.33 

Dark reddish-brown granular 
soil with sticky lenses 
overlying and at the centre of 
F.2 

Deposit     10.32 10.34 1 ctyd   52, 54, 
55     2 Burning residue from 

hearth F.2 

10.34 

Small recumbent stone slabs, 
heat-damaged, forming a 
subrectangular setting w/ 
small upright slabs 
surrounding it 

Structure     
10.31, 
10.32, 
10.33 

10.41 1 ctyd         2 
Previously exposed 
hearth-same as [0447] 
from 2007 

10.35 
Mid-dark brown charcoal-rich 
sandy soil overburden outside 
of broch 

Deposit       10.36 2 ext 

10_118, 137, 
143, 205, 214, 
217, 218, 220, 
242, 245, 265 

      - 

Redeposited material to 
NE side of F.6 
'souterrain' passage, 
same as C.232 

10.36 Dark brown-black silty soil w/ 
high charcoal content Deposit     10.35 10.37, 

10.48 2 ext 
10_19, 114-7, 
131, 132, 133, 
194, 224, 271 

56, 62, 
82, 93, 

98, 100, 
131, 
145, 
151 

    - 

Build-up of occupation 
material outside of NNE 
side of broch, same as 
C.10.26 
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No. Description Type Fill of Filled 

by Under Over Trench Finds Sample 
No. 

Section 
No. 

Plan 
No. 

Feature 
No. Interpretation / notes 

10.37 Pink-white-grey fine sand Deposit     10.36   2 ext         - 

Sandy layer underlying 
occupation surface-very 
similar to other fine 
sand associated with the 
broch structures; 
possibly a preparation of 
the ground surface; 
same as C.10.13, same 
as C.10.45 

10.38 
Dark brown redeposited soil 
fill around 'false' wall from T4 
ctyd 

Deposit     0425 10.06, 
10.120 4 ctyd 1098       - 

Redeposited soil fill 
amongst broch 
rubble/tumble 

10.39 

Upright stone slabs amongst 
well-coursed stone walling, 
floor slabs; stone-built cellular 
structure lining suboval cut 

Structure   
10.40, 
10.63, 
10.73 

10.20, 
10.73 10.89 8 ext     7 20 11 Interpreted as a cist 

10.40 
Dark brown-black rich and 
lightly compact soil containing 
iron slag; fill of [10.39] 

Deposit 10.39   10.26 10.63 8 ext 10106 63     11 Upper fill of cist Feature 
11 

10.41 
Dark brown silty soil in a 
sealed deposit under hearth 
F.2 slabs 

Deposit     10.34   1 ctyd   58, 59     2 Deposit underlying 
hearth F.2 

10.42 

Black, compact soily fill with 
charcoal fragments between 
cist and Feature 4 metal-
working hearth; fades out to 
S&N edges 

Deposit     10.26, 
10.27 10.179 8 ext 107, 113, 127 70, 215     - 

Residual metal-working 
residue from around 
edges of F.4 hearth, 
same as C.10.27 but 
spread outside of the 
hearth 

10.43 

Semi-circular alignment of 
stones @ a deposit of orange 
sand to W side of broch outer 
wall 

Structure     10.11 10.26/ 
10.42 8 ext         5 

F.5-thought to be a work 
area, appeared to 
extend to [10.30] 

10.44 

Small-medium sandstone 
slabs forming paved area 
outside broch 'souterrain' 
passage entrance 

Structure     10.20, 
10.26 10.45 8 ext         6 

Part of F.6, paved path 
to entrance, same as 
C.0476 
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No. Description Type Fill of Filled 

by Under Over Trench Finds Sample 
No. 

Section 
No. 

Plan 
No. 

Feature 
No. Interpretation / notes 

10.45 

White-pink sand with charcoal 
inclusions outside outer wall 
NW; also below and around 
souterrain paving [10.44] 

Deposit     10.26 10.14, 
10.201 8 ext         6 

Related to [10.44], 
thought to be a 
prepared surface for the 
paving slabs; probably 
same as C.10.37/C.0477 

10.46 

Moderately compact dark 
brown-black charcoal-rich silty 
soil, like C.10.06, surrounding 
possible hearth, located in 
courtyard S of F.2 hearth 

Deposit     10.06 0448, 
10.107 

2 / 4 
ctyd 

10111, 10276, 
10280-283 64, 67     19 

Occupation material, 
probably the last phase 
occupation surface, 
overlying F.19 (Context 
0448) and F.27 (context 
10.107) 

10.47 
Dark brown-black silty soil 
overlying possible posthole 
F.9 

Deposit     10.06 10.82, 
10.83 1 ctyd         9 Fill over possible packing 

stones 

10.48 

Black charcoal-rich soil and 
small firecracked stones 
associated w/ redeposited 
metal-working residues 

Deposit     10.36 10.45 2 ext 10142 71     10 

Deposit and spread of 
cobbles F.10; located to 
NW exterior of broch-
could be remnants of a 
cobbled work area or 
'tipping' area of 
firecracked 
stone/cobbles 

10.49 
Pink-white-grey fine sand 
located at E end of T2 
sondage over the black 

Deposit     10.10 10.28 2 ext         - 

Same fine sand as C. 
10.13, C.10.37, C. 10.45; 
same sequence as the 
C.10.13 one 

10.50 Brown sandy soil fill w/ rubble Deposit     10.22   8 ext         - Rubble and soil 

10.51 
Deposit of bone abutting 
inner broch wall inner face in 
S side of courtyard 

Deposit     10.01 10.06 1 ctyd         - Redeposited bone 
within C.10.01 

10.52 Dark brown sandy-silty soil 
overburden in T9 extension Deposit     0901 10.53, 

10.99 9 

10_167, 176, 
241, 247, 248, 
251, 255, 256, 

334, 335 

137     - 
Trench 9 overburden 
containing some soft 
clay 
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No. Description Type Fill of Filled 

by Under Over Trench Finds Sample 
No. 

Section 
No. 

Plan 
No. 

Feature 
No. Interpretation / notes 

10.53 
Compact black-dark brown silt 
with charcoal and sandstone 
flecks 

Deposit     10.52   9 

10_138, 170, 
174, 191, 192, 
195, 197, 212, 

330 

      - 

A silty deposit which 
surrounds most of the 
slabs in Trench 9 
extension-similar to 
C.10.36 

10.54 
Very dark brown-black 
organic-rich most soil around 
a rough rubble/cobble surface 

Deposit     10.55, 
10.69   1 ctyd 

10161, 10233-
4, 10239, 

10262 
87, 109     - 

Deposit of cobbles, small 
stone fragments, 
possibly a rubble surface 

10.55 

Dark brown sandy silt 
containing small pea gravel to 
WSW of SF10161 knife 
findspot 

Deposit     10.06, 10.54 4 ctyd   84, 
135?     - Redeposited material 

around C.10.54? 

10.56 
Two discrete deposits of 
orange sand flanking slag-rich 
deposits around F.4 hearth 

Deposit     10.26 10.45, 
10.112 8 ext         4 

Discrete deposits of 
subsoil-may be material 
for putting out fire (?) 

10.57 Cut with steep-sided edge into 
white sand Cut   

10.26, 
10.196, 
10.200

-
10.202 

10.202 10.25 8 ext     22   28, 38 Cut into natural for ditch 
F.38 

10.58 
Compact dark-mid brown-
grey gritty clayey soil in I-M 
gal #1 

Deposit     134 10.65, 
10.92 1 

10_173, 177, 
180, 182, 190, 
200-203, 226 

101-
104, 
119, 
125 

    - Surface in I-M gallery no. 
1, same as C.135 

10.59 Loosely compact mid-dark 
brown soil fill in I-M gal #2 Deposit     0415   4 10301-2 99     - Upper fill of I-M gallery 

#2, same as C.0416 

10.60 
Compact pale pink-light 
brown gritty clay surface in NE 
side of I-M gal #3 

Deposit     
204, 

0822, 
0831 

10.125 2, I-m 
gal no.3 

10193, 10223, 
10229 10237-

8, 10307 

89, 90, 
95, 96, 

105, 
128, 
202 

    63 

Clay surface in I-M 
gallery #3; the material 
was soft at the base and 
around gallery stop wall 
but somewhat hardened 
on the surface 
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No. Description Type Fill of Filled 

by Under Over Trench Finds Sample 
No. 

Section 
No. 

Plan 
No. 

Feature 
No. Interpretation / notes 

10.61 
Subrectangular setting of 
upright large stones with 
packing stones, 1.2, by 0.4m 

Structure     10.01, 
10.62 

10.75, 
10.138 2 ctyd       27 12 Possible post setting 

10.62 
Mid brown silty-sandy soil 
containing bone and charcoal 
fragments-fill around C.10.61 

Deposit     10.01 10.75 2 ctyd 10207, 10210, 
10232 

92, 115, 
118, 
121 

  8, 31 12 Upper, redeposited fill 
around F.12-like C.10.02 

10.63 
Black, loosely compact soil 
containing collapsed slabs in 
F.11 

Deposit 10.39   10.40 10.73 8 ext 10187, 10189, 
10219, 10246 

110, 
112     11 

Secondary fill of F.11 
cist, redeposited 
material 

10.64 
Pink-green-grey soft clay 
deposit, 12cm deep overlying 
large boulders 

Deposit     10.58 10.65, 
10.91 1   91     - 

Cache of clay set within 
C.10.58 and C.10.65 
around I-M gallery #1 N 
stop wall, like C.109 

10.65 

Black soily clay surface mixed 
with gritty ashy silt and large 
quantity of charcoal 
fragments 

Deposit     10.58 10.64 1 10209, 10213, 
10215, 10236 97, 127     - 

Occupation 
layer/surface in T1 I-M 
gallery no.1, same as 
C.10.90 

10.66 
Loosely compact dark brown 
silty soil with high shell 
content 

Deposit     10.06 10.68 1         - 
T1 ctyd SW; 'tipping' 
layer of shell midden 
material 

10.67 
Setting of upright slabs and 
base of limestone slab, part of 
F.12 

Structure     10.01, 
10.18 10.76 2 ctyd       10 12 

Part of F.12; stones to S 
side of large slabs 
[10.61]; possible hearth 

10.68 
Dark brown compact soily silt 
containing rubble and 
charcoal fragments 

Deposit     10.06, 
10.66 10.69 1 ctyd           T1 ctyd SW, a tipping 

layer of midden material 

10.69 

Dark brown-black compact 
soily silt to N of C.10.68/10.67 
and T1 inner broch wall inner 
face 

Deposit     10.68 10.54 1 ctyd           Occupation material in 
broch courtyard 

10.70 
Subcircular cluster  of large 
upright slabs and small 
upright packing stones 

Structure     10.104   8 ctyd         1 Posthole, same as 
C.0834 
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by Under Over Trench Finds Sample 
No. 

Section 
No. 

Plan 
No. 

Feature 
No. Interpretation / notes 

10.71 

Small, subcircular cluster  of 
small-medium 
limestone/sandstone upright 
packing stones abutting broch 
inner wall inner face in T8 
ctyd 

Structure     10.01   1 / 8 
ctyd         13 Posthole 

10.72 

Loosely compact, very black 
soil with high charcoal content 
and large slab/stones-possible 
hearth, F.17, in I-M gallery #1 

Deposit     0443, 
10.92 

10.93, 
10.186 1 I-m gal 10272 117, 

150     17 Hearth setting and 
residue 

10.73 

Light brown soily sand 
containing charcoal, clay, slag 
and small quantity of burnt 
bone 

Deposit 10.39   10.63 10.39-cist 
floor slabs 8 ext 10211, 10250 

132, 
136, 
138, 
163 

    11 Lower fill of Cist F.11 

10.74 Black, charcoal-rich sandy silt 
in T1 extension sondage Deposit     10.209 

10.192 
10.13, 
10.14 1 ext   213 21, 24     

Black surface overlying 
white sand and old 
ground surface 
underlying outermost 
walls to W side of broch 
(see T1 extension 
sondage section 
drawing) same as 10.12, 
10.189 

10.75 

Loose, humic light-mid brown 
soil containing fire-cracked 
cobbles and charcoal 
fragments 

Deposit     10.62 
10.94, 
10.138 
10.142 

2 ctyd   

113, 
134, 
141, 
180, 
193 

8, 29, 
31   12 Lower fill of Feature 12 

posthole 

10.76 

Dark brown-black compact 
silty soil, charcoal-rich 
underlying limestone slab and 
containing fire-cracked 
cobbles 

Deposit     10.18, 
10.67 10.88 2 ctyd   114, 

127     12 

Arc of stones and 
discrete area of 
charcoal-rich deposit, 
possible hearth deposit 

10.77 
Firecracked stone in a discrete 
deposit overlying T4 ctyd 
hearth setting F.15 

Deposit     10.06 
10.54, 
10.55, 
10.78 

4 ctyd         15 Material from F.15 
hearth in T4 ctyd 
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by Under Over Trench Finds Sample 
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Section 
No. 

Plan 
No. 

Feature 
No. Interpretation / notes 

10.78 
Black charcoal-rich ashy silt 
overlying hard clay adhering 
to hearth slabs 

Deposit     10.77 10.79, 
10.80 4 ctyd         15 Residue from hearth 

10.79 Pink-light brown hardened 
clay adhering to hearth slabs Deposit     10.78 10.80 4 ctyd         15 

Baked clay-residue from 
possible hearth/work 
area 

10.80 Small stone slabs, horizontal 
and upright forming hearth Structure     10.79   4 ctyd         15 Hearth setting 

10.81 
Rich, black humic soil 
containing a discrete deposit 
of animal bone at ctyd centre 

Deposit     10.06   8 ctyd   

129, 
140, 
143, 
162 

    20 

Organic-rich black fill 
around a deposit of 
bone, partially 
articulated 

10.82 
Deposit of compact grey clay 
containing some charcoal 
fragments 

Deposit 10.83   10.47 10.83 8 ctyd   130     9 
Deposit visible in section 
of F.9 possible post 
setting 

10.83 

Two large recumbent slabs in 
the broch courtyard, 0.5m 
inside intramural stair gallery 
entrance; may forming some 
sort of stone setting 

Structure     10.47, 
10.82   8 ctyd         9 

Post setting ? or work 
area?  Or part of broch 
rubble ? 

10.84 

Pale orange / black mixed 
streaks of ashy silt, peat ash 
and clay; contains large 
charcoal lumps; underlies 
outer spread of moderately 
compact F.4 metal-working 
residue; underlies clay base of 
F.4 hearth 

Deposit 10.113   10.27, 
10.112 10.85 8 ext 10273-5, 

10293 

168, 
169, 
212, 
215 

    28 

Clay and burning residue 
(hearth); underlies 
compact clay base of 
metal-working structure 

10.85 Pale grey-brown sticky clay 
residue Deposit 10.113   10.84 10.118 8 ext 10336 212     4 

Very base of clay bowl 
below Feature 4 and 
overlying over top of 
F.28 backfill 

10.86 
Dark brown humic soil within 
'opening' in [10.87] slabs over 
T9 structure [0905] 

Deposit     10.87 10.207 9 10252, 10261       16 Backfill deposit in F.16 
below 'opening' 
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Plan 
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No. Interpretation / notes 

10.87 
Four long slabs forming a 
possible opening into slabbed 
structure [0905] 

Structure     10.52 10.86 9         16 

Possible 'doorway' or 
passage into ditch F.16, 
part of 0905; or robbing 
access 

10.88 
Grey-black sandy ash 
underlying charcoal-rich fill 
from hearth underlying F.12 

Deposit     10.76 10.139, 
10.15 2 ctyd         12 Residue from hearth 

10.89 Dark brown-black, charcoal-
rich humic soil Deposit     10.39   8 ext   139     11 

Material underlying cist 
floor slabs; C14 date 
calibrated 2-sigma: 210-
50 BC 

10.90 

Mid-dark brown compact soily 
silt with crushed shell, small 
stone /slabs, in I-m gallery 
no.1 

Deposit     10.58 

10.182, 
10.184, 
10.186, 
10.13 

1 10331 142, 
146   18 - 

Abuts sill stone and 
C.10.97 I-m gal no.1 
inner wall passage 
surface 

10.91 
Large boulders forming part of 
a structural base of I-M gallery 
no.1 floor 

Deposit     10.64   1         - Early wall core 
/structural fill 

10.92 Dark brown-black ashy silt 
compacted on to large stones Deposit     10.58 10.72, 

10.93 1         17 Hearth residue  

10.93 

Light brown-yellow clay 
surface amongst small stones 
w/ vitrification around edge; 
compacted on to small slab 
feature 

Deposit     10.72, 
10.92   1       18 17 

Hearth residue, possible 
furnace base fragments 
within this 

10.94 

Dark brown-black moderately 
compact soily silt with 
abundant shell and charcoal 
fragments, small upright 
stones 

Deposit 10.95, 
10.141   10.75, 

10.140 
10.95, 
10.141 2 ctyd         35 

Fill of possible posthole 
or pit underlying F.12-
possible primary feature 
of the site 

10.95 Small subcircular cut for 
posthole/pit underlying F.12 Cut   10.94 10.94   2 ctyd       27 35 

Posthole or pit 
underlying F.12-possible 
primary feature of the 
site 

10.96 Black soily silt underlying F. 19 
hearth slabs Deposit     0448   2 ctyd 10269, 10305 147, 

148     19 Residue from hearth 
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10.97 

Dark brown-black compact 
ashy silt containing stone 
fragments and greasy midden 
residue (trampled) - inner wall 
passage in I-m gallery no.1 

Deposit     126   1 10266-8, 
10270 

149, 
161       

I-M gallery #1 passage 
floor surface containing 
pottery, shell and bone 
frags 

10.98 Dark brown-black soily silt  w/ 
rubble Deposit 10.119     10.99 9   152     16 Same as C.10.53 

10.99 
Mid-dark brown sandy soil w/ 
charcoal flecks and flecks of 
subsoil orange sand 

Deposit 10.119   10.52, 
10.98 10.100 9         16 Upper fill over collapsed 

slab in ditch F.16 

10.100 
Lightly compact pale orange 
silty soily sand with charcoal 
flecks 

Deposit 10.119   10.99 10.127 9   153, 
154     16 F.16 ditch fill mixed with 

upper fill 

10.101 
Dark brown-black silty sand, 
loosely compact fill of 
(10.102) 

Deposit 10.102   10.26, 
10.115 

10.102, 
10.117 6 / 8 ext         22 Redeposited fill of 

ditch/drain 

10.102 

Partially slab-lined, steep-
sided cut into natural in T8 ext 
(partially uncovered 
previously in T6 = (301)) 

Cut   10.101 10.101, 
10.117 10.15 6 / 8 ext         21, 22 Cut for ditch/drain 

10.103 

Charcoal-rich, loose dark 
brown silty soil; hearth 
material with some possible 
lithics 

Deposit     0903 10.111 9   171     29 Residue from possible 
hearth, same as C.0903 

10.104 Mid-dark brown loose, dry 
shelly sandy soily silt Deposit     0801, 

10.01 10.70 8 ctyd   155     1 

Widespread deposit, 
probably redeposited 
material near F.1; a very 
dry material 

10.105 
Deposit of loose shelly soil 
abutting T4 inner wall face 
near C.10.05 

Deposit     10.05, 
10.06   4 ctyd           Shell midden? 

10.106 
Deposit of shell within black-
dark brown soil by inner wall 
face 

Deposit     10.06 10.68 T1 ctyd 10277         Same as 10.66 
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by Under Over Trench Finds Sample 
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Section 
No. 

Plan 
No. 

Feature 
No. Interpretation / notes 

10.107 

Small upright stone slabs 
forming possible hearth next 
to and mostly underlying 
hearth Feature 19 

Structure     
10.46, 

10.109, 
0448 

  2 ctyd         27 

Partially underlying 
hearth F.19, these slabs 
appear similar to the 
later hearths (F.2, F.19) 
which are enclosed by 
small upright slabs 

10.108 Black loamy soil containing 
charcoal and shell fragments Deposit     10.02   2 ctyd   156       Redeposited midden 

10.109 Shell and charcoal-rich silty 
soil, loosely compact Deposit     10.06 10.107 2 / 4 

ctyd   157     27 

Sediment surrounding 
early & later hearths 
F.19 and F.27; same as 
C.10.46 

10.110 
Red-brown loosely compact 
sandy soil with fire-cracked 
cobbles 

Deposit     10.26   8 ext 10279 
159, 
160, 
170 

    24 
Backfilled material in 
pit/ditch, containing 
possible furnace base 

10.111 Dark brown-black charcoal-
rich silty ash Deposit     10.103 10.13 9   158, 

166     29 Burning residue from 
hearth 

10.112 

Hardened dark brown and 
pale brown sandy soily clay  
with charcoal inclusions; rim 
of burnt material around 
edges of hearth 

Structure 
/ deposit     10.27, 

10.179 10.84 8 ext 10288       4 

Clay base of F.4 hearth, 
adhering to hearth slabs 
and rim of burnt clay 
material formed during 
use of work 
surface/hearth 

10.113 Vertical cut into subsoil 
forming a ditch or pit Cut   

10.85, 
10.196

-
10.199 

10.199 10.25 8 ext         28 Ditch cut 

10.114 

Deep vertical cut into natural 
subsoil, partially stone-lined 
and blocked to S and W sides 
by [10.116], continues N out 
of trench 

Cut   10.110 10.110, 
10.116 10.15 8 ext         24 

Ditch cut, lined with 
large slab and filled with 
rough walling [10.116] 
forms part of  F.24 

10.115 A arcing of horizontal slabs 
approximately 1m across Structure     10.26 10.101, 

10.116 8 ext         21 Possible walling over 
F.21 and over F.24 
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No. 

Plan 
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No. Interpretation / notes 

10.116 

Sandstone stones forming a 
rough wall along S and W 
sides of F.24, probably 
continues N out of trench 

Structure 10.114   10.26, 
10.115 10.15 8 ext         24 

Wall inserted into ditch 
to form cellular stone 
structure-kiln, work area 
(?);  

10.117 Stone slabs lining (10.102) 
ditch Structure 10.102   10.101 10.102 8 ext         21 Slabs forming structural 

cell or ditch 

10.118 
Pale white-yellow clay 
adhering to E side of F.28 
under white sand 

Deposit 10.113   10.85 10.196 8 ext   212 23   28 
Clay lining to seal ditch, 
possibly preparation for 
later work surfaces 

10.119 Uppermost edge of cut into 
natural sand for ditch in T9 Cut   10.99, 

10.100 0905 10.126 9         16 
Upper cut forming 'shelf' 
in the ditch for 
supporting slabs 

10.120 

Compact black silty loam next 
to ctyd central paving slabs 
and overlying recumbent slabs 
to E of F.2 which appear set 
into the deposit 

Deposit     
10.01, 
10.38   ctyd 10284, 10286-

7 172-174     31 

Deposit containing 
group of overlapping rim 
and body pot sherds 
within centre of ctyd 
and sealed by upper 
redeposited fills 

10.121 
Outer broch wall core 
containing loosely compact 
dark brown stony soil 

Deposit     Exposed 10.124 10   184       Wall core, same as C.32 

10.122 
Inner broch wall core 
containing loosely compact 
dark brown stony soil 

Deposit     200 10.145 10 10315, 10327 198, 
210       Wall core, same as 

C.16/0408 

10.123 
Dark brown-black charcoal-
rich silty soil with probable 
packing stones 

Deposit 10.133   10.20 10.133 8 ext   175     33 Fill of post hole 

10.124 Mid-dark brown humic soil 
with charcoal flecks Deposit     10.121 10.125, 

10.129 10 10308 201, 
221     6 Upper fill of 'souterrain 

passage F. 6 

10.125 

Mid-dark brown sandy silty 
soil containing numerous 
charcoal fragments, stone, 
shellfish and animal bone 
fragments 

Deposit     10.60, 
10.124 10.130 10   197     6 

Redeposited material 
from surface in I-M 
passage, appears to 
slope down from I-M 
gallery 3 passage 
towards 'souterrain' 
passage F. 6 
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Plan 
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Feature 
No. Interpretation / notes 

10.126 Lower cut for T9 ditch Cut   10.127, 
10.128 

10.119, 
10.159 10.15 9         16 Lower cut for ditch / 

passage in T9 

10.127 Grey sandy silt with some 
charcoal inclusions Deposit 10.126   10.100 10.128 9     13, 14   16 

Upper fill, intentional 
backfilling, can see the 
tipping lines 

10.128 
Pale pink-grey sand separated 
by thin intermittent layers of 
white sand 

Deposit 10.126   10.127 10.143 9 10310 177, 
196 13, 14   16 Silting up of ditch 

10.129 

Mid brown silt soil w/ small-
medium stones and collapsed 
slabs, animal bone, bracken 
and some charcoal inclusions 

Deposit 10.132   10.124 
10.130, 
10.164 
10.189 

10   176, 
186     6 

Intentional backfill 
inside 'souterrain' 
entrance, underlying 
outer wall lintels 

10.130 
Light brown-grey sandy silt 
with <5% stone fragments and 
numerous charcoal flecks 

Deposit 10.132   
10.125, 
10.129, 
10.157 

10.131, 
10.205 10 10312, 10317-

8, 10333 

178, 
182, 
188, 
194 

    6 

Secondary silting in 
'souterrain' passage F.6; 
underlies bulk of large 
slabs within C.10.129 

10.131 

Light brown-grey sandy silt w/ 
natural orange sand patches 
and some charcoal flecks, 
bone fragments 

Deposit 10.132   10.130 10.132 10 10311       6 Primary silting in base of 
'souterrain' passage F.6 

10.132 Steep-sided cut into natural 
for 'souterrain' passage Cut   

10.129, 
10.130, 
10. 131 

10.131 10.15 10         6 Rough U-shaped cut into 
natural for F.6 passage 

10.133 Cut for posthole, 15cm by 
13cm, 10cm deep Cut   10.123 10.123 10.15 8 ext         33 

Posthole, cut through 
white sand and into 
natural 

10.134 
Dark brown sandy soil 
containing charcoal and small 
stones 

Deposit 10.135   10.20 10.135 8 ext 10314       32 Fill of post hole 

10.135 Steep-sided cut for posthole, 
10cm by 15cm, 14cm deep Cut   10.134 10.134 10.15 8 ext 10326       32 

Posthole, cut through 
white sand and into 
natural; ESE of F.33 

10.136 Dark brown sandy soil with 
fire-cracked stone Deposit 10.137   

10.20, 
10.75 10.137 8 ext         34 Fill of post hole 
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10.137 Subcircular cut for posthole, 
30cm by 27cm, 10cm deep Cut   10.136 10.136 10.15 8 ext         34 

Posthole, cut through 
white sand and into 
natural 

10.138 

Dark brown sandy soil w/ 
intense charcoal inclusions 
and animal bone; large slabs 
[10.61] set on top of this 
context 

Deposit 10.139   
10.61, 
10.75, 
10.142 

10.139 2 ctyd 10313-4 179, 
181 8 27 12 

Primary fill around base 
of slabs in F.12, near 
F.35 

10.139 
Cut into natural sand at base 
of large slabs; containing 
charcoal-rich fill 

Cut   10.138 10.138 10.15 2 ctyd       27 12 
Cut for possible primary 
broch feature underlying 
F.12-not investigated 

10.140 
Several courses of stone 
forming 'alcove' S of [10.61] 
slabs; 0.6m across 

Structure     10.01, 
10.06 

10.94, 
10.141 2 ctyd       27 12 

Unknown small grouping 
of stones within F.12, 
partly disturbed by stay 
hole cut; part of a flue or 
furnace? 

10.141 
Circular cut at the base of 
[10.140]; only partially 
exposed 

Cut   10.94 10.94, 
10.140 10.15 2 ctyd         12 

Cut for possible primary 
broch feature underlying 
F.12-not investigated 

10.142 
Mid brown humic soil w/ large 
amounts of stone flakes and 
bone fragments 

Deposit     10.75 10.138 2 ctyd         12 

Redeposited material 
around upright stones-
visible in E side of F.12 
section; like C.10.02 
midden material 

10.143 Dark grey charcoal-rich silt Deposit 10.126   10.128 10.158 = 
10.204 9     13, 14   16 

Charcoal-rich deposit 
amongst silting up of 
ditch 

10.144 

Loosely compact dark brown-
black organic-rich sandy silty 
soil containing charcoal, slag, 
clay, burnt bone 

Deposit 10.102   10.26 10.102 8 ext 10316, 10321-
3 

185, 
189, 
195 

    21 

Fill of stone structure-
possible cell or cist; 
probably same as 
C.10.101 

10.145 

Mid brown-grey loosely 
compact humic silty soil w/ 
50% stone and stone 
fragments 

Deposit     0832, 
10.122 

10.146, 
10.156 10   200     6, 39 

Rubble forming 
foundation of gallery 
wall (inner), same as 
C.0855 
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10.146 
A medium-sized stone 
overhangs the F.39 passage 
wall W face 

Structure     10.145 
10.153, 
10.154, 
10.156 

10         39 
Remains of possible 
corbelling for F.39 
passage, same as C.0854 

10.147 
Loose mid-dark brown sandy 
silt with charcoal flecks and 
small stone 

Deposit     10.156 10.150 10   191, 
192     6 

Souterrain' passage 
backfill with one large 
stone- like C.10.149 

10.148 

Mid brown sandy silt w/ 
abundant small stone mixed 
w/ charcoal and sand lenses; 
charcoal flecks throughout 
deposit 

Deposit 10.152   10.151 10.149 10     18   39 
Mixed redeposited 
material underlying 
upper courtyard fills 

10.149 
Compact mid-dark brown 
sandy silt with charcoal flecks 
and very little stone 

Deposit 10.152   10.148 10.150, 
10.161 10   203 18   39 Passage backfill, similar 

to C.10.147 

10.150 
Redeposited orange sand w/ 
charcoal flecks and some 
medium stone 

Deposit 10.152   
10.147, 
10.149 10.161 10   183 18   39 

Intermediate later of 
backfilled material in 
passage 

10.151 

Mix lenses of mid-dark brown 
sandy silt and soils containing 
charcoal and sandstone 
fragments 

Deposit 10.152   0858, 
10.157 

0857, 
10.148 10     18   39 

Mixed redeposited 
material in passage, 
disturbed by 
hydroelectric 

10.152 
Vertical cut for sub-broch 
passage cut into natural sand 
subsoil 

Cut   

10.149, 
10.150, 
10.153, 
10.154, 
10.161, 
10.162 

10.153, 
10.154, 
10.162 

10.15 10     18   39 F.39 construction cut 

10.153 W face of sub-broch passage Structure 10.152   10.146, 
10.156   10     18   39 W face of walling, same 

as C.0851 

10.154 E face of sub-broch passage Structure 10.152   
10.156, 
10.169, 
10.205 

10.152 10         39 E face of walling, same 
as C.0852 

10.155 

Mid-dark brown loosely 
compact sandy soil containing 
charcoal, shell fragments, 
stone fragments and animal 
bone 

Deposit     207 
10.157, 
10.164, 
10.189 

10 10324-5 187, 
199     - I-M gallery #3 passage 

backfill 
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10.156 

Thin deposit of compact mid 
brown sandy silt w/ numerous 
charcoal flecks and degraded 
sandstone fragments 

Deposit     10.145, 
10.146 

10.147, 
10.153, 
10.154 

10         6, 39 

Thin deposit which 
continues through sub-
broch passage to 
'souterrain' passage; 
surface postdating 
passage construction 

10.157 
Lens of black charcoal-rich 
silty soil in T10 section 
between F.6 and F.39 

Deposit     10.06, 
10.155 

10.130, 
10.151 10           Organic layer 

10.158 

Thin lenses of gritty silts, 
brown, grey and yellow, 
inclining at 45deg from W side 
and levelling at base; abuts 
into deposit of sand which 
enters from E 

Deposit 10.126   10.143, 
10.180 10.159 9         16 Silted material in ditch F. 

16 

10.159 
Grey charcoal-rich fine silt in 
base of F.16 cut; not crushed 
or compact 

Deposit 10.126   10.158 10.126 9   190     16 

Lower backfill of ditch, F. 
16, same as 10.181; 
radiocarbon dated to 0-
140 AD calibrated 2-
sigma 

10.160 

Dark brown sandy soil 
containing charcoal and 
fragments of broken quern 
stone 

Deposit 10.133   10.20 10.133 8 ext 10306       33 Fill of posthole, same as 
10.123 

10.161 

Dark brown-grey sandy soil at 
very base of sub-broch 
passage F.39 containing large 
slabs and stone, charcoal 

Deposit 10.152   10.149, 
10.150 10.162 10   204 18, 32   39 

Passage backfill, like 
C.10.149; possible 
secondary surface in 
passage 

10.162 
Loose pale orange sand with 
charcoal and small stone 
fragments 

Deposit 10.152   10.161, 
10.154 

10.152, 
10.15 10   205 18   39 

Primary basal silting of S 
end of sub-broch 
passage 

10.163 
Oval, shallow cut for pit 
underlying F.6  E walling in I-M 
gallery #3 

Cut   10.178 10.178 10.15 10         40 

Shallow pit of unknown 
use, measuring 1.1m x 
0.75m, cut through 
white sand containing 
ardmarks 
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10.164 
Walling within and below I-M 
gallery #3 upper fill, 
'souterrain' passage walling 

Structure     10.155, 
10.129 

10.178, 
10.193 10         6 

Rough wall, partially 
rebuilt?, lining E side of 
'souterrain' passage 

10.165 

Compact dark brown silty soil 
containing charcoal flecks and 
some clay, 20% small stone; 
abuts C.10.60 

Deposit     10.155   10 10329       - 
Deposit / surface in I-M 
#3 gallery, possibly same 
as C.10.60 

10.166 
Outermost stone footings 
extending through T9 from 
base of outer wall 

Structure     10.52   9 / 1 ext       15 25 

Restructuring of earlier 
wall footing to form 
entrance to SE side of 
broch 

10.167 Cut for possible posthole F.18 Cut   10.36 10.36   8 ext         18 Posthole ? - Not 
excavated 

10.168 Slabs aligned in a straight line 
outside OOW wall T8 Structure     10.20   8 ext         26 

Very ephemeral wall 
footings; wall base or 
path? 

