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1 Introduction 

1.1 Background 

1.1.1 Coriolis Energy Ltd (Coriolis, the Agent) is applying for planning permission on behalf of Dell 
Wind Farm Ltd (the Applicant) from The Highland Council (THC) under the Town and Country 
Planning (Scotland) Act for a development called Dell Wind Farm (hereafter referred to as the 
Proposed Development

1
).   The Proposed Development is located at a site approximately 11km 

east of Fort Augustus in Inverness-shire (hereafter referred to as the application site
2
) (see 

Figure 1.1 Volume III).  

1.1.2 The Proposed Development comprises 14 wind turbines and associated infrastructure.  The 
turbines are expected to have a generating capacity of about 3 megawatts (MW) each, resulting 
in a total generating capacity of about 42 MW. This will be dependent on the final choice of 
turbine to best match site conditions and following a competitive tender process.  

1.1.3 This Environmental Statement (hereafter referred to as the ES) presents the results and 
conclusions of the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) undertaken to determine the 
potential significant effects, both adverse and beneficial, of the Proposed Development.  It also 
seeks to identify measures to avoid, reduce, compensate or offset any potentially significant 
adverse effects.  The ES concludes by identifying and assessing the residual effects of the 
Proposed Development. 

1.1.4 Jacobs (formerly SKM Enviros (SKME)) was commissioned by the Applicant in February 2012 
to lead the EIA process and to independently produce this ES. 

1.1.5 This introductory chapter summarises the experience of the Agent (Section 1.2), the nature of 
the Proposed Development (Section 1.3) and the EIA team involved together with the purpose 
and structure of this ES (Section 1.4).  Section 1.5 provides information on where the planning 
application and supporting documentation, including this ES, will be available to view. 

1.2 The Agent 

1.2.1 Coriolis is a specialist onshore wind farm development company within the UK, founded by a 
group of experienced wind farm development professionals.  To date the company has been 
responsible for the successful development of a number of projects.  Dell Wind Farm Ltd is a 
project-specific subsidiary of Coriolis. 

1.2.2 Coriolis is active on many renewable energy policy and planning groups and is represented in 
major trade associations.  The project managers have extensive experience of EIA work.  
Further background information is available at www.coriolis-energy.com.   

1.2.3 Overall the Coriolis team has the skills and resources to develop complex wind farm projects, 
and benefits from the team’s combined experience in the technical and planning issues relating 
to onshore wind energy development, essential for delivering robust wind farm proposals.   

 

                                                      
1
 The Proposed Development comprises the wind turbines and associated infrastructure which is described in outline below and in 

further detail in Chapter 4. 
2
 Application site relates to the location where the Proposed Development will be built and is delineated by the site boundary. 
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1.3 The Proposed Development 

The Application Site 

1.3.1 The application site is located c 9.8km south east of Dell House within the Dell Estate. The 
application site lies on the western edge of the Monadhliath Mountains, arranged across gently 
rolling plateau upland to the south of Carn Dubh (762m Above Ordnance Datum (AOD) – OS ref 
NH 51267 09300 and extending to Cairn Easgann Bana (779m AOD – OS ref NH 48502 06330) 
and Coire Odhar in the south (715m AOD - OS ref NH 50197 05690). 

1.3.2 The application site occupies a total area of 577 hectares (ha) (c. 1426 acres) and currently 
forms part of a sporting estate. The application site comprises two sections: an access corridor 
(332 ha) and a wind turbine area (245 ha). The access corridor runs through rough grazing, 
forestry and moorland, partly along an existing access track. Wet dwarf-shrub heath is the main 
habitat within the access corridor. Most of the wind turbine area is characterised by peatland 
habitats, notably blanket bog. 

1.3.3 The wind turbine area drains the two surface water catchments of Allt Breineag and Allt Odhor, 
both of which ultimately flow to Loch Ness via the River Foyers. 

1.3.4 Further information on the site is provided under the ‘Baseline Description’ section for each 
assessment in Chapters 6 to 16. 

Outline Project Description 

1.3.5 It is currently anticipated the main elements of the wind farm will comprise: 

 Fourteen (14) wind turbines each with an anticipated rated capacity of about 3 MW and up 
to 130.5m in height to tip; 

 Foundations supporting the wind turbines; 

 Associated crane hardstandings (used during construction, operation, repair and 
decommissioning). Indicative locations are shown on Figure 4.1 Volume III; 

 Transformers (one per turbine) which  will be housed externally, next to the base of the 
turbine;  

 One new access bell mouth arrangement leading to a new track to serve the wind farm 
development from/onto the B862; 

 Two new access bell mouth arrangements from/onto the unclassified Killiechoilum/Ardochy 
road; 

 A new bridge across the river Allt Breineag between the B862 and the unclassified 
Killiechoilum/Ardochy road; 

 18.9km of access tracks within the application site from the B862, linking the infrastructure 
and the turbines. These are referred to as ‘field access’ to the north of the unclassified road 
to Killiechoilum / Ardochy; ‘estate access’ i.e. the upgrade of the existing estate track and 
‘hill access’;  

 Three borrow pits (c. 10ha, 13ha and 56ha in area); 

 Underground cabling within the application site, running in trenches alongside the access 
tracks where possible; 

 A permanent anemometry mast (up to 80m) with associated foundations and hardstanding; 

 A substation and compound including electrical metering, stores and offices;  

 A control building containing stores, offices and welfare facilities; 
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 Three temporary construction compounds and a temporary security office; and 

 A temporary anemometry mast (up to 80m) during the construction period for calibration 
purposes.  This will be moved between turbine locations as required. 

1.3.6 The construction period will be approximately 18 months and it is anticipated that the Proposed 
Development will operate for a 25 year period. After this, the turbines will be decommissioned 
unless a planning application has been made to repower the development. For the purposes of 
this assessment it is assumed that the wind farm will be decommissioned. Further details of the 
Proposed Development are presented in Chapter 4: Project Description.  

1.3.7 The grid connection will be the subject of a separate consent obtained by the electricity network 
operator under a separate consenting regime and is therefore not assessed as part of this 
application.  

1.4 The Environmental Impact Assessment 

1.4.1 The EIA for the Proposed Development has been undertaken by the team shown in Table 1.1 
on behalf of the Applicant. In addition to acting as Lead EIA consultant, Jacobs has provided 
some of the required technical input to the EIA and co-ordinated other specialist consultants.    

