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1       Summary 
 

1.1 The Cromarty Medieval Burgh Community Archaeology Project was developed after winter storms 
and high tides in December 2012 revealed extensive medieval archaeological evidence along the 
shoreline on the east side of the town of Cromarty. Project development began in 2013 and 
included a geophysical survey that also took place in 2013. During the excavations in 2013, the team 
uncovered and recorded in detail the remains of later occupation on the site, as identified on 
18th/19th century historical mapping and documentation. In accordance with the geophysical 
results, the remains of houses along Thief’s Row (a former road within the burgh) appeared to have 
been completely robbed away leaving only a thin abandonment horizon of material. Targeted 
sondages across the site also uncovered the remains of medieval and late medieval buildings, along 
with their associated features and archaeological deposits (Birch and Peteranna, 2013). 
 

1.2 Open area excavations on the site in 2014 saw the start of the present project and produced 
evidence for a more detailed picture of the layout and phasing of the buildings along each side of 
Thief’s Row. This included the remains of three buildings shown on the 1880 Ordnance Survey map 
sheet on the north side of Thief’s Row, below which were identified the remains of at least one 
earlier structure dating to the 18th century. Within the excavation area on the north side of the road 
a complex of late medieval and medieval structures, along with their associated vennels and 
boundary walls were uncovered. The deposits associated with these structures have produced 
ceramics of 13th to 16th century date. One of the buildings provided evidence for continuous use 
from the medieval to late medieval period, and the thickness of the clay-bonded walls would 
suggest it stood to at least two storeys high. 
 

1.3 Along the south side of Thief’s Row, excavations uncovered extensive structures and deposits of 
medieval date (13th to 15th centuries) including the partially robbed-out walls of stone buildings and 
more ephemeral remains of wattle and daub structures, along with cobbled vennels, yards and 
boundary gullies. These areas of settlement and activities appear to have been abandoned during 
the 16th century, the structures landscaped over with midden material before being given over to 
small garden plots, and later to more open fields. 

 
1.4 Trial trench excavations conducted outside the main excavation area in 2014 (Birch & Peteranna, 

2014) focused on three distinctive geophysical anomalies within the Reeds Park field. A trench 
located at the east end of Thief’s Row, located on a linear anomaly representing a possible robbed 
away building, revealed an upper spread of stone with Industrial Period ceramics and underlying 
wall foundation trenches. A large base fragment from a Scottish Post-Medieval Reduced Ware vessel 
(16th to early 18th century) was recovered from the fill of the main wall foundation trench, while a 
few degraded medieval redware fragments were recovered from the lower deposits in the trial 
trench. The soil profile in this part of the field was much shallower than that observed within the 
main excavation area to the west, and the trial trench proved that, while there was a significant 
archaeological sequence extending to the east of the old High Street, the features and deposits had 
not survived to the same extent in this area. The second trial trench was located approximately 
20m to the southwest of the main area excavations in the Reeds Park field, adjacent to the garden 
fence defining the limits of the grounds relating to the ‘Kennels’. The geophysical survey in this 
area produced two clear linear anomalies aligned NNE-SSW, which were interpreted as possible 
boundary walls or ditches showing the eastern extent of the burgage plots running off the High 
Street. The excavation of the trial trench over one of the anomalies produced evidence for the 
remains of three parallel boulder wall alignments and several small stake-holes. The boulder 
alignments and posts most likely relate to the outer boundary of the burgage plot running off the 
old High Street (the present day Causeway), comprising the remains of walls, fences and an 
associated path. Similar types of boundary features were also located in the main area excavations 
defining burgage plots running off Thief’s Row. A mixed ceramic assemblage was recovered from 
the trial trench including medieval redware and Industrial period material. 
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1.5 Although not completed due to time constraints during the 2014 fieldwork season, the third trial 
trench was located on anomalies located to the northeast side of Thief’s Row, immediately to the 
east of the enclosure fence delimiting the main area excavations. The anomalies targeted had been 
interpreted as destruction deposits from buildings fronting onto the road, or possible pit features. 
The excavations uncovered a complex of features and deposits most likely relating to the remains of 
a clay-bonded wall with a wooden superstructure. Unfortunately, time constraints did not allow a 
fuller investigation of these features and deposits. 
 

1.6 The fieldwork conducted in the main excavation area in 2015 (26th June to 27th July) and 2016 (11th 
June to 26th June) produced some spectacular results with regards to the settlement and economy 
of the burgh during the medieval to late medieval periods. Landscaped layers of wood ash and shell 
middens covered the 13th – 15th century medieval buildings, which comprised mostly post-hole 
alignments and ditch slots representing timber buildings respecting property boundaries running off 
the former medieval High Street (now the Causeway). Gravel and cobble surfaces marked paths 
between buildings, with slabbed settings and stake-holes showing activity areas. The earliest 
structures appear to have been built using timber and turf, followed by structures with wattle and 
daub panels using a combination of cruck-frame and upright timber post construction. In Cromarty, 
the transition in the construction of buildings shows a general progression from mostly timber 
structures in the 13th/14th centuries to buildings with stone foundations and wooden 
superstructures in the 15th century; followed by construction in stone by the 17th/18th centuries. 
Within the 14th century, a widespread burnt layer was revealed extending across the site. More 
intense areas of burning mirrored the locations of medieval wattle and daub structures across a 
continuous horizon, indicating that a major conflagration event took place in the town. The fire 
appears to have been a disastrous accident that spread rapidly between timber and thatched 
building. 

 
1.7 Other structural evidence for medieval life in Cromarty included slab hearths, metal-working 

hearths, stone-lined storage pits and a stone-lined well. The 3m-deep well was accessed by a flight 
of sturdy steps. It was a surprise to the archaeologists to discover that the well went out of use 
after disposal of a pony carcass in its base. Another interesting result from the excavations was the 
prevalence of disused grain grinding querns and mill stones found in unusual abundance across the 
site – some complete, but also comprising fragments. Many such stones had been re-used in cobbled 
surfaces, building walls, as post bases and for hearth settings in buildings. One house contained two 
querns and a larger millstone representing different phases of use of the building, but all in slightly 
different locations in the structure. The most unique discovery was a vertical stack of three querns 
used as hearths with slab-type hearths located below and above, representing at least four different 
phases of use within the medieval to late medieval sequence. 

 
1.8 Medieval artefacts included spindle whorls for wool thread making, bronze and iron objects such as 

buckles, knife blades and sickles and a bone tuning peg from a musical instrument – most likely a 
harp. The tuning peg is an internationally important find comprising only the second such object to 
be recovered from a medieval context in Scotland (the other having come from excavations at 
Edinburgh Castle). Ceramics from England and the European Low Countries found in Cromarty 
reflect significant trade links in the burgh. Combined with the 13th-14th century coinage recovered 
by metal detecting in other parts of the town, the evidence shows that Cromarty had been a well-
established settlement at this time. The ceramic assemblage also contains a redware fabric that 
appears to be of local manufacture. 

 
1.9 Economically, the archaeological evidence points to the medieval town being sustained by targeted 

sea fishing based primarily on Cod. Large numbers of iron fish hooks, and boat rivets, together with 
the fish remains, shellfish bait middens and deposits of wood ash indicate that industrial scale fish 
processing, including smoking and drying, was taking place on the site. The large numbers of 
ceramic jugs and large numbers of stone discs are also likely related to the local industry. Analysis 
of animal bone has also shown that cattle hide and sheep wool processing formed part of the town’s 
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medieval industry. Fish, beef, mutton and pork were all being consumed by Cromarty’s inhabitants. 
Also of interest with regards to the animal bone assemblage is the raised levels of horse represented 
at the site, which had most likely been used for traction within the agricultural economy of the site. 

 
1.10 During 2015, the project leaders undertook excavations within the walled garden which is found to 

the west of the old High Street (Causeway). The site was located in the northwest corner of the 
walled garden, on the south side of Miller Road (East Street) adjacent to the Crook Burn and the 
present Old Brewery. The evaluation revealed details relating to the construction of the garden 
wall, footpaths associated with the garden and below these features the remains of a building of 
18th century date. Comprising well-built mortared walls and a paved internal area, this structure 
most likely related to the old malting house. Medieval features uncovered in the walled garden 
included a well-preserved grain drying kiln found to have undergone two phases of use and 
reconstruction. Setting for posts located around the kiln bowl and flue and may represent more than 
one phase of timber structure built around the kiln. Mixed layers of infill in the upper sequence of 
the kiln bowl suggest that it was backfilled at a later date with midden material, which contained 
ceramic sherds of medieval to post-medieval date and animal bone. Significant medieval artefacts 
were recovered from the infill, including a fragment of a ceramic vessel pedestal base, jug 
fragments, redware body sherds and a fragment of a stone spindle whirl. Radiocarbon dating of 
burnt barley from the base of the kiln indicates a final phase of use during the mid-12th to early 13th 
centuries. 

 
1.11 The excavations overall have provided a snapshot of the layout of the burgh and its transition 

between the 13th to 19th centuries. The changes in building construction and alignment reflect the 
development of the town, its economy and trade. Cromarty appears to have started out as a 
significant medieval town with substantial trade links in the 13th-14th centuries, before going 
through alternating periods of economic prosperity and catastrophic decline.    
 

 
2       Project Background 
 
2.1 A severe storm in December 2012 caused significant erosion to the coastline at the eastern end of 

Cromarty, exposing a sequence of archaeological deposits along the shore path to the South Sutor, 
between 60-120 metres east of Clunes House located at the corner of the Causeway and Miller 
Road. A search of historical mapping and historical documents indicated that the areas of erosion 
were likely centred on the core of the old Royal Burgh, to the east of the former High Street, near 
the original location of the Mercat Cross and Tolbooth.  

 
2.2 In 2013, fieldwork included investigations of the deposits exposed along the shoreline, a geophysical 

survey of the Reeds Park field, a trial trench evaluation in the allotments bordering Reeds Park, and 
limited open area excavation within Reeds Park. The fieldwork revealed extensive and well-
stratified midden deposits and deep well-tilled soils, relating to medieval and later occupation of 
the site. Later occupation, as indicated by the 18th/19th century historical mapping and historical 
documentation, was substantiated by the remains of houses along the north side of Thief’s Row – a 
former road located within the core of the old burgh. These structures appear to have been 
completely robbed away, leaving behind only a clay base. However, the assemblage of artefacts 
from layers associated with the buildings produced a considerable amount of finds, many of which 
were personal objects and have provided information about the lives of the later inhabitants, some 
of whose names are now known from old house lists and Census Records. An overall assessment of 
the ‘industrial period’ ceramics has indicated that the type of pottery is mostly low-status material, 
which is corroborated by the historical documents indicating that the houses along Thief’s Row, and 
to some extent the old High Street, had become something of a backwater area of the burgh by this 
time. Over time, the main focus of the town had shifted to the west, occupying the area known as 
the ‘Ness’, with its access to a deep-water harbour and additional open ground for settlement. 
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2.3 The excavation results from 2013 corroborated the geophysical survey evidence with regards to the 
later settlement along the north side of Thief’s Row and the potential for extensive buried 
archaeology in the field. However, the geophysical survey had not identified the complex of walls 
and other associated features along the south side of Thief’s Row, which included substantial 
medieval to late medieval structures buried below deep midden layers. Targeted trenches produced 
tantalizing evidence for these earlier buildings and deposits, to the north and south of the road, 
with the ceramic assemblage recovered providing a fairly tightly-dated use of the structures 
between the 13th to 15th centuries. These earlier structures would become a focus of the fieldwork 
planned for 2014.      

 
2.4 In 2014, fieldwork included trial trench excavations in the Reeds Park field, targeting strong 

geophysical anomalies. Used as training excavations for the growing core of dedicated volunteers 
and local students, the three trenches focused on identifying any structural evidence surviving at 
the east end of Thief’s Row, adjacent to the Chapel Burn; investigating the continuity of settlement 
on the north side of Thief’s Row beyond the open area excavations; and to prove the existence of 
boundaries at the east end of the burgage plots running off the old High Street (The Causeway). 
Although limited in their extent, the three trenches produced additional evidence of settlement in 
the Reeds Park field to add to the growing core of data gathered by the project. 

 
2.5 The open area excavations in 2014 focussed on evaluating the extent, function and chronology of 

the buildings and their associated deposits to the north and south sides of Thief’s Row. Below the 
post-medieval buildings and layers of midden and soil, significant late medieval remains were 
identified. This included the stone-built foundations of substantial buildings and evidence that 
Medieval Cromarty was an important burgh sustained by a fishing economy. The walls of the 
uncovered structures, some of which were clay-bonded, related to at least five buildings separated 
by slabbed vennels, boundary walls and yards. A stone-lined well with steps was also found on the 
site. The houses displayed a variety of forms and construction techniques, with earlier timber post-
built structures below them – one phase of which had burnt down during a widespread fire event. 
Further detailed excavations within the main open-area trench continued in 2015 and 2016, which 
provided additional fascinating details relating settlement layout, site infrastructure, trade and 
economy.  

 
2.6 Small finds recovered from the buildings included ceramics dating to between the 13th and 15th 

centuries (including imported wares from the Scottish Central Belt, the Low Countries of Europe and 
Yorkshire in England), iron fish hooks and knives, stone and ceramic spindle whorls, stone discs or 
pot lids, and a variety of rotary quern stones and quern fragments. One of the buildings on the 
north side of the road, in particular, displayed evidence for a continuity of use into the early post-
medieval period. The ceramic finds for the later medieval buildings suggested that occupation took 
place during the 16th to late 17th centuries, with at least one building likely forming a multi-storey 
merchant’s house.             

 
2.7 Members of the local community, both young and old, have showed considerable interest in the site 

and the project from the outset, with a significant number of volunteers taking part in the 2013, 
2014, 2015 and 2016 fieldwork seasons. It also provided a focus for visitors to the historic town of 
Cromarty, linking in with the popular Cromarty Courthouse Museum and Cromarty East Church, and 
enhancing the tourism and economic potential of the town.  
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3       Location and Historical Background 
 
3.1 Site Location and Geology 
 
3.1.1 Located at the northern tip of the Black Isle, to the north of Inverness, the town and burgh of 

Cromarty is situated close to the entrance of the Cromarty Firth (Illus 1). The town, located on a 
low peninsula that forms the south side of the narrowest section of the entrance to the Firth, has 
good access to a fine harbour, the Moray Firth and the sea beyond. The waters of the Cromarty Firth 
and Moray Firth provide good fishing grounds, while the rich farmlands of the eastern Black Isle are 
also readily accessible. During the earlier stages of the burgh’s history, this unique combination of 
resources ensured that Cromarty would be in a favourable position to exploit trade and commercial 
enterprise. The town exhibits some of the best-preserved vernacular urban architecture in Scotland. 

 
3.1.2 The geology of Cromarty is dominated by rocks of the Devonian Period including the Middle Red 

Sandstones, although some of the rocks in the area extend back to the Silurian and the earliest part 
of the Carboniferous Period. The rocks are dominated by alluvial sediments and conglomerates at its 
base, and progresses to a combination of dunes, lakes and river sediments. Many fossils are found 
within the rocks including early fishes, anthropods and plants. Hugh Miller, who was born in 
Cromarty in 1802, completed a number of geological works on the rocks of the area and the fossils 
they contain (Miller, 1841). 

 
3.1.3 Reeds Park field consists of a gently sloping green field site, which rises from the sea to the base of 

a prominent raised terrace known as the Chapel Bray. At the base of the terrace is the Coalheugh 
Well while on the top of the terrace was the site of the former medieval castle, St Regulus’ Chapel 
and graveyard and the present Cromarty House (former medieval castle site). The Chapel Burn, 
which bisects Reeds Park and formed the eastern boundary of the geophysical survey, appeared to 
have formed the eastern boundary of the burgh and the later Parliamentary Boundary. The 
Causeway (formerly the old High Street) runs downhill from the site of the former castle to the west 
side of Reeds Park and was thought to comprise the original main street of the early burgh. East 
Street (now renamed Miller Lane) runs to the west from the former High Street and is bounded to 
the south by the Cromarty walled garden. The Causeway only appears to have become a primary 
thoroughfare, extending beyond the old castle site and present Cromarty House, during the first 
half of the 19th century. This necessitated the breaching of a deep, steep-sided natural ravine, with 
the Chapel Burn running through its base. 

 
3.1.4 Consultation of historical documents, including David Aitken’s Estate map of 1764, and the 

excavations (Illus 2), have shed new light on Thief’s Row, the now long-forgotten thoroughfare in 
Cromarty. Indeed, it now seems probable that Thief’s Row, which has also at times been called the 
Common Highway or King’s Highway, and the Carriesgait, formed one of the main access routes into 
the medieval burgh. This was superseded at a later date by the road called the ‘Paye’, which gave 
access onto Church Street, to the west of the East Church. 

 
3.1.5 Folklore stories, substantiated by analysis of the various maps of Cromarty suggest that there has 

been significant loss of land to coastal erosion over the centuries, especially between the outflow of 
the Crook Burn and the Chapel Burn to the east. Such a loss of land and the low-lying nature of the 
ground in this part of the town must have resulted in difficult living conditions in the area of Thief’s 
Row, especially during combined high tides and wave surges during the medieval period. Such 
events, along with the requirements of a deep water harbour, must have been some of the major 
factors resulting in the shift of focus of the town to the west during the 16th and 17th centuries.      
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Illus 1: Location map 
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Illus 2: Location of trenches and section drawing datums 

 

3.2 Historical background 
 
3.2.1 The burgh of Cromarty was set in a strategically important location, controlling the entrance to the 

Cromarty Firth and the ferry crossing on the coastal route north of Inverness via Nigg. The crossing 
point to Nigg over the firth also formed the most direct route for people travelling from the south 
on their pilgrimage to the shrine of St. Duthac’s in Tain. The shrine was visited by Robert the Bruce 
and his family, by James IV on at least eighteen occasions, and by many other notables. A charter 
was signed and dated by Robert I in Cromarty on the 1st June 1310, which indicates that the King 
was visiting or passing through the burgh at this time.  

 
3.2.2 Records relating to the earlier history of Cromarty are scarce and there is fragmentary evidence for 

the former layout of the town. Dr Richard Oram of the University of Stirling, a distinguished writer 
and historian on the Scottish medieval period, has suggested that the town had been a centre of 
royal authority since at least the tenth century. He suggests that Cromarty was a natural location 
for a ‘power centre’ and in a period when sea transport was more important than overland routes, 
Cromarty’s natural strategically important harbour coupled with a rich agricultural hinterland, 
made Cromarty the logical location for a ‘Thanage’ – land administered on the King’s behalf by a 
high-ranking bureaucratic known as a Thane. Andrew Wyntoun’s fourteenth-century ‘Original 
Chronicle’, containing a history of the world until 1420, spoke of Macbeth as ‘Thane of Cromarty, 
Thane of Moray and King of Scotland’ giving a clear indication of the importance of the Cromarty 
Thanage in the eleventh century. Much of this importance stemmed from the location of the Black 
Isle as a key frontier zone, sandwiched between the Norwegian dynasty in Caithness to the North 
and the capital of the Scots kings to the South. Guarding the strategic ferry crossings in the Firth 
lands required royal castles and royal authority (Oram, pers comm). 
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3.2.3 By the thirteenth century, when Cromarty was created a Royal Burgh, it could no longer be viewed 

as a frontier town. The power of the Scots kings was fairly well established, and Royal Burghs like 
Cromarty, Dingwall and Tain were now places not only where goods could be exchanged in the 
weekly markets but also where justice was administered. Cromarty was now firmly in the heartland 
of the medieval kingdom. During the reign of David I, between 1124 and 1153, a series of royal 
castles and sheriffdoms were created between Aberdeen and Inverness and it is most probable that 
Cromarty Castle formed a part of this northern boundary. The sheriffdom and royal burgh of 
Cromarty had certainly been established by the year 1266, on Crown land below the castle, which at 
that time would have comprised a wooden structure on a ‘motte hill’. At the heart of the burgh, 
located below the royal castle on the High Street, would have stood the Mercat Cross, to mark the 
place where weekly markets were held and to provide a symbol of the royal authority that licensed 
its trade. Nearby, the tolbooth would have served as a collection point for trader’s tolls and may 
also have served as a meeting place for the burgh officials and as a prison. A transaction in 1467 
describes a Cromarty property as ‘lying between the cross of the town and the sea’. Indeed, Pont’s 
Map of 1596 shows Cromarty Castle with the settlement lying immediately to the north, between 
the castle and the sea. The spit of land to the west, which now contains the major elements of the 
town, is shown devoid of features. 

 
3.2.4 The medieval burgh of Cromarty may not have had more than a few hundred inhabitants during 

these earlier periods, but as with other burghs in Scotland they possessed an economic and social 
life out of proportion to their size. Their importance lay in their role as centres for trade, with their 
inhabitants having a relative freedom to pursue their own commercial interests. There is evidence 
of activity in the early burgh based on finds recovered from fields around the town. These include 
over twenty hammered silver coins dating from before 1310 including pennies and cut half-pennies, 
most of which are English, with the earliest coins dating to between 1205-1210 – from the reign of 
John I. This suggests that there was already a sophisticated use of coin in the town and that 
Cromarty formed a part of a wider economic system with links to England and beyond.  

 
3.2.5 It appears that the original core of the burgh was limited to the area lying between the Crook Burn 

to the west and the Chapel Burn to the east (Illus 2). It is probable that the original town plan 
comprised the castle and a single street, the Causeway (originally called High Street or Castle 
Street), along which the inhabitants of the burgh had their properties. Thief’s Row, still noted on 
later historical mapping, originally ran southeast from the High Street and along with East Street 
must also have formed a part of the original burgh. The name Thief’s Row really only appears on a 
list of householders in the town dated to 1744 and it is most likely that the original name for this 
thoroughfare was called the ‘Common Way’, or ‘King’s Highway – as it appears in 17th century 
documents. Long strips of ground, called burgage plots, would have run off the High Street and it is 
usually within these ‘backlands’ that many of the burghs small-scale industries would have taken 
place. St. Regulus’s chapel stood above the Chapel Brae to the east of the castle site and it is 
possible that some of the early settlement relating to the burgh was also located on the flat ground 
around the castle. 

 
3.2.6 By the middle of the 17th century, the settlement of Cromarty started to quickly expand to the 

west. We cannot be sure why this movement took place, but may have included access to a harbour 
with deeper water at the point of Mary Ness and a drive by the Urquhart lairds in Cromarty to 
control and modify the area immediately below their castle. During the middle of the 17th century, 
John Urquhart had established a new orchard to the northwest of the High Street, identified on old 
documents as the Great Yard, which effectively took away land from the core of the old burgh. 
However, there is also evidence of settlement continuing in the east end of the town after this shift 
in focus, with structures appearing and disappearing along the High Street and Thief’s Row. The 
construction of the orchard and the commandeering of burgh common lands by John Urquhart, the 
sheriff and laird in Cromarty, along with statements suggesting that the poverty within the town 
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prevented it ‘from meeting its needs’, resulted in the loss of Royal Burgh status in the second half 
of the 17th century. 

 
3.2.7 By the time George Ross acquired Cromarty Estate during the closing stages of the 18th century, the 

town had become run-down and trade was at a low-ebb. Hugh Miller described the tolbooth as ‘an 
antique ruinous structure, with stone floors and a roof of ponderous grey slate’. Ross turned this 
around by injecting money into the local economy, constructing the hemp works and brewery, 
building a new court house on Church Street, and demolishing the old stone-built castle; 
constructing Cromarty House in its place. The Mercat Cross, dated 1578, was moved from the old 
High Street and placed in front of the new Courthouse in Church Street. The orchard was expanded 
on the northwest side of the old High Street and Ross purchased most of the houses remaining along 
each side of the road – some of which he used for his own staff, while others were demolished. John 
Douglas’s estate map of 1823 shows the dramatic changes in the layout in the east side of Cromarty 
at this time, although at least five buildings are still shown on Thief’s Row. 

 
3.2.8 By the time of the publication of the Ordnance Survey 1871 map sheet, three buildings and their 

plots are shown running off the northeast of Thief’s Row and a larger building, Grove Cottage, and 
laid-out gardens are shown adjacent to the Chapel Burn. These buildings must have been 
demolished at some stage after the publication of the 1871 OS map sheet, as they do not appear on 
the 1906 OS 25 inch map. It is remarkable that there appears to be little in the way of records and 
folklore relating to the houses located along Thief’s Lane – including how they were constructed - 
although we do have quite detailed census records that indicate who lived in these properties.  

