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Summary 
 
Desk-based assessment and metal detector survey was undertaken on two sites to meet planning 
conditions on the construction of houses at Balnafettach Farm, Cromdale.  
 
The survey discovered fifteen items of minor interest, none of them relating to the battlefield site close by. 
 
No further work is recommended.         
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Location 
 
The development sites are (1) at Balnabodach, Haugh Road, Cromdale (12/03520/FUL) at approx. NJ 
0774 2832, which lies at about 200m above sea level; and (2) adjoining the Old Inn, Cromdale 
(12/03521/FUL) at approx. NJ 0772 2886.  This lies at about 208m above sea level. 
 
 

Figure 1  Site location 
From OS mapping, reproduced under Licence.  Not to original scale 
 

Old Inn 

Balnabodach 
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Figure 2  Site plan:  Balnabodach, Haugh Road, Cromdale (12/03520/FUL) at approx. NJ 0774 2832 
 

 
 
Figure 3  Site plan: Adjoining the Old Inn, Cromdale (12/03521/FUL) at approx. NJ 0772 2886 
 
Maps reproduced courtesy of client.  Not reproduced to scale 
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Aims and objectives 
 
• To minimise any possible delay or cost to the development by anticipating archaeological 

requirements as far as possible, timetabling and integrating archaeological recording work with the 
project, and dealing with any issues arising quickly and efficiently. 

 
• To determine as far as possible the character, extent, condition, date and significance of any 

archaeologically significant remains; and to record these where necessary in line with national and 
local policies and standards.  

 

Legislation and Policy  
The common principles underlying international conventions, national legislation and local authority 
planning policies are that cultural heritage assets should be identified in advance of development and 
safeguarded where practicable; if disturbance is unavoidable appropriate recording of features and 
recovery of portable artefacts should take place.  These have been set out in international and European 
Union agreements, and UK and Scottish legislation, as well as national and local planning policies1. 

Professional standards during the present project will be secured by adherence to the Codes of Conduct 
and Approved Practice and Standards of the Institute for Archaeologists2 and the Highland Council’s 
Standards for Archaeological Work. 
 

Archaeology background 
 

1 International policy includes the European Convention on the Protection of the Archaeological Heritage (the Valletta 
Convention), ratified by the UK government in 2000; European Directives incorporated into UK legislation include the 
Environmental Impact Assessment (Scotland) Regulations 2011 

Key UK legislation includes The Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 1979 which covers any monument ‘of 
national importance’ and requires Historic Scotland’s consent for any works affecting it.  The Town and Country Planning 
(Scotland) Act 1997 and the Planning etc (Scotland) Act 2006 confirm that the historic environment (whether covered by 
statutory protection or not) is a material consideration in the planning process.   

Planning policy includes the Scottish Government’s Scottish Planning Policy (SPP 2010).  This defines the ‘historic 
environment’and indicates that where preservation is not possible, planning authorities should ensure that procedures are in place 
in order that appropriate excavation, recording, analysis, publication and archiving is undertaken before and/or during 
development and that the developer has made appropriate provision for this.  Historic Scotland’s policies and guidance are set out 
in Scottish Historic Environment Policy (SHEP) 2009, and Managing Change in the Historic Environment series (2010). 

The Highland Council’s Highland-wide Local Development Plan (HwLDP) (2010, adopted 2012) encourages appropriate 
developments while protecting archaeology and built heritage 
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The proposed development includes the construction of houses and associated services on two separate 
sites at Balnafettach Farm, Cromdale.  No features of archaeological significance have been previously 
recorded within either site, but archaeological fieldwork was requested in this case because the farm lies 
on the supposed battlefield of Cromdale (centred at NJ 091 280), which took place on 1 May 1690.   This 
is included in Historic Scotland’s Inventory of Historic Battlefields, which describes it as follows: 
 

The Battle of Cromdale was the final battle fought on the British mainland in support of the first Jacobite 
Rising. It was fought between a small force of Jacobite Highlanders under the command of Major-General 
Thomas Buchan and a Government army of dragoons and infantry under Sir Thomas Livingstone. 
The Government troops inflicted a crushing defeat upon the Jacobite forces, and they would subsequently 
disperse. Although James’ Irish campaign was to continue for another year, the Jacobites in Scotland were 
unable to mount another major campaign of resistance until 1715. 

 
The Inventory considers that 

 
It is reasonable to expect to find remains from the engagement. The Jacobites were encamped in the area 
which would allow for the deposition of materials over a period of time. The surprise attack by the 
government force led to disorganised hand-to-hand fighting between foot soldiers and mounted troops. In 
the confusion of the surprise attack and retreat into the hills, a variety of physical remains would have 
been lost, dropped or abandoned, including items of camp equipment as well as spent and dropped 
ammunition, damaged weapons, personal accoutrements like buckles and buttons, and cavalry items like 
horseshoes, nails and other hardware.  Furthermore, the naturally boggy soil conditions might have allowed 
for the preservation of organic materials not often found on drier sites. 