Table 1.1 Contributors to the EIA 

Discipline Author Qualifications 

Lead EIA Consultant Jacobs EIA Quality Mark Registrant 

Planning and Policy Context Jacobs 
BSc (Hons) Zoology, MA Town and 
Country Planning 

Landscape and Visual Assessment Jacobs 
BA (Hons) Landscape Architecture, MA 
Landscape Architect, Member of the 
Landscape Institute 

Non-avian Ecology Jacobs 

BSc (Hons) Environmental Science, 
MSc Conservation, Member of the 
Chartered Institute of Ecology and 
Environmental Management 

Ornithology Haworth Conservation 
BSc Geology, MSc Landscape Ecology, 
PhD Moorland Management 

Archaeology and Cultural Heritage Headland Archaeology 

BA (Hons) Medieval History, MA 
Archaeology,  PhD Archaeology,  
Fellow of the Society of Antiquities of 
Scotland, Member of the Institute for 
Archaeologists 

Hydrology, Hydrogeology and Geology Jacobs BEng (Hons) Environmental Engineering 

Noise  Jacobs 

BSc (Hons) Environmental Life Science 
MSc Environmental Management 
Post Graduate Diploma in Acoustics 
and Noise Control 
Certificate of Competence in 
Environmental Noise Monitoring 
Corporate Member of the Institute of 
Acoustics 
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Discipline Author Qualifications 

Traffic and Transportation Jacobs 

BEng (Hons) Civil Engineering  

MSc Transport Engineering & Planning  

Member  of the Chartered Institute of 
Logistics and Transport (MCILT) 

Member of the Chartered Institution of 
Highways & Transportation (MI 

Telecommunications, Aviation and Air 
Defence 

Aviatica, Jacobs 
MA (Hons) Politics, MSc Rural and 
Regional Resources Planning 

Socio-economics Jacobs 

BSc (Hons) Chemistry, MSc Pollution 
and Environmental Control, Member of 
the Institute of Water and Environmental 
Management 

Waste Jacobs BSc (Hons) Geography 

Climate Change Jacobs 
BVMS Veterinary Medicine & Surgery, 
MSc Environmental Studies 

Peat Slide Risk Assessment, Borrow Pit 
Assessment and Peat Management Plan 

SLR Consulting 
BSc Hons Geology, MSc Environmental 
Technology and Engineering, Fellow of 
the Geological Society 

 

1.4.2 The purpose of the ES is to inform the decision as to whether planning permission should be 
granted for the Proposed Development. This ES has been produced to provide information to 
the local planning authority, statutory consultees, local residents and other interested parties 
about the Proposed Development and its likely environmental effects.   

1.4.3 The EIA has been undertaken in accordance with the Town and Country Planning 
(Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2011 (S.I.  2011 No. 139) 
(hereafter referred to as ‘the EIA Regulations’).  

1.4.4 The ES for the Proposed Development comprises five volumes: 

 Environmental Statement Volume I: Non-Technical Summary; 

 Environmental Statement Volume II: Environmental Statement (main volume); 

 Environmental Statement Volume III: Figures;  

 Environmental Statement Volume IV: Technical Appendices; and 

 Environmental Statement Volume V: Confidential Appendix. 

1.4.5 The main volume of the ES contains 18 chapters in total, with nine specific topic chapters 
covering the potential effects associated with the Proposed Development (which respond to and 
take account of the scoping opinion received from the Scottish Ministers and THC – see 
Chapter 3: EIA Process and Consultation) and grouped under the following headings: 

 Landscape and Visual Assessment (Chapter 6); 

 Non-avian Ecology (Chapter 7); 

 Ornithology (Chapter 8);   

 Archaeology and Cultural Heritage (Chapter 9);  

 Hydrology, Hydrogeology and Geology (Chapter 10);  

 Noise (Chapter 11);  

 Traffic and Transportation (Chapter 12);  

 Telecommunications, Aviation and Air Defence) (Chapter 13);  
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 Socio-economics (Chapter 14); 

 Waste (Chapter 15); and 

 Climate Change (Chapter 16). 

1.4.6 Chapter 17 provides a summary of the mitigation measures proposed in each of the specific 
topic chapters. The measures proposed cover each of the phases of the Proposed 
Development: i.e. construction; operation; and decommissioning as described in Chapter 4: 
Project Description.  

1.4.7 Chapter 18 presents the glossary for the ES. 

1.4.8 In terms of format, each topic chapter describes the relevant parts of the existing 
background/baseline environment, the aspects of the environment likely to be significantly 
affected by the development, the methodologies used to assess the magnitude and significance 
of those effects (including associated guidance), a description of the proposed measures to 
reduce or mitigate (where appropriate) any significant effects and any likely residual effects. 

1.4.9 Cumulative effects with other wind farms (i.e. those built, consented but not yet built and those 
for which planning applications have been submitted but not yet determined (See Chapter 3: 
EIA Process and Consultation), have been assessed, for example for potential noise, 
landscape, traffic, ecological and ornithological effects. Cumulative effects are addressed in 
each individual topic chapter. 

1.4.10 Introductory chapters are provided to describe the processes associated with Site Selection and 
Design Evolution (Chapter 2), to outline the EIA and Consultation Process (Chapter 3), to 
provide a description of the Proposed Development (Chapter 4), and to outline the planning 
and policy context (Chapter 5). 

1.4.11 The Non-technical Summary (NTS) has been produced to provide a summary of the Proposed 
Development and the potential environmental effects that may result, using non-technical 
language and which can be read independently of the ES.  

1.5 Commenting on the Planning Application 

1.5.1 The planning application and supporting documentation for the Proposed Development, 
including this ES, will be available to view at the following locations during normal opening 
hours: 

 

The Highland Council 
Glenurquhart Road 
Inverness 
IV3 5NX 
 

The Highland Council 
Fort Augustus Service Point 
Memorial Hall 
Fort Augustus 
PH32 4DJ 
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1.5.2 Hard copies of the ES can be purchased from Coriolis, and are available at cost for £400 for a 
paper copy or £10 on CD (including VAT). Copies of the NTS are available free of charge one 
per applicant.  All documents can be obtained by writing to: 

Coriolis Energy Ltd 
Suite 406-407 Baltic Chambers 
50, Wellington Street 
Glasgow 
G2 6HJ 
 

1.5.3 The ES will also be available to view on THC’s e-planning website 
(http://wam.highland.gov.uk/wam).  
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9. Archaeology and Cultural Heritage 

9.1. Introduction 

9.1.1. This chapter presents an assessment of the potential effects of the Proposed Development on 
the historic environment.  The objectives of this assessment are to: 

 Describe the location, nature and extent of any known heritage assets or areas of 

archaeological potential which may be affected by the Proposed Development;  

 Provide an assessment of the importance of these assets;  

 Assess the likely scale of any impacts on the historic environment posed by the 

development;  

 Outline suitable mitigation measures to avoid, reduce or offset significant adverse effects; 

and 

 Provide an assessment of any residual effects remaining after mitigation.  

9.1.2. A cultural heritage asset (or historic asset) is defined as any element of the historic environment 
which is of sufficient cultural significance to merit consideration in the planning process. The 
historic environment includes elements of the built heritage (ancient monuments, archaeological 
sites and landscapes, historic buildings, townscapes, parks, gardens and designed landscapes, 
marine heritage); patterns in the landscape such as the layout of fields and roads; and the 
context or setting of historic features including their historical, artistic, literary, linguistic and 
scenic associations (Scottish Historic Environment Policy, Historic Scotland 2011, 5). The 
cultural heritage assessment includes both designated and undesignated assets. Designated 
assets comprise Scheduled Monuments, Listed Buildings, World Heritage Sites, Conservation 
Areas, Inventory Gardens and Designed Landscapes and Inventory Historic Battlefields. The 
majority of heritage assets are not designated: some undesignated assets are recorded in 
Historic Environment Records or Sites and Monuments Records (HERs/SMRs) maintained by 
local authorities and other agencies, but many others are unrecorded. ‘Sites’ recorded in HERs 
and SMRs are not necessarily considered to be heritage assets, since they include features 
which, for instance, may have been entirely removed, or may be of uncertain location, dubious 
identification or negligible cultural significance. The identification of heritage assets is therefore 
largely a matter of professional judgement. 

