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(NC 9969 6772) Cnoc na n-Uiseig (MNAYL)

Pict's House (NR) (Remains of) (1)
Cnoc na b-#iseig (Cairn) (WR) (2)
'"Lower Dounreay' or 'Cnoc na Huseig! 'The Fairies
#ound', 'The Lairacks Hillock' or 'Cnoc na h-Uiseig' is

an Orkney-Cromarty short horned cairn, excavated in 1928 by
Bdwards. Across the centre between the horns it measured
about 58 ft and 1long the horns 70 f£t. 1In 1910 part of 1
surrounding wall-face of thin horizontal slabs could be
seen on the B side of the NE horn in 1958 a small
section could be seen along the HE side The entrance
was vetween the horns on the SE side. The irregularly-
shaped chamber with a rounded end was carefully built of
courses of small slabs, divided and strengthened by eight
upright projecting slabs st into tha walls,

Among the debris of flat slabs which filled the chamber 2
secondary long cist had been constructed, 3 £t helow the
surface of the zairn and lying .NE-33¥ obliquely 2cross
the ianermost compariment. '

\Scheduled as ‘Cnoc na h-Uiseig': Chambered Oairn. ) (3)(4)(5)

This chambered cairn, a grassy mound, has been mutilated

Taw-

izrge-scale construction work and is now slightly rect-
angular in shape, measuring 22.0 m E-9 and 7.5 w trans-
versely, by about 2.5 m high. The horns are barely
distinguishable on the E side. The spoil-tip to the 8
formerly overlay the S segment, but the cairn has been
'cleaned-up' and a aigh mesnh-fance now encloses it.
Resurveyed at 112500,

(MC 2269 6772) Croe na h-Uiseig (NAT)
Chambered Cairn (MNR)

Description. The cairn is situated about a2 quarter of a mile from the coast
in comparatively {evel agricultural land at 100ft. 0D. At the time of excava-
tion the cairn appeared as a green hiflock 8ft. high. Acrass the centre between
the horns ir measured about 38ft. and along the horns 7oft. At the tme of
Curle’s visit in 1910 a portion of a surrounding wall-face «f thin herizontal
slahs could be seen on the E side of the NE hern®; today a small section can
be seen along the NE side.

‘The entrance was between the hotns on the sE side, ‘The nuter end of the
passage was 6ft. within the apparent edge of the cairn, and was only 1f.
wide. The passage walls expanded znd increased in height up o the pair of
transverse slabs set sft, further w. A lintel stone sfr. fin. Jang was found
slipped forwards from these transverse siabs. The walls continued to diverye
te form an irreguiariy shaped chamber with a rounded end, about t5ft. long
with 2 maximum width of 61t. 6in. It was carefully built of courses of small
thin slabs, divided and strengthened by eight upright projecting slabs set into
the walls. The bwo outermost slabs are aloost opposite cach ather, but inside
the chamber the slabs are staggered and set radially, three on the W side,
one projecting from the end wall and tvo on the NE side. These slahs had
heen sunk into the subsoil and pinned in position by a smaller slab wedged at
the foot on either side. The slabs were 4to 5}in. thick, the outer pair 3it. 3in.
and 3ft. 7in. in heigh, the others varying from 41t. 3in. to 4ft. gin. The
upper interior corners of the stones had been roughly chipped away to give
a slanting upper surface. The walls rose higher than the slabs, the greatest
height surviving, at the inner end, being 5. roin., and originally the walls
must have been considerably higher. ‘At floor-level the base of the wail was
nearly in line with the bottom of the upright slabs, but as it rose the wall
gradually sloped outwards until it reached the top of the uprights. Here it
became more perpendicular and at two painrs far the inner end] showed
some sign of convergence”.! The stanes choking the chamber were observed
to have up to zin. of clay on their upper surfaces while the lower surfaces
were clean; the excavator suggested the clay had been used to lure the
aversailing courses of the roof.