 
3.2.9 Markets and fairs would have encouraged landward trade in Cromarty, but like most other east 

coast burghs the town also had access to the sea and thus to increased trade. The Cromarty Firth 
provided a fine natural harbour, which would remain the town’s greatest asset for centuries. 
Historical records suggest that the sea played an important role in the economy and development of 
the burgh during the later medieval and post-medieval periods, and research indicates that the 
burgh possessed at least a late medieval fishing community. The Moray Firth was rich in fish stocks 
and Cromarty, as with Inverness, was well-placed to take advantage of a location where a sea 
fishery could be exploited. Feudal tenure in the town in 1744 shows that the fishers of Cromarty, 
unlike most later fishing communities, held property within the town (rather than on the margins of 
the town). The Cromarty fishers paid small teinds, a practice associated with other early fishing 
settlements such as Newhaven and Broadsea. 

 
3.3 Social and Economic Evidence 
 
3.3.1 In addition to the exploitation of rich fish stocks in the sea, the economy of the town of Cromarty 

must also have depended on the agriculture of its hinterland. The major crops grown on the 
increasingly rich and fertile soils would have included bere (a primitive form of barley) and oats, 
while during the summer cattle were grazed on areas of common land adjoining the farmtouns, or 
moved to more distant shielings (hill pasture). In the 1690s, a large meal girnal was built adjacent 
to the harbour (which may have been in a similar location to the existing harbour constructed in 
1785), to house the grain collected as rents and to await shipping to ports in the south. 

 
3.3.2 By the late 1750s, Cromarty had developed as a major entrepot port for much of the north of 

Scotland, importing flax, iron, tar and wood from Scandinavia while local industries, such as hemp 
processing and brewing, also developed. William Forsyth organised and developed flax and linen 
industries, using the Links as a bleaching field, and London was supplied with Cromarty pigs, raised 
and cured at the Hoggery in the east of the town. 

 
3.3.3 Prior to the excavations in the Reeds Park field, there was no clear evidence as to when houses 

were first constructed in the area around Thief’s Row. A charter of c.1500 AD indicated that a 
Thomas Oustie, Burgess, owned a tenement and yard, although it is not possible with the current 
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documents to locate this with any precision. We do have slightly more accurate records in the form 
of Sasines from around 1650 up to the time the last houses were demolished around 1880. During 
the last quarter of the 17th century a number of merchants held land, houses and yards on the north 
side of Thief’s Row (called the Common Way at this time). These included Donald Simpson (Burgess 
and Weaver), Thomas Hood (Burgess and Weaver) and his wife Bessie Watson, and Alexander 
Mathews (Weaver). John Hood, son of Thomas Hood, inherited his father’s tenement, yard and 
three roods of land in 1666, while in 1695 the same house yard and two roods of land pass to 
Alexander Hood; indicating this continuity of settlement on the north side of the road by one family 
at least. At the same time, some of this land passed from Andrew Junor to John Junor. 

 
3.3.4 By the early stages of the 18th century, the land of John Junor had passed on to Jeremiah Junor, 

while a householders list of 1744 provides a list of people living on Thief’s Row including Alexander 
Mitchell (Mason), Alexander Williamson (Shoemaker), Margaret Watson (widow), Neil Urquhart 
(Wright), Alexander Mathews (Weaver), Alexander Macallan (Smith), Charles Hood (Butcher – 
unemployed), Alexander Hood (Weaver), Mrs Curle (widow) and one empty house owned by William 
Galdie. Moving forward to the publication of the 1841 Census Records, the map evidence shows 
three houses located on the north side of Thief’s Row – the houses aligned parallel to the road. The 
eastern house of the three was occupied by Hugh Mackenzie (Weaver), the middle house by Thomas 
Ross (Mason) and the west house by James Thomson (Weaver). Little appears to have changed by 
the time of the 1871 Census, although the west house of the three is occupied by Peggy Ross 
(widower). Not too long after this Census was taken, around 1880, these three houses had been 
demolished and the road closed.            

 
3.4 Archaeological Background 
 
3.4.1 Archaeological evaluations in advance of developments have been limited within Cromarty, while 

small-scale research-led excavations have resulted in a limited data-set; especially with regards to 
the earliest evidence for the development of the burgh. A desk-based assessment, walkover survey 
and watching brief carried out in advance of a new water treatment works and the associated 
pipeline and pumping stations between 2000 and 2002 (Dagg, 2000; Farrell, 2002), revealed some 
archaeological features adjacent to the Reeds Park field and recovered additional small finds such 
as ceramics. During the archaeological watching brief for the pipeline at the southeast end of the 
Reeds Park Field, the employed archaeologist recorded several features at a location immediately 
to the south of Clunes House (Farrell, 2000). Some of the excavation work was undertaken without 
archaeological supervision adjacent to the Causeway, but the features encountered in the section of 
one of the trenches included two possible ditches and a burnt wooden post, still in its socket and 
containing packing stones. No finds were recovered during the excavation of this feature, although 
a sample  from the burnt post was recovered and was submitted for radiocarbon dating. The sample 
of burnt wood from the post produced a calibrated date range of cal AD 1110-1290. The function of 
the ditch or gully could not be ascertained, but it may have related to a property boundary or the 
foundations of a timber building.  

 
3.4.2 The archaeological layers encountered during the work produced a number of small finds including 

18th/19th century ceramics and glass and a hand-made bottle of 18th century date. Also evident 
were layers of clay, daub and charcoal-rich silts. These deposits were interpreted as dumped 
midden material. Finds recovered from topsoil along the southwest edge of the garden of Clunes 
House to the new access road at the south of the field consisted of pottery of a late 15th or early 
16th century date, buttons, lead and coins. It was noted by Derek Hall (medieval ceramics 
specialist) that the brown subsoil identified in some of the excavated trenches may form a part of a 
medieval or late medieval ‘garden soil’, which has been noted in other excavations of Scottish 
Burghs (D. Hall, pers. comm.). 

 
3.4.3 In the conclusions to the report, the archaeologist suggested that the area around the Causeway had 

great potential for further archaeological discoveries to be made in the future (Farrell, 2002). The 
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finds recovered during the watching brief and excavations were studied alongside other material 
held in the Cromarty Museum by Derek Hall. The ceramic assemblage included Scottish White Gritty 
Ware (mid to late 12th century), Yorkshire Type Ware (13th to 14th centuries), a ‘Local’ Redware 
(dated to between the 13th and 15th centuries), an Organic Tempered Fabric (possibly 
contemporary with the local Redware), post-medieval Oxidised Redwares (15th to 18th centuries), 
Reduced Greyware (mid 15th to mid-18th centuries), Low Countries Redware (17th century date), 
German Weser Ware (manufactured between 1580 and 1630), and a range of post-medieval 
stoneware, slip-decorated Redware, Porcelain and Earthenware (Hall, 2002). Of the other small 
finds recovered during the watching brief in the area near Thief’s Lane, a copper-alloy turner or 
bodle (twopence) of Charles I or II, is worthy of mention. 

 
3.4.4 The only other archaeological evaluation of note to take place in the vicinity of the old High Street 

in the east end of Cromarty was undertaken by volunteers on behalf of Highland Archaeology 
Services in 2006. Two long trenches were excavated in the southwest side of the walled 
garden/orchard, to the west of the old high street (Causeway). The purpose of the excavation was 
to look for evidence of a road continuing from the east end of Church Street, to join with the old 
High Street. The excavations revealed a number of significant features at various depths, some of 
which were post-dated by walled garden features. Some of the structures and spreads of 
daub/stone revealed at deeper levels within the stratigraphy included walls comprising large beach 
cobbles, and most likely relate to earlier settlement within this area of the old burgh (Peteranna, 
pers.comm.).  

 
 
4       Aims and Objectives 

4.1 The purpose of the archaeological project was to record a site of national archaeological 
importance. The recent and past discoveries of the archaeological material in this part of the burgh 
along with the supporting documentary records reviewed to date promotes further work into the 
area to look at the wider infrastructure of the earliest settlement and its continuity through later 
periods while investigating evidence for subsistence, trade and the economy within a Royal Burgh. 
The project results are adding significant information to the understanding of medieval and post-
medieval life and economy within a Scottish Royal Burgh.  

 
4.2 The project was volunteer-led and community-based, involving the children, youth and adults of 

Cromarty and the wider region, and has provided volunteers a unique opportunity to reach back to 
the roots of the town while understanding the mechanisms that allowed it to flourish during the 
medieval and late-medieval periods.   

 
4.3 The projects aims were to: 
 
 Upgrade the level of archaeological and historical knowledge of settlement, function and economy 

within a Scottish Burgh through the medieval to post-medieval periods, by establishing the extent 
and character of archaeological remains in the fields east of Clunes House 

 
 Evaluate the preservation and extent of the surviving archaeological deposits and features through a 

process of geophysical survey, test-pit excavation and open area excavation 
 
 Gather data through excavation and a detailed sampling programme to investigate subsistence 

practices and the economy within the burgh. This includes potential trade links with other parts of 
Scotland and its European neighbours. 

 
 Provide research opportunities relating to the history of the town of Cromarty and the burgh 

through time and provide opportunities for the people of the town to work on an archaeological 
excavation under the leadership of experienced archaeologists 
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 Advance the social, cultural, educational and recreational development of people within the 

boundaries of the Cromarty & District Council, including classroom and non-classroom based 
learning opportunities for the children of Cromarty so that they can gain a better understanding of 
their towns past environment by exploring heritage in a ‘hands-on’ way 

 
 

5       Methodology 

5.1 Project team, curatorial liaison and specialist analysis 
 
5.1.1 The project team comprised locally-based archaeologists, freelance experts, students, experts from 

academic institutions and post-excavation specialists. Experienced volunteers from the local 
community included historians, curators and heritage specialists. The fieldwork was supervised by 
Steven Birch of West Coast Archaeological Services (WCAS) and Mary Peteranna of AOC Archaeology 
Group (formerly Ross and Cromarty Archaeological Services), who were overall responsible for 
excavation, sample/finds processing and site recording. 

 
5.1.2 Staff of the Cromarty Courthouse Museum assisted with fieldwork and post-excavation processing 

and storage of artefacts. Artefact storage is being provided by Cromarty Courthouse Museum until 
allocation through the Treasure Trove finds disposal process.   

 
5.1.3 Project updates and reports have been lodged with the Highland Council Historic Environment Team 

archaeologists. 
 
 
5.2 Archaeological data collection 
 
5.1.2 The objectives of the project were achieved using a variety of both non-invasive and invasive 

archaeological methods, carried out in accordance with CIfA (Chartered Institute for 
Archaeologists) Standards. These included: 

 

 Assessment of desk-based sources including the vertical aerial photographic record; assessment of 
the National Monuments Record of Scotland (Edinburgh) the Highland Council HER (Inverness) and 
the local Cromarty Museum; an examination of the Ordnance Survey map coverage and any other 
readily available cartographic information 

 

 Field survey including inspection of sites identified through desk-based sources and sites identified 
through walkover survey; detailed planning of any surface structures and topographical features; 
geophysical survey in relation to the Reeds Park Field including magnetometry and resistivity 

 

 Trial and open area excavation based on archaeological features and deposits exposed through 
coastal erosion and targets identified through field and geophysical survey on the surface 

 

 Manual recovery of artefacts, faunal and floral macrofossils during and after excavation, by sieving 
and flotation separation 

 
5.3 Excavation and recording 
 
5.3.1 Recording was undertaken using standard recording sheets, plan / section drawings (at scales of 

1:10 and 1:20), a Leica Total Station, a Trimble Geo-XR Rover, aerial drone and digital photography. 
All work was conducted in accordance with the CIfA Code of Conduct. 

 
 
 



Cromarty Medieval Burgh Community Archaeology Project 2014-2016 
Data Structure Report on the 2015-16 Fieldwork Seasons 

‐ 17 ‐ 

5.4 Sampling and finds processing 
 
5.4.1 All finds and samples were recorded by trench number and context number. Provenance of special 

finds was recorded on plan drawing and using a standard dumpy level and bulk samples were taken 
of all archaeological deposits. Finds were cleaned on-site where possible, and both finds and 
samples were indexed during the field seasons.  

 
5.4.2 Following fieldwork, the site directors, assisted by a group of volunteers checked all sample and 

finds bags alongside the field records. An initial assessment of the material was completed, before 
being stored and despatched for specialist analysis. All artefacts and environmental samples were 
catalogued and analysed by artefact and environmental specialists. 

 
5.5 Post-excavation Analysis, Reporting and Dissemination 
 
5.5.1 Post-excavation specialist analysis has been undertaken on individual elements of the excavation 

assemblage: medieval and post-medieval ceramics, glass, small finds and metal, stone tools, 
shellfish, fish bone, animal bone, charcoal and plant remains. Artefact and site illustration work is 
in progress, to be published alongside final specialist reports. 

 
5.5.2  Interim Data Structure Reports have been submitted to the National Record of the Historic 

Environment, the Highland Historic Environment Record, the Cromarty Courthouse Museum, the 
Cromarty Library and online to the project website https://medievalcromarty.org. Submissions 
Annual submissions have been made to Discovery & Excavation Scotland and the OASIS Project and 
to History Scotland magazine.  

 
5.5.3 Numerous presentations about the project results have been made to a variety of regional 

community groups and school groups. Two interpretation panels have been erected near the 
excavation site and leaflets about the project have been distributed across local venues. The 
Cromarty Courthouse Museum has provided temporary and permanent exhibits for display. Free 
access has been provided to an online image gallery of the project assemblage and fieldwork, 
Cromarty Medieval Archive accessed at http://photos.medievalcromarty.org. 

 
5.5.4 Publication of a results paper will follow completion of small finds reporting. This will include 

further academic papers on individual aspects of the project work, and further popular publication, 
including a popular booklet. 

 
 
6       Summary of Results 

 
6.1 Excavations and Documentary Research 
 
6.1.1 The overall aim of the excavations in the Reeds Park field during 2015 and 2016 was to extend the 

excavation area to investigate further archaeological features and deposits that had been revealed 
during the 2013 and 2014 fieldwork seasons (Illus 2). In addition to this approach, an opportunity 
was presented to the project in 2015 to carry out trial trench excavations within the northwest 
corner of the Cromarty walled garden, located to the west of the old High Street (Causeway). The 
walled garden uncovered the probable footprint of the malting house and associated infrastructure, 
dating to the middle of the 18th century that fronted onto East Street (now Miller Road), one of the 
early roads established in the burgh (Birch and Peteranna, 2015 (b)).  

 
6.1.2 The excavations carried out in 2015 and 2016 within the Reeds Park field continued to produce 

important information relating to the history of the town between the 13th and 19th centuries. In 
particular, the work of the project team including a large input of volunteers, uncovered a detailed 
picture of the layout and phasing of the buildings, activity areas and property boundaries running 
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along each side of Thief’s Row. Due to the nature of the complex archaeological deposits and 
features revealed during the 2015 and 2016 excavations, and to prevent repetition within this 
report, results relating to both fieldwork seasons have been discussed together. Such an approach 
has allowed for a more synthesised appraisal of the fieldwork results and their overall interpretation 
across the excavation areas, including their relationship with later features and deposits recorded 
during the 2013-14 fieldwork seasons.  

 
6.1.3 Of the three buildings shown on the 1880 Ordnance Survey map sheet on the north side of Thief’s 

Row, excavation revealed details relating to the footprints and robbed-out remains of the entirety 
of two buildings. These large structures, measuring around 12 metres long by 6 metres wide, ran 
parallel with the road and lay in plots of land demarcated by boundaries comprising single rows of 
boulders. It appears likely that the boundaries would have been enhanced by post and wire fences 
at this time. The outlines of the two buildings were identified by spreads of clay bonding containing 
small-sized stones – all that remained of any upstanding structures, which had been extensively 
robbed away and truncated by modern ploughing. Some partition walls within the buildings were 
visible, providing some indication of the ground floor layout of what must have been single, or one 
and a half storey houses. Sufficient material remained lying around the site to inform on potential 
construction of the houses, which had comprised clay-bonded walls using beach cobbles, while the 
roof coverings at various times included pan tile and slate (Ballachulish). A wide range of small finds 
including industrial period ceramics, glass bottles, coins, buttons, knife handles and other objects 
provided a glimpse of the material culture of the inhabitants. Animal and fish bone, and shellfish 
middens, also provided a snapshot of the economy of the inhabitants of the two buildings prior to 
their demolition; between 1880 and 1890. 

 
6.1.4 Excavations carried out below the foundations of these buildings in 2014 had indicated that there 

would have been earlier structures built on the same alignments, and the work in 2015 and 2016 
confirmed this. The foundations of these earlier buildings mirrored the footprint of the later 
structures, their well-laid foundation walls comprising large clay-bonded cobbles forming an inner 
and outer skin, with a rubble and clay-bonded core. The floor horizon of one of these houses was 
uncovered along with the remains of a hearth setting in the east gable and areas of paving within a 
compact clay floor, while flat stone pads and opposing pit features may have supported cruck 
blades forming the roof structures of the buildings. On the street frontage, the walls of the 
buildings were separated from the adjacent road by a cobbled surface forming a narrow walkway 
and an intermittent ditch. Documentary and map research, along with a small assemblage of small 
finds including ceramics and glass, suggest that the buildings must have been constructed at some 
stage during the late 17th to early 18th centuries. 

 
6.1.5 Investigation of the deposits lying below the two houses mentioned above, which included the 

extension of the main trench to the east on the north side of Thief’s Row in 2015, revealed the 
stone-built foundations of at least six buildings. The layout of the buildings and settlement was 
completely different at this time, with the gable ends of the structures aligned on an earlier road 
pre-dating Thief’s Row, which comprised roughly-laid beach cobbles. These marginally smaller 
buildings had stone footings comprising inner and outer facing stones with a clay bonded core. 
Thicker gable end walls on some of the structures suggested that some buildings may have 
supported timber framing and wattle and daub panels reaching up to at least two storeys high. 
These buildings opened to the east onto adjoining stone-laid paths, or vennels, and were located 
within regular plots of land (burgage plots) demarcated by stone boundaries and ditches. Generally, 
the preservation of these buildings deteriorated working east along the road, away from the old 
High Street. This was most likely the result of stone robbing from the buildings and a shallower soil 
profile covering the structures, while the area of the excavation site lying closer to the old High 
Street had witnessed more continuous occupation and restructuring of old buildings along with 
larger accumulations of associated deposits. Ploughing had majorly impacted upon on the 
settlement remains where the depth of plough soil decreased. Pottery, glass bottles and clay pipe 
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fragments from these layers suggest a 16th-17th century date for these buildings, with some high 
status materials indicating the presence of a thriving economy. 

 
 6.1.6 One of these buildings, located at the west end of the excavation site, had most likely been used 

until the later stages of the 17th century. The structure comprised thick walls comprising inner and 
outer facing stones with a clay-bonded core; the gable end walls being thicker than the side walls 
and having a slightly bowed shape. The well-built foundations of the building suggest that it was at 
least two, or possibly three-storeys high, and may have functioned as a merchant’s house. Features 
associated with the building included post-settings within three of the walls, a large slab-built 
hearth, and a lower rotary quern stone with backing slab forming a second hearth feature within the 
ground floor. The door to the building, which faced east onto an adjoining paved vennel, comprised 
a large stone threshold with two mortice holes – these most likely supported a door frame. 

 
6.1.7 The layout of the vennels associated with the buildings on the north side of the access road, along 

with evidence for other structures running under the seaward baulk of the excavation area has 
proven that settlement has been lost to coastal erosion in the past. 

 
6.1.8 Excavations on the south side of Thief’s Row initially revealed the remains of garden plots including 

hand-dug rigs, and their associated paths and boundary walls, which were in use between the 16th 
and 19th centuries. The latest wall, a large structure of drystone construction, ran off the edge of 
Thief’s Row in a SSW direction. This feature, initially identified during the geophysical survey of the 
Reeds Park field, formed a field dyke dividing the Reeds Park field in two; a feature that was also 
shown on John Douglas’s estate map of 1823. A second wall uncovered during excavations in this 
area, aligned NW-SE and parallel with Thief’s Row, appeared to display two distinct types of 
construction – one section comprising large beach cobbles and rough blocks of sandstone of drystone 
construction; the second clay-bonded blocks of dressed sandstone and beach cobbles. The combined 
sections of wall most likely formed ditch boundaries fronting the road.  

 
6.1.9 Removal of the plough soil on the south side of the road revealed extensive lenses of shell midden, 

generally comprising mussels, and thick deposits of ash which included fish bone and charcoal. 
These combined deposits proved to be extensive, spread on each side of Thief’s Row where they 
had been used to fill and landscape over earlier medieval structures and deposits, and most likely 
relate to the extensive fishing industry in Cromarty – possibly comprising the residues from 
processing of the fish. This may have included smoking or drying of the fish prior to their 
exportation to southern markets. The extensive spreads of mussel shells most likely relate to baiting 
of long-lining fish hooks, some of which have been recovered from the site, a practice that was still 
in use at the turn of the 19th century. 

 
6.1.10 Stripping away the extensive ash deposits and shellfish middens on the south side of the road 

revealed a wide range of features of medieval date (13th to 15th centuries) including the stone 
foundations of buildings, post-holes representing wooden fence-lines, boundary/drainage gullies and 
substantial cobbled stone vennels. The stone-built foundations of a large building had almost been 
robbed away, after which it had been modified into a boundary wall. On the northeast side of the 
wall a cobbled vennel was revealed (similar in construction to those uncovered on the opposite side 
of Thief’s Row) with an area of substantial paving comprising sandstone slabs – probably forming an 
activity area. A large, upper rotary quern stone was uncovered overlying the paving, while other 
querns and quern fragments had been used in the construction of the stone-built foundations of the 
adjacent building wall – a practice also noted in the medieval and late medieval buildings on the 
north side of Thief’s Row (see below). 

 
6.1.11 The remains of at least two large timber-built structures, with wattle and daub walls, were 

uncovered below the stone foundations mentioned above, identified by a series of post-holes, pad 
stones and foundation gully slots containing small upright packing stones, excavated into the 
underlying natural sand. There was evidence for the modification and restructuring of the buildings 
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through time. The best preserved of the two buildings appeared to have functioned as a blacksmiths 
workshop, which included a small smithing hearth with a bloom of iron still in-situ, a circular clay 
surface that probably functioned as a working stance, a secondary open hearth setting, and a pit 
that most likely contained the wooden anvil post. The clay-bonded wall comprising dressed 
sandstone blocks formed the northeast wall of the workshop during its later stages of use. The face 
of the wall forming the inside of the structure included a large granite millstone (lower stone) with 
its grinding surface facing into the workshop. 

  
6.1.12 Small finds from this area of the excavation included ceramics of 13th to 15th century date, bronze 

and iron objects – the latter including knife blades and a complete sickle – stone tools, and a bone 
or antler tuning peg from a musical instrument – most likely from a harp. The tuning peg is an 
internationally important find comprising only the second such object to be recovered from a 
medieval context in Scotland (the other tuning peg was recovered during excavations at Edinburgh 
Castle). Economic data included butchered animal bone, fish bone and shellfish including oyster 
shells; the latter most likely formed a part of the diet of the medieval inhabitants of the burgh. 

 
6.1.13 At some stage during the life of the blacksmith’s workshop, a catastrophic fire took place across the 

settlement, as represented by a continuous burning horizon separating the first and second phases 
of medieval buildings. On the south side of the excavation site, removal of the layers of ash and 
other burnt residues revealed the primary phase of medieval buildings, comprising larger post-holes, 
stone post-pads and fence-lines. These structures formed the earliest evidence for settlement on 
the site. Gravel and cobble surfaces marked paths between the buildings, with slabbed settings, pits 
and stake-holes showing activity areas. These earliest structures appear to have been built from 
timber and turf, as no evidence was recovered for wattle and daub construction as displayed in the 
overlying timber-frame buildings. It is possible that both phases of medieval buildings used a 
combination of cruck-frame and upright timber post construction, with some form of thatched roof. 

 
6.1.14 The evidence for medieval settlement on the north side of the excavation site was more extensive 

than that seen to the south, which was partly due to the larger size of the excavation area. 
However, excavation proved that settlement was more extensive working towards the sea and it is 
likely that a major focus of the earlier settlement had been lost to the sea through coastal erosion. 
Equally apparent was that the multiple earlier road alignments below Thief’s Row developed into 
major thoroughfare through the burgh from the medieval period to 19th century. This will be 
discussed further in this report (Section 8). 

