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Summary 

This report presents the findings of a number of archaeological surveys and two phases of excavation at two sites 

– Easter and Wester Rarichie, Easter Ross. The sites are located on two rocky knolls approximately 180 m apart 

at the base of the north-eastern slopes of the Hill of Nigg on the east coast of the Tarbat Peninsula, within the 

parish of Nigg.  The hill of Easter Rarichie is a multivallate hill fort crowned by a dry-stone roundhouse at its 

summit.  Wester Rarichie hill has a turf walled roundhouse and a series of slight gullies and banks located on its 

summit plateau.  Both are prominent hills in the landscape and command clear views across the Tarbat 

peninsula and the Dornoch and Moray firths. 

Geophysical and measured surveys were undertaken on the sites in January 2013 by a team from the 

Department of Archaeology at the University of Aberdeen.  Digital measured survey plans of both hills were 

created and magnetometer and resistivity surveys undertaken on Easter Rarichie hill and the fields between the 

hills.  Two phases of archaeological excavations and further geophysical surveys were undertaken in April and 

July 2013.  Four trenches were excavated on Easter Rarichie, targeting the roundhouse, the rampart walls 

encircling it and a flat terrace area on the lower slopes.  On Wester Rarichie a single trench was excavated 

through the summit roundhouse.   

The excavations on Easter Rarichie identified a well-preserved stone built roundhouse with internal postholes, 

occupation surfaces and a paved hearth.  The construction and occupation of the house has been radio-carbon 

dated to the period c. BC 400-200.  A trench through the two walls enclosing the summit showed these to be 

stone faced earth and rubble walls.  Postholes, midden deposits and paved areas were identified in the areas 

between these walls and on the terrace area below the summit.  A fragment of shale bracelet was recovered from 

a posthole within the interior of the roundhouse and animal bone was retrieved from a number of deposits 

within each of the trenches. 

The trench across the upstanding circular earthwork on the summit of Wester Rarichie identified the structure 

as a turf walled roundhouse.  Within the interior a series of postholes and one end of a possible rectangular 

structure with a well-worn entrance way were identified.  Midden or hearth material back-filling two of these 

postholes was dated to the period c. BC 730 – 400.  Animal bone, burnt clay and a fragment of cannel coal 

bracelet was recovered from postholes within the interior of the house. 

The team were assisted by local volunteers, students from the University of Aberdeen and volunteering 

professional archaeologists from Scotland and beyond. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Project background 

The Department of Archaeology within the 

University of Aberdeen are within the first 

stages of a major new four year project ‘The 

rise and fall of the Kingdom of Fortriu’.  This 

project is investigating the secular and 

religious power centres of northern Pictland 

and the impact of statehood on northern 

landscapes and people. Ultimately the project 

aims to track the social and political 

trajectories that led to the rise and ultimate fall 

of the northern Picts as a major power player 

in northern Britain in the first millennium AD. 

The research project is focused on the 

archaeology of Fortriu. The study area 

encompasses Moray in the east to Ross in the 

north, areas surrounding the Moray Firth, a 

major maritime routeway and activity zone in 

northern Scotland that links a broad sweep of 

the northern Scottish coastline. The project is 

undertaking a comprehensive review of the 

evidence for first millennium AD northern 

Pictland, including all the archaeological and 

historical evidence. In addition a programme 

of evaluative archaeological research on a 

number of key sites in the region is currently 

on-going.  This work will provide the building 

blocks for an assessment of the long-term 

trajectories of the first millennium AD in 

northern Pictland, examining the Moray 

Firthlands as a maritime landscape in contact 

with a wide range of influences from Ireland, 

Scotland and southern Britain and increasingly 

Scandinavia.  

Research on the Tarbat Peninsula 

As part of this project research to track the 

nature of settlement in the first millennium BC 

and AD on the Tarbat Peninsula, Easter Ross is 

being carried out.  Research and excavation 

over the past twenty years has established that 

a major early medieval ecclesiastical centre 

was located on the north coast of the 

peninsula.  Evidence from excavations at the 

early medieval monastery at Portmahomack 

have revealed a highly developed and well-

connected monastic establishment (Carver 

2008).  A corpus of contemporary monumental 

sculpture in the form of cross-slabs located 

along the northern and southern coasts of the 

peninsula indicate that this area may have 

been part of a large-scale early medieval 

monastic estate. 

It is also likely that the peninsula was a key 

component of the early medieval kingdom of 

Fortriu.  Fortriu was potentially the most 

powerful Pictish Kingdom and is the most 

cited in historical sources.  The Picts were first 

mentioned in late Roman sources and became 

the pre-eminent kingdoms of northern and 

eastern Scotland in the post-Roman period. 

Recent work by Alex Woolf has located the 

Pictish Kingdom of Fortriu to the Moray Firth 

area, suggesting that northern Pictland 

(Aberdeenshire, Morayshire and Ross and 

Cromarty) was a major player in the political 

stage in the first millennium AD.  Little work 

has been undertaken to date on the 

organization of the landscape and the 

identification of high status settlement and 

centres of power in this area preceding and 

contemporary with the emergence of this early 

medieval Kingdom. 

A range of Atlantic roundhouses, forts, 

promontory forts and larger enclosed hilltop 

settlements are known in the region and the 

project is currently gathering the first detailed 

contextual information on these sites, 

including direct dating through targeted 

fieldwork including survey, evaluative 

excavation, radiocarbon dating and 

geophysical survey.  It is hoped that a number 

of the site types listed above will be eventually 

investigated in the region to build a clearer 

picture of the prehistoric landscape of the 

peninsula preceding and during the 

establishment of these political and 

ecclesiastical centres.   

The archaeological excavations at Easter and 

Wester Rarichie are the first sites to be 

investigated on the peninsula as part of this 

project.  The initial results of these 

investigations and an outline of the future 

work which will be undertaken on these 

results is outlined within this report. 
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1.2 Site use and location 

The monuments (Illus 1 - 5) 

Easter and Wester Rarichie hills are located on 

the lower slopes of the Hill of Nigg, 

approximately 1km from the south-east coast 

of the peninsula (Illus 1 - NGR NH 8434 7360).  

Easter Rarichie hill fort occupies a prominent 

conical hill with steep slopes situated between 

arable and pasture fields in a fenced field of 

unimproved boggy ground. The summit is at 

approximately 85 m OD (Illus 2). 

Illus 2 – Easter Rarichie hill fort.  Looking East. 

Wester Rarichie hill is located within a pasture 

field approximately 180 m north-west of 

Easter Rarichie fort.  The hill is a steep sloping 

cone-shaped knoll with a flat summit at 77 m 

OD (Illus 3).  The slopes are grassed and the 

summit is covered in gorse bushes.  

Illus 3 – Wester Rarichie.  Looking West. 

The sites are situated on north facing slope 

between the 60 and 70m contour and are both 

located in excellent defensive positions.  The 

sites command clear views north and east 

across the flat plain of the peninsula and the 

Dornoch firth to the hills of Sutherland.  There 

are also extensive views west to Strath Rory 

and Strath Rusdale, north-east along the 

peninsula coastline and distant views 

eastward to the Moray coast.  The lower slopes 

of the Hill of Nigg are sand and gravel 

moraine. 

1.3  Site descriptions 

Easter Rarichie (Illus 4 & 5) 

The hill is crowned at its summit by a roughly 

circular stone walled structure with a clear 

entranceway located on the south-east.  There 

is a large pile of stone rubble immediately to 

the south-east of the entrance which may be 

associated with later quarrying for stone.  The 

walls of the structure remain upstanding up to 

0.60 m in height and up to 4 m in width.  The 

circular summit structure was identified as a 

possible dun by the Royal Commission’s 

survey team in 1957 and 1977 (RCAHMS 1957; 

RCAHMS 1977).   

Ramparts 

The fort enclosures include a wall that forms 

an oval enclosure around the summit structure 

(Rampart A).  It is located along the upper 

edge of the natural break of slope of the flat 

summit of the hill and encloses an area 

roughly 30 x 30 m in internal diameter with 

the summit structure located centrally within 

it.  An entranceway into the enclosure is 

clearly defined on the south-east, running 

parallel to the entrance of the circular summit 

structure.  This wall prior to excavation was 

identified as at least 4 m wide and upstanding 

to 0.50 m in height.   

Rampart A is enclosed by a wall which 

encloses the entire summit of the hill, forming 

a sub-oval enclosure around it (Rampart B).  

The wall has been built to utilize the natural 

topography of the hill and sits on the upper 

edge of a break of slope, approximately 18 m 

below Rampart A.   

Prior to excavation Rampart B was seen to be 

up to 6 m in width and upstanding to 0.50 m 

in places.  It encloses an area roughly 60 x 60 

m in internal diameter.  In places the break of 

slope appears to be enhanced, trimmed back 

to allow for continuity of the upper line of the 

wall.  The northern terminal of Rampart B is in 

line with the entrance to Rampart A.  To the 
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west Rampart B encloses a large flat terraced 

area. 

A terminus to Rampart B is not evident to the 

south and the rampart does not appear to 

curve northward to complete the circuit as 

with Rampart A.  Instead Rampart B continues 

eastward, truncated by later soil slippage and 

disturbance.  There is a short section of 

possible wall further to the east, following the 

continued line of the break of slope.  It is 

however unclear whether this is a 

continuation of Rampart B. 

A short section of wall (Rampart C) can be 

seen running east approximately 1 m west of 

the southern terminal of Rampart A.  It 

terminates opposite the northern terminal of 

Rampart B, effectively creating a southern 

terminal ‘return’ for Rampart B’s circuit and 

creating an entrance passage reflecting that of 

Rampart A/B on the north. 

Located at the base of the hill is a large earthen 

rampart, upstanding to over 3 m in places and 

up to 11 m in width (Rampart D).  On its inner 

edge sits the modern track way, potentially 

overlying the rampart’s backfilled ditch.  The 

possible upper cut of the ditch can still be 

identified in places along the inner edge of the 

hill. 

Rampart D encircles the entire northern edge 

of the hill, ending on the west and north in 

rounded terminals.  A heavily truncated 

section of Rampart D can also be identified 

running around the south-west of the hill.  

This has been severely ploughed down and 

the spread of material can clearly be seen for 

approximately 40 m before being truncated on 

the eastern side by the modern track way.  

Another section of Rampart D is located 

encircling the south-east corner of the hill, 

truncated on its north by the modern track 

way and on its west by the soil slippage and 

track way.   

Immediately to the south-east of this section of 

Rampart D is another earthen rampart 

(Rampart E) which, although heavily obscured 

by gorse, appears to run parallel to the curve 

of Rampart D for approximately 23 m.  It is 

roughly 6 m in width and, although difficult to 

follow on the ground, appears to naturally 

terminate at either end. 

The entranceway 

Running up the hill from the north terminal of 

the northern section of Rampart D is an 

artificially created ‘ramp’ which appears to 

have been constructed by cutting back and 

smoothing off the natural slope.  The ramp 

slopes up and to the west, running in between 

the terminals of Rampart A and Rampart B/C 

to the summit.   

Post-medieval features and natural disturbance 

A track encircles the base of hill which may 

follow the route of the (now backfilled) ditch 

associated with the construction of Rampart D.  

This track was most likely originally created 

for vehicle access to fort to quarry the stone as 

extensive robbing was seen on all stone walls 

exposed during the excavations. 

There is evidence of ploughing right up to the 

base of the hill, partially truncating the lowest 

bank surrounding the hill on the south 

(Rampart D).  Immediately to the west of the 

western terminus of Rampart D there is a level 

rectangular cleared area which is enclosed on 

its north-west by a natural spur which has 

been trimmed at its edges.  This feature 

appears to be the remains of a field; although 

it was not surveyed on the 1st or 2nd Edition 

Ordnance Survey maps (1881 and 1906).  Both 

the ploughing and the field are likely to be 18th 

or 19th century in date.   

The site is covered in dense bracken and gorse 

which makes access and visibility difficult, 

especially during the summer months.  A large 

area of natural slippage of soil and/or stone 

can be clearly identified from just below the 

summit and running the entire length of the 

southern slope.  Recently exposed soil on the 

face of this slippage suggests that this is an on-

going problem and the hill has been 

destabilized in this area.  On the summit a 

rectangular cut trench approximately 6 x 2m 

and up to 0.50 m in depth is located on the 

inner edge of the wall of the summit structure.  

This is the remains of an excavation 

undertaken by archaeology students in the 
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1980s (pers. comm. Mrs E. Budge).  There are 

no records of this work. 

Wester Rarichie (Illus 4) 

A sub-circular structure formed by an earthen 

bank is located on the eastern side of the flat 

summit of the hill at Wester Rarichie.  Prior to 

excavation it appeared to enclose an area of 

approximately 12 m in internal diameter, with 

the bank approximately 3 m in width and 

upstanding to roughly 0.50 m in height.  The 

structure has an entrance to the south-east 

which appears to have a further length of bank 

projecting from its northern terminal.  This 

bank appears to be an elaboration of the 

entranceway, forming a secondary barrier into 

the structure. 

The interior of the structure is undulating and 

there are signs of possible quarry holes in the 

form of small depressions.  On the western 

edge of the flat summit are a parallel series of 

three east-west orientated ditches and two 

banks.  The length of these features cannot be 

traced in either direction due to thick gorse 

cover. 

A bank is located around the southern edge of 

the base of the hill.  This bank continues 

partially along the eastern edge before turning 

west and up slope where it disappears.  This 

bank appears to be post-medieval in date with 

an inverted L-shaped profile and may have 

been created for stock control on the hill slope.  

The bank overlies a quarry which survives as 

oval depression on the south-east slope face – 

it was likely used to quarry stone out of the 

hill and piles of stones can be identified within 

the depression.  A possible continuation of this 

bank was identified on the lower north-west 

slope of the hill.  It is 3 m in width and 

upstanding only to 0.20 m.  Only 15 m of its 

length could be traced. 

2. PRILIMINARY ARCHAEOLOGICAL 

SURVEYS 

2.1 Measured Surveys (Illus 4 & 5) 

A detailed digital earthwork survey was 

undertaken of Easter and Wester Rarichie and 

their immediate environs.  The survey was 

conducted using a Topcon GR-5 dGPS and 

processed using AutoDesk’s AutoCAD.  The 

areas surveyed covered the upstanding and 

visible features on both hills.  A full 

photographic record of all identified 

archaeological features was taken using a 

Canon EOS 400D which included an 

appropriate scale. 

In addition to the digital survey a detailed 

interpretative sketch plan of Easter Rarichie (at 

about 1:420) with assistance from George 

Geddes, a senior field surveyor from the Royal 

Commission on the Ancient and Historical 

Monuments of Scotland (Illus 5).  This sketch 

plan was achieved by annotating and 

enhancing a measured survey by RW 

Feachem, undertaken as part of the Marginal 

Land Survey Project in 1957 (RCAHMS 1957).  

This initial plan was further enhanced by Strat 

Halliday and Peter Corser in 1977 (RCAHMS 

1977). 

2.2 Geophysical surveys (Illus 6) 

Earth resistance and magnetometer surveys 

were conducted on areas around the base of 

Easter Rarichie hill, on a level terrace of the 

fort and the field located between Easter and 

Wester Rarichie hills.  The survey was 

conducted using a Geoscan RM15 with a 

MPX15 multiplexer and a Bartington Grad 601 

magnetometer.  The survey was conducted in 

accordance with English Heritage’s guidelines 

‘Geophysical Survey in Archaeological Field 

Evaluation’ (English Heritage 2008). 