The floor at the entrance as far as the second upright slabs on each side
was of clay, between the second and third uprights the floor was partly paved
and bevond this paint the inner end of the chamber was completely paved
except for a small pocket near the S angle of this area which seemed o
eontain a small quantity of ashes. On top of the paving was a laver of clay 2 1o
3in. thick in which were embedded the skeletal remsins and other finds.
A few fragments of charcoal were alse found but so few as o he almost
negligible.’

Amongst the debris of flat slabs which filled the chamber a lang cist had
been constructed. Tt was 16f¢. from the entrance and 3ft. below the surface
of the cairn, lying NNE-55w obliquely across the innermost compartment.
The interior was filled with beach shingle.

‘About 6o ot 7oft. in front of the cairn, is a hollow or ditch-like depression
in the ground, 2 peculiar phenomenon ina field which is otherwise compara-
tively level, and I can only suggest as 2 reason for its existence, that it was (3 )
from this spat that builders of the cairn may have abtained the marerial, or 2
part of it at least, for the construction of the monument.”

The cairn itself was not touched at the time of excavation. The chamber —r——r—r— T r L.
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5. EUUVARDS. TUAS 1928,

Crasnered Capn AT Lowsr DOUNREAY,

This enivn {lig. ), which ia of the round horned variety, is situnted
in the prsture fawd about 1 mile north-enst of the farm of Lower
Dounreay and § mila from the seashore, and like mmnny others of its
lind, has long been known in the loeal folle-lore na “The Fairiea
Mound.” It is nlag sametimes eolled “The Tnirncks Hilloelk ™ or Choe na
h-Uiseig. From a distanee it has the nppearance of n greon hilloel, hut
on eloanr nppronch there could b seen protrading above the grass-grown
surface a number of slabs, the position of seme of which indiented that
the eairn had at some time or other heon inteviored with., On the
southern side, nad about 60 oe 70 feet in front of the enirn, s & hollow
or diteh-liko depression in the ground, n peexliar phenomonon in o field
which is olherwise compnratively level, and T ean only suggest as a
renson for iks exialence, that it was from this spot the builders of the
pairn may have obinined the mutorial, or part of it at lenst, for the
construction of the manwment.

The eairn mensured nhout § fert in height nhova tho lavel of thoe field.
Acvoas Lhe ceabre, between the horns, the diamster was about 58 feeb,
and along the horns 7 feef,  Tn the contre of the concavity, on the south-
eaat sida, aud seen in fig. 2 ns n white mark, was o lnrge alnly which
mensured 5§ feet 6 inchos in length, 2 feet O inclies in greatest tweadth,
and 11 inches in thickness. With some diffienity this stone was moved
downwards n Tew feet, and on digging below where it hndd lnin the
entranee to Lhe ehambor was feund. The slab, which liad probally
slipped from ils original position, wna, T think, the lintel stone of the
portal, the two jambs being tho upright slaba Noa. 1 and 8, which were
subsequently uncovered in the course of the excavntions. Tha whole
of the chnmber from the entranece to the bnek wall wns completoly
filled with tad slabs which bad formed the superstructure of the
chamber,  Amongst this mass, nl at o distance of 16 feol from the
entranca ndd 3 feet from Lhe surfueo level, oo secondary burial had been
mnde, Lhe eaire stanes of Lho fallen rool having been utilised as material
for the prapmintion of the long cist in which to pires tho body. The
cist, which Iny north north-enat and souath-south-weat, measured 6 feet in
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Fig. 8. Plan and Section of Chaomber in Cairn nt
Donnreny.
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of wellddefined compartments. The spaces between them, however,
servidl the <ime purpose, the slabs themselves being used for dividing
one interment from another, ns T <hall show Inter. One other point in
conteetion with the slabs, for which T ean nssign no particular renson,
is the rough chipping away of the upper iuterior eorner of each one,
somo more and some less. This is shown on the section, but can be
most clearly seen in fig. 4, show-
ing the south side of the chain-
ber, and fig. %, a view of the
back of the chamber.

