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1.0 Background
The author was asked by Huntaway Consulting to carry out an archaeological evaluation, consisting
of a desk-based assessment and rapid walk-over survey, of an area of proposed planting on the croft
of Reidchalmai in Little Rogart, Sutherland. The object of the evaluation is to identify
archaeological sites, areas of archaeological or historical interest or areas considered to have
potential for sub-surface archaeology. This information can then be used to design the planting,
fencing and access to minimise the damage to the archaeological record. Recommendations for the
protection of sites within the area of planting are made according to the Forestry Commission’s
Forests and Archaeology Guidelines. It is understood that the planting scheme allows for a certain
percentage of open ground and that amenity use of the area should also be considered as it includes
a footpath used by walkers. Potential for interpretation is therefore also briefly considered.

2.0 Historical Background
The area of proposed planting is to the west of the Early Modern township of Reidchalmai, or
Acholmy as recorded on Roy's Military Survey of the 1750s.The origin of the place name is
uncertain, but most likely to be reidh-chalmai: Calum or Malcolm’s plain or cleared, level place.
Roy gives Acholmy: achadh-chalmai: Calum’s field. The variation could refer to changing land use
with a fluctuating population or climate
No features of settlement or cultivation are shown on Roy's map or on later mapping by the
Ordnance Survey. It can be assumed that the arable ground of the former township corresponds to
the area of improved fields east and south of the present croft buildings. Two small townships are
shown on Roy’s map, and it is unclear whether both are Acholmy or just one, with the other too
small to be named. The location of the western of the two sites is uncertain, but it appears to be west
of the lochan and therefore not within the area of evaluation.
Roy's survey records two small lochans, both draining east into the Garbh Allt which falls to the
River Fleet at Pittentrail. The western of these two lochans appears to be in the approximate
location of the Little Rogart Loch which now drains west and it is possible that this water was
diverted east to form part of the catchment for mills at Pittentrail or for a more domestic mill for the
township on the Allt Garbh.. There is in fact a deep drainage cut round the south side of the knoll
separating the lochan from the Allt Garbh catchment. This is immediately north of the northern
boundary of Reidchalmai croft land and therefore not included as a site in this evaluation, but is
mentioned as indicative of land use in the Early Modern period, particularly in the use of trackways.
It may be significant that a path runs from Reidchalmai to a sluice which controls the flow west
from the lochan.
While the south-facing slope on the opposite side of the water course from the area of evaluation
(Creag na Croiche, or Creagnacour township) has been enclosed and improved, this does not extend
to the south of the water course. The only features recorded on the 1st edition Ordnance Survey map
of the 1870s are the trackway running from Reidchalmai to Creag na Croiche and the path to the
sluice already mentioned, both starting at the present croft buildings. At this date the Little Rogart
Loch is not shown, but an area of marsh is shown draining west.

1. Detail from Roy’s Military Survey showing two township clusters of Acholmy and two lochans draining SE

2. 1st edition Ordnance Survey showing two tracks and area of marshland in place of Little Rogart Loch

3.0 Archaeological Background
There is one archaeological feature, within the area of evaluation, recorded on the Highland Historic
Environment Record (HER):
Reidchalmai, sheepfold at NC 7257 0367
HER ref: MHG28260
A circular sheepfold situated on the edge of boggy ground about 250mNW of Reidchalmai,
measuring 17.6m in diameter within an earthen bank 0.9m thick and 0.25m high, cut by the
ditch of a field bank on the E
The general area of Little Rogart is rich in archaeological sites, including Bronze or Iron Age hut
circle settlements and field systems. The nearest of these to the area of evaluation is a hut circle on
the west face of a knoll 100m to the south at NC 7243 0326 (MHG10615,) associated with ten small
field clearance piles. To the SE, west of Millnafua bridge, are a number of findspots of prehistoric
artefacts, near a chambered cairn and the site of a now demolished broch.
While the pattern of known archaeological sites would suggest a high probability of further sites, as
yet unidentified, the topography of the survey area would probably not have made it favourable for
early settlement.

3.0 Site Description
The evaluation area occupies north-facing ground to the south of a small and possibly seasonal
watercourse, draining east, which marks the north croft boundary. Immediately to the south of this
is an undulating terrace, well-drained on the higher parts and waterlogged on the lower. South of
this the ground rises more steeply, forming a smooth slope to the west but a series of narrow
terraces to the east, the two areas being separated by a small watercourse running NW towards the
marshy area surrounding Little Rogart Loch.
The vegetation is mostly close-cropped heather, with grass in small patches but heavily colonised
by bracken. There is a scattering of gorse and small birch and rowan trees, while more mature trees
line a small ditch in the NE corner.