9.2. Policy, Legislation and guidance 

9.2.1. The assessment has been undertaken with reference to relevant legislation, National Planning 
Policy and Guidance, and Regional and Local Planning Policy relating to cultural heritage. 

Legislation 

9.2.2. Scheduled Monuments and Listed Buildings are protected by statute. Legislation regarding 
Scheduled Monuments is contained within The Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas 
Act 1979. Legislation regarding Listed Buildings is contained in The Planning (Listed Buildings 
and Conservation Areas) (Scotland) Act 1997. Technical amendments to both Acts are 
contained in The Historic Environment (Amendment) (Scotland) Act 2011. Under this legislation 
it is an offence to carry out works which affect the fabric of a Scheduled Monument or Listed 
Building without the prior written consent of the Scottish Ministers. 



   
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
Chapter 9: Archaeology and Cultural Heritage 

Page 9-2 

Dell Wind Farm 
Environmental Statement 

National Planning Policy and Guidance 

9.2.3. The Scottish Government’s planning policies in relation to cultural heritage are set out in 
paragraphs 138-151 of Scottish Planning Policy (The Scottish Government, June 2014), and 
covered in more detail in Scottish Historic Environment Policy (Historic Scotland, December 
2011) and Planning Advice Note 2/2011: Planning and Archaeology. Further specific guidance 
is given in Historic Scotland’s Managing Change in the Historic Environment series of guidance 
notes, of which Setting (Historic Scotland 2010) is particularly relevant. 

Regional and Local Planning Policy 

9.2.4. The Proposed Development lies within The Highland Council (THC) region. The relevant 
planning policies are listed below and considered in detail in Chapter 5: Planning Policy and 
Context. With regard to the cultural heritage assessment, the following policies have been 
consulted: 

 Highland-wide Local Development Plan (April 2012) Policy 57 Natural, Built and Cultural 

Heritage; and 

 The Inner Moray Firth Proposed Local Development Plan (November 2013). 

9.3. Methodology 

The Assessment Process 

9.3.1. The assessment comprises the following stages: 

1) Identification of heritage assets potentially affected by the Proposed Development; 

2) Selection of assets that require assessment; 

3) Definition of baseline conditions; 

4) Identification of potential impacts resulting from the Proposed Development; 

5) Assessment of sensitivity of cultural heritage assets affected by the Proposed 

Development; 

6) Assessment of the magnitude of identified impacts; 

7) Assessment of the significance of impacts; 

8) Application of mitigation measures and recognition of residual effects; 

9) Identification of any limitations of the assessment; and 

10) Assessment of cumulative impacts. 

Study areas 

9.3.2. The inner study area corresponds to potential areas of impact within the application site. Within 
this area, all cultural heritage assets are assessed for construction and operational effects. 

9.3.3. The outer study area extends to 20km from the proposed turbines, which is taken as the 
maximum extent of potentially significant effects on the settings of heritage assets. Within the 
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outer study area, assets have been included in the assessment according to the following 
criteria, which have been chosen to ensure that all significant impacts are recognised: 

 Up to 5km from proposed turbines: all Scheduled Monuments, Listed Buildings, 

Conservation Areas, Inventory Gardens and Designed Landscapes, Inventory Battlefields 

and undesignated assets of national importance or which have a wider landscape setting 

that contributes substantially to its cultural significance. 

 Up to 20km from proposed turbines: any asset which is considered exceptionally important, 

and where long-distance views from or towards the asset are thought to be particularly 

sensitive, in the opinion of the assessor or consultees. 

Data Sources 

9.3.4. The baseline for the inner study area has been informed by a comprehensive desk-based study, 
based on all readily available documentary sources, following the Institute for Archaeologists’ 
(IfA) Standard and Guidance (Institute for Archaeologists, 1994) for archaeological desk-based 
assessment. The following sources of information were referred to: 

 Spatial datasets and descriptions of designated assets from the website of Historic 

Scotland; 

 National Monuments Record of Scotland (NMRS); 

 THC Historic Environment Record (HER); 

 Vertical aerial photographs held by the Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical 

Monuments of Scotland (RCAHMS); 

 Maps held by the National Library of Scotland; 

 Ordnance Survey Name Books; 

 Relevant internet resources, and 

 Accessible published sources and unpublished archaeological reports. 

9.3.5. A targeted walkover survey of the Inner Study Area was carried out on 2
nd

 to 4
th
 May 2012 with 

an additional walkover of the area of the northern access track on the 7
th
 May 2013. These 

surveys were guided by modern mapping and a handheld GPS (geographic positioning system). 
The intention of these walkovers was to assess the presence or absence, character, extent and 
condition of known assets and to identify any previously unrecorded assets. Conditions were 
bright and sunny for both walkover surveys. The results of these surveys are incorporated into 
the undesignated assets recorded in the inner study area. 

Consultation 

Consultee Issues raised Action taken 

Historic 
Scotland 

Requested “that the visualisations 
produced in the LVA are used to inform and 
assessment of the potential impact on the 
setting of the [Urquhart] Castle and with the 
findings reported in the Cultural Heritage 
section.” 

The zone of theoretical visibility (ZTV) and the 
photomontage for Urquhart  Castle produced as 
part of the Landscape and Visual Assessment  
Chapter 6) have been used to inform the 
assessment of operational effects on the setting of 
the castle in paragraphs 9.5.16 – 9.5.19. 
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Consultee Issues raised Action taken 

 

Views of the Proposed Development from 
Urquhart Castle were recognised as a key 
consideration at the layout design stage and the 
design was amended to ensure that there is no 
visibility of the turbines from the castle. 

THC Historic 
Environment 
Team  

THC Historic Environment Team stated that 
“all potential direct and indirect impacts 
should be clearly laid out in the EIA. 
Appropriate mitigation should be devised 
which states how impacts are to be avoided 
or reduced.” 

 

They also stated that “it is possible that a 
development in this location could affect 
the setting of cultural heritage resources 
across a wide area beyond the boundary of 
the EIA search area and the development 
site. The ZTV employed in the landscape 
and visual assessment should be used to 
identify all such potential impacts on the 
setting of cultural heritage features” 

All potential direct and indirect effects on cultural 
heritage assets are set out in Section 9.5 
Predicted Impacts. 

Appropriate mitigation is proposed in Section 9.6. 

 

 

 

The ZTV has been used to identify potential 
impacts on the setting of cultural heritage assets in 
Figure 9.2 Volume IV and in paragraphs 9.5.7 – 

9.5.19, 

 

Definition of baseline conditions 

Known heritage assets within the inner study area 

9.3.6. Heritage assets within the inner study area have been assigned an ‘Asset’ number (prefixed A 
for Asset). A single Asset number can refer to a group of related features, which may be 
recorded separately in the HER and other data sources. Assets within the inner study area are 
shown in Figure 9.1 Volume III, with detailed descriptions compiled in a gazetteer (Appendix 
9.2 Volume IV, Table 1). 

9.3.7. Cultural heritage constraint areas have been defined as areas within which works could 
potentially lead to a significant impact (in terms of EIA regulations, see paragraphs 9.3.13 to 
9.3.16) on known heritage assets. 