For the resistivity individual survey grid 

nodes were established at 20x20m intervals 

using a Topcon GR-5 dGPS, precise to within 

0.05m.  The survey was conducted over the 

20x20m grids with sample interval of 1m 

along transects spaced 1m apart.  A mobile 

probe separation of 0.5m was used.  Data was 

collected in the zigzag manner.   

For the magnetometer survey individual 

survey grid nodes were established at 30x30m 

intervals using a Topcon GR-5 dGPS, precise 

to within 0.05m.  The survey was conducted 

over the 30x30m grids with a sample interval 

of 0.25m along transect spaced 1m apart.  Data 

was collected in the zigzag manner. 
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Data were processed using the freely available 

software Snuffler for the earth resistance data 

and the licensed software ArcheoSurveyor Lite 

for the gradiometer data. 

Results 

Field between the hills 

The geophysics showed an oil pipeline 

running NE/SW across the field between the 

two hills.  The strong magnetic response from 

this has certainly masked any other anomalies 

located in its immediate vicinity.  

A number of features of archaeological 

potential were seen in the field, the most 

prominent being a relict palaeochannel 

identified as a broad but weak curvilinear 

positive magnetic anomaly extending 

irregularly across the south-east corner of the 

field, its shape and response suggests a feature 

of natural origin.  

A number of dipolar magnetic anomalies 

across the survey area are responses from 

ferrous objects, most likely of modern origin. 

Easter Rarichie terrace 

A square area (20 x 20m) earth resistance 

survey on the flat terrace area of Easter 

Rarichie hill identified a number of anomalies. 

A discrete oval shaped high resistance 

anomaly was identified (9 x 5m, orientated E-

W).  A further high resistance circular 

anomaly (1m in diameter) was identified to its 

north-west.  

Further weaker high resistance anomalies 

extending between these two anomalies, all of 

which had potential to be of archaeological 

origin. A high resistance anomaly normally 

indicates a concentration of material such as 

stone, brick or if linear, a possible bank. In this 

context these anomalies were initially 

interpreted as areas of rubble or demolition 

material.  

The base of Easter Rarichie 

A second T-shaped area of earth resistance 

survey was undertaken at the base of the hill.  

This area covered the bank encircling the base 

of the hill and an area to the west.  The 

western area was located to see if any 

archaeological features could be identified 

outside of the bank and beyond the limits of 

the defences of the fort.  It also covered an area 

which appeared to be artificially flattened, 

initially thought to be a post-medieval quarry 

or field.  

The ploughed out bank around the base of the 

hill was picked up as a curvilinear high 

resistance anomaly, the banked up earth being 

less saturated than the surrounding earth 

therefore exhibiting a higher resistance.  

The curvilinear anomaly becomes intermittent 

and has a gap at the western end possibly 

indicating an area of heavier plough. The 

curvilinear anomaly extends across the survey 

area measuring is presumed to continue on 

further to the east.  

The area to the north-west of the ploughed out 

bank appears to be heavily disturbed ground, 

suggesting that this may have been the 

location of a quarry or stone dump.  There 

were no further anomalies of archaeological or 

possible archaeological origin identified in this 

area.  As the contrast between the background 

response and the features of archaeological 

origin is seen to be quite low around the hills 

and the ground was very wet during the 

surveys and thick with vegetation, anomalies 

of archaeological interest may be difficult to 

detect or have been obscured. 

3. AIMS AND METHODOLOGY 

Following the preliminary archaeological 

surveys an application for Scheduled 

Monument Consent was submitted to 

undertake evaluative archaeological 

excavations on both monuments.  This 

application was to open up four trenches on 

Easter Rarichie and one trench on Wester 

Rarichie (Illus 7).   

At Easter Rarichie fort Trench 1 (10 x 2m) was 

located to target the walls and interior of the 

circular structure located on the summit of the 

hill.  Trench 2 (15.5 x 2m) was located over 

Ramparts A and B, to expose the walls and the 
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areas between them.  Trenches 3 (2 x 2m) and 

4 (10 x 2m) were placed to investigate the 

geophysical anomalies identified on the 

terrace. At Wester Rarichie a single trench 

(Trench 5 – 11 x 2m) was located to expose a 

section of wall and interior of the circular 

summit structure. 

3.1 Research aims 

The objectives of the evaluation trenches on 

both sites were: 

 To characterise the upstanding 

archaeology and identify other areas 

of activity; 

 To establish the date for the latest 

occupation; 

 To obtain environmental and 

artefactual evidence to provide 

evidence of the sites environment and 

economy; 

 To investigate the impact of gorse on 

the archaeological remains. 

3.2  Methods 

Each trench was hand excavated down to 

latest occupation horizons.  On removal of the 

topsoil and post-occupation layers all 

archaeological features were cleaned, 

photographed and hand planned at a scale of 

1:20.  All archaeological features identified at 

this horizon were excavated, assigned context 

numbers and described on a pro-forma context 

sheet.  Overall trench plans were recorded at 

1:20 and related to the National Grid using a 

Topcon GR-5 dGPS. Sections were drawn at 

1:10 and section lines located using the dGPS.   

A full list of context numbers assigned in 

catalogued in Appendix 1 for Easter and 

Appendix 6 for Wester.  Each trench was 

assigned a block of context numbers to avoid 

duplication of numbers across the trenches 

(Trench 1 – 001 to 200; Trench 2 – 201 to 499; 

Trench 3 – 500 to 549; Trench 4 – 550 to 600; 

Trench 5 – 1000 onwards).  A full 

photographic record was kept, using a digital 

SLR Canon EOS 1100D.  These are catalogued 

in Appendix 2 for Easter and Appendix 7 for 

Wester.  A drawing register is catalogued in 

Appendix 3 for Easter and Appendix 8 for 

Wester. 

3.3 Artefacts and samples 

Any artefacts retrieved during the excavation 

were bagged, labelled and catalogued on site.  

Archaeological deposits were sampled 

systematically and bulk samples were taken 

for environmental analysis.  These samples are 

catalogued in Appendix 4 & 9. A finds register 

is catalogued in Appendix 5 for Easter and 

Appendix 10 for Wester. 

4. DESCRIPTION OF RESULTS 

The prehistoric settlement activity identified in 

the archaeological excavations at Easter and 

Wester Rarichie are described in detail below.   

A programme of radiocarbon dating has been 

undertaken and is reported here along with a 

sequence as interpreted for each trench 

excavated.  Further work is required to place 

these results within the broader background of 

later prehistoric Scotland. 

All features are shown on the accompanying 

illustrations.  Layers, cuts and walls are 

labelled according to their assigned context 

numbers and are described below with their 

context number in brackets. 

4.1 Easter Rarichie 

Trench 1 (Illus 8 - 12)  

Trench 1 was c. 10 m in length and 3 m in 

width.  It was located to fully expose a section 

of the roundhouse wall in plan and an area 

within the interior of the structure.  

Approximately 0.15 m of topsoil was removed 

across the entire trench, immediately exposing 

the earth and rubble core of the wall and the 

wall collapse and build up within the interior 

of the structure.   

Whilst the walls had obviously suffered from 

extensive robbing, the interior of the 

roundhouse appeared to be was exceptionally 

well-preserved with evidence of the final 

occupation of the building, including a 

compacted ash surface and flagstone hearth, 

surviving remarkably well (Illus 8 & 9).  The 

interior also contained postholes, pits and 

gullies cutting into the ash layer.   
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Illus 9 – Trench 1 showing the roundhouse wall, hearth 

and postholes within the interior.  Looking West. 

The roundhouse walls  

A 3 m length of roundhouse wall was fully 

exposed in width within Trench 1.  The wall 

was planned and photographed but was not 

excavated.  The wall was of composite 

construction, comprising an outer and inner 

wall face sandwiching a rubble and earth core.   

The outer wall-face (040) was heavily robbed 

out, surviving as only a foundation course of 

red sandstone boulders built on top of two 

levelling courses of thin stone slabs (Illus 10).  

The boulder foundations were not present in 

the southern half of the trench where the cut of 

a robber trench was apparent.   

The trench only extended just beyond the 

outer edge of the outer wall line but it was 

clear that the ground sloping away from the 

house was rubble spread and it is likely that 

the outer wall-face and core had collapsed 

over time down the hill. 

Illus 10 – Trench 1 showing the outer wall face and wall 

core.  Looking  North-East. 

The inner wall face (057) was a single skin of 

coursed dry stone masonry surviving to up to 

seven courses, up to a height of 1.10 m (Illus 9).  

Its foundation course was large sandstone 

boulders overlain by neatly coursed 

rectangular slabs.  The maintenance of the 

level of each course was evident from the 

numerous small filler stones placed between 

the stones to maintain a constant height. 

The core of the wall (041) survived as a 

concave bank of earth and rubble material 

contained within the outer and inner wall 

faces (Illus 9 & 10).  The upper surface of the 

wall core was exposed in plan and a previous 

trench excavated by archaeology students in 

the 1980s cutting through the upper 0.50 m of 

wall core was located on the inner slope of the 

wall core (pers. comm. landowner Mrs Budge).   

A number of large boulders were present 

along the top of the wall core and a short 

length of coursed rubble was intact on the 

outer slope.  Both of these suggest that the 

wall core was not randomly placed within the 

two outer walls but may have had structural 

elements within it to strengthen and support. 

The interior of the roundhouse (Illus 9) 

An area of approximately 4.60 x 3 m was 

exposed within the interior of the house.  After 

the removal of turf, vegetation and collapsed 

wall rubble and stone (see below) a compact 

green ash layer (013) was exposed over the 

majority of the interior.  This layer appeared to 

be associated with the latest occupation and of 

the roundhouse, comprising compacted 

mottled green ash with frequent charcoal 

fragments.  Analysis and initial interpretation 

of the carbonised botanical remains recovered 

from the floor show a wide range of charcoal 

types and carbonised barley grains suggesting 

that this layer is derived from hearth or 

midden waste. 

The layer was cut by a series of postholes, pits 

and two curvilinear gullies and was overlain 

by a paved stone hearth setting (detailed 

below). 

The Hearth (Illus 11) 

A flagstone hearth surface (014) was identified 

on the east side of the trench – almost directly 

in the centre of the roundhouse.  The hearth 
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continued beyond the east limit of excavation 

and its length is unknown.  The surface 

comprised flat sandstone slabs (approximately 

0.07 m in depth) neatly set together forming a 

rectangle (width 1.20 m, length to L.O.E 1.30 

m).  The paved hearth was located directly 

over the compact green ash floor layer (013).  

What appeared to be the central point of the 

paving was heptagonal formed by three slabs 

slightly lower in height than the surrounding 

stones.  Along its north edge a small flagstone 

surface which appeared to be truncated had 

been added, perhaps suggesting that hearth 

area may have been even larger at one point. 

Illus 11 – Trench 1 Hearth 014.  Looking West. 

The sandstone flags were severely burnt, 

reddened and heat-fractured around the 

central area, radiating out towards the hearth 

edges.  Three postholes (017, 044 and 046) 

were located within close proximity, 

potentially part of a structure located over or 

beside the hearth.   

Postholes within the interior 

A total of 14 postholes were identified cutting 

into the floor layer (013) in Trench 1.  The 

postholes were all sub-circular and ranged in 

size from 0.10 m in diameter up to 0.40 m in 

diameter and depth varied between 0.13 to 

0.60 m.  Five postholes contained packing 

stones (010, 027, 031, 044, 049) – one (044) 

located immediately to the north of hearth and 

four (010, 027, 049 and 031) located in a line 

approximately 1.60 to 1.80 m from the inner 

wall face (057).   

Posthole (010) was located 1.80 m from the 

inner wall face of the roundhouse.  It had an 

internal diameter of 0.40 m and was 0.55 m in 

depth with large sandstone boulders lining the 

cut and the top of the posthole.  

Approximately 1 m to its north was posthole 

(031).  It was square in plan and around 0.25 m 

across and 0.60 m in depth.  The internal 

packing was well-constructed dry stone 

walling lining the cut of the posthole with 

large sandstone boulders capping its lip.  Due 

to the location of postholes (010) and (031) and 

their concentrated packing stone it likely that 

they were both part of an internal post-ring for 

roof-support timbers.  Two postholes (027 & 

049) were located immediately adjacent to 

posthole (010).  Both were shallow and 

contained a single packing stone.  They may 

represent footings for replacement or support 

posts for (010). 

The function of the remaining postholes is 

unclear without further exposure of the 

interior of the roundhouse.  It is likely that 

they either formed part of the internal 

partioning or furniture of the roundhouse. 

Artefactual evidence recovered from the 

posthole fills consisted of animal bones and 

small quantities of burnt clay/daub.  A 

fragment of shale bracelet was recovered from 

the upper fill of posthole (017). 

Other internal features 

Two gullies were identified within the interior 

of the roundhouse.  Gully (035/037) was an N-

S curvilinear gully which was cut by postholes 

052 and 033.  It was u-shaped in profile and 

approximately 0.50 m in width.  It contained a 

high percentage of charcoal/ash and floor layer 

(013) was scorched along the upper edge of its 

cut.  Gully (056) was identified as a short 

length of NE/SW linear gully, 0.20 m in width 

with a u-shaped profile.  It cut through the 

upper edge of posthole (033) and had a similar 

fill and scorched cut as gully (035/037).  The 

function of these features is unknown but their 

location and fill suggests that they may have 

been cuts for internal wooden partitions.  

Test pit within the interior of the roundhouse (Illus 

12) 

A 1 x 0.80 m test pit was excavated up against 

the inner wall face of the roundhouse (057) to 

determine the depth of the archaeological 

deposits surviving on Easter Rarichie.  
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Underlying floor layer (013) was a layer of 

100% charcoal containing large charred timber 

fragments (015).  This deposit clearly went 

under the inner wall face (057) and certainly 

represents activity prior to the construction of 

the roundhouse wall.   

Illus 12 – Trench 1 Test pit against the inner wall face of 

the roundhouse.  Looking West. 

Beneath (015) was a thin layer of compact 

yellow ash with frequent charcoal inclusions 

(058).  Beneath (058) was a possible occupation 

surface of compact pale tan silty sand (061) 

which was cut by stakehole (060) and posthole 

(063).  This overlay a layer of pale yellow sand 

(064) and a band of brown sand with ash and 

gravels (065), both possible levelling layers for 

the occupation horizon above.  Beneath (065) 

was a layer of mottled orange sand containing 

substantial charcoal and burnt sandstone 

fragments (068).  Cutting into (068) was a 

narrow E-W linear gully (067) and a stakehole, 

both filled with 100% charcoal.  It is possible 

that (068) represents another occupation 

surface. 

Beneath (068) was a layer of 100% charcoal 

with lenses of pale sand throughout (069).  

This overlay a layer of compact brown sand 

with charcoal flecks and fragments throughout 

(070).  Beneath (070) was natural pale tan 

sandy gravel. 

Due to the size of the test pit interpretation of 

the archaeological deposits beneath wall face 

are difficult to interpret.  However the nature 

of the deposits recovered does suggest that the 

summit of Easter Rarichie was utilised for a 

considerable period prior to the construction 

of the stone-built roundhouse. 

Abandonment and post-abandonment 

Within the interior of the roundhouse a 

deposit of dark grey silt with a high 

percentage of charcoal and burnt sandstone 

fragments (012) lay directly over the paved 

hearth (014) and occupation layer (013).   