 
6.1.15 At the close of excavations in 2015, evidence for a major burning event on the site, especially on 

the north side of the road, was clear. Burnt remains relating to some of the earliest timber buildings 
included in-situ burnt wooden posts and stakes, burnt daub deposits and large spreads of ash. It had 
initially proved difficult to determine whether this was the result of an accidental fire that spread 
through this part of the town, or if it was related to military conflict during the earliest phases of 
the burgh. It is interesting to note that earlier archaeological works in 2002 by Scottish Water near 
the western end of the site revealed medieval features and deposits including possible boundary 
gullies and an in-situ burnt wooden post. A single radiocarbon date on charcoal from the post 
setting produced a calibrated result of cal AD 1110 – 1290. Intense areas of burning mirrored the 
locations of medieval wattle and daub structures, from which burnt structural timbers (some of 
which included evidence for working), small sections of wattle and daub panel, and iron fastenings 
were recovered for further analysis. The burnt layers also produced heat-affected artefacts 
including ceramics, lead and stone. Within the footprint of one of the burnt structures, a dense 
concentration of thin charcoal withies and a considerable quantity of burnt grain (including bere 
barley, wheat, oats and rye), most likely comprised the remains of a grain store. It is possible that 
this had been located in the rafters of the building where it collapsed with the associated roofing 
material. However, recent analysis of material recovered from this area also produced what appears 
to be the remains of a circular clay oven, in which the grain was parched and processed prior to 
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use. The intensity of the fire focused on this area of the site, may be indicative of the source of this 
burning event.    

 
6.1.16 The medieval buildings on the north side of the site also displayed several phases of development 

and restructuring. The buildings that had burnt down during the major fire event were found to be 
aligned gable-end to the road, one the same alignment as the later structures displaying stone 
foundations from the medieval to late medieval phase. However, below this horizon, the earlier 
buildings had been constructed on what appeared to be differing alignments – with some obviously 
parallel to the road and others at right-angles. Although the alignments were too difficult to 
conclusively interpret, the early settlement does not appear to have been laid out in the 
‘regimented’ ground-plan displayed in the late medieval period. It is possible that at this time the 
town of Cromarty had not received its burgh status, but comprised a more ad-hoc settlement 
system falling under the sheriffdom. 

 
6.1.17 The construction of the buildings within this earlier phase of settlement included post-holes and 

beam-slots to support the walls of the structures, stone post-pads and larger post-pits to support 
cruck blades for the roof, door threshold stones, slab-built hearths and areas of cobbled surfaces. 
The buildings varied in size, but averaged around 8 metres long by 4.5 metres wide (externally), and 
would most likely have comprised single-storey structures. They fronted onto a road or vennel 
consisting of small stones or gravel with clay bonding in places, while one vennel was interpreted as 
potentially running between two of the buildings to provide access to other structures and activity 
areas in the backlands.  

 
6.1.18 As mentioned previously, the re-use of disused grain grinding quern and mill stones was noted across 

the site. Many such stones had been re-used in cobbled surfaces, building walls, as post bases and 
for hearth settings in buildings. One house contained two querns and a larger millstone representing 
different phases of use of the building, but all in slightly different locations in the structure. The 
most unique discovery was a vertical stack of three querns used as hearths with slab-type hearths 
located below and above, representing a sequence five phases of use within the medieval period. 
Other structural evidence for medieval life in Cromarty included metal-working hearths, stone-lined 
storage pits and a stone-lined well – one of the highlights for visitors to the site in 2016. The 3m-
deep well was constructed within a 1m-wide clay-lined pit built with local stone and accessed by a 
well-constructed flight of sturdy steps. A surprising discovery at the base of the well was a complete 
pony / small horse carcass, which had almost certainly marked the end of use of the pit. It is 
possible that this may represent a deliberate act of poisoning of the well. The location of the well, 
possibly under a roofed structure or enclosure and within a defined space between the medieval 
buildings, indicates that the dated to before construction of the late medieval stone buildings. It 
may have been built during a primary phase of settlement on the site. Backfilling of the well 
occurred after deposition of the pony and the structure was consumed by the later structural 
developments on site during the late medieval period (it was covered by a stone vennel accessing 
one of the late medieval buildings). 

 
6.1.19 Medieval artefacts included spindle whorls for wool thread making, bronze and iron objects such as 

buckles, knife blades, strap-ends, and a significant assemblage of ceramics. The ceramics from 
England and the European Low Countries found in Cromarty reflect significant trade links in the 
burgh. However, ceramics experts have also identified a locally produced redware, which came into 
use at a relatively early period in the history of the burgh. Combined with the 13th-14th century 
coinage recovered by metal detecting in other parts of the town, especially in the Castlegait field, 
the evidence shows that Cromarty had been a well-established settlement at this time. 

 
6.1.20 Economically, the archaeological evidence points to the medieval town being sustained by targeted 

sea fishing based primarily on Cod, which fits in with evidence recovered from other East Coast 
burghs from Scotland and into England. Large numbers of iron fish hooks, possible boat rivets, 
together with the fish remains, shellfish bait middens and significant deposits of wood ash indicate 
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that industrial scale fish processing, including smoking and drying, was taking place on the site. The 
large quantity of locally-made ceramic jugs and stone disc stoppers also suggest industrial work, and 
may have been used within this industry. Analysis of animal bone has also shown that cattle hides 
and sheep wool processing formed part of the town’s medieval industry, while fish, beef, mutton 
and pork were all being consumed by Cromarty’s inhabitants.    

 
6.1.21 Excavations within the Reeds Park field have continued to produce some spectacular results with 

regards to the settlement and economy of a small Scottish Burgh. Initial interpretations based on 
trial excavations in 2013 suggested that this area of the old burgh, centred on Thief’s Row, may 
have been part of an industrial complex, to the east of the High Street. However, the preliminary 
results of research based on available Charters and Sasines are starting to indicate that Thief’s Row 
is a relatively late name for the road (noted on a 1744 Householders List), and that previously it had 
been called the Common Highway and the King’s Highway. The documentary research, combined 
with a study of landscape features and historical mapping, suggest that the road may have formed 
the original major access into the medieval burgh – the road traversing high ground above the town 
before making a sweeping descent to the south of the old castle site, along the perimeter of the 
Meadou Field, before descending the raised beach terrace to ford the Chapel Burn adjacent to the 
Coalheugh Well. This road, named the Carriesgait on 17th century documents was shown on 
Aitken’s Estate map of 1763 (depicted by a yellow line), and ran down the side of the Chapel Burn 
to the end of Thief’s Row and into the core of the burgh. The route of this ancient hollow-way can 
still be traced rising up the steep slopes to the east of the Chapel Burn. The excavations overall 
have provided a snapshot of the layout of the burgh and its transition between the 13th to 19th 
centuries. The changes in building construction and alignment reflect the development of the town, 
its economy and trade. The results will allow comparisons with excavations carried out in other 
Scottish east coast burghs, including the exploitation of fish and other resources through time. 

 
6.1.22 In the Cromarty walled garden, archaeological excavation provided an opportunity to investigate in 

some detail settlement on the fringes of the old medieval burgh, including the nature and extent of 
backland occupation and associated activities (Birch and Peteranna, 2015 (b)). The area of 
excavation focused in the northwest corner of the walled garden, adjacent to the Crook Burn and 
Millers Lane (the latter named as East Street in historical documents including a Householders List 
of 1744). Located to the west of the old High Street, the walled garden, originally named the Great 
Yard, was built in the second half of the 17th century, during John Urquhart’s tenure as laird of 
Cromarty. Documents from the Craigston Papers state, ‘….the great yard newlie built be me have 
the hie street at the west and north, the castell hill at the south and the new great dyke at the 
eist’. From these early documents it appears that its construction truncated the west end of the 
burgage plots running off the back of the old High Street, while also potentially taking into its 
boundaries properties located on the south side of East Street (Millers Lane). Documents from the 
Craigston Papers dated 1669, show a number of the burghs burgesses holding lands within the Great 
Yard including John Urquhart of Craigfintry, Alexander Urquhart of Craighouse, Alexander Clunes of 
Dunscaith and John Baillie. Few details have been revealed so far with regards to what these land-
holdings comprised. In 1725, Adam Clunes (son of Thomas and grandson of Alexander Clunes) is 
shown holding the property in the Orchard West, which is disposed to Sir George Urquhart of 
Greenhill in 1728. This transaction (Craigston Papers SC34/28/90) shows the property to comprise 
the malt kiln, houses and brewery site, located on East Street. Therefore, it appears most likely 
that the brewery site including the malt kiln was owned by the Clunes family in 1669, and possibly 
earlier. William Husband and John Robertson also held lands in the Orchard West in 1728. Also of 
note with regards to these documents are references to land held on the opposite (north) side of 
East Street in 1700 by John Ferguson, Smiths. It appears that the properties at the west end of East 
Street were of an industrial nature. The location of the malt kiln and blacksmith at the extremities 
of the old burgh were likely well-sited to a good source of water from the Crook Burn and to remove 
fire hazards from domestic areas. 
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6.1.23 At least three phases of archaeological remains were identified during the excavations in the walled 
garden area, comprising the remains of a c.18th century building with cobbled and clay floors; an 
earlier wall and area of possible cobbling; and a kiln structure and various post-holes and pits 
associated with this structure. The foundation of the garden wall (early 18th and 19th centuries), 
which was relevant to the site stratigraphy, was also evaluated. The remains of the 18th century 
building almost certainly relates to the old malting house, as mentioned in the documents above. 
Some ceramics and glass were recovered from the contexts associated with this building, one large 
ceramic object, a small kiln or oven, may have related directly to the malting process. A further 
feature of interest located within the area defined by the building comprised a hardened clay bowl 
overlying an earlier bowl-shaped pit. A section through the feature revealed a charcoal-rich basal 
fill and a soft clay upper fill in the lower pit. The clay bowl appeared to be part of the internal floor 
of the building, and possibly had an industrial purpose also relating to the malting house. 

 
6.1.24 Below the level of the malting house and to the southeast of the remains of this structure, a group 

of earlier remains comprised a drystone boundary wall, several post-holes containing packing 
stones, and a well-preserved grain-drying kiln containing mostly barley. The kiln comprised a flue 
channel aligned NE-SW that entered a kiln bowl at its northeast end. The kiln bowl was lined with a 
double-skinned wall, while the flue channel was stone-lined (revetted into the sand along with the 
kiln bowl) with the join to the bowl marked by a setting of ‘threshold’ stones. The base of the bowl 
contained a slabbed floor while the inner flue contained a base of heat-hardened clay. In the bowl, 
a charcoal-rich layer covering the floor contained charred grain and burnt wooden withies, 
indicating that the kiln was used for drying grain. In the flue, an area of intense burning was 
uncovered at its centre, with a charcoal-rich ash layer filling the base of the flue to either side. 
Based on the stratigraphy of the basal layers in the kiln, there were two phases of construction 
identified in the kiln. In addition, multiple post-settings were identified around the entrance to the 
flue and may represent more than one phase of structures associated with the kiln. This includes 
the low remains of a wall and the post settings, which may have formed a wind-break or structure 
covering the flue area. Mixed layers forming the upper fill of the kiln bowl suggest that later midden 
material formed part of the backfill, which contained ceramic sherds of late medieval to post-
medieval date and animal bone, while ceramic sherds forming a large part of a medieval jug were 
recovered from the backfilled flue. 

 
6.1.25 The presence of a grain-drying kiln and malting house within the walled garden, along with 

references to the smith’s on the opposite side of East Street, indicates that semi-industrial activity 
took place in this part of the town over a span of at least 400 years. These centres of industry have 
also been identified in marginal areas of medieval towns elsewhere in Scotland, where they were 
deliberately situated at the periphery of the town; near the town lade, probably to reduce the risk 
of fire. 

 
6.2 Volunteers and Community Involvement 
 
6.2.1 As with the 2014 season, the Cromarty Medieval Burgh Community Archaeology Project organised 

and carried out an extensive programme of events, aimed at engaging individual of all ages with the 
local heritage (Illus 3). In May 2015, a one-day free research seminar was held in Cromarty’s West 
Church Hall, which included presentations by the project directors and 4 expert specialists. This 
was attended by more than 50 local and regional members of the community, all of whom provided 
the highest possible commendations for the event. In addition, prior to the fieldwork season, school 
outreach visits were provided to Cromarty and Avoch Primary Schools during 3 visits. 

 
6.2.2 Following on from the 2014 season, when training, outreach and volunteer opportunities benefitted 

215 individual students/volunteers, the 2015 excavations began in June 2015 with a full training 
week. Over a 9-day period, the team focussed on training volunteers, which included full-day 
schools visits for 208 students and 15 teacher/parent helpers from Cromarty Primary School, Avoch 
Primary School and Fortrose Academy. The was followed by a 16-day open-area excavation during 
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which time over 115 different volunteers took part, over 30 of whom attended for 5 days or more. 
These volunteers included 13 post-graduate, undergraduate and high school students (2 of whom 
were international), while a wide range of age groups volunteered from the local community. Two 
daily site tours were held, with up to four completed on some days, averaging 30 visitors a day, 
with over 1,200 visitors having participated. With the increased numbers of school visits, visitors 
and site volunteers during the 2015 fieldwork season, additional staff was recruited to assist with 
site supervision and overall site management. Nine additional site supervisors and lead excavators 
were employed for these duties, assisting the two site directors. They comprised five university 
students or recent graduates who received valuable training in excavation, site recording, 
supervising and volunteer training. 

 
6.2.3 Volunteers of all ages, from 5 years upwards, took part in excavating, sampling, artefact 

identification and on-site recording. The role of one supervisor was particularly aimed at youth 
volunteers, serving to engage children with various hands-on activities from drawing to finds 
washing to pot-making, with digging proving most popular with children. Volunteers received 
training in basic excavation, feature excavation, sampling and sample recording, finds 
identification, washing and recording, context identification and recording, digital photography, 
plan and section drawing and illustration drawing.  

6.2.4 During the 2015 season, a series of free specialist on-site training events on the site on the following 
topics: metal-working and metal artefacts, archaeology and radiocarbon dating, photography and 
archaeology, pot-making; and ceramics, glass and animal bone identification. These topics were 
presented by the site specialists undertaking this work for the project. Two family day events were 
held – a Medieval Day and a Crafts Day. This included free crafts events, guided tours, and period 
costumes and medieval-themed activities (ceramics, weaving, wood-working, illustration drawing). 
These weekend events and were well-attended by at least 50 extra visitors (non-diggers) to the site 
per event. Two free social/BBQ events were also held at the site at the end of digging days. The 
entire programme of events and engagement were organised, set-up and carried out by the 
committee of volunteers. 

 
6.2.5 In the autumn of 2015, members of the project committee and Cromarty Courthouse Museum put 

together a superb exhibition of the project, which extended the museum's opening dates during the 
Highland Archaeology fortnight. This event extended the annual open period for the museum and 
attracted over 300 additional visitors. The project director also presented a talk on the project at 
the Highland Archaeology Conference in Inverness and for the Groam House Museum in Fortrose, 
while committee volunteers also held a stall at the Black Isle Gathering in October, to spread the 
word about the exhibit and the project results. Further presentations on the project have been 
provided to three other regional community groups. 

 
6.2.6 An interpretation panel will be erected in front of the excavation site, where the medieval well has 

been left open and consolidated for display. This is located on the popular South Sutor shoreline 
footpath. It forms an excellent addition to the existing panel erected at the footpath entrance.  

 
6.2.7 In 2016, the Cromarty Courthouse Museum opened their doors for the season with a new exhibition 

on the project. A local Fortrose Academy student assisted with the exhibit design and preparation. 
The project directors presented a joint talk, “Does Archaeology Matter?”, on the project and 
research results to the Cromarty History Society in April 2016.  

 
6.2.8 In June 2016, a final season of targeted excavation was undertaken. This work was required to 

answer specific questions not able to be addressed in previous seasons, and deemed necessary prior 
to final backfilling of the site. The area of excavation was restricted in size compared to previous 
seasons of work, while some of the work on site required more experienced fieldworkers. At least 
21 experienced volunteers attended for a full week of the excavations in 2016, receiving advanced 
training in excavation and recording. Further volunteers included at least 20 local community – most 
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of who attended between one and two days. Site tours were also provided to all classes from 
Cromarty Primary School, with over 50 children and teachers attending over two days. 

 
6.2.9 Finally, on the 12th November 2016, the Cromarty Medieval Burgh Community Archaeology Project 

hosted a one day seminar on the excavations and post-excavation results: 
  
 ‘Cromarty: The Evolution of a Scottish Coastal Burgh’   
 
 The event was hosted at the Stables and Old Brewery in Cromarty, venues run by the Cromarty Arts 

Trust. The site directors and post-excavation specialists working on the project presented their 
results, putting them into context in relation to work carried out in other Scottish Burghs. 
Refreshments were provided, along with lunch and an evening dinner event. 75 individuals attended 
the seminar, which provided presentations and open discussion on the results of the fieldwork and 
research by the archaeologists and 7 expert specialists. 

 

 
 
6.2.10 Two leaflets about the project have been designed and disseminated across local venues over the 

past 3 years. It is the intention of the project committee to raise further funding for production of a 
popular booklet to be distributed in local venues. 

 
6.2.11 All of the events were organised, set-up and programmed by the committee of volunteers, utilising 

local venues and businesses as much as possible and the feedback from the local community, project 
volunteers and students over the duration of the project has been amazing. The committee has 
been truly touched as to how positive an experience the project has been for participants. 
Feedback on the day seminar was also very positive, with people asking if we could host a similar 
event when the post-excavation analysis is complete. 
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Illus 3: Images from the 2015-2016 excavation seasons 
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7       Summary of features and major archaeological deposits 
 
7.1 Notes on the Fieldwork Data and Analysis 
 
7.1.1 This section of the report provides simplified descriptions for the archaeological features and major 

deposits identified within the open area excavations during the 2015 and 2016 fieldwork seasons, 
including buildings where these could be identified. The results of fieldwork carried out in 2013-14 
will also be included in this overall summary, to provide, where necessary, clarification with regards 
to relationships between structures spanning all phases of activity at the site. Post-excavation 
analysis is still in progress on small finds and also relating to the interrogation of the recorded site 
data alongside specialist analysis. Full details of the results of the excavation and post-excavation 
analysis will therefore appear in the final publication of the project. It is possible that some of this 
detail will change depending on the final post-excavation results. 

 
7.1.2 The full set of data lists from the 2015-2016 excavations are found in Appendices 1-6, while lists 

from 2013-2014 are found in previous Data Structure Reports. Although each identifiable entity 
recorded during the excavations (whether sediment, cut, or built structure) was allocated its own 
context number, the complexity of the archaeology and associated chronological matrix was such 
that it was subsequently collapsed and incorporated into a series of phases (Illus 4–10). This process 
of grouping contexts together provided a chronological framework that is easier to describe, analyse 
and discuss, while also allowing the stratigraphic relationships between the various blocks to be 
viewed more easily in relation to the overall interpretive site phasing. As such, Site Phasing List 
(Table 1) and the Site Matrix (Illus 11) should be used as the starting point for an understanding of 
the stratigraphy of the site. A full listing of the site phasing by contexts is found in Appendix 6. 

 
7.1.3 The stratigraphic blocks form, in effect, detachable elements from the overall site stratigraphy and 

were defined during the post-excavation phase of the project. For example, a particularly block 
may include the construction elements of an individual building, the internal features and deposits 
within a building, or the deposits resulting from the buildings abandonment and collapse. Their 
numbers are entirely arbitrary and all original numbering systems have been retained in order to 
enable this report to be used in conjunction with the site archive. While matrices for all individual 
blocks have not been included, matrices have been included for the areas referred to as Trench 1, 
area between Trench 1-2 and Trench 2 (Illus 12–14). The site archive contains full matrices of 
stratigraphic relationships. The use of the stratigraphic block system was found to be beneficial to 
the interpretation of the overall site formation processes and to site function, allowing contexts to 
be traced across the site, thus linking disparate areas of activity by phase.  

 

7.1.4 Drawings of trench and features sections (Illus 15-29) relate to the final trench plan (Illus 2) to 
show the location of section datums. Images of the excavation, individual features and finds and 
site images are shown at the end of this report (Illus 30-73).     

 
7.2 Notes on the Excavation 
 
7.2.1 The open area excavations carried out in 2015 and 2016 were located within the main trench in the 

Reeds Park field (Illus 1), which was extended in 2015 to cover additional features located on the 
north side of Thief’s Row – the old road running across the northern side of the field. This allowed 
for the full extent of buildings and substantial medieval deposits identified in 2014 to be revealed, 
while also enabling the investigation of additional geophysical anomalies in this area. After removal 
of the topsoil using a mechanical excavator, any remaining overburden was removed down to the 
surface of the c.1880 abandonment level using hand-tools. These overlying deposits are grouped 
under [Block 73] and generally comprise plough soil deposits overlying the c.1880 abandonment 
horizon (Phase 7).  
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7.2.2 A series of sub-trenches were laid out within both areas, to the north and south of Thief’s Row, to 
investigate visible features and archaeological deposits, with standing baulks allowing control of the 
site stratigraphy. From this point, all deposits were excavated by hand and spoil removed from site 
using buckets and wheel barrows.  

 
7.2.3 The following descriptions, relating to the different phases of settlement identified in the Reed’s 

Park field, will start with the earliest evidence for occupation during the 13th century and work 
forward to its abandonment during the later stages of the 19th century. Results from the excavations 
in the Cromarty Walled Garden will be integrated into these descriptions by phase. 

 
Table 1: Site Phasing 

Block Block Description 

1 Natural Sand 

2 Structure 1 - Construction 

3 Structure 1 - Occupation 

4 Structure 2 - Construction 

5 Structure 2 - Occupation 

6 Structure 3 - Construction 

7 Structure 3 - Occupation 

8 Structure 4 - Construction 

9 Structure 4 - Occupation 

10 Structure 5 - Construction 

11 Structure 5 - Occupation 

12 Structure 6 - Construction 

13 Structure 6 - Occupation 

14 Structure 7 - Construction 
15 Structure 8 - Construction 

16 Structure 8 - Occupation 

17 Structure 9 - Construction 

18 Structure 9 - Occupation 

19 Structure 10 - Construction 

20 Structure 10- Occupation 

21 Structure 11 - Construction 

22 Structure 11 - Occupation 

23 Structure 12 - Construction 

24 Structure 12 - Occupation 

25a Structure 13 - Construction 

25b Structure 13 - Occupation 

26 Structure 13 - Burning Event 

27 Structure 14 - Construction 

28 Structure 14 - Occupation 

29 Structure 14 - Burning Event 

30 Structure 4 - Burning Event 

31 Structure 5 - Burning Event 

32 Structure 6 - Burning Event 

33 Structure 15 - Construction 

34 Structure 15 - Occupation 

35 Structure 15 - Burning Event 

Block Block Description 

36 Associated Structures and Deposits - North of 
Thief's Row - Construction 

37 Associated Structures and Deposits - North of 
Thief's Row - Occupation Deposits 

38 
Associated Structures and Deposits - North of 

Thief's Row - Burning Event 

39 Structure 16 - Construction 

40 Structure 16 - Occupation 

41 Structure 16 - Burning Event 

42 Structure 17 - Construction 

43 Structure 17 - Occupation 

44 Structure 17 - Burning Event 

45 Structure 18 - Construction 

46 Structure 18 - Occupation 

47 Structure 18 - Burning Event 

48 Structure 19 - Construction 

49 Structure 19 - Occupation 

50 Structure 20 - Construction 

51 Structure 20 - Occupation 

52 Structure 21 - Construction 

53 Structure 21 - Occupation 

54 Structure 22 - Construction 

55 Structure 23 - Construction 

56 Structure 23 - Occupation 

57 Structure 24 - Construction 

58 Structure 24 - Occupation 

59 Structure 25 - Occupation 

60 
Associated Structures and Deposits - North of 

Thief's Row - Construction and Occupation 

61 Structure 26 - Construction 

62 Structure 26 - Occupation 

63 Structure 27 - Construction 

64 Structure 27 - Occupation 

65 Road and Associated Features and Deposits 

66 Structure 28 - Construction 

67 Structure 28 - Occupation 

68 Structure 29 - Construction 
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Block Block Description 

69 Structure 29 - Occupation 

70 Structure 30 - Construction 

71 
Associated Structures and Deposits - North of 

Thief's Row - Construction and Occupation  

Block Block Description 

72 Road and Associated Features and Deposits 

73 Plough Soil Horizon 

 
 
7.3 Phase 1 – Medieval features and deposits – 13th century  
 
7.3.1 The earliest structures identified at the Reed’s Park field site were constructed on the natural sand 

[Block 1], which most likely comprised the remains of a low dune system, formed of wind-blown 
sand. Based on the investigations, it does not appear that any significant modification of the surface 
of this sand horizon took place, although it is possible that natural features such as deflation 
hollows and prominent ridges of sand were levelled. However, before any stabilisation of these 
mobile sediments was achieved, such a dynamic landscape would have been prone to environmental 
impacts including the re-distribution of sand through wind action, and the more dramatic effects of 
coastal erosion. Indeed, evidence recovered during the excavations on site, along with historical 
references and local folklore; indicate the loss of a significant component of the settlement relating 
to this phase of activity during the medieval to late medieval periods. Layers of wind-blown sand 
interspersed through archaeological deposits relating to this early settlement phase, also provide a 
stark reminder that living in such a location during strong winds would have created uncomfortable 
and difficult conditions for permanent settlement. The sand matrix would have also created 
additional problems during the initial construction of buildings on site, including the setting of 
structural timbers.   