10.169 
Footing from an alignment of 
walling below I-M gal #3 
passage fill 

Structure     0451, 
10.155 10.154 10         41 

Earlier wall footing 
before inner wall was 
rebuilt 

10.170 Subcircular posthole cut, 
20cm by 25cm Cut   10.171 10.171 10.15 8 ext         42 

Posthole, between F. 32 
and F.43, cut through 
white sand 

10.171 
Mid-dark brown sandy soil 
containing some packing 
stones 

Deposit 10.170   10.20 10.170 8 ext         42 Fill of posthole 

10.172 Subcircular posthole cut, 
25cm by 30cm Cut   10.173 10.173 10.15 8 ext         43 Post hole, E of F.42, cut 

through white sand 

10.173 Mid brown sandy silt Deposit 10.172   10.20 10.172 8 ext         43 Post hole, E of F.42 

10.174 Subcircular posthole cut, 
24cm x 28cm Cut   10.175 10.175 10.15 8 ext         44 Posthole, cut through 

white sand 

10.175 Light-mid brown sandy silt Deposit 10.174   10.20 10.174 8 ext         44 Posthole fill 

10.176 Suboval cut for posthole, 
34cm by 38cm Cut   10.177 10.177 10.15 8 ext         45 Posthole, cut through 

white sand 

10.177 Mid-dark brown silty soil with 
large packing stones Deposit 10.176   10.20 10.176 8 ext         45 Fill of posthole 
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10.178 
Dark brown silty soil with 
charcoal and sandstone flecks, 
and large stones overlying this 

Deposit 10.163   10.164 10.163, 
10.15 10   207     40 

Appears same as fill 
below outer wall/ inner 
wall rebuilds; fill of pit of 
unknown use 

10.179 

Black gritty soil w/ charcoal 
and iron slag, hammerscale, 
heat-fractured stones; 
surrounded by well-set, heat-
altered slabs and backed by 
set stones to E 

Deposit F.4   
10.27, 
10.42 10.112 8 ext   208, 

211     4 

Hearth slabs and 
primary fill of hearth 
containing metal-
working residue 

10.180 
Rough gritty mid brown-
orange sand, like natural 
slippage into ditch 

Deposit 10.126   10.143 10.158, 
10.181 9         16 Slumping of natural into 

ditch after silting event 

10.181 Grey charcoal-rich silt Deposit 10.126   10.180 10.15 9         16 Deposit in ditch fill, 
same as 10.159 

10.182 
Linear cut w/ large and small 
slabs lining E side of; partially 
uncovered in T1-9 extension 

Cut   
10.183, 
10.184, 
10.195 

10.185, 
10.195 10.15 1         46 

Ditch cut, visible below 
W side of I-M gallery 1 
passage; continuation of 
F.16 ditch below the 
broch 

10.183 

Loose dark brown-black silty 
soil w/ small-medium stone 
fill; charcoal-rich animal bone, 
limpet 

Deposit 10.182   10.184 10.195 1 10332 216-218     46 Middle fill of ditch cut 

10.184 
Mid brown sandy soil w/ fire-
cracked stone, minor charcoal 
fleck, angled infill 

Deposit 10.182   
0905, 
10.90 

10.183, 
10.13 1         46 

Upper fill of (10.182); 
same as C.10.186 (and 
similar to C.10.127) 

10.185 
Wall face above (C.10.182); 
medium slabs tightly packed 
between 2 uprights 

Structure     0421 10.182 1         48 
Walling between upright 
slabs in T1 sondage to N 
of lintels from F.16 

10.186 
Mid -dark brown sandy soil  
w/ small-medium stone 
fragments angled infill 

Deposit     
10.72, 
10.90 

10.207, 
10.13 1         46 Upper fill of (10.182); 

same as C.10.184 

10.187 
Steep-sided cut for pit, flat-
based; 60cm wide by 30cm 
deep; cut into natural 

Cut   10.188 10.188 10.25 8 ext     22   47 
Pit of unknown use to 
SW side of F.28 and S of 
cist 
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10.188 Grey sandy silt with charcoal 
flecks; fill of pit Deposit 10.187   10.36 10.187 8 ext     22   47 Fill of pit 

10.189 Black silty soil with charcoal 
fragments Deposit     10.155 10.190 10   209, 

219     -   

10.190 White-grey sand   Deposit     10.189 10.191 10   219     - Like C.10.37, C.10.13 

10.191 

Brown-black-grey sand; 
vegetation/ground surface 
remains under and mixed w/ 
white sand 

Deposit     10.190 10.15 10         - Old ground surface, 
same as C.10.14 

10.192 

Dark brown silty soil w/ small 
stone fragments at base of 
outermost wall footing in T1 
ext 

Deposit     10.208 10.74 1 ext     21   - 

Base of wall core-
Overlying black silt and 
white sand deposits; 
preparation of ground 
for construction 

10.193 

Dark brown silty soil w/ 
charcoal and sandstone flecks, 
packed in and @ outer wall 
rebuilding and 'souterrain' 
passage 

Deposit     10.129 10.15 1 ext         - Part of outer wall 
rebuilding / extending 

10.194 E-ward heading cut through 
natural in T9 Cut   10.86

? 10.52 10.15 9       36 16 
Another ditch/passage 
cut extending S from 
F.16-not investigated 

10.195 

Light-mid brown silt with fire-
cracked cobbles, charcoal- 
flecked sand, small animal 
bone fragments 

Deposit 10.182   10.183 10.182 1         46 Lower fill of ditch cut 

10.196 Loose mid brown soily silt 
with small stones Deposit 10.113   10.118 10.197 2/8 ext     23   28 Upper backfill layer in 

ditch 

10.197 Compact, grey clayey silt Deposit 10.113   10.196 10.198 2/8 ext     23   28 Earlier sealing layer in 
ditch? 

10.198 Clean pale brown silty sand Deposit 10.113   10.197 10.199 2/8 ext     23   28 Silting in ditch 

10.199 Thin layers of pale 
brown/yellow sandy silt Deposit 10.113   10.198 10.25, 

10.113 2/8 ext     23   28 Basal silting in ditch 

10.200 Pink, gritty clayey  ashy sand Deposit 10.57   10.26 10.201 2/8 ext     22   38 Upper fill of ditch 
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10.201 Loose grey stony silt with 
charcoal flecks Deposit 10.57   10.45, 

10.200 
10.202, 
10.25 2/8 ext     22   38 Fill of ditch 

10.202 Loose pale orange sand   Deposit 10.57   10.201 10.25, 
10.57 2/8 ext     22   38 Redeposited natural, 

basal fill of Cut 10.57 

10.203 S-ward heading cut through 
natural in T9 Cut   ? 10.98 10.15 9       36 16 

Another ditch/passage 
cut extending S from 
F.16-not investigated 

10.204 
Outer face of walling between 
outermost walling [10.24] and 
[0459] wall in Trench 2 

Structure     10.29   2         69 Face of outer walling in 
T2, same as C.30 

10.205 Dark brown organic layer Deposit     10.130 10.154 10         6   

10.206 

Mid brown sandy soil w/ 
minor charcoal fleck, angular 
small stones and numerous 
roots 

Deposit     0421 10.15 1         - 
Redeposited fill during 
rebuilding of walling 
over F.16 lintels 

10.207 

Black silty soil filling apparent 
cut through white sand, 
exposed in T1 section through 
I-M gallery no.1 passage and 
F.48 

Deposit     10.186 not 
excavated 1         - Similar to black surface 

C.10.74 

10.208 Large stones and slabs, and 
mid-dark brown gritty soil Deposit     0817 10.192 1         - Forms structural base to 

outer outer wall [0817] 

10.209 Outermost wall alignment in 
T4-large boulders/stones Structure     0401, 

0422 10.74 4         36? Outer outer wall 

10.210 
Alignment of 5 sandstone 
slabs lying against inner face 
of inner wall in courtyard 

Structure     0401   4         56 Prepared group of slabs, 
abandoned before use 

10.211 

Small sandstone slabs set into 
compact pale pink-light brown 
gritty clay surface (context 
10.60) in NE end of I-M gal #3 

Deposit     
204, 

0822, 
0831 

- 2 I-m gal 
no.3         72 

Possible hearth or work 
setting at NE end of 
intramural gallery no.3 

10.212 
Steep-sided cut for pit, flat-
based; 50cm wide by 30cm 
deep; cut into natural 

Cut   10.213 10.213 10.25 8 ext     22   75 Pit of unknown use to SE 
side of F.38 

10.213 
Grey sandy silt with charcoal 
flecks and charcoal-rich base; 
fill of pit 

Deposit 10.212   10.36 10.212 8 ext     22   75 Fill of pit 
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Appendix 3  

Applecross Broch List of Finds, 2006-2010 
 

Find No. Context 
No. Notes on context Materials Trench / Quad Description and Notes Approx. Dating Initials Date 

APL06        

SF0601 8 Topsoil below turf Bone T2 Bone fragment Unknown - 2006 

SF0602 21 Outer broch wall core Bone or 
tusk T2 Possible boar tusk Unknown - 2006 

SF0603 2 Turf/topsoil Slag T2 x 4 fragments of slag Unknown - 2006 

SF0604 16 Inner broch wall core Ceramic / 
slag T2 SF0604a : x 2 fragments of a rim sherd;   SF0604b : 

one tap slag fragment IA - 2006 

SF0607 17 
Transitional deposit between topsoil 
and organic-rich context at centre of 
broch (C.12/13) 

Stone T2 Whetstone fragment Unknown - 2006 

SF0609 4 Topsoil below turf Stone T1 Hammerstone Unknown - 2006 

SF0610 99 Spoil Stone - Pebble; evidence of manganese staining; possible 
charm Unknown - 2006 

SF0611 11 Rubble from Post Medieval boundary 
wall Lithic T1 Possible flint core Unknown - 2006 

SF0612 8 Topsoil below turf Cu Alloy T2 Cu alloy pince-nez case C18 - C20 - 2006 
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Find No. Context 
No. Notes on context Materials Trench / Quad Description and Notes Approx. Dating Initials Date 

SF0613 13 
Dark brown-black, very sticky soil w/ 
stone/cobbles at centre of broch-
redeposited occupation material 

Ceramic T2 Body sherd Unknown - 2006 

SF0617 4 Topsoil below turf Cu Alloy / 
Ag T1 Coin, George III 'Bullhead' ?penny 1819 - 2006 

SF0618 7 Redeposited topsoil over Time Team 
T3 tarpaulin Stone T2 Whetstone fragment Unknown - 2006 

SF0620 13 
Dark brown-black, very sticky soil w/ 
stone/cobbles at centre of broch-
redeposited occupation material 

Bone / 
Teeth T2 Bone and teeth fragments Unknown - 2006 

SF0621 8 Topsoil below turf Stone T2 Hammerstone Unknown - 2006 

SF0622 17 
Transitional deposit between topsoil 
and organic-rich context at centre of 
broch (C.12/13) 

Ceramic T2 Body sherd; burning residue evident Unknown - 2006 

SF0624 8 Topsoil below turf Stone T2 x 2 fragments of quernstone Unknown - 2006 

SF0625 13 
Dark brown-black, very sticky soil w/ 
stone/cobbles at centre of broch-
redeposited occupation material 

Ceramic T2 Rim sherd Unknown - 2006 

SF0626 2 Turf/topsoil Fe Slag T2 Fe slag fragment Unknown - 2006 

SF0627 40 

Dark brown-grey sandy soil w/ 
charcoal/ shell frags-transition 
between topsoil and organic-rich 
context 24; redeposited occupation 
material 

Clay T1 Clay; fired; possible kiln / furnace material Unknown - 2006 

SF0629 17 
Transitional deposit between topsoil 
and organic-rich context at centre of 
broch (C.12/13) 

Slag T2 Tap slag fragment Unknown - 2006 

SF0630 8 Topsoil below turf Ceramic T2 Body sherd Unknown - 2006 
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Find No. Context 
No. Notes on context Materials Trench / Quad Description and Notes Approx. Dating Initials Date 

SF0631 40 

Dark brown-grey sandy soil w/ 
charcoal/ shell frags-transition 
between topsoil and organic-rich 
context 24; redeposited occupation 
material 

Slag T1 Tap slag fragment Unknown - 2006 

SF0632 32 Outer broch wall core Fe T1 One Fe spring; one Fe nail C19 - C20 - 2006 

SF0633 4 Topsoil below turf Antler T1 Antler toggle Unknown - 2006 

SF0634 4 Topsoil below turf Bone T1 Bone fragment Unknown - 2006 

SF0635 2 Turf/topsoil Clay T2 Fragment of terracotta drainage pipe C19 - C20 - 2006 

SF0636 16 Inner broch wall core Limestone T2 Fragment of limestone Unknown - 2006 

SF0637 16 Inner broch wall core Slag T2 Fragment of slag Unknown - 2006 

SF0639 17 
Transitional deposit between topsoil 
and organic-rich context at centre of 
broch (C.12/13) 

Bone T2 Fragments of bone Unknown - 2006 

SF0642 17 
Transitional deposit between topsoil 
and organic-rich context at centre of 
broch (C.12/13) 

Stone T2 Spindle whorl Unknown - 2006 

SF0643 8 Topsoil below turf Stone T2 Pebble; possible charm Unknown - 2006 

SF0645 41 Dark brown-black silty soil w/ 
charcoal frags, along SE T2 boundary Clay T2 Fragments of fired clay (mislabelled debitage) Unknown - 2006 

SF0647 29 Rubble/soil under topsoil Slag T2 Fragment of slag Unknown - 2006 

SF0687 13 
Dark brown-black, very sticky soil w/ 
stone/cobbles at centre of broch-
redeposited occupation material 

Ceramic T2 Body sherd Unknown - 2006 
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Find No. Context 
No. Notes on context Materials Trench / Quad Description and Notes Approx. Dating Initials Date 

SF06102 13 
Dark brown-black, very sticky soil w/ 
stone/cobbles at centre of broch-
redeposited occupation material 

Ceramic T2 Body sherd; burning residue evident Unknown - 2006 

SF06108 13 
Dark brown-black, very sticky soil w/ 
stone/cobbles at centre of broch-
redeposited occupation material 

Ceramic T2 Body sherd Unknown - 2006 

SF06109 13 
Dark brown-black, very sticky soil w/ 
stone/cobbles at centre of broch-
redeposited occupation material 

Bone T2 Fragment of modified, burnt bone Unknown - 2006 

SF06110 13 
Dark brown-black, very sticky soil w/ 
stone/cobbles at centre of broch-
redeposited occupation material 

Stone T2 Pebble; possible charm Unknown - 2006 

SF06112 13 
Dark brown-black, very sticky soil w/ 
stone/cobbles at centre of broch-
redeposited occupation material 

Ceramic T2 Body sherd Unknown - 2006 

SF06113 13 
Dark brown-black, very sticky soil w/ 
stone/cobbles at centre of broch-
redeposited occupation material 

Slag T2 Fragment of slag Unknown - 2006 

SF06114 13 
Dark brown-black, very sticky soil w/ 
stone/cobbles at centre of broch-
redeposited occupation material 

Ceramic T2 Body sherd Unknown - 2006 

SF06127 13 
Dark brown-black, very sticky soil w/ 
stone/cobbles at centre of broch-
redeposited occupation material 

Bone T2 Fragment of bone Unknown - 2006 

SF06132 13 
Dark brown-black, very sticky soil w/ 
stone/cobbles at centre of broch-
redeposited occupation material 

Ceramic T2 x 2 body sherds Unknown - 2006 

SF06135 17 
Transitional deposit between topsoil 
and organic-rich context at centre of 
broch (C.12/13) 

Bone T2 Bone fragments Unknown - 2006 
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Find No. Context No. Notes on 
context Materials Trench / Quad Description 

and Notes 
Approx. 
Dating Initials 

APL07        

Unreg. 236 Topsoil overlying broch entrance Stone T2 N extension Quern fragment: Rotary bun wheel Unknown - 2007 

Unreg. 236 Topsoil overlying broch entrance Stone T2 N extension Quern fragment: Rotary upper wheel; micaceous Unknown - 2007 

Unreg. 239 

Redeposited soil and occupation 
material within broch entrance – 
mainly mid-dark brown soil with 
small loose stones 

Stone T2 E extension x 3 carved sandstone fragments; elements of 
composite slab Unknown - 2007 

SF0702b 200 Rubble fill in courtyard Ceramic T2 4 x everted rim sherds Unknown - 2007 

SF0705 226 Mixed redeposited topsoil overlying 
souterrain passage lintels Slag T2 W ext x 2 fragments of slag Unknown - 2007 

SF0706 226 Mixed redeposited topsoil overlying 
souterrain passage lintels Bone T2 W ext x 13 fragments of bone Unknown - 2007 

SF0708 226 Mixed redeposited topsoil overlying 
souterrain passage lintels Rubber T2 W ext Rubber bottle stopper C20 - 2007 

SF0711 Unknown   Bone Unknown Bone Unknown - 2007 

SF0714 206 
Black soily silt occupation material 
surrounding hearth settings (C.0447 
and C.0448) in courtyard 

Slag T2 Fragment of bloom slag Unknown - 2007 

SF0715 308 Black lightly compact sandy soil in NE 
corner of trench under topsoil Cu Alloy T3 Cu alloy buttons (x 9), made by J. Mackenzie of 

Dingwall, C19 C19 - 2007 

SF0748 134 Soil and rubble in intramural gallery 
no.1 Lithic T1 Flint debitage Unknown - 2007 

SF0749 204 
Mid-dark brown soil and rubble in 
intramural gallery no.3, overlying 
floor of passage 

Clay T2 x 2 fragments of clay (fired); 32g Unknown - 2007 
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Find No. Context 
No. Notes on context Materials Trench / Quad Description and Notes Approx. Dating Initials Date 

SF0750 102 Deposit of soil and crushed shell Ceramic T1 Fragment of pot base Unknown - 2007 

SF0752 133 Brown rubble soil overlying 
outermost wall face Tooth T1 Tooth Unknown - 2007 

SF0753 133 Brown rubble soil overlying 
outermost wall face Stone T1 Pebble; possible charm Unknown - 2007 

SF0754 117 Broch rubble and soil fill in centre of 
broch Slate T1 Slate stylus C18 - C20 - 2007 

SF0756 121 
Possible surface or redeposited 
occupation material in centre of 
broch 

Antler T1 Antler toggle Unknown - 2007 

SF0757 200 Rubble fill in courtyard Slag T2 Tap slag fragment Unknown - 2007 

SF0758 240 Rubble and topsoil overlying broch 
entrance E wall Antler T2 Antler toggle Unknown - 2007 

SF0760 101 Broch rubble   Clay T1 x 2 fragments of fired clay Unknown - 2007 

SF0762 105 Sticky mid-dark brown soil below 
C.101 in      intramural gallery no.1 Ceramic T1 Body sherd Unknown - 2007 

SF0763 107 
Lightly compact dark brown gritty 
soil under C.101 in intramural gallery 
no.1 

Bone T1 Bone Unknown - 2007 

SF0764 306 Black, light compact sandy soil with 
charcoal, fill of cut (310) in Trench 3 Stone T3 Spindle whorl; decorated with dot incisions Unknown - 2007 

SF0765 247 Pocket of grey clay within fill of broch 
entrance Glass T2 Rose-coloured glass fragment; possible vessel glass Unknown - 2007 

SF0766 133 Brown rubble soil overlying 
outermost wall face Bone T1 Bone Unknown - 2007 
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Find No. Context 
No. Notes on context Materials Trench / Quad Description and Notes Approx. Dating Initials Date 

SF0767 202 Dark brown soil with stone flakes, 
upper fill in broch entrance Antler T2 Antler toggle Unknown - 2007 

SF0768 133 Brown rubble soil overlying 
outermost wall face Fe T1 Fe nail Unknown - 2007 

SF0770 105 Sticky mid-dark brown soil below 
C.101 in      intramural gallery no.1 

Antler / 
Ceramic T1 SF0770a-antler toggle; SF0770b- decorated rim sherd Unknown - 2007 

SF0771 100 Dark brown sticky soil at centre of 
broch-occupation material Antler T1 Antler toggle Unknown - 2007 

SF0773 135 
Grey, hard compacted clayey stony 
soil in intramural gallery no.1 (part of 
surface?) 

Lithic T1 Flint flake   Unknown - 2007 

SF0774 135 
Grey, hard compacted clayey stony 
soil in intramural gallery no.1 (part of 
surface?) 

Lithic T1 Flint flakes, debitage Unknown - 2007 

SF0775 208 Dark brown stony soil overlying outer 
wall in SE corner of T2 Bone T2 x 5 fragments of butchered bone Unknown - 2007 

SF0776 248 
Dark and mid brown soil and 
stones/rubble outside E end of broch 
entrance 

Slag T2 Fragment of slag Unknown - 2007 

SF0777 131 Rubble and soil fill in courtyard Tooth T1 Tooth; ?pig Unknown - 2007 

SF0778 239 

Redeposited soil and occupation 
material within broch entrance – 
mainly mid-dark brown soil with 
small loose stones 

Teeth / 
Bone T2 Teeth and bone Unknown - 2007 

SF0779 200 Rubble fill in courtyard Ceramic T2  x 14 fragments of possible pot base; thumbprint 
decoration IA - 2007 

SF0780 239 

Redeposited soil and occupation 
material within broch entrance – 
mainly mid-dark brown soil with 
small loose stones 

Slag T2 Fragments of slag Unknown - 2007 
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Find No. Context 
No. Notes on context Materials Trench / Quad Description and Notes Approx. Dating Initials Date 

SF0785 239 

Redeposited soil and occupation 
material within broch entrance – 
mainly mid-dark brown soil with 
small loose stones 

Stone T2 Whetstone Unknown - 2007 

SF0786 205 Dark brown charcoal-rich soil near 
hearth setting in centre of broch Tooth T2 Sheep tooth Unknown - 2007 

SF0788 Unknown   Bone Unknown   Unknown - 2007 

SF0789 200 Rubble fill in courtyard Ceramic T2 x 4 body sherds Unknown - 2007 

SF0790 200 Rubble fill in courtyard Ceramic T2 x 2 body sherds Unknown - 2007 

SF0791 206 
Black soily silt occupation material 
surrounding hearth settings (C.0447 
and C.0448) in courtyard 

Quartz T2 Quartz pebble; possible grinding tool Unknown - 2007 

SF0792 301 Topsoil Slag T3 Fragment of slag Unknown - 2007 

SF0793 206 
Black soily silt occupation material 
surrounding hearth settings (C.0447 
and C.0448) in courtyard 

Ceramic T2 Body sherd Unknown - 2007 

SF0794 301 Topsoil Fe T3 Ferrous fragment: possible spoon handle, oxidised Unknown - 2007 

SF0797 301 Topsoil Slag T3 Fragment of slag with charcoal inclusions Unknown - 2007 

SF0798 100 Dark brown sticky soil at centre of 
broch-occupation material Bone T1 Fragments of bone Unknown - 2007 

SF0799 239 

Redeposited soil and occupation 
material within broch entrance – 
mainly mid-dark brown soil with 
small loose stones 

Bone T2 Bone Unknown - 2007 

SF07100 244 Gritty brown/red clayey soil under 
redeposited fill in broch entrance 

Bone / 
Teeth T2 x 2 fragments of bone; one tooth fragment Unknown - 2007 
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Find No. Context 
No. Notes on context Materials Trench / Quad Description and Notes Approx. Dating Initials Date 

SF07101 204 
Mid-dark brown soil and rubble 
overlying floor of intramural gallery 
no.3 

Ceramic T2 Rim sherd Unknown - 2007 

SF07103 237 Rubble and topsoil   Stone T2 Whetstone Unknown - 2007 

SF07104 237 Rubble and topsoil   Stone T2 Fragment of hammerstone Unknown - 2007 

SF07105 229 Redeposited soil and stones inside 
souterrain passage Ceramic T2 Rim sherd Unknown - 2007 

SF07106 204 
Mid-dark brown soil and rubble 
overlying floor of intramural gallery 
no.3 

Slag T2 Fragments of slag Unknown - 2007 

SF07107 100 Dark brown sticky soil at centre of 
broch-occupation material Antler T1 Antler fragment; possibly worked Unknown - 2007 

SF07115 212 Redeposited occupation material and 
broch rubble Limestone T2 Limestone / calcite fragment; worked Unknown - 2007 

SF07120 245 Fill around paving slabs in broch 
entrance Tusk T2 Boar tusk Unknown - 2007 

SF07121 202 Dark brown soil with stone flakes, 
upper fill in broch entrance 

Tusk / 
Teeth T2 Tusk and teeth Unknown - 2007 

SF07123 121 Dark brown soily silt below C.120 and 
C.122 in centre of broch Ceramic T1 x 6 body sherds Unknown - 2007 

SF07124 202 Dark brown soil with stone flakes, 
upper fill in broch entrance Ceramic T2 Body sherd Unknown - 2007 

SF07125 306 Black lightly compact sandy soil filling 
Cut C.310 in trench 3 Slag T3 Fragments of slag Unknown - 2007 

SF07126 241 Black soil fill to W of E sill stone- 
lower fill in broch entrance Bone T2 Fragment of bone, butchered Unknown - 2007 
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Find No. Context 
No. Notes on context Materials Trench / Quad Description and Notes Approx. Dating Initials Date 

SF07128 241 Black soil fill to W of E sill stone- 
lower fill in broch entrance Slag T2 x 6 fragments of slag Unknown - 2007 

SF07129 241 Black soil fill to W of E sill stone- 
lower fill in broch entrance Slag T2 Fragments of slag Unknown - 2007 

SF07130 104 Redeposited occupation material in 
intramural gallery no.1 below topsoil Bone T1 Bone, rib, worked Unknown - 2007 

SF07133 200 Rubble fill in courtyard Bone T2 Fragment of bone, burnt Unknown - 2007 

SF07134 200 Rubble fill in courtyard Antler T2 Fragment of antler, worked Unknown - 2007 

SF07137 201 Dark brown sticky soil at centre of 
broch-occupation material Stone T2 Whetstone Unknown - 2007 

SF07138 201 Dark brown sticky soil at centre of 
broch-occupation material Stone T2 Whetstone Unknown - 2007 

SF07139 201 Dark brown sticky soil at centre of 
broch-occupation material Ceramic T2 x 3 rim sherds; x 2 body sherds Unknown - 2007 

SF07239 240/ 239 

Redeposited soil and occupation 
material within broch entrance – 
mainly mid-dark brown soil with 
small loose stones 

Antler / 
Stone T2 SF07239a-antler tine fragment (C.240); SF07239b-

spindle whorl (C.239) Unknown - 2007 

SF07243 Unknown Unknown Fe Unknown x 2 fragments of Fe nodules Unknown - 2007 

SF07244 239 

Same as Unreg find (see above): 
Redeposited soil and occupation 
material within broch entrance – 
mainly mid-dark brown soil with 
small loose stones 

Stone T2 E extension x 3 carved sandstone fragments; elements of 
composite slab Unknown - 2007 
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Find No. Context No. Notes on 
context Materials Trench / Quad Description 

and Notes 
Approx. 
Dating Initials 

APL08        

SF08141 0401 Topsoil and rubble between T1 and 
T4 Antler T1 Antler tine, worked Unknown - 2008 

SF08142 0401 Topsoil and rubble between T1 and 
T4 Antler T1 Annular, cored out section of antler; toggle / ring Unknown - 2008 

SF08143 0401 Topsoil and rubble between T2 and 
T4 Bone T2 x 2 fragments of butchered bone; one tooth 

fragment; 0.01g Unknown - 2008 

SF08144 0401 Topsoil and rubble between T2 and 
T4 Fe Slag T2 Nodule of slag; 1g Unknown - 2008 

SF08145 0401 Topsoil and rubble between T1 and 
T4 Stone T1 

x 4 polished stone tools: 145a--a polished stone pick 
/ axehead with evidence of wear at the axe / pick 
point, 210mm x 61mm x 26mm;   145b--a polished 
whetstone, 107mm x 48mm x 24mm;   145c--a 
polished stone polisher, 104mm x 59mm x 9mm;    
145d--a polished stone axe / adze with evidence of 
wear at the axe / adze point, 128mm x 32mm x 
36mm 

Unknown - 2008 

SF08146 0401 Topsoil and rubble between T2 and 
T4 Bone T2 Butchered, burnt bone fragment; 0.01g Unknown - 2008 

SF08147 Unstrat Unstrat Stone Unstrat Hammerstone Unknown - 2008 

SF08148 0401 Topsoil and rubble between T1 and 
T4 Antler T1 Annular, cored out section of antler; toggle / ring Unknown - 2008 

SF08149 0401 Topsoil and rubble in Trench 4 (T4) Stone T4 x 2 whetstone fragments, broken in situ Unknown - 2008 

SF08150 0401 Topsoil and rubble in Trench 4 (T4) Stone T4 Whetstone; recovered close to the intersection with 
Trench 2; 110mm x 43mm x 23mm Unknown - 2008 

SF08151 0401 Topsoil and rubble in Trench 4 (T4) Bone T4 Butchered sheep and cattle bone fragments; simple 
finds showing intrusions and redeposition; 800g Unknown - 2008 
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No. Notes on context Materials Trench / Quad Description and Notes Approx. Dating Initials Date 

SF08152 0401 Topsoil and rubble in Trench 4 (T4) Ceramic T4 x 14 sherds of C20 glazed stoneware; simple finds 
showing intrusions and redeposition C20 - 2008 

SF08153 0401 Topsoil and rubble in Trench 4 (T4) Ceramic T4 x 5 sherds of C20 glazed blue and white ware; simple 
finds showing intrusions and redeposition C20 - 2008 

SF08154 0401 Topsoil and rubble in Trench 4 (T4) Ceramic T4 C20 Glazed whiteware, eggcup fragment; simple find 
showing intrusions and redeposition C20 - 2008 

SF08155 0401 Topsoil and rubble in Trench 4 (T4) Antler T4 Annular, cored out section of antler; toggle / ring Unknown - 2008 

SF08156 0401 Topsoil and rubble in Trench 4 (T4) Glass T4 Green glass bead; wear evident at rim of perforations Unknown - 2008 

SF08157 0401 Topsoil and rubble in Trench 4 (T4) Bone T4 Butchered bone fragment; 0.01g Unknown - 2008 

SF08158 0401 Topsoil and rubble in Trench 4 (T4) Clay T4 Terracotta clay drainpipe fragment; simple find 
showing intrusions and redeposition C19 - C20 - 2008 

SF08159 0401 Topsoil and rubble in Trench 4 (T4) Glass T4 x 2 fragments of green, blown glass bottle; simple 
find showing intrusions and redeposition C20 - 2008 

SF08160 0401 Topsoil and rubble in Trench 4 (T4) Slate T4 x 2 fragments of a slate roof tile; simple find showing 
intrusions and redeposition C19 - C20 - 2008 

SF08161 0401 Topsoil and rubble in Trench 4 (T4) Ceramic T4 Coarseware body sherd; stone and grit inclusions; 
evidence of burnt residue on the surfaces IA - 2008 

SF08162 0401 Topsoil and rubble in Trench 4 (T4) Clay T4 x 4 fragments of fired clay; furnace lining Unknown - 2008 

SF08163 0401 Topsoil and rubble in Trench 4 (T4) Ceramic T4 Coarseware body sherd; stone and grit inclusions; 
evidence of burnt residue on the surfaces IA - 2008 
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SF08164 0401 Topsoil and rubble in Trench 4 (T4) Ceramic T4 
Coarseware everted rim sherd; stone and grit 
inclusions; evidence of a stab mark on the interior 
rim suggesting a band of decoration on this surface 

IA - 2008 

SF08165 0401 Topsoil and rubble in Trench 4 (T4) Ceramic T4 
Rough coarseware rim sherd, orange with grit and 
stone inclusions; corded decoration is evident at the 
carination 

IA - 2008 

SF08166 0401 Topsoil and rubble in Trench 4 (T4) Bone / 
Tooth T4 Butchered mandible fragment, teeth intact Unknown - 2008 

SF08167 0401 Topsoil and rubble in Trench 4 (T4) Fe Slag T4 Slag bulb with stone inclusions; 400g Unknown - 2008 

SF08168 0401 Topsoil and rubble in Trench 4 (T4) Stone T4 Polished stone polisher- in section: triangular; 90mm 
x 48mm x 33mm Unknown - 2008 

SF08169 0401 Topsoil and rubble in Trench 4 (T4) Glass T4 Green, blown glass bottleneck fragment; simple find 
showing intrusions and redeposition C19 - C20 - 2008 

SF08170 0401 Topsoil and rubble in Trench 4 (T4) Bone / 
Tooth T4 Butchered bone fragment and cattle teeth; 200g Unknown - 2008 

SF08171 0401 Topsoil and rubble in Trench 4 (T4) Bone T4 Butchered and burnt bone fragment; 0.01g Unknown - 2008 

SF08172 0401 Topsoil and rubble in Trench 4 (T4) Tooth T4 x 2 fragments of cattle or deer teeth; 0.02g Unknown - 2008 

SF08173 0401 Topsoil and rubble in Trench 4 (T4) Tooth T4 Boar incisor Unknown - 2008 

SF08174 0401 Topsoil and rubble in Trench 4 (T4) Bone / 
Tooth T4 Butchered bone fragment and x 2 fragments sheep 

teeth Unknown - 2008 

SF08175 0401 Topsoil and rubble in Trench 4 (T4) Bone T4 x 2 fragments of butchered femur Unknown - 2008 
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SF08176 0401 Topsoil and rubble in Trench 4 (T4) Bone T4 x 2 fragments of butchered femur and 1 knuckle 
fragment Unknown - 2008 

SF08177 0401 Topsoil and rubble in Trench 4 (T4) Tooth T4 x 2 fragments of cattle or deer teeth; 0.03g Unknown - 2008 

SF08178 0401 Topsoil and rubble in Trench 4 (T4) Stone T4 Shaped, concave, fire-damaged stone Unknown - 2008 

SF08179 0401 Topsoil and rubble in Trench 4 (T4) Stone T4 Pebble: possible polishing tool Unknown - 2008 

SF08180 0401 Topsoil and rubble in Trench 4 (T4) Bone T4 1 scapula fragment found in situ above an iron-pan 
stratum Unknown - 2008 

SF08181 0401 Topsoil and rubble in Trench 4 (T4) Bone T4 1 vertebrae, 1 butchered scapula fragment and x 2 
sheep / pig tooth fragments Unknown - 2008 

SF08182 0401 Topsoil and rubble in Trench 4 (T4) Ceramic T4 
1 everted rim, white stoneware, glazed; 1 white 
stoneware, glazed body sherd; simple finds showing 
intrusions and redeposition 

C19 - C20 - 2008 

SF08183 0467 
Redeposited fill of modern fence 
strainer posthole in courtyard near 
inner broch wall 

Stone T4 Hammerstone Unknown - 2008 

SF08184 0467 
Redeposited fill of modern fence 
strainer posthole in courtyard near 
inner broch wall 

Cu Alloy T4 Cu gun cartridge casing; simple find showing 
intrusions and redeposition C19 - 2008 

SF08185 0467 
Redeposited fill of modern fence 
strainer posthole in courtyard near 
inner broch wall 

Fe T4 Fencing wire and stone composite; simple find 
showing intrusions and redeposition C19 - C20 - 2008 

SF08186 0467 
Redeposited fill of modern fence 
strainer posthole in courtyard near 
inner broch wall 

Antler T4 Antler tine, worked Unknown - 2008 
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SF08187 0503 
Dark brown loam with charcoal and 
bone inclusions, primary redeposited 
soil in Trench 5 (T5) 

Shale T5 

Fragment of a shale bangle showing vertical 
fracturing;  working wear is visible on both the 
interior/exterior faces; vertical striations on the 
exterior surface are visible; in section, the fragment 
is ovoid, projected diameter = 80mm 

IA - 2008 

SF08188 0601 Topsoil in Trench 6 (T6) Stone T6 Stone adze / ard; 175mm x 95mm x 80mm Unknown - 2008 

SF08189 0501 Topsoil in Trench 5 Stone T5 Hammerstone; broken in situ Unknown - 2008 

SF08190 0601 Topsoil in Trench 6 (T6) Ceramic T6 
Rough tempered coarseware body sherd; stone, grit 
and shell inclusions; evidence of burning on the 
surfaces 

IA - 2008 

SF08191 0503 
Dark brown loam with charcoal and 
bone inclusions, primary redeposited 
soil in Trench 5 (T5) 

Stone T5 Quartz pebble Unknown - 2008 

SF08192 0503 
Dark brown loam with charcoal and 
bone inclusions, primary redeposited 
soil in Trench 5 (T5) 

Stone T5 
Smoothed, concave, dished, water washed cobble; 
the outer edge of the dished area appears to have 
been bevelled 

Unknown - 2008 

SF08193 0503 
Dark brown loam with charcoal and 
bone inclusions, primary redeposited 
soil in Trench 5 (T5) 

Stone T5 Rose quartz pebble: wear at one end; pitting filled 
with dark granular inclusions Unknown - 2008 

SF08194 0401 Topsoil and rubble in Trench 4 (T4) Stone T4 Polished stone hand axe / pick; evidence of wear at 
the point of the tool Unknown - 2008 

SF08195 0601 Topsoil in Trench 6 (T6) Stone T6 Smoothing stone; broken in situ Unknown - 2008 

SF08196 0605 Fill around upright slabs lining 
vertical cut, C.0604 Ceramic T6 8 x rough-tempered, abraded coarseware body 

sherds; poorly fired IA - 2008 

SF08197 0603 Dark brown sandy soil and stones, 
upper fill in vertical cut C.0604 Stone T6 Polishing tool Unknown - 2008 
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SF08198 0401 Topsoil and rubble in Trench 4 (T4) Chert T4 

Chert flake, or possible tool; one serrated edge and 
conchoidal pressure fracturing evident on the dorsal 
surface; this chert is identified with natural deposits 
found in Staffin 

Unknown - 2008 

SF08199 0613 Deposit of clay near rounded upright 
stone (C.0606) in vertical cut C.0604 Flint T6 Flint rough-out for a barbed and tanged arrowhead Unknown - 2008 

SF08200 0468 

Loose, black soil below upper 
redeposited contexts, located to N of 
inner wall passage to intramural 
gallery no.2; redeposited occupation 
material? 