This layer had a carbonised assemblage 

dominated by birch, with lesser amounts of 

hazel, cherry type and oak.  As birch is not 

normally thought of as a construction timber it 

would appear that layer (012) probably 

contains a high proportion of hearth waste, 

rather than being formed from structural 

debris. 

This deposit relates to the abandonment/dis-

use of the roundhouse, sitting directly over the 

cuts of the postholes, pits and gullies.  

Overlying this was a layer of regular sized 

sandstone boulders (011), assumed to be 

tumble derived from the collapse of the inner 

wall face (057).  This was overlain by a series 

of rubble and stone deposits (006/007) 

representing subsequent slumping of the wall 

core material.  Cutting into layer (006) was a 

sub-oval shallow irregular pit which lay 

directly beneath the topsoil (001).  Topsoil/turf 

(001) contained a single sherd of abraded 19th 

century pottery and a piece of modern glass. 

On the exterior of the house very little material 

overlay the outer wall and wall core.  A thin 

deposit of rubble and silt (005) lay beneath the 

topsoil/turf overlying the surviving outer wall 

face (040).  It is likely that this deposit 

represents tumble from the wall core after the 

robbing of the outer wall face. 

Sequence 

The four radiocarbon dates obtained from the 

interior of the roundhouse show that it was 

built, occupied and abandoned between c. 400 

and 200 cal BC (see Appendix 12 Table 2).  The 

roundhouse on Easter Rarichie fits into the 

tradition of strongly built circular dry-stone 

roundhouses seen throughout Atlantic 

Scotland in the Iron Age (Armit 1990, 1992, 

1997, 2003).  The structure on Easter Rarichie 

would at present be considered a simple 

Atlantic roundhouse as it appears to lack 

complex architectural devices (such as 
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galleries, wall chambers, scarcements) which 

would define it as complex (op cit).  The date 

of Easter Rarichie simple Atlantic roundhouse 

between the 4th and 2nd century BC would fit 

into the Atlantic monumental roundhouse 

tradition which spans the 8th century BC to the 

2nd century AD. 

Trench 2 (Illus 13 - 17) 

Trench 2 was c. 15.40 in length and 2 m in 

width.  It was primarily located to fully expose 

the wall enclosing the summit (Rampart A).  In 

addition it was an opportunity to look at the 

area located between Rampart A and the 

roundhouse and also the area between 

Rampart A and the wall enclosing the lower 

contour of the hill (Rampart B) (Illus 13).  

Approximately 0.10 m of topsoil/turf (201) was 

removed by hand across the entire trench, 

exposing the earth and rubble core of Rampart 

A.  Excavation from this point was separated 

into two areas, the area between the outer face 

of Rampart A  and the inner face of Rampart B 

and the area running between the roundhouse 

and Rampart A.  These are dealt with 

separately below. 

Area between Rampart A & B (Illus 13) 

After the removal of (201) a series of rubble 

and earth layers (208, 213, 214, 216) were 

removed located between the outer face of 

Rampart A (233) and the inner face of Rampart 

B (224).  These deposits represent phases of 

collapse of both walls.  Below the final phase 

of this collapse (216) a deposit of burnt 

sandstone rubble containing large pieces of 

charred wood (217) was exposed lapping up 

against Rampart A’s outer wall face (233).  It is 

likely that this layer represents the initial 

destruction/collapse of Rampart A, potentially 

by fire.  Beneath (217) was a layer of stone 

tumble (218) which slumped down from the 

inner face of Rampart B.  The removal of (217) 

and (218) fully exposed the outer face of 

Rampart A (233) and the (heavily slumped) 

inner face of Rampart B (224).  These walls are 

described in detail below. 

Beneath (217 & 218) was a compacted layer of 

dark grey silt containing burnt timbers and 

animal bone fragments throughout (219).  A 1 

m slot was placed through this layer which 

showed that it was 0.20 m in depth overlying 

natural tan sand.   

Analysis of the carbonised botanical remains 

from deposit (219) identified large pieces of 

both hazel and alder charcoal.  Some of the 

hazel charcoal was small roundwood, 

suggesting that structural remains had been 

burnt, possibly a hazel wattle panel or 

structure that had upright posts of alder.  

Radiocarbon results show that (219) belongs 

the period c. 400 and 200 BC (see Appendix 12 

Table 2). 

Area between roundhouse and Rampart A (Illus 

13) 

The area of Trench 2 located in between the 

summit roundhouse and Rampart A opened 

up an area of approximately 7 m from the 

inner face of Rampart A towards the 

roundhouse.  The trench did not extend to the 

outer wall face of the roundhouse. 

After the removal of topsoil/turf (201) a series 

of rubble and earth layers (202/205) were 

removed over the entire area.  These deposits 

appeared to represent phases of collapse of the 

Rampart A.  Below the final phase of this 

collapse (205) a deposit of soft black sandy silt 

(203) was located lapping up against the inner 

wall face of Rampart A.  This layer contained 

charcoal, animal bone and a single flint scraper 

and may be midden material dumped against 

the wall.  Located in close proximity to the 

inner wall face of Rampart A beneath (203) 

was posthole (230) and pit (236) (Illus 15).   

In total five postholes were identified cutting 

into the natural sandy gravels to the west of 

Rampart A.  Three of these (228/230/232) 

contained high concentrations of packing 

stones and were between 0.20 and 0.30 m in 

internal diameter.  Two further postholes (210 

&212) containing no packing.   All the 

postholes were located within 3.60 m of the 

inner face of the rampart and may represent 

structures built beside or leaning against the 

wall. 

Two possible pits were identified which both 

continued under the north limit of excavation.  

Pit (211) contained a high concentration of 
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burnt material and the edges and sides of the 

cut were slightly discoloured by heat 

suggesting that it may be the cut of a hearth or 

fire pit.  Pit (236) was a shallow cut feature 

which continued beneath the inner face of 

Rampart A, indicating that there was activity 

in this area prior to the construction of the 

wall. 

An area of paving (220) was located against 

the western edge of the trench, continuing 

west and south beyond the limits of 

excavation.  This was constructed from flat 

sandstone slabs set into a dark grey bedding 

silt (221/2).  The flags were unburnt and in 

places were very thin stone.  The use of the 

paved area is unknown but as it is located in 

close proximity to the roundhouse entrance it 

suggests that the space immediately outside of 

the building was in use.  

Analysis of the carbonised botanical remains 

from deposit (222) shows that it contained a 

wide variety of charcoal types, with alder, 

hazel, cherry type, oak and willow all present.  

It appears to be the remains of hearth waste or 

midden material.  The radiocarbon dates show 

that it belongs the period c. 530 and 370 BC 

(see Appendix 12 Table 2) 

Rampart A (Illus 14, 15 & 16) 

A 2 m length of Rampart A was fully exposed 

in width within Trench 2.  The wall was 

planned and photographed and both faces 

were drawn in section.  It was not excavated. 

The wall comprised an outer face (233) which 

had been severely robbed out (Illus 14).  The 

face of the dry stone wall only survived as 

three courses of large sandstone boulders on 

the southern edge of the trench and two 

(disturbed) courses of boulders on the north.  

The entire central section of the wall face had 

clearly been robbed and the wall core (237) 

had slipped down within the robber trench 

and over the top of the upper in situ stones.  

The wall face was constructed onto a layer of 

grey silt with rubble. 

Illus 14 – Trench 2 Outer face of Rampart A.  Looking 

West. 

The inner wall face (223) survived as a two 

courses of sub-rectangular sandstone blocks 

with flat faces (Illus 15).  This wall face sat on a 

layer of grey silt with a three courses of flat 

levelling stones placed to create a level base 

for the wall.  The levelling stones sat directly 

onto natural sandy gravel. 

Illus 15 – Trench 2 Inner face of Rampart A with posthole 

(230) and pit (236).  Looking East. 

The outer and inner walls formed revetment 

for the wall core (237) (Illus 16).  The core of 

the wall survived as a slight concave bank of 

uniform earth and large rubble material 

contained within the outer and inner wall 

faces.  The upper surface of the wall core was 

exposed in plan and a robber trench could 

clearly be seen cutting through the northern 

half of the rampart exposed in plan.   
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Illus 16 – Trench 2 Wall core of Rampart A.  Looking 

South. 

Rampart B (Illus 17) 

Only the inner face of Rampart B was exposed 

within Trench 2.  This comprised rectangular 

sandstone slabs of varying sizes stacked up to 

ten courses.  The entire wall face appears to 

have slumped and suffered from robbing but 

the presence of a well-preserved foundation 

course and (in places) the two courses above 

suggest that this is the original location of the 

inner face of Rampart B.  The wall may well be 

a rubble bank opposed to the composite 

structure of Rampart A.  Further excavation 

would be required to clarify its structure. 

Illus 17 – Trench 2 Inner face of Rampart B.  Looking East. 

Sequence 

The radiocarbon date obtained for the midden 

deposit (219) which lapped up against the 

faces of both Ramparts A and B was c. 400 and 

200 cal BC, giving a terminus post quem for the 

construction of these walls as c. 400 BC (see 

Appendix 12 Table 2).  The dates for the 

bedding for the flagstone surface recovered 

between the roundhouse and Rampart A 

indicates that there is activity on the summit of 

Easter Rarichie at some point between the 6th 

and 4th century BC, potential predating the 

constriction of the walls encircling the hill and 

the roundhouse on the summit.   

Trench 3 (Illus 7) 

Trench 3 was a 2 x 2 m test pit located over a 

sub-oval shaped geophysical anomaly.  After 

the removal of 0.10 m of topsoil the test pit 

contained a 0.75 m deep deposit of large 

sandstone boulders (501).  This deposit 

overlay a thin layer of charcoal rich dark grey 

silt containing burnt sandstone fragments 

(502) which sat on a compact dark grey silt 

layer with charcoal fragments (503) overlying 

natural sandy gravels. 

It is clear from excavation that the geophysics 

had identified the deep concentration of stone 

rubble (502).  The origin of this rubble (which 

was also identified in Trench 4 on the terrace) 

is unclear.  However, as the terrace is located 

at the foot of the summit it may represent 

tumble/collapse of the roundhouse and 

ramparts.  Alternatively the terrace may have 

been a convenient storage area for stones 

gathered from the summit and the upper 

slopes of the hill by later robbers. 

Trench 4 (Illus 18 & 19)  

Trench 4 was c. 10 m in length and 2 m in 

width.  It was located across the central area of 

the terrace to identity if the terrace had any 

surviving archaeological deposits.  It was also 

an opportunity to look at an area of low 

resistance seen in the geophysical survey of 

the terrace.  Approximately 0.30 m of topsoil 

(550) was removed across the entire trench, 

overlying a 0.70 m layer of sandstone boulders 

and rubble (551).  A probable post-

abandonment layer of dark grey sandy silty 

with charcoal throughout (552) was beneath 

(551).  All archaeological deposits within 

Trench 4 were located underlying (552). 

Paved surfaces 

Three paved surfaces were identified within 

Trench 4 (556, 563, and 569).  All three surfaces 

were formed from flat slabs of sandstone and 

set into charcoal rich bedding material and 

continued beyond either the north or south 

limits of excavation.  It is likely that (556) and 

(569) originally formed a single surface as they 

shared bedding material (557) and were 
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separated by only 0.20 m (Illus 19).  However 

as surface (569) was constructed of larger slabs 

than (556) and appeared to be overlying a 

hollow it is unclear the exact relationship 

between the two surfaces. 

The analysis of the carbonised botanical 

remains recovered from deposit (557) shows 

that the flagstone bedding layer contained a 

variety of charcoal types, with alder, birch, 

hazel and willow all present.  More interesting 

is the assemblage of carbonised cereal grain.   

Cereal grains of six-row barley, emmer/spelt 

wheat and cf bread wheat were all recorded.  

Wheat is not commonly found on Scottish 

sites, except during the Neolithic period when 

the climate was slightly more suitable for 

wheat cultivation.  As the dating of (557) is 

firmly Iron Age (between c. 400 and 200 BC – 

see Appendix 12 Table 2) this is an unusual 

find and could suggest that this site was high 

status, since wheat may have been imported 

from further south.  The presence of cereals 

and charcoal in the deposit suggest hearth 

waste or midden material formed much of the 

deposit. 

 

Illus 19 – Trench 4 Paved surfaces (556) & (569).  Looking 

West. 

Paved surface (563) was similar in 

construction to surface (556).  It was 

constructed of fairly small (c. 0.20 x 0.20 m) flat 

sandstone slabs overlying bedding material 

564.  It was located adjacent to posthole (562) 

to the east and to metalled surface (565) to the 

west (see below). 

Metalled surface 

Located along the western edge of Trench 4 

was a compact pale tan gravel surface (565).  

This was overlain by the bedding material for 

paved surface (563) to the east.  The metalled 

surface (565) continued beyond the north, 

south and western limits of excavation.  A 0.50 

m slot was excavated through the surface 

which showed that it was c. 0.20 m in depth 

and overlay a probable levelling layer of pale 

yellow sand (566).  Beneath (566) was a layer 

of dark brown silt (567) which overlay a 

possible paved surface (568) sitting on dark 

grey charcoal rich silt (580).  The slot showed 

that there are surviving archaeological 

deposits up 0.60 m below the metalled surface.   

The function of the metalled surface is unclear.  

However it is located immediately to the east 

of Rampart B skirting the outer edge of the 

terrace.  To its east it is overlain by paved 

surface (563) (and potentially edged by this 

surface) and therefore could have formed a 

track way or path running from the terrace or 

a hard surface for activity taking place on the 

terrace.   

Postholes 

Three postholes were identified within Trench 

4 (555, 560 & 562).  Two of these (555 & 562) 

contained high concentrations of packing 

stones and were between 0.40 and 0.50 m in 

diameter.  Posthole (555) was located at the 

eastern end of Trench 4 and was cut into a 

dark grey silt layer (570) which covered the 

eastern half of Trench 4, underlying the dark 

charcoal rich silt layer (557).  To the north of 

posthole (555) was an irregular gully filled 

with charred wood and burnt orange natural 

sand.  It appeared that this was a timber which 

had been burnt in situ. 

Posthole (562) was located immediately to the 

east of paved surface (563) and was cut into 

the bedding material underlying the surface 

(564).  As the paved surface appeared to 

respect the edge of the posthole it is likely that 

these features were contemporary or near 

contemporary in their construction.  A single 

posthole (560) was located to the west of 

paved surfaces (556/567).  It contained no 

packing stones and was cut into the bedding 

layer for the paved surfaces (557). 
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Test pit 

A 1 x 1 m test pit was located within the centre 

of Trench 4 to investigate the depth of the 

archaeological deposits on the terrace.  

Beneath layer (557/8) (0.10 m in depth) was 

two further occupation deposits (570) and 

(575) (0.10 and 0.05 m in depth respectively), 

both comprising dark grey silts with charcoal 

fragments throughout.  Layer (575) overlay tan 

sandy natural.   

Discussion 

The archaeological features uncovered on 

Easter Rarichie clearly show a high level of 

preservation.  The monumental stone-walled 

roundhouse is an impressive Iron Age Atlantic 

roundhouse, with few parallels in this part of 

North-East Scotland.  The internal features 

clearly show that the summit of the Easter 

Rarichie was used as a domestic structure.  

Further analysis will be required to construct a 

chronology for the house and parallels for the 

architectural techniques employed to construct 

it. 