 
7.3.2 Evidence for the earliest settlement recorded within the excavated area comprised at least ten 

buildings and ancillary structures, aligned on a series of cobbled and gravel vennels or access 
tracks. One of these vennels (5535) was a substantial surface comprising beach cobbles, gravel and 
flat slabs of sandstone. It ran in a WNW-ESE direction and most likely connected to the High Street 
(Causeway) to the NW. Smaller areas of paving and gravel (5713/5896) may have formed additional 
access or activity areas between structures. The locations of the individual buildings were 
represented by post-holes, larger post pits, stone post-pads, and foundation gullies; and all of the 
structures displayed varying levels of preservation. The structures had also been modified 
throughout their use, which at times made interpretation of the remains difficult to assign to 
phases. The individual structures and buildings are described below. A sample of cattle bone 
(proximal phalanx) recovered from sediments sealed by a stone slab forming vennel (5535) provided 
a radiocarbon dating result of cal AD 1222-1292 (SUERC-70191). The context from which the sample 
was selected did not form the earliest settlement horizon in this part of the site, although the 
deposits lying below this (overlying the natural sand) were shallow.   

 
 Structure 1 [Block 2] was located in the NW corner of the main excavation area, aligned WNW-ESE 

and parallel to vennel (5535), and measured 6.5m long by 3.8m wide. The outline of the building 
was defined by sections of foundation gullies and small to medium-sized post holes, some of which 
contained packing and pad stones, which had been cut into the natural sand. A threshold was 
identified leading out onto a compacted clay surface (6176) abutting the vennel, while a series of 
smaller stake-holes within the building may have defined partitions and activity areas. The earliest 
hearth in the building comprised heat-affected stone slabs, over which had been set subsequent 
hearths comprising re-used mill stones (6139/6146). The hearths and the associated occupation 
deposits in the building are grouped under Block 3. Alder charcoal dominated the small assemblage 
recovered from these deposits, along with animal and fish bone, and ceramics. Samples taken from 
the floor horizon produced no carbonised macroplant remains. 
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 A threshold located in the NNE wall of Structure 1 provided access to a yard at the back of the 
building which contained a small area of paving leading into a stone-lined pit (6031). The pit, lined 
with beach cobbles, also had some flat paving stones in its base and measured 0.8-0.9m diameter at 
the top, 0.6m diameter at its base, and was 0.9m deep. There was no lining in the pit sealing the 
gaps between the stones, although it might have contained an organic lining that had since 
perished. The fill of the pit produced no evidence for its function, although it could have formed a 
latrine, or was used for storage. 

 
 To the WNW of Structure 1, a small extension to the main area of excavation revealed features 

relating to another possible building (Structure 8 – Block 15). These comprised several stake and 
post-holes forming an alignment paralleling the WNW wall of Structure 1, a small hearth setting 
(6018), and another stone lined pit (6021). The pit, lined with small to medium-sized beach cobbles 
and stone slabs was revealed in section by the trench edge and measured 1.6m long WNW-ESE by up 
to 0.7m deep. The only occupation deposits identified was ash residues (6019) resulting from the 
use of the small hearth. 

 
7.3.3 Almost abutting the ESE gable end of Structure 1, another building (Structure 2 – Block 4) was 

aligned parallel with vennel (5535) and measured between 7.5m and 8.0m long by 4.5m wide. Only 
a small area of the building was revealed fronting the vennel and was represented by small to 
medium-sized post-holes (some containing packing stones). The gable walls and back wall of the 
building were represented by a number of post-holes, larger post-pits, and short sections of 
foundation gully slots. An upper rotary quern/mill stone (6143) had been re-used for a hearth 
setting in the back half of the building, while a small slab-built hearth (5940) was located in the ESE 
end of the building. A second upper rotary quern/mill stone (6142) was revealed almost in the 
centre of the WNW half of the building and may have formed another hearth setting, or most likely 
a pad stone for a structural post. 

 
 Occupation deposits within Structure 2 [Block 5] included compacted clay floor horizons, ash 

deposits from the use of the hearths, a small area of gravel (possibly forming part of a floor), and 
organic-rich floor deposits (5939) comprising a silty sand containing charcoal, animal bone, ceramics 
and charred plant remains. These included a mixed charcoal assemblage including alder, birch, 
holly, oak and hazel; wild plant foods represented by hazelnut shell; and a variety of cereals 
dominated by oat, but also including rye, bere barley and barley.  

 
7.3.4 Structure 3 [Block 6] was located to the NNE of Structure 2, with a narrow space separating the two 

adjacent walls of the buildings. Accessed from the NNE by a paved vennel (5095), the building was 
aligned NNE-SSW and measured 3.5-4.0m wide. The length of the building could not be ascertained 
due to the limitations of the excavation area. The outline of the structure was defined by a series of 
post-holes cut into the natural sand, stone post-pads and foundation gully slots containing small 
upright stone slabs (most likely packing stones) – particularly on the WNW and SSW sides. A possible 
door threshold was identified leading onto the vennel access, while a number of smaller post and 
stake-holes within the interior may relate to partitions or other ancillary structures. A larger sub-
oval pit (5992) was located inside the building, filled by grey ash deposits flecked with charcoal 
(5988); while a number of deposits most likely represent occupation build-up within the structure 
[Block 7]. The deposits contained some animal and fish bone, shellfish, and a number of ceramic 
sherds. A large piece of oak charcoal may have derived from a burnt structural timber, while a 
limited cereal assemblage was also recovered from context (5027) including barley, bere barley and 
oat. Context (5253) contained no cereals, but charcoal included oak and hazel. The context 
containing most macroplant fossils was (5892), which including a mixed charcoal assemblage 
including holly, cherry, pine and oak; cereals including bere barley, hulled barley, barley, oat, rye, 
and a single flax seed. The assemblage also included a number of wild plant seeds.  

 
7.3.5 Working to the ESE through the excavated area the evidence for structures was less defined, while 

some areas were not excavated down to the natural sand horizon. It is possible that these 
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structures, located at the furthest extent from the High Street to the west, comprised ancillary, 
backland-type buildings. To the ESE of vennel (5095), a well-defined foundation gully slot, post-
holes, a post-pit and a series of upright stones, appear to show the outline of a building (Structure 4 
– Block 8), aligned NNE-SSW and measuring up to 4.5m wide. The length of the building could not be 
estimated due to the limits of the excavated area. A number of post-holes within the building are 
difficult to interpret, and while the internal deposits produced a sizeable assemblage of ceramic 
sherds and a limited amount of charcoal (hazel, oak, ash and heather), the only other macroplant 
fossils comprised a few wild plant seeds including fat hen. It is possible that the features comprising 
Structure 4 relate to a small ancillary-type building, or activity area such as a yard. 

 
7.3.6 Structures 4 and 5 were separated by a prominent ditch feature (5925) aligned NNE-SSW, which 

included some large stones in its fill. Towards its SSW terminus, an upper rotary quern/mill stone 
was located, which may have served as a post-pad, while the feature also contained medieval 
ceramics. A section of foundation gully (5517) running on the same alignment was located to the 
ESE, and along with a number of post-holes and post-pits forming an arc to the SSW, these features 
may define the ephemeral remains of Structure 5 [Block 10]. Only a small section of the structure 
was exposed during the excavations, so it has not been possible to estimate its dimensions. A 
curving arc of post-holes located to the SSW, some of which contained packing stones and post-
pads, may form the WNW gable end of another structure (Structure 6 – Block 12). No hearths or 
other internal features were identified within these two potential buildings, although it is possible 
that they survive below the baulk separating trenches 2 and 6. A large quantity of oak charcoal was 
recovered from Structure 6, although it is most probable that this material relates to the burning 
event at the end of Phase 2.  

 
 Located adjacent to vennel (5535) and between structures 2 and 6, a number of small post and 

stake-holes were revealed (Block 14), which may have formed a small ancillary building or activity 
area (Structure 7). A complete and unburnt upper rotary quern/mill stone was also found in-situ, 
which may have formed a post-pad. This area also comprised the space between buildings into 
which the well feature (5899/6073) and a hearth (5981) were constructed, either within Phase 1 or 
Phase 2 (for details of these features see Section 7.4).  

 
7.3.7 A lack of any buildings abutting the SSW side of vennel (5535) is intriguing, although the possible 

remains of a post-built structure (Structure 9 – Block 17) were revealed opposite Structure 1. These 
comprised a group of small to medium-sized post-holes, some containing packing and pad stones, a 
pit feature (5511), and a cobbled surface (5515), which may have formed a vennel or small yard 
outside the building. An area of compact daub containing some small stones (5341/5516) may be 
collapsed wall material, or may derive from a wattle and daub fence-line. Although no charcoal was 
recovered from the features or deposits in this area, one post-hole (5658) produced a small cereal 
assemblage including bere barley, barley, rye, oat and other cereals, along with one burnt hazelnut 
shell fragment.  

 
7.3.8 Located to the south of Structure 9, on the SSW side of vennel (5139), at least three buildings were 

identified. The vennel ran NW-SE from the northwest side of the excavation area, before turning NE 
for 2.5m then ran on a WNW-ESE direction and under the southeast baulk of the trench. The vennel 
was bounded on its NNE side on this last axis by a shallow boundary/drainage gully (5263), which 
produced ceramics from its fill. Structure 10 [Block 19] was aligned WNW-ESE and abutted the 
vennel, and was represented by a combination of foundation gullies, post-holes, post-pits and post-
pads. The full extent of the building was not revealed due to the limits of the excavated area, but it 
measured at least 6m long by 3.8m wide. A door threshold provided access to the building from the 
vennel (5133), flanked by several post holes that would have supported the door frame and door. 
Internally, an open hearth (5185) with associated ashy spreads was located in the NW half of the 
structure, while a second slab-built hearth was recorded closer to the NE wall of the structure. A 
number of post-holes and smaller stake-holes most likely formed roof supports and internal 
partitions. Floor deposits and midden spreads associated with the building [Block 20] produced 
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animal and fish bone, shellfish including oysters, ceramics, and a mixed charcoal assemblage 
including oak, heather, alder, ash and hazel. Charred macroplant fossils varied within these 
contexts, but included cereals (barley, bere barley, oats, common oat, rye, bread/club heat, and 
wheat), along with flax and turnip seeds, and one fig seed. A range of wild foods was also identified 
including hazelnut shell and corn spurrey seeds, with a wide range of wild weeds, most of which 
would have been edible (for example, black bindweed, pale persicaria, fat hen, chickweed, 
knotgrass, sheep’s sorrel, goosefoot and sedge).  

 
 Abutting this building to the SE was Structure 11 [Block 21], which shared a foundation gully with 

Structure 10 and was also defined by other gully slots, post-holes, post-pits and stone post-pads 
(some of these set in the base of the foundation gullies). The building, aligned WNW-ESE measured 
at least 6m long by 3.8m wide, with a door in the SW corner of the structure. The inside of the 
building had an uneven floor, this generally sloping inwards from the walls to a shallow drainage 
gully (5542), which ran downslope from the door access in a ENE, then ESE direction to a possible 
stone soakaway. An almost complete upper rotary quern/millstone had been used as a central post-
pad within the WNW end of the building, while half of a rotary quern had probably been used for 
the same purpose in the foundations of the SW wall. Internal deposits [Block 22] comprised thin 
trampled lenses within the natural sand, which contained some animal bone, fish bone and 
shellfish. The lack of artefacts and floor deposits in this structure, and the presence of the drain 
and uneven floor, suggest that the structure may have functioned as an animal byre or outbuilding. 
Samples taken from foundation gully (5603) produced ceramics, animal and fish bone, shellfish, and 
a mixed charcoal assemblage (oak, alder and holly). An open area to the NE of the building, which 
fronted onto vennel path (5139), may have formed a small yard or garden. 

 
 The ephemeral remains of a lightly cobbled vennel (5693) ran parallel to the SW of Structures 10 

and 11, and was abutted on its SW side by Structure 12 [Block 23]. Only the NE half of this building 
was revealed within the limits of the excavation, the outline indicated by post-holes (round and 
square in plan), some of which included packing and pad stones, post-pits, and areas of collapsed 
daub superstructure. A concentration of this daub material, which may also have formed a 
compacted floor, was recorded in a door threshold providing access into the building from the 
vennel, on the NE side. Several small post settings flanked the threshold, which also included some 
small upright stone slabs, which would have supported the door frame and door. The full extent of 
the structure was not revealed, but measured at least 5.8m long by 4m wide, aligned on a WNW-ESE 
axis. An area of paving slabs and gravel deposits formed a floor inside the building (5822), while 
other internal deposits [Block 24] included a possible hearth setting and floor deposits. These 
contained ceramics, some animal bone and fish bone, a mixed charcoal assemblage including alder, 
oak and hazel, a number of cereal grains (bere barley, naked barley, barley, oats and indeterminate 
grains) and some wild foods (hazelnut shell and dock fruits). One large piece of charcoal derived 
from a pine plank, which also displayed a saw mark – possibly an old structural timber, or artefact 
fragment used as firewood. 

 
 The deposits in the SW limits of the excavation area and focused on Structure 12 dipped away at a 

fairly steep angle and produced a significant number of medieval ceramic sherds including redware, 
Yorkshire/Scarborough ware, and Low Countries Highly Decorated ware, all of which can be dated 
to the 13th to 14th centuries. A well-preserved iron reaping hook, or sickle, was also recovered 
from this area lying on the natural sand. 

 
 A more general spread of midden material (5131), mixed in with an accumulating soil horizon, 

surrounded all three buildings described above. This deposit contained numerous medieval ceramic 
sherds (jugs and some cooking pots), other artefacts, animal bone and fish bone, shellfish, charcoal 
and a wide range of plant macro fossils. The recovered charcoal assemblage was dominated by oak, 
with lesser amounts of elm, heather, alder, birch and holly. A few cereal grains were also recovered 
including barley and oats, with a small number of wild plant seeds (corn spurrey, fat hen, 
chickweed and red orach. 
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7.3.9 Excavations conducted within the Walled Garden in 2015, to the east of the Crook Burn and 
adjacent to East Street (now Miller’s Road), produced evidence for some of the earliest settlement 
in the town. The archaeological remains and deposits, which had been sealed below deep 
accumulations of garden soil and overlying the natural sand horizon, included the degraded remains 
of a stone wall (025), aligned NE-SW and constructed within a shallow foundation cut (027); a small 
area of crude paving (006); and a well-preserved grain drying kiln and associated features and 
deposits. 

 
 The kiln, also aligned NE-SW, comprised a circular bowl displaying two phases of use (069/034), 

with a paved floor (087) and stone-lined flue (029/030) – the two side walls of the flue revetted into 
the natural sand and earlier archaeological deposits. The inside of the bowl measured 1.9m-2.1m 
diameter and up to 0.5m deep (four courses high), with the inside walls battered back slightly to 
provide stability in the structure. A low stone sill (053) had been constructed at the entrance to the 
kiln bowl, while the side walls of the flue extended for 2.8m in a SE direction. The walls of the flue 
were spaced 0.7m apart and survived up to three courses high (0.35m). The location of the fire 
(071) was identified within the flue and its centre was located 1.3m away from the sill stone 
marking the entrance to the kiln bowl. The heat from the fire had partially vitrified and cracked 
some of the stones in the flue walls. The base of the flue had a gradual rise at the SE end, where it 
terminated on a level area surrounded by an arc of post holes (085/087/089/091). A small section of 
degraded stone wall (084) was also uncovered, which connected with the possible boundary wall 
(025). The walls and post settings most likely formed a structure covering the end of the flue and 
possibly housed fuel to fire the kiln, and provided a wind-break. Additional post-holes 
(082/054/061) were recorded, spaced along the northwest side of the kiln flue and bowl, and may 
also have formed structural timbers for a building or canopy covering the kiln.  

 
 Organic-rich deposits (050/056) overlay the slabbed base of the kiln bowl and the area spilling over 

the sill stone into the adjacent flue. Both deposits contained significant quantities of burnt cereal 
grains with context (050) including lax eared barley (5%), naked barley (0.5%), barley (26%), 
bread/club wheat (1%), wheat (2%), rye (2%), wheat/rye (2%), oat (41%), cereal (20%) and chaff 
(0.5%). This context also included a mixed charcoal assemblage including alder (56%), oak (30%), 
hazel (5%), holly (5%), ash (2%) and birch (2%). Alder, ash, birch and hazel roundwood was noted and 
this accounted for 57% of the fragments recovered from this deposit; with Alder round wood in 
particular dominant forming 44% of the assemblage. It is likely that the roundwood fragments 
formed a woven frame trellis, forming a tray and supported above the bowl of the kiln, onto which 
the grain was spread for drying. There were also seven seeds of turnip recovered from the deposit, 
while weed taxa were dominated by over 100 fat hen seeds. There was also a one red orach, one 
sedge, one nipplewort, two pale persicaria and one indeterminate seed. Context (056), within the 
base of the kiln bowl, produced cereals including bere barley (17%), hulled barley (6%), naked 
barley (1%), barley (36%), bread/club wheat (1%), wheat (1%), common oat (1%), oat (11%) and 
cereal (26%). Other food remains were vegetables identified as 14 seeds. There was also a small mix 
of 23 weed seeds identified as red orach, fat hen, goosefoot, bedstraw, pale persicaria, elderberry, 
corn spurrey, chickweed and hemp nettle. The small and associated charcoal assemblage was 
dominated by birch. 

 
 The organic rich deposits recovered from the kiln possibly relate to several phases of activity. 

Indeed, it is obvious that the kiln was remodelled at some stage during its use, reducing the size of 
the kiln bowl. A burnt barley grain was submitted for AMS dating and returned a result of cal AD 
1049-1259 (SUERC-70196). After the kiln went out of use, the bowl and flue were backfilled with 
stone and midden deposits containing some animal bone and medieval ceramics. Ceramic sherds 
representing at least half of a small jug was recovered from the backfilled flue. This closure of the 
kiln may have taken place in Phase 3, or even later.        
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7.4 Phase 2 – Medieval features and deposits - 14th to 15th centuries 
 
7.4.1 The archaeological structures and deposits represented on site during Phase 2 present some 

continuity in the layout of the settlement in the excavation area, especially within the southwest 
sector of the site. However, there are also some notable changes in the settlement infrastructure, 
especially in the northeast sector of the site, closest to the current shoreline. In particular, major 
modifications in the alignment of buildings were noted in this area, suggesting either changes in 
land-holdings, or in the reconfiguration and alignment of the settlement. If either of these scenarios 
is correct, then why was this practice not mirrored elsewhere on site, within the buildings and 
associated ancillary structures located closer to the burgage plots running east off the old High 
Street (Causeway)? The end of Phase 2 is also marked by a major burning event, which appears to 
have spread through the buildings and settlement infrastructure within the bounds of the excavated 
area. Although signalling a cataclysmic event for the people living in the settlement at this time, 
the burning event provided enhanced survival and preservation of the archaeological features and 
deposits, especially of structural elements relating to the buildings and some of their contents. 
Evidence for the burning event will be discussed in Section 7.4.9. 

 
7.4.2 The large vennel (5535) remained in use during Phase 2, providing access from the High Street to 

the northwest; and, while this feature received minimal modifications, the alignment of buildings 
constructed on the NE side of this feature changed dramatically. Their original alignment, running 
parallel to the vennel, was abandoned and the new buildings were aligned gable-end on to the 
vennel. This is a layout seen in other burghs, where the burgage plots were laid out in strips running 
away from major roads and access routes. With their narrower gable-ends aligned onto the road, 
more buildings could be inserted into a smaller area of street, maximising the street frontage. This 
configuration continued through Phases 3 and 4, before reverting back to the Phase 1 alignments in 
Phase 5.  

 
 These buildings comprised a timber-frame construction, using clay-bonded wattle and daub panels. 

Structure 13 [Block 25a] utilised the SE corner and footprint of the earlier Structure 1 and was 
defined by foundation gullies, post-holes and post-pits, and stone post-pads. The building measured 
7.8m long NNE-SSW by 3.8m wide and most likely comprised a cruck-frame construction. A line of 
smaller stake-holes cutting across the structure most likely formed an internal partition, providing 
two rooms of roughly equal dimensions. Access to the building was via a walkway up its SE side, 
formed by pea-gravel (6032) overlying earlier mixed occupation deposits and natural sand. A 
rectangular threshold stone had been used as a step, from the vennel onto the walkway, which 
produced evidence for use as a sharpening stone – most likely for the sharpening of fish hooks. The 
gravel, along with some small flat stone slabs, turned through ninety degrees and entered the 
northern half of the building, and several post-holes here may have formed supports for a door. It is 
possible that the door threshold used in Structure 1, giving access onto vennel (5535) was also re-
used in Phase 2. 

 
 Internal features and deposits [Block 25b] included the insertion of a third rotary quern/mill stone 

(6140), overlying the earlier querns from Phase 1, around which were arranged an haphazard array 
of small stake-holes – some of which may have comprised hearth furniture. A second pit hearth 
(5432/5533) was located in the NE half of Structure 13, along with other associated pits, upright 
stones and small stake-holes. This hearth might have had an industrial function, due to the presence 
of heat-affected sand and sediments, and the recovery of some iron slag. The deposits inside the 
building produced medieval ceramics and other artefacts, a small amount of animal bone, fish bone 
and shellfish. The charcoal assemblage included oak, alder, birch, holly and hazel, while plant food 
resources comprised bere barley, hulled barley, naked barley, barely, oat and indeterminate cereal. 
There was also a single fragment of hazelnut shell, while the weed taxa included fat hen and 
goosefoot seeds. 
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 It has proved more difficult to trace the outline of Structure 14 [Block 27], located to the SE of 13 
and on the same alignment. However, the presence of distinctive foundation gullies and associated 
post-holes, post-pits and pad stones indicate that it measured approximately 9.2m long by 4.2m 
wide. Access to this structure may have been from the gable-end fronting onto vennel (5535), or 
probably from the NE using vennel (5095/5273). Inside the building, at the SW end, a large millstone 
(5912) had been used as a hearth, its surface cracked by the intense heat. The deposits within the 
building [Block 28] included ash rake-outs and organic-rich midden containing some ceramics and a 
charcoal assemblage comprising oak, alder, holly, hazel, birch, pine and heather. A small amount of 
charred plant remains was also recovered from context (5025) including bere barley, hulled barley, 
naked barley, barley, rye, oat and indeterminate cereal. 

 
7.4.3 The area located between the NE end of these two buildings, accessed by the gravel path (6032) 

from vennel (5535), formed a distinctive backland area measuring approximately 3.2m wide NW-SE 
by at least 3.8m long NE-SW, which may also have been covered by a roof or canopy. Several iron 
fixings were recovered from this area and may have been used to hold structural timbers together. 
The fastenings were all recovered from the alignment of a foundation gully, potentially forming one 
wall of this structure. The stone-lined pit (6031) relating to Phase 1 had been backfilled with gravel 
and shingle and the area appears to have housed a grain store and small oven, possibly for parching 
the grain. Structural and environmental evidence recovered from this small industrial area suggests 
that the oven may have formed the base of the devastating fire that swept through this area of the 
town during the first half of the 14th century.  

 
 Daub fragments recovered from this area were heat affected, while some were curved and had 

impressions of wood. The daub fragments were similar to those recovered from the medieval site in 
Bon Accord, Aberdeen where layers of daub had been constructed around a wood framework to 
create oven structures. Some of the charcoal including alder, hazel and oak had been worked and a 
number of these pieces fitted into the depressions left within the daub. The alder and hazel 
structural elements were deliberately shaped whereas the oak had been radially split. It appears 
that an oven with a wooden framework composed of alder, hazel and oak had been destroyed by 
fire. Evidence of at least three alder and hazel stakes were also identified, while this was the only 
sector of the site from which part of an oak bowl artefact was recovered (this had been burnt). 
Heather remains recovered as a part of this assemblage of burnt material may have been part of a 
turf used as either a fuel source or a building material.  

 
 This small area of the site produced a relatively large assemblage of charcoal (hand collected and 

from samples) totalling 162g including oak, hazel, alder, heather, birch, holly, ash and pine. Much 
of the hazel comprised roundwood fragments, which may have formed wattle screens in the 
structure. The largest assemblage of charred plant remains, especially cereals, was also recovered 
from this area, with over 5700 individual identifications. The cereal caryopses were dominated by 
bere barley (80%), but also included hulled barley (7%), barley (8%), oat (2%) and indeterminate 
cereal (2%).  The remaining 1% of the cereal assemblage was composed of naked barley, bread/club 
wheat, wheat, rye, wheat/rye and common oat. Other food remains identified included hazelnut 
shell fragments and one turnip seed. The weed taxa were made up of corn cockle, corn spurrey, red 
orach, fat hen, black bindweed, pale persicaria, chickweed, goosefoot and several indeterminate 
seeds.  