Shell T4 x 2 fragments of scallop shell Unknown - 2008 

SF08201 0468 

Loose, black soil below upper 
redeposited contexts, located to N of 
inner wall passage to intramural 
gallery no.2; redeposited occupation 
material? 

Bone T4 x 2 bone fragments, including one knuckle joint Unknown - 2008 

SF08202 0469 
Dark brown stony soil under topsoil 
located south of S broch entrance 
wall  

Bone T4 
x 5 fragments of butchered bone fragments, 
including: one carnivore mandible, one fibula 
fragment and one scapula fragment 

Unknown - 2008 

SF08203 0412 
Mid-dark brown stony soil below 
topsoil, fill in inner wall passage to 
intramural gallery no.2 

Bone T4 x 4 butchered bone fragments Unknown - 2008 

SF08204 0412 
Mid-dark brown stony soil below 
topsoil, fill in inner wall passage to 
intramural gallery no.2 

Stone T4 Stone scraper tool Unknown - 2008 

SF08205 0401 Topsoil and rubble in Trench 4 (T4) Stone T4 Stone adze / ard; 145mm x 0.05mm x 34mm Unknown - 2008 

SF08206 Unstrat Unstrat Ceramic Unstrat 
Brown, glazed rough-tempered coarseware body 
sherd; with irregular lines on the surface infer a coil 
made pot 

Med - Early 
Modern - 2008 
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SF08207 0610 

Dark red-brown (burnt) compact 
ashy charcoal-rich sandy soil, 
possible metal-working residue 
below topsoil in T6 

Fe Slag / 
Stone T6 Fire-cracked stone with slag poured over it Unknown - 2008 

SF08208 0432 Dark brown-black soily silt around 
paving slabs in broch courtyard Ceramic T4 Rough-tempered coarseware body sherd, with grit 

and stone inclusions Unknown - 2008 

SF08209 0478 

Rich, black sandy soil w/ charcoal, 
deposit overlying paving stones 
leading from souterrain entrance 
passage 

Ceramic T7 

x 2 sherds: SF08209a--grey coarseware everted rim 
sherd, decorated on the exterior face with light 
impressions (possibly fingertip marks) at the base of 
the rim;   SF08209b--grey coarseware body sherd 
decorated with an incised arc traversed at one 
extreme by a perpendicular line with grit inclusions 

IA - 2008 

SF08210 0478 

Rich, black sandy soil w/ charcoal, 
deposit overlying paving stones 
leading from souterrain entrance 
passage 

Ceramic T7 
Grey coarseware body sherd; fine grit and shell 
inclusions; the exterior face of the sherd is decorated 
with an incised line 

IA - 2008 

SF08211 0478 

Rich, black sandy soil w/ charcoal, 
deposit overlying paving stones 
leading from souterrain entrance 
passage 

Ceramic T7 Abraded, rough-tempered coarseware body sherd 
with grit and stone inclusions IA - 2008 

SF08212 0478 

Rich, black sandy soil w/ charcoal, 
deposit overlying paving stones 
leading from souterrain entrance 
passage 

Ceramic T7 Rough-tempered coarseware body sherd with grit 
and stone inclusions IA - 2008 

SF08213 0478 

Rich, black sandy soil w/ charcoal, 
deposit overlying paving stones 
leading from souterrain entrance 
passage 

Ceramic T7 Rough-tempered, grey / brown coarseware body 
sherd; grit, glass and stone inclusions IA - 2008 

SF08214 Unstrat Unstrat Stone Unstrat Steatite spindle whorl; pecked, circular decoration on 
one surface; diameter = 36mm Unknown - 2008 

SF08215 0610 

Dark red-brown (burnt) compact 
ashy charcoal-rich sandy soil, 
possible metal-working residue 
below topsoil in Trench 6 

Stone T6 Polishing tool, polished; 65mm x 44mm x 15mm Unknown - 2008 
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SF08216 0432 Dark brown-black soily silt around 
paving slabs in broch courtyard 

Bone / 
tooth T4 

SF216a: x 10 fragments of burnt bone; SF216b: x 4 
Fragments of cattle or deer teeth;   SF216c : x 3 
fragments of sheep teeth 

Unknown - 2008 

SF08217 0476 
Dark brown silty soil, fill around 
paving stones outside of souterrain 
entrance passage 

Bone / 
hazelnut T7 

SF217a : one butchered vertebrae, one butchered 
metatarsal and one butchered bone fragment;   
SF217b x 2 fragments of burnt bone;   SF217c x 4 
fragments of burnt hazelnut shell 

Unknown - 2008 

SF08218 0401 Topsoil and rubble in Trench 4 (T4) Fe Slag T4 x 9 fragments of slag; 600g Unknown - 2008 

SF08219 0603 Dark brown sandy soil and stones, 
upper fill in vertical cut C.0604 Fe Slag T6 x 2 fragments of slag; 140g; found in a charcoal 

deposit in a posthole Unknown - 2008 

SF08220 0431 Mid brown stony soil and rubble in 
Trench 4 Stone T4 Polishing tool, polished; 0.9mm x 43mm x 34mm Unknown - 2008 

SF08221 0613 Deposit of clay near rounded upright 
stone (C.0606) in vertical cut C.0604 Stone T6 SF221a / SF221b : quartz pebbles; SF221c : one 

polished beach cobble Unknown - 2008 

SF08222 0613 Deposit of clay near rounded upright 
stone (C.0606) in vertical cut C.0604 Bone T6 x 5 fragments of burnt bone Unknown - 2008 

SF08223 0504 
Black, dry, crumbly soil with intense 
charcoal, burnt bone inclusions-
occupation material below C.0503 

Bone T5 SF223a : one fragment of burnt bone; SF223b : one 
butchered metatarsal Unknown - 2008 

SF08224 0501 Topsoil in Trench 5 Bone T5 x 6 fragments burnt bone Unknown - 2008 
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APL09        

SF09225 0801 Topsoil and rubble clean-back 

Fe, Stone, 
Clay (fired), 

Loam, 
Gravel 

T8 Furnace / kiln bowl base IA - Med NG 06.09.09 

SF09226 0810 

Possible re-deposited dark brown 
loam with root inclusions outside the 
outer wall of the souterrain / 
alternative entrance passage 

Ceramic T8 Body sherd, heavily abraded, evidence of burning on 
both faces IA MKP 08.09.09 

SF09227 0801 Topsoil and rubble clean-back Fe  T8 Fe fragment, decontextualised ?Modern CD 07.09.09 

SF09228 0815 Dark brown silty sandy loam; same as 
[0862] 

Clay 
(unfired) T1 Clay fragment (unfired), possible flooring / packing 

material Unknown GSW 09.09.09 

SF09229 0815 Dark brown silty sandy loam; same as 
[0862] 

Charcoal / 
Shale T1 Fragment of charcoal / shale Unknown NG 09.09.09 

SF09230 0801 Topsoil and rubble clean-back Pumice T8 Pumice fragment, possible polisher / burnisher; 
found in courtyard interior Unknown JG 09.09.09 

SF09231 0801 Topsoil and rubble clean-back Stone T8 Pebble (pink granite) tool, polisher/ rubber Unknown TW 09.09.09 

SF09232 0813 
Dark brown silty loam, fill of the 
rubble on NW side of [0424] (Broch 
outer wall) 

Ag and Cu 
Alloys T8 Coin, two shilling piece 1964 CD 09.09.09 

SF09233 0813 
Dark brown silty loam, fill of the 
rubble on NW side of [0424] (Broch 
outer wall) 

Shale T8 Two fragments of shale / lignite Unknown CJM 09.09.09 

SF09234 0815 Dark brown silty sandy loam; same as 
[0862] Stone T1 Cobble, round; evidence of burning Unknown NG 09.09.09 

SF09235 0813 
Dark brown silty loam, fill of the 
rubble on NW side of [0424] (Broch 
outer wall) 

?Jet T8 Jet bead, perforated (black); multi-faceted ?C19 - C20 CD 09.09.09 



Applecross Broch Community Archaeology Project 
Data Structure Report on the 2006-2010 Excavations 

 171

Find No. Context 
No. Notes on context Materials Trench / Quad Description and Notes Approx. Dating Initials Date 

SF09236 
0819 

(same as 
10.06) 

Mid-brown silty loam / sand mix with 
small stone inclusions; inner 
courtyard deposit layer 

Antler T8 

Antler comb end plate fragment with dot and ring 
decoration on both faces and dentations at the 
toothed end;  two of the teeth fragments were 
damaged upon recovery and are bagged with the 
main fragments 

7th - 9th 
Centuries AD MF 10.09.09 

SF09237 0815 Dark brown silty sandy loam; same as 
[0862] Slag T8 ?Tap slag fragment ?Medieval NG 10.09.09 

SF09238 0802 Dark brown sticky soil (possibly 
humic), centre of T8 Stone T8 Cobble hammerstone Unknown TW 10.09.09 

SF09239 0802 Dark brown sticky soil (possibly 
humic), centre of T8 Antler T8 Antler tine-cylindrical fragment, off-cut, sawn off; 

toggle-no decoration IA - Med MF 11.09.09 

SF09240 0830 Layer/ Deposit, underlying [0813]; 
not seen anywhere else Antler T8 

Antler tine - cylindrical fragment, off-cut, sawn off;  
toggle - no decoration, broken into 3 fragments, 
possible rough-out 

IA - Med CD 11.09.09 

SF09241 0829 Spoil re-deposited by the Overhead 
Line Post-hole trench cutting Stone T8 Composite tool, rubber / hammerstone; percussion 

marks at both ends Unknown JW 11.09.09 

SF09242 0829 Spoil re-deposited by the Overhead 
Line Post-hole trench cutting Stone T8 Hammerstone Unknown JW 11.09.09 

SF09243 0830 Layer/ Deposit, underlying [0813]; 
not seen anywhere else 

Fe Metal 
Working 
Debris 
(MWD) 

T8 Two fragments of a nodule of Fe ore / slag Unknown MM 11.09.09 

SF09244 0829 Spoil re-deposited by the Overhead 
Line Post-hole trench cutting Stone T8 Hammerstone Unknown JW 11.09.09 

SF09245 0829 Spoil re-deposited by the Overhead 
Line Post-hole trench cutting Antler T8 Antler tine, sawn off; there appear to be cross-marks 

incised along one face of the fragment, at intervals Unknown JW 11.09.09 

SF09246 0829 Spoil re-deposited by the Overhead 
Line Post-hole trench cutting Quartz T8 Hammerstone, percussion at pointed end Unknown JW 11.09.09 
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SF09247 0829 Spoil re-deposited by the Overhead 
Line Post-hole (OHLP) trench cutting Stone T9 Cobble hammerstone Unknown JW 11.09.09 

SF09248 0902 
Clay / Loamy Deposit; somewhat 
scattered below the slabs at the 
outer broch wall 

Stone T9 Fragment of the upper wheel of a rotary quern IA+ AJG 11.09.09 

SF09249 0830 Layer/ Deposit, underlying [0813]; 
not seen anywhere else Fe MWD T8 One large nodule of Fe slag (see SF243) and a chip of 

vitrified stone Unknown CD 12.09.09 

SF09250 0903 Dark Black Deposit, burning and ash 
inclusions; possible hearth remains Stone T9 Discoid sandstone fragment; possible pot Lid, 

recovered from possible hearth  Unknown SI 12.09.09 

SF09251 0833 Dark Black/ Brown Silty Loam, greasy 
consistency; fill of OHLP Trench Clay T8 Clay fragment, possibly moulded; red Unknown JW 12.09.09 

SF09252 0830 Layer/ Deposit, underlying [0813]; 
not seen anywhere else Quartz T8 Hammerstone; percussion at two points Unknown CD 12.09.09 

SF09254 0805 T8 Intramural Passage; part of a 
group with [0802] and [0804] Fe T8 Fe fragment Unknown SJW 13.09.09 

SF09255 0819 
Mid-brown silty loam / sand mix with 
small stone inclusions; inner 
courtyard deposit layer 

Ceramic T8 Body Sherd, abraded IA JD 13.09.09 

SF09256 0805 T8 Intramural Passage; part of a 
group with [0802] and [0804] Stone T8 Pebble, squared off; possible pot lid Unknown SW 13.09.09 

SF09257 0838 
Layer of dark black, charcoal rich soil, 
underlying [0835], on the NW side of 
[0424] (Broch Outer Wall) 

Fe MWD T8 Nodule of slag IA - Med NG / CD 13.09.09 

SF09258 0838 
Layer of dark black, charcoal rich soil, 
underlying [0835], on the NW side of 
[0424] (Broch Outer Wall) 

Fe MWD T8 Nodule of slag IA - Med NG / CD 13.09.09 
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SF09259 0811 

Rubble remains (appearance of 
slabbed surface) outside [0424] 
Broch Outer Wall, SW side of the 
Broch 

Flint / Chert T8 Flint / chert flake; possibly worked Unknown SW 14.09.09 

SF09260 0830 Layer/ Deposit, underlying [0813]; 
not seen anywhere else Fe Slag T8 Nodule of slag; irregular shaped, 80 x 100 x 30mm IA - Med NG 5.09.12 

SF09261 0813 
Dark brown silty loam, fill of the 
rubble on NW side of [0424] (Broch 
outer wall) 

Fe Slag T8 Nodule of slag, irregular shaped IA-Med AJG 15.09.12 

SF09262 0830 Layer/ Deposit, underlying [0813]; 
not seen anywhere else 

Fe / Bone / 
Stone T8 Ferrous bone / stone concretion Unknown AJG 15.09.12 

SF09263 0841 

Pale Brown Soil, with gritty gravel 
inclusions, lenses of darker, possibly 
charcoal rich material.  Under [0801] 
and overlaying [0844]; matrix of slabs 
[0816] and [0842]; possible hearth 
with peat ash - didn't develop 

Bone T8 

Possible fish vertebrae; 5mm x 7mm in section, 
length = 12mm;  groove incisions on front and 
reverse face with possible perforations alongside the 
line of the groove 

Unknown CD 16.09.09 

SF09264 0841 

Pale Brown Soil, with gritty gravel 
inclusions, lenses of darker, possibly 
charcoal rich material.  Under [0801] 
and overlaying [0844]; matrix of slabs 
[0816] and [0842]; possible hearth 
with peat ash - didn't develop 

Ceramic T8 Body sherd : dark orange with black inner fabric, 
evidence of burning; 35mm x 35mm x 7mm Unknown CD 16.09.09 

SF09265 0812 

Dark Brown / Black Sandy Loam; 
outside [0424], Broch Outer Wall, W 
side of broch; close to possible re-
used orthostat  

Quartz T8 Possible quartz pounder; possible signs of re-
working, 50mm x 35mm Unknown CD 16.09.09 

SF09266 0801 Topsoil and rubble clean-back Fe MWD T8 Nodule of Fe with concretions; 110mm x 80mm x 
50mm Unknown CD 17.09.09 
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SF09267 0844 

Dark Brown / Black Humic Material; a 
surface with shell, bone, root, 
charcoal and quartz chip inclusions, 
underlying [0841] and [0842], 
overlaying [0845];  within the 
intramural stair gallery, SW Broch; 
eventually interpreted as possible 
hearth material 

Ceramic T8 Body sherd, smooth and fine, one visible quartz 
inclusion; 20mm x 24mm x 4mm IA NG 17.09.09 

SF09268 0844 

Dark Brown / Black Humic Material; a 
surface with shell, bone, root, 
charcoal and quartz chip inclusions, 
underlying [0841] and [0842], 
overlaying [0845];  within the 
intramural stair gallery, SW Broch; 
eventually interpreted as possible 
hearth material 

Stone T8 Hammerstone or Anvil Unknown AJG 17.09.09 

SF09269 0844 

Dark Brown / Black Humic Material; a 
surface with shell, bone, root, 
charcoal and quartz chip inclusions, 
underlying [0841] and [0842], 
overlaying [0845];  within the 
intramural stair gallery, SW Broch; 
eventually interpreted as possible 
hearth material 

Ceramic T8 Body sherd IA AJG 17.09.09 

SF09270 0844 

Dark Brown / Black Humic Material; a 
surface with shell, bone, root, 
charcoal and quartz chip inclusions, 
underlying [0841] and [0842], 
overlaying [0845];  within the 
intramural stair gallery, SW Broch; 
eventually interpreted as possible 
hearth material 

Ceramic T8 Body sherd, very abraded IA NG 17.09.09 
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SF09271 0844 

Dark Brown / Black Humic Material; a 
surface with shell, bone, root, 
charcoal and quartz chip inclusions, 
underlying [0841] and [0842], 
overlaying [0845];  within the 
intramural stair gallery, SW Broch; 
eventually interpreted as possible 
hearth material 

Fe Slag T8 Slag fragment Unknown AMW 17.09.09 

SF09272 Null Null Null Null Null Null Null Null 

SF09273 0844 

Dark Brown / Black Humic Material; a 
surface with shell, bone, root, 
charcoal and quartz chip inclusions, 
underlying [0841] and [0842], 
overlaying [0845];  within the 
intramural stair gallery, SW Broch; 
eventually interpreted as possible 
hearth material 

?Seed Pod / 
Oyster Shell 
Remains 

T8 Not clearly identified Unknown AMW 18.09.09 

SF09274 0904 

Mid brown, silty loam with charcoal 
flecking and quartz, angular stone 
and land snail inclusions; matrix of 
[0905] 

Fe T9 Fe fragment Unknown SG 18.09.09 

SF09275 99 Spoil Stone Unstrat Hammerstone; percussion at two points and along 
one side Unknown SE 18.09.09 

SF09276 0905 
Lintel Slabs (one in situ, two 
collapsed and slanting); continuation 
of [0446] 

Stone T9 

Composite tool: anvil / hammerstone; sandstone 
discoid tool with central percussion; depressed at 
centre with percussion marks around the 
circumference 

Unknown SB 18.09.09 

SF09277 0844 

Dark Brown / Black Humic Material; a 
surface with shell, bone, root, 
charcoal and quartz chip inclusions, 
underlying [0841] and [0842], 
overlaying [0845];  within the 
intramural stair gallery, SW Broch; 
eventually interpreted as possible 
hearth material 

Cu Alloy T8 

Cu alloy object, possible pin; very degraded, almost 
all corrosion product (verdigris); length = 4.5cm;  this 
object was box excavated in order to maintain 
maximum integrity 

Unknown AMW 18.09.09 
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SF09278 0838 

Surface; layer of dark brown / black 
compacted soil; the matrix of 
boulders with intense charcoal 
inclusions, 500m NNW of the outer 
wall face; underlying [0835] 

Fe MWD, 
Stone T8 Two fragments of Fe stone, signs of vitrification Unknown CJM 18.09.09 

SF09279 0836 Backfill outside of broch to W side of 
souterrain passage 

Fe MWD, 
Stone T8 Fe slag and stone; clinker Unknown CD 17.09.09 

SF09280 0838 

Surface; Layer of Dark Brown / Black 
Compacted Soil; the matrix of 
boulders with intense charcoal 
inclusions, 500m NNW of the Outer 
Wall face; underlying [0835] 

Bone T8 Modified bone fragment Unknown SW 19.09.09 

SF09281 0844 

Dark Brown / Black Humic Material; a 
surface with shell, bone, root, 
charcoal and quartz chip inclusions, 
underlying [0841] and [0842], 
overlaying [0845];  within the 
intramural stair gallery, SW Broch; 
eventually interpreted as possible 
hearth material 

Stone T8 Polishing / smoothing stone; possible purposeful 
deposition Unknown NG 18.09.09 

SF09282 0844 

Dark Brown / Black Humic Material; a 
surface with shell, bone, root, 
charcoal and quartz chip inclusions, 
underlying [0841] and [0842], 
overlaying [0845];  within the 
intramural stair gallery, SW Broch; 
eventually interpreted as possible 
hearth material 

Stone T8 Pebble: smooth, polished; possible manganese 
staining; possible charm Unknown NG 18.09.09 

SF09283 99 Spoil Stone Unstrat Stone fragment, vitrified Unknown NG 18.09.09 

SF09284 0833 From fill of OHL pole which revealed 
sub-broch passage, Feature 39 Ceramic Unstrat Body sherd, greyware; crazed surface (poor firing); 

micaceous inclusions IA (Middle) NG 19.09.09 
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SF09285 0833 From fill of OHL pole which revealed 
sub-broch passage, Feature 39 Stone Unstrat Whetstone fragment; broken in situ Unknown NG 19.09.09 

SF09286 0844 

Dark Brown / Black Humic Material; a 
surface with shell, bone, root, 
charcoal and quartz chip inclusions, 
underlying [0841] and [0842], 
overlaying [0845];  within the 
intramural stair gallery, SW Broch; 
eventually interpreted as possible 
hearth material 

Stone T8 Pebble tool: pounder/whetstone       

Unreg. Unknown   Stone Unstrat Micaceous schist rotary quern fragment: upper 
wheel fragment; broken at central perforation ?IA NG 19.09.09 

APL10        

SF1001 99 Redeposited material, clean back Stone T1 Cobble hammerstone, percussion wear at both ends Undated NG 23.5.10 

SF1002 99 Redeposited material, clean back Ceramic T2  

Everted rim sherd, pinch/ coil production, burnished 
exterior with possible burning / plant residue 
evident, seed impressions and grass wipe marks 
evident, shape suggests a globular body shape; 
thickness = 15.38mm 

LIA JD 23.5.10 

SF1003 99 Redeposited material, clean back Antler T2  Beam section, sawn, possible ring/ toggle rough-out Undated JD 23.5.10 

SF1004 99 Redeposited material, clean back Bone T2  Cremated bone fragment Undated PD 23.5.10 

SF1005 99 Redeposited material, clean back Stone Broch entrance, 
N. Face 

Polished pebble/?burnishing stone, possible 
manganese staining on surface Undated NG 23.5.10 

SF1006 99 Redeposited material, clean back Stone T4 Cobble notched tool, ?axehead rough-out Undated SB 23.5.10 

SF1007a 99 Redeposited material, clean back Bone T4 ?pig rib, possibly butchered Undated SB 23.5.10 
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SF1007b 99 Redeposited material, clean back Tooth T4 Sheep tooth Undated SB 22.5.10 

SF1008 99 Redeposited material, clean back Bone T2  Cremated bone fragment Undated SF 22.5.10 

SF1009 99 Redeposited material, clean back Bone T4 ?sheep vertebrae Undated SB 22.5.10 

SF1010 99 Redeposited material, clean back Stone T4 Bevelled, polished sandstone slab 
fragment/?sharpening / polishing stone Undated SB 22.5.10 

SF1011 99 Redeposited material, clean back Slag T4 Fe clinker (?tap) Undated SB 23.11.10 

SF1012 10.05 Dark brown - black, bone and 
charcoal rich well humified soil Ceramic T4 

x 2 body sherds of medium brown ware, with failed 
joins and quartz, mica and stone inclusions; seed 
impressions on interior and grass wipe marks on 
exterior; possible burning residues on surfaces 

IA CD 1.6.10 

SF1013 10.06 

Dark brown - grey, well humified soil; 
redeposited context overlying post 
broch surfaces and structures, 
possibly the first deposition over this 
phase. 

Antler T8 
Toggle / ring formed from a beam or tine section, 
perforated; cancellous tissue cored out and worn at 
both ends 

Undated EH 1.6.10 

SF1014 10.06 

Dark brown - grey, well humified soil; 
redeposited context overlying post 
broch surfaces and structures, 
possibly the first deposition over this 
phase. 

Antler T8 
Toggle / ring formed from a beam or tine section, 
polished exterior, perforated; cancellous tissue cored 
out, both ends sawn, cut-mark evident on exterior 

Undated MKP 1.6.10 

SF1015 10.01 
Redeposited rubble and mid - dark 
brown soil overlaying IVO the 
courtyard area 

Bone T8 x 2 fragments of cremated bone, butchery marks 
evident Undated CM 1.6.10 

SF1016 10.01 
Redeposited rubble and mid - dark 
brown soil overlaying IVO the 
courtyard area 

Pumice T8 Fragment of igneous rock, ?unworked Undated CM 1.6.10 



Applecross Broch Community Archaeology Project 
Data Structure Report on the 2006-2010 Excavations 

 179

Find No. Context 
No. Notes on context Materials Trench / Quad Description and Notes Approx. Dating Initials Date 

SF1017 10.36 
Dark brown - black, silty soil with 
intense charcoal inclusions, at the 
NW side of the broch outer wall 

Ceramic T2 ext 1 x body sherd, very abraded, failed join visible, burnt 
residue on interior IA JD 6.6.10 

SF1018 10.01 
Redeposited rubble and mid - dark 
brown soil overlaying IVO the 
courtyard area 

Ceramic T8 

Non-everted rim sherd, fine mid-brown ware, join 
and seed impressions visible on interior, quartz, 
gravel and sand inclusions, possible residue evident 
on the interior close to the rim 

IA CM 1.6.10 

SF1019 10.03 Redeposited fill of OHPL post stay 
hole [10.04] Bone T2  x 4 fragments of butchered, possibly cremated bone, 

including 1 x knuckle fragment Undated NG 1.6.10 

SF1020 10.06 

Dark brown - grey, well humified soil; 
redeposited context overlying post 
broch surfaces and structures, 
possibly the first deposition over this 
phase. 

Stone T4 1 x hammerstone fragment, the percussed end is 
only partially intact Undated CD 1.6.10 

SF1021 10.06 

Dark brown - grey, well humified soil; 
redeposited context overlying post 
broch surfaces and structures, 
possibly the first deposition over this 
phase. 

Stone T2  Cobble tool; ?polishing / rubber stone Undated AM 1.6.10 

SF1022 10.06 

Dark brown - grey, well humified soil; 
redeposited context overlying post 
broch surfaces and structures, 
possibly the first deposition over this 
phase. 

Ceramic T4 1 x body sherd, abraded exterior IA JG 1.6.10 

SF1023 10.01 
Redeposited rubble and mid - dark 
brown soil overlaying IVO the 
courtyard area 

Ceramic T8 1 x body sherd, mid brown ware with quartz and 
shell inclusions and grass wiped exterior IA EH 1.6.10 

SF1024 10.01 
Redeposited rubble and mid - dark 
brown soil overlaying IVO the 
courtyard area 

Ceramic T1 
1 x body sherd, pale brown ware exterior, darker 
interior, failed joins, burning evidence and seed 
impressions visible 

IA EH 1.6.10 

SF1025 10.01 
Redeposited rubble and mid - dark 
brown soil overlaying IVO the 
courtyard area 

Clay T1 1 x fragment of fired clay Undated EH 1.6.10 
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SF1026 Unstrat Unstrat Bone Unstrat 1 x fragment of cremated, butchered bone; bi-
coloured Undated EW 1.6.10 

SF1027 10.01 
Redeposited rubble and mid - dark 
brown soil overlaying IVO the 
courtyard area 

Ceramic T4 1 x body sherd, pale orange ware with dark inner slip, 
failed joins and grass wipe marks visible IA CD 1.6.10 

SF1028 10.03 Redeposited fill of OHPL post stay 
hole [10.04] Bone T2  1 x modified bone fragment, shaped to a point; ?pin / 

awl rough-out Undated NG 1.6.10 

SF1029 10.01 
Redeposited rubble and mid - dark 
brown soil overlaying IVO the 
courtyard area 

Ceramic T2  1 x body sherd, mid brown ware, grass wiped 
exterior, with black inner slip IA SW 2.6.10 

SF1030 10.03 Redeposited fill of OHPL post stay 
hole [10.04] Stone T2  Pivot stone, redeposited ?IA NG 1.6.10 

SF1031 10.01 
Redeposited rubble and mid - dark 
brown soil overlaying IVO the 
courtyard area 

Antler T2  1 x antler beam section fragment, sawn at one end  Undated IM 1.6.10 

SF1032 10.01 
Redeposited rubble and mid - dark 
brown soil overlaying IVO the 
courtyard area 

Antler T2  1 x antler beam section fragment, sawn at thick end 
with charcoal adhesions Undated IM 1.6.10 

SF1033 10.03 Redeposited fill of OHPL post stay 
hole [10.04] Stone T2  1 x hammerstone fragment; broken in situ Undated NG 1.6.10 

SF1034 Unstrat Unstrat Stone Unstrat Polished pebble, ?burnishing or ?charm stone; no 
obvious staining Undated EW 2.6.10 

SF1035 10.01 
Redeposited rubble and mid - dark 
brown soil overlaying IVO the 
courtyard area 

Ceramic T2  
1 x body sherd, pale orange ware with seed 
impressions, failed joins and grass wipe marks visible, 
possible residue on the interior 

IA SEW 2.6.10 

SF1036 10.06 

Dark brown - grey, well humified soil; 
redeposited context overlying post 
broch surfaces and structures, 
possibly the first deposition over this 
phase. 