The walls enclosing the summit roundhouse 

are clearly well constructed thick walls whose 

primary purpose must have been the 

protection of the summit and the terraces 

surrounding it.  Both Ramparts A and B were 

built after c.400 BC, suggesting that they are 

contemporary with the construction and 

occupation of the roundhouse.  There were 

clearly structures and paved areas located 

between the roundhouse’s outer wall and the 

upper rampart, although for what purpose 

cannot be identified within the limited areas 

exposed. 

The hearth material used as bedding material 

just outside the walls of the roundhouse and 

the evidence of earlier occupation layers 

beneath its stone wall suggest that the 

ramparts and roundhouse are not the primary 

phase of occupation of Easter Rarichie. 

The terrace area appears to contain structures 

and a build-up of deposits.  In addition the 

presence of a metalled surface suggests that 

this area was well used.   

Further analysis is now required to begin to 

construct a narrative for Easter Rarichie.  

Details of the environmental, radiocarbon and 

artefact analysis proposed over the coming 

months are outlined in Sections 5-7 within this 

document. 

4.2 Wester Rarichie (Illus 20) 

A single trench (Trench 5) c. 10.50 m in length 

and 2 m in width was opened on the summit 

of Wester Rarichie.  It was located to fully 

expose a section through the upstanding sub-

circular earthwork and an area within its 

interior.  Approximately 0.10 m of topsoil/turf 

was removed across the entire trench, 

overlying a post-occupation deposit of silt and 

rubble (1001) lapping up against the inner 

edge of the earthwork and covering the 

interior of the structure.  The removal of (1001) 

exposing the upper surface of earth and gravel 

bank earthwork (1002) and a number of post-

occupation built-up of rubble and silt layers 

within the interior (1006/7/8). 

A 0.50 m slot was excavated through the 

earthwork bank, which was identified as a 

probable turf and earth wall of a roundhouse.  

Internally a series of postholes, gullies and a 

hollow way were exposed cutting into the 

natural pale yellow sandy gravel.   

Earthwork bank (Illus 20, 21 & 22) 

The bank survived as an upstanding concave 

earth and gravel feature.  In plan the bank was 

steep sloping with a narrow (0.20 m) flattish 

top.  On the outer edge of the bank a 

concentration of stones was set into its upper 

face, possibly remnants of revetting of the 

bank (Illus 21) 
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Illus 21 – Trench 5 External edge of earthen bank showing 

possible revetting stones.  Looking North. 

A 0.50 m slot was excavated through the bank, 

which showed that it comprised a core basal 

layer of orange brown sandy gravels (1057) 

overlain with a more compact deposit of 

similar composition (1004).  These both seem 

to have been banked up re-deposited natural 

gravels.  Layer (1004) was overlain by dark 

grey brown sandy silt containing a high 

percentage of rubble along the banks external 

face (1003).  The rubble capped the upper 

surface of (1003) and on its outer edge 

appeared to be a roughly coursed wall face.  

The bank was capped by (1002), a possible turf 

capping for the bank comprising dark grey silt 

(Illus 22). 

This sequence of bank deposits appears to 

indicate that the bank was created by heaping 

up the natural sandy gravels (1057 & 1004) 

which was subsequently stabilised with turf 

and stones (1002 & 3).  Immediately 

downslope of the possible stone revetting was 

a posthole (1057) cutting through (1004) and 

overlain by (1003), suggesting that (1003) had 

slumped downhill covering an original timber 

post. 

The interior of the roundhouse (Illus 23) 

Approximately a 5.40 x 2 m area was exposed 

within the interior of earthwork bank.  On the 

removal of the post-occupation deposits 

(1006/7/8) twenty one postholes, a E-W linear 

gully, four stakeholes and an irregular hollow-

way were exposed, all cutting into the tan 

sandy gravel natural.   

Illus 23 – Trench 5 Inner face of earthen bank and 

postholes within the interior of the roundhouse.  Looking 

South. 

Artefactual evidence recovered from the 

posthole fills consisted of animal bones and 

small quantities of burnt clay.  A fragment of 

cannel coal bracelet was recovered from the 

upper fill of posthole (1015). 

Postholes within the interior 

A total of 21 postholes were identified cutting 

into natural sandy gravel within the interior of 

the earthwork exposed within Trench 5.  The 

postholes were all sub-circular and ranged in 

size from 0.16 m to 0.60 m in diameter and 

depth varied between 0.10 and 0.50 m.  The 

majority of these postholes contained 

extensive packing (suggesting that the natural 

gravelly sub-soil was fairly unstable) and three 

linear lines of contemporary or near 

contemporary posts were well-defined due to 

their sharing of packing and orderly 

construction (Structure 1). 

Structure 1 (Illus 24) 

One end of a possible square or rectangular 

structure was identified within Trench 5.  

Structure 1 comprised three lines of 

intercutting posts which appeared to form 

three linear wall or partition lines set at right 

angles to each other. 

Five postholes formed a continuous line of 

four posts running N-S (1015/1016/1017/1018).  

These posts appear to form a single wall/fence 

line or partition.  The western post (1015) 

appeared to form a corner with posthole 

(1035).  These two postholes shared a single 

central packing stone. 
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The line formed by the corner (1015/1035) 

appeared to continue north with two further 

posts (1019/1023) running in an E-W 

alignment.  Approximately 1.6 m east of (1035) 

were four postholes (1049/1051/1053/1055).  

Postholes (1049/1051) formed a corner, turning 

from the E-W line (1049) southward (1051).  

This N-S line extended from posthole (1051), 

with postholes (1053) and (1055) forming a line 

of intercutting posts that ran parallel with the 

N-S line of posts (1015/1016/1017/1018).   

Illus 24 – Trench 5 Structure 1.  Looking West. 

A possible entranceway was identified as a 

gap within the E-W wall formed by postholes 

(1035/1023/1019) and (1049).  Between 

postholes (1019) and (1049) an irregular 

hollow-way (1056) which ran roughly N-S into 

the interior of the structure.  The natural sides 

and base of the hollow-way were irregular and 

flat sandstone slabs lined the undulating base 

in places, potentially forming a rough paved 

surface built to level this area.  An irregular 

shallow sub-circular pit (1021) located 

immediately to the south of the hollow-way 

may have also formed part of the 

entranceway. 

Three stakeholes (1058/1059) and (1060) 

formed an E-W line immediately to the north 

of the hollow-way.  No internal features were 

identified within the area formed by the three 

wall lines. 

Other postholes within the interior 

Located between the inner edge of the bank 

and Structure 1 a further eight postholes were 

identified.  A double posthole (1014/1029) and 

postholes (1027) and (1045) all contained 

extensive packing and were located in a line 

approximately 1.60 m from the internal edge 

of the bank.  These posts may have formed 

part of a post-ring for the roof of the 

roundhouse.  Four further postholes 

(1035/1036/1031/1038) and one stakehole (1041) 

were located between the possible post ring 

and the inner edge of the bank.    

Other features 

An E-W linear gully (033) was identified 

running parallel to the inner edge of the bank.  

The gully had a very steep to vertical cut and 

was 0.08 m in depth.  This gully may represent 

the truncated remains of an internal revetment 

cut/foundation trench for an internal timber 

support for the roundhouse’s turf wall. 

Sequence 

The two radiocarbon dates obtained for the 

activity on Wester Rarichie both came from 

postholes within the interior.  The double 

posthole (1014) and posthole (1027) may have 

been part of the post-ring of roundhouse, 

although potentially not in use concurrently.  

The dates revealed that both postholes 

belonged to the period c. 730 and 400 BC (see 

Appendix 12 Table 2).    

Discussion 

The archaeological features identified on the 

summit of Wester Rarichie hill appear to 

represent a turf and stone walled roundhouse 

with well-preserved internal features.  Within 

the limited area exposed within the interior of 

the house it is clear that the structure was 

roofed and there were internal structures and 

patterns of wear.   

The gully running parallel to the internal edge 

of the wall may represent an internal timber 

support.  It was clear during excavation that 

the internal face of the bank was fairly stable 

and does not appear to have extensively 

collapsed inward. 

The turf wall of the roundhouse had been 

constructed onto the upper lip of the slope of 

the hill which appears to have caused 

problems from an early stage with signs of 

downhill slippage and the covering of a 

posthole which potentially represented the 

external timber revetment.  The back edge of 
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the turf wall had obviously been weighed 

down with stones and supported by a stone 

wall revetment built into the original 

structure. 

The radiocarbon dates for the postholes 

located within the interior of the building 

dates this activity to between the 8th and 5th 

century BC.  It appears likely that these 

features were associated with the construction 

or occupation of the house and therefore 

Wester Rarichie roundhouse appears to be of 

early Iron Age date. 

Conclusions 

The excavations on Easter and Wester Rarichie 

have identified two monumental roundhouses 

located on highly conspicuous rocky knolls.  

These impressive structures are the first 

indications that the peninsula was a busy and 

complexly divided prehistoric landscape up to 

1000 years prior to the erection of the 

monastery and the carved stones.  These 

monumental structures must have been 

impressive and dominate sites on the 

peninsula which allowed there occupants the 

opportunity to outwardly express their status 

and identity.  They appear to symbolise more 

than a just a place to live and may well have 

represented territorial landholdings or the 

consolidation of power.   

On Easter Rarichie the excavations focused on 

investigating the latest occupation of the 

roundhouse on the summit, the walls 

encircling it and areas on the hill which had 

obviously been artificially flattened.  The 

investigations revealed that the summit 

roundhouse was constructed from 4m wide 

walls, suggesting that this building was a 

monumental structure designed to impress 

and be highly visible.  Within the interior of 

the house was evidence of roof supports, 

internal divisions and a paved hearth.  A 

single find, a fragment of coal bracelet, was 

recovered from the interior.  From the charred 

seeds and charcoal analysed from the floor 

surfaces, the house was constructed and in use 

between 400 and 100 BC. 

A trench through the two walls enclosing the 

summit showed these were substantial walls 

constructed in a similar fashion to the 

roundhouse.  Dating of features identified in 

the area between these walls revealed that this 

space was in use at the same time as the house, 

with postholes, paving and possible remains 

of wattle fencing suggesting that it may have 

been the location of further structures such as 

lean-too shelters.  A trench located on a flat 

terrace area immediately below the summit 

also had evidence of further structures and the 

edge of a possible gravel roadway or path.   

The roundhouse located on the summit of 

Wester Rarichie was built of turf, the walls up 

to 5 m in width.  Within the interior a series of 

postholes and one end of a possible 

rectangular structure with a well-worn 

entranceway were identified.  Finds recovered 

from the fills of these postholes included 

animal bones, burnt clay and a fragment of 

coal bracelet similar to the one recovered on 

Easter.   

Although the two roundhouses were of 

different construction, their similar size, 

entrance orientation and wall thickness did 

suggest that they were built and in use at the 

same time.  However, dating through charred 

seeds recovered within the interior of the 

roundhouse on Wester showed that this 

building may have been built up to 400 years 

before the roundhouse on Easter, between 700 

and 400 BC. 

Excavations beneath the stone wall of the 

roundhouse on Easter Rarichie showed that 

there had been substantial occupation prior to 

the building of the upstanding structure.  

Although the nature of this occupation is 

unclear, one working theory for the Rarichies 

is that the early Iron Age occupation of both 

hills was turf walled houses, constructed at 

some point prior to 400 BC.  The house on 

Wester was subsequently abandoned in the 

later 1st millennium BC but the house on 

Easter was remodelled in stone and continued 

to be occupied.  This theory may also help to 

explain why the investment of time and 

resources was more focused on Easter, clearly 

seen through the complex of walls and banks 
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encircling the hill and the stone-built house, 

whilst the hill of Wester appears to be bare of 

enclosures.  Perhaps the abandonment of 

Wester was a deliberate act, a decision to 

consolidate power and resources to a single 

settlement site at Easter Rarichie. 

5. INITIAL ASSESSMENT OF ARTEFACT 

ASSEMBLAGE 

The excavations at Easter and Wester Rarichie 

produced few artefacts, all of which appear 

from initial examination to be utilitarian and 

locally produced.  Finds of significance 

include two fragments of shale/cannel coal 

bracelet (Illus 25), recovered within postholes 

in the interior of each roundhouse.   Two whet 

stones, two sample bags of burnt clay and a 

flint scraper were also recovered from 

archaeological features within Trenches 1, 2 

and 4 on Easter.  In addition to the fragment of 

bracelet, 2 bags of animal bone were also 

recovered from archaeological features on 

Wester.  A full catalogue of artefacts for Easter 

is in Appendix 5 and Wester Appendix 10. 

Illus 25 – Two fragments of shale/cannel coal bracelet 

(Wester left/Easter right) 

The two fragments of bracelet and the two 

whet stones will be analysed by Dr Fraser 

Hunter of the National Museum of Scotland.  

The flint scraper will be analysed by Julie 

Lochrie of Headland Archaeology.  

Method statement for publication 

 Production of a full catalogue of the 

material with wider parallels where 

appropriate 

 Geological identification of all stone 

material 

 Visual examination of burnt clay 

 

6. ASSESSMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL 

ASSEMBLAGE – Susan Ramsay 

Introduction 

A total of 85 samples were collected from a 

series of features during the excavation, 

including the interiors of the roundhouses, 

bedding for flagstone surfaces and the fills of 

pits and postholes.  Samples ranged in size 

from 0.25 to 10 litres.  A full catalogue of 

samples is listed in Appendix 4 & 9.   

Methodology 

A programme of bulk sampling was 

undertaken in order to examine the carbonised 

archaeobotanical remains.  In total, six 

contexts were analysed for the presence of 

botanical remains.  The samples were 

processed by flotation using standard 

methodology for the recovery of carbonised 

remains.   

Flots and retents were examined using a 

binocular microscope at variable 

magnifications of x4 - x45.  For each sample, 

estimation of the total volume of carbonised 

material >4mm was made and modern 

contaminants were scored using a scale of 1-4 

‘plus’ marks.  All charcoal >4mm was 

identified, with the number of fragments of 

each taxon counted and weighed, unless the 

quantity involved was prohibitively large in 

which case a representative percentage of the 

total charcoal was identified.  All carbonised 

seeds or other plant macrofossils present 

within the samples were removed and 

identified.  The internal anatomical features of 

all charcoal fragments were identified at x200 

magnification using the reflected light of a 

metallurgical microscope.  Reference was 

made to Schweingruber (1990) and Cappers et 

al (2006) to aid identifications.  Vascular plant 

nomenclature follows Stace (1997) except for 

cereals, which conform to the genetic 

classification of Zohary & Hopf (2000). 

In addition a suite of phosphate samples was 

obtained on a 0.50 x 0.50 m grid across the 
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occupation surface (013) identified within the 

roundhouse on Easter Rarichie.  These 

samples remain to be analysed and the results 

will be incorporated into the final publication. 

The following archaeobotanical report details 

the analysis and initial interpretation of 

carbonised botanical remains recovered from 

samples taken during excavations.   

 

Results 

The complete botanical results are shown in 

table form in Appendix 11. 

Easter Rarichie 

Context (012) - Destruction layer about floor 

(013), interior of roundhouse 

This destruction layer had a carbonised 

assemblage dominated by birch, with lesser 

amounts of hazel, cherry type and oak also 

present.  Birch is not normally thought of as a 

construction timber and so it would appear 

that this destruction layer probably contains a 

high proportion of hearth waste, rather than 

being formed from structural debris. 

Context (013) – Floor layer of Dun 

The floor layer of the Dun contains a wide 

range of charcoal types, including birch, oak, 

alder, hazel, Scots pine type and willow, 

together with a few carbonised grains of cf 

barley.  As with context (012), this appears to 

be the remains of hearth or midden waste.  