 
 The large concentration of cereal from this area proves that there was a structure, used for the 

storage of grain. It is unclear if these remains were destroyed accidently or intentionally, but there 
is no evidence of any fungal infection or large scale weevil infestation which would have required 
their deliberate destruction. The majority of the barley caryopses still had the lemma attached 
suggesting they were still to undergo the final stage of processing which involves parching them by 
exposure to heat. The large accumulation of barley was probably intended for brewing. The weed 
taxa were all common agricultural contaminates but of particular note was the corn cockle. This 
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species if eaten as a component of the grain would have had a detrimental effect on the health of 
the individual eating it. 

 
7.4.4 It is possible that Structures 4, 5, 6 and 7, described under Phase 1 (Section 7.3), were also still in 

use during Phase 2. The evidence for structures standing on the footprints of these earlier buildings 
is substantiated to some extent by the deposits relating to their destruction during the major 
burning event at the end of Phase 2. This is discussed further under Section 7.4.9.   

 
 Although possibly relating to Phase 1 activity on site, a stone-lined well had been constructed and 

was in use during Phase 2, located in the small area defined as Structure 7. The well presented as a 
clay-lined, keyhole-shaped pit in plan, with the bowl of the well (5899/6073/6074) located adjacent 
to vennel (5535) and the overall structure aligned NNW-SSE. Large boulders had been used to form 
the lower courses of the structure, which measured approximately 1m diameter at the base, and 
gave way to courses of smaller stones – well fitted together – and continued to the top of the 
structure. Here, the bowl of the well measured 1.7m NNW-SSE by 1.3m, the stonework providing a 
funnel-shaped structure extending to 2.6m deep. Substantial and well-laid stone steps provided 
access to the lower section of the well – the last step leaving a drop of around 0.8m to the water-
level. The channel that had been cut into the natural underlying sand to house the steps had not 
been lined with stone (the stone-lining forming the bowl of the structure terminated in vertical 
buttresses adjacent to the steps), but a thin clay deposit had been plastered onto the exposed 
surface, which extended around the rim of the well bowl, sealing and holding in place the small 
stones forming the lining. The well had been put out of use in what appears to have been a single 
event, with a small horse/pony deposited at the base and a homogenous backfill layers covering it. 

 
 At the top of the steps, a possible hearth feature (5981) had been constructed, comprising an oval 

raised bank of clay with some stone inclusions measuring 0.6m long NNE-SSW by 0.35m wide 
internally, with the hollow inside up to 0.14m deep. Small upright stones lined a part of the feature 
including three refitting fragments from a small upper rotary quern. The clay forming the structure 
had become hardened through use, but the overall function remains open for interpretation. Other 
features including small stake-holes, some of which contained packing stones, may have formed a 
shelter over the hearth and access to the well. 

 
7.4.5 Excavations in Trench 6, located in the SE sector of the main excavation area and NE of vennel 

(5535), revealed elements relating to several degraded structures relating to the Phase 2 
settlement. The main reasons for the relative poor survival of the archaeological features and 
deposits included the reduced depth of overlying deposits, which was partly influenced by a lack of 
continuity in the settlement infrastructure in this area, and the impacts of later agricultural 
practices. The decreased depth of overlying deposits also resulted in greater impacts on the 
underlying archaeological features and deposits when later buildings were constructed. As a result 
of these factors, excavations in Trench 6 were more constrained, and features were generally 
targeted using small trenches. 

 
 The lower archaeological horizons investigated, overlying the natural sand, produced evidence to 

suggest that timber structures had been burnt in this area – by the same burning event identified 
elsewhere on site. The ephemeral outlines of at least one building (Structure 15-Block 33) could be 
seen, represented by small post-settings (some of which had the remains of burnt posts still in-situ), 
stone post pads, and the associated ash and charcoal deposits relating to the fire (Blocks 34 and 
35). The major surviving structural elements relating to these buildings was the cobbled and paved 
vennels providing access to their entrances. A crudely paved vennel (5482) comprising beach 
cobbles, some sandstone slabs and a fragment of a small upper rotary quern/mill stone accessed the 
SE side of Structure 5 from the NNE. The vennel and paved access for Structure 15 appears to have 
linked with the main vennel (5535) to the SSW. Also comprising a combination of beach cobbles and 
flat slabs, the vennel (5448) provided access to a stone door threshold (5606) on the NW side of this 
structure, complete with upright flanking stones to each side. 
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 Occupation deposits associated with Structure 15 (5036/5038/5267/5348) produced a small charcoal 
assemblage including alder, heather, birch, cherry and one fragment of 
apple/pear/hawthorn/quince. Macroplant remains comprised cereal caryopses including bere 
barley, hulled barley, barley, bread/club wheat, wheat, rye wheat/rye, oat and indeterminate 
cereal. Other food remains included two turnip seeds and five fragments of hazelnut shell. Weed 
taxa was identified as a single bedstraw along with three indeterminate poorly preserved seeds. 
Material deriving from a sample taken from door threshold (5606) produced forty cereal caryopses 
including bere barley, naked barley, barley, bread/club wheat, oat and cereal. There was also other 
food remains such as 17 apple seeds, one blackthorn/sloe, one fig seed, five hazelnut shell 
fragments and one turnip seed. Weed taxa included over 100 fat hen seeds and 1 bedstraw fruit. 
The cereal caryopses, fruit, vegetable and nut shell fragments have all derived from domestic food 
waste which was probably spilled onto this doorstop when refuse was removed from the house and 
was subsequently trampled into the surface. This is the largest concentration of fat hen recovered 
from this site and its presence within the doorstop deposit mixed in with food remains suggests that 
this weed species may have been deliberately harvested as a food source. Fat hen seeds are high in 
carbohydrates and have been used to supplement both human and animal diets especially in times 
of food hardship.      

 
7.4.6 On the SW side of vennel (5535), it is possible that Structure 9 from Phase 1 was still in use. 

However, no additional evidence for buildings or any associated features (with the exception of the 
occasional small stake-hole) was identified fronting on to this major access route. It is possible that 
gardens filled this area between vennel (5535) and vennel (5133/5139) to the SW from the earliest 
phases of settlement. 

 
7.4.7 During Phase 2, vennel (5133/5139) was modified in the central section where it changed alignment 

from NW-SE to WNW-ESE. Additional sandstone paving slabs (5248) formed a roughly triangular area, 
edged on the SW side by small upright slabs (5179). At some stage soon after the slabs had been laid 
down, a complete upper rotary quern/mill stone had been set – almost within the centre of the 
triangle. This may have formed a post-pad for a porch or shelter over this area. 

 
 Fronting onto vennel (5133/5248), alignments of post-holes, post-pits, smaller stake-holes, and 

associated patches of daub, showed the outline of the SE half of a fairly large building (Structure 
16-Block 39). A combination of round and square post-holes were recorded, some containing 
packing and pad stones; while some posts appear to have been set on pads of compacted clay daub 
edged with small upright slabs (potentially for cruck blades). The full length of the building could 
not be ascertained due to the limits of the excavation area, but it measured between 4.2m and 
4.5m wide. A possible entrance was identified in the SE end of the building, indicated by substantial 
posts set 1.6m apart. Internal features included a circular pad of hardened clay (5347) 1.2m in 
diameter, forming a working stance next to a small smithing hearth (5320). This comprised three 
small upright stone slabs, surrounding a small iron hearth base. A pit feature (5187) may have 
housed a wooden post/anvil adjacent to the smithing hearth, while a small area of fire-degraded 
stone slabs located to the north and associated ash features formed a hearth setting (5671/5143) 
potentially connected with this activity. An alignment of four small stake-holes (5440) to the NNW 
of hearth (5671) may have formed a partition screen. Therefore, it appears that during the final 
phase of use of Structure 16, it functioned as a smithy/workshop.  

 
 Occupation deposits associated with Structure 16 [Block 40] included ceramics, some iron slag, 

animal and fish bone, and shellfish – mainly comprising mussel and periwinkle, but also including 
oysters. One of the more important artefacts to be discovered during these excavations was also 
recovered from this building – a bone or antler tuning peg from a musical instrument, most likely a 
harp. The charcoal assemblage recovered from deposits associated with the building varied 
significantly, with some samples producing no charcoal at all. Timber slot (5442) produced a large 
quantity of charcoal including alder, holly, oak and hazel, with the alder component showing 
evidence of working and probably representing a structural element. Daub deposit (5461) most 
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likely relates to the wall construction in the building and comprised a large quantity of oak 
charcoal, most likely relating to a structural timber in the wall.  

 
 A total of 47 cereal caryopses were recovered from context (5655). The species were barley (19%), 

bread/club wheat (2%), and rye (2%), wheat/rye (7%), common oat (2%) and cereal (68%).  Other 
food remains included one turnip seed. The weed taxa comprised one pale persicaria, one corn 
spurrey and one dock. From context (5656) there was 38 cereal caryopses identified as barley (5%), 
bread/club wheat (5%), wheat (5%), rye (11%), oat (34.5%), cereal (34.5%) and chaff (5%).  Six cereal 
caryopses were present in daub context (5461) and these were composed of one naked barley grain, 
two oat, two cereals and one chaff node. Eleven cereal caryopses were identified in context (5417) 
as single examples of bere barley, barley, bread/club wheat, oat along with seven cereals. There 
was also one pale persicaria and one wild radish pod. A total of 27 cereal caryopses were recovered 
from hearth ash deposit (5143), including bere barley (7%), hulled barley (4%), barley (15%), oat 
(70%) and cereal (4%). Other deposits contained isolated cereal caryopses and associated food 
remains. 

 
7.4.8 Located to the SE of Structure 16, and separated by a gap of 1.2m (possibly forming a route of 

access), the outline and dimensions of Structure 17 [Block 42] appear to be similar to the building 
present in this location in Phase 1 (Section 7.3.8). The NE corner of the building included part of the 
paved area (5248), which may have formed access into the structure from the vennel, while a 
second entrance also remained in use on the SW side. The latter provided access onto vennel 
(5693), which filled the linear space between this building and Structure 18. Samples collected from 
the internal deposits in Structure 17 [Block 43] produced no charcoal and only isolated macroplant 
remains, indicating that this building functioned as an animal byre or ancillary outbuilding. A small, 
but open area of ground separated the NE wall of Structure 17 from vennel (5139). The NW half of 
this area included a low, but prominent mound of orange to buff ash (5315), which also produced 
two small fragments of iron slag. It is possible that this formed a dump for residues of material 
generated in the smithy (Structure 16).  

 
 Structure 18 [Block 45], located to the SW side of vennel (5693), comprised an NW-SE alignment of 

square post-holes and associated post-pits running parallel with the vennel; and a compacted layer 
of daub (5323) forming a possible floor. The floor sloped fairly steeply to the SW and had no 
associated features, suggesting that it may have comprised a small ancillary structure, or an 
enclosed yard. The second interpretation is substantiated by a lack of charcoal or burnt plant 
remains from samples processed from this area. No negative features such as post-holes were 
identified at the NW end of the structure to indicate the location of the gable, although collapsed 
daub deposits (5340) may relate to this feature.  

 
 A prominent door threshold (5711) comprising upright stone slabs set within a foundation slot (5436) 

and compacted clay daub (5712), was uncovered at the NW corner of Structure 18, and abutting the 
SE corner of Structure 16. An area of well-laid paving slabs (5713), with a pea-gravel matrix (5714), 
was also recorded to the SW of the threshold. This was abutted to the SW by an area of smaller 
cobbles mixed with pea gravel (5715) and these combined features appear to have formed a path or 
vennel providing access to the door threshold from the SW. Alternatively, the features may have 
comprised elements of a building which included an enclosed yard (Structure 18) to the SE. 
Although ceramic sherds, animal and fish bone, and some charcoal were recovered from this area, a 
general lack of internal deposits provides little evidence to substantiate the latter interpretation. 
However, deposits associated with the burning event overlying this area did produce structural 
timber elements and these are discussed in Section 7.4.9. 

 
7.4.9 The structures identified on both sides of vennel (5535) relating to the Phase 2 settlement displayed 

varied evidence for burning, including charred and fragmentary structural timbers, burnt daub, 
some burnt artefacts including ceramics, and significant quantities of ash. Combinations of the ash 
and charred timbers in particular, in conjunction with post settings and foundation gullies, mirrored 
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and enhanced the evidence aiding identification of individual structures including their extent, and 
in some instances, the wood comprising their structural timbers. The interpretation of this evidence 
suggests that the fire was most intense within the NW corner of the excavation site, focused on 
Structures 13 and 14 – with reduced levels of burning evident moving to the SE and SW. However, 
more intense areas of burning were identified elsewhere across the excavated area, suggesting that 
the construction of some structures and their associated contents comprised more combustible 
materials. Other influences that may have had an impact on the intensity of the fire could have 
included the proximity of buildings to each other and their overall configuration in relation to 
vennels and other open spaces. Radiocarbon dating of samples submitted from the burnt horizon 
includes a result on burnt barley grain of cal AD 1283-1397 (SUERC-70190) while a sample taken 
from an in-situ burnt wooden post (Scottish Water trench excavation) produced a result of cal AD 
1040-1290 (GU-10119). The oak post sampled for the second date shown above may have derived 
from a tree that was of some age when cut down, hence the earlier date.   

 
 The intensity of the fire in relation to Structures 13 and 14, especially within the backland area 

between the two buildings (Section 7.4.3), suggests a possible location for the source of this event. 
The large charcoal assemblage recovered from this area included radially split oak, along with 
worked alder and hazel withies which may have comprised elements of the wattle and daub wall 
panels. There was insufficient evidence to indicate what materials were used for roof coverings for 
these structures, although heather may have been one component. Burnt daub recovered from the 
same areas displayed impressions of withies, possibly hazel and alder, providing further evidence 
for the construction of the walls of the buildings – although the presence of burnt turves may also 
suggest variations in construction techniques. Elements of these two structures had collapsed 
outwards onto the stone vennel (5535). Notable deposits associated with the burning event include 
(5221/5202/5900/5901/5902/5532/5533).  

 
 The remains of Structure 4 were clearly indicated by charcoal and ash concentrations along the wall 

lines (5918/5919). These combined deposits in some areas formed linear mounds that peaked above 
the post-holes representing the walls, while in some locations they presented wider spreads of 
material, possibly indicating where walls had collapsed outwards. The latter was particularly 
noticeable on the SE side of Structure 4 where the wall had collapsed into the wide boundary gully, 
forming a plot boundary (context 5919). On the NW side of the structure, the walls had partially 
collapsed out over stone vennel (5095/5232). A predominance of oak charcoal recovered from the 
burnt deposits (5921/5922/5924), along with hazel roundwood, most likely relate to structural 
elements from Structures 4, 5 and 6. 

 
 Evidence for the burning event on the SW side of vennel (5535) was focused on Structures 16, 17 

and 18, although the overall impact of the fire in this area was not as severe as that seen on the 
seaward (northeast) side. Within Structure 16, deposits associated with the event (5321/5461/5588) 
are focused on wall lines, especially the SW wall and E corner of the building. Charcoal recovered 
from these deposits was dominated by oak and alder, and including some worked elements. 
Evidence for burning in Structure 17 is less evident, and is represented by ash deposits focused on 
the NW gable (5269) and SW wall line (5322). The most intense area of burning was located at the 
NW end of Structure 18 and adjacent to the SW wall of Structure 16 – especially the area focused on 
the door threshold (5711). Here, the underlying clay/daub floor had been baked hard and reddened 
by the fire, with spreads of orange ash and charcoal radiating away on the SW to NW arcs (5324). 
These deposits produced a large quantity of charcoal (359.8g) identified as alder, birch, hazel, 
holly, heather and oak. The dominant species was oak (48%), followed by alder (20%), hazel (16%), 
holly (12%), heather (3%) and birch (1%). Alder, hazel, heather and holly round wood was present 
and formed 29% of the assemblage. The charcoal assemblage is composed of both structural 
elements and fuel debris. There is evidence of one alder stake, multiple oak stakes and one possible 
peg made from hazel which was burnt in situ. The birch, heather and holly do not appear to have 
been used to form structural components within this assemblage. Food remains were represented by 
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eleven cereal caryopses including one bere barley, two barley, two bread/club wheat, one oat and 
five cereals. There was also a single red orach.      

 
 This significant event in the history of the town signalled major changes in the layout of the 

settlement moving into the 16th century. However, the fire may not have been the catalyst for this 
change. Increased storminess, resulting in severe coastal erosion, appears to have caused a major 
restructuring of the settlement – possibly as a result of the loss of a significant part of the town 
bordering the shoreline. This will be discussed further in Section 8 of this report.    

 
7.5 Phase 3 – Late Medieval features and deposits – 16th century 
 
7.5.1 The redevelopment of Cromarty during the first half of the 16th century may have coincided with a 

new Charter confirming burgh status. However, it is also possible that such dramatic changes in the 
settlement layout were a result of other, more dynamic natural events, including costal erosion. For 
whatever reason, it is obvious from the archaeological evidence that the layout of the burgh at this 
time adopted a more uniform approach, similar to that seen elsewhere in other east coast burghs. 
The major restructuring taking place during the early stages of the 16th century included an 
expansion in the number of structures and extent of the settlement along the NE side of vennel 
(5535), a more formal layout and delineation of property boundaries, the construction of buildings 
with relatively uniform dimensions with their gable-ends fronting the vennel, cruck-frame 
construction using low wall foundations, and the adoption of common access routes from the vennel 
to doorways facing to the SE. 

 
 Settlement to the SW side of vennel (5535) however, appears to contract through this phase, with 

larger areas of ground turned over to garden plots. The structural evidence focused on Structure 16 
and the access vennels in this area, although sharing roughly the same NW-SE alignment to the 
settlement infrastructure on the seaward side of vennel (5535), most likely respects land holdings 
and burgage plots focused to the NW. Interpretations relating to these variances in the settlement 
pattern will be discussed further in Section 8.     

 
7.5.2 Archaeological evidence resulting from the excavations centred on Structures 16 and within the 

area to the NW of Structure 18 (to the SW of vennel 5535), indicates that at least one more phase of 
building activity took place in this part of the site before the area was turned over to garden plots 
in Phase 4. A substantial stone wall (5012) was built adjacent to the NW side of Structure 16 and 
overlying cobbled vennel (5133), comprising dressed sandstone blocks and beach cobbles, with a 
stone core (5013) bonded with clay. A possible cruck slot and associated pad-stone (5015) was 
identified in the SE side of the wall, while a substantial lower rotary quern/mill stone had been set 
upright, facing into the building. The wall, which measured between 0.6m and 0.7m wide, had been 
robbed away during later activity on site at its SE end, making it difficult to gauge its full extent. 
The feature survived up to 0.55m high and although some collapsed stone was noted on each side of 
the wall, it most likely did not attain much in the way of additional height. 

 
 The SW wall of the structure was represented by a robbed-out wall (5241), which remained as 

isolated stones set within a bank of clay daub. This was defined on the SW side by a shallow ditch 
lined with sloping slabs, abutting an area of well-laid paving slabs (5242). The slabbed area most 
likely formed an access path of vennel, similar to that recorded on Phase 2 in this area. The SE end 
of the building also comprised a low bank of daub, but this was not clearly defined and had been 
truncated by a later ditch feature (5244). Internally, the stratigraphic relationships between 
deposits was not clearly defined, but it is possible that the building still functioned has a 
smithy/blacksmiths workshop. These deposits included hearth rake-outs, lenses of shellfish midden, 
and redeposited ash – some of which was overlain by elements of collapsed wall (5360/5435). Other 
internal elements of the building included fragments of a compacted clay floor (5130), a small, 
boat-shaped stone setting (5313) and a shellfish deposit (5417) within one of the internal structural 
post-holes relating to the Phase 2 building (5314).  
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 This substantial building respected the alignment of the earlier structures (NW-SE), lying parallel to 

the alignment of the access vennels, although it was slightly wider at 4.5m internally (the length 
could not be determined due to the limits of the excavated trench area). Otherwise, the areas to 
the NW of this structure appeared to form garden plots. This alignment still respected the major 
access vennels including (5535) and the settlement to the NW, and begs the question as to why 
these alignments did not correspond to the High Street (Causeway) to the west and the burgage 
plots that would have run off this feature. 

 
 At some stage after Structure 16 had fallen out of use and its foundations partially landscaped using 

deposits of ash and shellfish midden (5127/5123), the NE wall of the structure (5012) was extended 
to the SE. This feature included a substantial stone-built wall (5243) comprising large beach cobbles 
and some angular stone clasts. Some of the stones had been struck by later ploughing activity in the 
Reeds Park field, dragging them over into a prone position. Within the NNE-facing side of the wall, 
at the east end, a pillar stone had been incorporated. Otherwise, the resulting gaps within the wall 
were filled with shellfish deposit (5123) and ash deposit (5127). Combined with the earlier wall 
fragment (5012), the structure (aligned NW-SE) most likely formed a boundary wall running roughly 
parallel with Thief’s Row. This may have defined the SW extent of the garden plots that were laid 
out in this area of the site during Phases 4 and 5.    

 
7.5.3 The settlement infrastructure to the NW of vennel (5535) produced evidence for at least five 

individual buildings, all aligned gable end to the vennel (NE-SW axis), along with their corresponding 
access vennels and plot boundaries. Starting at the NW end of vennel (5535), Structure 19 [Block 
48] comprised well-built stone foundations measuring 7.5m by 3.5m internally, with walls between 
0.6m and 0.7m wide and surviving up to 0.4m high. The two gable end walls comprised more 
substantial structures including beach cobbles and some sandstone blocks, while the side walls had 
been formed using upright sandstone slabs, mixed with beach cobbles, with a coarse cobble core. 
The walls had all been bonded using pink-coloured clay. Several post settings were identified within 
the two side walls comprising pad stones, and some of which also included thin upright slabs. The 
absence of any such settings within the two gable-end walls would suggest that the building was of 
cruck-framed construction – possibly forming floor-level accommodation, with the potential for the 
use of a loft space for storage. The SE wall had been robbed away and re-aligned during Phase 4 
(Section 7.6), but it appears that this had followed the existing post-alignment, foundation gullies 
and stone post-pads of the structure from Phase 2 (Section 7.4.2). The very ephemeral remains of a 
door threshold also appear to have been re-used from the Phase 2 entrance. 

 
 Internal features and deposits [Block 49] including a hearth comprising a re-used upper rotary 

quern/mill stone (6140), which had been set above earlier querns used for the same purpose. This 
was located in the SW half of the building. The indistinct cut for a pit [5427] at the centre of the 
structure could have related to the restructuring of the building. Areas of compacted clay, ash and 
midden filled the interior of the building, forming different levels of floor horizons. The lenses of 
material included some animal and fish bone, shellfish lenses, ceramics and a small assemblage of 
other types of artefact. Charcoal was recovered from most of these deposits and the species 
represented included oak, alder, birch, hazel, holly and cherry. The assemblage included hazel and 
alder roundwood, some of which may have formed structural elements, while context (5308) in the 
SE quadrant of the structure, produced large fragments of oak charcoal (the largest assemblage of 
charcoal from a late medieval structure on site), some of which showed evidence of splitting. This 
may have formed part of a structural element in the building.  

 
 Macroplant fossils included food remains and wild plant seeds. Ash deposit (5284), spread across the 

building east side, produced the largest number of charred macroplants recovered from not only 
Structure 19 but from all the late medieval features. There was a total of 110 charred macroplants 
of which 96 were cereal caryopses. The cereal species were bere barley (2%), barley (42%), 
bread/club wheat (8%), wheat (1%), rye (35%), wheat/rye (1%), common oat (1%), oat (5%) and 
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cereal (5%). There were also five fragments of hazelnut hell.  A small quantity of weed taxa was 
identified as three bedstraw, one wild radish pod segment, one corn spurrey and two chick weed 
seeds. A further two seeds could not be identified. Other occupation deposits sampled from the 
building also included cereal caryopses and wild plant taxa including context (5305) - a total of 38 
cereal caryopses were identified as bere barley (29%), naked barley (5%), barley (13%), bread/club 
wheat (5%), common oat (3%), oat (29%) and cereal (16%). There was also one apple seed and three 
poorly preserved seeds; context (5308) - two barley, three oat, two cereal, four hazelnut shell 
fragments and three sedge fruits; context (5490) - cereal remains numbered 28 and were identified 
as bere barley (46%), barley (11%), common oat (3.5%), oat (3.5%) and cereal (36%). There was also 
one turnip seed, one wild carrot and one corn spurrey; and context (5962) – comprising 21 cereal 
caryopses that were identified as barley (24%), bread/club wheat (5%), oat (52%) and cereal (19%). 
The weed species were identified as one nipplewort and one chickweed seed. 