Ceramic T2  1 x body sherd, pale orange ware with failed join and 
possible residue on the interior IA SEW 2.6.10 

SF1037 Unstrat Unstrat Stone Unstrat 1 x fragment of possible polisher / rubber stone; 
highly polished Undated EW 2.6.10 

SF1038 10.01 
Redeposited rubble and mid - dark 
brown soil overlaying IVO the 
courtyard area 

Pumice T4 1 x fragment of faceted igneous rock, possible 
burnishing stone Undated JG 2.6.10 
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SF1039 10.01 
Redeposited rubble and mid - dark 
brown soil overlaying IVO the 
courtyard area 

Antler T2  1 x antler tine or beam section, sawn at one end, 
some cut marks visible on surface Undated SEW 2.6.10 

SF1040 10.01 
Redeposited rubble and mid - dark 
brown soil overlaying IVO the 
courtyard area 

Stone T2  1 x large flat edged slab fragment, with 'flaked' edge; 
possible hide scraper Undated SEW 2.6.10 

SF1041 10.03 Redeposited fill of OHPL post stay 
hole [10.04] Stone T2  Cobble tool; hammerstone, percussion marks at both 

ends Undated NG 2.6.10 

SF1042 10.08 Overburden, topsoil and redeposited 
soil overlaying T2 Extension Stone Broch outer 

wall 
Large dressed boulder, naturally dished with possibly 
worked bevelled edging; ?re-used mortar Undated CM 3.6.10 

SF1043 10.08 Overburden, topsoil and redeposited 
soil overlaying T2 Extension Fe / Stone Broch outer 

wall 
2 x fragments of conglomerated, possibly vitrified 
stone with tap slag nodule adhesions Undated SD 3.6.10 

SF1044 10.03 Redeposited fill of OHPL post stay 
hole [10.04] Stone T2  Polished stone, possible smoother / polisher or 

?strike-a-light Undated SEW 3.6.10 

SF1045 10.03 Redeposited fill of OHPL post stay 
hole [10.04] Stone T2  1 x whetstone fragment, broken in situ Undated SEW 3.6.10 

SF1046 10.08 Overburden, topsoil and redeposited 
soil overlaying T2 Extension Stone T2 Ext 1 x modified sandstone fragment; 'circular dressing' Undated CD 3.6.10 

SF1047 10.11 Overburden, overlaying T8 Extension Slag T8 Ext 1 x fragment of tap slag ?C16+ CD 3.6.10 

SF1048 10.03 Redeposited fill of OHPL post stay 
hole [10.04] Antler T2  Sawn antler tine section, no coring, some cut marks 

visible Undated NG 2.6.10 

SF1049 10.01 
Redeposited rubble and mid - dark 
brown soil overlaying IVO the 
courtyard area 

Antler T8 Sawn antler beam section, no coring, some cut marks 
visible Undated JG 2.6.10 

SF1050 10.11 Overburden, overlaying T8 Extension Stone T8 Ext 

Modified quartzite cobble, with one linear groove 
incised on each flat face (in transverse directions), 
percussion is visible on the 'side' edges creating a 
squared off appearance; possible strike-a-light 

Undated MKP 3.6.10 

SF1051 10.11 Overburden, overlaying T8 Extension Slag T8 Ext 2 x fragments of slag recovered in close association 
with SF1050 Undated MKP 3.6.10 



Applecross Broch Community Archaeology Project 
Data Structure Report on the 2006-2010 Excavations 

 182

Find No. Context 
No. Notes on context Materials Trench / Quad Description and Notes Approx. Dating Initials Date 

SF1052 10.11 Overburden, overlaying T8 Extension Stone T8 Ext 1 x fragment of possible composite cobble tool; 
whetstone / hammerstone, with polished surface Undated CD 3.6.10 

SF1053 10.11 Overburden, overlaying T8 Extension Stone T8 Ext Cobble hammerstone, percussion marks at both ends Undated CD 3.6.10 

SF1054 10.11 Overburden, overlaying T8 Extension Slag T8 Ext 1 x tap slag nodule, with possible stone 
conglomerate C16+ MKP 3.6.10 

SF1055 10.11 Overburden, overlaying T8 Extension Slag T8 Ext 1 x tap slag nodule C16+ AM 3.6.10 

SF1056 10.20 Black charcoal-rich sandy soil Stone T8 Ext Axehead rough-out, partially ground and heat 
damaged Undated MKP 3.6.10 

SF1057 10.20 Black charcoal-rich sandy soil Stone T8 Ext Cobble hammerstone, percussion marks at one end Undated IM 4.6.10 

SF1058 10.21 Dark brown - black silty loam with 
small stone inclusions, E of Feature 5 Pumice T8 1 x igneous rock fragment, no visible signs of working Undated SF 4.6.10 

SF1059 10.05 Dark brown - black, bone and 
charcoal rich well humified soil Ceramic T4 1 x body sherd, pale orange ware, grass wiped, with 

black interior IA NG 5.6.10 

SF1060 10.11 Overburden, overlaying T8 Extension Slag T8 Ext 1 x large fragment of Fe slag, recovered IVO 
souterrain Undated MKP 4.6.10 

SF1061 10.11 Overburden, overlaying T8 Extension Tooth T8 Ext 1 x large mammal tooth and 2 x smaller mammal 
teeth Undated DF 4.6.10 

SF1062 10.20 Black charcoal-rich sandy soil Slag T8 Ext 1 x large fragment of Fe slag Undated NG 4.6.10 

SF1063 10.20 Black charcoal-rich sandy soil Slag T8 Ext 1 x large fragment of tap slag C16+ NG 4.6.10 

SF1064 10.20 Black charcoal-rich sandy soil Cu Alloy T8 Ext 1 x 10mm Cu alloy foil fragment, 1 x small Cu alloy 
nodule and 3 x chips of Cu alloy material Undated CD 4 - 6.6.10 

SF1065 
10.20 

Black charcoal-rich sandy soil Clay T8 Ext 1 x small fragment of orange clay Undated JG 4.6.10 

SF1066 10.20 Black charcoal-rich sandy soil Slag T8 Ext 2 x slag fragments Undated NG 4.6.10 

SF1067 10.20 Black charcoal-rich sandy soil Stone T8 Ext Small cobble, smoothing stone Undated CD 4.6.10 

SF1068 10.26 
Black charcoal and Fe rich surface, 
possible iron working area floor 
surface 

Fe T8 Ext Fe object, possible implement Undated NG 4.6.10 
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SF1069 10.11 Overburden, overlaying T8 Extension Tooth T8 Ext 1 x small mammal tooth Undated SE 4.6.10 

SF1070 10.28 Black, silty loam at E extent of T2 
Bondage Slag T2 Ext 1 x small fragment of tap slag Undated JD 4.6.10 

SF1071 10.11 Overburden, overlaying T8 Extension Cu Alloy T8 Ext 
Cu alloy penannular object with overlapping, 
flattened terminals, D-shaped in section, corrosion 
product adhering 

Undated SW 4.6.10 

SF1072 10.26 
Black charcoal and Fe rich surface, 
possible iron working area floor 
surface 

Stone T8 Ext Whetstone Undated IM 4.6.10 

SF1073 10.26 
Black charcoal and Fe rich surface, 
possible iron working area floor 
surface 

Stone T8 Ext Modified stone, ?mould; recovered IVO souterrain Undated IM 4.6.10 

SF1074 10.20 Black charcoal-rich sandy soil Slag T8 Ext 1 x large slag fragment Undated NG 4.6.10 

SF1075 10.20 Black charcoal-rich sandy soil Clay T8 Ext 2 x fragments of fired, orange clay Undated JG 4.6.10 

SF1076 10.11 Overburden, overlaying T8 Extension Stone T8 Ext Cobble hammerstone Undated MKP 4.6.10 

SF1077 10.26 
Black charcoal and Fe rich surface, 
possible iron working area floor 
surface 

Stone T8 Ext Cobble smoothing / rubber stone Undated JG 4.6.10 

SF1078 10.27 
Deposits of tap slag over an area 
800mm in width, IVO wall face of 
Feature 4 

Slag T8 Ext 4 x fragments of slag Undated NG 4.6.10 

SF1079 10.27 
Deposits of tap slag over an area 
800mm in width, IVO wall face of 
Feature 4 

Fe T8 Ext Fe object Undated NG 4.6.10 

SF1080 10.27 
Deposits of tap slag over an area 
800mm in width, IVO wall face of 
Feature 4 

Slag T8 Ext Numerous fragments of slag material Undated NG 4.6.10 

SF1081 10.06 

Dark brown - grey, well humified soil; 
redeposited context overlying post 
broch surfaces and structures, 
possibly the first deposition over this 
phase. 

Clay T4 Fired clay and vitreous material conglomerate, 
possible furnace lining Undated NG 5.6.10 

SF1082 10.27 
Deposits of tap slag over an area 
800mm in width, IVO wall face of 
Feature 4 

Clay T8 Ext 8 x clay fragments Undated NG 4.6.10 
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SF1083 10.04 Cut for OHPL Post Stay Hole Stone T2 1 x fragment of sandstone slab, chipped / dressed Undated JD 5.6.10 

SF1084 10.05 Dark brown - black, bone and 
charcoal rich well humified soil Ceramic T4 Courtyard x 4 body sherds Undated MKW 5.6.10 

SF1085 10.06 

Dark brown - grey, well humified soil; 
redeposited context overlying post 
broch surfaces and structures, 
possibly the first deposition over this 
phase. 

Ceramic T4 x 2 undecorated body sherds, failed joins and 
adhering residue visible IA SB 5.6.10 

SF1086 10.11 Overburden, overlaying T8 Extension Clay T8 Ext Daub fragments Undated DF 5.6.10 

SF1087 10.06 

Dark brown - grey, well humified soil; 
redeposited context overlying post 
broch surfaces and structures, 
possibly the first deposition over this 
phase. 

Antler T4 Sawn / cut antler tine fragment Undated SB 5.6.10 

SF1088 10.06 

Dark brown - grey, well humified soil; 
redeposited context overlying post 
broch surfaces and structures, 
possibly the first deposition over this 
phase. 

Clay T4 Fired clay fragment Undated SB 5.6.10 

SF1089 10.06 

Dark brown - grey, well humified soil; 
redeposited context overlying post 
broch surfaces and structures, 
possibly the first deposition over this 
phase. 

Clay T4 
Tuyere fragment - recovered IVO the transition zone 
between the courtyard and the intramural stair 
gallery 

Undated SB 5.6.10 

SF1090 10.06 

Dark brown - grey, well humified soil; 
redeposited context overlying post 
broch surfaces and structures, 
possibly the first deposition over this 
phase. 

Stone T4 1 x whetstone fragment, broken in situ, evident 
polish on exterior Undated NG 5.6.10 

SF1091 10.06 

Dark brown - grey, well humified soil; 
redeposited context overlying post 
broch surfaces and structures, 
possibly the first deposition over this 
phase. 

Ceramic T4 1 x pot base fragment Undated SB 5.6.10 

SF1092 10.05 Dark brown - black, bone and 
charcoal rich well humified soil Antler T4 Fragments of burnt antler Undated MKW 5.6.10 
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SF1093 10.05 Dark brown - black, bone and 
charcoal rich well humified soil Clay T4 Fragments of fired / burnt clay Undated MKW 5.6.10 

SF1094 10.05 Dark brown - black, bone and 
charcoal rich well humified soil Ceramic T4 1 x body sherd, mid brown ware, very abraded IA MKW 5.6.10 

SF1095 10.05 Dark brown - black, bone and 
charcoal rich well humified soil Ceramic T4 1 x body sherd, orange-brown ware, very abraded IA MKW 5.6.10 

SF1096 10.06 

Dark brown - grey, well humified soil; 
redeposited context overlying post 
broch surfaces and structures, 
possibly the first deposition over this 
phase. 

Ceramic T4 2 x body sherds Undated JM 5.6.10 

SF1097 Unstrat Unstrat Stone Unstrat 1 x dressed sandstone fragment, possible pot lid Undated CM 5.6.10 

SF1098 10.38 Wall fill; T4 courtyard  secondary 
'wall' feature Stone T4 Dressed stone, 2 x polished facets Undated MKP 5.6.10 

SF1099 99 Redeposited material, clean back Stone Stray 1 x dressed and chipped sandstone fragment, 
possible pot lid Undated CM 5.6.10 

SF10100 Unstrat Unstrat Slag Unstrat 1 x tap slag fragment ?C16+ NG 23.5.10 

SF10101 10.06 

Dark brown - grey, well humified soil; 
redeposited context overlying post 
broch surfaces and structures, 
possibly the first deposition over this 
phase. 

Stone T4 Spindle whorl, recovered in courtyard area Undated JM 5.6.10 

SF10102 10.05 Dark brown - black, bone and 
charcoal rich well humified soil Ceramic T4 1 x body sherd, brown-orange ware, recovered from 

Feature 3 IA MKW 5.6.10 

SF10103 10.05 Dark brown - black, bone and 
charcoal rich well humified soil Bone T4 1 x fragment of modified bone, recovered from 

Feature 3 Undated MKW 5.6.10 

SF10104 10.05 Dark brown - black, bone and 
charcoal rich well humified soil Clay T4 1 x fired clay fragment, recovered from Feature 3 Undated MKW 5.6.10 

SF10105 10.05 Dark brown - black, bone and 
charcoal rich well humified soil Bone T4 Bone pin Undated MKW 5.6.10 

SF10106 10.40 Fe and Vitrified material rich deposit, 
fill of suboval cell [10.39], Feature 11 Slag T8 Ext Numerous fragments of slag material Undated MKP 5.6.10 

SF10107 10.42 Black, compacted deposit, spread of 
F.4 hearth material Ceramic T8 Ext 1 x body sherd, orange ware, black interior with grit 

and quartz inclusions IA AW 6.6.10 
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SF10108 10.27 
Deposits of tap slag over an area 
800mm in width, IVO wall face of 
Feature 4 

Slag 
N Exterior, 

outer broch 
wall sondage 

3 x tap slag fragments ?C16+ AM 4.6.10 

SF10109 10.01 Redeposited rubble and mid - dark 
brown soil Stone T4 Rotary quern upper wheel fragment, recovered IVO 

the broch outer wall, N, exterior face Undated MKP 4.6.10 

SF10110 10.01 Redeposited rubble and mid - dark 
brown soil Stone T2 Rotary quern lower wheel fragment, recovered in the 

ESE area of the inner courtyard Undated SEW 5.6.10 

SF10111 10.46 
Dark brown - black soil overlaying 
area of T4, S of T2, possible fill of 
hearth; Feature 27 

Ceramic T4 
1 x everted rim sherd and 1 x body sherd, both from 
a possibly globular shaped pot, mid-brown fabric, 
grass wiped, with no notable inclusions 

IA JM 6.6.10 

SF10112 10.06 

Dark brown - grey, well humified soil; 
redeposited context overlying post 
broch surfaces and structures, 
possibly the first deposition over this 
phase. 

Antler T8 Ctyd Antler plaque, perforated twice at either extent; 
possible mount Undated SF 6.6.10 

SF10113 10.42 Black, compacted deposit, spread of 
F.4 hearth material Clay T8 Ext 2 x fragments of fired / burnt clay Undated AW 6.6.10 

SF10114 10.36 
Dark brown - black silty loam, intense 
charcoal inclusions at the NW side of 
the broch outer wall 

Slag T2 ext 1 x nodule of slag Undated JD 6.6.10 

SF10115 10.36 
Dark brown - black silty loam, intense 
charcoal inclusions at the NW side of 
the broch outer wall 

Fe / Stone T2 Ext 15 x fragments of Fe and vitrified stone 
conglomerate Undated JD 6.6.10 

SF10116 10.36 
Dark brown - black silty loam, intense 
charcoal inclusions at the NW side of 
the broch outer wall 

Fe / Stone / 
Slag T2 Ext x 2 fragments of stone and slag concretions, possibly 

adhering to an Fe object Undated JD 6.6.10 

SF10117 10.36 
Dark brown - black silty loam, intense 
charcoal inclusions at the NW side of 
the broch outer wall 

FE / Stone / 
Slag T2 Ext 1 x fragment of stone and slag concretion, possibly 

adhering to an Fe object Undated JD 6.6.10 

SF10118 10.35 Overburden, NW of souterrain Slag T2 Ext 1g slag fragment Undated JDG 6.6.10 
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SF10119 10.06 

Dark brown - grey, well humified soil; 
redeposited context overlying post 
broch surfaces and structures, 
possibly the first deposition over this 
phase. 

Cu Alloy T2 Small rolled fragment of Cu alloy sheeting, with 
decorated border Undated SEW 6.6.10 

SF10120 10.06 

Dark brown - grey, well humified soil; 
redeposited context overlying post 
broch surfaces and structures, 
possibly the first deposition over this 
phase. 

Ceramic T4 1 x body sherd IA MKW 6.6.10 

SF10121 10.06 

Dark brown - grey, well humified soil; 
redeposited context overlying post 
broch surfaces and structures, 
possibly the first deposition over this 
phase. 

Clay T4 Fragments of burnt clay Undated MKW 6.6.10 

SF10122 10.06 

Dark brown - grey, well humified soil; 
redeposited context overlying post 
broch surfaces and structures, 
possibly the first deposition over this 
phase. 

Ceramic T4 1 x body sherd, brown-orange ware IA MKW 6.6.10 

SF10123 10.06 

Dark brown - grey, well humified soil; 
redeposited context overlying post 
broch surfaces and structures, 
possibly the first deposition over this 
phase. 

Pumice T4 1 x fragment of igneous rock Undated MKW 6.6.10 

SF10124 10.06 

Dark brown - grey, well humified soil; 
redeposited context overlying post 
broch surfaces and structures, 
possibly the first deposition over this 
phase. 

Ceramic T4 1 x body sherd, brown-orange ware IA MKW 6.6.10 

SF10125 10.06 

Dark brown - grey, well humified soil; 
redeposited context overlying post 
broch surfaces and structures, 
possibly the first deposition over this 
phase. 

Bone T4 Bone point Undated MKW 6.6.10 
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SF10126 10.06 

Dark brown - grey, well humified soil; 
redeposited context overlying post 
broch surfaces and structures, 
possibly the first deposition over this 
phase. 

Fe T4 2 x fragments of an Fe object, possibly a nail, broken 
in situ Undated MKW 6.6.10 

SF10127 10.42 Black, compacted deposit; 
occupation surface Slag T2 1 x large fragment of Fe slag Undated AW 6.6.10 

SF10128 10.06 

Dark brown - grey, well humified soil; 
redeposited context overlying post 
broch surfaces and structures, 
possibly the first deposition over this 
phase. 

Ceramic T4 1 x body sherd Undated MKW 6.6.10 

SF10129 10.06 

Dark brown - grey, well humified soil; 
redeposited context overlying post 
broch surfaces and structures, 
possibly the first deposition over this 
phase. 

Clay T4 Numerous fragments of burnt clay Undated MKW 6.6.10 

SF10130 10.06 

Dark brown - grey, well humified soil; 
redeposited context overlying post 
broch surfaces and structures, 
possibly the first deposition over this 
phase. 

Stone T2  Schist fragment, possibly worked, ?quern fragment Undated JMcK 6.6.10 

SF10131 10.36 
Dark brown - black silty loam, intense 
charcoal inclusions at the NW side of 
the broch outer wall 

Ceramic T2 Ext 1 x body sherd, orange-mid brown ware, black 
interior IA MKP 6.6.10 

SF10132 10.36 
Dark brown - black silty loam, intense 
charcoal inclusions at the NW side of 
the broch outer wall 

Clay T2 Ext 1 x fragment of fired clay (debitage) Undated MKP 6.6.10 

SF10133 10.11 Overburden, overlaying T8 Extension Slag T8 Ext 1 x large fragment of slag Undated CM 6.6.10 

SF10134 10.27 
Deposits of tap slag over an area 
800mm in width, IVO wall face of 
Feature 4 

Slag T8 Ext 1 x fragment of slag Undated CD 6.6.10 

SF10135 10.27 
Deposits of tap slag over an area 
800mm in width, IVO wall face of 
Feature 4 

Stone T8 Ext 1 x fragment of a cobble tool; ?smoother or ?polisher Undated CD 6.6.10 
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SF10136 10.01 
Redeposited rubble and mid - dark 
brown soil overlaying IVO the 
courtyard area 

Stone T2 Hammerstone Undated CD 7.6.10 

SF10137 10.35 Overburden, NW of souterrain Lithic T2 Ext 1 x worked flint Undated JDU 7.6.10 

SF10138 10.53 
Compacted, black silty deposit with 
charcoal and mixed sandstone 
flecking, S extent of site, IVO T9 

Cu Alloy T9 Ext Cu alloy? or ?nail, with possibly faceted pinhead Undated MKP 7.6.10 

SF10139 10.27 
Deposits of tap slag over an area 
800mm in width, IVO wall face of 
Feature 4 

Slag T8 Ext 4 x bags of slag deposits Undated SW 7.6.10 

SF10140 10.27 
Deposits of tap slag over an area 
800mm in width, IVO wall face of 
Feature 4 

Slag T8 Ext Slag and other vitrified material Undated SW 7.6.10 

SF10141 10.06 

Dark brown - grey, well humified soil; 
redeposited context overlying post 
broch surfaces and structures, 
possibly the first deposition over this 
phase. 

Antler T2 
2 x fragments of antler tine section formed into a 
?toggle, sawn off, cancellous tissue cored out, 
broken in situ 

Undated SB 7.6.10 

SF10142 10.48 

Black, charcoal rich soil associated 
with metal working area, fill of 
Feature 10; overlaying a possible 
cobbled work surface  

Slag T2 Ext 4 x fragments of Fe slag Undated JD 6.6.10 

SF10143 10.35 Overburden, NW of souterrain Slag T2 Ext 1 x fragment of Fe slag Undated SF 7.6.10 

SF10144 10.06 

Dark brown - grey, well humified soil; 
redeposited context overlying post 
broch surfaces and structures, 
possibly the first deposition over this 
phase. 

Stone T4 ?Hammerstone / ?whetstone Undated MKP 7.6.10 

SF10145 10.01 
Redeposited rubble and mid - dark 
brown soil overlaying IVO the 
courtyard area 

Antler T2 1 x antler tine fragment Undated SW 7.6.10 

SF10146 10.06 

Dark brown - grey, well humified soil; 
redeposited context overlying post 
broch surfaces and structures, 
possibly the first deposition over this 
phase. 

Ceramic T2 Ctyd 1 x body sherd black exterior, orange interior IA MKP 7.6.10 
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SF10147 10.06 

Dark brown - grey, well humified soil; 
redeposited context overlying post 
broch surfaces and structures, 
possibly the first deposition over this 
phase. 

Ceramic T2 Ctyd 1 x body sherd, brown ware IA MKP 7.6.10 

SF10148 10.36 
Dark brown - black silty loam, intense 
charcoal inclusions at the NW side of 
the broch outer wall 

Stone T2 Ext Whetstone Undated AW 7.6.10 

SF10149 10.01 - 
10.06 

Redeposited rubble and mid - dark 
brown soil overlaying IVO the 
courtyard area - Dark brown - grey, 
well humified soil; redeposited 
context overlying post broch surfaces 
and structures, possibly the first 
deposition over this phase. 

Stone T4 Ctyd Fragment of dressed stone, with one polished facet, 
possibly a fragment of SF1098 Undated MKP 7.6.10 

SF10150 10.26 Black charcoal and Fe rich surface, 
occupation surface Stone T8 Ext Degraded micaceous schist upper wheel of a rotary 

quern, diam = 360mm, depth of perforation = 55mm Undated NG 8.6.10 

SF10151 10.06 

Dark brown - grey, well humified soil; 
redeposited context overlying post 
broch surfaces and structures, 
possibly the first deposition over this 
phase. 

?Tusk / 
?Talon T2 Tusk or talon recovered from the intra-mural gallery 

no. 3 passage Undated JH 7.6.10 

SF10152 10.26 
Black charcoal and Fe rich surface, 
possible iron working area floor 
surface 

Ceramic T8 Ext 1 x rim sherd, black ware with grit inclusions IA NG 8.6.10 

SF10153 10.01 
Redeposited rubble and mid - dark 
brown soil overlaying IVO the 
courtyard area 

Slag T9 3 x fragments of Fe slag Undated CM 7.6.10 

SF10154 10.01 
Redeposited rubble and mid - dark 
brown soil overlaying IVO the 
courtyard area 

Tooth T9 Tooth Undated CM 7.6.10 

SF10155 10.01 
Redeposited rubble and mid - dark 
brown soil overlaying IVO the 
courtyard area 

Clay T9 1 x fragment of burnt clay Undated CM 7.6.10 

SF10156 10.01 
Redeposited rubble and mid - dark 
brown soil overlaying IVO the 
courtyard area 

Stone T9 2 x pebbles, possibly modified Undated MKP 7.6.10 
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SF10157 10.01 
Redeposited rubble and mid - dark 
brown soil overlaying IVO the 
courtyard area 

?Tusk / 
?Talon T9 Tusk or talon  Undated MKP 7.6.10 

SF10158         Unrecorded       

SF10159 10.06 

Dark brown - grey, well humified soil; 
redeposited context overlying post 
broch surfaces and structures, 
possibly the first deposition over this 
phase. 

Cu Alloy T4 Cu alloy ring-headed pin, shaft broken in situ; ring 
head diam = 10mm ?IA NG 8.6.10 

SF10160 10.06 

Dark brown - grey, well humified soil; 
redeposited context overlying post 
broch surfaces and structures, 
possibly the first deposition over this 
phase 

Ceramic T4 1 x body sherd, recovered with bone cache, Sample 
no. S1073 and SF10168* IA MKW 6.6.10 

SF10161 10.54 
Dark black - brown, well humified 
silty loam, matrix of a rubble, cobble 
surface in the courtyard area 

Fe T4 Ctyd Tanged dagger / knife; entire length = 181mm; tang 
length = 43mm, width = 11mm Undated PD 8.6.10 

SF10162 10.26 
Black charcoal and Fe rich surface, 
possible iron working area floor 
surface 

Ceramic T8 Ext 2 x body sherds, black exterior and oxide red interior IA CD 8.6.10 

SF10163 10.26 
Black charcoal and Fe rich surface, 
possible iron working area floor 
surface 

Slag /Stone T8 Ext Slag and other vitrified material, including partially 
vitrified stone Undated CD 8.6.10 

SF10164 10.05 Dark brown - black, bone and 
charcoal rich well humified soil Tusk T4 ?Boar tusk; length = 50mm Undated JH 8.6.10 

SF10165 10.06 - 
10.54 

Dark brown - grey, well humified soil; 
redeposited context overlying post 
broch surfaces and structures, 
possibly the first deposition over this 
phase - Dark black - brown, well 
humified silty loam, matrix of a 
rubble, cobble surface in the 
courtyard area 

Ceramic T1 - T4 Ctyd 1 x body sherd; orange on one face, black on the 
other IA MKP 8.6.10 
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SF10166 10.06 - 
10.54 

Dark brown - grey, well humified soil; 
redeposited context overlying post 
broch surfaces and structures, 
possibly the first deposition over this 
phase - Dark black - brown, well 
humified silty loam, matrix of a 
rubble, cobble surface in the 
courtyard area 

Fe T1 - T4 Ctyd Blade of Fe knife / dagger, very corroded; overall 
length = 154mm, width at hilt = 44mm Undated MKP 8.6.10 

SF10167 10.27 
Deposits of tap slag over an area 
800mm in width, IVO wall face of 
Feature 4 

Stone T8 Vitrified stone Undated SW 7.6.10 

SF10167* 10.52 Clay rich overburden in T9 Extension Stone T9 Ext ?Polishing stone Undated MKP 8.6.10 

SF10168 10.11 Overburden, overlaying T8 Extension Stone T8 Hammerstone Undated MW 8.6.10 

SF10168* 10.06 

Dark brown - grey, well humified soil; 
redeposited context overlying post 
broch surfaces and structures, 
possibly the first deposition over this 
phase 

Clay T4 Baked clay recovered with cache of bone, Sample No. 
S1073 and Small Find SF10160 Undated MKW 8.6.10 

SF10169 10.03 Redeposited fill of OHPL post stay 
hole [10.04] Ceramic T2  

1 x everted rim sherd from a possibly globular 
shaped pot, mid-brown interior fabric, with grit 
inclusions, black burnished ware exterior 

IA MM 8.6.10 

SF10170 10.53 
Compacted, black silty deposit with 
charcoal and mixed sandstone 
flecking, S extent of site, IVO T9 

Lithic T9 Worked flint recovered from a possibly unsecure 
context, found under trodden material Undated JDU 8.6.10 

SF10171 10.27 
Deposits of tap slag over an area 
800mm in width, IVO wall face of 
Feature 4 

Slag T8 Ext Numerous hammerscale fragments recovered from 
Feature 4 Undated NG 8.6.10 

SF10172 10.26 
Black charcoal and Fe rich surface, 
possible iron working area floor 
surface 

Clay T8 Ext 1 x fragment of fired clay (debitage) Undated CM 8.6.10 

SF10173 10.58 Upper surface of intramural gallery 
No. 1 at start of APL10 Ceramic T1 Ctyd 1 x body sherd, recovered IVO SF10177, SF10180 and 

SF10182 Undated JDU 9.6.10 

SF10174 10.53 
Compacted, black silty deposit with 
charcoal and mixed sandstone 
flecking, S extent of site, IVO T9 

Bone T9 1 x modified bone fragment, with one sawn end Undated JD 9.6.10 
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SF10175 10.06 

Dark brown - grey, well humified soil; 
redeposited context overlying post 
broch surfaces and structures, 
possibly the first deposition over this 
phase 

Tusk T1 Ctyd ?Boar tusk; length = 50mm Undated MKP 9.6.10 

SF10176 10.52 Clay rich overburden in T9 Extension Slag T9 Numerous small fragments of slag Undated CM 9.6.10 

SF10177 10.58 Upper surface of intramural gallery 
No. 1 at start of APL10 Clay T1 IM 

Fragment of fired clay, possibly ceramic, red fabric, 
recovered from the intramural gallery, IVO SF10173,  
SF10180 and SF10182 

Undated JDU 9.6.10 

SF10178 10.06 

Dark brown - grey, well humified soil; 
redeposited context overlying post 
broch surfaces and structures, 
possibly the first deposition over this 
phase 

Bone T4 - T1 Ctyd Cremated bone fragment, apparently modified Undated PD 9.6.10 

SF10179 10.06 

Dark brown - grey, well humified soil; 
redeposited context overlying post 
broch surfaces and structures, 
possibly the first deposition over this 
phase 

Stone T1 - T4 Ctyd Hammerstone, percussion at one end Undated MKP 9.6.10 

SF10180 10.58 Upper surface of intramural gallery 
No. 1 at start of APL10 Ceramic T1 IM 1 x body sherd, found in close association with 

SF10173, SF10177 and SF10182 Undated JDU 9.6.10 

SF10181 10.18 
Cache of limpet shells, part of 
midden [10.02], exposed in OHPL 
stay hole, IVO Feature 12 

Shell T2 Ctyd Collection of shells Undated MM 9.6.10 

SF10182 10.58 Upper surface of intramural gallery 
No. 1 at start of APL10 Ceramic T1 IM 1 x body sherd, found in close association with 

SF10173, SF10177 and SF10180 Undated JDU 9.6.10 

SF10183 10.06 

Dark brown - grey, well humified soil; 
redeposited context overlying post 
broch surfaces and structures, 
possibly the first deposition over this 
phase 

Shell T2 Collection of shells Undated JB 9.6.10 
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SF10184 10.27 
Deposits of tap slag over an area 
800mm in width, IVO wall face of 
Feature 4 

Slag T6 APL08 2 x fragments of Fe slag, recovered from Feature 4 Undated JB 8.6.10 

SF10185 10.27 
Deposits of tap slag over an area 
800mm in width, IVO wall face of 
Feature 4 

Clay T6 APL08 Numerous fragments of fired clay, recovered from 
Feature 4 Undated JB 8.6.10 

SF10186 10.18 
Cache of limpet shells, part of 
midden [10.02], exposed in OHPL 
stay hole, IVO Feature 12 

Clay T2 Ctyd Lump of clay Undated MM 9.6.10 

SF10187 10.63 Black soil deposit, fill of Feature 11 Slag T8 Ext 1 x fragment of slag Undated CM 9.6.10 

SF10188 10.36 
Dark brown - black silty loam, intense 
charcoal inclusions at the NW side of 
the broch outer wall 

Ceramic T2 Ext 1 x body sherd Undated GS 9.6.10 

SF10189 10.63 Black soil deposit, fill of Feature 11 Ceramic T8 Ext 

1 x decorated rim sherd, mid brown ware, dot and 
chevron decoration on carination and body, with grit 
inclusions; this fragment appears similar to the ?Dun 
Mor Vaul type 

MIA NG 9.6.10 

SF10190 10.58 Upper surface of intramural gallery 
No. 1 at start of APL10 Ceramic T1 1 x body sherd Undated KB 9.6.10 

SF10191 10.53 
Compacted, black silty deposit with 
charcoal and mixed sandstone 
flecking, S extent of site, IVO T9 

Clay T9 1 x white, fired clay, triangular in shape, appears 
worked Undated SEW 9.6.10 

SF10192 10.53 
Compacted, black silty deposit with 
charcoal and mixed sandstone 
flecking, S extent of site, IVO T9 

Fe T9 Fe object, very corroded, possible nail Undated SEW 9.6.10 

SF10193 10.60 Clay surface over E side of Intramural 
Gallery No. 3 Bone T2 Residue from bone working? Undated JMcK 9.6.10 

SF10194 10.36 
Dark brown - black silty loam, intense 
charcoal inclusions at the NW side of 
the broch outer wall 

Ceramic T2 Ext 2 x fragments of body sherds Undated GS 9.6.10 

SF10195 10.53 
Compacted, black silty deposit with 
charcoal and mixed sandstone 
flecking, S extent of site, IVO T9 

Slag T9 Slag Undated PJ 9.6.10 
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SF10196 10.18 
Cache of limpet shells, part of 
midden [10.02], exposed in OHPL 
stay hole, IVO Feature 12 

Stone T2 Whetstone / smoother Undated JDU 9.6.10 

SF10197 10.53 
Compacted, black silty deposit with 
charcoal and mixed sandstone 
flecking, S extent of site, IVO T9 

Clay T9 Fired clay Undated AJ 9.6.10 

SF10198 10.26 
Black charcoal and Fe rich surface, 
possible iron working area floor 
surface 

Stone T8 Ext Small round pebble, possible charm stone Undated NG 9.6.10 

SF10199 10.27 - 
10.26 

Deposits of tap slag over an area 
800mm in width, IVO wall face of 
Feature 4 - Black charcoal and Fe rich 
surface, possible iron working area 
floor surface 

Slag T8 Ext Numerous fragments of slag material Undated NG 9.6.10 

SF10200 10.58 Upper surface of intramural gallery 
No. 1 at start of APL10 Ceramic T1 Ext 1 x body sherd Undated JDU 9.6.10 

SF10201 10.58 Upper surface of intramural gallery 
No. 1 at start of APL10 Shell T1 IM Limpet Shell Undated JDU 9.6.10 

SF10202 10.58 Upper surface of intramural gallery 
No. 1 at start of APL10 Bone T1 IM 1 x fragment of cremated bone Undated JDU 9.6.10 

SF10203 10.58 Upper surface of intramural gallery 
No. 1 at start of APL10 Stone T1 IM Possible course stone tool Undated JDU 9.6.10 

SF10204 10.06 

Dark brown - grey, well humified soil; 
redeposited context overlying post 
broch surfaces and structures, 
possibly the first deposition over this 
phase 

Antler T1 Ctyd Burnt antler beam or tine section, appears sawn at 
one end Undated JH 10.6.10 

SF10205 10.35 Overburden, NW of souterrain Stone T2 Ext Rounded sandstone fragment, polished smooth and 
slightly dished on one side; possible mortar Undated JW 10.6.10 

SF10206 10.11 Overburden, overlaying T8 Extension Clay T8 Fired clay lumps Undated CM 9.6.10 

SF10207 10.62 
Mid - dark brown, silty soil with bone 
fragment inclusions and charcoal 
flecking; fill of Feature 12 

Bone T2 Bone fragments, ?modified Undated SEW 9.6.10 
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SF10208 10.18 
Cache of limpet shells, part of 
midden [10.02], exposed in OHPL 
stay hole, IVO Feature 12 