Archaeological potential 

9.3.8. An assessment of the potential for currently unknown assets within the inner study area is 
based on an appraisal of known assets recorded in the NMRS and the HER in the inner and 
outer study areas, and the results of any previous archaeological work such as surveys, 
evaluations and excavations. Potential is here defined as the likelihood of previously unknown 
heritage assets being discovered if the entire inner study area was to be excavated 
archaeologically, and the likely cultural significance of any such assets. 

9.3.9. The distribution and character of known archaeological remains in the vicinity, and their 
correlation with environmental factors such as geology, topography and soil quality, is most 
relevant to this assessment. Attention is also given to the history of archaeological fieldwork and 
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research in the surrounding area and the likely accuracy and relevance of its results as a 
predictor of the distribution of archaeological remains within the inner study area. 

9.3.10. Land use factors affecting survival or visibility of archaeological remains are also taken into 
account. In arable farmland, for instance, upstanding features are likely to have been levelled, 
although subsurface features may survive; buried features may be visible as cropmarks; and 
artefacts or structures (such as burial cists) may be disturbed and brought to the surface by 
ploughing. In pasture that has never been subject to mechanised ploughing, upstanding 
features are likely to survive, but cropmarks and artefact scatters are not available as sources of 
information. Commercial forestry tends to be both destructive of upstanding remains, and 
presents severe problems for most archaeological survey methods.  

9.3.11. Archaeological potential is then assigned to one of the five categories outlined in Table 9.1. The 
examples are provided as an aid to decision making and allow for professional judgement to be 
exercised. 

Table 9.1 Archaeological potential 

Potential  Definition Example 

High The study area almost certainly contains 
numerous undiscovered heritage assets, 
some of which are likely to be of high 
cultural significance. 

The study area lies in an extensive area of 
cropmarks, but local land use is not conducive 
to the formation of cropmarks.  Features 
associated with the cropmarks almost certainly 
extend into the inner study area but have not 
been identified because of these local 
conditions. 

Moderate The study area is likely to contain 
undiscovered heritage assets of more 
than negligible cultural significance, and 
it is possible, though unlikely, that some 
of these may be of high cultural 
significance. 

The study area lies in an area with scattered, 
but discrete areas of prehistoric settlement, 
identified in the course of watching briefs on 
large-scale topsoil strips. No fieldwork has been 
undertaken within the inner study area. The 
topography and geology of the inner study area 
are suitable for settlement. 

Low The study area may contain 
undiscovered heritage assets, but these 
are unlikely to be numerous and any 
assets present are highly unlikely to be of 
high cultural significance. 

The study area lies in an area with very few 
known archaeological sites that has seen a 
substantial amount of fieldwork. It matches the 
tested areas in terms of topography, geology 
and known land use history. 

Negligible The study area is highly unlikely to 
contain undiscovered heritage assets of 
more than negligible cultural significance. 

The study area lies in an upland region well 
above the historic limit of cultivation with no 
sites in comparable areas nearby. 
Archaeological sites survive as upstanding 
features in the absence of agriculture and hence 
are relatively easily identified in these 
conditions. It has been subject to professional 
pre-forestry survey, which identified no new 
sites.  

Nil There is no possibility of undiscovered 
heritage assets existing within the study 
area. 

The entire study area has been subject to 
extensive ground disturbance known to have 
been of sufficient depth to remove all 
archaeological features, e.g. opencast mining. 

 



   
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
Chapter 9: Archaeology and Cultural Heritage 

Page 9-6 

Dell Wind Farm 
Environmental Statement 

Identification of relevant heritage assets in the outer study area 

9.3.12. Within the outer study area Scheduled Monuments are labelled with the Index number and 
Listed Buildings with the Historic Building number assigned to them by Historic Scotland. Initial 
appraisal of the settings of these assets has been based principally on existing descriptions in 
the NMRS and THC HER and consideration of current maps and aerial images available on the 
internet. Where this initial appraisal has identified potentially significant effects the asset has 
been visited to define baseline conditions and identify key viewpoints.  

Identification of predicted impacts 

9.3.13. Potential impacts include direct or indirect effects on the physical fabric of heritage assets, and 
effects on their settings. 

9.3.14. Construction works have the potential to damage or destroy cultural heritage assets.  Physical 
impacts on the fabric of assets may occur either as a result of the design of a development or as 
an accidental consequence e.g. of construction plant movement.  The effects may be direct, for 
instance where an archaeological deposit is removed or damaged during ground-breaking 
works; or indirect, for example where changes in hydrology lead to waterlogged archaeological 
deposits becoming desiccated and degraded.  The location and extent of disturbance, and the 
likely physical effects on both known and unknown assets, have been predicted from the 
footprint of the Proposed Development.  

9.3.15. Operational impacts relate largely to effects on the setting of heritage assets and are primarily 
(though not exclusively) a result of visual intrusion. Plans of the Proposed Development, ZTVs 
(Figures 9.2 Volume III) and the photomontage from Urquhart Castle (Figure 6.3.13b 
Volume III) have been examined in relation to the cultural heritage baseline to predict the likely 
visual effects on designated heritage assets.   

9.3.16. The way in which the sensitivity of assets, the magnitude of effects and the significance of 
impacts are laid out in detail in Appendix 9.1 Volume IV. 

Mitigation measures and recognition of residual impacts 

9.3.17. Impacts on the fabric of heritage assets can be mitigated in many cases by avoiding or 
minimising the extent of physical disturbance, and this form of mitigation is proposed where 
possible. 

9.3.18. In other cases where mitigation by avoidance is impossible or not justified by the significance of 
the impact, proposals are made for mitigation by an appropriate level of survey, excavation, 
recording, analysis and publication of the results (PAN2/2011, sections 25-27). Archaeological 
investigation can reduce the effects on the cultural significance of an asset as a source of 
information about the past (broadly corresponding to ‘intrinsic characteristics’), although it does 
not eliminate those effects, since the possibility of future investigation with alternative 
techniques or perspectives is lost.  

Assessment of Cumulative Effects 

9.3.19. Cumulative effects can occur when other existing or proposed developments would also be 
visible in views that are relevant to the setting of a heritage asset. Cumulative effects are 
considered in cases where an impact of more than negligible significance has been predicted on 
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the setting of a heritage asset as a result of the Proposed Development. Other existing or 
proposed wind energy developments are included in the cumulative assessment where they 
also lie within 5km of the asset or within 20km in cases where an asset’s wider landscape 
setting is judged to be exceptionally sensitive. A cumulative effect is considered to occur where 
the magnitude of the combined effect of two or more developments is greater than that of the 
developments considered separately. 

9.4. Baseline Conditions 

Previous Investigations 

9.4.1. Previous archaeological work within the inner study area includes an archaeological desk based 
assessment and a walkover survey which were carried out in 2008 along the route of the Daviot 
to Whitebridge overhead line refurbishment (McCullagh 2009). This was followed by an 
archaeological watching brief in 2009 (Wood 2010). The route of this overhead line only crossed 
a narrow section at the northern limit of the inner study area, no cultural heritage assets were 
identified within this area. 

9.4.2. An archaeological desk based assessment and walkover survey was also carried out in 
advance of the planting of a proposed woodland at Ardochy (Farrell 2010). The study covered 
the northern part of the inner study area, from the unclassified road to Killiecholium /Ardochy 
southeast to approximately NH48195 11250.  One previously unrecorded asset within the inner 
study area – the Killiechoilum mill pond and lade (A1) – was identified during the course of 
Farrell’s survey. 