In clearing the iloor of the
chamber, the space between up-
rights Noa, 3, 4, 5, and 6 was
found to be completely paved,
except for a small patch near
tire inner angle of No. 0, where
there was a pocket which seemed
to contain a small quantity of
ashes. DBetween uprights Nos.
2,3, 6, mul 7 the floor was partly
paved nnd partly covered with
elny, and from this point to the
entrance the oor covering con-
sisted of elay only.  On the top
of the paved area wns n layer
of clay some 2 to 3 inches in
thiclkness, and embedded in this
were human skeletal remains,
animal hones, pottery, ete. A
few fragments of charcoal were
alsoe found, but so few as to be
ulmost negligible.

The skeletal remains were
fragmentuary, as the weight of
the fallan stoues had driven the banes into the elay, breaking and
crushing them, and this, together with the effect of moisture which had
seaped through the stones of the enirn, had reduced many of them to
sl o stote of disintegration ns to make it impossible to remove them.
From the position of the fragments which remained it wns possible,
however, to determine, so far, the position in which some of the bodies
had been placed.

The first skeleton was found between uprights Nos. 3 and 4. Tt had

Fig. 3. End of Chamber in Cairn at Tower
Donnreay.

been laid in a contracted position on its left side close to the wall,
with the head in the angle made by the wall and No. 3 upright. The
knees had been drawn up, one arm placed under and the other over
the thigh bones.  Between uprights Nos. 5 nand 6 other skeletal frag-
monty wore found.  Pieces of a skull were lying in the angle of upright
Na. b, while close to the huse of the wall. and nearly centred between
the two uprights, were n number of long bonea. From the position
of the bones it would appear as if a body had beon lzid down in a con-
traeted position. In the central space between uprights Nos. 2,3, 6. and 7
the humnn skeletnl remains were rather mixed, the skull of one skeleton
boing found in the exterior angle of upright No. 6, while another skull
!Ln(l HY ll“r]ll“‘[' (_)f I(_}['lg ])OI]CS ’

were found midway between

the upstanding slabs.

(1ii)
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into shape, not flaked or ground. Fragments of a beaker of reddish clay,
ornamented by transverse and oblique impressions of a twisted cord;

"Stone axe, much weathered, measureing
c. 7.5cms8 by 5.0cms, apparently only partly made, as it shows no grinding. It has been picked

geveral pieces being
two small fragments of

hard grey pottery{neolithic), the exterior being black and highly burnished; perforated bone,

the first phalanx of a amall ox, found with human remaina on the floor of th chamber;

geveral

fragments of two beakers of dirty brown one having been ornamented with impressed transverse
lines made by a toothed stamp and with short oblique incised lines. Found in a ruined chambered
cairn at Lower Dounreay, Cailthness, at various levels, from near the surface of the floor

of the caipn."
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The bottom was paved, nnd the skeleton, which was
lying on ils back with its hewd
nt the north end of the cist,
wns entively covered with beach
shingle. At the south-east end
of the cist, among the shingle,
twao fragments of a beaker urn
wera found. On the top
of the paved ares was a Inyer
of clay some 2 to 3 inches in
thickness, and embeddaod in this
were human skeletal remaing,
animal bones, pottery, ete. A
few fragments of charcoal were
also found. but so few as to he
almost negligible.

The skeletal remains were
fragmentary, as the weight of
the fallen stones had driven the bones into the elay, breaking and
crushing them, and this, together with the effect of moisture whieh had
seeped through the stones of the eairn, had reduced many of them to
such a state of disintegration as to make it impossible to remove them.
From the position of the fragments which remained it was possible,
however, to determine, so far, the position in which some of the bodies
hiad been placed,

The first sketeton was found between uprights Nos. 3 and 4. It had

‘been luid in a contracted position on its left side close to the wall,
with the head in the angle made by the wall and No. 3 upright. The
knees had been drawn up, one arm placed under and the other over
the thigh bones. TBetween uprights Nos. 5 and § other skeletal frag-
ments were found. Pleces of a skull were lying in the angle of upright
No. 5 while close to the base of the wall, and neariy centred between
the two uprights, were a number of long bones. From the position
of the bones it would appear as if a body had heen laid down in a con-
trocted position. In the central space between uprights Nos. 2,3, 6, and 7
the human skeletnl remning were rather mixed, the skull of one skeleton
being found in the exterior angle of upright No. 6, while another skull
and a number of long bones
were found midway between
the upstanding slabs.