This wide range of charcoal types suggests 

that there was plentiful local woodland 

available for collection of fuel.   

Context (219) – Midden layer / burnt timber 

This possible midden layer or burnt timber 

consisted of large pieces of both hazel and 

alder charcoal.  Some of the hazel charcoal was 

obviously small roundwood.  This might 

suggest structural remains had been burnt, 

possibly a hazel wattle panel or structure that 

had upright posts of alder. 

Context (222) – Bedding for flags (220) 

This bedding layer contained a wide variety of 

charcoal types, with alder, hazel, cherry type, 

oak and willow all present.  As before, this 

appears to be the remains of hearth waste or 

midden material. 

Context (558) – Occupation layer / bedding for 

flags 

This occupation / bedding layer contained a 

variety of charcoal types, with alder, birch, 

hazel and willow all present.  More interesting 

is the assemblage of carbonised cereal grain 

that was also identified from this context.  

Cereal grains of six-row barley, emmer/spelt 

wheat and cf bread wheat were all recorded.  

Wheat is not commonly found on Scottish 

sites, except during the Neolithic period when 

the climate was slightly more suitable for 

wheat cultivation.  If this context is Iron Age in 

date, then this would be an unusual find and 

might suggest that this site was high status, 

since wheat may have been imported from 

further south.  The presence of cereals and 

charcoal in the deposit suggest hearth waste or 

midden material formed much of the deposit. 

 

Wester Rarichie 

Context (1009) – Fill of posthole [1027/1036] 

This posthole fill contained a mix of charcoal 

types.  Although the assemblage was 

dominated by hazel, birch, oak and Scots pine 

were also present.  This suggests the presence 

of hearth waste or midden material within the 

posthole fill, rather than charcoal from a post 

having been burnt in situ. 

Context (1012) – Fill of posthole [1014] 

This posthole fill contained only small traces 

of hazel charcoal, together with some 

indeterminate carbonised material and traces 

of carbonised barley grain.  It is possible that 

the hazel charcoal came from a small post 

burnt in situ or from an associated wattle 

panel, but the limited nature of the 

assemblage, together with the presence of 

cereal grain, means that this is probably just 

traces of hearth waste. 

 

Discussion 

The majority of the charcoal assemblages from 

Easter and Wester Rarichie are similar in 
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composition, with a diverse range of charcoal 

types that suggest hearth waste or midden 

material.  From the range of charcoal types 

present, it appears that the occupants of the 

site had access to relatively undisturbed, 

mixed deciduous woodland that still 

maintained a wide range of tree types.  This 

suggests an earlier rather than later prehistoric 

date for the site.  The presence of emmer/spelt 

wheat and cf bread wheat is unusual on a site 

that is thought to be Iron Age in date.  Wheat 

is commonest during the Neolithic period in 

Scotland and Iron Age wheat is relatively rare.  

Scottish sites that do have Iron Age wheat 

tend to be of high status since it is thought the 

wheat is probably imported from further 

south, rather than locally grown.    

Radiocarbon dating 

A suite of nine radiocarbon dates were 

obtained from Easter and Wester Rarichie.  A 

table of results is shown in Appendix 12. 

Faunal remains 

Seventeen bags of burnt and unburnt animal 

bone were revered from archaeological 

deposits from Trenches 1, 2 and 4 on Easter 

Rarichie.  Two bags of animal bone were 

recovered from deposits within the 

roundhouse on Wester.   

The faunal remains will be analysed by Dr Roz 

Gillis of the Museum national d’Histoire 

naturelle in Paris.   

Method statement for publication of 

environmental assemblage 

 Further samples will be selected for 

processing and a full assessment of the 

retent and flotation samples will be 

undertaken; 

 A selection of charcoal fragments from 

a number of features (to be 

determined) will be identified to 

investigate types of arboreal taxa 

being utilized for fuel etc.  This 

information will also provide data on 

the woodland types/management 

around the site during the period of 

occupation; 

 Samples containing abundant 

amounts of charred cereals should be 

further examined.  This will give 

actual counts of the numbers of 

charred cereal grains and other plant 

remains (e.g. seeds).  This will provide 

information on the agrarian economy 

of the site; 

 Identification of faunal remains and 

profile of age-at-death; 

 The environmental data will be 

integrated with the archaeological 

features in the final publication report. 

Evidence of different areas of use on 

both sites from the faunal and charred 

cereal will be explored (although this 

will be limited due to the limited areas 

exposed during excavation). 

 Environmental evidence for 

subsistence strategies/environmental 

exploitation practices and the local 

environment will be explored.   

7. STATEMENT OF POTENTIAL 

The excavation of Easter and Wester Rarichie 

has revealed two well-preserved roundhouses 

of different construction on two adjacent hills.  

Easter Rarichie, a stone-built monumental 

roundhouse may be unique in this part of 

Scotland and the analysis of its architectural 

form and parallels will offer an insight into the 

regional prehistoric building traditions on the 

Tarbat Peninsula.  An analysis of its defences 

and the activities identified between them will 

allow discussions on the functions of the site 

and its occupation. 

The turf built roundhouse on Wester offers an 

opportunity to research turf construction in 

prehistory and seek parallels for this 

architectural style.  The dating of both 

roundhouses and an understanding of their 

occupation will be an important element in 

gaining evidence of prehistoric activity in the 

area. 
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Research issues 

 Can analysis of the occupation deposits within the roundhouse on Easter Rarichie suggest the 

functions of the building?  Is it a domestic structure? Are animals present within the house?  

 Does the similar size of many of the posts within both roundhouses suggest woodland 

management? 

 Do the bracelets indicate trade activity? Is there any evidence of craft activity? 

 Can the environmental assemblage indicate the economy and environmental exploitation of 

the occupants of the hills? 

 How are the walls of Easter and Wester constructed?  How high were they? 

 Are the differing construction techniques between the roundhouses on Easter and Wester a 

chronological indicator? 

 Can parallels be seen in the north-east (and further afield) for the hearth construction on 

Easter? 

 Does the stone-walled roundhouse on Easter fit into the ‘Simple Atlantic Roundhouse’ 

typology? Is this a regional variation? (Romankiewicz 2009)

 

8. PUBLICATION PROPOSAL 

Academic publication 

It is proposed that the results of the excavation be incorporated with the other on-going  

excavations of potential prehistoric settlement sites on the Tarbat Peninsula.  This work may then be 

published as a stand-alone article on the settlement archaeology of the Tarbat Peninsula or will be 

incorporated into the wider Archaeology of Fortriu publication as a monograph or a journal article.
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1.  APPENDICES 

APPENDIX 1 – CONTEXT REGISTER ERE13 

Context No Trench Descriptive interpretation Relates to cut 

Trench 1 

001 1 Topsoil.  Dark grey silt.  0.10 m depth. - 

002 1 Upper rubble collapse.  Red sandstone rubble (0.05 to 0.30 m).  0.30 m depth. - 

003 1 Cut of pit.  Only partially exposed within Tr 1.  Irregular sub-circular pit, 

shallow sloping with concave base.  Length unseen, 1.50 m wide and 0.20 m 

deep.  Cuts 002. 

- 

004 1 Fill of pit 003.  Dark grey silt with frequent charcoal frags. 003 

005 1 Rubble and silt wall collapse overlaying outer wall 041(wall core).  Red 

sandstone rubble (0.05 to 0.30 m).  0.20 m depth. 

- 

006 1 Rubble and silt wall collapse (wall face and core).  Loose dark grey silt with 

50% rubble and boulders throughout.  0.20 m depth. Beneath 002. 

- 

007 1 Post-abandonment build up against inner wall face of dun 040.  Compact mid-

brown fine silt with 1% charcoal flecks, 5% rubble and 1% boulders.  0.20 m in 

depth.  Beneath 006. 

- 

008 1 Fill of posthole 010.  Dark brown fine silt with 1% charcoal flecks and frags, 

pebbles and gravels throughout.  0.60 x 0.45 m, 0.55 m in depth. 

010 

009 1 Packing stones of posthole 010.  Sub-angular stones lining cut (0.20 – 0.40 m). 010 

010 1 Cut of posthole.  Unexcavated.  0.55 m in depth.  

011 1 Post-abandonment collapse/build up.  Dark brown fine silt, 2% burnt 

sandstone frags, 30% rubble and large boulders, 5% charcoal flecks and frags.  

0.40 m in depth.  Beneath 007. 

 

012 1 Charcoal rich ‘destruction’ layer.  Soft dark grey sandy silt.  Charcoal frags and 

flecks 20%, burnt sandstone frags 2%. 0.20 m in depth.  Beneath 011/overlies 

014 and phs. 

 

013 1 Floor layer.  Compact pale yellow/green fine silt (ash). Mottled with flecks of 

charcoal throughout 5%.  Becomes orange towards dun wall 040.  0.20 m 

depth.  Cut by phs and beneath hearth 014. 

 

014 1 Flagstone hearth setting.  Square/geometric slabs of sandstone which are 

heavily burnt and cracked.  Central hexagonal stone setting.  Complete hearth 
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Context No Trench Descriptive interpretation Relates to cut 

unseen (continues beyond LOE) 1.27 x 1.22 m, 0.07 m depth.  Beneath 

012/overlies 013.  Unexcavated. 

015 1 Charcoal layer.  100% charcoal flecks and frags.  Only excavated within test-

pit.  0.15 m depth.  Beneath 013. Radiocarbon dated 400 – 200 BC. 

 

016 1 Fill of posthole.  Dark grey silt.  Frags of burnt sandstone 2% and charcoal 

flecks and frags 5%.  Fragment of shale bracelet found in upper 0.10 m, animal 

bone.  0.53 x 0.36 m, 0.33 m depth. 

017 

017 1 Cut of posthole – hearth superstructure post?  Sub-oval vertical sided u-

shaped cut with concave base.  0.53 x 0.36 m, 0.33 m depth. 

 

018 1 Fill of posthole.  Black silt with 90% charcoal flecks and frags.  Animal bone.  

0.13 m depth. 

019 

019 1 Cut of posthole – hearth superstructure post?  Sub-oval vertical sided u-

shaped cut with concave base.  0.56 x 0.36 m, 0.38 m depth. 

 

020 1 Fill of pit.  Dark grey silt with 20% charcoal flecks and frags.  Possible packing 

stones displaced within fill.  0.23 m depth.   

021 

021 1 Cut of pit.  Sub-oval shallow sloping to vertical sides with concave base.  Lip 

of pit on north-east continues under hearth 014.  0.67 x 0.58 m, 0.23 m depth.  

Beneath 014. 

 

022 1 Fill of posthole.  Mottled grey-brown sandy silt.  2% burnt sandstone frags.  

0.18 m depth. 

019 

023 1 Basal fill of posthole.  Soft dark grey sandy silt.  0.07 m depth. 019 

024 1 Fill of posthole.  Dark grey silt.  2% charcoal flecks throughout, brunt 

sandstone frags 1%.  0.20 m depth. 

025 

025 1 Cut of posthole – hearth superstructure post?  Sub-oval vertical sided u-

shaped cut with concave base.  0.43 x 0.28 m, 0.20 m depth. 

 

026 1 Fill of posthole.  Dark grey silt with burnt sandstone frags throughout.  0.17 m 

depth. 

027 

027 1 Cut of posthole – additional roof support post?  Oval with vertical sides and 

concave base.  0.45 x 0.50 m, 0.17 m depth. 

 

028 1 Fill of posthole.  Dark grey silt with two large frags of charcoal and 

flecks/small frags throughout 4%.  0.18 m depth. 

029 

029 1 Cut of posthole – hearth superstructure post?  Sub-circular vertical cut concave 

base.  0.45 x 0.45 m, 0.18 m depth. 

 

030 1 Fill of posthole.  Dark grey sandy silt.  Burnt sandstone frags 5%, charcoal 

frags 1% and animal bone <1%.  0.60 m depth. 

031 

031 1 Cut of posthole.  Unexcavated.  0.60 m depth.  Beneath 013.  

032 1 Fill of posthole.  Dark brown silt, occ.charcoal frags and flecks, burnt bone and 

CBM.  0.28 m depth.  Cut by gully 056. 

033 

033 1 Cut of posthole.  Sub-circular vertical sided with u-shaped base.  0.46 x 0.36 m, 

0.28 m depth.  Cuts gully 035. 

 

034 1 Fill of gully.  Dark grey fine silt.  Burnt sandstone frags 3%, charcoal frags 

throughout.  Edges defuse.  0.16 m depth.  Cut by phs 033 and 052. 

035 

035 1 Cut of N-S linear gully.  Length unseen due to phs on north and south.  

Vertical sided with flat base.  0.34 m width, 0.26 m depth.  Contiunation of 

gully 037. 

 

036 1 Fill of gully.  Very fine charcoal rich silt.  Burnt orange edges.  0.14 m depth.  

Cut by ph 052.  Continuation of 035? 

037 

037 1 Cut of gully.  Length unseen, continues beyond south LOE and cut by ph 052 

to the north (eastern edge of gully intact cont. into gully 037).  Vertically sided 

with flat base.  0.30 m width, 0.14 m depth. 

 

038 1 Fill of posthole.  Dark grey silt, charcoal frags and flecks throughout, single 

large packing stone in upper fill.  0.18 m depth. 

039 

039 1 Cut of posthole – hearth superstructure post?  Sub-circular with vertical sides 

and u-shaped base.  0.33 x 0.30 m, 0.13 m depth. 

 

040 1 Outer wall of dun.  Only three large red sandstone boulders survive on this 

edge, small levelling stones beneath.  Beneath 005. 

 

041 1 Wall core.  Rubble and earth core of dun wall.  70% sandstone rubble with 

occasional large boulders on top and back edge of wall (evidence of terracing).  

Unexcavated.  Overlies 040 and 057. 

 

042 1 Fill of posthole.  Dark grey silt with two vertically set packing stones 043 on 

west and south-west.  0.29 m depth. 

044 

043 1 Two vertically set packing stones on west and south-west of posthole cut. 044 
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044 1 Cut of posthole – hearth superstructure post.  Circular vertical cut with 

concave base.  0.13 x 0.11 m, 0.29 m depth. 

 

045 1 Fill of posthole.  Dark brown silt with charcoal frags and flecks 2%.  0.17 m 

depth. 

046 

046 1 Cut of posthole – hearth superstructure post.  Sub-oval vertical sides and u-

shaped base.  0.32 x 0.20 m, 0.17 m depth. 

 

047 1 Fill of posthole.  Dark brown silt with 3% charcoal flecks.  0.10 m depth. 049 

048 1 Two packing stones lining cut 049.  

049 1 Cut of posthole – extra support for roof ph 010.  Sub-circular vertical sides and 

u-shaped base.  May cut 010 (only seen in plan).  0.26 x 0.23 m, 0.10 m depth. 

 

050 1 Packing stones of posthole.  Effectively a circular stone wall lining the cut, well 

built with courses running from base to top of posthole.   

031 

051 1 Fill of posthole.  Dark grey silt, freq.charcoal frags and flecks 2%.  Cuts gully 

035/037.  0.14 m depth. 

052 

052 1 Cut of posthole.  Sub-circular vertical sides with u-shaped base.  Length 

unseen, 0.13 m width, 0.14 m depth. 

 

053 1 Fill of posthole.  Dark grey silt, 2% charcoal flecks and frags.  Cut by ph 019.  

0.15 m depth. 

054 

054 1 Cut of posthole.  Sub-circular vertical cut with concave base.  0.20 x 0.15 m, 

0.15 m depth. 