 
 The fragmentary remains of a possible drainage or boundary gully (5917) were identified around 2m 

to the SE of the wall of Structure 19, overlain by crude paving and cobbling, with some gravel 
spreads (5961/5354/5486) forming the access path to the door of the building. This linked in with 
vennel (5535) to the SW, while to the NE it continued under the baulk of the trench edge. In this 
area, at the limit of the excavation (on the seaward side), other potential structural elements were 
identified which may relate to buildings extending seaward and now lost to coastal erosion. 

 
7.5.4 Excavations in the small exploratory trench running off the NW side of Structure 19 revealed an area 

of well-laid paving slabs and beach cobbles (5502), which may have formed a vennel accessing 
another building located to the NW of Structure 19. Time and space did not allow a fuller 
investigation of this feature and wider relationships. 

 
7.5.5 Located just 3.5m to the SE of Structure 19, the next building in this sequence (Structure 20-Block 

50) had been severely robbed away, especially the clay-bonded stone walls. Aligned NE-SW, this 
structure measured approximately 9.2m long internally by 3.8m wide, with indeterminate wall 
widths. The overall length of the building in particular was difficult to ascertain, especially at the 
SW end where the walls had been disturbed by the construction of an overlying structure in Phase 5. 
It was also not established whether the gable-end wall of the structure abutted vennel (5535). The 
outlines of the walls were represented by isolated foundation stones (5481) in the NW wall and NE 
corner of the building, and mounds of clay bonding (5409) including some smaller stone clasts, all of 
which followed the general alignment of the earlier Phase 2 structure (Section 7.4.2). The removal 
of the remains of the wall on the NW side directly overlay areas of burning representing the fire 
(5221) which took hold in this area at the end of Phase 2. The SE wall of Structure 20, with the 
exception of the NE corner, had been completely removed. Paved and cobbled vennel (5273) 
provided access to the building on the SE side, where a possible stone threshold was noted. Deposits 
relating to the Phase 5 building and potentially covering any continuation of the vennel to its 
junction with (5535) were not excavated, so this relationship remains unfounded. However, vennel 
(5273) continued to the NE beyond the edge of the excavation area, which may indicate that access 
to Structure 20 was from this direction.  

 
 There were no clear features associated with the interior of this structure, while internal deposits 

also proved difficult to clarify for this phase [Block 51]. Taking into consideration a general absence 
of artefacts and ecofacts from these deposits, few samples were taken. The processed samples 
produced negligible amounts of charcoal and plant macrofossils, which are in stark contrast to 
material recovered from contemporary Structure 19, suggesting that this building may have already 
been falling into decline, or served a basic utilitarian function. 

 
7.5.6 Working to the SE along vennel (5535), the next building in this sequence was Structure 21 [Block 

52]. Aligned NE-SW, the structure measured approximately 8.2m long by 3.6m wide internally, with 
walls between 0.5m and 0.6m wide, and surviving up to 0.45m high. Much of the SE wall survived 
displaying a double-skin construction using sandstone boulders and upright slabs, and a clay-bonded 
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core (5226). The NE gable-end wall had survived remarkably well, having a slightly curved profile in 
plan and including a central post-pad incorporated into the wall in a central position – possibly 
supporting a curved gable-end superstructure. The stone from the SW half of the NW wall and the 
complete SW gable wall had been robbed away, leaving behind a faint outline of the structure 
defined by isolated stones and alignments of clay daub (5290/5424). No hearth setting was 
identified within this building. 

 
 The internal deposits [Block 53] produced some ceramic sherds (including spindle whorls 

manufactured from sherds from broken ceramic jugs), along with occasional fragments of animal 
bone and some fish bone. Lenses of shellfish were interlaced through these deposits, indicative of 
bait middens. The samples taken from these deposits produced a very limited charcoal assemblage 
including cherry, heather and holly. Cereal caryopses and wild plant taxa recovered included the 
following species, broken down by context: shell deposit (5297) - sixteen cereal caryopses identified 
as barley (31%), oat (50%) and cereal (19%). There was also a single corn spurrey seed; occupation 
deposit (5138) - a total of 71 cereal caryopses and chaff fragments were noted within this deposit. 
The species were bere barley (28%), naked barley (3%), barley (24%), bread/club wheat (3%), 
wheat/rye (4%), oat (15%) and cereal (23%). There was also one thistle, two chickweed and one 
poorly preserved seed; and occupation deposit (5897) - cereal caryopses identified as barley (33%), 
bread/club wheat (5.5%), rye (5.5%), oat (17%) and cereal (39%). There was one heather bud. These 
cereal remains were most likely domestic food debris which had been trampled into the occupation 
surfaces within Structure 21. It is possible that most of the deposits within the structure comprised 
the base of the backfilling sequence, relating to the landscaping of earlier structures in Phase 4.  

 
 A paved and cobbled vennel (5275) provided access to the SE-facing door threshold, which 

comprised a long, rounded beach cobble, set at a slight angle to the wall-line – possibly a design 
feature deflecting northeast and easterly winds away from the entrance. The vennel abutted the SE 
wall of Structure 21 and displayed modification, including the addition of new paving slabs. Several 
larger stones incorporated into the vennel displayed evidence for sharpening fish hooks, and 
potentially knives. A u-shaped gully feature (5487) located to the SE of vennel (5275) and filled by 
deposit (5488), probably formed a combined drainage ditch and plot boundary marker, while a 
linear arrangement of beach cobbles (running off the NW corner of Structure 21 most likely marked 
the opposing side of the burgage plot, providing an overall width of between 7m and 7.5m.  

 
7.5.7 Prior to the construction of Structure 21 and its associated vennel (5275), the stone-lined well 

(5899/6073/6074) had been backfilled with homogenous organic-rich sediments, which only 
produced the occasional fragment of animal bone and one medieval ceramic sherd. Towards the 
base of the fill, the fill comprised sticky clays (6072) and was partially waterlogged; and within this 
deposit, the complete remains of a small adult horse were revealed. There was no evidence for 
butchery on the bone remains and it appears that the feature provided a convenient location for the 
deposition of the dead animal – although it is also possible that the animal remains formed a more 
formal ‘closing deposit’ marking the end of the structures use. A sample of the bone was submitted 
for radiocarbon dating and provided a result of cal AD 1482 – 1650 (SUERC-70192).  

 
7.5.8 The remaining buildings relating to the Phase 3 activity on the NE side of vennel (5535) had also 

been partially robbed away, and due to time constraints were not fully excavated. Structure 22 
[Block 54] was located approximately 3m to the SE of Structure 21, but was set further to the NE on 
the same alignment. The building measured between 8m and 9m long by 3.8m wide internally, and 
the walls had been constructed using upright beach cobbles and slabs with a clay-bonded core 
(5484) up to 0.5m wide. The best preserved section of wall was in the NW sector of the structure, 
but elsewhere had suffered collapse and robbing of stone. The remains of a cobbled and paved 
vennel (5482) accessed the SE-facing entrance from the seaward (NE) side, a fact that supports the 
evidence to suggest that settlement infrastructure has been lost to coastal erosion. The standing 
section of the NW wall of Structure 22 had been re-used (5216) in Phases 5 and 6 as a part of a 
linear boundary wall (5302). Due to the limits of the excavations in relation to this structure, no 
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internal features were revealed and no samples were taken to investigate the possibility of 
environmental remains. 

 
7.5.9 Structure 23 [Block 55], which was only partially exposed adjacent to the trench limits in the SE 

corner of the site, was located 3.8m away from Structure 22 and most likely abutted the SE end of 
vennel (5535). The NW wall (5420) of the building and its two gable-end returns were visible in the 
excavation area – the NE gable displaying a slightly curved profile, as seen in Structure 21. The wall 
measured between 0.5m and 0.6m wide and survived up to 0.55m high, and at least two post pads 
were noted within the thickness of the wall to support structural timbers (most likely cruck blades). 
Slumped deposits of clay daub from the wall superstructure partially overlay the stone foundation 
wall. The ephemeral remains of a clay-bonded plot boundary wall (5119) were also exposed, running 
off the north corner of the building seaward, on a NNE-SSW alignment. 

 
 The only deposits [Block 56] sampled from the structure was shell midden (5030/5031/5035), which 

produced a small environmental assemblage. The charcoal included alder and rowan, while food 
remains and wild plant taxa comprised thirty-three cereal caryopses including bere barley (9%), 
hulled barley (6%), naked barley (6%), barley (30%), wheat (3%), oat (18%) and cereal (27%). There 
was evidence of fruit and vegetables in context (5030) in the form of one apple seed and two turnip 
seeds. The only other plant remains were two sedge fruits and one fat hen seed recovered from 
context (5031). 

 
7.6 Phase 4 – Late Medieval features and deposits – 17th century 
 
7.6.1 Towards the end of the 16th century and through the 17th century, settlement had contracted 

considerably, the remaining buildings lying closer to the focus of the old High Street to the WNW. 
With much of the area now turned over to garden plots and larger expanses of open ground, only 
two buildings appear to have remained in use on the NE side of a later vennel surface [5285]. The 
changes seen in the settlement infrastructure at this time may have been influenced by a number of 
factors including a major shift in the focus of the town to the NW – along what is now called Church 
Street; a decline in the economy of the burgh due to decreased fish stocks; and the taking of 
burgage lands by the then Laird of Cromarty, John Urquhart, which would eventually lead to the 
loss of the town’s burgh status in c.1670.  

 
 Although the loss of burgh status would have impacted severely on the town’s inhabitants, at least 

for some time afterwards, we know from documentary sources that prior to this the town had been 
functioning reasonably well. In 1578 a new Mercat cross was erected in the town reflecting a revival 
in its trade; while in 1593 a new charter was granted to Cromarty, clarifying the town’s rights, 
which may have been in response to Inverness’ unjustified claim to a monopoly of trade in the 
north. We also know that shortly after 1600, with additional acquisitions of church lands, the 
Urquharts exercised authority as hereditary sheriffs over most of what came to be known as the old 
shire of Cromarty. A building contract of 1620 also records the construction of a new Tolbooth 
adjacent to the old High Street (Causeway), although this most likely replaced an earlier building. 
The first half of the 17th century would also culminate in one of the bloodiest civil wars in the 
history of the British Isles, one which had some impact on the Urquharts and their lands; Thomas 
Urquhart, a supporter of the Loyalists cause, was knighted in Whitehall Gallery in 1641 by King 
Charles I. 

 
 Before, or during this phase of activity, most of the earlier medieval structures and their associated 

features had been backfilled and landscaped with midden deposits. These deposits included 
extensive layers of charcoal-rich ash including fish bone, which may have derived from industrial 
activities on the site associated with the fishing industry, and shell middens – most likely 
representing bait middens, also connected with fishing from the town. These landscaped areas 
provided deep, organic-rich soils on which to base garden plots, which became a prominent part of 
the infrastructure in this part of the town at this time. However, it appears that the two buildings 
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located on the NE side of vennel (5285) survived these troubled times, with one of the buildings in 
particular (Structure 24) displaying grander proportions compared to the earlier buildings. 

 
7.6.2 Stratigraphic relationships and small finds recovered from Structure 25 [Block 59], which comprised 

the continued use of Structure 21 from Phase 3, indicate that this building witnessed at least some 
small-scale use extending into the 17th century. It is possible that the structure served as an 
ancillary building such as a workshop, store or other form of outbuilding. Samples taken from the 
structure [Block 60] relating to this phase of activity produced a small charcoal assemblage 
including birch, hazel and pine, along with a very small assemblage of cereal caryopses comprising 
bere barley, hulled barley, barley, bread/club wheat, oat and cereal. There was also one black 
bindweed fruit, a fragment of burnt leaf and two poorly preserved seeds representing wild plant 
taxa. Artefacts recovered from the deposits included several ceramic redware sherds and at least 
one ceramic spindle whorl. The SE-facing entrance into the structure was still accessed by vennel 
(5275).   

 
7.6.3 Medieval Structure 19 was extensively modified during the 16th century, providing a new ground 

plan for Structure 24 [Block 57] in Phase 4. The SE wall of the old building was robbed away, the 
gable end walls were extended, and a new wall established on the SE side (5209). Measuring up to 
1m wide at the gable ends and 0.7m wide on the NW and SE sides, the new and modified walls had 
been built using sandstone blocks with a clay bonded core; that on the SE side incorporating a new 
and substantial door threshold (5309). This feature included a large lintel-type stone, roughly 
oblong in section, with mortice holes cut in each end on its surface – possibly to take door fittings. 
Stacks of smaller pinning stones flanked each side of the threshold stone, forming a slight alcove 
type feature with the door recessed into this. The substantial dimensions and construction of the 
walls suggests that the building may have supported more than a single ground floor, creating a 
structure at least two storeys high. The SE corner of the building had been robbed away during later 
developments on site, most likely prior to the construction of Structure 26 – the NW end of this later 
building occupying this area of the earlier structure. Structure 24 measured 7.8m long NE-SW by 
4.2m wide internally. The building was accessed from the vennel on the SW side, which by this 
stage had been modified with the laying down of new layers of paving slabs (5285) creating a 
walkway between the vennel and the SW gable of the building. This walkway continued up a paved 
vennel (5224) on the SE side of the building, providing access to the door threshold, and beyond to 
the backlands. A plot boundary wall comprising beach cobbles (5220) ran parallel to the SE wall of 
Structure 24, approximately 3m away, which suggest that the overall burgage plot measured some 
7m to 7.5m wide.  

 
 Internal features and deposits [Block 60] included a lower rotary quern/mill stone (5387), with 

small upright stones surrounding three sides, most likely forming a support/pad stone for a major 
structural post. However, at some stage in its history, the quern setting had been exposed to 
intense heat and may at one time functioned as a hearth. A distinct and roughly circular pad of 
hardened clay (5303) was recorded around 2m NE of the post-pad, the function of which remains 
unclear – although it may have formed a small working surface, activity area, or stance for some 
object/feature. Located around half way along the building, slightly to the NW of centre, was a 
large slab-built hearth (5307). Deposits within the structure included compacted gravel, ash and 
clay spreads, which most likely formed trampled floor horizons (5222/5336/5286/5295/5215) – some 
of which contained shellfish, fish bone and a little animal bone. The small charcoal assemblage 
included birch, hazel (with some roundwood present), alder, oak, holly and cherry. The hearth 
residues (5286) produced three bere barley grains, one barley and one turnip seed; ash deposit 
(5271) one bere barley, one oat, one sedge fruit, three fragments of moss and three poorly 
preserved seeds; slabbed surface (5307) one bere barley, one barley and one oat caryopsis; and the 
fill of pit (5462) one oat, one cereal and two remains of heather. Artefacts associated with the 
upper floor layers inside the building included fragments of Scottish Reduced Grey Wares, a clay-
pipe bowl with a distinctive stamp-mark, and a small iron cauldron - a coherent assemblage 
suggesting a late 17th century date. 
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 Thick spreads of daub containing small sandstone fragments (5525) covered areas of the northeast 

and southwest ends of the building and associated deposits, and most likely relate to collapsed clay-
bonded walls. Interestingly, deposit (5225), located in the southwest end of the structure formed a 
more extensive deposit of this material and may relate to the dismantling of the SE corner of the 
building prior to the construction of the foundation walls of Structure 26.   

 
 When Structure 24 was abandoned and partially dismantled prior to the construction of Structure 26 

in Phase 5, a large pit (5342) was excavated in the SW corner of the building, abutting the inside of 
the gable-end wall. The pit was divided almost in half using some large, dressed stones, probably 
from the wall of the structure, and included a fill (5257) rich in artefacts (including ceramics, slate, 
coal, iron, bronze and bone objects, and a single ceramic roof tile) and ecofacts, providing a 
glimpse of the daily life and economy of the people using the building towards the close of the 17th 
century.   

 
7.7 Phase 5 – Post Medieval features and deposits – 18th century 
 
7.7.1 Structural survivals from activities centred on Thief’s Row during the early part of the 18th century 

once again display major changes in the way that buildings were aligned to the road. As with earlier 
phases of settlement recorded in Phase 1 (see Section 7.3), buildings were aligned parallel to the 
road (WNW-ESE). This settlement layout would persist through Phase 6, up to the time of the 
abandonment and dismantling of the structures at the end of the 19th century. These changes were 
most likely influenced by major changes in land holdings, which were instigated during the 
transition between the 17th and 18th centuries. Sasines surviving from this period indicate the 
division and sale of land on the northeast side of Thief’s Row, resulting in the abandonment and 
dismantling of the Phase 3 buildings, and the conversion of the resulting land into garden plots. 
Transactions recorded between 1675 and 1711 indicate that lands passed from Andrew Junor 
(shoemaker) to his son John Junor. 

 
7.7.2 The foundations of a well-built clay-bonded wall (5277) aligned WNW-ESE was revealed (Structure 

26 – Block 61), overlying the earlier Structure 14 (Phase 3). Further evidence to suggest that wall 
(5277) continued to the WNW was the appearance of another section of wall (5268), which directly 
overlay the ESE wall of Structure 24 (Phase 4). Both fragments of wall shared similar construction 
techniques, comprising beach cobbles and some dressed stone bonded with clay, but had been 
truncated by later building activity. A single alignment of large rounded cobbles overlain by a 
possible entrance feature comprising a small stand of well-laid cobbles (5237) was identified in wall 
(5268) leading out of the building on the northeast side and forming an entrance facing the sea. A 
post-setting (5306) built using small upright stones with a slate or schist pad stone in its base, was 
located on the inside of wall (5268) and most likely formed a setting for a cruck-blade or upright 
timber post. Another fragment of wall was located 3.5m to the southwest of wall (5268) and 
consisted of large boulders and cobbles (5394). The wall ran parallel with Thief’s Row and also 
included  a second post-setting constructed from small upright stones (5287). Further fragments of 
wall relating to this structure were uncovered running parallel with Thief’s Row and at the ESE 
gable (5363/5357/5391), along with an area of crude cobbled surface forming a walkway between 
the house wall and the road. Other structural features relating to Structure 26 included two possible 
post-pits (5505)/(5886), one of which had a setting of slabs in the base, and a third probable post-
pad (5411), all of which may have held or supported cruck-blades forming the buildings 
superstructure. Setting (5411) abutted a shallow slot lined with small upright stones, maybe forming 
an alignment of stakeholes for a screen. 

 
7.7.3 One unusual pit (5885) on the inside of the structure contained a hardened lining along the east side 

of the pit. Other internal features and deposits within the building [Block 62] included hearth slab 
(5362), located inside the centre of the ESE gable wall, possible areas of paving and organic-rich 
occupation deposits. These produced some animal bone, shellfish, ceramics and glass, and a 
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charcoal assemblage comprising alder, birch, hazel, oak, ash, pine and cherry roundwood. The 
deposits also produced a small macroplant fossil assemblage including bere barley, barley, oat and 
one cereal caryopsis.  

 
7.7.4 The existence of Structure 27 [Block 63], the remains of which mainly fell within Trench 6 and 

directly below the foundations of Phase 6 Structure 28 (wall 5115), was only confirmed through the 
excavation of two small sondages. The foundations of this building also comprised clay-bonded 
beach cobbles and some dressed slabs of sandstone (5364), and one of the sondages revealed a 
possible door threshold in the ESE end of the NE wall, facing the sea. No internal deposits were 
sampled from within the building, but a shell midden on its NE side [Block 64] produced animal and 
fish bone and a limited amount of cereal grains including bere barley, barley, oat and indeterminate 
cereal, along with two turnip seeds.  

 
7.7.5 Both houses would have been substantial single-storey structures, of probable cruck-frame 

construction, with thatched roofs. Structure 26 measured at least 12m long by 3.6m wide, while 
Structure 27 measured approximately 12m long by 4.6m wide; both substantial structures and with 
overall dimensions that can be observed in many of the older buildings surviving in the town today. 
Walkways existed between the walls of the houses and the adjacent road, and their associated 
garden plots were marked by single rows of beach cobbles (5302), running in a NE direction towards 
the current shoreline. These features may have been enhanced by wooden fences. Although 
historical maps dating to the second half of the 18th century suggest structures may have existed on 
the SW side of Thief’s Row, or the ‘Common Way’ as referred to in some Sasines records, no such 
features were recovered in the excavation area. However, the contemporary road surface (5152) on 
the SW was flanked by wall foundations and drains (5001/5112/5274/5210) and revetting stone 
(5092). Ceramics, animal and fish bone, and shellfish were recovered from the deposits on this side 
of the road [Block 65]. 

 
7.7.6 The area to the SW of the road [Block 65], occupied by buildings up to Phase 3, now comprised 

garden plots and small areas of rig and furrow (5009/5010). The ephemeral remains of a possible 
boulder-lined garden path were revealed running parallel to the road and to the SW of the garden 
wall foundations. The midden deposits recorded on this side of the road included some animal bone 
and ceramics, while a shell midden (5008) comprising mussel shells most likely resulted from long-
line baiting. Iron fish hooks and fish bones were recovered from this deposit, which also included 
some possible medieval to late medieval redware ceramics, indicating some mixing from the 
preparation and maintenance of garden plots. Charcoal recovered from these contexts included 
birch and alder, including some roundwood, while the small charred macroplant assemblage 
included bere barley, naked barley, hulled barley, barley, oat and wheat. There was also a single 
seed of corn spurrey. It is possible that some of these macrofossils may derive from earlier phases of 
activity, having become mixed with the Phase 5 deposits through intensive gardening activity in this 
area of the site. 

 
7.7.7 Excavations within the Walled Garden revealed buildings and activities relating to Phase 5, most of 

which were likely associated with the malting house located in the west end of the Orchard at this 
time. The much-reduced remains of a building aligned E-W and parallel to the road (East Street) 
were recorded. Surviving elements included the partially robbed south wall (006), which comprised 
a clay-bonded wall using beach cobbles and sandstone blocks. The gable end walls and the north 
wall were not revealed within the limits of the excavation area, the latter most likely located 
below, or to the north, of the current garden wall (010). The surviving wall fragment measured 
between 0.75 and 0.8m wide and stood up to 0.3m high at the west end. Within the west end of the 
structure, a well-laid cobbled floor (004) was revealed and this ran up to and abutted the south 
wall. The base of a narrow burnt timber partition (012) was recorded running off the south wall of 
the building at ninety degrees, measuring approximately 60mm wide and extending out into the 
building for 2.2m. Other structural elements inside the building included two post-pits (014/017), 
which may have supported structural timbers. The cobbled floor clearly respected pit (014) and 
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contained a rim of mortar around the top of the feature, suggesting that it had a structural 
function. The location of this building, fronting onto East Street, agrees with historical mapping 
from 1764 and most likely comprised the malting house form the brewery. 

 
 At the east end of the building an area of clay floor (064) survived, but this area of the structure 

had been heavily disturbed by later activity. Another area of cobbling (067) and associated 
stonework (066) was also uncovered in this area, predating the garden wall at a level that indicates 
they were contemporary with the building. A significant find was made within the fill of the cut for 
the garden wall foundation in this area. Fragments of a large ceramic vessel, interpreted as an 
oven, were recovered and might have been associated with activity in the building. A further 
feature of interest located within the area defined by the building comprised a hardened clay bowl 
(020) overlying an earlier bowl-shaped pit (049). A section through the feature revealed a charcoal-
rich basal fill (048). The clay bowl appeared to be contemporary with the internal floor of the 
building, and possibly had an industrial purpose. Three poorly preserved cereal caryopses were 
recovered from this pit and were identified as lax eared barely, cereal and a chaff node. The 
deposit also included a small quantity of charcoal, identified as birch.    

 
7.8 Phase 6 – Post Medieval features and deposits – 19th century 
 
7.8.1 The major surviving feature uncovered relating to the final phase of activity in the Reeds Park field 

site was the road (Thief’s Row), represented by a shingle and gravel surface, partially overlain by 
areas of compacted material resulting from the demolition of the buildings and their associated 
infrastructure [Blocks 71 and 72]. This material also included areas of burning, where fires had 
been used to dispose of any unwanted waste. Generally, these deposits contained a good cross-
section of material representing the life of the people living in these buildings including ceramics, 
glass, nails and fastenings, buttons, coins, animal bone, shellfish, and other materials. 