 
However the battle clearly ranged over a considerable area, and it seems to have been fought mainly on 
the Haughs of Cromdale, to the south-east of the development sites investigated here. 
 

 
 
Figure 4  Extract from 1st edition OS 6 inch (1:10560) map, surveyed 1869-71 
Elgin sheet XXXIII.  Not reproduced to scale.  
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Method 
 

Desk Based Assessment and Initial Recording 
 
Relevant archaeological / historical records, maps and aerial photographs were checked, and photographs 
were taken to record the site as found. 

Metal Detector Survey 
 
The survey was undertaken on the 28th February 2013.  The weather was cold and overcast with light rain 
around mid-day. The ground was solid in places due to hard penetrating frost, making excavation difficult 
in some areas.  
 
All metal detector signals were checked, although excavation was confined to the topsoil: any found to 
extend into the subsoil were left.  All items found were recovered with the exception of modern 
aluminium cans.  
 
The areas investigated are as shown in Figure 2 and 3. The more northerly and larger site at the Old Inn 
was investigated first, followed by the Balnabodach site. 
 
The method adopted was as set out in the Project Design previously approved by all parties3.  
 

The Old Inn 
 
Upon arrival a basic walk-over survey was undertaken to identify any features visible on the surface. One 
such feature was observed:  a dry stone wall or dike running NW-SE cutting across the South end of the 
site across proposed access track (Photo 2-4). 
  
Three base lines were established for systematic survey of the site. For the main northerly area a datum 
point (Point 0) was established from the west road side corner shown on OS map (Figure 5). Tapes were 
run along the fence line for 70 meters in approximately NE direction, changing angle with the fence. 
Transects were set out at 90ᵒ from this line at 10m intervals (at 2, 12, 22, 32, 42, 52 and 62 meters) 
(Figure 5).   A general sweep of the far NE corner was also conducted (hashed area).   The metal 
detectorist undertook two sweeps on each transept one on each side of the line to ensure good coverage of 
the site. Five items were recovered from the main Inn site, and are listed below (Table 1). 
  
Another base line was set up from Point 1, this being the SE corner of the adjacent property’s garden, 
22.3m SE of point 1, and shown on the current OS maps.   From this point a tape was run along the back 
fences of two properties and measurements taken at 90ᵒ from this line. The track line was swept 
thoroughly by the metal detectorist, and eight items were recovered from the track area.  
 

3 Wood J  2013 Balnaettach: Project Design, Method Statement and Risk Assessment, Highland Archaeology 
Services Report HAS130204, Cromarty, Scotland 
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Figure 5  Old Inn site showing base line points and transects taken. 

 
The final area to be investigated at the Old Inn site was the entrance off the main road. The original 
proposal was for a single transept running down the centre of the proposed track.   However, after on site 
consultation with the client, it was agreed that a wider area should be included.  Four transects were 
therefore undertaken.   A base line was set up from Point 2, this being the most westerly point of the open 
area that the track will run through. A tape was run along the roadside fence line (running NE) and 
transects taken off this at 90ᵒ every 10m at 5, 15, 25 and 35 meters.   The metal detectorist undertook two 
sweeps on each transept one on each side of the line to ensure good coverage of the site.  
 
One item was recovered from this area.   However, an old fence had been dumped near the middle of this 
area and it was not possible to move it.  This made surveying some parts (approximately 5x3m) 
impossible.  
 

Balnabodach 
 
This was a small area, well defined by fences on three sides and a burn on the fourth. Upon arrival as at 
the Old Inn site a basic walk over was undertaken initially to identify any features visible on the surface. 
No such features were observed. 
 
Point 3 was taken from the most westerly corner closest to the road and bordering the adjacent property 
(Figure 6). The base line was run from here SE along the fence line and transects taken at 90ᵒ every 10m 
at 10, 20, 30, 40 and 50 meters. The metal detectorist undertook two sweeps on each transect, one on each 
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side of the line to ensure good coverage of the site. Much of the central portion of this site was covered in 
tall stiff reeds, and this made transects at 20, 30 and 40 meters very difficult.  One item was recovered 
from this area.        
 

 
Figure 6 Balnabodach site showing base line point, transects and find F15. 