 

055 1 Fill of posthole.  Dark grey silt with 5% charcoal flecks and frags.  Cuts ph 033.  

0.08 m depth. 

056 

056 1 Cut of NW-SE linear gully.  U-shaped with concave base.  Length unseen, 0.24 

m width, 0.08 m depth.  Truncated on north by stone hole. 

 

057 1 Inner wall face of dun.  Seven courses of dry stone walling with smaller 

levelling stones throughout, single skin wall acting as revetting for earth and 

rubble core 041.  Unexcavated. 

 

058 1 Test pit - Compact yellow ash layer – patchy floor layer?.  Charcoal flecks and 

frags throughout 20%.  Burnt bone frags 3%.  Beneath 015.  0.10 m depth. 

 

059 1 Test pit - Fill of stakehole.  Dark grey silt with 5% charcoal. 0.05 m depth. 060 

060 1 Test pit – Cut of stakehole.  0.10 x 0.10 m, 0.05 m depth.  Cuts 061.  

061 1 Test pit – Pale tan silty sand – floor layer?  Charcoal flecks throughout 3%.  Cut 

by stakehole 060 and posthole 063.  Beneath 058.  0.10 m depth. 

 

062 1 Test pit – Fill of posthole.  Dark grey silt 6% charcoal flecks and frags.  0.10 m 

depth. 

063 

063 1 Test pit – Cut of posthole.  Sub-circular vertical sides and u-shaped base.  

Length unseen, 0.20 m width, 0.10 m depth. 

 

064 1 Test pit – Thin layer of compacted pale yellow sand – levelling for new floor 

061? 0.03 m depth. 

 

065 1 Test pit – brown sand with lenses of ash and gravels.  Levelling for floor 061?  

0.08 m depth. 

 

066 1 Test pit – Fill of gully.  100% charcoal.  0.03 m depth 067 

067 1 Test pit – Cut of E-W linear gully.  Cuts 068.  Length unseen, 0.08 m width, 

0.03 m depth. 

 

068 1 Test pit – orange mottled (burnt) sand layer – destruction layer.  Charcoal 

flecks and frags throughout 10%, burnt sandstone frags.  Cut by gully 067 and 

stakehole (unnumbered). 0.04 m depth. 

 

069 1 Test pit – 100% charcoal layer. 0.05 m depth. Beneath 068.  

070 1 Test pit – compact brown/grey sand with freq. charcoal flecks and frags 2%.  

Overlies natural.  0.05 m depth. 

 

Trench 2 

201 2 Topsoil.  Dark grey silt.  0.10 m depth.  

202 2 Wall collapse.  Dark grey silt with 90% red sandstone rubble (0.05 to 0.70 m).  

0.60 m depth. Across entire trench. 

 

203 2 Midden deposit against inner face of Rampart A.  Greyish brown sandy silt 

with 10% charcoal, 20% rubble, flint scraper and animal bone. ???? depth.  

Beneath 205. 

 

204 2 Discreet layer overlying ph.  Loose dark brown sand.  0.06 m depth  

205 2 Rampart A inner wall collapse.  Dark brown sand with 30% rubble. 0.20 m 

depth. 

 

206 2 Fill of pit.  Dark grey silt with charcoal.  0.15 m depth. 211 
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207 2 Fill of posthole.  Grey brown silt.0.45 m depth. 210 

208 2 Wall core collapse against outer face of Rampart A.  Dark brown silt with 

charcoal and burnt sandstone throughout.  Beneath 202.  0.15 m depth. 

 

209 2 Fill of posthole.  Grey brown silt.  0.30 m depth. 212 

210 2 Cut of posthole.  Sub-oval vertical sides with concave base.  0.50 x 0.60 m, 0.45 

m depth. 

 

211 2 Cut of pit.  Continues north beyond LOE.  1.50 m width, 0.15 m depth.  

212 2 Cut of posthole.  Vertical sides, concave base.  0.40 x 0.25 m, 0.30 m depth.  

213 2 Wall collapse of outer face of Rampart A.  Large boulders (0.20 to 1.00 m).  

214 2 Rubble collapse of wall core of Rampart A.  Dark brown silt with 90% red 

sandstone rubble 0.05 – 0.30 m.  ??? .  Beneath 213. 

 

215 2 ?  

216 2 Rubble collapse of wall core of Rampart A.  Dark brown silty sand, 10% 

charcoal, 70% red sandstone.  Beneath 214.  ???  

 

217 2 Burnt wall collapse – Rampart A.  90% burnt red sandstone with burnt timbers 

10%.  Beneath 216.  0.30 m depth. 

 

218 2 Wall collapse – Rampart B.  Dark grey silt with 80% red sandstone rubble.  

Beneath 217.  0.40 m depth. 

 

219 2 Midden layer.  Compact dark grey silty sand with charcoal, animal bone and 

burnt sandstone.  Beneath 218.  Only 1 m slot excavated.  0.26 m depth. 

 

220 2 Flagstone surface.  Thin red sandstone slabs set onto 221.  Length and width 

unseen. 0.07 m depth. 

 

221 2 Bedding layer for 220.  Compact dark grey silt.  ???   

222 2 Levelling layer for 220/1.  Dark grey silt, flecks of charcoal and gravels 

throughout.  Length and width unseen, 0.10 m depth. 

 

223 2 Inner face of Rampart A.  Heavily robbed out wall face, large 

square/rectangular boulders.  Drystone construction with earth and levelling 

stones throughout. 

 

224 2 Inner face of Rampart B.  Collapsed wall face – unexcavated.  

225 2 Levelling layer for 222.  Mid grey brown sand with gravels throughout. 0.10 m 

depth. 

 

226 2 Loose light grey brown sandy silt.  1% gravels and charcoal.  ??? .  

227 2 Fill of posthole.  Grey brown sandy silt with packing stones throughout.  0.60 

2m depth. 

228 

228 2 Cut of posthole.  Oval vertical sides with concave base.  0.88 x 0.66 m, 0.60 m 

depth. 

 

229 2 Fill of posthole.  Dark grey sandy silt with packing stones.  0.30 m depth. 230 

230 2 Cut of posthole.  Oval cut (unexcavated in full) vertical sides with concave 

base.  0.40 x 0.40 m, 0.30 m depth. 

 

231 2 Fill of posthole.  Dark grey silt with packing stones. Beneath 226.  0.23 m 

depth. 

232 

232 2 Cut of posthole.  Sub-circular (unexcavated in full) vertical sides with concave 

base.  0.40 x 0.40 m, 0.18 m depth. 

 

233 2 VOID  

234 2   

235 2 Fill of pit.  Dark grey brown loose sand.  0.22 m depth. 236 

236 2 Cut of pit.  Length and width unseen, 0.22 m depth.  Continues under 223 

inner face of Rampart A. 

 

Trench 3 

500 3 Topsoil.  Dark grey silt.  0.20 m depth.  

501 3 Rubble layer. Rubble and boulder layer, 80% boulders up to 1.10 m in size.  

0.75 m depth.   

 

502 3 Black silt with 30% charcoal flecks and frags and 10% burnt sandstone frags.  

0.07 m depth. 

 

503 3 Homogenous brown silt.  0.10 m depth.  Overlies natural.  

Trench 4 

550 4 Topsoil.  Dark grey silt.  0.30 m depth.  

551 4 Boulder and rubble layer (stones up to 1.50 m).  0.70 m depth.  

552 4 Grey brown silt, charcoal and sandstone throughout.  Beneath 551.  0.40 m 

depth 

 

553 4 Upper fill of ph 555.  Dark brown silt with charcoal throughout.  0.21 m depth. 555 
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554 4 Lower fill of ph 555.  Dark brown silt with charcoal throughout.  0.50 m depth. 555 

555 4 Cut of ph.  Sub-circular with vertical sides and concave base.  0.42 x 0.38 m, 

0.41 m depth. 

 

556 4 Flagstone surface.  1.00 x 0.90 m, 0.04 m depth.  Beneath 552.  

557 4 Bedding for flags.  Thin layer of loose grey silt with charcoal flecks throughout.  

Beneath 556.  0.02 m depth. 

 

558 4 Compact black silt with 50% charcoal, burnt bone and burnt sandstone frags 

throughout.  Beneath 557. 

 

559 4 Fill of pit 560.  Grey black silt.  0.11 m depth. 560 

560 4 Cut of pit.  Sub-circular with shallow sloping sides and concave base.  0.45 x 

0.40 m, 0.11 m depth. 

 

561 4 Upper fill of ph 562.  Compact brown silt with charcoal throughout.  0.56 m 

depth. 

562 

562 4 Cut of ph.  Circular with vertical sides and concave base.  Packing 579 left in 

situ.  0.60 x 0.50 m, 0.56 m depth. 

 

563 4 Flagstone paving.  Flat sandstone slabs set.  Unexcavated.  1.00 x 1.00 m, 0.08 

m depth. 

 

564 4 Surface/bedding for flags.  Compact black silt with charcoal throughout 60%.    

565 4 Metalled surface.  Compact orange brown gravels.  0.11 m depth.  

566 4 Bedding for 565.  Compact pink/orange sand.  0.05 m depth.  

567 4 Levelling for 565.  Grey brown silty sand with sandstone frags throughout.  

0.12 m depth. 

 

568 4 Flagstone surface?  Flat sandstone slabs – only seen in section.  0.15 m depth.  

569 4 Flagstone surface.  Flat sandstone slabs set.  1.8 x 0.90 m, 0.07 m depth.  

570 4 Compact grey brown silt layer with charcoal flecks and frags throughout.  

Unexcavated. 

 

571 4 Burnt timber.  Length unseen, 0.21 m width, 0.04 m depth.  

572 4 Burnt orange sand underlying 571.    

573 4 = 570  

574 4 VOID  

575 4 Test pit – Thin layer of compact grey silt with charcoal flecks and frags 

throughout.  0.03 m depth.  Overlying natural. 

 

576 4 = 571  

577 4 Packing stones of ph 555.  Up to 0.10 x 0.20 m.  Vertically set stones lining post 

cut.  0.40 m depth. 

 

578 4 Fill of ph 555.  Flat sandstone flags- possible collapsed packing of ph.  0.08 m 

depth. 

555 

579 4 Packing stones of ph 562.  Neat sandstone walling lining cut of ph. 555 

580 4 Bedding/occupation surface for 568.  Compact grey black silt with charcoal 

flecks and frags throughout.  0.03 m depth.  Overlies natural. 

 

 

APPENDIX 2 – PHOTO REGISTER ERE13 

Photo No. Trench Context No. Description Facing 

1 1  Pre-ex on terrace N 

2 1  Pre-ex of Tr 1 W 

3 1  Pre-ex of Tr 1 W 

4 1  Pre-ex of Tr 1 W 

5 1  End of day 3 – trench 1 progress NW 

6 1 002 Pre-ex 002 W 

7 1  Deturfing dun wall NW 

8 1  Deturfing dun wall NW 

9 1 003 W-facing section through pit 003 E 

10 1 003 Post-ex of pit 003 S 

11 1  Exposing dun wall NW 

12 1  Exposing dun wall W 

13 1  Exposing dun wall SW 

14 1  Detail of dun wall W 

15 2  Collapse of Rampart A – inner face E 

16 2  Collapse of Rampart A – inner face W 
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17 2  Collapse of Rampart A – inner face E 

18 2  Collapse of Rampart A – inner face W 

19-32 1 002 Pre-ex 002 E 

33-4 1 005 Pre-ex 005 E 

35-6 1 005 Pre-ex 005 N 

37 1 006 Pre-ex 006 N 

38 1 006 Pre-ex 006 S 

39 1 006 Pre-ex 006 E 

40 2 203 Pre-ex 203 NE 

41 2 203 Pre-ex 203 E 

42 2  Outer wall face Rampart A W 

43 2  Outer wall face Rampart A W 

44 2  Outer wall face Rampart A W 

45 2 202 West end of Tr 2 - 202 W 

46 2 202 West end of Tr 2 - 202 W 

47 1 007 Pre-ex 007 S 

48 1 007 Pre-ex 007 S 

49 1 011 Pre-ex 011 W 

50 1 011 Pre-ex 011 W 

Photo No. Trench Context No. Description Facing 

51 1  Outer wall of dun exposed E 

52 1  Outer wall of dun after removal of 005 N 

53 2 205 Pre-ex 205 E 

54 1 011 Pre-ex 011 W 

55-6 1 011 Pre-ex 011 E 

57 1 010 Pre-ex PH 010 W 

58 1 010 Mid-ex PH 010 W 

59 1 010 Mid-ex PH 010 E 

60 2 203 Pre-ex 203 E 

61 2 203 Pre-ex 203 E 

62 2 203 Pre-ex 203 E 

63 2 204 Pre-ex 204 N 

64 2 204 Pre-ex 204 N 

65 1 014 Flagstone hearth emerging W 

66 2 206 Pre-ex 206 E 

67 2 207 Pre-ex 207 E 

68 2 208 Pre-ex 208 W 

69 2 207 Mid-ex 207 S 

70-1 1 012 Pre-ex 012 W 

72 1  VOID  

73 1 009-10 PH 010 with packing 009 E 

74 2  Overview trench 2 E 

75 2 010 PH 010 S 

76-7 1 010 PH 010 W 

78 1  VOID  

79 2  East end of trench 2 W 

80-85 2 213 Rubble 213 E 

86 2 213 Rubble 213 N 

87 2 213 Rubble 213 S 

88 2 213 Rubble 213 W 

89 2 009 Pre-ex PH 209 E 

90-94 2 012 Pre-ex 012 W 

95 1 012 Pre-ex 012 E 

96 1 014 Detail of hearth 014 emerging E 

97-102 1  Dun wall interior face W 

103-4 1  Dun wall interior face S 

105-6 1  Dun wall interior face W 

107-9 1  Dun wall outer face E 

110 1 014 Flagstone hearth 014 W 

111 1 014 Flagstone hearth 014 S 

112 1 015 Test pit in Tr 1 showing 015 W 



Department of Archaeology  Easter and Wester Rarichie Excavations, Ross and Cromarty 