In the clay in which the
bones of the first-mentioned
skeleton were imbedded, and
which had been removed and
placed aside for examination,
two fragments of neolithic
pottery were found, a stone
axe, frugments of two beaker
urns, and a number of animal

hones.  Among the latter was Fig. 6. Pierced Ox Bone from Chamher of Cairn
the first phalanx of a smail il Lower Dounreay. (43

ox which had bheen pierced ) R
near its distal end, from front to back, by a hole about § inch in diameter
(fig. 6). A similar bone also piereed in this way, from a Stone Age
kitchen-midden at Oram, in Denmark, is figured in Afaldsdynger Fra
Stenalderen § Danmark, p. 142, fig. 4.

The axe, which is made of a mieaceous sandstone, measures 3§ inches
in length, 2% inches in width ncross the cutting face, and 1} inch
across the butt. It is roughly oval in section and measures 1y inch
nenr the centre, where it is grentest in thickness. The surface generally,
except in one or two places where an attempt has been made at polish-
ing or smoothing, is pitted, showing that it has been prepared by pecking
or bruising with a hammer-stone.! The neolithic pottery is made of an
extremely hard paste. The outer surface is black and glossy, with the
appenrance of having been rubbed or burnished with a smoo6th instru-
ment.  The inner surface resembles a piece of stone, so large is the

(i}

(3)
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE SOCIETY, DECEMBER 10, 1928,

For various reasons it was not found poesible to examine the structure
of the cairn outwith the chambar. Internally there is little deviation
from the plan of excavated eairns of a similar type, although there are
structural differences in detail. In the plans of the horned round cairns
of Ormiegill and Gett.! excavated by Dr Joseph Anderson over half a
century ago, the upright slabs are shown in pairs, ench one exactly
opposite the other, thus dividing the chamber into three compartments
in the first wmentioned and two in the second. Alse, the upright slab
in the back wall of the innermost compartment of both these eairns

" was placed face outwards and flush with the drystone building, instead

of protruding for some distance edge outwards, as in the eairn at Lower
Dounreay. TFurther, in the Dounreay caivn the passage is short, the
distance from the outer extremity of the walls—where they are only
a few inches in height—to the upright slabs Nos. 1 und 8 being only
5 feet. Tn the cairns of Ormiegill and Gett, and imbedded in a floor
of ashes, were burnt benes, human and animal, evidence of a period
during which cremation was practived.  Above this accumulation wero
unburat bones, splintered and broken, both human and animal, of later
burials and a different method of sepulture. The relies fonnd consisted
of flint rhips and worked fints, and in the eairn of Ormiegill a finely
polished hammer of grey pranite was found, which measured 4 inches
in langth and was pierced with a hole for o handle. Quantilies of
pottery were also found, but these are not now available for examination.

In the cairn at Lower Dounreay there was only one method of
burial—by inhumstion, and in two cases at least in the contracted
position. No {lints, worked or unworked, were found. Two of the
fragments of pottery were neolithie, and the remainder fragments of
beakers of the Bronze Age, The decoration of the beaker (Hg. 7), with
its toothed-stamp impressions and false finger-nail technique, points to
an sarly period of that time.® The corded beaker found in association
with the stone axe and neolithic pottery {s an interesting record,
aithough we must infer from the fragments found that the whole
of the globular body of the beaker was decorated with the cord impres-
sions. instend of the neck only and perhaps part of the shoulder. as in
its continental prototypes of the Late Neolithic period. The stone nxe
is the second recorded from a chambered cairn in Scotland.® A polished
axe of greenstone was diseoverad by Professor T. I, Bryve in Clachaig
{Limekiln} cairn, Arran.  In the two chambers of this ecairn were the
remains of fourteen individuals, men, women, and children, the bones
all unburnt, It was noted that the skulls were invariably placed in
the corners and the long bones agsinst the walls, practically the same
conditions as prevailed at Lower Dounreay.