Known heritage assets within the inner study area 

9.4.3. There are no designated cultural heritage assets within the inner study area. 

9.4.4. A total of six cultural heritage assets have been identified within the inner study area (Table 9.2, 
Figure 9.1 Volume III). These include two assets recorded in THC HER and four newly-
discovered sites which were identified during the course of the current walkover survey. Full 
descriptions of these assets are provided in Appendix 9.2 Volume IV.  

9.4.5. In addition to these identified assets (A1 – A6), the remains of several 19
th
 century field walls 

and banks are present at the north end of the inner study area (Figure 9.1 Volume III). As 
these are poorly preserved remains of a common site-type, they are considered to be, at most, 
of negligible sensitivity to impacts. There is no potential for significant impacts on these assets 
from the Proposed Development; therefore they are not considered further. 

Table 9.2 Cultural Heritage Assets in the Inner Study Area 

Asset No Name Period Sensitivity 

1 Killiechoilum, mill pond 
and lade 

Modern Low 

2 Glen Brein, cairnfield Prehistoric Medium 

3 Glen Brein, possible 
clearance cairns 

Possibly prehistoric Low 

4 Glen Brein, shielings 
and enclosures 

Medieval to Post 
medieval 

Low 
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Asset No Name Period Sensitivity 

5 Glen Brein, enclosure Medieval to Post 
medieval 

Low 

6 Glen Brein, shieling Medieval to Post 
medieval 

Low 

 

Prehistoric 

9.4.6. The earliest evidence for activity in the inner study area is the Glen Brein cairnfield (A2). At least 
13 small clearance cairns were identified during the course of the walkover survey but, contrary 
to the Highland HER report (http://her.highland.gov.uk/SingleResult.aspx?uid=MHG2750, 
Accessed 16.01.14), the associated area of rig-and-furrow could not be identified on the ground 
in amongst the rank vegetation.  A previously unrecorded group of small mounds, possibly 
clearance cairns (A3), were also identified higher up Glen Brein. Clearance cairns may date 
from as early as the Neolithic period but, without excavation, their dating cannot be confirmed. 
The two cairn groups represent the remains of a phase of land clearance and improvement that 
was carried out to facilitate cultivation of this upland landscape in the 2

nd
 or 3

rd
 millennium BC. 

The contemporary settlement pattern cannot be recreated with any clarity but the presence of 
clearance cairns implies a lost settlement-focus in the vicinity, whence these fields were tilled.  

Medieval and Post-Medieval 

9.4.7. Three assets were identified during the course of the walkover survey which appear to be the 
remains of shielings and enclosures (A4, A5 & A6). Shieling huts are commonly found in upland 
areas close to localised areas of good hill pasture, and were occupied seasonally from medieval 
times into the nineteenth century. The majority were simple turf or stone huts, generally found in 
groups close to small watercourses, and survive as grassy mounds or banks. Without intrusive 
investigation the exact date of these assets cannot be confirmed. These assets are not depicted 
on the early maps or Ordnance Survey maps of the area. This, however, is more likely to reflect 
their remote upland location and their discrete nature rather than provide any indication of their 
date.  

9.4.8. Immediately to the west of the inner study area at NH4850 80970 is an area recorded as Old 
Shielings on the current 1:10,000 Ordnance Survey Map. In this area there are of approximately 
14 shieling huts and an enclosure (HER MHG251). These shielings are located in an area which 
would have been typically attractive for use as summer pasture, being close to a water course 
and overlooking the better agricultural land down slope, along the course of the Allt Breineag.  

http://her.highland.gov.uk/SingleResult.aspx?uid=MHG2750
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Modern 

9.4.9. The remains of Killiechoilum mill pond and lade (A1) are located near the north end of the inner 
study area, the lade itself continuing north towards Killiechoilum Farm. The mill pond and lade 
are depicted on the 1st edition Ordnance Survey map (1872), where it appears  to be 
channelling a stream from the hillside towards a mill at the farmstead.  The mill pond and lade 
represent part of the Improvement period landscape of the late 18

th
 or early 19

th
 century. 

9.4.10. The majority of the field banks and remains of walls which have been identified during the 
course of the fieldwork are also depicted on the 1st edition Ordnance Survey map (872) and 
appear to be related to the enclosure of land by Ardochy farm and Glenbrein Lodge. 

9.4.11. At present the inner study area is in use as a sporting estate with rough grazing and areas of 
planting for commercial forestry at lower levels. 

Potential for Undiscovered Cultural Heritage Assets within the Inner Study Area 

Archaeological evidence in the vicinity of the application site 

9.4.12.  Archaeological evidence within the surrounding 5km is limited. This may reflect the relative 
absence of development and associated archaeological fieldwork in the surrounding area, in as 
much as it reflects the upland nature of much of this area which would always have been 
unattractive to settlement and agriculture.  

9.4.13. Within 5km of the Inner study area there is little evidence of early prehistoric activity. The 
earliest evidence widely found within 5km are hut circles; 20 examples are recorded in THC 
HER. Hut circles typically date from the Bronze Age although examples of Iron Age date have 
also been identified. Hut circle settlements are often found in association with clearance cairns 
and field systems, reflecting past exploitation of these upland landscapes for stock-rearing and 
(limited) cultivation. In this area hut circles are commonly located on the lower slopes of the 
straths relatively close to water courses. The oldest assets in the inner study area, represented 
by the two groups of clearance cairns (A2 & A3), are probably of Bronze Age or later date. 

9.4.14. Interpreted as dating to the late Iron Age or early medieval period are the Pictish type burial 
bounds (SM4536) at Dell Farm. The presence of such burial mounds suggests that there would 
have been contemporary settlements in the surrounding area, although none has been recorded 
to date. There is similarly an absence of any further assets dating from the Iron Age or early 
medieval period in the archaeological record of this area.  

9.4.15. The medieval to post-medieval period within 5km of the application site is represented by 
townships and shielings. There are 9 abandoned townships within the 5km zone and it is likely 
that some of the present settlements have earlier origins. The townships are located on the 
lower slopes and floors of the straths: most were probably abandoned in the late 18

th
 to early 

19
th
 century.  The shielings are located in upland areas and represent seasonal dwellings used 

when the stock was taken to higher ground to pasture during the summer months. Shieling huts 
were in use from medieval times through to the 19

th
 century.  

9.4.16. General Wade’s Military Road, marked by the course of the modern B862 which passes along 
Stratherrick, lies immediately adjacent to the north end of the inner study area. This road was 
built in the second quarter of the 18

th
 century and linked the British government’s forts of Fort 

Augustus at the southwest end of the Great Glen with Fort George in Inverness, to the 
northeast. 
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9.4.17. The archaeological record for the surrounding area suggests that if previously unrecorded 
archaeological assets survive below ground in the inner study area, then they are most likely to 
be found at the north end of the application site on the lower slopes of the strath. Common site-
types here could comprise the ploughed over remains of prehistoric hut circles and associated 
field systems or features associated with later settlement and enclosure.  While there is 
potential for shielings on the upper slopes of the inner study area, it is probable that such assets 
would survive upstanding in the current ground conditions and would have been identified 
during the course of the walkover survey, as indeed was the case for the shielings and 
enclosures at sites A4, A5 & A6.  