University of Aberdeen  ERE13 & WRE13 

 
113 1 015 Test pit in Tr 1 showing 015 W 

114 1 015 015 detail of wood S 

115 1  Test pit Tr 1 S 

116-7 1  Slot through 013 showing stakehole S 

118-9 3 501 Pre-ex 501 E 

120 3 501 Mid-ex 501 E 

121-23 1 012 Pre-ex 012 W 

124 2  Trench 2 – eastern end showing extension W 

125 2  Trench 2 – eastern end showing extension W 

126 3 501 Pre-ex 501 (extension of Tr 3) S 

127 1 012 Phosphate samples 012 W 

128 3  Tr 3 after removal of 501 E 

129 2  Pre-ex of west end of Tr 2 W 

130 4  Pre-ex rubble Tr 3 SW 

131 4  Pre-ex rubble Tr 3 NE 

132 1 019 Pre-ex PH 019 N 

133 1 017 E-facing section through PH 017 E 

134 2 217 Wall collapse – pre-ex E 

135-143 2 217 Wall collapse – pre-ex E 

Photo No. Trench Context No. Description Facing 

144 1 021 Pit 021 E 

145 2 217 Burnt wood within 217 NE 

146-7 2 217 Burnt wood within 217 NE 

148-9 1 019 PH 019 N 

150 1 025 PH 025 SE 

151 1 021/025 PH 021 and 025 SE 

152-3 2 219 Charred wood within 219 W 

154 2 219 Charred wood within 219 E 

155-6 2 219 Charred wood within 219 W 

157 2 218 Outer rampart collapse 218 W 

158 2 218 Outer rampart collapse 218 E 

159 2 220 Flagstone surface 220 E 

160 2 220 Flagstone surface 220 W 

161 1 027 PH 027 SE 

162 1 019 Post-ex PH 019 E 

163 1 013/014 Hearth 014 and Floor 013 W 

164 1 013/014 Hearth 014 and Floor 013 W 

165 1 014 Hearth 014 E 

166 1 029 PH 029 mid-ex with detail of burnt wood E 

167 1 029 PH 029 mid-ex with detail of burnt wood S 

168 1 029 PH 029 mid-ex with detail of burnt wood S 

169 1 029 PH 029 mid-ex with detail of burnt wood E 

170 1 029 PH 029 mid-ex with detail of burnt wood – N-facing section S 

171 2 217 Wall collapse 217 W 

172 2 217 Wall collapse 217 W 

173 2 221 Floor layer 221 W 

174 1 033/035/037 E-facing section through PHs 033 and 035 and gully 037 W 

175 1 033/035 E-facing section through PHs 033/035 W 

176 1 037 Post-ex of gully S 

177 1 037 N-facing section through gully 037 S 

178 1 039 W-facing section through PH 039 E 

179-183 2 219 Pre-ex of midden 219 W 

184-86 2 219 Pre-ex of midden 219 E 

187-92 1 040 Outer face of dun wall E 

193-95 1 040 Outer face of dun wall E 

196-201 2 219 Section through midden W 

202-04 2 233 Outer face of Rampart A W 

205 1 044 N-facing section through PH S 

206 1 046 Post-ex of PH N 

207 1 049 Post-ex of PH N 

208 1 037/052 Post-ex of PH 052 and gully 037 W 
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209 1 033 Post-ex of PH 033 S 

210 1 033 Post-ex of PH 033 W 

211 1 226 Pre-ex –occupation layer N 

212 1 054 Post-ex PH 054 S 

213 1 054/019 PH 054 and 019 and gully 056 S 

214-15 2 227 PH fill E 

216-220 2 223/257 Rampart A core and inner face S 

221 2 227 PH fill SE 

222 1 056 Post-ex of gully S 

223 2 229 PH fill S 

224-27 2 231 Pre-ex of PH E/N 

228-9 2 227 PH   

230 2 229 PH  

231 2 231 PH  

232-53 1 031 PH  

254 4 551/552 Working shot 551/552 SW 

255 4 551/552 Working shot 551/552 NE 

256-265 4  VOID  

266 4 551 Working shot of NE end of trench - 551 NE 

Photo No. Trench Context No. Description Facing 

267 4 555 Pre-ex of PH NE 

268 4 555/573 Pre-ex two PHs? NE 

269 4 562/3 Flagstone surface 563 and PH 562 S 

270 4 565/573/556/569 Trench shot SW 

271 4 565/573/556/569 Trench shot NE 

272 4 562/3 PH and flagstone surface S 

273 4 569/556 Flagstone surfaces SW 

274 4  Pre-ex – PHs? N 

275 4 562 Post-ex of PH 562 S 

276 4 556/7/569 Pre-ex layer 557, flags 569 and 556 SW 

277-8 2 231 PH S 

279-84 2 229 PH SE 

285 1  037/033/035/052/056 Gully and PH complex N 

286 1  037/033/035/052/056 Gully and PH complex S 

287 1 035 Gully 035 with PHs 052 and 033 W 

288 4 550/551/552 Sondage  NW 

289 4  Sondage SE 

290 4  Sondage SE 

291 1 058/060 Stakehole 060 and layer 058 W 

292-97 2 224 Rampart B - 224 E 

298 4 555/576 Post-ex PH and burnt area 576 NE 

299-301 2 223 Rampart A – inner face W 

302-04 2 234 Tumble N 

305 2 235 Post-ex pit N 

306 2 227 PH S 

307-319 1  Trench 1 Post-ex W 

320-323 1  Trench 1 Post-ex E 

324-25 1 014 Trench 1 Post-ex - hearth W 

326 1  Trench 1 Post-ex – hearth and PHs  S 

327 1  Trench 1 Post-ex – hearth and PHs E 

328 1  Trench 1 Post-ex – inner wall of dun W 

329 1 014 Trench 1 Post-ex – hearth and PHs S 

330 1 014 Trench 1 Post-ex – hearth and PHs N 

331 1  Trench 1 Post-ex – test pit N 

332 1  Trench 1 Post-ex – test pit N 

333-346 2  Trench 2 – Post-ex  

347 4  Trench 4 – Post-ex SW 

348 4  Trench 4 – Post-ex NE 

349-77 4  Trench 4 – Post-ex  

378 1  Test pit – 058 and PH W 

379 1  Test pit – layer 058 and PH/stakehole W 
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380 1  Test pit – pre-ex of 068 with stakehole and gully N 

381 1  Test pit – pre-ex of 068 with stakehole and gully N 

382 1  Test pit – pre-ex 070 N 

383-4 1  Test pit - natural E 

385-395 1  Section of test pit W 

 

APPENDIX 3 – DRAWING REGISTER ERE13 

Drawing 

No. 

Description Type Scale 

001 Pre-ex 002 and post-ex 003 Plan 1:20 

002 W-facing section 003 Section 1:10 

003 Pre-ex 006 Plan 1:20 

004 Pre-ex 205 Plan 1:20 

005 Pre-ex 203 Plan 1:20 

006 Pre-ex 204 Plan 1:20 

007 Pre-ex 202 Plan 1:20 

008 Pre-ex 011 Plan 1:20 

009 Post-ex 010 Plan 1:20 

010 Profile PH 010 Section 1:10 

011 Pre-ex 012 Plan 1:20 

012 Plan of hearth 014 Plan 1:20 

013 Pre-ex 503 – Tr 3 Plan 1:20 

014 Pre-ex 214 Plan 1:20 

015 Pre-ex 215 Plan 1:20 

016 Pre-ex 503 – Tr 3 Plan 1:20 

017 Pre-ex 216 Plan 1:20 

018 Pre-ex floor layer 013 and PHs Plan 1:20 

019 Pre-ex 551 Plan 1:20 

020 N-facing section PH 019 Section 1:10 

021 NE-facing section 027 Section 1:10 

022 N-facing section 029 Section 1:10 

023 Pre-ex PH 031 Plan 1:20 

024 Profile of PH 039 Section 1:10 

025 Profile of PH 031 Section 1:10 

026 Plan of 040 outer face of dun wall Plan 1:20 

027 SW-facing section of PH 044 Section 1:10 

028 SE-facing section through 033/035/052 Section 1:10 

029 SE-facing section through PH 017 Section 1:10 

030 S-facing section PH 046 Section 1:10 

031 E-facing section PH 049 Section 1:10 

032 NE-facing section 054 Section 1:10 

033 Rampart A – wall core 237 Plan 1:20 

034 Plan of PH 232 Plan 1:20 

035 Profile through PH 231 Section 1:10 

036 E-facing section of Inner face of dun wall 057 Section 1:10 

037 Plan of PH 233 Plan 1:20 

038 NE facing section Trench 2 - 1/2 Section 1:10 

039 NE-facing section Trench 2 – 2/2 Section 1:10 

040 Test pit – plan of 058 Plan 1:20 

041 Test pit – plan of 061 Plan 1:20 

042 N-facing profile 037 Section 1:10 

043 NE-facing profile 035 Section 1:10 

044 Pre-ex 551 Plan 1:20 

045 Pre-ex 552 Plan 1:20 

046 Pre-ex 552 Plan 1:20 

047 Pre-ex 552 Plan 1:20 

048 Pre-ex 551 Plan 1:20 

049 Pre-ex Trench 4 Plan 1:20 

050 Pre-ex 558 and test pit location Plan 1:20 
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Drawing 

No. 

Description Type Scale 

051 Section through test pit– 558/570/575 Section 1:10 

052 Section through metalled surface 565 Section 1:10 

053 Section PH 562 Section 1:10 

054 Section PH 555 Section 1:10 

055 Post-ex plan 555/571/572 Plan 1:20 

056 Post-ex plan PH 562 Plan 1:20 

057 Post-ex plan Tr 4 Plan 1:20 

058 Post-ex plan of dun wall 040/041/057 Plan 1:20 

059 Pre-ex 064 Plan 1:20 

060 Pre-ex 068 Plan 1:20 

061 Pre-ex 068 and gully 067/stakehole Plan 1:20 

062 Pre-ex 069 Plan 1:20 

063 Pre-ex 070 Plan 1:20 

064 E-facing section through test pit Section 1:10 

065 Outer face of Rampart A – 233 Section 1:10 

066 Inner face of Rampart A – 223 Section 1:10 

067 Plan of Rampart B – 224 Plan 1:20 

068 W-facing section through midden 219 Section 1:10 

069 Section – PH 212 Section 1:10 

070 Post-ex plan PH 212 Plan 1:20 

071 Post-ex plan 210/211/212 Plan 1:20 

072 Pre-ex plan 208 Plan 1:20 

073 Section PH 210 Section 1:10 

074 Post-ex plan PH 210 Plan 1:20 

075 Pre-ex 219 Plan 1:20 

076 Pre-ex 217 Plan 1:20 

077 Pre-ex 226 Plan 1:20 

078 Pre-ex 227 Plan 1:20 

079 Pre-ex PH 227 Plan 1:20 

080 W-facing section 227 Section 1:10 

081 S-facing section 227 Section 1:10 

082 Pre-ex 235 Plan 1:20 

083 Pre-ex 218 Plan 1:20 

084 Pre-ex 217 Plan 1:20 

085 Pre-ex 213 Plan 1:20 

086 Post-ex Trench 2 Plan 1:20 

087 Pre-ex flagstone surface 220 Plan 1:20 

088 Pre-ex 222 Plan 1:20 

089 Pre-ex 206 and 207 PHs Plan 1:20 

090 Pre-ex 209 PHs Plan 1:20 

091 Pre-ex 225 Plan 1:20 

092 Final post-ex plan Trench 2 Plan 1:20 

093 Final post-ex plan Trench 1 Plan 1:20 

 

APPENDIX 4 – SAMPLE REGISTER ERE13 

Sample 

No. 

Context No. Description 

1 007 Post-occupation deposit 

2 011 Post-occupation deposit 

3 203 Occupation deposit 

4 206 PH fill 

5 207 PH fill 

6 208 Possible midden layer 

7 008 PH fill 

8 209 PH fill 

9 012 Destruction layer – charcoal 

10 015 Destruction layer – charcoal (re-numbered from 013) 

11 015 Destruction layer – charcoal 
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Sample 

No. 

Context No. Description 

12 502 Charcoal deposit 

13 503 Occupation deposit 

14 012 Burnt layer 

15 016 PH fill 

16 020 Pit fill 

17 215 Make-up layer 

18 217 Charred wood 

19 024 PH fill 

20 018 PH fill 

21 022 PH fill 

22 023 PH fill 

23 216 Collapse 

24 216 Collapse 

25 217 Collapse 

26 217 Collapse 

27 219 Charred wood 

28 219 Charred wood 

29 219 Charred wood 

30 219 Charred wood 

31 030 PH fill 

32 028 PH fill 

33 222 Bedding for flags 

34 219 Midden 

35 038 PH fill 

36 041 Dun wall core 

37 219 Midden 

38 042 PH fill 

39 226 Occupation layer 

40 055 Fill of gully 

41 231 PH fill 

42 227 PH fill 

43 061 Test –pit – floor layer? 

44 015 Charcoal layer (same as sample 10/11) 

45 058 Test pit – Floor layer? 

46 558 Charcoal layer 

47 571 Burnt wood 

48 553 PH fill 

49 554 PH fill 

50 561 PH fill 

51 559 Pit fill 

52 576 Charcoal 

53 580 Charcoal (re-numbered from 569) 

54 567 Occupation layer 

55 566 Bedding for flags 

56 565 Metalled surface 

57  VOID? 

58 013 Floor layer – 21 phosphate samples 

59 013 Floor layer 

60 062 PH fill 

61 065 Levelling layer 

62 068 Destruction layer 

63 069 Charcoal layer 

64 070 Levelling? 

 

APPENDIX 5 – FINDS REGISTER ERE13 

Context 

No. 

Material Description 

001 Ceramic  19th/20th century brown glazed pottery – part of teapot? 
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001 Glass Modern glass sherd 

011 Bone  

012 Bone  

013 Bone  

016 Bone  

016 Stone Fragment of shale bracelet 

018 Bone  

020 Bone  

020 Stone Possible whet stone 

022 Bone  

030 Bone  

030 CBM Daub fragments? 

032 CBM Daub fragments? 

032 Bone  

051 Bone  

069 Bone  

203 Flint Flint scraper 

203 Bone  

204 Stone Whet stone  

215 Bone  

216 Bone  

217 Shell Fragments of winkle shells (x4) 

217 Bone  

501 FE Lump of slag 

561 Bone  

558 Bone  

 

APPENDIX 6 – CONTEXT REGISTER WRE13 

Context No Trench Descriptive interpretation Relates to cut 

1000 5 Topsoil.  Dark grey silt.  0.30 m depth.  

1001 5 Post-occupation build up.  0.20 m depth.  

1002 5 Upper capping of bank.  Mid-brown sandy silt with gravels throughout.  

Capped by rotted turf?  0.10 m depth. 

 

1003 5 Turf layer within bank. Friable dark grey/brown sandy d=silt, stones 

throughout.   0.20 m depth. 

 

1004 5 Bank material.  Compact light yellow brown sandy silt, gravels throughout.  

Beneath 1003.  0.24 m depth. 

 

1005 5 Rubble layer underlying 1001.  Rubble and boulders.  0.30 m depth.  

1006 5 Post-occupation layer.  Friable yellow/brown sandy silt with gravels 

throughout.  Beneath 1001.  0.10 m depth. 

 

1007 5 Post-occupation layer.  Friable mid grey sandy silt, charcoal and gravels 

throughout.  Beneath 1001.  0.10 m depth. 

 

1008 5 Rubble collapse.  Sandstone rubble and boulders (up to 0.55 m) within a 

sandy silt matrix.  Beneath 1001.  0.10 m depth.   

 

1009 5 = 1026 and fill of 1036 1027/1036 

1010 5 Natural whitish sandy gravel.  

1011 5 Upper fill of phs 1015/1017/1018/1040.  Dark grey brown sandy silt with 

charcoal, gravels and stones throughout.  Contained bracelet frag [1018] and 

cattle teeth [1017].   

1015//1017/1018/1040 

1012 5 Fill of ph 1014.  Light brown sandy silt with packing stones.  Charcoal 5%.  

0.40 m depth. 

1014 

1013 5 Fill of ph 1019.  Mid brown sandy silt, gravels throughout.  0.16 m depth. 1019 

1014 5 Cut of ph.  Sub-circular vertical sided with concave base.  0.35 x 0.37, 0.40 

depth.  Cuts natural. 

 

1015 5 Cut of ph.  Sub-circular with vertical sides and u-shaped profile.  0.34 x 0.32 

m, 0.36 m depth.  Part of a series with 1016/1017/1018. 

 

1016 5 Cut of ph.  Sub-circular with vertical sides and u-shaped profile.  0.28 x 0.26 

m, 0.35 m depth.  Part of a series with 1015/1017/1018. 