Bone T2 Bone fragments, ?modified Undated SEW 9.6.10 

SF10209 10.65 Black, clay and charcoal rich deposit; 
occupation layer in T1 Ctyd Ceramic T1 IM 1 x body sherd Undated AW 10.6.10 

SF10210 10.62 
Mid - dark brown, silty soil with bone 
fragment inclusions and charcoal 
flecking; fill of Feature 12 

Ceramic T2 Ctyd 1 x body sherd Undated MM 10.6.10 

SF10211 10.73 Fe rich deposit, fill of Feature 11 Fe T8 Ext Fe Object Undated NG 10.6.10 

SF10212 10.53 
Compacted, black silty deposit with 
charcoal and mixed sandstone 
flecking, S extent of site, IVO T9 

Fe T9 Fe Object Undated AJ 10.6.10 

SF10213 10.65 Black, clay and charcoal rich deposit; 
occupation layer in T1 Ctyd Ceramic T1 IM 1 x body sherd Undated AW 10.6.10 

SF10214 10.35 Overburden, NW of souterrain Lithic T2 Ext Worked  / burnt flint  Undated JW 10.6.10 

SF10215 10.65 Black, clay and charcoal rich deposit; 
occupation layer in T1 Ctyd Stone T1 IM Smoother / rubber Undated AW 10.6.10 

SF10216 10.26 
Black charcoal and Fe rich surface, 
possible iron working area floor 
surface 

Slag T8 Ext Fragments of slag and other vitrified material Undated JM 10.6.10 

SF10217 10.35 Overburden, NW of souterrain Clay T2 Ext 4 x fragments of fired clay Undated JW 10.6.10 

SF10218 10.35 Overburden, NW of souterrain Slag T2 Ext Fragments of slag and other vitrified material Undated JW 10.6.10 

SF10219 10.63 Black soil deposit, fill of Feature 11 Slag T8 Ext Numerous fragments of slag, recovered from Feature 
11 Undated NG 10.6.10 

SF10220 10.35 Overburden, NW of souterrain Stone T2 Ext 1 x fragment of a quernstone Undated JW 10.6.10 

SF10221 10.06 

Dark brown - grey, well humified soil; 
redeposited context overlying post 
broch surfaces and structures, 
possibly the first deposition over this 
phase 

Stone T1 Ctyd Hand tool Undated JMcK 10.06.10 
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SF10222 10.06 

Dark brown - grey, well humified soil; 
redeposited context overlying post 
broch surfaces and structures, 
possibly the first deposition over this 
phase 

Stone T1 Ctyd Hand tool Undated JMcK 10.6.10 

SF10223 10.60 Clay surface over E side of Intramural 
Gallery No. 3 Ceramic T2 Ctyd 1 x body sherd Undated JB 11.6.10 

SF10224 10.36 
Dark brown - black silty loam, intense 
charcoal inclusions at the NW side of 
the broch outer wall 

Fe Slag / 
Clay / Stone T2 - T8 Ext 3 x fragments of possible furnace base material, 

including two plano-convex cakes Undated JW 11.6.10 

SF10225 10.65 Black, clay and charcoal rich deposit; 
occupation layer in T1 Ctyd Tooth T1 IM Teeth Undated AW 10.6.10 

SF10226 10.58 Upper surface of intramural gallery 
No. 1 at start of APL10 Stone T1 Polished pebble, possible charm stone Undated IM 10.6.10 

SF10227 10.26 
Black charcoal and Fe rich surface, 
possible iron working area floor 
surface 

Stone T8 Cobble coarse tool fragment, broken in situ Undated SW 10.6.10 

SF10228 10.06 

Dark brown - grey, well humified soil; 
redeposited context overlying post 
broch surfaces and structures, 
possibly the first deposition over this 
phase 

Stone T1 Ctyd Coarse stone tool Undated JMcK 11.6.10 

SF10229 10.60 Clay surface over E side of Intra 
Mural Gallery No. 3 Ceramic T2 1 x body sherd, recovered from a charcoal rich lens Undated JW 11.6.10 

SF10230 10.01 
Redeposited rubble and mid - dark 
brown soil overlaying IVO the 
courtyard area 

Cu Alloy T2 Ctyd Button, stamped impression ?C19 JH 11.6.10 
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SF10231 10.01 - 
10.36 

Redeposited rubble and mid - dark 
brown soil overlaying IVO the 
courtyard area - Dark brown - grey, 
well humified soil; redeposited 
context overlying post broch surfaces 
and structures, possibly the first 
deposition over this phase - Dark 
brown - black silty loam, intense 
charcoal inclusions at the NW side of 
the broch outer wall 

Lithic T8 Ext 2 x flint flakes; debitage Undated SW 11.6.10 

SF10232 10.62 
Mid - dark brown, silty soil with bone 
fragment inclusions and charcoal 
flecking; fill of Feature 12 

Talon / 
Claw T2 Ctyd Talon or claw Undated MM 11.6.10 

SF10233 10.54 
Dark black - brown, well humified 
silty loam, matrix of a rubble, cobble 
surface in the courtyard area 

Ceramic T4 Ctyd 1 x body sherd, pale brown ware, with possible 
burning evidence, residues, gritty inclusions IA MKP 11.6.10 

SF10234 10.54 
Dark black - brown, well humified 
silty loam, matrix of a rubble, cobble 
surface in the courtyard area 

Ceramic T4 Ctyd 1 x body sherd, black fabric Undated MKP 11.6.10 

SF10235 10.01 - 
10.36 

Redeposited rubble and mid - dark 
brown soil overlaying IVO the 
courtyard area - Dark brown - grey, 
well humified soil; redeposited 
context overlying post broch surfaces 
and structures, possibly the first 
deposition over this phase - Dark 
brown - black silty loam, intense 
charcoal inclusions at the NW side of 
the broch outer wall 

Stone T8 Stone, possibly vitrified Undated SEW 11.6.10 

SF10236 10.65 Black, clay and charcoal rich deposit; 
occupation layer in T1 Ctyd Clay T1 Baked clay  Undated JDU 11.6.10 

SF10237 10.60 Clay surface over E side of Intramural 
Gallery No. 3 Stone T2 Possible composite tool, chisel / whetstone; possibly 

fashioned from igneous rock Undated JB 11.6.10 

SF10238 10.60 Clay surface over E side of Intramural 
Gallery No. 3 Antler T2  Antler tine section, cut end, possible tool Undated JB 11.6.10 
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SF10239 10.54 
Dark black - brown, well humified 
silty loam, matrix of a rubble, cobble 
surface in the courtyard area 

Stone T4 Ctyd Stone tool Undated MKP 11.6.10 

SF10240 10.20 Black charcoal-rich sandy soil Slag T8 Ext 1 x fragment of slag, ?tap ?C16+ SEW 12.6.10 

SF10241 10.52 Clay rich overburden in T9 Extension Stone T9 ?Whetstone Undated JB 12.6.10 

SF10242 10.36 
Dark brown - black silty loam, intense 
charcoal inclusions at the NW side of 
the broch outer wall 

Stone T8 - T2 Ext Pebble tool, ?hammerstone, found in association 
with SF10243 - 44 Undated JM 11.6.10 

SF10243 10.36 
Dark brown - black silty loam, intense 
charcoal inclusions at the NW side of 
the broch outer wall 

Stone T8 - T2 Ext Pebble tool, ?smoother, found in association with 
SF10242 and SF10244 Undated JM 11.6.10 

SF10244 10.36 
Dark brown - black silty loam, intense 
charcoal inclusions at the NW side of 
the broch outer wall 

Stone T8 - T2 Ext Pebble tool, wear at one edge, found in association 
with SF10242 - 43 Undated JM 11.6.10 

SF10245 10.36 
Dark brown - black silty loam, intense 
charcoal inclusions at the NW side of 
the broch outer wall 

Slag T8 - T2 Ext 4 x fragments of slag Undated JM 11.6.10 

SF10246 10.63 Black soil deposit, fill of Feature 11 Ceramic T8 Ext 

Everted rim sherd, mid brown fabric, with black 
interior, decorated with diagonal chevron like 
incision on exterior, seed impressions and residues 
visible 

IA NG 12.6.10 

SF10247 10.52 Clay rich overburden in T9 Extension Stone T9 Stone tool Undated SJW 12.6.10 

SF10248 10.52 Clay rich overburden in T9 Extension Slag T9 1 x fragment of slag Undated SJW 12.6.10 

SF10249 10.01 
Redeposited rubble and mid - dark 
brown soil overlaying IVO the 
courtyard area 

Slag / Fe / 
Stone T8 Ext 1 x plano convex cake of Fe and vitrified material; 

furnace base material Undated SEW 12.6.10 

SF10250 10.73 Fe rich deposit, fill of Feature 11 Slag T8 Ext Slag Undated NG 12.6.10 

SF10251 10.52 Clay rich overburden in T9 Extension Stone T9 Pebble tool; possible residue on one face Undated SJW 12.6.10 

SF10252 10.86 
Dark brown , well humified soil, 
possible backfill of upper ?entrance 
passage 

Ceramic T9 1 x body sherd, orange ware, black interior with grit 
and quartz inclusions IA JM 12.6.10 
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SF10253 10.01 
Redeposited rubble and mid - dark 
brown soil outside of the broch W, 
over outermost wall alignment 

Stone T8 Ext 

Small sandstone cobble incised with crossing linear 
pattern on one end face.  These carved striations are 
similar to the markings decorating the fragmentary 
sandstone boulder recovered IVO the broch entrance 
area 2006 - 2008 

Undated SEW 12.6.10 

SF10254 10.02 

Redeposited midden material with 
rich charcoal, fire-cracked cobble, 
bone and shell inclusions; black - 
dark brown loamy matrix 

Ceramic T2 Ext 2 x body sherds; light brown exterior and black - dark 
brown interior IA OK 12.6.10 

SF10255 10.52 Clay rich overburden in T9 Extension Slag T9 2 x 1g nodules of slag Undated SJW 12.6.10 

SF10256 10.52 Clay rich overburden in T9 Extension Antler T9 Antler, worked beam / tine base - cored 'ring' Undated SJW 12.6.10 

SF10257 10.02 

Redeposited midden material with 
rich charcoal, fire-cracked cobble, 
bone and shell inclusions; black - 
dark brown loamy matrix 

Stone T2 Ctyd Pebble tool, hammerstone Undated GS 12.6.10 

SF10258 10.02 

Redeposited midden material with 
rich charcoal, fire-cracked cobble, 
bone and shell inclusions; black - 
dark brown loamy matrix 

Stone T2 Ctyd Pebble tool, smoother Undated GS 12.6.10 

SF10259 10.02 

Redeposited midden material with 
rich charcoal, fire-cracked cobble, 
bone and shell inclusions; black - 
dark brown loamy matrix 

Stone T2 Ctyd Pebble tool: possible composite smoother / 
hammerstone Undated GS 12.6.10 

SF10260 10.01 
Redeposited rubble and mid - dark 
brown soil overlaying IVO the 
courtyard area 

Stone T8 Ext Smooth pebble with apparently dark residual spots; 
possibly painted gaming piece or charm stone Undated JG 12.6.10 

SF10261 10.86 
Dark brown , well humified soil, 
possible backfill of upper ?alternative 
entrance passage / ?chamber 

Slag T9 Slag Undated JM 13.6.10 

SF10262 10.54 
Dark black - brown, well humified 
silty loam, matrix of a rubble, cobble 
surface in the courtyard area 

Fe T4 
Fe - Tanged knife / dagger blade, fragmentary and 
laminated, blade length = 65mm, blade base width = 
38mm, tip of blade width = 31mm 

Undated PD 8.6.10 
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SF10263 10.06 

Dark brown - grey, well humified soil; 
redeposited context overlying post 
broch surfaces and structures, 
possibly the first deposition over this 
phase 

Pumice T8 Ctyd Fragment of faceted igneous rock; possible 
burnishing tool Undated MKP 13.6.10 

SF10264 10.01 
Redeposited rubble and mid - dark 
brown soil overlaying IVO the 
courtyard area 

Bone T8 Ctyd Modified rib bone; possible pin / awl rough-out Undated MKP 13.6.10 

SF10265 10.36 
Dark brown - black silty loam, intense 
charcoal inclusions at the NW side of 
the broch outer wall 

Lithic T8 Ext Flint flake, debitage Undated POC 13.6.10 

SF10266 10.97 

Black - dark brown, greasy midden 
material, with ash, stone fragment, 
bone and shell inclusions; trampled 
floor surface of Intramural Gallery 
No. 1 

Stone T1 Fragmentary quern rubber, with apparent bevel on 
wear edge Undated SB 13.6.10 

SF10267 10.97 

Black - dark brown, greasy midden 
material, with ash, stone fragment, 
bone and shell inclusions; trampled 
floor surface of Intramural Gallery 
No. 1 

Stone T1 Cobble rubber, with apparent bevel on wear edge Undated SB 13.6.10 

SF10268 10.97 

Black - dark brown, greasy midden 
material, with ash, stone fragment, 
bone and shell inclusions; trampled 
floor surface of Intramural Gallery 
No. 1 

Ceramic T1 
8 x body sherds of variable material, including 2 x 
fragments of grey ware, possibly from the same 
vessel 

IA SB 13.6.10 

SF10269 10.96 Hearth material; sealed deposit 
under slabs of Feature 19 Stone T2 Ctyd Polisher / rubber tool, recovered from horizon 

immediately under central hearth slab Undated SEW 13.6.10 

SF10270 10.97 

Black - dark brown, greasy midden 
material, with ash, stone fragment, 
bone and shell inclusions; trampled 
floor surface of Intramural Gallery 
No. 1 

Stone T1 Quartzite pebble hammerstone, percussion marks 
evident Undated SB 13.6.10 

SF10271 10.36 
Dark brown - black silty loam, intense 
charcoal inclusions at the NW side of 
the broch outer wall 

Slag T8 Ext Slag fragments; tap and bloom ?C16+ JB 13.6.10 
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SF10272 10.72 
Very black soil, rich in charcoal 
inclusions, fill of square cell Feature 
17 

Ceramic T1 1 x body sherd, orange - red ware, no notable 
inclusions, abraded IA CM 13.6.10 

SF10273 10.84 

Black - orange, soil and sand streaky, 
ashy deposit with intense large 
charcoal fragment inclusions; fill of 
Feature 28 

Fe T8 Ext Fe object, possibly a peg, length = 30mm, recovered 
IVO the cist-like feature Undated NG 14.6.10 

SF10274 10.84 

Black - orange, soil and sand streaky, 
ashy deposit with intense large 
charcoal fragment inclusions; fill of 
Feature 28 

Clay T8 Ext 1 x fired clay fragment, recovered from Feature 28 Undated SF 14.6.10 

SF10275 10.84 

Black - orange, soil and sand streaky, 
ashy deposit with intense large 
charcoal fragment inclusions; fill of 
Feature 28 

Lithic T8 Ext 2 x fragments of worked chert flakes, debitage, 
recovered from Feature 28 Undated SF 14.6.10 

SF10276 10.46 
Dark brown - black soil overlaying 
area of T4, S of T2, possible fill of 
hearth; Feature 27 

Stone T4 Ctyd Pebble hammerstone, percussion wear evident on 
both hammer ends Undated JD 14.6.10 

SF10277 10.106 
Deposit of shell within a black - dark 
brown, well humified soil, by the 
inner wall face 

Bone T4 Ctyd Bone splinter formed into point Undated JH 14.6.10 

SF10278 10.27 
Deposits of tap slag over an area 
800mm in width, IVO wall face of 
Feature 4 

Stone T8 Ext Large cobble; possible anvil / menhir fragment, 
broken in situ Undated CD 14.6.10 

SF10279 10.110 
Orange - brown, silty loam, with fire 
cracked cobble inclusions; fill of 
Feature of 24 

Fe / Stone T8 Ext Plano-convex cake of ferrous and vitrified material, 
possible furnace base Undated SEW 14.6.10 

SF10280 10.46 
Dark brown - black soil overlaying 
area of T4, S of T2, possible fill of 
hearth; Feature 27 

Ceramic T4 Ctyd 1 x body sherd IA SEW 14.6.10 

SF10281 10.46 
Dark brown - black soil overlaying 
area of T4, S of T2, possible fill of 
hearth; Feature 27 

Slag T4 Ctyd Slag and other vitrified material, recovered from 
Feature 27 Undated JD 14.6.10 

SF10282 10.46 
Dark brown - black soil overlaying 
area of T4, S of T2, possible fill of 
hearth; Feature 27 

Bone T4 Ctyd Modified bone point, with apparent facets  Undated JD 14.6.10 
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SF10283 10.46 
Dark brown - black soil overlaying 
area of T4, S of T2, possible fill of 
hearth; Feature 27 

Stone T4 Ctyd Polished cobble with central depression, possible 
?mortar, ?vice or ?hammerstone Undated JD 14.6.10 

SF10284 10.120 Compacted black, silty loam, N of 
central courtyard slabbing Ceramic T4 Ctyd 

17 x sherds, including 2 everted rim sherds, mid 
brown ware, with seed impressions and grass wipe 
marks, quartz and mica inclusions 

IA JD 14.6.10 

SF10285 10.06 

Dark brown - grey, well humified soil; 
redeposited context overlying post 
broch surfaces and structures, 
possibly the first deposition over this 
phase 

Ceramic T2 Ctyd 1 x body sherd, black burnished ware, with mid 
brown interior IA MKP 15.6.10 

SF10286 10.120 
Redeposited rubble and mid - dark 
brown soil overlaying IVO the 
courtyard area 

Ceramic T4 Ctyd 3 x body sherds, mid brown ware, poorly fired joins 
visible, micaceous inclusions IA JD 15.6.10 

SF10287 10.120 Compacted black, silty loam, N of 
central courtyard slabbing Ceramic T4 Ctyd 1 x body sherd, mid red brown ware, poorly fired join 

visible, no notable inclusions IA JD 15.6.10 

SF10288 10.112 Surface; base of iron working area, 
Feature 4 Stone T8 Ext 

Polished pebble, with possible staining / paint 
markings on one surface, possible charm stone, 
recovered from centre of hearth 

Undated CD 15.6.10 

SF10289 10.06 

Dark brown - grey, well humified soil; 
redeposited context overlying post 
broch surfaces and structures, 
possibly the first deposition over this 
phase 

Ceramic T8 Ctyd 1 x body sherd, light orange fabric, water or grass 
wiped, quartz and shell inclusions, very abraded IA MKP 14.6.10 

SF10290 10.06 

Dark brown - grey, well humified soil; 
redeposited context overlying post 
broch surfaces and structures, 
possibly the first deposition over this 
phase 

Ceramic T8 Ctyd 
4 x body sherds, fine mid brown fabric, with crazed 
outer slip, largest sherd has possible incised 
decoration and large charcoal adhesion,  

IA MKP 14.6.10 

SF10291 10.01 
Redeposited rubble and mid - dark 
brown soil overlaying IVO the 
courtyard area 

Ceramic T2 Ext 1 x body sherd, orange - mid brown ware, possibly 
burnished IA NG 15.6.10 
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SF10292 10.01 
Redeposited rubble and mid - dark 
brown soil overlaying IVO the 
courtyard area 

Clay T2 Ext 1 x fired clay fragment, recovered E of the outer 
broch entrance Undated DF 14.6.10 

SF10293 10.84 

Black - orange, soil and sand streaky, 
ashy deposit with intense large 
charcoal fragment inclusions; fill of 
Feature 28 

Ceramic T8 Ext 1 x body sherd, fine pale orange slip, quartz 
inclusions IA SF 14.6.10 

SF10294 10.27 
Deposits of tap slag over an area 
800mm in width, IVO wall face of 
Feature 4 

Clay T8 Ctyd 2 x fragments of fired clay recovered from Feature 4 Undated NG 14.6.10 

SF10295 10.06 

Dark brown - grey, well humified soil; 
redeposited context overlying post 
broch surfaces and structures, 
possibly the first deposition over this 
phase 

Antler T8 Ctyd Antler tine or beam section, cut, possible rough-out 
for 'toggle' or 'ring' Undated JMcK 14.6.10 

SF10296 10.27 
Deposits of tap slag over an area 
800mm in width, IVO wall face of 
Feature 4 

Slag T8 Ctyd 1 x slag nodule, ?tap ?C16+ JMcK 14.6.10 

SF10297 10.01 
Redeposited rubble and mid - dark 
brown soil overlaying IVO the 
courtyard area 

Antler T2 Ext 
Antler tine section, sawn ends, some possible 
decoration visible on bark, recovered from the broch 
main entrance 

Undated DF 14.6.10 

SF10298 10.01 
Redeposited rubble and mid - dark 
brown soil overlaying IVO the 
courtyard area 

Fe / Stone / 
Slag T2 Ext 1 x slag nodule, ?tap, recovered from the broch main 

entrance ?C16+ DF 14.6.10 

SF10299 10.02 
Cache of limpet shells, part of 
midden [10.02], exposed in OHPL 
stay hole, IVO Feature 12 

Fe / Stone/ 
Slag T2 Ext Slag and stone with Fe adhesions, recovered from 

broch main entrance Undated DF 14.6.10 

SF10300 10.01 
Redeposited rubble and mid - dark 
brown soil overlaying IVO the 
courtyard area 

Antler T2 Ext 
Antler tine section, sawn ends, cancellous tissue 
cored out, 'toggle' or 'ring' rough-out, tip broken in 
situ, recovered from the broch main entrance 

Undated OK 15.6.10 

SF10301 10.59 Upper fill of Intramural Gallery No. 2 
at start of 2010 Stone T2 Cobble tool, possible polishing or rubbing tool, patina 

around the circumference Undated NG 14.6.10 

SF10302 10.59 Upper fill of Intramural Gallery No. 2 
at start of 2010 Stone T2 Cobble hammer stone, percussion wear at the sides Undated NG 14.6.10 
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SF10303 10.02 
Cache of limpet shells, part of 
midden [10.02], exposed in OHPL 
stay hole, IVO Feature 12 

Cu Alloy T4 - T2 Ext 

Cu alloy - copper ring, one beaten strand, beaten 
terminals, triple coiled, some concretion / corrosion, 
internal diameter = 6mm, recovered from E of broch 
main entrance 

Undated OK 15.6.10 

SF10304 10.01 
Redeposited rubble and mid - dark 
brown soil overlaying IVO the 
courtyard area 

Fe / Slag/ 
Stone T8 Ctyd Slag and stone with Fe adhesions Undated JMcK 14.6.10 

SF10305 10.96 Hearth material; sealed deposit 
under slabs of Feature 19 Slag T2 Ctyd 1 x nodule of slag, ?tap Undated JMcK 14.6.10 

SF10306 10.16 Fill of Feature 33 Stone T8 Ext Quern fragments broken in situ, possible post hole 
packing Undated NG 22.6.10 

SF10307 10.60 Clay surface over E side of Intramural 
Gallery No. 3 Cu Alloy T10 Cu alloy - Pin, ring-headed, shaft length = 85mm, ring 

diameter = 9mm IA SB 22.6.10 

SF10308 10.124 

Mid - dark brown, silty, well humified 
loam, with charcoal flecking; 
secondary deposit over the 
souterrain passage, Feature 6 

Cu Alloy T10 

Cu alloy - copper ring fitting, poss. decorated harness 
fitting, (?cheek bit), ring diameter 25mm, concretions 
and corrosion evident, some red oxide staining may 
indicate ferrous content 

Undated MKP 22.6.10 

SF10309 99 Redeposited material, clean back Slag - Fe Slag fragment, ?tap Undated WH 22.6.10 

SF10310 10.128 Redeposited material, overlaying 
Feature 16 Lithic T9 1 x flint flake Undated CD 23.6.10 

SF10311 10.131 

Light brown - grey, silty soil, with 
orange sand spreads / lenses 
(natural) and some charcoal flecking; 
primary silting over the souterrain 
entrance and passage, Feature 6 

Antler T10 Antler section, cancellous tissue cored out, possible 
toggle / ring rough-out Undated SB 23.6.10 

SF10312 10.130 

Light brown - grey, silty sand with 5% 
(approx.) stone fragments and some 
charcoal flecking; Underlying slabs in 
redeposited material and 
constituting the secondary silting 
over the souterrain entrance and 
passage, Feature 6 

Cu Alloy T10 Cu alloy pin, possible thistle head, overall length = 
57.5mm, head thickness = 3mm IA SB 24.6.10 

SF10313 10.138 
Dark brown sandy soil with intense 
charcoal inclusions, part of fill of  a 
posthole, Feature 12 

Stone T2 Ctyd Composite pebble tool, possible whetstone / grinder Undated MKP 23.6.10 
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SF10314 10.134 
Dark brown sandy soil with intense 
charcoal inclusions, part of fill of  a 
posthole, Feature 32 

Stone T2 Ctyd 1 x fragment of cobble tool, possible smoother Undated MKP 23.6.10 

SF10315 10.122 Inner wall fill Cu Alloy T10 A number of Cu alloy fragments, very corroded Undated MKP 22.6.10 

SF10316 10.144 

Black - dark brown, well humified, 
loose, sandy soil, with charcoal, Fe / 
vitrified material and cremated bone 
inclusions and lenses of clay and dark 
loam, fill of cell / cist like structure, 
Feature 21 

Stone T8 Ext Sharp sandstone shards, possibly worked, cached 
within Feature 21; possible tool rough-outs. Undated NG 24.6.10 

SF10317 10.130 

Light brown - grey, silty sand with 5% 
(approx.) stone fragments and some 
charcoal flecking; Underlying 
redeposited material and primary 
silting over the souterrain entrance 
and passage, Feature 6 

Stone T10 

Micaceous schist upper quern wheel deposited 
working face down over a course stone tool 
(SF10333), central perforation appears square chisel 
formed, quern diameter = 420mm 

Undated SB 24.6.10 

SF10318 10.130 

Light brown - grey, silty sand with 5% 
(approx.) stone fragments and some 
charcoal flecking; Underlying 
redeposited material and primary 
silting over the souterrain entrance 
and passage, Feature 6 

Stone T10 Saddle quern rubber fragment Undated SB 24.6.10 

SF10319 10.11 Overburden, overlaying T8 Extension Stone T8 Ext Cobble tool Undated SB 24.6.10 

SF10320 10.11 Overburden, overlaying T8 Extension Slag T8 Ext 1 x fragment of slag Undated NG 24.6.10 

SF10321 10.144 

Black - dark brown, well humified, 
loose, sandy soil, with charcoal, Fe / 
vitrified material and cremated bone 
inclusions and lenses of clay and dark 
loam, fill of cell / cist like structure, 
Feature 21 

Fe / Slag/ 
Stone T8 Ext 1 x fragment of Fe, stone and vitrified material; 

?furnace material Undated JG 24.6.10 

SF10322 10.144 

Black - dark brown, well humified, 
loose, sandy soil, with charcoal, Fe / 
vitrified material and cremated bone 
inclusions and lenses of clay and dark 
loam, fill of cell / cist like structure, 
Feature 21 

Stone T8 Ext 3 x pebble tools Undated JG 24.6.10 
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SF10323 10.144 

Black - dark brown, well humified, 
loose, sandy soil, with charcoal, Fe / 
vitrified material and cremated bone 
inclusions and lenses of clay and dark 
loam, fill of cell / cist like structure, 
Feature 21 

Fe / Stone/ 
Slag T8 Ext 1 x fragment of vitrified material; ?furnace material Undated JG 24.6.10 

SF10324 10.155 

Mid - dark brown loose, sandy soil 
with intense charcoal, shell and bone 
inclusions, stone fragments are also 
included; fill of Intramural Passage 
No. 3 

Antler T10 

Antler ring, formed from a narrow, partially polished 
section of beam from which the cancellous tissue has 
been cored out; external diameter = 23mm, internal 
perforation diameter  12mm; abraded 

Undated SB 25.6.10 

SF10325 10.155 

Mid - dark brown loose, sandy soil 
with intense charcoal, shell and bone 
inclusions, stone fragments are also 
included; fill of Intramural Passage 
No. 3 

Antler T10 Modified antler tine Undated MKP 25.6.10 

SF10326 10.134 Cut for posthole, Feature 32 Stone T8 Ext Possible cobble tool, polish evident at both narrow 
ends Undated GS 25.6.10 

SF10327 10.122 Inner wall fill Fe T10 Fragment of Fe concretion Undated JW 25.6.10 

SF10328 10.11 Overburden, overlaying T8 Extension Stone T8 Ext Hammerstone Undated SE 25.6.10 

SF10329 10.165 

Dark brown silty, compacted soil 
with charcoal flecking and clay 
spreads; deposit / surface in 
Intramural Gallery No. 3 

Ceramic T10 Ext 1 x body sherd, abraded exterior Undated SB 27.6.10 

SF10330 10.53 
Compacted, black silty deposit with 
charcoal and mixed sandstone 
flecking, S extent of site, IVO T9 

Ceramic T4 Ext 4 x body sherds and 1 x possible base, dark orange 
exterior and black interior, very abraded IA JH 30.6.10 

SF10331 10.90 

Mid brown silty soil, with rubble 
inclusions; deposit laid between 
Intramural Passage No. 3 and 
entrance of Intramural Gallery No. 1, 
T9 

Stone T9 Hammerstone, percussion at one end Undated SB 30.6.10 
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SF10332 10.183 

Black - dark brown, charcoal rich silty 
soil, with small stone, bone and 
limpet shell inclusions; lower fill of 
Intramural Gallery No. 1, Feature 46 

Cu Alloy T9 1 x fragment of Cu alloy plate Undated SB 30.6.10 

SF10333 10.130 

Light brown - grey, silty sand with 5% 
(approx.) stone fragments and some 
charcoal flecking; Underlying 
redeposited material and primary 
silting over the souterrain entrance 
and passage, Feature 6 

Stone T10 

Coarse stone tool, found deposited directly under 
micaceous schist upper wheel of a rotary quern 
(SF10317); apparent percussion wear at one narrow 
end and Cu alloy corrosion adhesions on one flat, 
polished surface 

Undated SB 24.6.10 

SF10334 10.52 Clay rich overburden in T9 Extension Slag / Fe / 
Stone T9 1 x fragment of a plano-convex cake of Fe, stone and 

vitrified material, possible furnace base Undated CD 29.6.10 

SF10335 10.52 Clay rich overburden in T9 Extension Slag T9 1 x fragment of slag Undated MKP 30.6.10 

SF10336 10.85 Pale brown clay rich deposit Slag T8 Ext 3 x fragments of slag, including 1 tap nodule, 
recovered from Feature 28 Undated NG 30.6.10 

SF10337 10.01 
Redeposited rubble and mid - dark 
brown soil, from IVO east intramural 
passage 

Stone T4 Ctyd 2 x fragments of micaceous schist rotary quern wheel 
upper Undated AM 2.7.10 

SF10338 Unstrat Unstrat Stone Unstrat  1 x fragment of micaceous schist, ?quern wheel 
fragment Undated CM 2.7.10 

SF10339 Unstrat Unstrat Stone Unstrat 1 x sandstone fragment, apparently tool on all faces, 
one curved face with apparent bevel Undated NG 2.7.10 

SF10340 Unstrat Unstrat Stone Unstrat 1 x micaceous schist  fragment; ?rotary quern 
fragment Undated NG 2.7.10 

SF10341 10.02 
Cache of limpet shells, part of 
midden [10.02], exposed in OHPL 
stay hole, IVO Feature 12 

Stone T2 Ctyd 
1 x fragment of conical cobble; possible menhir / 
orthostat similar in appearance to the orthostat at 
cist like structure; 

Undated SB 2.7.10 

SF10342 Unstrat Unstrat Stone Unstrat 1 x fragment of polished, possibly bevelled slab; 
?sharpening stone or ?counter slab Undated NG 2.7.10 
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SF10343 Unstrat Unstrat Stone Unstrat 
Conical cobble; possible menhir / orthostat similar in 
appearance to the orthostat at cist like structure; 
Feature 21 

Undated CM 2.7.10 

SF10344 Unstrat Unstrat Stone Unstrat 

Sandstone boulder ingot mould; the mould 
depression dimensions are L = 145mm, W = 15mm, D 
= 15mm.  An ancillary mould is also incised onto the 
mould face, cruciform in appearance it may 
constitute a mount rough-out mould; shaft length = 
50mm, cross arms width = 35mm 

BA - Norse MW 15.8.10 

SF10345 Unstrat Unstrat Stone Unstrat 
Steatite spindle whorl; one face decorated with a dot 
and cross hatch pattern surrounding the central 
perforation 

Undated NG 25.9.10 

SF10346 0860 Paved area, W of the broch outer, 
outer wall, uncovered in 2009 Stone T8 Ext Quern or quern rubber fragment Undated CM 2.10.10 

SF10347 10.27 Deposit within metal-working hearth Slag, clinker T8 Ext Ferrous lumps, slag, clay, clinker (?) material from 
furnace I.A. NG 14.6.10 

SF10348 10.179 
Black gritty soil with charcoal and 
iron scale, heat-fractured stones; 
hearth residue 

Fe T8 Ext Ferrous lumps from hearth base, Feature 4 I.A. CD 30.6.10 

SF10349 Unstrat   Ceramic IVO Slabbed 
Entrance 

Shallow everted rim fragment, coarseware, pale 
orange fabric with seed and grass impressions on 
exterior; recovered during the consolidation of the 
site 

I.A. NG 15.11.10 

SF10350 Unstrat   Ceramic IVO Slabbed 
Entrance 

Body sherd, coarseware, mid-brown fabric, grass and 
seed impressions on both exterior and interior; 
recovered during consolidation of the site 

I.A. NG 15.11.10 

SF10351 Unstrat   Ceramic IVO Slabbed 
Entrance 

Body sherd, coarseware, pale orange fabric, grass 
and seed impressions on the exterior; weathered out 
of entrance deposits 

I.A. NG 3.06.11 
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SF10352 Unstrat   Quartzite   

2 x polished pebbles, recovered during the 
consolidation of the site IVO the site of the quern 
deposited in the transition zone between ditch 
passage and broch to the S 

  NG 11.11.10 

SF10353 Unstrat   Stone Unstrat 
Medium-sized cobble hammerstone, with percussion 
markings at both narrow ends; recovered during 
consolidation works at the site 

  NG 10.11.10 

SF10354 Unstrat   Stone Unstrat Whetstone / smoother Fragment   NG 10.11.10 

SF10355 Unstrat   Lithic IVO T9 Flint / chert thumbnail scraper with retouch at 
scraping edge   SE 11.11.10 

SF10356 Unstrat   Antler IVO Slabbed 
Entrance Antler tine point, worked and apparently burnt   NG 11.11.10 

SF10357 Unstrat   ?Antler   Possible worked antler fragment, recovered during 
the consolidation of the broch site   NG 11.11.10 

SF10358 Unstrat   Fe Slag   Fe slag, plano-convex cake, recovered during the 
consolidation of the site   NG 11.11.10 

SF10359 Unstrat   Fe Slag / 
Clay / Stone   

Fe vitreous material / MWD, 19 x fragments of 
possible furnace material, recovered during the 
consolidation of the site 

  NG 11.11.10 

SF10360 Unstrat   Stone   
Cobble grindstone / whetstone / rubber, one clearly 
polished surface, recovered during consolidation of 
the site 

  NG 11.11.10 

SF10361 Unstrat   Stone   Sandstone slab fragment, possibly worked, recovered 
during the consolidation of the site   NG 11.11.10 

SF10362 Unstrat   Stone   Possible whetstone fragment, recovered during the 
consolidation of the site   NG 11.11.10 

SF10363 Unstrat   Stone   
Large pebble with possible pecked 'divot' on one 
face, ?strike-a-light type tool, recovered during the 
consolidation of the site 

  NG 11.11.10 

SF10364 Unstrat   Stone   
Cobble, composite tool, hammerstone/ possible 
polisher with percussion markings at both long ends 
and apparent polish wear on flatter faces. 