Past and Present Land Use as Factors Affecting Archaeological Potential 

9.4.18. The visibility and survival of archaeological remains within the inner study area is largely 
determined by past and present land use and three main zones can be distinguished:  

1. Areas of improved pasture, where 19
th
/20

th
 century ploughing and stone-clearance has 

removed most traces of earlier occupation and cultivation. This is restricted to a number of 
fields around the northern end of the inner study area near Killiechoilum, on the floor of 
Stratherrick. Prehistoric or medieval / post-medieval remains may survive in these areas as 
buried features, but are unlikely to survive as upstanding features that can be identified from 
walkover survey or aerial photography. 

2. Open moorland above the valley floor, which has been used principally as seasonal pasture 
during the historic period. Lack of later occupation has resulted in good survival of 
upstanding archaeological features such as clearance cairns, shielings and, outwith the 
inner study area, hut circles. 

3. Area above 400m Above Ordnance Datum (AOD) where the ground rises steeply to the 
rolling plateau of the summits of the mountains of Carn Dubh (762m AOD), Cairn Easgann 
Bana (779m AOD) and Coire Odhar in the south (715m AOD). This area is above the limit 
of normal settlement activity and, in a local context, appears to be above the limit of 
seasonal shieling activity. With the exception of hill top cairns, which, if present, would be 
expected to have been identified during the course of the walkover survey, it is unlikely that 
archaeological assets would be found at this altitude. 

9.4.19. The archaeological potential of the inner study area can be grouped by these three land use 
zones. Area 1, the area of improved pasture, is of moderate potential; Area 2, the open 
moorland, is of low archaeological potential and Area 3 is of negligible archaeological potential. 
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Cultural heritage Assets in the Outer Study Area 

9.4.20. The burial mounds at Dell Farm (SM4536) are the only Scheduled Monument within 5km of the 
inner study area. The site comprises three round and four oblong burial mounds which have 
been interpreted as dating to the late Iron Age to early medieval period,  as a possible variant of 
a Pictish type of burial monument.  

9.4.21. There are four listed buildings within 5km of the inner study area: one Category A listed building, 
the Old Bridge over the River Foyers, two Category B listed buildings and one Category C listed 
building. 

9.4.22. There are no Inventory Garden and Designed Landscapes, Conservation Areas or Inventory 
Battlefields within the 5km of the inner study area.  

9.4.23. The non-designated assets within 5km of the inner study area have been considered for 
potential impacts. It is considered that no undesignated assets of national importance or which 
have a wider landscape setting that contribute substantially to their cultural significance lie 
within the ZTV of the Proposed Development. 

9.4.24. One cultural heritage asset which is more than 5km from the inner study area has been included 
in the assessment. This is Urquhart Castle which is one of Scotland’s most iconic castles and is 
a Property in Care of Historic Scotland as well as a Scheduled Monument and a Category A 
listed building. 

Table 9.3 Designated Assets included in the Assessment 

Ref  No Name Status Sensitivity 

SM4536 Dell Farm burial 
mounds 

Scheduled monument High 

HB1860 Dell Lodge and rear 
service cottages 

Category B listed 
building 

Medium 

HB1874 Old Bridge over River 
Foyers, Whitebridge 

Category A listed 
building 

High 

HB1875 New Bridge, 
Whitebridge 

Category B listed 
building 

Medium 

HB1876 Knockie Lodge Hotel Category C listed 
building 

Low 

SM90309 Urquhart Castle Property in Care, 
Scheduled monument 
and Category A listed 
building 

High 
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9.5. Predicted Impacts 

Construction 

A2 Glen Brein cairnfield 

9.5.1. The proposed estate access track passes through the centre of the Glen Brein cairnfield. The 
existing access track already crosses this area; proposed improvements to it would essentially 
involve its widening.  None of the clearance cairns recorded during the walkover survey will be 
within the construction corridor; however, there is potential for direct impacts on clearance 
cairns hidden by vegetation or on unknown subsurface assets. It is therefore considered that 
there is potential for an adverse impact of low magnitude on this cultural heritage asset of 
medium sensitivity. This will be a construction impact of minor significance on the Glen Brein 
cairnfield.  

A4 Glen Brein shielings and enclosures 

9.5.2. The proposed estate access track will be straightened and widened where it crosses the area of 
shielings and enclosures A4. However the new route will cause damage to one of the 
enclosures as it runs along the eastern bank of this enclosure and part of it would be removed. 
This will be an adverse impact of low magnitude on this asset of low sensitivity as it will remove 
part of the asset’s fabric reducing the asset’s cultural significance. There will be a construction 
impact of minor significance on the Glen Brein shielings and enclosures. 

Undiscovered Cultural Heritage Assets  

9.5.3. Effect significance cannot be meaningfully assessed for unknown assets, as neither the 
sensitivity of the receptor nor the magnitude of the effect can be known.  Consequently, only the 
likelihood of construction effects is considered here. 

9.5.4. It is considered that there is moderate potential for previously unrecorded cultural heritage 
assets to survive subsurface in the north of the inner study area (i.e. to either side of the 
unclassified road that crosses the application site, Figure 9.1 Volume III) and in areas close to 
known upstanding cultural heritage assets. It is considered that there is equally moderate 
potential that these assets will be impacted on during construction. 

9.5.5. In the middle section of the inner study area (i.e. between NH4799 1291 and NH4865 1013, 
Figure 9.1 Volume III) it is considered that there is low potential for previously unrecorded 
cultural heritage assets to survive subsurface. The exception to this is in areas close to known 
upstanding cultural heritage assets where there will be moderate potential for previously 
unrecorded assets to survive. It is considered that there will be moderate potential for 
construction impacts on assets in areas adjacent to known assets and low potential elsewhere.  

9.5.6. In the southern section of the inner study area (i.e. the area of the turbines, Figure 9.1 
Volume III) it is considered that there is negligible potential for previously unrecorded cultural 
heritage assets to be present subsurface. It is equally considered that there will be negligible 
potential for construction impacts on previously unrecorded cultural heritage assets in this area. 
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Operation 

Assets within the Inner Study Area 

A1 Killiechoilum mill pond and lade 

9.5.7. This former mill pond and lade is located at the eastern edge of the inner study area above 
Killiechoilum House. It is a functional feature which was built to supply water to the farmhouse. 
Therefore its setting does not contribute substantially to its cultural significance. The proposed 
access track would be located to the west of the enclosure and the turbines of the Proposed 
Development will be visible from the northern section of the lade at a distance of 6.7km to the 
south.    

9.5.8. This will result in change in views to and from the asset, which is assessed as an impact of 
negligible magnitude and negligible significance. 

A2 Glen Brein cairnfield 

9.5.9. This cairnfield lies on the west facing slopes of Beinn Mheadhoin from which there are views 
along Glen Brein to the north and south. This cairnfield is outwith the ZTV of the Proposed 
Development. The existing access track cuts through the area and the proposed estate access 
will also cross the cairnfield immediately to the east of the existing track. 

9.5.10. This will result in a slight change of views to and from this asset, which is assessed as an 
impact of negligible magnitude and negligible significance. 