4.0 Gazetteer of archaeological sites
The following archaeological sites or features were noted during a rapid walk-over survey carried
out on 20.8.09 in dry and sunny weather conditions;
1. Turf and rubble boundary dyke at NC 7260 0364
Significance: Local
Low and indistinct turf bank running NW from the fence then turns to run down the east
bank of the small watercourse, where some stone coursing is visible. This is probably an
early modern boundary, either between arable and rough ground or between township lands
(Photo 1.)
2. Circular enclosure centred on NC 7257 0367
Significance: local
This is the feature recorded on the HER, but is not a sheepfold. The low banks probably date

to the Early Modern period and may perform the same function as site 5, enclosing slightly
improved ground sloping gently down to the north. It is not cut by, but abuts onto the small
watercourse to the east. The banks are too low to ascertain whether this was intended to
enclose or exclude livestock, but access to a section of the watercourse may suggest a small
animal enclosure
(Photos 2, 3)
3. Trackway from NC 72401 0382 to NC 72625 03587
Significance: Local
This trackway of cart width is a visible landscape feature which runs just above the base of
slope south of the lower wet ground before turning north to run to a modern gateway. This
corresponds to the track recorded on the 1st edition OS map which runs from the croft
buildings at Reidchalmai to the road and crofts at Creag na Croiche
(Photo 4)
4. Peat banks at NC 72448 03645
Significance: Local
A series of SW-NE aligned cuts of former peat banks, now very indistinct although
discernible on the air photograph. Undatable but these are the only recognised old peat
cuttings so far, so could date to the 19th century crofting period.
5. Circular enclosure centred on NC 72323 03581
Significance: local
This feature is obscured by bracken but clearly visible on the air photograph. It is
approximately circular, 50m in diameter and occupies a slight rise with a gentle north-facing
slope. The surrounding bank is low and contains few visible stones. The vegetation in the
enclosed area is grassy although bracken and heather are both encroaching. The function of
the banks to enclose or exclude livestock is unclear, but the stone-free grassy nature of the
enclosed area suggests a possible small arable patch dating to the Early Modern period.
However, the site is large enough to suggest the possibility of a prehistoric homestead.
Further investigation when the bracken has died back may clarify this interpretation.
(Photo 5)

6. Turf and stone bank from NC 72343 03625 to NC 72348 03605
Significance: Local
A low turf bank runs south from the boundary fence marking the change in slope between a
slight rise to the east and low wet ground to the west. The bank curves east and rises onto
the higher ground but becomes indistinct. Northwards it does not appear to continue beyond
the fence to the deep drainage cut. This may be the remains of an Early Modern township
boundary or may originally have been part of an enclosure similar to site 5.
(Photo 6)

7. Field clearance pile at NC 72404 03547
Significance: Local
A low, approximately circular conical hummock with a diameter of 1.5m. The eroded west
side shows eight stones, all 100 -200mm across, in a dry earthy matrix. This is located on a
relatively level terrace on the north-facing slope and could be the surviving element of a
small field system associated with the hut circle to the south.
(Photos 7, 8)

5.0 Discussion
The seven features are all minor elements of land use, most dating to the Early Modern period
although the single field clearance pile could be a surviving part of a prehistoric field system and
there is the very slight possibility that site 5 dates back to the prehistoric period. Small enclosures of
land such as sites 2 and 5, and possibly 6, are known from both prehistoric and Early Modern
contexts and can serve different functions, which makes their correct interpretation difficult. In
areas of marginal land where any small patch capable of producing a small crop was enclosed
against livestock, these enclosures would be a recognisable element in the Early Modern economy.
Such enclosures or achagh are common on the west coast. Alternatively, if the general area was
used as shieling ground before or after periods of more permanent settlement and land use, then
these could be enclosures for the holding of livestock. It is unlikely that further investigation will
clarify the matter.
The possible alternative interpretation of site 5 as a prehistoric homestead is based only on
superficial similarities to such sites in size and location. While further archaeological investigation
may provide more information, as the site is likely to be left as open ground within the scheme the
interpretation can be left open.
The other six features are of local significance only and present no obstacle to the proposed
woodland scheme.

6.0 Recommendations
Site 3, trackway, is in use as a walkers path and will remain as open ground within the scheme.
Site 4, Peat banks is a very minor feature with no visual value. It is adequately recorded by being
included in this evaluation and preservation by leaving an unplanted area is not considered
necessary
Sites 1, 2, 5, 6 and 7 should be protected from planting according to the Forests and Archaeology
Guidelines, by leaving unplanted areas which extend, in the case of sites 1, 6 and 7, for 5m around
the feature. No planting should take place within sites 2 and 5 and trees should be kept back for a
minimum of 5m from the surrounding banks.

Catherine Dagg
2, Ruigh’Riabhach
Scoraig Peninsula
Dundonnell
Wester Ross
IV23 2RE
Tel: 01854 633 337

1.9.09

Appendix 1: data sources
The following data sources were used during the desk-based evaluation:
"
"

Historic Environment Record (HER) held by HCAU in Inverness
Early maps held by the Map Library within the National Library of Scotland in Edinburgh

Appendix 2. Photographic Record (digital)
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Description
Rubble bank running down east side of drain, exposed stone
Enclosure: low indistinct earth bank, curving round from near left
corner and returning to mid-left in front of darker vegetation
Enclosure: south arc of low earth bank curving round from bottom
centre to mid-left in front of trees
Trackway, E-W section of double-rutted track contouring above the
break of slope
Enclosure, visible as slightly raised, level circular area covered with
bracken in centre of picture, surrounded by shrubs
Low earth bank, running back from the fence then curving left just
before the background tree cover.
Field clearance pile, low slightly conical mound in centre of picture
Field clearance pile: eroded section exposing stone fill

Viewpoint
From NW
From NW
From W
From E
From SE
From N
From S
From W