  OK 11.11.10 
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Appendix 4  

Applecross Broch Index of Photographs from 2006-2010 

No. Direction 
Facing 

Feature 
No. Notes Taken 

By Date 

1 WSW - High pole photograph of Applecross broch courtyard  during the 
2010 field season JWom 10/06/2010 

2 W - High pole photograph of Applecross broch during the 2010 field 
season JWom 10/06/2010 

3 SW - High pole photograph of Applecross broch during the 2010 field 
season JWom 10/06/2010 

4 SW 58 High pole photograph of Applecross broch during the 2010 field 
season, looking down the main entrance JWom 10/06/2010 

5 SW 58 
High pole photograph of Applecross broch during the 2010 field 
season, looking down the main entrance, and showing different 
alignment of inner wall faces 

JWom 10/06/2010 

6 SW 63 High pole photograph of Applecross broch during the 2010 field 
season, northwest intramural gallery JWom 10/06/2010 

7 SSE 6, 63 
High pole photograph of Applecross broch during the 2010 field 
season, northwest intramural gallery and souterrain passage 
entrance 

JWom 10/06/2010 

8 SE 5, 6, 55, 
64 

Souterrain passage entrance and the WNW outer wall face (F64) 
with Feature 5 in front centre and Feature 55 to right JWom 11/06/2010 

9 ESE 8, 60, 61, 
63 

High pole photograph of Applecross broch during the 2010 field 
season JWom 11/06/2010 

10 NE 14, 16, 
25, 36, 61 

Photograph from tower,  showing the south half and the outer wall 
alignments MKP 11/06/2010 

11 NE 16, 25 

Photograph from tower of Trench 9 during the 2010 field season- 
Feature 16, lintel-covered ditch passage on the SE side of the 
structure; the V-shaped second ditch cut (C10.194) is visible in the 
Trench 9 profile in centre right of photograph 

MKP 01/07/2010 

12 N  16, 25, 61 Photograph from tower,  looking over the south intramural gallery, 
the wall re-alignment (F25) and the ditch passage MKP 01/07/2010 

13 NNE 16 

Photograph from tower of Trench 9 during the 2010 field season- 
Feature 16, lintel-covered ditch passage on the SE side of the 
structure; the V-shaped second ditch cut (C10.194) is visible in the 
Trench 9 profile in centre right of photograph 

MKP 01/07/2010 

14 NNE 16, 25, 61 Photograph from tower,  looking over the south intramural gallery, 
the wall re-alignment (F25) and the ditch passage MKP 01/07/2010 

15 N 14, 36, 65 Looking north across the site and showing the outer wall 
alignments in front of the west half of the south intramural gallery MKP 09/06/2010 

16 NE 28 
Photograph from tower showing panorama of Trench 8 'extension- 
the features outside of the broch northwest and the postholes 
located between the ditch F28 and the outer walling 

MKP 01/07/2010 

17 SE 6, 55, 64 
Photograph from tower showing the merged outer wall (F64), the 
grouping of postholes and the early structure entrance (F55) to 
right  

MKP 01/07/2010 

18 E  - 
Photograph from tower, overlooking the W side of the broch 
showing the wall core between the intramural stair gallery and 
northwest intramural gallery and the courtyard 

MKP 01/07/2010 
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19 SE - 
Photograph from tower, overlooking the W side of the broch 
showing the wall core between the intramural stair gallery and 
northwest intramural gallery and the courtyard 

MKP 01/07/2010 

20 NE 14, 16, 
36, 65 

Photograph from tower, overlooking the S side of the broch, 
showing the outer wall alignments; last day of community 
fieldwork 

MKP 14/06/2010 

21 NE 14, 36, 65 
Photograph from tower, overlooking the S side of the broch, 
showing the outer wall alignments; last day of community 
fieldwork 

MKP 14/06/2010 

22 NE 14, 16, 26 
36, 65 

Photograph from tower, overlooking the S side of the broch, 
showing the outer wall alignments; last day of community 
fieldwork 

MKP 14/06/2010 

23 NE 14, 16, 
36, 65 

Photograph from tower, overlooking the S side of the broch, 
showing the outer wall alignments and Trench 9; last day of 
community fieldwork 

MKP 14/06/2010 

24 NE 14, 16, 26 
36, 65 

Photograph from tower, panorama of the structure overlooking the 
south half of the site MKP 14/06/2010 

25 NE 14, 16, 26 
36, 65 

Photograph from tower, panorama of the structure overlooking the 
south half of the site MKP 14/06/2010 

26 W 58 Main broch entrance after excavation GJS 13/09/07 

27 ESE 58 Main broch entrance after excavation, looking downslope GJS 14/09/07 

28 N 25, 36 Stratigraphic layers below the outermost walling F36 and shifted 
outer stone from F25 entrance (SSE side of site) MKP 30/06/2010 

29 N 36 Stratigraphic layers below the outermost walling F36 next to outer 
stone from F25 entrance (SSE side of site) MKP 30/06/2010 

30 NNE 14, 36, 65 Outer wall faces in profile, W and SW side of site; section through 
wall faces in centre MKP 30/06/2010 

31 N 14, 36, 65 Outer wall faces in profile, SW side of site; section through wall 
faces to front right of photo MKP 30/06/2010 

32 NE 6, 65 Looking over broch outer wall and souterrain passage lintels prior 
to removal for excavation of T10 MKP 21/06/2010 

33 NE 30, 66 Inner wall face SW-facing section, visible after removal of fill from 
the electricity stay hole MKP 01/06/2010 

34 NE 30, 66 Inner wall face SW-facing section, visible after removal of fill from 
the electricity stay hole MKP 01/06/2010 

35 NE 30, 66 Inner wall face SW-facing section, visible after removal of fill from 
the electricity stay hole MKP 01/06/2010 

36 NE 16, 25, 36 Aerial view of lintel-covered ditch passage and surrounding walling MKP 01/07/2010 

37 SW 63 Passage into NW intramural gallery prior to excavation of T10 MKP 21/06/2001 

38 SW 65 Excavation of outer wall and T10 in progress MKP 21/06/2001 

39 NE 65 Wall core of outer wall in T10 MKP 21/06/2001 

40 NE 30, 66 Inner wall face SW-facing section, visible after removal of fill from 
the electricity stay hole MKP 02/06/2010 

41 N 14, 25, 
36, 61 

Overlooking S side of broch, showing south intramural gallery, 
changing alignment of outermost walling is evident in right half of 
photograph 

MKP 09/06/2010 

42 NE 16, 35, 36 Aerial view of lintel-covered ditch passage and surrounding walling; 
recording in progress MKP 09/06/2010 

43 NW 14, 36, 65 Looking across outer wall faces towards N, excavation in progress; 
intramural stair gallery in centre right of photograph MKP 09/06/2010 
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44 NW 14, 36, 65 Looking across outer wall faces towards N, excavation in progress; 
intramural stair gallery in centre right of photograph MKP 09/06/2010 

45 NNE 14, 36, 65 Outer wall faces in profile, SW side of site; prior to sectioning MKP 14/06/2010 

46 SW 26, 36, 55 
Alignment of stones (right) outside of outermost wall; S boulders of 
F55 and upright boulder built into walling at start of merging of 
outer walling W side of main structure 

MKP 14/06/2010 

47 ESE 55 

Profile of possible entrance into earlier  structure, showing 
substantial compact area of stone in foreground (paved area?  And 
possibly other structural remains--area not completely excavated 
and recorded during project) 

MKP 14/06/2010 

48 SE 14,60, 64 
Aerial view of outer walling along W half of site; intramural stair 
gallery in centre left of photograph and merging of outer walling in 
centre front of photograph 

MKP 01/07/2010 

49 E 6, 7, 55, 
63, 64, 65 

Overlooking W and NW side of site; possible early entrance F55 and 
associated walling F7 to front right and centre; souterrain passage 
entrance through outer wall to centre left; NW intramural gallery 
to back left and courtyard in background 

MKP 01/07/2010 

50 ESE - Excavation in progress of sondage outside outer wall to N side of 
site MKP 03/06/2010 

51 ESE - Excavation in progress of sondage outside outer wall to N side of 
site MKP 03/06/2010 

52 N 63, 65 
Compact stone and large boulder wall core to S side of northwest 
intramural gallery F63 S stop wall; T10 and stone sub-broch 
passage in back right 

MKP 26/06/2010 

53 W 16, 25 

Looking over F16 lintel-covered ditch passage and outer walling; 
ditch entrance is marked by the upright stone in top right of 
photograph; photo also showing close-up of construction of lintels 
and walling over ditch entrance 

MKP 14/06/2010 

54 NW 63, 65 
Compact stone and large boulder wall core to S side of northwest 
intramural gallery F63 S stop wall; T10 and stone sub-broch 
passage in back right 

MKP 26/06/2010 

55 NW 63, 65 
Compact stone and large boulder wall core to S side of northwest 
intramural gallery F63 S stop wall; T10 and stone sub-broch 
passage in back right 

MKP 03/06/2010 

56 S 65 

N sondage outside of outer wall face, showing N-facing skin of 
rubble walling on soil/stone base over natural-the usual black 
surface and white sand layers levelled, but hints of a grey-white 
sand and a black surface are still visible in front of image; edge of 
sondage in front of photo indicates the surface dropping down, for 
a possible ditch cut to outside of site 

MKP 03/06/2010 

57 ESE 
6, 7, 55, 
60, 63, 
64, 65 

Overlooking W and NW side of site; possible early entrance F55 and 
associated walling F7 to front right and centre; souterrain passage 
entrance through outer wall to centre left; NW intramural gallery 
F63 to centre left , courtyard in centre back and intramural stair 
gallery F60 to centre right 

MKP 01/07/2010 

58 S 65 

N sondage outside of outer wall face, showing N-facing skin of 
rubble walling on soil/stone base over natural-the usual black 
surface and white sand layers levelled, but hints of a grey-white 
sand and a black surface are still visible in front of image; edge of 
sondage in front of photo indicates the surface dropping down, for 
a possible ditch cut to outside of site 

MKP 03/06/2010 

59 E - E-facing edge of N sondage outside of outer wall face MKP 03/06/2010 
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60 NE 64 Merged outer wall face to W side of site, showing the upright stone 
built into the earlier wall face F14 MKP 02/07/2010 

61 S 65 

N sondage outside of outer wall face, showing N-facing skin of 
boulder/slab walling on soil/stone base over natural-the usual 
black surface and white sand layers levelled, but hints of a grey-
white sand and a black surface are still visible in front of image 

MKP 03/06/2010 

62 NE 64 Merged outer wall face to W side of site, showing the upright stone 
built into the earlier wall face F14 MKP 02/07/2010 

63 NE 64 Merged outer wall face to W side of site, showing the upright stone 
built into the earlier wall face F14 MKP 02/07/2010 

64 NE 7, 64 

Merged outer wall face to W side of site, showing the battered 
outer face; remain of possible earlier alignment of walling F7 
leading from early boulder entrance is visible in front left of 
photograph 

MKP 02/07/2010 

65 SE 64 Merged outer wall face to W side of site, showing the well-built, 
battered wall face MKP 02/07/2010 

66 SW 64 Merged outer wall face to W side of site, showing the well-built, 
battered wall face MKP 02/07/2010 

67 - 64 Merged outer wall face to W side of site, showing the well-built, 
battered wall face MKP 02/07/2010 

68 E 65 Outer wall face and underlying stratigraphy visible during 
excavation of occupation surface to NW side of the site MKP 02/07/2010 

69 NE 16, 25, 36 Aerial view of lintel-covered ditch passage and outer walling on the 
S side of the site MKP 14/06/2010 

70 ENE 16, 46, 61 
Excavation of S intramural passage and T9 extension through outer 
wall on the SE side of site over the lintel-covered ditch passage; 
entrance into passage is in centre right 

MKP 29/06/2010 

71 N 65, 69 Outer wall faces on N side of site; location of outer wall sondage in 
front centre MKP 02/07/2010 

72 E 65, 69 Outer wall faces on N side of site; the outermost walling appears to 
be an addition of a skin of walling to the right side alignment F69 MKP 02/07/2010 

73 NW 58, 67a 
Looking over the NW face of the main entrance; alignment of 
upright slabs F67a is visible within the wall core in centre of photo 
behind the NW wall face 

MKP 29/06/2010 

74 NW 65, 67a, 
69 

Three alignments of wall faces within the outer wall to N side of the 
structure (E side of F63 intramural gallery) MKP 02/07/2010 

75 ESE 67a Alignment of upright slabs F67a is visible within the wall core in 
centre left of photo MKP 29/06/2010 

76 SE 58 SE wall of main entrance and corner of entrance forming outer wall 
face MKP 02/07/2010 

77 S 58 View through main entrance, showing outer wall face to NE side of 
site and extent of exterior rubble MKP 29/06/2010 

78 N 61 Profile photo through S intramural gallery passage MKP 02/07/2010 

79 W 58 Looking over boulder at NE end of main entrance NW wall; outer 
face to N of site running to right from the boulder MKP 29/06/2010 

80 NNE 61 Profile photo through S intramural gallery passage, showing E face MKP 02/07/2010 

81 SW 65 Outer face of walling to N of site; sondage is visible in front right of 
photograph MKP 29/06/2010 

82 ENE 26, 14, 64 Outer walling to W side of site and alignment of slabs F26 in 
foreground MKP 29/06/2010 

83 N 14, 16, 65 Sondage through the outer wall faces on the S side of the site MKP 29/06/2010 



Applecross Broch Community Archaeology Project 
Data Structure Report on the 2006-2010 Excavations 

 215

No. Direction 
Facing 

Feature 
No. Notes Taken 

By Date 

84 NE 14, 16, 65 Sondage through the outer wall faces on the S side of the site MKP 29/06/2010 

85 N 14, 16, 65 Sondage through the outer wall faces on the S side of the site MKP 29/06/2010 

86 N 14, 16, 65 Sondage through the outer wall faces on the S side of the site MKP 29/06/2010 

87 NE 36, 68 Outermost wall face to SE side of site (F36), excavation in progress MKP 02/07/2010 

88 N 14, 65 Stratigraphy exposed after sectioning along the base of the outer 
wall faces on the S side of the site MKP 29/06/2010 

89 SE 16, 46 

Interior or NW-facing section of the later wall infill over SE 
entrance; the earlier entrance's E wall face is visible in centre left 
and the F16 ditch passage entrance is visible in centre right, 
marked by the upright slabs 

MKP 29/06/2010 

90 NE - View across the courtyard after removal of terram; start of 2010 
fieldwork MKP 31/05/2010 

91 NE - Volunteers excavating outside of the main structure NW MKP 03/06/2010 

92 NE - Volunteers excavating outside of the main structure NW MKP 03/06/2010 

93 ENE - Working shot, coming down to the final occupation layer within the 
courtyard MKP 05/06/2010 

94 N 1 Possible stone setting, in the courtyard W near the inner wall face; 
start of 2010 field season MKP 07/06/2010 

95 NE 9 Possible stone setting, in the courtyard SSW near the inner wall 
face MKP 07/06/2010 

96 N - 
Working shot, coming down to the final occupation layer within the 
courtyard hearth setting F2 in front right and hearth setting F19 in 
centre back of photograph 

MKP 10/06/2010 

97 N - 
Working shot, looking over the W stop wall of the S intramural 
gallery towards the courtyard; hearth setting F2 in centre right and 
hearth setting F19 in centre back of photograph 

MKP 13/06/2010 

98 NNW 1,9 
Working shot, excavation in progress-looking across courtyard SW 
over possible stone setting F9 in bottom right and possible stone 
setting F1 in centre of photograph (upright slabs) 

MKP 13/06/2010 

99 E 8 
Excavation in progress, paving slabs F8 running from centre of 
photograph across the courtyard and hearth setting F2 in centre; 
C10.06 surface surrounding  

MKP 13/06/2010 

100 ENE 2 
Looking across the courtyard N, possible midden deposit F2 
becoming visible in centre left of photograph; inner wall face N 
along left side of photograph 

MKP 14/06/2010 

101 N 1 Possible stone setting, in the courtyard W near the inner wall face MKP 14/06/2010 

102 W 13 Small stone setting just inside intramural gallery passage MKP 14/06/2010 

103 NW 13 Small stone setting just inside intramural gallery passage MKP 14/06/2010 

104 NW 9 Possible stone setting, in the courtyard SSW near the inner wall 
face MKP 14/06/2010 

105 ESE 
6, 7, 55, 
60, 63, 
64, 65 

Overlooking W and NW side of site; possible early entrance F55 and 
associated walling F7 to front right and centre; souterrain passage 
entrance through outer wall to centre left; NW intramural gallery 
F63 to centre left , courtyard in centre back and intramural stair 
gallery F60 to centre right; compact wall core of W side of structure 
walling visible in centre of photograph 

MKP 01/07/2010 
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106 E 8 View over W side of structure walling to courtyard, showing 
alignments of paving slabs marked by 1-metre ranging pole MKP 01/07/2010 

107 W 1 Possible stone setting, in the courtyard W near the inner wall face MKP 02/07/2010 

108 W 13 Small stone setting just inside intramural gallery passage MKP 02/07/2010 

109 SW 9 Possible stone setting, in the courtyard SSW near the inner wall 
face MKP 02/07/2010 

110 SW 9 Possible stone setting, in the courtyard SSW near the inner wall 
face; after partial sectioning MKP 02/07/2010 

111 N 60 Intramural stair gallery passage; surface from 2009 excavation 
exposed MKP 02/07/2010 

112 N 3 Overlooking discrete deposit of animal bone and pottery located on 
the inside of the inner wall E, excavation in progress MKP 04/06/2010 

113 SSE 3 Overlooking discrete deposit of animal bone and pottery located on 
the inside of the inner wall E, excavation in progress MKP 04/06/2010 

114 NNE 3 Overlooking discrete deposit of animal bone and pottery located on 
the inside of the inner wall E, excavation in progress MKP 04/06/2010 

115 ESE 4 
Black occupation surface C10.26 outside of the broch NW and the 
deposit of iron slag over F4 metal-working  becoming visible in 
front centre of photograph 

CD 04/06/2010 

116 NE 4 Slag and charcoal-rich deposit C10.27 to NW side of cist F11 CD 07/06/2010 

117 NW 4 Slag and charcoal-rich deposit C10.27 to NW side of cist F11 CD 07/06/2010 

118 N 4, 11 Slag-rich deposit C10.27 to NE of cist F11 side slabs; cist is just 
becoming visible to left side of photograph CD 07/06/2010 

119 SW 4, 11 
Excavation in progress of F4 deposit C10.27 in front centre-slabs 
from metal-working setting just visible and top slabs of cist F11 just 
visible in back centre of photograph 

CD 09/06/2010 

120 NW 4, 11 
Overlooking rubble and black surface outside of broch NW--
excavation in progress of F4 deposit C10.27; upright slabs lining 
ditch F21 just visible in far back centre of photograph 

CD 09/06/2010 

121 SW 4, 11, 21, 
28 

Working shot, excavation in progress: looking across partially 
sectioned ditch F28 and clay bowl base of F4 in centre left and cist 
F11 behind it; upright slabs lining ditch F21 visible in trench profile 
in background; W blocking wall in F24 visible in centre right of 
photograph 

MKP 13/06/2010 

122 SW 4 Hard clay bowl base of F4 visible in NE-facing section of trench CD 14/06/2010 

123 NW 4 
Excavation in progress of F4 metal-working structure built into 
backfilled ditch F28; NE wall of cist F11 visible in left side of 
photograph 

CD 15/06/2010 

124 SW 4 
Excavation in progress of F4 metal-working structure built into 
backfilled ditch F28; NE wall of cist F11 visible in centre back of 
photograph 

CD 15/06/2010 

125 SE 4 
Excavation in progress of F4 metal-working structure built into 
backfilled ditch F28; NE wall of cist F11 visible in centre right of 
photograph 

CD 15/06/2010 

126 SW 4 Profile view of base of F4 metal-working structure, set into 
backfilled ditch; ditch fill visible below clay bowl CD 15/06/2010 
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127 ENE 11, 21 
Working shot, recording in progress of NW side of site; cist F11 in 
front right and ditch F21 to left side with upright slabs lining cut 
and later closing wall in ditch visible in centre left of photograph 

MKP 29/06/2010 

128 SE 11, 28 Cist F11 after excavation; built across F28 ditch MKP 01/07/2010 

129 ENE 4, 11, 21 

NW side of site; cist F11 in front right and ditch F21 to left side with 
upright slabs lining cut and later closing wall in ditch visible in 
centre left of photograph; F4 metal-working structure built into 
ditch behind cist in centre right of photograph 

MKP 01/07/2010 

130 NE 4, 11, 28 
F4 metal-working feature built into ditch (centre of photograph) 
behind cist in centre front of photograph; section through ditch F28 
is visible, showing the layers of silting/backfill in the ditch cut 

MKP 01/07/2010 

131 SW 4, 28 Profile photograph through F28 ditch fill, base of F4 on top CJM 02/07/2010 

132 SW 4, 28 Working shot, profile photograph through F28 ditch fill, base of F4 
on top; also showing tin sample location CJM 02/07/2010 

133 SW 4, 28 Working shot, profile photograph through F28 ditch fill, base of F4 
on top; also showing tin sample location CJM 02/07/2010 

134 SE 5 
Excavation in progress outside souterrain passage NW; arc of large 
stones encircling patch of orange sand F5 is visible in centre right of 
photograph 

MKP 03/06/2010 

135 S 5, 7 

Working shot, looking S over arc of stones and conjoining 
alignment of boulder wall F7 to N side of possible early entrance 
F55; deposit of orange sand encircled by arc of boulders F5 is 
visible in centre right of photograph 

CD 04/06/2010 

136 SW 5, 7 

Working shot, looking S over arc of stones and conjoining 
alignment of boulder wall F7 to N side of possible early entrance 
F55-spread of rubble or possible disturbed paving slabs underlying 
ranging poles; deposit of orange sand encircled by arc of boulders 
F5 is visible in centre of photograph 

CD 04/06/2010 

137 E 5 Working shot, deposit of orange sand encircled by arc of boulders 
F5, half-sectioning in progress CD 04/06/2010 

138 E 5 Working shot, deposit of orange sand encircled by arc of boulders 
F5, after half-sectioning CD 06/06/2010 

139 NE 5 
Profile photograph of SW-facing section through orange sand 
deposit, showing the streaks of charcoal-flecked site over compact 
small stones and one slab 

CD 06/06/2010 

140 - 5 
Looking down on the F5 section, showing a possible arc of outer 
stones and one flat slab below the orange sand; possible hearth 
setting or work area associated with F4? 

CD 06/06/2010 

141 NE 5, 7 
Looking along the wall alignment F7 leading from possible early 
entrance F55 where the F5 stones arc around patch of orange sand 
just becoming visible 

CD 04/06/2010 

142 SW 5, 7 
Wall alignment F7 leading from possible early entrance F55 NW 
side of main structure--where the F5 stones arc around patch of 
orange sand in centre left of photograph 

CD 04/06/2010 

143 NE 5, 7  Photograph after extending half-section; SW-facing section; 
deposit/structure did not develop further CD 11/06/2010 

144 SE 5, 7 
Photograph after extending half-section; showing the NW-facing 
section below the rubble walling from F7 which looks like rubble  
rather than built walling 

CD 11/06/2010 

145 WSW Context 
0434 

Subcircular possible setting of stones outside of the E outer wall in 
Trench 4 CD 16/07/2008 
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146 ESE Context 
0434 

Subcircular possible setting of stones outside of the E outer wall in 
Trench 4 CD 16/07/2008 

147 NW 5, 7, 55 

Working shot- looking from souterrain passage entrance over base 
of rubble NW of main structure; possible early entrance in centre 
right, with extensive large stones/ slabs becoming visible along the 
edge of the trench 

CD 05/06/2010 

148 E 4, 6 

Working shot-looking over NW side of site through souterrain 
passage entrance, showing the soil/stone infill behind the passage 
walling and paving slabs which start outside entrance; small slabs 
from F4 metal-working feature in front left of photograph 

MKP 01/07/2010 

149 SSE 6, 10 
Excavation in progress of material below the topsoil on NE side of 
souterrain passage wall; pinning stones within the outer wall face 
are notable 

CD 05/06/2010 

150 E 6 Looking across NW side of site through souterrain passage, 
excavation in progress CD 06/06/2010 

151 E 6 
Looking over the souterrain passage entrance, excavation in 
progress; black occupation surface C10.36 on NE side of NE passage 
wall is visible outside of the outer wall face 

MKP 08/06/2010 

152 NW 6 

Looking down on NE side of NE passage wall, showing the 
souterrain entrance passage lintel slabs and wall abutting the outer 
wall face; compact core of material to outside (right) where walling 
is revetted 

CD 09/06/2010 

153 NW 6, 65 
Outer wall inner face and wall core on the inside of the souterrain 
passage (within intramural gallery)--showing the walling slumping 
into the backfilled passage  

MKP 21/06/2010 

154 S 6, 63 

Excavation in progress-backfilled material in souterrain passage 
below the northwest intramural gallery F63 floor surface; photo 
also shows how the alignment of the NE side of the gallery (left) is 
offset from the SW side of the gallery; walling along NE side of 
souterrain passage is visible in centre left of photograph inside the 
trench edge 

MKP 21/06/2010 

155 NW 6, 63 

Excavation in progress-backfilled material in souterrain passage 
below the northwest intramural gallery F63 floor surface;  walling 
along NE side of souterrain passage is visible in centre right of 
photograph 

MKP 21/06/2010 

156 WSW 6, 63 

Excavation in progress-backfilled material in souterrain passage 
below the northwest intramural gallery F63 floor surface; photo 
also shows how the alignment of the NE side of the gallery (left) is 
offset from the SW side of the gallery; walling along NE side of 
souterrain passage is visible in front right of photograph inside the 
trench edge 

MKP 21/06/2010 

157 SE 6 NW-facing profile of souterrain passage backfill; entrance passage 
walling to either side MKP 22/06/2010 

158 SE 6 NW-facing profile of souterrain passage backfill; entrance passage 
walling to either side MKP 22/06/2010 

159 SE 6 NW-facing profile of souterrain passage backfill; entrance passage 
walling to either side MKP 22/06/2010 

160 SE 6 
NW-facing profile of souterrain passage backfill; entrance passage 
walling to either side and lintels abutting outer wall face; paving 
slabs F23 visible in front centre of photograph 

MKP 22/06/2010 

161 SE 6 
NW-facing profile of souterrain passage backfill; entrance passage 
walling to either side and lintels abutting outer wall face; paving 
slabs F23 visible in front centre of photograph 

MKP 22/06/2010 
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162 NW 6 

Looking over T10 after partial excavation of souterrain passage 
inside the main structure; looking NW over the outer wall outer 
face still in place; there is a built passage wall along the NE side of 
the souterrain passage (right side of photograph), but there is no 
wall along the SW side (left)  

MKP 22/06/2010 

163 WSW 6 

Looking over T10 after partial excavation of souterrain passage 
inside the main structure; looking over the excavated passage wall 
to black surface over white-grey sand visible in profile below the 
structural rubble base 

MKP 22/06/2010 

164 ENE 6 Working shot, SW-facing profile along NE side of souterrain 
passage during excavation MKP 22/06/2010 

165 ENE 6 Profile photograph of SW-facing rubble forming walling along NE 
side of souterrain passage MKP 22/06/2010 

166 WSW 6 
Looking over base of souterrain passage backfill; round flat slab lies 
directly on top of micaceous rotary quern (SF10317) deposited in 
passage during backfilling 

MKP 23/06/2010 

167 NW 6 Micaceous rotary quern (SF10317, in situ) deposited in souterrain 
passage during backfilling MKP 23/06/2010 

168 NW 6 Micaceous rotary quern (SF10317, in situ) in souterrain passage 
backfill MKP 23/06/2010 

169 SE 6, 39 

Micaceous rotary quern (SF10317, in situ) on top of pebble tool;  at 
end of souterrain passage; the black surface and white sand layers, 
which had been cut through during passage construction, are 
visible in the right side of passage; the start of the sub-broch F39 
passage NE wall is visible in top centre of photograph above end of 
ranging pole and below intramural gallery sill stone; the backfilled 
sediment in the F39 passage is visible in top right of photograph 
below one course of inner wall face stonework (to right of 
intramural passage sill stone) 

MKP 23/06/2010 

170 NW 6 

Souterrain passage after excavation, showing the rubble NE wall to 
right and rotary quern (SF10317) in situ at base of passage; passage 
end abuts the start of the sub-broch passage walling (in bottom 
centre of photograph) 

MKP 23/06/2010 

171 N 6 

Souterrain passage after excavation, showing the rubble NE wall in 
centre and rotary quern (SF10317) in situ at base of passage; 
intramural gallery passage (not yet excavated) is visible in bottom 
right of photograph below trowel 

MKP 23/06/2010 

172 SE 6 Micaceous rotary quern (SF10317, in situ) on top of pebble tool in 
base of souterrain passage MKP 23/06/2010 

173 SE 6 

Looking through souterrain passage towards main structure; 
passage lintels at centre of photo have been rebuilt with extra 
support walling added to both sides of the entrance passage 
walling 

MKP 24/06/2010 

174 SE 6 
Looking through souterrain passage towards main structure; 
passage lintels have been rebuilt with extra support walling added 
to both sides of the entrance passage walling 

MKP 24/06/2010 

175 W  6 
Profile photograph of NE-facing section in souterrain passage, 
showing the base of wall core over the black surface and white 
sand below it 

MKP 26/06/2010 

176 NW 6 
Looking over excavated souterrain passage towards the NW 
exterior of the main structure; the outer wall face slabs are in situ 
but very degraded 

MKP 26/06/2010 

177 NW 6, 40 

NE walling of souterrain passage and section to NE side of the 
walling; cut edge for F40 oval pit through the white sand is visible 
above the ranging pole below the intramural gallery surface to 
right side of photograph 

MKP 26/06/2010 
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178 ENE 8 Overlooking courtyard at start of 2010 season, showing the 
alignment of slabs crossing centre of photograph CD 02/06/2010 

179 N 8 Working shot--overlooking courtyard, showing the alignment of 
slabs crossing centre of photograph below the ranging poles MKP 07/06/2010 

180 NE 8 
Working shot--overlooking courtyard, showing the alignment of 
slabs crossing centre of photograph below the ranging poles; 
general rubble overlying the black occupation surface 

MKP 07/06/2010 

181 NW 8 Alignment of paving in NW side of courtyard; electricity pole cut 
F59 visible to right of photograph CD 12/06/2010 

182 NE 8 
Working shot--alignment of paving in NW side of courtyard; F12 
upright stones in front of Paul in top right of photograph; midden 
deposit C10.02 just visible to left of F12 stones 

CD 12/06/2010 

183 WNW 8, 31 
Courtyard paving slabs around the F31 pottery deposit in black 
surface C10.120; small upright stones from a possible feature are 
visible in bottom right of photograph 

MKP 14/06/2010 

184 N 4, 11 
The suboval stone-built cist, just becoming visible below the 
overburden, centre left of photograph; area of iron slag at centre 
abuts the right (NE) side of the top of the cist  

CD 07/06/2010 

185 E 4, 11 
The suboval stone-built cist, just becoming visible below the 
overburden, front right of photograph; area of iron slag at centre 
abuts the left (NE) side of the top of the cist wall  

CD 07/06/2010 

186 NNW 11 Excavation of the cist in progress in front of Nick MKP 08/06/2010 

187 E 11, 21, 
28, 38 

Working shot of cist F11 during excavation; upright stones in front 
line the sides of the NW ditch F21; cist is built over the F28 ditch 
which continues beyond it from centre to top left of photograph; 
the stones lining the F38 'shelf' cut into the occupation surface 
above the F28 ditch are visible in top centre of the image 

MKP 08/06/2010 

188 ESE 11, 28, 38 

Working shot--cist F11 during excavation in bottom right of 
photograph; stones lining 'shelf' cut of F38 in centre left of 
photograph; the upright slab at centre is the fragment of a possible 
cobble tool associated with the metal-working feature F4 below it 

MKP 07/06/2010 

189 E 11, 28 

Working shot of cist F11 during excavation; slab and soil upper fill 
of cist; photograph also shows the offset upper stones on the top 
(NE) side of cist which formed edge to metal-working surface in top 
centre of image (also overlying the earlier F28 ditch); black terram 
is residual from backfilling of Trench 6  which uncovered the edge 
of the cist 

CD 09/06/2010 

190 NW 11 Working shot of cist F11 during excavation; showing construction 
of cist interior and lower fills CD 10/06/2010 

191 SE 11 Cist F11 after excavation; showing the internal construction of the 
SE end of the suboval structure CD 12/06/2010 

192 NW 11 
Cist F11 after excavation; showing the internal construction of the 
NW end of the suboval structure; note to two 'pillow' stones 
forming end different from slab-built SE end 

CD 12/06/2010 

193 NW 11 
Cist F11 after excavation; showing the internal construction of the 
NW end of the suboval structure and the upright stone lining the 
F21 ditch beyond--possibly marking the cist location (?) 