A4 Glen Brein shielings and enclosures 

9.5.11. These shielings and enclosures lie on the west facing slopes of Glen Brein from which there are 
views over the floor of Glen Brein and along the glen to the north and south. These assets are 
outwith the ZTV of the Proposed Development. The existing access track cuts through the area 
and the proposed access track will also cross the area to the west of the existing track. 

9.5.12. This will result in a slight change of views to and from this asset, which is assessed as an 
impact of negligible magnitude and negligible significance. 

A3 A5 & A6 

9.5.13. These assets all lie outwith the ZTV of the Proposed Development and the proposed access 
track will be further away from them than the existing access track. It is therefore considered 
that there will be no impact on the setting of these cultural heritage assets. 

Assets in the Outer Study Area 

9.5.14. Of the six designated assets within the outer study area, four lie outwith the ZTV of the 
Proposed Development and views to and from these assets will not be affected (Table 9.4). 
This leaves two assets to be considered: Knockie Lodge and Urquhart Castle. 
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Table 9.4 Assets in the Middle Study Area with no visibility of the Proposed Development 

Ref  No Name Status 

SM4536 Dell Farm burial mounds Scheduled monument 

HB1860 Dell Lodge and rear service cottages Category B listed building 

HB1874 Old Bridge over River Foyers, 
Whitebridge 

Category A listed building 

HB1875 New Bridge, Whitebridge Category B listed building 

 

Knockie Lodge HB1876   

9.5.15. Knockie Lodge (HB1876) is a category C listed building, a mid- to late- 18
th
 century house which 

has seen extensive additions. The Lodge sits at the end of a private drive surrounded by 
woodland on what is almost an island between Lochs Knockie, nan Lann and Ness. The house 
faces northwest overlooking Loch Ness. The Proposed Development will be partly visible from 
the Knockie Lodge at a distance of 8.5km to the southeast to the closest turbine. At this 
distance the turbines will lie outwith the views of cultural significance to this house. It is therefore 
considered that the Proposed Development will have no impact on the cultural significance of 
Knockie Lodge. 

Urquhart Castle SM 90309 

9.5.16. Urquhart is the ruinous remains of a Castle dating from the 13
th
 to 17

th
 century. Urquhart is one 

of the largest castles in Scotland, and is now a popular visitor attraction run by Historic 
Scotland. Urquhart Castle has a tumultuous past being involved in much warlike activity 
including the Wars of Independence from England in the 14

th
 century, raids by the Lords of the 

Isles in the 15
th
 and 16

th
 centuries and was last inhabited by government troops during the 

Jacobite risings in the 1680s with the garrison finally leaving the castle in 1692 (Tabraham & 
Stewart, 1991, 13). 

9.5.17. Urquhart Castle is located on a rocky promontory on the west banks of Loch Ness. The location 
affords it wide views along the Great Glen to the south and north and to the rising hills to the 
east. The view to the west is somewhat restricted by the steeply rising sides of the glen. 

9.5.18. Urquhart’s position as an important stronghold required the castle to be both defensible and 
prestigious. The castle would have been built to demonstrate the power and wealth of its owner 
to the inhabitants of the glen. Therefore not only views out of but also views to the castle were 
of importance. Due to its low position on the loch side the views, to this castle are largely from 
the north looking south, from the opposite side of the glen and from locations on Loch Ness 
itself. 

9.5.19. The effect of the Proposed Development on views from Urquhart Castle was a key 
consideration at the layout design stage and the design was amended to ensure that there was 
no visibility of the turbines from the castle (Section 2: Site Selection and Design Evolution). 

9.5.20. The proposed development will not be visible in views from Urquhart Castle as the castle lies 
outwith the ZTV (Figure 9.2, and photomontage Figure 6.3.13 Volume III). It may be possible 
to see the Castle in combination with the Proposed Development from Urquhart Bay on Loch 
Ness and from the A82 north of Drumnadrochit. However, the main views to the castle from 
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these locations are to the southwest while the Proposed Development is to the south and 
roughly 23km distant. It is considered, therefore, that at most there will be a negligible adverse 
impact on this asset of high sensitivity. This will be an impact of, at most, negligible significance 
on the cultural significance of Urquhart Castle. 

Decommissioning  

9.5.21. No decommissioning impacts are predicted as disturbance from decommissioning will be limited 
to the construction footprint. Therefore any impacts on cultural heritage assets will have been 
mitigated during the construction phase.  

9.5.22. The decommissioning of the Proposed Development will remove the operational impact of the 
turbines on the setting of cultural heritage assets. Following decommissioning there will be no 
setting impact on Knockie Lodge (HB1876) and Urquhart castle (SM90309). If the access tracks 
are retained, then the setting impact on the non-designated cultural heritage assets will remain 
of, at most, negligible significance. 

9.6. Mitigation 

Construction 

9.6.1. There is potential for an adverse impact of minor significance on the Glen Brein cairnfield (A2). 
This will be mitigated by a programme of archaeological works to be agreed with THC Historic 
Environment Team. The initial stage of works will aim to evaluate the archaeological resource 
within the construction footprint. This is likely to involve a detailed topographic survey of the 
area to identify any further clearance cairns or associated remains within the construction 
footprint. Depending on the results of the topographic survey, this will be either followed by trial 
trenching of the area or archaeological monitoring of ground works in the area. Where 
construction effects are unavoidable in the access track corridor these will be mitigated by 
excavation and recording of the remains in accordance with the guidance in PAN2/2011, 
sections 25-27.    

9.6.2. There will be an adverse impact of minor significance on the Glen Brein shielings and 
enclosures (A4). This construction impact will be mitigated by a programme of archaeological 
works to be agreed with THC Historic Environment Team. The initial stage of this works will be a 
detailed topographic survey of the shielings and enclosures. This will be followed by the 
excavation and recording of the enclosure which will be cut by the access track. This will be in 
accordance with the guidance in PAN2/2011, sections 25-27.    

9.6.3. The potential for previously unrecorded assets to lie within the construction footprint and to be 
vulnerable to being affected by ground works is considered to be moderate in the north section 
of the inner study area (Figure 9.1 Volume III) and in the areas surrounding known cultural 
heritage assets in the middle section. Any construction effects upon previously unrecorded 
cultural heritage assets will be mitigated through a programme of archaeological works, to be 
agreed with THC Historic Environment Team. This programme will allow for features to be 
recorded appropriately and is likely to comprise a watching brief on ground-breaking works with 
further work being undertaken as appropriate. 

9.6.4. In the remainder of the middle section the potential for previously unrecorded assets to lie within 
the construction footprint is low, while in the southern section the potential is negligible. No 
mitigation is proposed for construction works in these areas.  
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Operation 

9.6.5. No significant operational effects are predicted on the setting of cultural heritage assets from the 
operation of the Proposed Development. No mitigation is therefore proposed.  

Decommissioning 

9.6.6. No decommissioning effects are predicted and therefore no mitigation is required. 

9.7. Residual Effects 

Construction 

9.7.1. Following mitigation there will be an adverse residual effect of negligible significance on the 
Glen Brein cairnfield (A2) and the Glen Brein shielings and enclosures (A4). 

9.7.2. Following mitigation there will be no adverse residual construction effects on any other cultural 
heritage assets. 

Operation 

9.7.3. There will be no significant operational effects on cultural heritage assets during the operation of 
the Proposed Development.  Impacts on the setting of Urquhart Castle and Killiechoilum mill 
pond and lade will be, at most, of negligible significance. 