 
7.8.2 Mixed deposits of clay daub, stone and mortar fragments, and a spread of pottery, glass and iron 

objects, represented the upper surviving layers of material relating to the robbed out remains of 
the 19th century houses shown on the 1871 Ordnance Survey map sheet. This material had been 
disturbed and spread through ploughing activity in the field on a roughly NNE-SSW alignment, but it 
did not penetrate deeper than the road and house foundation level. The outline of the central 
house (5110) (Structure 29-Block 68) was revealed in full, including the timber remains of a 
potential partition wall. The house measured around 10 metres long NW-SE by 4.2 metres wide 
internally. The footprint of the eastern house (5115) (Structure 28-Block 66) of the three shown on 
the 1871 map was also revealed, including the outlines of possible partitions within the building. 
The remains of this structure were also aligned parallel to the road, measured 11 metres long NW-
SE by 4.5 metres wide internally and what appeared to be the robbed out remains of a ‘U’-shaped 
clay wall base (5227) running off the east corner of the house, forming a possible small out-
building.. The very ephemeral and disturbed foundations representing the east gable of the western 
house (5106) (Structure 30-Block 70) of the three was also revealed, the remains of the structure 
running under the west baulk of the trench. Structures 28 and 29 had been built overlying the 
footprints of the earlier Phase 5 buildings (Structures 27 and 26 respectively). 

 
7.8.3 Alignments of boulders and smaller stones were also recorded, aligned NE-SW, running off the NE 

side of the houses towards the sea. In the eastern side of the excavation area (Trench 2), one 
alignment (5216) was found running off the north corner of Structure 28 (5115). However, the wall 
was not continuous and the construction of it changed over the visible length. Section (5302) 
comprised a single course of boulders/stones and after a short gap the wall changed to a double-
faced, clay-bonded wall with pinning stones. A further gap was noted in the northeast end of the 
alignment, from which a single alignment of boulders/stones continued. Another section of wall 
with clay bonding (5206) was located 7m to the northwest of (5302), with the third wall (5210) 
located 7m to the northwest of (5206). These boundary walls represent property divisions of roughly 
equal dimensions, some of which mirror the earlier burgage plots set out on the northeast side of 
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Thief’s Row during the Late Medieval period – some of which are also shown on the 1871 Ordnance 
Survey map sheet.  

 
7.8.4 Removal of the compact clay daub deposit (5109) resulting from the destruction of the central 

house (Structure 29) revealed the outlines of the robbed-out walls of the structure. The hard, 
compact clay deposits included mortar and stone fragments, while within the interior of the 
building a significant depth of material (5234) had formed including intermixed clay and soil 
deposits holding wood beam fragments, industrial period ceramics and glass, and iron objects (Block 
69). These deposits and associated materials were interpreted as relating to floor horizons 
associated with the building. Two small investigation trenches taken through the wall lines of the 
eastern house (Structure 28) also cut through compacted clay daub deposits (5114), with a compact 
horizon at the base (5349) possibly comprising the internal floor of the building. Industrial period 
ceramics, glass, and iron objects were also recovered from the associated contexts [Block 67]. 
Butchered animal bone and some shellfish were also recovered from the deposits associated with 
these two buildings. 

 
7.8.5 It is clear from the excavations that the structures and other features relating to the final phases of 

settlement on Thief’s Row were dismantled and disposed of in a very efficient way, leaving behind 
only faint traces of the outlines of the buildings and spreads of material relating to their destruction 
and the people who had lived within them. Plough soil had accumulated above the settlement 
remains and although ploughing had most likely had a negative impact through time, the hard 
surface of the road had limited the depth of its impact on the underlying archaeology.    

 
7.8.6 Although the original orchard and garden were constructed on the west side of the old High Street 

during the middle of the 17th century, the walled garden really reached its maximum extent and 
most elaborate form between the last quarter of the 18th century and middle of the 19th century. 
During excavations in 2015, evidence for one of the stone-lined garden paths was revealed (008) in 
the area of excavation, while the basal courses and foundations of the garden wall was recorded. 
This impressive feature encloses the west, south and east sides of the garden, and stands to over 
3.5m high. The main body of the wall (009) was constructed of sandstone slabs and large cobbles 
with small pinning stones and lime mortar bonding with a lining of hand-made bricks on the inside. 
The foundation course for the wall (010) comprises large cobbles and sandstone clasts with smaller 
pinning stones. The upper structure of the wall (009) may comprise a second phase of rebuild, as 
the foundation courses were noted continuing across the present entrance into the walled garden. 
This indicates that the entrance was either inserted into wall (009) at a later date or that at least 
part of the wall was rebuilt on an earlier wall foundation (010). The garden walls are part of a 
category A Listed Building (No.23570).  
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Illus 4: Phase 1-2 buildings in Trench 1/2 
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Illus 5: Phase 1 buildings in Trench 3/4/5 
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Illus 6: Phase 2 buildings in Trench 3/4/5 
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Illus 7: Phase 2-3 buildings in Trench 1 / 2 
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Illus 8: Phase 4 buildings in Trench 1/2 
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Illus 9: Phase 5 buildings in Trench 1/2 
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Illus 10: Phase 6 buildings in Trench 1 / 2; illustration of buildings per the 1871 map 
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Illus 12: Stratigraphy matrix of Trench 1 contexts 
 
 
                       

 
 

Illus 13: Stratigraphy matrix of Trench 2 contexts 
 

Illus 14: Stratigraphy matrix of contexts between Trench 1 - 2 
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8 Discussion 
 
8.1 The excavations carried out during the 2015-16 fieldwork seasons, combined with the earlier results 

from fieldwork conducted in 2013 and 2014, have significantly increased the understanding of 
settlement within the burgh of Cromarty between the medieval and post-medieval periods. The 
fieldwork results, focusing on the Reeds Park field in the east end of Cromarty, provide a unique 
overview of settlement along a former vennel and road in the heart of the old burgh, often referred 
to as the Common Way or King’s Highway in documents prior to the 18th century; but named Thief’s 
Row in a 1744 Householders List. Documentary research and the examination of historical mapping 
carried out so far in relation to this area of Cromarty suggests that during the transition between 
the late-medieval and post-medieval periods the road formed a major access route into the burgh, 
called the Carriesgait (as depicted on 17th century documents); and, it is likely that this route was 
used during the earliest phases of settlement in the medieval period. The route, tentatively shown 
on Aitken’s Estate map of 1764, would have been replaced as the main entry point to the town by 
the Paye, which entered the burgh on Church Street. The adoption of a new access route into the 
town would have coincided with the major shift in the focus of settlement at this time, centred to 
the west of the Crook Burn. In addition to these results, excavations in the walled garden of 
Cromarty, located to the west of the old High Street, has provided evidence for more industrious 
activities including the processing of grain, prior to its use in brewing and milling. 

8.2 Combining the results from four seasons of fieldwork in the Reeds Park field, and within the walled 
garden, a detailed story and history of settlement in the east part of the town between the 13th and 
19th centuries has been established. And, although some elements of post-excavation analysis are 
on-going, there are already some intriguing fragments of evidence arising from the excavations, 
indicating the potential function of some of the identified buildings and the wider implications 
relating to economy and trade. The analysis of the significant animal bone assemblage from the 
excavations (Aadli, 2016) suggests that as a small burgh Cromarty may have had a more rural 
economic focus than larger burghs, which makes the evidence of animal management and 
butchering very significant. The faunal collection from Cromarty represents mixed human waste 
resulting from household, commercial and industrial activities. The economy was in large part 
supported by cattle, and to a lesser extent by sheep and goat. It appears that the most prominent 
export product associated with animals was cattle hides. The sheer number of caprine bones and 
the mature slaughtering age for caprine suggests that wool was the second most prominent animal 
raw material that was exported.  

8.3 Other industries associated with wool and hides certainly would have operated in Cromarty. The 
historic records from the 18th century for example, illustrate that weavers and shoemakers 
inhabited the houses on Thief´s Row and Castle Street, respectively. Without any historic written 
sources, unfortunately, it is impossible to say how significant these industries were in the export 
economy. It is possible that in small towns like Cromarty the production of such commodities would 
have only served the local needs. After all, it has been suggested that Scotland focused on the 
export of animal raw materials and not the final products (Guy 1986, 64; Yeoman 1995, 69; Stones 
1987, 11). It has been rightfully proposed that the meat that was consumed in towns was dictated 
to a certain degree by agricultural practices (McCormick 1997; Smith et al. 2001). Having suggested 
that Cromarty relied on cattle hide and sheep wool export, beef and mutton must have been most 
readily available to the townspeople. Pork, venison and bird flesh probably formed a smaller 
proportion in the diet. The importance of marine food sources in a coastal burgh like Cromarty 
should, however, not be underestimated. 

8.4 One of the most interesting findings was the abundance of horse remains. Although the butchery 
data does not indicate that horse flesh was consumed in Cromarty, it should not be completely 
excluded as a possible explanation for the abundance of these bones. Based on the data, horses 
were more likely used either for traction, transport or war animals. If it is assumed horses were 
mainly transport beasts, this would be evidence for a substantial local land trade in the sea-side 
burgh of Cromarty. What can be gathered from the information presented so far is that Cromarty 
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may have been a smaller burgh than some others, but it certainly participated in the wider 
European trading system. Its principal animal-derived export agents were hides and wool. 
Subsequently, cattle and caprines, especially sheep, were important livestock in both their 
exportable raw materials and meat. Horse certainly is very visible in the Cromarty assemblage 
suggesting this noble animal may have been more significant in the daily life of Cromarty than in 
any other burgh reported so far. The economic role of animals in the burgh of Cromarty is 
undeniably important and they were not only the source of raw materials and meat, but also 
working animals, and possibly even war beasts. 

8.5 Analysis of the fish bone assemblage has also provided evidence of targeted sea fishing, which is not 
surprising at this site as historically the waters of the Cromarty Firth and Moray Firth are known to 
have been excellent fishing grounds. Fish remains at the site offer direct evidence of processing and 
consumption, rather than reliably representing the actual fish stocks exploited at any given time. 
The close and mixed quarters of medieval burghs tends to compound the complexity of deposits. At 
this point it is often difficult to tell therefore whether fishing at Cromarty became less specialized 
through time or the decreasing representation of cod is also a reflection of changes in the marine 
fauna near the site. Analysing fish remains from archaeological sites in England, Barrett et al. 
(2004), documented increasing exploitation of cod (and herring) during the Middle Ages. Studying 
assemblages from the late first millennium they suggested that the emergence of cod fishing in 
England had already begun by the end of the 10th century. Importantly, these dates mark not the 
earliest time of targeted exploitation but periods when cod became significantly exploited and 
traded. The 13th to 14th century medieval material from Cromarty falls comfortably within this 
time interval. It may also be added that by the 14th century, the fishing industry along the east 
coast of England was a complex enterprise, developing a capitalistic nature (Childs 2000: 23). The 
final analysis of the extensive fish bone assemblage from Cromarty is currently underway and only 
when this is completed, will we have a more detailed picture of whether these remains relate to 
the exploitation of fish for export, more basic household consumption in the burgh, or a more 
complex mixture of both of these interpretations (Bartosiewicz, 2015). 

8.6 The macroplant and charcoal assemblage recovered from Cromarty is representative of the 
deliberate disposal of domestic food waste and fuel along with the destruction of stored grain, 
structural elements and at least one artefact (Robertson, 2016). The population living at Cromarty 
had access to a wide range of resources and the economic importance of certain species did not 
vary throughout the medieval to the late medieval period. Bere barley and oats were the most 
exploited species at Cromarty throughout its history. This was dictated by environmental factors 
which tended to favour the successful cultivation and growth of these species within the landscape 
surrounding this town. The decreasing number of cereal caryopses recovered from the late medieval 
to the post medieval phase is probably due to the population beginning to favour flour rather than 
preparing grains within their own households. Life in medieval and late medieval Cromarty appears 
to have been relatively constant in terms of the species exploited for food, fuel and construction, 
and mirrors finds from other sites in Scotland. However, having access to a rich farming hinterland, 
Cromarty would have been in a favourable position to exploit the local crops and produce. Indeed, 
the construction of a new and large grain girnal adjacent to the harbour in the 17th century strongly 
suggests that grain was exported from the burgh. The brewing of beer would also have been an 
important process in the town; during the earlier periods of the burghs history to sustain the local 
inhabitants. However, with the development of a brewery through the 18th century suggests 
production on a larger scale and for consumption beyond the confines of the town.  

8.7 The trade of the Royal Burgh of Cromarty throughout the medieval period, including the export of 
commodities such as cattle hides, wool and fish must have been significant, considering the 
relatively small size of the town. The extent of this trade is reflected to some extent in the types of 
ceramics recovered during the excavations on site. In particular, the earlier deposits relating to the 
13th century produced increased quantities of ceramics from England (Scarborough and Yorkshire 
Wares) and the Low Countries of Europe. However, unlike many of the other east coast Scottish 
burghs of this period, the Cromarty medieval ceramics assemblage is dominated from an early stage 
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by a locally produced redware. Generally, the assemblage would seem to be of a 13th / 14th 
century date with only a very few potential residual sherds of a late 12th century date. And, 
although examples of jars and cooking pots have been identified in the Redware assemblage, jugs 
still dominate, with no examples of dripping pans or other vessel forms which we would generally 
associate with the socio-economics of a higher status settlement. Given the quality of the buildings 
uncovered on the site from these early periods, the ceramics specialists suggest the apparent 
functional quasi-industrial nature of the assemblage (Hall & Haggarty, forthcoming). 

8.8 As mentioned elsewhere in this publication, the majority of the small finds assemblage is currently 
undergoing specialist analysis. However, the large and unanticipated assemblage of stones tools 
recovered from the site is in the final stages of assessment and has produced some interesting 
results. Generally, the excavation of historic settlement sites produces a limited range of stone 
artefacts including whetstones and spindle whorls. At Cromarty a wide range of object types are 
present but dominated by one form, the stone disc. These discs are quickly made by selecting whole 
or split cobbles and then flaking them coarsely around the perimeter to form a roughly circular 
outline. The use of these discs has still to be determined. At the moment the specialist 
interpretation would suggest they were used as stoppers for vessels such as pottery jars or possibly 
basketry containers. The shape suggests a need to fill a circular gap but the irregular outline 
suggests that a proper seal wasn’t needed or else that (more likely) the stopper was used in 
conjunction with a soft material such as cloth or straw to form a more secure closure. The domed 
pieces have a shape suggestive of a plug indicating the need for a heavier stopper. The size range of 
the discs is wide which would suggest that a range of vessel shapes or sizes were used but the 
concentrations of discs with dimensions around 65mm and 80mm may demonstrate their common 
use with vessels (or at least apertures) of a particular size. This theory awaits confirmation from the 
results of the detailed pottery analysis. Alternative explanations of the function of these discs 
relate to their use as net or line weights. 

8.9 Other stone tools suggest a wide range of activities were carried out using stone artefacts including 
crushing, grinding, tool maintenance and spinning (spindle whorls). The large numbers of rotary 
querns (46 objects including complete and fragmentary querns) are particularly interesting both in 
terms of how and where they were used, as well as how they were redeposited and used in later 
buildings. A review of finds from other excavated sites of the period, from the Baltic, 
Flanders/France, as well as Scotland and the UK will place Cromarty in a wider context and show 
how important this site is with regard to the use of stone in the medieval period. The final close 
analysis of the phasing and context of the rotary querns, especially the complete examples, will 
also form an important contribution to the understanding of how social space was created (Clarke, 
forthcoming).       

8.10 The evidence for settlement focused on Thief’s Row suggests some continuity, although one of the 
most intriguing aspects of the site was the changing layout of the buildings through time. There 
appear to have been up to four major re-planning episodes in this part of the old burgh, relating to 
the buildings located on the northeast side of the road. Evidence for the layout of the timber and 
turf buildings for the earliest settlement in Phase 1 indicates that they were generally aligned 
parallel to the road, on a northwest-southeast alignment. This changed to a southwest-northeast 
alignment during Phase 2, with buildings lying gable-end to the road access and comprising post-set 
structures with wattle and daub screen walls. The overall layout of the settlement through Phases 1 
and 2 (especially to the north of the access road) including the absence of well-defined boundary 
plots, would suggest a ‘nucleated’ arrangement. This phase was terminated by a catastrophic 
burning event recorded across the site after which the new and modified buildings, comprising 
stone footings and possible cruck-framed construction, retained the southwest/northeast axis 
through Phase 3. Although the range of settlement evidence was diminished for Phase 4, the two 
structures still in use retained this alignment. A major change then came-about in Phase 5, with the 
two identified buildings re-aligned with Thief’s Row to the southeast-northwest; a layout that was 
followed through Phase 6 up to the abandonment phase during the latter stages of the 19th century. 
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8.11 Although only a small part of the settlement was excavated, the evidence here is strong enough for 
two important points to be made. First, the frontage of the buildings respected the common or 
public way and, second, that the changes in the axis of the buildings between these periods of 
settlement most likely resulted from specific acts of planning. There was clearly a recognized 
delineation of public and private space, which was maintained throughout all periods of occupation.  

8.12 The settlement infrastructure identified through excavation on the southwest side of the access 
road did not reflect the continuity observed on the opposite side (discussed above), with the area 
turned over to garden plots during the Late Medieval period (Phase 3). The layout of the buildings 
here maintained a WNW-ESE alignment, parallel to the cobbled access vennels. It is worth noting 
here, that the foundations of a medieval building identified in the trial trench in the allotments, to 
the west of the main excavation area, also displayed a WNW-ESE alignment. Finally, the 
archaeological evaluation carried out in the Cromarty Walled Garden, also recovered a number of 
medieval features (including a boundary wall and the grain-drying kiln), which also shared a 
northeast-southwest alignment. It therefore appears that the underlying medieval ground plan was 
laid out on a grid system that shared general northeast-southwest – northwest-southeast alignments. 
This layout makes a lot of sense when viewed against historical mapping focused on this area. A 
number of natural features including the steep slopes to the south and southwest forming the 
Chapel and Castle Brae’s, the Chapel Burn to the east and the Crook Burn to the west, and the sea 
to the northeast, would all have constrained this settlement layout. Also of potential interest, is the 
fact that the burgage plots and houses located between the Crook Burn and the Paye (access road) 
also share a similar alignment. To the west of the Paye the plot and building alignments become 
less organised, especially around the area known as Fishertown. Is it possible that the underlying 
medieval to late medieval settlement plan extended as far as the Paye, suggesting that the town 
had spread relatively early to the WNW. This area, just to the northwest of the Crook Burn, also 
included the East Church, for which we still have no foundation date, although it is certainly pre-
reformation.  

8.13 At odds with the general medieval to late medieval settlement plan is what came afterwards, 
during the 17th century, and focused on the old High Street (Causeway). The layout of the High 
Street and adjoining East Street (Millers Road), at right angles to each other, displays a completely 
different alignment to the underlying settlement and Thief’s Row; with the High Street aligned 
almost North/South and East Street aligned East/West. It is possible that the later settlement 
infrastructure focused on the High Street was a result of the major upheavals in the town brought 
about when Sir John Urquhart became Laird of Cromarty in 1667, after the death of Alexander 
Urquhart. Sir John was responsible for the construction of the orchard to the west of the High Street 
and also seized the burgh’s common pasture along the adjoining Crook Burn, known as the 
Castleden. This was the site of the burgh fairs, and it is this, along with the creation of the orchard, 
that probably closed off one of the town’s streets which had run from the East Church along the 
base of the Castle Brae, below the castle. 

8.14 In 1669, Alexander Clunes was one of the leading burgesses in Cromarty and during the seventeenth 
century, other than the laird, the Clunes were the family with the greatest stake in the town’s 
economy. Clunes, along with other burgesses including Thomas Lindsay, Thomas Clunes and 
Alexander Urquhart, protested at the taking of the burgh lands. However, their protests were to no 
avail and in 1670 the transfer of the whole property of the burgh to John Urquhart was completed, 
on the grounds that the burgh’s poverty prevented it from meeting its obligations. The town lost not 
only its common land and other property but, subsequently, its status as a royal burgh in 1684. From 
this date, all those who had held land in feudal tenure from the burgh claimed – correctly as it 
turned out – to hold their own right directly from the Crown. As late as 1744, individuals with 
properties located on the High Street and Thief’s Row took this matter further and argued that as a 
result they were ‘the King’s Barons’. Alexander Hood, a weaver living on the northeast side of 
Thief’s Row was one such person. Hood produced two charters to support his claim- the first from 
the 16th century, was grant by Thomas Oustie, indweller in Cromarty, of a ‘tenement and yard’; the 
second, dated 1653, was for three roods of land consisting of a tenement and yard.  
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8.15 Although John Urquhart may have been responsible for some major restructuring of the settlement 
focused on the High Street during the 17th century, it is probable that natural disasters and other 
major historical actions contributed significantly to changes relating to the earlier settlement 
infrastructure in Cromarty, and with regards to its fluctuating economy. The 13th - 14th centuries in 
particular witnessed several devastating events including the Scottish Wars of Independence 
(c.1290-1320) and the Great Plague of 1349-50, which raged for many years afterwards and resulted 
in the loss of up to a third of the population (although we have no accurate figures for Cromarty). 
There would be further outbreaks of the plague during the 15th, and especially the 16th centuries in 
Scotland, which had some major impacts on trade. The plague significantly altered the buying and 
selling of goods and as a result of the Great Plague of 1665, the Council of Scotland voted to ban all 
trade with England, resulting in a widespread loss of jobs and the closing of public marketplaces.  

 
 8.16 A rapidly changing climate must also have had a marked effect on settlement patterns and the 

burgh’s economy, including fluctuations in temperature and increased storminess – especially during 
the medieval and late medieval periods. Following the Medieval Warm Period of the 11th - 12th 
centuries, conditions generally became cooler and more unsettled. The resulting harsher winters 
resulted in poor harvests and food shortages, and rapidly inflating prices were a fact of life for as 
much as a century before the plague. Wheat, oats, hay and consequently livestock, were all in short 
supply and their scarcity resulted in malnutrition. In the autumn of 1314, heavy rains began to fall, 
which were the start of several years of cold and wet winters. The already weak harvests of the 
north suffered and the seven-year famine ensued. In the years 1315 to 1317 a catastrophic famine, 
known as the Great Famine, struck much of North West Europe. It was arguably the worst in 
European history, perhaps reducing the population by more than 10%. The period between 1500 and 
1800 however, was one of climatic severity in Europe. This included a dramatic drop in mean 
temperature during the 16th - 17th centuries, with Scottish winters averaging around 2 degrees 
Celsius cooler than today’s averages. The weather was particularly severe between 1690 and 1700, 
when harvests failed in seven of these years, causing widespread famine. In parishes all over the 
country, between one- and two-thirds of the people died; a greater disaster in many areas than the 
Black Death. Some whole villages were depopulated and up to 20% of the population of Scotland was 
reduced to begging. These cold conditions continued into the 1700’s and included extreme 
storminess, which would have had a significant impact on off-shore fishing. The cooler sea 
temperatures also drove cod stocks to the south, resulting in decreased catches for Scottish 
fishermen, but an increased catch for English ports.  

 
8.17 Hugh Miller writing in his book Scenes and Legends of the North of Scotland (1872), also mentions 

the hardships that struck Cromarty between 1694 and 1701: ‘the land seemed as if struck with 
barrenness, and such was the change on the climate, that the seasons of summer and winter were 
cold and gloomy in nearly the same degree. The wonted heat of the sun was withholden, the very 
cattle became stunted and meagre, the moors and thickets were nearly divested of their feathered 
inhabitants, and scarcely a fly or any other insect was to be seen even in the beginning of autumn. 
November and December, and in some places January and February became the months of harvest; 
and labouring people contracted diseases which terminated in death, when employed in cutting 
down the corn among ice and snow… Of the scanty produce of the fields, much was left to rot on 
the ground, and much of what was carried home proved unfit for the sustenance of either man or 
beast. In the meantime the country began to groan under famine, and the pestilence which 
accompanied this terrible situation broke out in November 1694, when many of the people were 
seized by ‘strange fevers, and sore fluxes of a most infectious nature," which defied the utmost 
power of medicine’. In the nearby parish of Resolis, whole villages were depopulated, and ‘so 
violent were the effects of the disease, that people, who in the evening were in apparent health, 
would be found lying dead in their houses next morning’. 

 
8.18 During this period, referred to as the Little Ice Age, there was a high frequency of storms. At least 

four sea floods of the Dutch and German coasts in the thirteenth century were reported to have 
caused the loss of around 100,000 lives. Sea level was likely increased by the long-term ice melt 
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during the Medieval Warm Period which compounded the flooding. Storms that caused greater than 
100,000 deaths were also reported in 1421, 1446, and 1570. Due to severe erosion of coastline and 
high winds, great sand storms developed which destroyed farmlands and reshaped coastal land 
regions. The low-lying nature of the settlement in the old burgh of Cromarty would have been 
particularly vulnerable to these periods of increased storminess, especially the combinations of 
storm surges and high tides. Indeed, it was such an event which exposed the archaeological remains 
in the reed’s Park field in 2012, and which initiated this project. The discovery of walls relating to 
buildings in the exposed sections provided some early evidence to suggest that the settlement had 
been subjected to coastal erosion – a fact that was followed by additional evidence from the 
subsequent excavations, including the uncovering of cobbled vennels that ran out towards the 
present shoreline and the discovery of medieval ceramics below the present high water mark.  