From the evidence afforded, therefore, by the muitiple inhumed
burials, the stone axe, fragments of neolithic pottery, shards of early
beaker pottery, and n total absence of bronze, we must presume that
the interments in the Lower Dounreay cuirn had been made in the Late
Neolithic and Early Bronze Age. The relies from the cairn have been
presented to the Museum by the Trustees of the late Donnld Innes
of Reay, to whom the thanks of the Society are due. T must also express
my indebtedness to Mr Patrick Iunes for his assistance, and to Mr B. G.
Harris for his help in preparing the plans, -

REPORT ON THE HUMAN BONES. By Professor Armx. Low,
M., F.8.A.ScorT.

FroyM THE CHAMDBER OF THE CAIRN,

The bones are so fragmentary that apart from identifying the
various pieces it is not possible to arrive at any definite conclusion as
to the type of individuals represented. ’

Between upright slabs Nos. 2 3, 6, and 7 were found pieces of the
ernnial bones of two individuals-——an imperfect skuil-cap, and part of
the lower jaw of a young individual with a somewhat long skull and
narrow forehead: a frontal bone and pieces of upper and lower jaws
of an adult with narrow forehoad and prominent brow-ridges.

Between slabs & and 6 were small fragments of two skulls and
some very fragmeutary aud splintered pieces of limb bones — pieces of
humerus, ulna, femur, and tibia.

Between slabs 3 and 4 were found pieces of upper and lower limb
bones of a young man. Part of the upper extremity of the right
femur shows very marked antero-posterior flattening, and the upper
three-fourths of the rvight tibin shows lateral fMlattening of the shaft
and retroversion of the head.

HNC 96 NE 006B

(iii)

(3, cont.)
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Fands
Artifacis. In N AL (L p. 234).

1. Two small neolithic wall sherds, undecorated, one secemingly from
the angle of & very slight carination; very hard, dark ware, the black outer
surface burnished, o-2-0-21n. thick (E0 158).

2. Rim and wall sherds including the basal angle of a small vessel; all-
over decoration with a stamp giving three tiny circular impresstons, arranged
in widely spaced vertical rows; nim diam. 3-75in., base diam. 3in., o-2-
o28in. thick, hard reddish-brown ware (E0 361).

3. Wall sherds of a beaker; horizontal cord impressions; fairly hard
reddish-brown ware, 0-28in. thick (Fo 357).

4. Rim and wall sherds of a beaker; comb impressed decoration, in-
cluding zenes of horizental herring-bone edged by horizontal lines and
stanting nicks; coarse more friable brown-black ware, o4 in. thick (£0 36c).

5. Ox phalange with transverse perforation, broken (£0 359),

6. Axe of micaceous sandstone, the surface pecked except for one smali
area on ene side which is smooth, passibly having been used as a whetstone;
no ground cutting-edge remains (R0 356).

1-3, 5, 6 found with the skeleton between the third and fourth uprights
on the sw side; 4 on ‘the floor of the cairn’ [ 7chamber], under the turf on the
top of the cairn, and in the sccondary cist. 1 not illustrated.

Skeletal. Lost. All unburnt. Remains representing five bodies including
an adult, 4 voung man and z ‘voung individual’, Parts of a skeleton were
found close to the wall berween the third and fourth uprights on the sw side,
laid contracted on its left side with the head to the se. Another was found
between the third upright on the NE side and the end slab, also contracted
with the head in the angle of the end stone and the wall, together with
fragments of a third skull in the same place. Remains of a1 least two more
skeletons were found in the partly paved area between the second and third
pairs of upright slabs. The skeletal material was in very poer condition when
cxcavated. In the long cist was an inhumation, male, twenrv 1o rwentv-five
vears of age.