CD 12/06/2010 

194 SE 4, 11, 21, 
28 

Hardened clay bowl of the F4 metal-working feature base at centre 
of ditch F28 which runs across photograph from left to right; cist 
F11 is built across the  ditch to right of F4; F21 ditch SE cut is visible 
in foreground of image 

CD 15/06/2010 
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195 SE 

11, 21, 
28, 18, 
32, 34, 

42, 47, 73 

Cist F11 after excavation and upright slabs lining F21 ditch in 
foreground; postholes are visible in background MKP 01/07/2010 

196 SE 11, 21, 
28, 47 

Cist F11 after excavation and upright slabs lining F21 ditch in 
foreground; F47 pit is visible in background behind two slabs MKP 01/07/2010 

197 NE 11 Cist F11 after excavation; showing the internal construction of the 
suboval structure MKP 01/07/2010 

198 NE 4, 11, 21, 
28 

Cist F11 after excavation; showing the internal construction of the 
suboval structure; F4 metal-working feature in top centre of 
photograph and F21 ditch visible along left side of photograph with 
partial upright slabs lining it 

MKP 01/07/2010 

199 NE 4, 11, 21, 
28 

Composite photograph of the NW exterior of the site, showing the 
cist in bottom right, F21 ditch with blocking walls to left and F28 
ditch running across the top of the photo from the top of the cist; 
F4 located in the centre of the ditch above the cist and below the 
ditch section 

MKP 01/07/2010 

200 SE 12, 30 Setting of upright stones to SW side of electricity stay hole (F30, to 
left), prior to excavation MKP 08/06/2010 

201 NW 12 Setting of upright stones, prior to excavation MKP 08/06/2010 

202 SE 12, 30 
Setting of upright stones, after partial half-sectioning; charcoal-rich 
and possible hearth deposit revealed on left side of section under 
the slabs 

MKP 10/06/2010 

203 SW 12, 30 
Setting of upright stones, after partial half-sectioning; profile 
photograph showing the upright stones and charcoal-rich and 
possible hearth deposit under the slabs 

MKP 10/06/2010 

204 SW 12 
Setting of upright stones, after partial half-sectioning; profile 
photograph showing the upright stones and charcoal-rich and 
possible hearth deposit under the slabs 

MKP 10/06/2010 

205 SW 12 

Setting of upright stones, after completion of half-sectioning; 
profile photograph showing the upright stones in back and front 
stone continuing into charcoal-rich deposit; three courses of 
possible structural walling in centre left of photograph could form 
another feature or structure below the later occupation surface in 
the courtyard 

MKP 11/06/2010 

206 NE 12 
Setting of upright stones, after completion of half-sectioning; 
overhead photograph showing underlying cuts through the orange 
natural (F35 just visible in bottom of section) 

MKP 11/06/2010 

207 NE 12 
Setting of upright stones, after completion of half-sectioning; 
overhead photograph showing underlying cuts through the orange 
natural (F35 just visible in bottom of section) 

MKP 11/06/2010 

208 NE 12 F35, possible circular cut with small slabs around edges, is just 
visible in bottom of section to right of orange natural MKP 11/06/2010 

209 NE 12 
Upright slabs on the SE side of F12 slabs, sitting over charcoal-rich 
sandy deposit and forming part of an earlier feature in the 
courtyard 

MKP 11/06/2010 

210 SW 12, 30 
Profile photograph showing the upright stones on SE side of F12 
continuing into charcoal-rich deposit; sequence of deposits visible 
in photograph above the modern electricity stay hole cut 

MKP 11/06/2010 
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211 SE 12, 35 

Three courses of possible structural walling to SE side of F12 could 
form another feature or structure below the later occupation 
surface in the courtyard; animal jawbone visible in underlying 
deposit to left of orange natural and F35 in far right of photograph 

MKP 11/06/2010 

212 SE 12, 30, 35 

Setting of upright stones after sectioning; three courses of possible 
structural walling to SE side of F12 (top centre) could form another 
feature or structure below the later occupation surface in the 
courtyard; animal jawbone visible in underlying deposit to left of 
orange natural and F35 in far right of photograph 

MKP 11/06/2010 

213 NW 12, 30, 35 
Setting of upright stones after sectioning; animal jawbone visible in 
underlying deposit to right of orange natural and F35 in far left of 
photograph at base of section 

MKP 11/06/2010 

214 NW 12, 30 
Setting of upright stones after sectioning; charcoal and animal 
bone-right deposit at base of stones and electricity stay hole F30 in 
front right 

MKP 13/06/2010 

215 NE 12, 30, 35 

Setting of upright stones F12 (left) after second half-sectioning 
showing clearly three cuts unto natural below the stone setting to 
left and stonework to right; F35 cut and upright stones in bottom 
right of photograph at base of section 

MKP 23/06/2010 

216 SW 12, 30, 35 

Setting of upright stones F12 (left) after second half-sectioning 
showing the slabs sitting on top of the lower deposit overlying  the 
natural orange sand; F35 cut and upright stones in top centre of 
photograph at base of section 

MKP 23/06/2010 

217 NW 12, 30, 35 

Setting of upright stones F12 (left) after second half-sectioning 
showing clearly the cuts unto natural below the stone setting to 
left and stonework to right; F35 cut and upright stones in bottom 
left of photograph at base of section 

MKP 23/06/2010 

218 SW 12 Three-four courses of possible stonework on the SE side of the F12 
slabs; sitting on top of animal jawbone deposit MKP 23/06/2010 

219 SE 16 Working shot, excavation of Trench 9 in progress to reveal lintel-
covered ditch passage on the SE side of the site MKP 07/06/2010 

220 ENE 16 Working shot, recording in progress of lintel-covered ditch passage 
on the SE side of the site MKP 09/06/2010 

221 SE 16, 29 
Trench 9, and the lintel-covered ditch extending further beyond 
trench edge to the SE of the main structure; charcoal-rich hearth 
deposit visible in front of outer wall to right of Feature 16 

MKP 11/06/2010 

222 SE 16, 29 
Trench 9, and the lintel-covered ditch extending further beyond 
trench edge to the SE of the main structure; charcoal-rich hearth 
deposit visible in front of outer wall to right of Feature 16 

MKP 11/06/2010 

223 ESE 16 Overhead shot of lintel-covered passage, showing the collapsed 
slab and upper cut edge in bottom right MKP 13/06/2010 

224 WNW 16, 25 Looking over the lintel-covered ditch towards the outer walling on 
the SW side MKP 14/06/2010 

225 W 16 Square-like 'opening' in lintels at SE end of Trench 9 MKP 14/06/2010 

226 NW 16 
Looking over lintel-covered ditch, possibly later used as a causeway 
to SE entrance of earlier structure on the site (line of walling at the 
end formed part of a closing wall over the entrance) 

MKP 14/06/2010 

227 W 16 NE side of Trench 9, showing the large slabs covering another 
probable ditch cut extending NE-ward from the F16 ditch MKP 14/06/2010 
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228 NW 16 Looking over lintel-covered ditch, possibly used as a causeway to SE 
entrance of earlier structure on the site MKP 14/06/2010 

229 SE 16 
Working shot, looking from main structure across the ditch 
passage, showing location of section after removal of collapsed 
slabs 

MKP 29/06/2010 

230 SSW 16 

Post-ex of lintel-covered ditch passage, showing the lintels covering 
the ditch-location of section after removal of collapsed slabs is in 
centre of photograph; second ditch cut C10.194 is visible extending 
away from the lintels at the centre left of photograph and a 
possible continuation of it is visible in trench profile at top right 
corner of photograph (the stone/soil fill appears to falling inward 
into  the possible ditch) 

MKP 01/07/2010 

231 SE 16, 46, 48 

Looking across ditch passage entrance F46, showing the F48 wall 
face over the right side of the entrance with upright slabs to either 
side (front right of image); upright stone lines the left side of the 
entrance; white sand layer underlies the walling and is visible in the 
trench 

MKP 01/07/2010 

232 S 16, 46, 48 

Post-ex of lintel-covered ditch passage, showing the lintels covering 
the ditch-location of section after removal of collapsed slabs is in 
centre of photograph; second ditch cut C10.194 is visible extending 
away from the lintels at the centre left of photograph and a 
possible continuation of it is visible in trench profile at centre right 
of photograph (the stone/soil fill appears to falling inward into  the 
possible ditch) 

MKP 01/07/2010 

233 SE 16, 46, 48 

Looking across ditch passage entrance F46, showing the F48 wall 
face over the right side of the entrance with upright slabs to either 
side (front right of image); upright stone lines the left side of the 
steep entrance; white sand layer underlies the walling and is visible 
in the trench 

MKP 01/07/2010 

234 NE 16 
Overlooking the lintel-covered ditch passage, post-ex; photograph 
shows clearly the second ditch cut (fill is falling inward into a v-
shaped cut) extending from top right side of F16  

MKP 01/07/2010 

235 NE 16, 29 

Overlooking the lintel-covered ditch passage, post-ex; photograph 
shows clearly the second ditch cut (fill is falling inward into a v-
shaped cut) extending from top right side of F16; F29 possible 
hearth deposit in bottom left of photograph 

MKP 01/07/2010 

236 S 16, 17 
Working shot, during sectioning S intramural passage and gallery; 
upright stone marking ditch passage entrance F46 within the 
trampled later floor surface 

SB 14/06/2010 

237 W 17, 61 

Working shot, during sectioning S intramural passage and gallery; 
upright stone marking ditch passage entrance F46 within the 
trampled later floor surface, partially sectioned, in bottom right of 
photo; dark charcoal-rich hearth deposit F17 is visible in top right 
of image overlying large boulder base below the floor surface 

SB 12/06/2010 

238 W 17, 61 

Working shot, during sectioning S intramural passage and gallery; 
upright stone marking ditch passage entrance F46 within the 
trampled later floor surface, partially sectioning in bottom right of 
photo; hard/burnt clay deposit from F17 hearth is visible in top 
right of image overlying large boulder base below the floor surface 

SB 14/06/2010 

239 NE 21, 22 

Working shot, looking across the NW trench edge over F22 during 
excavation, showing walling infill at the NE end of the F21 
trench/cell; the return of the ditch/cell F24 is visible in top left of 
photograph 

CD 14/06/2010 
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240 SSE 21, 22, 24 

Working shot; looking across C10.116 walling within junction of 
F21/F24 ditches at the N edge of excavated area; the upright 
phallic-type stone is highly visible, lining the S side of the F21 ditch 
cut 

CD 14/06/2010 

241 NW 21 
Working shot, mid-excavation, showing the upright slabs forming 
edge of F21 cut and leading to stop walling inside ditch at far 
centre right of photograph 

CD 14/06/2010 

242 NE 21 Mid-ex photograph of stop walling within F21 ditch CD 14/06/2010 

243 NE 21 
Mid-ex photograph of stop walling at NE end of F21 ditch and 
upright slabs lining the side of ditch; large upright slab in back lines 
edge of F24 ditch returning towards N 

MKP 14/06/2010 

244 S 21 Large upright slabs lining SW end of ditch F21 CD 15/06/2010 

245 SSE 21 Large upright slabs lining SW end of ditch F21 and cist F11 behind it CD 15/06/2010 

246 ESE 21, 24 
The walling forming W edge of F24 ditch extending beyond the 
excavated area in front centre of photograph; ditch F21 runs across 
image from centre right to centre left 

CD 15/06/2010 

247 - 21 Stone sherds/debitage from within fill of F21 ditch (SF10316) MKP 23/06/2010 

248 NE 21 
Post-ex photograph of stop walling at NE end of F21 ditch and 
upright slabs lining the side of ditch; large upright slab in back lines 
edge of F24 ditch returning towards N (left) 

MKP 23/06/2010 

249 NE 21 
Post-ex photograph of stop walling at NE end of F21 ditch and 
upright slabs lining the side of ditch; large upright slab in back lines 
edge of F24 ditch returning towards N (left) 

MKP 23/06/2010 

250 SE 21 
Post-ex photograph of stop walling at NE end of F21 ditch and 
upright slabs lining the side of ditch; walling in front left of image 
lines W edge of F24 ditch returning towards N (left) 

MKP 23/06/2010 

251 NE 11, 21, 22 Cist F11 (front right), ditch F28 extending above it and ditch F21 
roughly parallel to it on the left MKP 01/07/2010 

252 SE 2 Pre-excavation photograph of hearth setting Feature 2 GJS 28/04/2007 

253 SW 2 Post-excavation photograph of hearth setting Feature 2 CJM 02/07/2010 

254 ENE 19 Post-excavation photograph of hearth setting Feature 19 GJS 26/04/2007 

255 SE 19 Post-excavation photograph of hearth setting Feature 19 GJS 26/04/2007 

256 SW 19, 49 Post-excavation photograph of hearth setting Feature 19 (front) 
and hearth setting Feature 49 (back) GJS 26/04/2007 

257 NE 19, 27 Post-excavation photograph of hearth setting Feature 19, and small 
upright slabs from earlier hearth (F27) visible in bottom right MKP 02/07/2010 

258 N 24 Pre-excavation photograph of Feature 24 CD 07/06/2010 

259 NE   Pre-excavation photograph of Feature 24 CD 07/06/2010 

260 SW 21, 22, 24 
Working shot, across the confusion of walling and slabs in the N 
end of the 'industrial area'; pre-excavation image of F24  in centre 
foreground and excavation in progress of F21-22 beyond 

MKP 12/06/2010 

261 ENE 24 Mid-ex image of the large slab lining the E side of the F24 cut CD 14/06/2010 

262 SW 24 Portion of walling along the WSW side of the F24 CD 15/06/2010 

263 SE 24 Blocking wall C10.116 at junction of F24 and F21 (back) CD 15/06/2010 
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264 NE 24 WSW blocking wall and S blocking wall of Feature 24 CD 15/06/2010 

265 ENE 24 WSW blocking wall and S blocking wall of Feature 24 CD 15/06/2010 

266 E 24 WSW blocking wall and S blocking wall of Feature 24 CD 15/06/2010 

267 ENE 25, 68 View across walling covering the SE entrance (lintel slabs visible in 
bottom right) CD 12/06/2010 

268 SE 25, 68 View across walling covering the SE entrance (lintel slabs visible in 
background) CD 12/06/2010 

269 NW 25, 68 View across walling covering the SE entrance (lintel slabs visible in 
foreground) CD 12/06/2010 

270 W 25 View across ditch passage section, showing the wall alignment 
change to form the SE entrance MKP 30/06/2010 

271 NW 4, 28 Working shot, mid-excavation image of F28 ditch; the metal-
working feature overlies the ditch at centre of image CD 14/06/2010 

272 NW 4, 28 Mid-ex image of F28 ditch, surrounding metal-working structure F4 
(at centre of image); cist is visible in left side of image CD 15/06/2010 

273 SW 4, 28 Mid-ex image of F28 ditch, surrounding metal-working structure F4 
(at centre of image); cist is visible in top of image CD 15/06/2010 

274 SE 4, 28 Post-ex image of F28 ditch, surrounding metal-working structure F4 
(at centre of image); cist is visible in right side of image CD 15/06/2010 

275 NW 30, 66 Cathy photographing the inner wall face (F66) uncovered in the 
stay hole MKP 01/06/2010 

276 NW 30, 66 Stay holes, post-excavation, showing the SE-facing section and 
inner wall face stratigraphy MKP 01/06/2010 

277 NW 30, 66 Stay holes, post-excavation, showing the SE-facing section and 
inner wall face stratigraphy MKP 02/06/2010 

278 W 30 NE-facing section of stay hole cut, showing stratigraphy and sample 
location MKP 02/06/2010 

279 W 30 NE-facing section of stay hole cut, showing stratigraphy and sample 
location MKP 02/06/2010 

280 SE 30 Intriguing flat slab in NW-facing section of stay hole, near the top of 
the natural MKP 11/06/2010 

281 W 31 Deposit of pot sherds at centre of courtyard MKP 14/06/2010 

282 S 31 Deposit of pot sherds at centre of courtyard MKP 14/06/2010 

283 NW 14, 36 Working shot, excavation in progress of extension to Trench 8 to 
uncover outermost wall alignment on SW side of site MKP 09/06/2010 

284 S 14, 36 Working shot, recording of S sondage across outer walls in progress MKP 10/06/2010 

285 NW 36 Looking across outermost wall alignment towards F55 possible 
entrance and merging of later walls F64 MKP 14/06/2010 

286 SE 14, 36 Looking across outermost wall alignment over S sondage MKP 29/06/2010 

287 SW 39 Working shot, mid-excavation image of F39 passage, showing 
possible surface above basal silting deposit MKP 21/06/2010 

288 SE 39 NW-facing fill of F39 passage at top of passage entrance MKP 22/06/2010 

289 SW 39 Working shot, mid-excavation image of F39 passage, showing 
possible surface above basal silting deposit MKP 22/06/2010 

290 NW 39 
Working shot, mid-excavation image of F39 passage, showing 
possible surface above basal silting deposit and SE-facing profile of 
fill 

MKP 22/06/2010 
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291 NW 39 Looking up through door posts flanking entrance of F39 passage MKP 25/06/2010 

292 NE 39 NE wall face of F39, upright door post slab to left MKP 25/06/2010 

293 SE 16, 39 Post-excavation image, over souterrain passage looking through 
F39 entrance in background MKP 26/06/2010 

294 SE 39 Post-excavation image, over souterrain passage looking through 
F39 entrance MKP 26/06/2010 

295 SE 39 Post-excavation image, looking through F39 entrance, showing 
NW-facing section through passage fill MKP 26/06/2010 

296 SSE 39 Post-excavation image, looking through F39 entrance, showing 
NW-facing section through passage fill MKP 26/06/2010 

297 SW 39 Post-excavation image, SW wall face of F39 sub-broch passage MKP 26/06/2010 

298 SW 39 Looking over top of F39 sub-broch passage MKP 26/06/2010 

299 SE 39 NW-facing section through passage fill MKP 26/06/2010 

300 SE 39 Portion of sub-broch passage walling (where electricity pole had 
cut through), NE face MKP 26/06/2010 

301 SW 39 Post-excavation image, SW wall face of F39 sub-broch passage MKP 26/06/2010 

302 SW 39 Post-excavation image, SW wall face of F39 sub-broch passage; 
showing overlying wall core MKP 26/06/2010 

303 NE 39 Portion of NE walling leading to F39 entrance MKP 26/06/2010 

304 SE 6, 40 Cut for F40 pit through white sand to left of souterrain passage NE 
wall MKP 26/06/2010 

305 NW 6, 40 Cut for F40 pit through white sand to right of souterrain passage NE 
wall; section through northwest intramural gallery MKP 26/06/2010 

306 NW 6, 40 Cut for F40 pit through white sand below souterrain passage NE 
wall; section through northwest intramural gallery MKP 28/06/2010 

307 W 6, 40 Post-sectioning of F40 pit MKP 28/06/2010 

308 N 46, 61 Working shot, sectioning of structure on southeast side of site to 
reveal ditch passage entrance (bottom of image) MKP 29/06/2010 

309 SE 16, 46, 61 

Post-excavation image showing ditch passage entrance and upright 
pillar marking the entrance; white sand layer is visible at base of 
the section and the earlier cut and fill (C10.207) visible in centre of 
image below the white sand 

MKP 29/06/2010 

310 SE 16, 46 

Post-excavation image showing ditch passage entrance and upright 
pillar marking the entrance; white sand layer is visible at base of 
the section and the earlier cut and fill (C10.207) visible in centre of 
image below the white sand 

MKP 29/06/2010 

311 NNW 16, 46 Ditch passage entrance (lintels in bottom of image) MKP 29/06/2010 

312 NNW 14, 46, 48 Ditch passage entrance and E wall face above the lintel; upright 
marker stone is prominently visible in centre of image MKP 01/07/2010 

313 SE 16, 46 

Post-excavation image showing ditch passage entrance and upright 
pillar marking the entrance; white sand layer is visible at base of 
the section and the earlier cut and fill (C10.207) visible in centre of 
image below the white sand 

MKP 01/07/2010 

314 SE 16, 46 View over ditch passage entrance, showing NW-facing passage fill 
and upright marker stone MKP 01/07/2010 



Applecross Broch Community Archaeology Project 
Data Structure Report on the 2006-2010 Excavations 

 227

No. Direction 
Facing 

Feature 
No. Notes Taken 

By Date 

315 SE - 
White sand layer  at base of the SE passage section and the earlier 
cut and fill (C10.207) visible in centre of image below the white 
sand 

MKP 01/07/2010 

316 WSW 46, 48 E wall face above the ditch passage entrance MKP 01/07/2010 

317 WSW 46, 48 E wall face above the ditch passage entrance MKP 01/07/2010 

318 W 49 F49 hearth during sectioning and excavation GJS 26/04/2010 

319 SW 49 F49 hearth during sectioning and excavation GJS 28/04/2010 

320 N 49 F49 hearth, post-excavation GJS 29/04/2010 

321 NW 50 Paving slabs, covering intramural stair gallery CD 11/09/2009 

322 SE 50 Paving slabs, covering intramural stair gallery CD 15/09/2009 

323 NE 50 Paving slabs, covering intramural stair gallery, saddle quern visible 
in top left corner of image CD 15/09/2009 

324 SW 50 Paving slabs, covering intramural stair gallery, saddle quern visible 
in bottom right CD 15/09/2009 

325 SE 50 Paving slabs, covering intramural stair gallery CD 16/09/2009 

326 SW 51 Mid excavation, animal bone deposit in intramural stair gallery CD 13/09/2009 

327 SE 51 Animal bone deposit in intramural stair gallery CD 17/09/2009 

328 SE 51 Animal bone deposit in intramural stair gallery CD 17/09/2009 

329 SE 52 Mid-ex image after removal of paving slabs, revealing black ash-rich 
fill of intramural stair gallery CD 16/09/2009 

330 NNW 52 Adhesion on slab leaning on step: possible remnants of clay hearth CD 17/09/2009 

331 NNW 52 Adhesion on slab leaning on step: possible remnants of clay hearth CD 17/09/2009 

332 NNW 52 Adhesion on slab leaning against wall face, possible remnants of 
clay hearth CD 17/09/2009 

333 ENE 52 Mid-ex image of Nick in intramural stair gallery CD 17/09/2009 

334 NW 52 Intramural stair gallery, as left at end of 2009 season CD 19/09/2009 

335 SE 52 Intramural stair gallery, as left at end of 2009 season CD 19/09/2009 

336 SE 53 Small subcircular stone setting at top of intramural steps, mid-ex CD 07/09/2009 

337 NE 53 Small subcircular stone setting at top of intramural steps, mid-ex CD 07/09/2009 

338 NW 53 Small subcircular stone setting at top of intramural steps, mid-ex CD 07/09/2009 

339 SE 55 Paving slabs inside possible early structure entrance, end of 2009 
season CD 16/09/2009 

340 E 55 Looking through possible entrance F55 towards outer wall face of 
later building CD 05/06/2010 

341 ENE 55 
Looking towards possible entrance F55, showing possible paved 
surface extending beyond the entrance towards outer wall face of 
later building 

CD 09/06/2010 

342 NE 55 
Looking towards possible entrance F55, showing possible paved 
surface extending beyond the entrance towards outer wall face of 
later building 

MKP 13/06/2010 

343 SE 56 Alignment of slabs leaning against inner wall face, SE side of site CD 25/07/2008 

344 S 56 Alignment of slabs leaning against inner wall face, SE side of site CD 25/07/2008 

345 NE 56 Stack of slabs at centre of courtyard CD 06/06/2010 
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No. Direction 
Facing 

Feature 
No. Notes Taken 

By Date 

346 N 56 Stack of slabs at centre of courtyard CD 06/06/2010 

347 NNW 60 Intramural stair gallery MKP 02/07/2010 

348 NNW 60 Intramural stair gallery MKP 02/07/2010 

349 ESE 61 South intramural gallery space CD 09/06/2010 

350 NW 61 South intramural gallery space, showing NW stop wall CD 09/06/2010 

351 W 61 Later partition wall abutting inner gallery wall face CD 09/06/2010 

352 SW 61 Section through intramural gallery floor along NW stop wall, 
revealing boulders at base MKP 10/06/2010 

353 W 61 Profile photograph of later partition wall at centre of S intramural 
gallery MKP 14/06/2010 

354 W 17, 61 Looking down south intramural passage, showing vitrified clay from 
F17 in centre, to left of passage face MKP 14/06/2010 

355 N 62 Working shot, mid-excavation photo of Jonie in SE intramural 
gallery MKP 08/06/2010 

356 NE 63 Mid-ex image, showing boulder fill in SW end of intramural gallery 
F63 CD 10/09/2009 

357 NE 63 Mid-ex image, E end of northwest intramural gallery, F72 slabs at 
base of E stop wall MKP 08/06/2010 

358 E 63 F72 slabs forming possible hearth setting at base of E stop wall MKP 14/06/2010 

359 NW 63 Northwest intramural passage prior to excavation of Trench 10 MKP 21/06/2010 

360 SW 63 Northwest intramural passage prior to excavation of Trench 10 MKP 21/06/2010 

361 SW 63 Mid-excavation image of Trench 10 through intramural gallery 
surface MKP 21/06/2010 

362 S - Working shot, excavation in progress, NW of the broch mound MKP 03/06/2010 

363 N - Working shot, excavation in progress, NW of the broch mound MKP 05/06/2010 

364 NE 11, 28 Working shot, excavation in progress of the cist and ditches to NW 
of broch mound MKP 08/06/2010 

365 NE   Mid-excavation image of the cist and ditches to NW of broch 
mound MKP 08/06/2010 

366 ESE 6, 11, 21 Mid-excavation image of the cist and ditches to NW of broch 
mound MKP 13/06/2010 

367 E 6, 11, 21 Mid-excavation image of the cist and ditches to NW of broch 
mound MKP 14/06/2010 

368 NE 37 Image of postholes and ardmarks in white sand on SW side of 
Trench 8 extension MKP 26/06/2010 

369 NE 42 Packing stones in posthole outside of broch mound MKP 26/06/2010 

370 NE 
4, 6, 11, 
21, 22, 
24, 28 

Working shot, post-ex image of 'industrial area' MKP 01/07/2010 

371 NE 
4, 6, 11, 
21, 22, 
24, 28 

Post-excavation image of 'industrial area' MKP 01/07/2010 

372 NE 
4, 6, 11, 
21, 22, 
24, 28 

Post-excavation image of 'industrial area' MKP 01/07/2010 

373 NE 
4, 6, 11, 
21, 22, 
24, 28 

Post-excavation image of 'industrial area' MKP 01/07/2010 
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No. Direction 
Facing 

Feature 
No. Notes Taken 

By Date 

374 NE 
4, 6, 11, 
21, 22, 
24, 28 

Post-excavation image of 'industrial area' MKP 01/07/2010 

375 NE 
4, 6, 11, 
21, 22, 
24, 28 

Post-excavation image of 'industrial area' MKP 01/07/2010 

376 SW - T6 during excavation; rubble spread overlying cist feature that will 
emerge below CD 17/07/2008 

377 W - T5 during excavation CD 17/07/2008 

378 W - Extensive chaotic stone spread below topsoil in T5 CD 17/07/2008 

379 E - Extensive chaotic stone spread below topsoil in T5 CD 17/07/2008 

380 N - John excavating Trench 5 CD 18/07/2008 

381 NNE - Extensive chaotic stone spread below topsoil in T6 CD 19/07/2008 

382 W 71 Possible structure C0607 at centre in T6 CD 19/07/2008 

383 S 70 S end of T6, structural face? CD 19/07/2008 

384 W - Continued large stone below overlying rubble in Trench 5 CD 19/07/2008 

385 W - Extensive large stone and boulders at W end of T5 CD 19/07/2008 

386 E 70 Extensive large stone and boulders at W end of T5, F70 in 
background CD 19/07/2008 

387 S - 
Metal-working deposit 0610 in T6, showing a dark ashy fill around 
it and substantial amount of stone cobble possibly dipping into a 
cut below it 

CD 21/07/2008 

388 S - Metal-working deposit 0610 in situ, showing a dark ashy fill around 
it CD 21/07/2008 
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Appendix 5  

Applecross Broch List of Samples from the 2010 Season  

Sample 
No. 

Context 
No. 

Volume 
(g) Type Trench Sample justification / comments Initials Date 

1 10.01 Grab Bone 8 14 frags bone, teeth (cremated) JCG 01/06/2010 
2 10.01 s.e. Charcoal 8 Single entity charcoal for ID JCG 01/06/2010 
3 10.01 Grab Sediment 8 Charcoal-rich soil, fish vertebrae JD 01/06/2010 
4 10.01 s.e. Charcoal 8 Single entity charcoal for ID EH 01/06/2010 
5 10.02 Bulk Bone 1 Cremated bone SEW 01/06/2010 

6 10.01 Grab Bone/ shell 1 Shell and bone sample from 10.01 JCG 01/06/2010 

7 10.05 - Charcoal 4 Several charcoal frags and 1 
charred nut (hazel?) CD 01/06/2010 

8 10.01 s.e. Charcoal 8 Single entity charcoal for ID AG 01/06/2010 
9 10.02 Grab Sediment 8 Charcoal-rich soil SEW 01/06/2010 

10 10.02 Grab Sediment 8 Charcoal-rich soil SEW 01/06/2010 
11 10.06 s.e. Charcoal 8 Single entity charcoal for ID JD 01/06/2010 
12 10.02 s.e. Charcoal 1 Single entity charcoal for ID/dating SEW 01/06/2010 
13 10.01 s.e. Charcoal 1 Single entity charcoal for ID SEW 01/06/2010 
14 10.01 s.e. Charcoal 1 Single entity charcoal for ID SEW 01/06/2010 

15 10.06 - Charcoal 8 Several charcoal frags and 1 
charred nut shells (hazel?) JD 01/06/2010 

16 10.05 - Hazelnut 4 Hazelnut shell, charred MKP 01/06/2010 
17 10.02 s.e. Charcoal 1 Single entity charcoal for ID/dating SEW 01/06/2010 
18 10.01 s.e. Charcoal 4 Single entity charcoal for ID - 01/06/2010 
19 10.05 Grab Bone 4 Cremated bone/teeth CD 01/06/2010 
20 10.06 s.e. Charcoal 8 Single entity charcoal for ID AW 02/06/2010 
21 10.06 - Bone - Boar tusk IM 01/06/2010 
22 10.02 Bulk Sediment 2 Shell-rich soil, sealed under slab SEW 02/06/2010 

23 10.03 Bulk Sediment 2 Redeposited midden (3 bags; Bag 
3 of 3 is charcoal) SEW 02/06/2010 

24 10.01 - Nutshell 4 Burnt nutshell EH 02/06/2010 
25 10.03 s.e. Charcoal 2 Single entity charcoal for ID SEW 02/06/2010 
26 10.06 s.e. Charcoal 2 Single entity charcoal for ID AM 02/06/2010 
27 10.03 - Nutshell 2 Burnt nutshell SEW 02/06/2010 
28 10.06 Grab Shell 8 Limpet shells in a stack in context JD 02/06/2010 
29 10.01 - Nutshell 2 Burnt nutshell SEW 02/06/2010 
30 10.06 s.e. Charcoal 8 Charcoal for ID /dating JD 02/06/2010 
31 10.09 - Charcoal 2 ext Charcoal for ID /dating MKP 02/06/2010 
32 10.06 s.e. Charcoal 8 Charcoal for ID /dating JD 02/06/2010 
33 10.03 - Nutshell 2 Burnt nutshell NG 02/06/2010 

34 10.01 Grab Sediment Outer 
wall 

Control deposit (partially sealed in 
broch outer wall) CJM 02/06/2010 

35 10.12 s.e. Charcoal 2 Single entity charcoal for ID/dating AM 03/06/2010 
36 10.03 Bulk Bone 2 Cremated bone and tooth SEW 03/06/2010 
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Sample 
No. 

Context 
No. 

Volume 
(g) Type Trench Sample justification / comments Initials Date 

37 

10.02, 
10.12, 
10.13, 
10.14 

Kubiena Sediment 2 
Sequence of sediment deposition 
exposed in stay hole cut-midden, 
sandy brown layer 

CJM 
MKP 03/06/2010 

38 
10.13, 
10.14, 
10.15 

Kubiena Sediment 2 
Sequence of sediment deposition 
exposed in stay hole cut-sandy 
brown layer, natural 

CJM 
MKP 03/06/2010 

39 10.08 s.e. Charcoal Outer 
wall Single entity charcoal for ID SDE 03/06/2010 

40 10.08 Grab Sediment Outer 
wall Charcoal-rich soil CJM 03/06/2010 

41 10.12 - Charcoal 2 
Charcoal underlying slab below 
C.10.02 in cut 10.04 E-facing--for 
ID/dating 

MKP 03/06/2010 

42 10.21 s.e. Charcoal 8 ext Charcoal for ID /dating AW 04/06/2010 

43 10.23 s.e. Charcoal 2 ext 
Charcoal for ID /dating--Under 
outer stone walling, secure 
context 

JD 04/06/2010 

44 10.20 - Charcoal 8 ext Several frags of charcoal for 
ID/dating NG 04/06/2010 

45 10.20 s.e. Charcoal 8 ext Single entity charcoal for ID/dating IM 04/06/2010 

46 10.21 - Charcoal 8 ext-by 
F.6 

Large quantity of charcoal in a 
possibly distinct area of burning 
for ID 

AW 04/06/2010 

47 10.26 - Charcoal 8 ext 

2 frags of charcoal from black, 
charcoal-rich surface around 
quernstone outside souterrain 
passage, F.6 

JG 04/06/2010 

48 10.27 s.e. Charcoal 8 ext Charcoal from area of metal-
working/slag NG 04/06/2010 

49 10.05 - Bone 4 Bone cache MW 05/06/2010 
50 10.32 s.e. Charcoal 1 Single entity charcoal for ID AW 05/06/2010 

51 10.31 Bulk Bone 1 Cremated bone from Trench 1 
hearth [0447]-Feature 2 AW 05/06/2010 

52 10.33 Bulk Bone 1 Cremated bone from Trench 1 
hearth [0447]-Feature 2 IM 05/06/2010 

53 10.05 s.e. Charcoal 4 Single entity charcoal for ID MKW 05/06/2010 

54 10.33 s.e. Charcoal 1 Single entity charcoal and hazelnut 
for ID/dating, Feature 2 IM 05/06/2010 

55 10.33 Grab Sediment 1 Possible hearth fill, charcoal-rich, 
Feature 2 CJM 05/06/2010 

56 10.36 Grab Sediment 2 ext 
Sample from rich, black soil in 
secure context outside of T2 outer 
wall 

JM 05/06/2010 

57 10.06 Grab Sediment 3 Charcoal-rich context around base 
of bone-rich Feature 3 MKP 05/06/2010 

58 10.41 Kubiena Sediment 1 Kubiena sample, hearth base of 
Feature 2 CM IM 05/06/2010 

59 10.41 Grab Sediment 1 
Grab sample of charcoal-rich, 
sealed deposit under hearth, 
Feature 2 

IM 05/06/2010 

60 10.05 Bulk Bone 4 Bulk bone deposit from courtyard MKW 05/06/2010 
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Sample 
No. 