  

Results 
 

Features 
 
One archaeological feature was identified during the walk-over survey of the Old Inn site.   This was an 
old dike, running NW-SE over the S end of the site, across the proposed access track. This was a dry 
stone feature constructed of large to fist-sized (approx 10 – 20 cm diameter) stones, and now in a poor 
state. The overall maximum height was 0.6m with an original width of c.0.7m.   Tumbled areas spread to 
2m across.  Also present on top of this feature was a large concrete trough and cover (Photo 2-4).         
 

Finds 
 
Fifteen artefacts were recovered from the Old Inn site.  These vary in size from 3cm to 45cm across and 
are described in Table 1 below.   The majority are iron and include hinges and an old penny.   The only 
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item noted at the Balnabodach site was a modern round drinks can top.  All appear to be of 20th c. or later 
agricultural origin. 
 
 
Table 1:  Finds 
 
Find Number Area Find 
1 Old Inn:  Main site Thick Iron Bar with square socket at one end 
2 Old Inn:  Main site Iron hoop/oval with small foot 
3 Old Inn:  Main site Iron hoop/oval with small foot 
4 Old Inn:  Main site Modern 1 pence coin 1988 
5 Old Inn:  Main site Section of bent lead pipe   
 
6 Old Inn:  Back Track Large Iron hinge with square sectioned bolt and nut 
7 Old Inn:  Back Track Round badly worn coin, copper alloy probably old penny 

unknown date. 
8 Old Inn:  Back Track Heavily corroded and misshapen iron sheet  
9 Old Inn:  Back Track Small heavily corroded and misshapen iron sheet 
10 Old Inn:  Back Track Small round sectioned socket with hook shaped openings 

on sides.   
11 Old Inn:  Back Track Long thin Iron bar with 90+ degree bend and rivets. Badly 

corroded.  
12 Old Inn:  Back Track Arrow shaped flat peace of Iron, badly corroded 
13 Old Inn:  Back Track Copper alloy strap-end or knife 
 
14 Old Inn:  Entrance 

Track 
Pulley with screw base and wheel in good condition. 
Modern Alloy  

 
15 Balnabodach Round drinks can top, Aluminium 
   
 

 
Plate 1  Find F13:  Copper alloy  strap-end or knife 
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Plate 2  Find  F7:  Round badly worn coin, copper alloy: probably old penny of unknown date.  No 
discernible design on either side 
 

 
Figure 7  North end of Old Inn site showing location of finds F1 - F6. 
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Figure 8  South end of Old Inn site showing location of finds F6 – F14. 
 

 
Figure 9 Balnabodach site showing location of find F15 
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Discussion 

Features 
The ruinous dry stone wall or dike with trough (Photos 2-4) is difficult to date. It appears to follow the 
line of a field boundary shown on the 1st edition OS 6 inch map, surveyed in 1869-71 (Figure 10) but the 
feature itself may well have been replaced on the same alignment since that time. The trough is a single 
large concrete cast which has been placed on the wall after its collapse.  We understand that part of the 
wall will be unavoidably destroyed to gain access to the site, and the trough will be moved.  
 

Finds 
As can be seen in Figure 9 there is no clear pattern to the distribution of finds. Only one find was 
recovered from the Balnabodach site and although some of the central portion of the area was obstructed 
by vegetation it seems fair to conclude it was largely clear. Finds from both sites appear to date from the 
19th century or later, and there was nothing indicative of the battle of Cromdale or other significant 
events. The greatest concentration of finds was at the Old Inn site, at the south end of the proposed 
roadway. This probably represents an area of former dumping. Indeed all along the proposed track there 
was evidence for modern dumping and burning from nearby properties and in the zone between the road 
and the south end of the track the remains of a wire fence had been abandoned.   All the material 
recovered probably represents such activity. 
 

Conclusions and Recommendations 
 
All material recovered during this survey suggests modern dumping and casual loss of material from the 
settlement close by.   No evidence was found to suggest any activity from the battle took place at either 
the Old Inn or Balnabodach sites, but any artefacts present could well have been removed subsequently. 
 
The desk-based assessment found no further evidence of battlefield or other activity, and overall we do 
not recommend any further archaeological investigation at either of the sites investigated.   
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Appendix 1: Photographs 
 

Table 2: Photographs  
 

CBA13 
 

Cromdale Balnafettach 

   Photo number Facing Subject 
P1 NE General view of Old Inn site 
P2 NW Dyke with trough in foreground 
P3 SW Dyke looking down track 
P4 SW Trough with 1m pole 
P5 NNW Site with tape lines 

    
 

 
Figure 9 Photo points 
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Plate 3  General view of Old Inn site 
 

 
Plate 4  Dyke with concrete trough in foreground  
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Plate 5  Dyke looking down track, 1m scale 

 

 
Plate 6  Trough with 1m scale 
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Plate 7  Old Inn site – entrance 
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