Decommissioning 

There will be no residual effects during decommissioning on known or unknown cultural heritage 
assets. 

9.8. Cumulative Effects 

9.8.1. The cumulative effects of the Proposed Development with the developments of other wind farms 
(see Table 6.5.1 and 6.5.2 in Appendix 6.5 Volume IV) and the Glen Brein Hydro Electricity 
Generating Station have been considered. 

9.8.2. No cumulative construction impacts are predicted for known cultural heritage assets or 
previously unrecorded cultural heritage assets likely to be found in this area, from any 
combination of the wind farm developments. 

9.8.3. Furthermore no cumulative construction impacts are predicted for known cultural heritage 
assets from the combination of the Proposed Development and the Glen Brein Hydro Electricity 
Generating Station. While the Hydro Station will be just to the west of the inner study area 
neither development impacts on known cultural heritage assets in this area. The potential for 
previously unrecorded cultural heritage assets in this area is low and it is considered that there 
is no potential for cumulative effects on previously unrecorded cultural heritage assets from the 
combination of these two developments. 

9.8.4. The significance of operational effects on the setting of cultural heritage assets arising from the 
Proposed Development is of no greater than negligible significance. It is therefore considered 
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that the cumulative effect of any combination of the Proposed Development with other wind 
farms and the Glen Brein Hydro Electricity Generating Station will not have a significant effect.  

9.9. Summary and Conclusions 

9.9.1. Potential effects of the proposed Dell Wind Farm upon cultural heritage assets resulting from its 
construction, operation and decommissioning have been considered. 

9.9.2. Construction effects of negligible significance are predicted for the Glen Brein cairnfield (A2) 
and Glen Brein shielings and enclosures (A4). These effects will be mitigated through a 
programme of archaeological works, resulting in a residual adverse effect of negligible 
significance. 

9.9.3. There is moderate potential for the construction phase to have an effect on previously 
unrecorded cultural heritage assets in the north section of the inner study area and in areas 
adjacent to known cultural heritage assets. A programme of archaeological works will be agreed 
with THC Historic Environment Team pre-construction to mitigate such effects through 
preservation by record. 

9.9.4. Potential operational effects upon the setting of cultural heritage assets in the surrounding area 
have been considered.  The effect on the setting of cultural heritage assets is considered to be 
of no greater than of negligible significance. 

9.9.5. No decommissioning or cumulative impacts are predicted. 

Table 9.5: Summary of Residual Effects 

Potential effect Significance of 
potential effect 

Mitigation Significance of 
residual effect 

Construction    

Direct construction impact 
on Glen Brein cairnfield 
(A2) 

Minor  A programme of 
archaeological works, 
to be approved by 
THC Historic 
Environment Team   

Negligible 

Direct construction impact 
on Glen Brein shielings 
and enclosures (A4) 

Minor A programme of 
archaeological works, 
to be approved by 
THC Historic 
Environment Team   

Negligible 

Moderate potential for 
direct construction effects 
on previously unrecorded 
cultural heritage assets in 
the  north of the inner 
study area and in the 
areas surrounding known 
cultural heritage assets 

Unknown A programme of 
archaeological works, 
to be approved by 
THC Historic 
Environment Team   

No impact 
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Potential effect Significance of 
potential effect 

Mitigation Significance of 
residual effect 

Operation    

Operational impact on the 
setting of the Killiechoilum 
mill pond and lade (A1) 

 

Negligible N/A Negligible  

Operational impact on the 
setting of the Glen Brein 
cairnfield (A2) 

 

Negligible N/A Negligible  

Operational impact on the 
setting of the Glen Brein 
shielings and enclosures 
(A4) 

 

Negligible N/A Negligible  

Operational impact on the 
setting of the Urquhart 
Castle (SM90309) 

High Negligible  Negligible 
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Appendix 9.2 Cultural Heritage Assets in Study Areas 

Table 1 Cultural Heritage Assets in the Inner Study Area 

Asset 
No 

Name HER Ref. Description NGR 

1 Killiechoilum 
mill pond and 
lade 

MHG53519 Mill pond and lade are depicted on the 
1st edition Ordnance Survey map (Pub 
1872) and appear to be channelling a 
stream from the hillside towards 
Killiechoilum farmstead presumably 
providing the water source for the 
house or as a lade for a mill located in 
the house 

247997, 
812990 

2 Glen Brein 
cairnfield 

MHG2750 Area of approximately 13 clearance 
cairns. An area of rig and furrow was 
previously recorded in the HER for this 
asset; however this could not be 
identified during the walkover survey 

248066, 
811248 

3 Glen Brein 
possible 
clearance 
cairns 

Possibly 
prehistoric 

Area of approximately five small 
possible clearance cairns 248552, 

810680 

4 Glen Brein 
shielings and 
enclosures 

Medieval to 
Post 
medieval 

Area of1 shieling hut, 3 enclosures and 
a possible 3 further possible shieling 
huts located on the west facing slopes 
of Glen Brein 

248596, 
810428 

5 Glen Brein 
enclosure 

Medieval to 
Post 
medieval 

One probable enclosure or shieling hut 
on the west facing slopes of Glen Brein 
in a similar elevation to the A4 

248577, 
810362 

6 Glen Brein 
shieling 

Medieval to 
Post 
medieval 

One probable shieling hut or enclosure 
on the west facing slopes of Glen Brein 
in a similar elevation to the A4 

248615, 
810217 
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Table 2 Cultural heritage assets assessed in the Outer Study Area 

Ref  No Name Status Description NGR 

SM4536 Dell Farm 
burial mounds 

Scheduled 
monument 

Burial mounds interpreted as 
being of  Pictish type and 
dating to the late Iron Age to 
early medieval period. There 
are at least 3 round and 4 
oblong burial mounds in the 
area as well as at least 5 small 
round cairns, small enclosures 
and low banks 

249294, 
817176 

HB1860 Dell Lodge and 
rear service 
cottages 

Category B 
listed building 

Late 18th century Georgian 
house, a late 19th century pair 
of single storey service 
cottages abut the rear wing of 
the house forming a U-plan 
court 

248584, 
816275 

HB1874 Old Bridge 
over River 
Foyers, 
Whitebridge 

Category A 
listed building 

Part of General Wade’s military 
road dated 1732. It is a high 
single span hump-back bridge. 
This bridge is no longer part of 
the public road and has been 
bypassed 

248915, 
815369 

HB1875 New Bridge, 
Whitebridge 

Category B 
listed building 

Single span rubble face 
concrete bridge built 1930-35. 
Built to carry the realigned 
B862 and bypass the Old 
Bridge (HB1874) 

248905, 
815387 

HB1876 Knockie Lodge 
Hotel 

Category C 
listed building 

Mid to late 18th century 
Georgian House, former home 
of the Fraesers of Knockie 

244597, 
813263 

SM90309 Urquhart 
Castle 

Property in 
Care, 
Scheduled 
monument 
and Category 
A listed 
building 

Loch side castle dating from 
the 13th to 17th centuries now in 
ruins and a popular visitor 
attraction run by Historic 
Scotland 

253017, 
828618 

 



FIGURE 9.1
Cultural Heritage Assets
in the Inner Study Area
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