Aumal remains. Lost. There were sixty pieces of animal hones, all very
fragmentary, the majority belonging to ox, the other species being voung
deer, squirrel, water-vale, otter, gannet and grebe. There were 1eeth of 0x,
sheep and dog, also two pieces of ovster shell, Found in the clay layer on the
chamber floor.
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6% "Otherwise known as: 'Cnoc na ‘Jiseig', 'Lower Jounreay', 'Cnoc nz Huseig',
'"The Wairies! Mownd! and the 'Lairacks Fillock.' (2)  (3) (5)
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o, M (39D) ; 1985 3 LIST OF SCTEDULED VCNUNENDS

*

Cairn. Diameter: 20m. Height: 3m, Circular grass-covered cairn,
All that remains of "Cnoc na L'Uiseig" or "Lower Dounreay" short horned
cairn. The entrance was between the horns on the SE side, and led to
an irregularly shaped chamber with a rounded end, constructed of small

slabs, divided and strengthened by upright slabs set into the walls.

A secondary long cist was constructed of flat slabs among the debris,

Im below the cairn surface. The chamber contained Neolithic and
Beaker pottery, and the bones of 5 unburnt bodies. The cist contained
a male skeleton and fragments of Beaker pottery. The cairn was muti-
lated during construction work and has since been "cleaned up". No
structural features are now visible, Elevation: 100' OD.-

NC 997677,

0.S. Card NC 96 NE 6 (8)



fengrlin 2 feat in breadth, amd 1 fook 4 inehos in dench. Ploth side and ens
slebes had been set on eddgpe. “To proteet the eiat further two slabs, cnch of
which mensared abont o feet in lenpgth and 2 feet @ inches in breadth
vespectiv iy, had been placed on eifge on either side of the eist ot ibs
bead, Tadd across these frony side to side were three Hat stones which
foarmed 1 ocover, The hottom wans paved, and the skeleton, which was
Iving on its back with its head
at the north end of the eist.
wns entirely covered with beach
shingle. At the south-cast end
of the cist. among the shingle.
twao fragmients of a beaker urn
were found,

On reference to the section
and plan (fig. 3}, it can be seen
that the original chamber is
pointed oval in shape, having
eight. upright divisional slabs
{vumbered 1-8 in the illustra-
tions) of varying heights set
radially with drystone building
between ench. Itlaynorth-west
and south-cast, and measured
20 feet in length., Between the
walls at the entrance it mensared
only 1 foot in width, but gradu-
ally expanded to about 6 feet
# inches at the back., The
oririnal height of the chamber
cannot now be ascertained, but
s the deystone building s at
every point built higher than

Fig, 4 Soorh gide of Chamber in Chirn at Lower . -
Dounreny. the upripht slabs, obe cean as-

sume that it must have been

o the dome-ahoped or corbelled variety, with perhaps one or more
capstones, Between the npright slabs Nos. 6 and 7 and 7 and 8 two
slnbsa af whinstone were found, which might have answered as covers.
The Targer of the two measured | feet in length by 3 feet 7 inches in
breadih nnd 7 inchies in ilickness, The only pars of the chamber which
may have been lintelied is that portion between the walls at the entrance
on Lthe exterior side of slabs Nos. 1 and 8 and here a few fallen slabs
ware found, which by their size nind shape may have served as lintels.

In the removal of the stones fromr the back of the chamber, it
wns observed that the upper faces of wmany of these had adhering
to them w layer of clay sometimes nencly an inch in thickness, the
lower faces hoing quite vlenn, The use of elay has alrendy been noted
in the superstructure of eajrns elsewhere! so that its presence here in
aueh w gquantily and position was in all likelihood not aceidental, bug
for the parposes of making the roof as nearly watertight as possible,
and Lelping to bind the strueturve together. In the actual constraction
of the chamber its shape had evidently been determined by the placing
of the upright slabs (fig. 1), these having been fixed in position first of
all. Eaeh stab had heen sunk to some depth in the subsoil, and pinned
in itg position by a smnller stone wedged in at the foot on either side.
The drystone wailing had then bheen built hetween and above the
uprights (fig. 5. The measnrements of the upright stones are as
follows:

Nnmber, Height. ‘ Thickness. Breadth,
i
1 "3 feet 3 inches ‘ Sinches Not ascertained.
) 2 | I, 6 " L 3 . . .
! 3 E ST roht - i
I 4 ‘ i T s, 3 feet 3 inches.
I EL ST FDVRE B .
8§ [ SR R io5r ., o0t
7 o8 | + . Not ascertained,
H i S [ "
|

Between Nos |oand 2 the height of the eairn wall as it stands now
s | feel, between Nos. 2 awd 3,5 feet 4 inches, and between Nosg, 5 and
6 ita highest point 5 feet 10 inches. At floor-level the base of the wail
wan nearvty in line with the hottom of the upright slnbs, but as it rose
the wall graduntly sloped ontwiands until it reached tho top of the
wpripghte. Here it beense more perpendicnlnr, and ab two points above
the uprirhts Now 3 and & it showed some =ign of convergence.