Context 
No. 

Volume 
(g) Type Trench Sample justification / comments Initials Date 

61 10.05 s.e. Charcoal 4 Single entity charcoal for ID MKW 05/06/2010 

62 10.36 s.e. Charcoal 2 ext N 
of F.6 

Charcoal sample for ID dating-
black occupation surface outside 
outer wall 

JD 06/06/2010 

63 10.40 Bulk Charcoal/bone - 
Charcoal sample and animal bone 
from fill--close association with 
S.F.106 

CJM 06/06/2010 

64 10.46 1430g Sediment - Sample from material overlying 
possible hearth setting, Feature 27 JM 06/06/2010 

65 10.47 Grab Sediment 1 ctyd Fill over possible hearth setting-
courtyard inside stair gallery IM 06/06/2010 

66 10.36 s.e. Charcoal 8/2 ext Cait asked me to-next to Fe 
deposit JD 06/06/2010 

67 10.46 Bulk Antler 4 ctyd Antler 'cache' JM 06/06/2010 

68 10.22 Grab Sediment 8 ext Sediment sample from possible 
work surface/trample layer LF 06/06/2010 

69 10.27 s.e. Charcoal 8 ext Single entity charcoal for 
ID/dating--below S.F.64 CD 06/06/2010 

70 10.42 Bulk Sediment 8 ext Sediment sample from black 
deposit around quern (S.F.110) AW 06/06/2010 

71 10.48 s.e. Charcoal 2 / 8 ext Charcoal for ID /dating from 
Feature 10 JD 06/06/2010 

72 10.06 - Charcoal 4 Charcoal fragments for ID MKW 06/06/2010 

73 10.06 Bulk Shell, antler, 
bone 4 ctyd 

Shell, antler and bone from 
C.10.06 across courtyard, one 
possible worked piece of bone--
associated with S.F.161/166? 

MKW 06/06/2010 

74 10.06 s.e. Charcoal 1 
Single entity charcoal from 
between slabs near hearth 
Feature [0447] 

IM 06/06/2010 

75 10.06 Bulk Shell 1 Cache of shell in courtyard context 
10.06 near inner wall face in T1 IM 06/06/2010 

76 10.06 Grab Bone 1 Cremated bone from courtyard IM 06/06/2010 
77 10.06 Bulk Bone 1 Butchered bone SF 06/06/2010 
78 10.01 - Tooth 1 1 tooth from redeposited context IM 06/06/2010 

79 10.02 Bulk Bone 2 ctyd Bone from redeposited courtyard 
midden material, Context 10.02 SEW 02/06/2010 

- - -   - - - - 

81 10.27 Grab Sediment 8 ext Soil from under iron-working/slag 
residue SW 07/06/2010 

82 10.36 s.e. Charcoal 2 ext Good sample JD 07/06/2010 
83 VOID VOID VOID VOID VOID VOID VOID 

84 10.55 s.e. Charcoal 4 ID-Charcoal associated with find 
location of S.F. 161 PD 08/06/2010 

85 10.27 Grab Sediment 8 ext Feature 4, soil sample from 
deposit underlying S.F. 139 (slag) NG CD 08/06/2010 

86 10.27 Grab Fired clay 8 ext 
Feature 4, stone with compacted 
burnt clay adhering to the stone--
clay-lined pit? 

NG   08/06/2010 
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Sample 
No. 

Context 
No. 

Volume 
(g) Type Trench Sample justification / comments Initials Date 

87 10.54 s.e. Charcoal 1 - 4 
ctyd 

ID-Charcoal from secure context in 
deposit around stony surface 
where iron knives found 

PD 08/06/2010 

88 10.26 Grab Clay 8 ext 1 x lump of grey wet clay from 
around F.4 NG? 08/06/2010 

89 10.60 s.e. Charcoal 2, I-m 
gal#3 Single entity charcoal for ID/dating JB 

JMcK 09/06/2010 

90 10.60 Grab Clay 2, I-m 
gal#3 

Clay from I-m gal #3, abutting 
gallery wall face MKP 09/06/2010 

91 10.64 Grab Clay 1, I-m 
gal #1 

Cache (?) of clay in intramural 
gallery underlying C.10.58 Jud 09/06/2010 

92 10.62 s.e. Charcoal 2 Single entity charcoal for ID/dating - 09/06/2010 
93 10.36 s.e. Charcoal 1 ext Single entity charcoal for ID/dating GS 09/06/2010 
94 10.18 s.e. Charcoal 2 ctyd Single entity charcoal for ID/dating MM 09/06/2010 
95 10.60 s.e. Charcoal 2 Single entity charcoal for ID/dating JB   09/06/2010 

96 10.60 Bulk Clay 2 Clay frags JB 
JMcK 09/06/2010 

97 10.65 s.e. Charcoal 1, I-m 
gal #1 Single entity charcoal for ID/dating JDu 09/06/2010 

98 10.36 s.e. Charcoal 1 ext 
Single entity charcoal for 
ID/dating; associated with 2x pot 
sherds, S.F.194 

GS 09/06/2010 

99 10.59 s.e. Charcoal 4 Single entity 2x charcoal for 
ID/dating JCG/JN 09/06/2010 

100 10.36 s.e. Charcoal 
1 ext, 
below 
sond. 

Single entity charcoal for ID/dating GS 10/06/2010 

101 10.58 Bulk Bone 1, I-m 
gal #1 

Deposit of bone from intramural 
gallery JDu 09/06/2010 

102 10.58 Bulk Clay 1, I-m 
gal #1 Clay frags from intramural gallery JDu 09/06/2010 

103 10.58 Bulk Bone 1, I-m 
gal #1 

Cremated bone frags from 
intramural gallery JDu 09/06/2010 

104 10.58 Bulk Clay 1, I-m 
gal #1 Clay frags from intramural gallery JDu 09/06/2010 

105 10.60 Bulk Bone 2, I-m 
gal#3 

Deposit of bone from intramural 
gallery 

JB 
JMcK 09/06/2010 

106 10.06 Bulk Bone 2 Deposit of bone from courtyard JH 08/06/2010 
107 - - - - - - - 

108 10.18 Grab Sediment 2 ctyd 
Shell, charcoal and soil from 
deposit around stay hole cut edge, 
within Feature 12 

MM 10/06/2010 

109 10.54 Grab Sediment 1 ctyd Sediment sample from area 
around S.F.161 knife PD 10/06/2010 

110 10.63 Grab Sediment 8 ext Soil sample upper fill of cist/cell 
Feature 11 NG 10/06/2010 

111 10.26 s.e. Charcoal 8 ext Single entity charcoal for ID/dating JM 10/06/2010 

112 10.63 s.e. Charcoal 8 ext Charcoal from fill of cist/cell 
Feature 11 NG 10/06/2010 

113 10.75 1055g Sediment 2 ctyd 
Sediment sample of fill from lower 
half of Feature 12, section through 
C.10.61 

MM 11/06/2010 
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No. 

Context 
No. 

Volume 
(g) Type Trench Sample justification / comments Initials Date 

114 10.76 Grab Sediment 2 ctyd 
Sediment sample of charcoal-rich 
fill under slabs, possible hearth, 
Feature 12 

MM 11/06/2010 

115 10.62 Grab Sediment 2 ctyd Upper fill of C.10.61, Feature 12 MM 11/06/2010 
116 10.06 - Teeth 2 ctyd 3x teeth PD 10/06/2010 

117 10.72 s.e. Charcoal 1, I-m 
gal #1 Single entity charcoal for ID/dating JDu 11/06/2010 

118 10.62 Grab Clay 2 ctyd White-grey clay sample within 
C.10.62 MM 11/06/2010 

119 10.58 Bulk Bone / Teeth 1 Teeth/bones IM 10/06/2010 

120 10.59 Bulk Bone 4 3x bones JN 09/06/2010 
121 10.62 Bulk Bone 2 ctyd Deposit of bone from courtyard MM 10/06/2010 

122 10.18 Grab Bone 2 ctyd Grab sample of bone from 
courtyard redeposited context MM 10/06/2010 

123 10.18 s.e. Charcoal 2 ctyd Charcoal sample for ID  MM 10/06/2010 
124 10.26 Bulk Teeth 8 ext Teeth JM 10/06/2010 

125 10.58 Bulk Bone 1, I-m 
gal #1 Deposit of bone from I-m gallery JDu 11/06/2010 

126 10.76 Bulk Bone 2 ctyd Bone from Feature 12 MM 11/06/2010 

127 10.65 Bulk Bone 1 Bone from occupation layer in 
intramural gallery JDu 11/06/2010 

128 10.60 Bulk Bone 2 Burnt/unburnt bone from 
intramural gallery #3, clay surface JB 11/06/2010 

129 10.81 Bulk Bone Ctyd 
centre 

Deposit of partially disarticulated 
animal bone from courtyard 
centre, redeposited? 

JH 11/06/2010 

130 10.82 s.e. Charcoal 
1, I-m 
stair 

gallery 

Single entity charcoal sample for 
dating/ID from clay fill around 
Feature 9 

IM 11/06/2010 

131 10.36 s.e. Charcoal 2 ext Charcoal sample from deposit 
around where furnace base found JM 12/06/2010 

132 10.73 Bulk Bone 8 ext Cremated bone from basal deposit 
in cist /cell, Feature 11 NG 11/06/2010 

133 10.18 Grab Bone 2 ctyd Bone and antler from midden 
context in courtyard MM 11/06/2010 

134 10.75 Bulk Bone 2 ctyd Bone from feature 12 MM 11/06/2010 

135 10.55? Grab Bone / shell 4 ctyd Sample of bone/shell and soil from 
occupation layer in courtyard PD 10/06/2010 

136 10.73 s.e. Charcoal 8 ext Charcoal sample for dating / ID 
from cist /cell Feature 11 NG 12/06/2010 

137 10.52 - Pebbles 9 
2 bags: small rounded pebble and 
quartz flakes from redeposited fill 
in Trench 9 

JG 12/06/2010 

138 10.73 Grab Sediment 8 ext Sediment sample from lower fill of 
cist/cell Feature 11 NG 12/06/2010 

139 10.89 Grab Sediment 8 ext 
Charcoal sample AND Sediment 
sample from below cist/cell 
Feature 11 floor-for dating/ID 

NG 12/06/2010 

140 10.81 Bulk Bone ctyd   Deposit of bone from courtyard 
centre JH 11/06/2010 
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No. 

Context 
No. 

Volume 
(g) Type Trench Sample justification / comments Initials Date 

141 10.75 Bulk Bone 1 Deposit of bone from Feature 12 PRD 12/06/2010 

142 10.90 Bulk Antler / shell 1 
Deer, antler, limpet, cockles, clam 
shells from intramural gallery 
passage 

SB 12/06/2010 

143 10.81 Bulk Bone Ctyd Deposit of small bone frags - 12/06/2010 
144 10.06 Bulk Bone Ctyd Deposit of bone SB 12/06/2010 
145 10.36 s.e. Charcoal 1 ext Charcoal sample for dating / ID   AM 13/06/2010 

146 10.90 Grab Shell / bone 1, I-m 
gal #1 

Grab sample of shell/bone in 
intramural passage opposite T9 SB 13/06/2010 

147 10.96 Kubiena Sediment 2 ctyd 
Sample from sealed deposit 
underneath slab from hearth 
[0448], Feature 19 

SEW 13/06/2010 

148 10.96 Grab Sediment 2 ctyd 
Sample from sealed deposit 
underneath slab from hearth 
[0448], Feature 19 

SEW 13/06/2010 

149 10.97 s.e. Charcoal 1 
Charcoal sample for ID/dating 
from intramural gallery passage 
floor 

SB 13/06/2010 

150 10.72 s.e. Charcoal 1 
Charcoal sample for ID/dating 
from possible hearth setting in 
intramural gallery #1 

SEW 13/06/2010 

151 10.36 s.e. Charcoal 8 ext Charcoal sample for ID/dating 
from slag-rich deposit JB 13/06/2010 

152 10.98 Bulk Sediment 9 
Charcoal sample for ID/dating 
from deposit of rubble backfill in 
ditch, Feature 16 

KB 14/06/2010 

153 10.100 Kubiena Sediment 9 

Kubiena sample of ditch, Feature 
16, fill N of the collapsed slab--
orange sandy deposit with 
charcoal 

CJM 14/06/2010 

154 10.100 Grab Sediment 9 Sediment sample of ditch F.16 DF 14/06/2010 

155 10.104 Grab Sediment 8 ctyd 
Sediment sample loose, shell-rich 
deposit underlying C.10.06 in NW 
side of T8 ctyd 

MKP 14/06/2010 

156 10.108 Grab Sediment 2 ctyd Redeposited midden, shell-rich; 
redeposited in courtyard SEW 14/06/2010 

157 10.109 Grab Sediment 2/4 ctyd 
Sediment sample of fill overlying 
possible early hearth Feature 27 
underlying Feature 19 hearth 

JD 14/06/2010 

158 10.111 Grab Sediment 9 
Sediment sample of charcoal rich 
soil over possible hearth Feature 
29 

KB 14/06/2010 

159 10.110?? s.e. Charcoal 9 Charcoal sample for ID NG JD 14/06/2010 
160 10.110?? Bulk Bone 9 Cremated bone frag   NG 14/06/2010 

161 10.97 Bulk Bone 1 
Cattle bone, teeth, shell (limpet) 
from intramural gallery passage 
floor 

SB 13/06/2010 

162 10.81 Bulk Bone 8 ctyd Deposit of bone from courtyard 
centre JR 13/06/2010 

163 10.73 Bulk Bone 8 ext Deposit of bone from Feature 11, 
lower fill in cist/cell ? 13/06/2010 
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No. 
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No. 

Volume 
(g) Type Trench Sample justification / comments Initials Date 

164 10.10 Bulk Bone 
Outside 
broch 
entr 

Deposit of burnt bone recovered 
from fill outside broch entrance, E 
side 

DF 14/06/2010 

165 10.27 Bulk Clay 8 ext Vitrified clay? From metal working 
area, Feature 4 NG 14/06/2010 

166 10.111 s.e. Charcoal 9 Charcoal sample from possible 
hearth CJM 14/06/2010 

167 VOID VOID VOID VOID VOID VOID VOID 

168 10.84 s.e. Charcoal 8 ext 
Charcoal sample for ID/dating 
from Feature 28, ditch under 
Feature 4 

SF 14/06/2010 

169 10.84 s.e. Charcoal 8 ext 
Charcoal sample for ID/dating 
from Feature 28, ditch under 
Feature 4 

SF 14/06/2010 

170 10.110 s.e. Charcoal 8 ext 
Charcoal sample for ID/dating 
from Feature 24 floor-possible 
furnace out workings 

CD 15/06/2010 

171 10.103 s.e. Charcoal 9 Charcoal sample for ID from upper 
fill of possible hearth, Feature 19 KB 14/06/2010 

172 10.120 s.e. Charcoal 4 ctyd 
Charcoal sample for ID/dating 
from courtyard, associated with 
S.F.284 

JD 15/06/2010 

173 10.120 Bulk Sediment 4 ctyd 

Sediment sample from around 
central courtyard paving and 
possible associated with hearth 
[0447]; associated with S.F.284 

JD 15/06/2010 

174 10.120 Bulk Bone 4 ctyd Bone/teeth associated with 
S.F.284 JD 15/06/2010 

175 10.123 s.e. Charcoal 8 ext Charcoal sample for ID/dating 
from fill of posthole Feature 33 NG 22/06/2010 

176 10.129 Grab Bone 10 
Fish bone concentration from 
between stones (otter/animal 
activity?) 

SB 23/06/2010 

177 10.128 s.e. Charcoal 9 Charcoal sample for ID/dating 
from Feature 16 ditch fill SB 23/06/2010 

178 10.130 s.e. Charcoal 10 

Charcoal sample for ID/dating 
from intramural gallery floor 
(second silting layer) recovered 
during souterrain passage 
excavation 

SB 24/06/2010 

179 10.138 s.e. Charcoal 2 ctyd 
Single entity charcoal for dating/ID 
from probable primary broch 
deposit under Feature 12 

MKP 24/06/2010 

180 10.75 s.e. Charcoal 2 ctyd 
Charcoal sample for dating/ID 
from basal posthole fill, at base of 
upright slabs 

MKP 23/06/2010 

181 10.138 - Bone 2 ctyd 1x frag of burnt bone MKP 23/06/2010 

182 10.130 Grab Sediment 10 
Sediment sample of basal 
silting/backfill in souterrain 
passage Feature 6 

SB 23/06/2010 

183 10.150 Grab Sediment 10 Sediment sample of basal silting in 
sub-broch passage hole, OHL pole Word 23/06/2010 
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Sample 
No. 

Context 
No. 

Volume 
(g) Type Trench Sample justification / comments Initials Date 

184 10.121 Bulk Bone 10 Assorted animal bone from upper 
wall fill MKP 22/06/2010 

185 10.144 Bulk Sediment 8 ext 

Sediment sample from fill of 
Feature 21, slab-lined cut, S of 
horizontal slabs (contained stone 
sherds) 

NG 23/06/2010 

186 10.129 Bulk Bone 9 Assorted animal bone from fill of 
souterrain passage, Feature 6 SB 23/06/2010 

187 10.155 Grab Sediment 10 

Sediment sample of intramural 
gallery #3 passage upper fill 
(below redeposited 10.06), high 
charcoal and bone content 

MKP 24/06/2010 

188 10.130 s.e. Charcoal 10 

Charcoal sample for dating/ID 
from  basal deposit in souterrain 
passage, Feature 6, probable 
silting up 

SB 24/06/2010 

189 10.144 s.e. Charcoal 8 ext 

Charcoal sample for ID/dating 
from fill of cellular, slab-lined 
structure F.21 (contained stone 
sherds) 

SB 24/06/2010 

190 10.159 s.e. Charcoal 9 
Charcoal sample for dating/ID 
from base of cut for ditch Feature 
16 (burnt layer) 

CD 25/06/2010 

191 10.147 s.e. Charcoal 10 
Charcoal sample for dating/ID 
from basal deposit in Feature 39, 
sub-broch passage 

MKP 25/06/2010 

192 10.147 Grab Sediment 10 Sediment sample of basal deposit 
in sub-broch passage, Feature 39 MKP 25/06/2010 

193 10.75 Bulk Bone 2 ctyd Animal bone and sediment sample 
from posthole fill, Feature 12 MKP 25/06/2010 

194 10.130 Bulk Bone 10 Animal bone from Feature 6 fill MKP 25/06/2010 

195 10.144 Bulk Bone 8 ext Assorted animal bone from fill of 
Feature 21, cellular structure MKP 25/06/2010 

196 10.128 Bulk Bone 9 
Assorted animal bone from 
redeposited fill of ditch, Feature 
16 

CD 25/06/2010 

197 10.125 Bulk Bone 10 
Assorted animal bone from 
overlying fill in T10, Feature 6 
souterrain passage 

MKP 25/06/2010 

198 10.122 Bulk Bone 10 Assorted animal bone from broch 
inner wall fill in T10 JWord 25/06/2010 

199 10.155 Bulk Bone 10 
Assorted animal bone and antler 
from intramural passage fill over 
Feature 39 (sub-broch passage) 

SB 25/06/2010 

200 10.145 Grab Stone 10 Vitrified stone deposit (IGW) from 
wall foundation deposit MKP 25/06/2010 

201 10.124 Bulk Bone 10 
Assorted bone from outer wall 
inner fill, over souterrain passage 
Feature 6 

MKP 25/06/2010 

202 10.60 Bulk Bone 10 Bone from intramural gallery #3 
floor SB 22/06/2010 
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Sample 
No. 

Context 
No. 

Volume 
(g) Type Trench Sample justification / comments Initials Date 

203 10.149 s.e. Charcoal 10 

Large charcoal lumps for ID/dating 
from very base of sub-broch 
passage, Feature 39; plus 1x burnt 
bone frag, 1x lump of clay 

MKP 26/06/2010 

204 10.161 s.e. Charcoal 10 
1x lump of roundwood from slab-
stony fill at base of sub-broch 
passage for ID/dating 

MKP 27/06/2010 

205 10.162 s.e. Charcoal 10 
1x small frag charcoal in basal 
silting overlying surface of sub-
broch passage 

MKP 27/06/2010 

206 VOID VOID VOID VOID VOID VOID VOID 

207 10.178 Grab Sediment 10 
30% bulk sediment sample from 
pit Feature 40 underlying E walling 
in T10 section 

SB 28/06/2010 

208 VOID VOID VOID VOID VOID VOID VOID 

209 10.189 s.e. Charcoal 10 
Large charcoal sample for 
ID/dating from black surface in 
T10 W face 

SB 27/06/2010 

210 10.122 Grab Sediment 10 Spoil associated with S.F.315, Cu 
alloy frags MKP 22/06/2010 

211 10.179 Bulk Fe 8 ext Hammer scale-rich soil around 
Feature 4 CD 02/07/2010 

212 
10.84, 
10.85, 
10.118 

Kubiena 
'e' Sediment 8 ext Clay/silt/dark interface SSW-

Facing profile in Feature 28 (ditch) CJM 02/07/2010 

213 
10.74, 
10.13, 
10.14 

Kubiena 
'd' Sediment 1 ext, 

sondage 
Interfaces at SSW-facing profile in 
T1 sondage CJM 02/07/2010 

214 10.196- 
10.199 

Kubiena 
'b', 'c' Sediment 8 ext N-facing profile of baulk at base of 

Feature 28 CJM 02/07/2010 

215 10.42, 
10.84 

Kubiena 
'a' Sediment 8 ext 

NNW-facing profile of metal-
working area, Feature 4 (above 
F.28) 

CJM 02/07/2010 

216 10.183 Grab Sediment 9 
Limpet shell, bone, sealed first 
layer of fill of passageway, SE-
facing--Feature 16 

SB 01/07/2010 

217 10.183 Bulk Bone 9 Cremated bone (blue / white in 
colour), Feature 16 SB 01/07/2010 

218 10.183 s.e. Charcoal 9 
Charcoal sample for ID/dating 
from Feature 46 fill, ditch cut 
underlying I-m gallery passage 1 

SB 01/07/2010 

219 10.189, 
10.190 

Kubiena 
'f' Sediment 10 

Base of wall fill of sub-broch 
passage, E-facing profile, interior, 
F.39 

CJM 03/07/2010 

220 10.81 440g Sediment Ctyd Soil sample around discrete bone 
deposit JH 12/06/2010 

221 10.124 s.e. Charcoal 10 Charcoal from context MKP 22/06/2010 

222 10.27 800g Clay 8 ext Clay from deposit around Feature 
4 hearth NG 12/06/2010 
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Appendix 6   

Applecross Broch List of Plans from the 2010 Season 

Plan 
No. 

Section 
No. Trench Context 

No. Date Initials Scale Orientation Comments 

1 - 2 / 4 10.06 05/06/2010 CD 1:20 - Half of courtyard overlay 

2 - 1 [0447] 05/06/2010 AW 1:20 - Feature 2, hearth (from 2007 season) 

3 - 1 / 8 10.06 05/06/2010 CD 1:20 - Half of courtyard overlay 

4 - 8 ext     CD 1:20 - 

First overlay of T8 ext, uppermost 
small finds + section; 0=15m W of Site 
0 (Note: separate level & TBM for 
Sample 46) 

5 - 2 ext     CD 1:20 - First overlay of T2 ext, uppermost 
small finds 

6 - 8 ext   11/06/2010 
JG, 

AW, 
CD 

1:20 - 
Tie-in of T8 ext baseline to base of 
broch wall as recorded in 2009 and 
first plan of T8 ext. 

7 - 8 ext [10.39], 
10.63 10/06/2010 NG 1:20 - Feature 11, cist 

8 - 4 - 10/06/2010 CD 1:20 - Levels of small finds in Trench 4 

9a - 9 [0905]   AJ 1:20 - Trench 9 extension (first plan) 

9b - 9 [0905]   JG 1:20 - Trench 9 extension (first plan) 

10 - 2 ctyd [10.61], 
10.67 10/06/2010 MM 1:20 - Feature 12, first plan 

11 - 2 ext   11/06/2001 AW 1:20 - 
First plan N of outer broch wall 
passage entrance, note individual 
alignment (?) 

12 - 2 ext   11/06/2001 JW 1:20 - T2 ext. N of outer broch wall passage, 
joins Plan 11 

13a-
b - Ctyd 10.06, 

10.46, 11/06/2001 JD 1:20 - NE courtyard plan 

14 - Ctyd 

10.06, F.2, 
F.9, F.1, 

F.13, F.19, 
F.27, 

10.81, 
F.12, F.30. 

10.02 

11/06/2001 MKP 1:20 - NW-SW courtyard plan 

15 - 1 ext 
10.13, 
10.15, 
10.166  

  GS 1:20 - Trench 1 exterior, outermost wall and 
sondage 

16 - 8 ext     GS 1:20 - Trench 1 / 8 exterior, outermost wall 
and sondage-second attempt 

17 - 1   12/06/2010 JDu 1:20 - Plan of I-m gallery W end clay cache 
and slabs/boulders under gallery floor 

18 - 1 
[0905], 
10.90, 
10.93 

12/06/2010 SB 1:20 - Passage to broch structure from T9; 
showing F.17 

19 - 8 ext   13/06/2010 CD 1:20 - 1st plan T8 ext 'industrial zone' 

20 - 8 ext [10.39] 12/06/2010 NG 1:20 - Cist, post-ex 

21 - 8 10.81 13/06/2010 JH 1:20 - Plan of C.10.81, bone deposit 

22 - 9       1:20 - Plan of Feature 16 ditch in T9 

23 - 8 ext     SF, JB 1:20 - Plan of paving, joins Plan 16b, S of Plan 
6 
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Plan 
No. 

Section 
No. Trench Context 

No. Date Initials Scale Orientation Comments 

24 - 9 10.103, 
10.111   KB 1:20 - F.29, remains of possible hearth in T9 

25 - 8 ext     CD 1:20 - 0=15m, Industrial zone 1 

26 - 9 [0905]   KB 1:20 - Overlay of Plan 22; Feature 16 ditch 

27 - 2 ctyd 

[10.61], 
(10.139), 
(10.95), 

(10.141), 
10.15, 

[10.140] 

23/06/2010 MKP 1:20 - Feature 12, second plan; showing cut s 
into natural underlying feature fills 

28 - 10 10.13 23/06/2010 SB 1:20 - 
Feature 6, outer broch wall passage 
and sill stone in intramural gallery no.3 
passage, paving 

29 - 10 10.169, 
10.164 27/06/2010 SB 1:20 - 

Feature 6 and Feature 39, outer broch 
wall passage leading to sub-broch 
passage and relationship to I-m gallery 
#3 

30 - 8 ext   30/06/2010 CD 1:20 - Lowest layer of T8 ext, E of line 0 
(15m) 

31 - 2 ext   01/07/2010 CD 1:20 - Lowest layer of T2 ext, joins Plan 30 

32 - 8 ext   01/07/2010 CD 1:20 - Lowest layer of T8 ext W, joins Plan 30, 
31 

33 - 4 ext   02/07/2010 MKP 1:20 - Outermost walling T1-T4 S ext by T9 

34 - 1 I-m #1 
passage 

[10.185], 
10.90, 

(10.182) 
02/07/2010 SB 1:20 - T1 Intramural gallery no.1 passage 

leading to T9 

35 - 
2/10-I-
m gal 

#3 

(10.163), 
10.178, 

[10.169], 
10.164 

29/06/2010 SB 1:20 - Plan showing F.40, F.41 to E of 
F.6/F.39 

36 - 9 

[10.87], 
[0905], 
10.98, 

(10.194), 
(10.205), 

F.29 

01/07/2010 MKP 1:20 - Trench 9, Feature 16 

  1 2 

10.01, 
10.02, 
10.12, 
10.13, 
10.14, 
10.15 

03/06/2010 MKP 1:10 ENE-facing Profile of depositional sequence in 
stay hole cut (10.04), F.30 

  2 2 
[10.17], 
10.13, 
10.14 

03/06/2010 MKP 1:10 SW-facing 
Profile of inner wall face [10.17] and 
underlying deposits visible in stay hole 
cut (10.04) F.30 

  3 2 
10.06, 
10.02, 
10.15 

03/06/2010 MKP 1:10 N-facing Profile of depositional sequence in 
stay hole cut (10.16), F.30 

  4 2 ext 
10.23-
10.25 

10.203 
05/06/2010 JD 1:10 NE-facing 

Section showing deposits under NE 
side of outermost wall footing; 
compacted soils and settling overlying 
natural orange 

  5 8 ext 10.21, 
10.22 07/06/2010 JG, AW  1:10 W-facing Section drawing showing C.10.22 

(redeposited natural) 
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Plan 
No. 

Section 
No. Trench Context 

No. Date Initials Scale Orientation Comments 

  6 2 ext 10.25 07/06/2010 IM 1:10 NE-facing Profile down sondage showing lay of 
natural 

  7 8 ext 
10.40, 
10.63, 
10.73 

11/06/2010 NG 1:10 NW-facing Section through Cist fill, Feature 11 

  8 2 ctyd 

[10.61], 
10.62, 
10.75, 
10.138 

23/06/2010 MKP 1:10 S-facing S-facing profile of Feature 12 posthole 

  9 10 
10.129, 
10.131, 
10.15 

23/06/2010 SB 1:10 NW-facing Feature 6 outer broch wall passage  
profile of fill below lintel 

  10 10 
10.130, 
10.131, 
10.15 

23/06/2010 SB 1:10 NW-facing Feature 6 passage  profile of fill below 
by outer wall inner face 

  11 10 

[10.122], 
10.145, 
10.147, 

[10.153], 
[10.154], 
[10.146] 

23/06/2010 JWord 1:10 SSE-facing 
Section of sub-broch passage fills F.39 
in OHL pole hole prior to inner wall 
removal 

  12 10 

10.155, 
10.145, 
10.156, 
10.147 

25/06/2010 SB 1:10 NW-facing Feature 6 passage profile of fill  along 
inner broch wall 

  13 9 

(10.126, 
10.127, 
10.128, 
10.143, 
10.204, 
10.205 

25/06/2010 CD 1:10 S-facing S-facing profile of Feature 16 ditch fills 

  14 9 

(10.126, 
10.127, 
10.128, 
10.143, 
10.204, 
10.205 

24/06/2010 CD 1:10 N-facing N-facing profile of Feature 16 ditch fills 

  15 8 ext   25/06/2010 GS 1:10   Feature 32 posthole profile of fill 

  16 8 ext   25/06/2010 GS 1:10   Feature 33 posthole profile of fill 

  17 8 ext   25/06/2010 GS 1:10   Feature 34 pit/posthole profile of fill 

  18 10 

10.151, 
10.148, 

[10.153], 
10.149, 
10.150, 
10.161, 
10.162, 

(10.152), 
10.15 

24/06/2010 MKP 1:10 N-facing 
N-facing section of sub-broch passage 
F.39 showing fills from OHL pole 
backfilling and passage silting/ fill 

  19 10 

[10.153], 
[10.121], 
[10.122], 
10.145, 
10.189, 
10.190, 
10.191, 
10.193  

28/06/2010 MKP 1:20 E-facing Profile of sub-broch passage and 
passage between F.6 and F.39 
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Plan 
No. 

Section 
No. Trench Context 

No. Date Initials Scale Orientation Comments 

  20 8 ext   25/06/2010 GS 1:10 SW-facing 3x pits/postholes, F.33, 34, 42 

  21 8 / 1 ext 

10, 192, 
10.74, 
10.13, 
10.14 

30/06/2010 GS 1:10 SW-facing Profile of deposits in T1 sondage 

  22 2 ext 

(10.57), 
10.26, 

10.200-
10.201, 

(10.187), 
10.188 

01/07/2010 CD 1:10 SW-facing S-facing section of T2 ext 

  23 2 ext 

(10.113), 
10.85, 

10.118, 
10.196-
10.199 

01/07/2010 CD 1:10 NE-facing Section of F.28, showing profile of fills 

  24 4 
10.74, 
10.13, 
10.14 

02/07/2010 NG 1:10 S-facing Outermost broch walling E of T9, 
showing sequence of deposits 

  25 1 
[10.185], 
10.183, 
10.186 

02/07/2010 SB 1:10 E-facing I-m gal #1 passage to T9 

  26 1 

(10.182), 
10.184, 
10.185, 
10.195 

02/07/2010 SB 1:10 NW-facing I-m gal #1 passage to T9 

  27 8 ext 10.26 12/06/2010 CD 1:10 W-facing Section at cut 

  28 10 

[10.154], 
[10.169], 
10.189, 
10.190, 
10.157, 
10.193, 
10.191, 
10.178 

29/06/2010 MKP 1:20 W-facing Profile of sub-broch passage and 
passage between F.6 and F.39 

  29 2 ctyd 
10.142, 
10.75, 
10.138 

24/06/2010 MKP 1:10 E-facing E-facing profile of deposits from F.12 
section (over F.35) 

  30 2 ctyd [10.140] 24/06/2010 MKP 1:10 NE-facing NE-facing profile of stone 'alcove' (?) 
from F.12 

 31 2 ctyd 
[10.61], 
10.62, 
10.75 

10/06/2010 MM 1:20 S-facing S-facing profile of upper section 
through F.12 upper fills 

 32 10 10.161, 
(10.152) 26/06/2010 MKP 1:10 N-facing 

N-facing profile of a stony deposit in 
centre of C.10.161 fill in base of sub-
broch passage-didn't develop into a 
structure or slabbing 

 33 9 

(10.182), 
10.183, 
10.184, 
10.90, 
10.186 

30/06/2010 SB 1:20 E-facing 
E-facing section in T1 I-m gal #1 
passage showing F.46, N extension of 
F.16 

 34 10 (10.163), 
10.178 30/06/2010 SB 1:10 E-facing Section through pit, F.40 below I-m gal 

#3 passage 

 