 

1017 5 Cut of ph.  Sub-circular with vertical sides and u-shaped profile.  0.28 x 0.28 

m, 0.45 m depth.  Part of a series with 1015/1016/1018. 
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Context No Trench Descriptive interpretation Relates to cut 

1018 5 Cut of ph.  Sub-circular with vertical sides and u-shaped profile.  0.32 x 0.23 

m, 0.22 m depth.  Part of a series with 1015/1016/1017.  Cut by 1040? 

 

1019 5 Cut of ph.  Oval shallow sloping with flat base.  0.36 x 0.63 m, 0.16 m depth.   

Cuts ph 1022. 

 

1020 5 Fill of 1021.  Soft med brown sandy silt.  0.21 m depth. 1021 

1021 5 Cut of hollow/pit.  Oval, shallow sloping u-shaped profile.  0.62 x 0.66 m, 

0.21 m depth. 

 

1022 5 Fill of ph 1023.  Soft mid brown sandy silt with packing stones and daub.  

0.43 m depth. 

1023 

1023 5 Cut of ph.  Circular with v-shaped profile.  0.52 x 0.41 m, 0.43 m depth.  

1024 5 Fill of ph 1025.  Soft mid brown sandy silt with packing stones.  0.27 m 

depth. 

1025 

1025 5 Cut of ph.  Circular with u-shaped profile.  0.29 x 0.33 m, 0.27 m depth.  

1026 5 Fill of ph.  Mid brown sandy silt with packing stones (collapsed).  0.30 m 

depth. = 1009. 

1027 

1027 5 Cut of ph.  Circular with vertical sides and u-shaped profile.  Contemporary 

with 1014?  0.47 x 0.42 m, 0.30 m depth. 

 

1028 5 Fill of ph.  Med orange brown sandy silt with packing stones.  0.27 m depth.  

Possibly cuts ph 1014. 

1029 

1029 5 Cut of ph.  Oval with vertical sides and u-shaped profile.  Length unseen, 

0.58 m width, 0.27 m depth. 

 

1030 5 Fill of ph.  Dark brown silty sand, charcoal and gravels throughout.  0.15 m 

depth. 

1031 

1031 5 Cut of ph.  Circular with vertical sides and v-shaped base.  0.14 x 0.14 m, 

0.15 m depth. 

 

1032 5 Fill of gully 1033.  Loose dark brown sandy silt, gravels throughout.  0.09 m 

depth. 

1033 

1033 5 Cut of E-W linear gully (slot/palisade?).  Running parallel to base of bank.  

U-shaped profile with vertical sides and concave base.   

 

1034 5 Fill of ph 1035.  Med grey brown sandy silt with charcoal and gravels 

throughout.  Packing stones.  Depth 0.30 m. 

1035 

1035 5 Cut of ph.  Sub-oval with vertical sides and concave base.  Length unseen, 

width 0.37 m, depth 0.30 m. 

 

1036 5 Cut of ph.  Oval with vertical sides and concave base.  Packing stones.  0.50 

x 0.47 m, 0.34 m depth. 

1056 

1037 5 Fill of ph.  Loose light brown sandy silt.  0.15 m depth. 1038 

1038 5 Cut of ph.  Circular with u-shaped profile.  0.29 x 0.26 m, 0.15 m depth.  

1039 5 Occupation/levelling.  Mid grey sandy silt with gravels throughout. 0.30 m 

depth.  Fills hollow area with flat stones. 

 

1040 5 Cut of ph.  Oval with vertical sides and u-shaped profile.  Possibly cutting 

phs 1018 and 1017.  0.66 x 0.32 m, 0.22m depth. 

 

1041 5 Cut of small circular ph.  Vertical with u-shaped profile.  Close to gully 1033 

– revetment of bank? 0.20 x 0.20 m, 0.20 m depth. 

 

1042 5 Fill of ph.  Med brown sandy silt with gravels.  0.20 m depth. 1041 

1043 5 Linear line of stone slabs aligned at 45° angle to gully 1033.  Kerbing for 

gully?  Set into natural. 

1045 

1044 5 Fill of ph.  Med brown sandy silt with packing stones.  0.37 m depth.  

1045 5 Cut of ph.  Oval with vertical sides and u-shaped profile.  Length unseen, 

0.37 m width, 0.37 m depth. 

 

1046 5 Fill of gully 1056.  Soft mid brown sandy silt.  0.17 m depth. 1056 

1047 5 Fill of three stakeholes aligned E-W.  Light grey brown sandy silt.  

1048 5 Fill of ph 1049.  Med brown sandy silt with charcoal throughout, packing 

stones.  0.29 m depth. 

1049 

1049 5 Cut of ph.  Oval with vertical sides and u-shaped base.  0.40 x 0.29 m, 0.29 m 

depth. 

 

1050 5 Fill of ph 1051.  Med brown sandy silt with, charcoal, packing stones – 

shared with ph 1049.  0.40 x 0.30 m, 0.39 m depth.   

 

1051 5 Cut of ph.  Circular with u-shaped profile, vertical sides – shares packing 

with 1049.  Corner of structure with 1049/1053/1055?  0.40 m, length unseen, 

0.39 m depth. 

 

1052 5 Fill of ph 1053.  Same as 1050 – contemporary?  0.44 m depth. 1053 



Department of Archaeology  Easter and Wester Rarichie Excavations, Ross and Cromarty 

University of Aberdeen  ERE13 & WRE13 

 
Context No Trench Descriptive interpretation Relates to cut 

1053 5 Circular cut with vertical sides and u-shaped profile.  Shares packing with 

1055 and 1051.  Not see in plan.  0.30 x 0.24 m, 0.44 m depth.  Corner with 

1049/1051/1055. 

 

1054 5 Fill of ph 1055.  Firm dark brown sandy silt with occ. Charcoal and gravels 

throughout.  0.39 m depth.  Packing shared with 1053/1051. 

1055 

1055 5 Cut of ph.  Possible circular cut with vertical sides and u-shaped profile.  

Hard to see in plan – forms a line with 1053/1051/1049.  0.47 x 0.25 m, 0.39 m 

depth. 

 

1056 5 Cut of gully/hollow-way.  Linear NW-SW gully.  U-shaped profile with 

steep sides.  Unknown relationship with 1021.  Length unseen, 0.20 m 

width, 0.17 m depth. 

 

1057 5 Basal deposit of bank.  Re-deposited natural tan gravelly sand.  

1058 5 Cut of stakehole.  Vertical cut 0.10 m in diameter, 0.12 m depth. 1047 

1059 5 Cut of stakehole.  Vertical cut 0.10 m in diameter, 0.12 m depth. 1047 

1060 5 Cut of stakehole.  Vertical cut 0.10 m in diameter, 0.12 m depth. 1047 

1061 5 Fill of PH (seen in bank section) 1062 

1062 5 Cut of PH (seen in bank section)  

 

APPENDIX 7 – PHOTO REGISTER WRE13 

Photo No. Context No. Description Facing 

1000 1002 Bank revetting/stone collapse S 

1001 1002 Bank revetting/stone collapse N 

1002 1002 Bank revetting/stone collapse N 

1003 1002 Bank revetting/stone collapse N 

1004 1001 Inner bank after topsoil removed S 

1005 1001 Inner bank after topsoil removed S 

1006 1001 Inner bank after topsoil removed N 

1007 1001 Inner bank after topsoil removed N 

1008 1002 Section through bank S 

1009 1002 Section through bank N 

1010 1006 Pre-ex 1006 S 

1011 Tr 5 Trench after topsoil removal S 

1012 Tr 5 Trench after topsoil removal N 

1013 1012 Possible posthole with packing SW 

1014  Possible posthole with packing SW 

1015 1011 Section through 1011 SE 

1016 1012 Pre-ex 1012 SW 

1017 1012 Section through 1012 NE 

1018 1019 Working shot of 1019 – post setting and burnt clay W 

1019 1038 Section of 1038 SE 

1020 1027 Section of 1027 PH SE 

1021 1029 Section of 1029 PH W 

1022 1035 Section of 1035 PH W 

1023 1027/1029/1014 Group of PHs W 

1024 Tr 5 South part of trench showing bank and PHs S 

1025 1015 – 1018 E-W aligned PHs  S 

1026 1033/1032 E_W slot through linear 1033 W 

1027 1025/1024 Pre-Ex 1025 W 

1028 1025/1023/1019/1021 Group of PHs W 

1029 1025/1023/1019/1021 Group of PHs W 

1030 1003 Possible bank revetting N 

1031 1003 Possible bank revetting N 

1032 1003 Possible bank revetting N 

1033 Tr 5 Post-ex of trench S 

1034 1051/1053/1055 Post-ex  S 

1035 1051/1053/1055 Post-ex S 

1036 1049 Post-ex S 

1037 1015-1018/1049-1055 Building? W 

1038 1015-1018/1049-1055 Post –ex of trench W 



Department of Archaeology  Easter and Wester Rarichie Excavations, Ross and Cromarty 

University of Aberdeen  ERE13 & WRE13 

 
Photo No. Context No. Description Facing 

1039 Tr 5 Post –ex of trench N 

1040-45 Section Tr 5 W-facing section through trench 5 and bank E 

 

APPENDIX 8 – DRAWING REGISTER WRE13 

Drawing  

No. 

Description Type Scale 

500 Pre-ex 1001 and 1005 Plan 1:20 

501 Pre-ex 1006 Plan 1:20 

502 Mid-ex 1009 and 1010 Plan 1:20 

503 Pre-ex of trench Plan 1:20 

504 W-facing section through trench and bank Section 1:10 

505 N-facing section of 1033 Section 1:10 

506 E-facing section of 1033 Section 1:10 

507 S-facing section of 1041 Section 1:10 

508 SW profile of 1036 Section 1:10 

509 NW-facing profile of 1038 Section 1:10 

510 E-facing section of 1035 Section 1:10 

511 E-facing profile of 1014 and section of 1029 Section 1:10 

512 W-facing section of 1027 Section 1:10 

513 Profile of 1015, 1016, 1017 and 1018 Section 1:10 

514 E-facing section of 1025 Section 1:10 

515 E-facing section of 1019, 1021 and 1023 Section 1:10 

516 Post-ex of trench Plan 1:20 

 

APPENDIX 9 – SAMPLE REGISTER WRE13 

Sample 

No. 

Context No. Description 

1000 1001 Post-occupation layer 

1001 1006 Bank material 

1002 1007 Bank material 

1003 1009 Fill of PHs 1027 and 1036 

1004 1011 Fill of PHs 1015/1018/1040 

1005 1012 Fill of PH 1014 

1006 1013 Fill of PH 1019 

1007 1020 Fill of pit/PH 1021 

1008 1022 Fill of PH 1023 

1009 1026 = 1009 

1010 1028 Fill of PH 1029 

1011 1032 Fill of gully 1033 

1012 1039 Fill of hollow 

1013 1024 Fill of PH 1025 

1014 1042 Fill of PH 1041 

1015 1044 Fill of PH 1045 

1016 1034 Fill of PH 1035 

1017  1039 Fill of hollow 

1018 1046 Fill of gully 1056 

1019 1047 Fill of stakeholes 

1020 1048 Fill of PH 1049 

1021 1050 Fill of PH 1051 

 

APPENDIX 10 – FINDS REGISTER WRE13 

Context 

No. 

Material Description 

1001 Ceramic Brick/tile sherd 

1001 FE FE object 
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Context 

No. 

Material Description 

1001 Lead Part of lead pencil 

1013 Bone  

1015 Stone Cannel coal bracelet fragment 

1016 Bone Cattle teeth 

APPENDIX 11 – Table 1 - BOTANICAL REMAINS FROM ERE & WRE 13 

 

 

APPENDIX 12 – Table 2 - Table of radiocarbon dates 

Context no. Material Date 

BP 

Date 

BC 

δ13C-‰ Lab Code 

15 – charcoal layer 

(under stone wall of 

roundhouse) 

Charcoal : Alnus 2265 ± 

29 

398 – 

209  

-26.6 SUERC-46744 

(GU30932) 

12 – charcoal layer 

(abandonment) 

Charcoal : Betula sp 2256 ± 

36 

398 - 

206 

-26.4 SUERC-49734 

(GU32279) 

13 – floor layer Charred grain : Hordeum 

vulgare 

2170 ± 

32 

361 - 

115 

-24.1 SUERC-49735 

(GU32280) 

13 – floor layer Charcoal : Corylus cf 

avellana roundwood 

2202 ± 

30 

369 - 

192 

-26.8 SUERC-49736 

(GU32281) 

219 – midden layer Charcoal : Corylus cf 

avellana roundwood 

2253 ± 

32 

397 - 

206 

-26.8 SUERC-49737 

(GU32282) 

Site

Trench 1 1 2 2 4 5 5

Context 012 013 219 222 558 1009 1012

Description Destruction 

layer about 

floor (013), 

interior of 

Dun

Floor layer of 

Dun

Midden layer 

/ burnt timber

Bedding for 

flags (220)

Occupation 

layer / 

bedding for 

flags

Fill of 

posthole 

[1027/1036]

Fill of 

posthole 

[1014]

Uncarbonised material +++ +++ ++ +++ ++++ +++ +

Volume of charcoal >4 mm 160ml 20ml 60ml 15ml 10ml 30ml 5ml

%  charcoal >4 mm identified 25% 100% 50% 100% 100% 50% 100%

Charcoal

Alnus cf glutinosa alder - 11 (0.82g) 13 (3.24g) 22 (1.60g) 4 (0.15g) - -

Betula  spp birch 17 (8.24g) 15 (1.53g) - - 3 (0.13g) 3 (0.52g) -

Corylus cf avellana hazel 17 (1.95g) 5 (0.31g) 14 (5.73g) 18 (1.38g) 2 (0.16g) 21 (2.65g) 4 (0.15g)

Pinus sylvestris type Scots pine type - 3 (0.07g) - - - 1 (0.05g) -

Prunoideae cherry type 9 (1.98g) - - 2 (0.36g) - - -

Quercus sp small roundwood oak twig/small branch - - - - - 1 (0.18g) -

Quercus  spp oak 2 (0.25g) 16 (1.06g) - 2 (0.10g) - - -

Salix  spp willow - 2 (0.16g) - 2 (0.09g) 2 (0.68g) - -

Indet indeterminate - - - - - - 7 (0.34g)

Carbonised cereals

Hordeum vulgare sl six-row barley - - - - 16 - 3

cf Hordeum vulgare sl cf six-row barley - 4 - - 21 3 -

Triticum diccocum/spelta emmer/spelt wheat - - - - 2 - -

Triticum cf aestivum cf bread wheat - - - - 2 - -

Tritcum  sp wheat - - - - 1 - -

Cereal indet indeterminate cereal - - - - 37 - 3

Easter Rarichie Wester Rarichie
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222 - bedding for 

flagstone surface 

Charcoal : Corylus cf 

avellana roundwood 

2352 ± 

32 

536 - 

374 

-27.1 SUERC-49738 

(GU32283) 

558 – bedding for 

flagstone surface 

Charred grain : Tritcum 

dicoccum/spelta 

2276 ± 

32 

402 - 

210 

-23.3 SUERC-49739 

(GU32284) 

1012 – posthole fill Charcoal : Corylus cf 

avellana roundwood 

2403 ± 

32 

736 - 

398 

-27.2 SUERC-49740 

(GU32285) 

1019 – posthole fill Charcoal : Corylus cf 

avellana roundwood 

2380 ± 

32 

728 - 

392 

-27.7 SUERC-49744 

(GU32286) 
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