The position of the upright slanbs must be considered. It will be
noted that exeept for Nos. 1 and 8§, which are vearly opposite each other
hil, nol quite. the temainder, exeept for No. 5, are so placed that one
on either side faces the interval between two on the opposite side.
Moreover, the position of No. 5 upright in the centre of the semicirenlar
hoele wall, lTeavas s 200 o yprights en one side and three on the
ather, Thic oo - ol the upright slabs would seem to pre-
ehude, theeeto A4 the chamber of this eairn into o series

[ T coid Yvisrradw b e 4 Vel chire o v oand Tl
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§Ac'imir_ist the rather confusing reports on the burial artefacts existing, one can discern that
most of them came from the earlier inhumations in the forfront of the cairn, and that the

later burial merely contained fragments of beaker pottery of the Bronze Age ,"(SMR:GS:17.7.1985)
"1611 F Lower Dounreay NMA All over corded. 1612 F E0357-61 Undecorated. 1612.1 F Indeterminate.”
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SrcoNDARY BUriAL 1IN Long CisT.

The long cist contained the imperfect skeleton of a young man
about twenty to twenty-five years of ago. !

The skull is too imperfect to permit of measurements being taken.
The bones are thin, and suflicient of the skuil-cap remains to show a
long type of skull with a rather full and rounded frontal region and
with high orbits. The ramus and part of the body of the left side of
the lower jaw is preserved. All three molar teeth are in position, but
do not show any wearing of the crowns.

There are a number of imperfect vertebre and a few broken ribs.
The hip bones ure much broken, but the pieces that remain show sex
characters indicating a male.

The lengths of the entire limb bones are ns follows:—

Right humerns . - . . 323 mm
. radius . . . . L2366
. ulne . . . 268
W femur . . +44
Left tibia . . . . . .32
,  Hbula . ) . R 1) S

The platymeric index of the femur is 657, and the platycnemic index
of the tibia 617. Both tibie show flattening and retroversion of their
heads, and the left one shows a “squatting” facet at its lower end;
the lower end of the right tibia is broken. The right os ecaleis and
both astragali are fairly complete, the latter showing “squatting’
facets.

The bones nre those of a young male, rather long-headed, of alender
build, and of an estimated stature of 5 feet 6 inches.

REPORT ON THE ANIMAL BONES. By R. M. NeiLn, M.C., M. A.,
Tetturer on Zoology, University of Aberdeen,

These number some 80 pieces, mmost all very small and fragmentary. They are
not of any great zoological interest. The variety of aquatic animals represented
suggests that the site of the eairn has been exposed to flooding or was hard by a
stream ov pond, although actually theve is no evidence of this at the present day.

The following is a summary of the remains :—-

1. Nine pieces rib, vertebhrm, seapula, and 22 pieces Jitnb bones of a smallish ox.
OF the latter the largest pieces by far are a part of the right radius and
an os caleis,  The stoutish build of the former seems to prechude Keltin
shorthorn,

- Right bumerus and one other limb fragment of young deer.

. Two leg bones of o squirvel.

. Pare of the skull of a water-vole,

- Two pieces lower jaw and part of vight frontal of an otter.

- Part of sternum and several wing-hone pieces of a gannet.

« Seven pivces wing boues of n grebe or grebe-like bivd, and two fragments
of mandible ditto,

[ addition to the above there were found 3 ox teeth, | sheep tooth; 1
canine tooth of a dog, 2 pieces of oyster-shell, and a fragment of bird
pelvig which has not been definitely identifled,
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