 
8.19 In his book, Scenes and Legends, Hugh Miller describes the impact the sea has had on the old burgh: 

‘It is a well-established fact, too, that for at least the last three hundred years the sea, instead of 
receding, has been gradually encroaching on the shores of the Bay of Cromarty; and that the place 
formerly occupied by the old burgh, is now covered every tide by nearly two fathoms of water’. He 
goes on to say that the ‘last vestige of this ancient town disappeared about eighteen years ago’. 
Talking of Elspat Hood, a native of Cromarty, who died in the year 1701, Miller goes on to say that 
she attained the extraordinary age of 120 years, and that in her recollection, which embraced the 
latter part of the sixteenth century, ‘the Clach Malacha, a large stone covered with seaweed, 
whose base only partially dries during the ebb of Spring and Lammas tides, and which lies a full 
quarter of a mile from the shore, was surrounded by corn fields and clumps of wood. And it is a not 
less curious circumstance than any of these, that about ninety years ago, after a violent night 
storm from the north-east, the beach below the town was found in the morning strewed over with 
human bones, which, with several blocks of hewn stone, had been washed by the surf out of what 
had been formerly a burying-place’. Miller suggests that a second town of Cromarty was built on the 
fields behind where the earlier settlement had already succumbed to the sea… ‘As house after 
house in the old town of Cromarty was yielding its place to the sea, the inhabitants were engaged 
in building new dwellings for themselves in the fields behind. A second town was thus formed, the 
greater part of which has since also disappeared, though under the influence of causes less violent 
than those which annihilated the first’. 

 
8.20 It seems highly likely that these devastating events, which are corroborated to some extent by Hugh 

Miller’s memoirs, had a marked impact on the settlement infrastructure and economy of Cromarty. 
The loss of potentially significant amounts of land and buildings to coastal erosion would have 
resulted in modifications to the layout of the town. Communal acts of re-planning are not easily 
achieved in an urban environment, where the burgage plots are freely held, or in a settlement 
where the tenants are freeholders with the right of alienation of their land. However, a 
catastrophic event such as the loss of land to coastal erosion would have provided a suitable 
occasion for a reorganization to be effected.    

 
8.21 Without further excavation within the heart of the old burgh, particularly in the area focused on the 

High Street (Causeway), it is proving difficult to interpret the varied evidence for settlement within 
the main excavation area to the northeast and southwest of Thief’s Row. Were the type of 
settlement and structures represented in this area any different to those seen along Thief’s Row? 
And, how does the alignment of buildings constructed along the High Street compare? Trial trench 
excavations adjacent to the High Street would be sufficient to answer these important research 
questions, especially with regards to any changing alignments in structures and their associated 
infrastructure between Phases 2 and 4 (14th – 17th centuries). This would confirm if there was indeed 
an earlier settlement laid out on a NW-SE/SW-NE alignment, which was subsequently overlain by a 
later settlement plan arranged on an N-S/E-W grid system; potentially during the 16th - 17th 
centuries. There are some indications from the excavations on site that such a change in the overall 
settlement plan was potentially carried out at this time, including the abandonment of the buildings 
on the southwest side of Thief’s Row and the contraction of the settlement on the northeast side of 
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the road towards the High Street, during the end of the 16th century and through the 17th century. 
These changes may have revolved around the events leading up to the loss of the burgh’s Royal 
status, but which may also have been influenced by the other major factors discussed above. 

 
8.22 Whatever the case may be here, Thief’s Row continued to function as a major thoroughfare in the 

town of Cromarty through this period, after which there appears to have been a recovery of the 
town’s economy during the later stages of the 17th century and into the middle of the 18th century. 
In 1690 a large meal girnal was built adjacent to the harbour at the end of the Ness of Cromarty and 
new houses built along the old High Street, including at least one merchant’s house on the west side 
of the street. Laing, the owner of this house (which still stands and is known as the Manse), was one 
of at least ten prominent merchants in Cromarty during the early 18th century, many of whom 
appeared to trade in salt fish. It has proved more difficult to provide any detailed settlement plan 
for Thief’s Row during the closing stages of the 17th century, but the Householders List of 1744 
indicates that at least eleven properties were arranged along the road, while David Aitken’s estate 
map of 1763 shows a total of eight buildings bordering this thoroughfare. These documents provide 
no indication to the types of buildings that existed along the road at this time, although the 
excavations identified two buildings relating to this phase (Phase 5) of occupation.  

 
8.23 If we turn again to Hugh Millers writings regarding the town (1872), he provides some details 

regarding the old buildings of the burgh before they were demolished, especially those along the 
High Street. He wrote, 

 ‘About the beginning of the last century, the Old Causeway presented an aspect which, 
though a little less rural than at present, was still more picturesque. An irregular line of 
houses thrust forward their gables on either side, like two parties of ill-trained cavalry 
drawn up for the charge;—some jutted forward, others slunk backward, some slanted 
sideways, as if meditating a retreat, others, as if more decided, seemed in the act of turning 
round. They varied in size and character, from the little sod-covered cottage, with round 
moor stones sticking out of its mud walls, like skulls in the famous pyramid of Malta, to the 
tall narrow house of three storeys, with its court and gateway. Between every two buildings 
there intervened a deep narrow close, bounded by the back of one tenement and the front of 
another, and terminating in a little oblong garden, fringed with a deep border of nettles, 
and bearing in the centre plots of cabbage and parsnips;—the latter being a root much used 
before the introduction of the potato. 
 
 A low door, somewhat under five feet, and a few stone steps which descended from the 
level of the soil to that of the floor (for the latter was invariably sunk from one to three 
feet beneath the former), gave access to each of the meaner class of buildings. One little 
window, with the sill scarcely raised above the pavement, fronted the street, another, still 
smaller and equally low, opened to the close: they admitted through their unbevelled 
apertures and diminutive panes of brownish-yellow, a sort of umbery twilight, which even 
the level sumbeams, as they fell at eve or morn in long rules athwart the motty atmosphere 
within, scarce served to dissipate. An immense chimney, designed for the drying of fish, 
which formed the staple food of the poorer inhabitants, stretched from the edge of the 
window in the gable to near the opposite wall; and on the huge black lintel were inscribed, 
in rude characters, the name of the builder of the tenement, and that of his wife, with the 
date of the erection. The walls, naked and uneven, were hollowed in several places into 
little square recesses, termed bowels or boles; and at a height of not more than six feet 
above floor, which was formed of clay and stone, and marvellously uneven, were the bare 
rafters varnished over with smoke. 
 
 The larger houses were built in a style equally characteristic of the age and country. A 
taste for ornamental masonry was considerably more prevalent in our Scottish villages about 
the beginning of the seventeenth century than at present. Palladio began to be studied 
about that period by a few architects of the southern parts of the kingdom; and some of our 
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provincial builders had picked up from them an imperfect acquaintance with the old classical 
style of architecture: but as they could avail themselves of only a few of its forms, and knew 
nothing of its proportions, they became, all unwittingly, the founders of a kind of school of 
their own. And some of the houses of the old town were no bad specimens of this half 
Grecian half Gothic school. The high narrow gables, jagged like the teeth of a saw, the 
diminutive, heavily-framed windows, and chamfered rybats, remained unaltered; but there 
were stuck round the low doors, which still retained their Gothic proportions, imitations of 
Palladio's simpler door-pieces; and huge Grecian cornices, more than sufficiently massy for 
halls twenty feet in height, with circular pateras designed in the same taste, and roughened 
with vile imitations of the vine and laurel, adorned the better rooms within. The closes 
leading to buildings of this superior class were lintelled at the entrance and over each lintel 
there was fixed a tablet of stone, bearing the arms and name of the proprietor’. 

 
 Speaking of the old High Street, Miller goes on to say:  

‘Directly in the middle of the street stood the Town’s cross, over the low-browed entrance 
of a stone vault, furnished with seats, also of stone. A little higher up was the jail, an 
antique ruinous structure, with stone floors, and a roof of ponderous grey slate. The manse, 
a mean-looking house of two low storeys, with very small windows, and bearing above the 
door the initials of the first Protestant minister of the parish, nearly fronted it: while the 
only shop of the place was situated so much lower down, that, like the houses of the earlier 
town, it was carried away by the sea during a violent storm from the north-east. There 
mingled with the other domiciles a due proportion of roofless tenements, with their red 
weather-wasted gables, and melancholy-looking unframed windows and doors; and, as trade 
decayed, even the more entire began to fall to pieces, and to show, like so many mouldering 
carcasses, their bare ribs through the thatch. Such was the old town of Cromarty in the year 
1720’. 

 
8.24 These vivid descriptions of Miller’s appear to be describing different types of structures, from the 

larger, multi-storey merchant’ houses to the more humble single-storey buildings whose walls are 
composed of clay-bonded beach cobbles – the latter similar to the two structures identified during 
the excavations on Thief’s Row relating to the Phase 5 settlement (Section 7.7). It is possible that 
the merchant’s house identified and assigned to the Phase 4 settlement and described in Section 
7.6, is contemporary with the multi-storey structures that Miller describes; a building we know had 
a long history stretching back into the medieval period, and which was modified throughout its use. 
However, this building did not produce any evidence for the more elaborate stonework and other 
distinctive features as described by Miller, which may indicate that the larger houses he is talking 
about were built in the 17th – 18th centuries. Miller describes one other building that stood at the 
southeast end of Thief’s Row and adjacent to the Chapel Burn. George Urquhart of Greenhill bought 
the ‘eastmost’ house in Cromarty from James Hepburn, a customs officer, in 1715. Hugh Miller 
reports that ‘about thirty years ago’ – that is, around 1805 – ‘some masons digging a foundation in 
the eastern extremity of the town discovered the site of a packing yard of this period (early 
1700’s)’. Nearby, twenty years before (c.1680), had stood ‘the cellar and counting room of 
Urquhart of Greenhill’. It had been a small, square, two-storey building, with a single room on each 
floor – a storeroom below and a room above which was lit on three sides, with panelled walls, a 
plaster cornice decorated with herring and bunches of grapes, and a ceiling with, in the centre, a 
shoal of herrings in relief. This description indicates that buildings of at least two-storeys existed 
elsewhere along Thief’ Row, suggesting that the road remained an important thoroughfare within 
the town.    

 
 8.25 The 1744 Householders list provided a snapshot of the numbers of buildings, people and their 

employment at a time when the town was going through an economic upturn, and while we have 
good documentary records from this point forward to the time that Thief’s Row was abandoned and 
the houses demolished, records for the earlier settlement infrastructure and the people of the 
burgh have proved more difficult to tie down. David Alston, a local historian who has researched in 
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some detail the history of Cromarty (especially during the post-medieval period) and wrote My 
Little Town of Cromarty (2006), accessed the Craigston Papers and his searches showed the 
potential for material relating to the earlier periods of Cromarty’s history. Sasines in particular 
provided the names of geographical features in and around the town, property holdings and the 
names of the people owning, or residing in these properties. The records David examined were in a 
poor state of preservation and further access was at that time denied. Therefore, a new evaluation 
of these extensive documents would no doubt add significantly to understanding the town, 
especially between the 16th and 18th centuries; a time of great change in the burgh.  
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Illus 15: W-facing profile illustration showing the steps and stonework inside the well, [5899] 
 

  
  

Illus 16: Section drawings of pits 5342, 
5427, 5477, 5886, 5931 
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Illus 17: Section A-B: NW-section of the baulk through the centre of Trench 1 
 

 
Illus 18: Section C-D: NE-facing trench section, SW end of Trench 1 
 

 
Illus 19: Section E-C: NW-facing section of the baulk, SE side of Trench 1 
 

 
Illus 20: Section F-G: NW-facing section showing road surfaces and SW end of Trench 1 
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Illus 21: Section H-I: NW-facing section of baulk between Trench 1 and Trench 2 
 

 
Illus 22: Section L-M: NE-facing section through layers between Trench 1 and Trench 2 
 

 
Illus 23: Section N-O: SW-facing section of the NE end of Trench 2 
 

 
Illus 24: Section P-Q: NE-facing section through [5363] and layers to the NW 
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Illus 25: Section Q-R: SE-facing section through [5368] and interior layers 
 
 

 
Illus 26: Section D1-A1: N-facing section of the baulk between Trench 3 / 4 
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Illus 27: Sections S-T, J-K, V-U and W-X: sections through the building wall [5226] and vennel [5375] 
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Illus 28: Section Z-Y: SE-facing section through [5012] and layers to the NE 
 

 
Illus 29: Section B1-C1: NNW-facing section of baulk between Trench 3 / 4 showing [5012] and [5131] 
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Illus 30: Looking over Trench 6 to the SW in 2015         Illus 31: Looking over Trench 2 / 1 to the NW in 2015 
 

 
Illus 32: Looking over Trench 6 to the SW in 2015 
 

  
Illus 33: Looking NW over the early vennel [5535]        Illus 34: Early stake- and post-holes in NE end of Tr.1 
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Illus 35: NE end of Tr.1, showing post-hole        Illus 36: SE-facing section of post-hole [5477] 
[5477] in front and (5432) in back, which                   below Structure 19 [5209] 
covers hearth [5533] and pit [5931] 
 

 

 

Illus 37: Looking NW over hearth [5533] 
after sectioning; pit [5477] in back 

Illus 38: Stack of hearths formed by rotary 
querns, [6140], [6139], [6146], from top 
to bottom 
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Illus 39: [6031] stone-lined pit           Illus 40: [6021] stone-lined pit below later vennel [5502] 
 

  
Illus 41: NW-facing section of pit [5931             Illus 42: NE-facing section of pit [5992] 
 

  
Illus 43: Looking SW over ditch [5925]          Illus 44: Looking SW over daub-filled slot [5517] – Str.5 
 

           
Illus 45: Ph.1 post-holes / slots Tr.3-5, facing SE        Illus 46: Ph. 1 – 2 post-holes / ditches in Tr.3-5, facing NW  
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Illus 47: Aerial image of dig site at the start of 2014 (left; photo by Gary Mackay) and at the end of 2015 (right; 
photo by Alan Thompson) 

 

Illus 48: Aerial photo of the dig site 
at the end of the 2016 
excavations, showing the pit and 
post-holes below later stone 
structures (Photo by Alan 
Thompson 
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Illus 49: Burning layer visible below vennel [5375]         Illus 50: Burning layer, NE end of Tr.2 over ditch [5925] 
 

  
Illus 51: Foundation slot for Str.3 under later wall         Illus 52: Burning layer visible below vennel [5224] 
 

                    
Illus 53: Building [5012] over vennel [5133]         Illus 54: Later walls [5216] (back) and [5302] (front) 
vennel [5248] in back, facing SE           with building [5484] showing up below it 
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Illus 55: Looking over building [5209] in Tr.1, facing NW, showing vennels to left and right sides 
 

 
Illus 56: Looking NE over building [5226] showing vennel [5273] to left and vennel [5275] to right 
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Illus 57: hearth setting [5387, facing NW          Illus 58: Pit [5505], has cut through ditch [5917] (back) 
 

 
Illus 59: Looking NW over section through building [5363], showing underlying stone walling 
 

  
Illus 60: Iron spade, SF2202 in situ in pit [5505]          Illus 61: Spindle whorl SF2473 from context (5892) 
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Illus 62: Spoon SF2501 from burning layer (5221)           Illus 63: Burnt wooden object from burning layer (5221) 
 

 Illus 64: Building [5420] facing SW belowing Tr.6 edge 
 

  
Illus 65: Looking NW over well (centre), pre-excavation  Illus 66: Mid-excavation of well, facing W 
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 Illus 67: Looking S over well 
 

 
Illus 68: Image of the well from above (north is to left; photograph by Alan Thompson) 
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Illus 69: E-facing profile of the well, photogrammetry illustration (Mary Peteranna)  

 
Illus 70: Overhead view of the well with the horse burial in situ, photogrammetry illustration (Mary Peteranna)  
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Illus 71: Layers of the Thief’s Row road surfaces as exposed during excavation 
 

  
 

 

Illus 72: Sharpening stone in situ within 
vennel [5448] in Tr.6 

Illus 73: Quern SF2339 in situ within 
[5482] 
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Appendix 1 CROM15-CROM16 List of Contexts 

Context 
No. Type Location Description Over Under Fill 

Of 
Filled 

By 
Cut 
By Same As Interpretation 

5343 Deposit T6 

Mid- dark brown sandy soil with <5% 
small stone clasts and cobbles. 
Contains animal bone and shell 
fragments, possibly spread out before 
[5115] house construction. 

5115, 
5349, 5366 

Removed 
topsoil 
5201 

      5344 
Soil infill after abandonment and 
before house [5115] construction, 
part of (5201) 

5344 Deposit T6 

Mid- dark brown sandy soil with <5% 
small stone clasts and frequent shell 
inclusions, animal bone and some 
medieval pot sherds. Stratigraphically 
somewhere between 5218 and 5304. 

5348, 
5352, 

5350, 5358 
5201       5343 Lower soil horizon outside building 

5115 to NE 

5345 Deposit T1 
Dark brown garden soil in places 
mixed with daub and containing few 
stones and little shell 

5221 5201       5211 Garden soil 

5346 Structure T5 Ephemeral SE-NW alignment of small 
to medium sized cobbles    5011         Boundary wall or building 

foundation 

5347 Deposit T4 

Circular pad of hard compact 
clay/daub. Located next to possible 
metalworking structure [5320] (hearth-
smithing), approx. 1.1m in diameter. 

  5131         Potential work surface, part of 
[5520] smithing hearth 

5348 Deposit T6 Compact and charcoal rich grey ash   5358, 
5344       5359, 

5134 
Wood ash layer. Potentially same 
as 5134 in TT305 

5349 Deposit T6 
Compact pale pink-brown clay daub 
base forming possible floor remains of 
[5115] 

  5343         Floor of C18 building 

5350 Fill T6 

Dark brown sandy loam <5% shell and 
bone. Moderately loose soil with some 
angular stone <10cm long, <1% 
charcoal fragments 

5351 5201, 
5344 5351       Accumulated fill of feature [5351] 

5351 Cut T6 
Roughly square-shaped shallow pit 
with sharp-edged base, 0.09m deep. 
Measures roughly 1.5m x 1.3m.  

5008 5344, 
5350   5350     Shallow square-shaped pit of 

unknown function, N side of T6 

5352 Fill T6 

Dark brown sandy loam, somewhat 
compact. <2% sub-angular stones, 
<1% charcoal, <2% animal bone, and 
<15-20% shell 

5359 5344 5353       Accumulated fill of feature [5353] 

5353 Cut T6 

Square-shaped shallow pit with sharp-
edged base, 0.08m deep. 1.2m x 
1.4m. Cut is distorted by slumping of 
overburden. 

5359 5344   5352     Shallow square-shaped pit of 
unknown function 
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Context 
No. Type Location Description Over Under Fill 

Of 
Filled 

By 
Cut 
By Same As Interpretation 

5354 Deposit Sondage 
8, T1/2 

Small rounded pebbles over and 
around small-medium cobbles and 
small slabs with a possible kerb 

5235 
5105, 
5152, 
5368 

      5162/5163 

Road surface - part of Thief's Row. 
Predates [5105]. Lies below infilled 
material 5152 which probably is 
part of the cobble/stone clast layer 
5116 to both sides of the road. All 
of this is infill, including ditch fill. 
Material is changeable and reflects 
differential filling of different areas. 

5355 Deposit Sondage 
8, T1/2 

Compact pale orange-pink clay with 
small angular sandstone fragments 5165/5291 5150       5290? 

Collapsed building remains? 
Visible in initial trench section 
below upper soil 5150; seems to be 
in alignment with where end of 
collapsed building 5290 clay 
spread would be 

5356 Deposit Sondage 
8, T1/2 

Mixed mid-brown soil and pale pink 
clay with small sand stone fragments.  5165/5291 5150         

Spread of collapsed building 
material, associated with 5255. 
Shows in same section of Sondage 
8 next to building [5228] 

5357 Structure T1 

Medium subrounded cobbles with 
smaller clast fill and soil matrix which 
contains some post medieval pot 
sherds. Clay daub exists on one side. 
Forms 1-2 course wall base to E of 
building [5209] and [5268].  

5238 5215         

Wall segment, that may be 
contemporary with walls [5277] 
[5268]; overlies vennel [5224] and 
truncated by later boundary wall 
[5210].  

5358 Deposit T6 Dark brown silty soil matrix containing 
a spread of shell, primarily mussel. 5348, 5359 5344     5351, 

5353 
5204, 
5008 

Shell midden spread - landscaped 
infill 

5359 Deposit T6 Grey ash layer containing charcoal   5353       5348 Same as (5348)  

5360 Deposit T3, SW 
corner 

Mid pink-brown sandy clay/daub with 
sandstone angular clasts and cobbles 
(60%, mostly 10-30cm); sloping to 
SSW from [5012] with a well-defined 
edge. Contains <5%shell, <1% bone, 
and medieval pot.  

  5140       5140? 
May be a spread of collapsed wall 
core - shell may be result of 
bioturbation from above 

5361 Deposit T1/2 Blackened sandy clay with frequent 
charcoal fragments 5393 5252         

Spread of burning, around and 
under hearth [5362] inside building 
[5228] 

5362 Structure T1/2 Heat-cracked slabs forming hearth 
setting 5393 5252, 

5361         Stone hearth setting inside building 
[5363] 
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By 
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5363 Structure T1/2 

Spread/collapsed mix of 
angled/upright sandstone clasts and 
few small cobbles and occasional 
large cobbles which appear to form a 
rubble wall base under or partly under 
building [5228] 

5393 5228         Intermediate rubble wall; underlies 
the SE wall of [5228] 

5364 Structure T6 

Ephemeral wall of stone slabs at base 
and rounded cobbles above with clay 
binding evident, aligned N-S under N 
wall of [5115], set at slightly different 
angle to this wall.  

5367, 5654 5115, 
5365         Building wall predating [5115] 

5365 Deposit T6 
Brown soil physically between wall 
[5364] and E-facing wall of house 
[5115]  

5366 5115         Soil infill after abandonment house 
[5115]  

5366 Deposit T6 
Slump of pink-brown clay daub and 
rounded cobbles within interior of 
building [5115], in N quadrant. 

5364 5365         Spread of collapsed wall material, 
possibly from [5364] 

5367 Deposit T6 Daub rich deposit at base of sondage 
in NW quadrant of [5115] N/A 5364         Old floor surface within structure 

predating [5115] 

5368 Structure T1 
Medium angular clasts and sub-
rounded small-large cobbles , some 
set as courses 

5369, 5354 5228, 
5152         

Rubble stone fill along the NE side 
of Thief's Row - building base or 
road edge fill 

5369 Deposit T1 Mid brown soily silt 5534 5230, 
5252         Soil layer 

5370 Fill T6 Mid-dark brown soil     5371       Fill of ephemeral cut [5371] 

5371 Cut T6 Linear shallow cut       5370     Possible cut 

5372 Fill T6 Charcoal-rich dark brown sandy soil     5373       Fill of [5373] 

5373 Cut T6 Small possible post-hole       5372     Possible post-hole 

5374 Deposit T6 Spread of pale pink/orange clay with 
small stone clasts 5356 5344       5366? Clay spread between [5115] and 

[5420] 

5375 Cut T3 
Cut for small posthole with 2x packing 
stones. 0.15m in diameter, 0.19m 
deep 

  5279   5376     Posthole 

5376 Fill T3 Dark brown sandy soil   5375 5279 5375       Fill of posthole 

5377 Cut T3 Cut for small posthole, 0.13m in 
diameter, 0.2m deep   5279   5378     Posthole 

5378 Fill T3 Dark brown sandy soil   5377 5279 5377       Fill of posthole 

5379 Cut T3 Cut for small posthole       5380     Cut for small posthole 
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5380 Fill T3 Dark brown soil        5379       Fill of posthole 

5381 Cut T3 
Cut for small posthole, 0.2m x 0.15m, 
0.33m deep, 2x packing stones; cuts 
5515 

5515 5279   5382     Posthole 

5382 Fill T3 Dark brown sediment filling posthole 
[5381] 5381 5279 5381       Fill of posthole 

5383 Cut T3 Cut for small posthole, 0.18m in 
diameter and 0.2m deep       5384     Posthole 

5384 Fill T3 Dark brown sediment filling posthole 
[5383] 5383   5383       Fill of posthole 

5385 Cut T3 Cut for small posthole to side of 
smithing hearth and activity area 5347       5386     Posthole 

5386 Fill T3 
Mid-brown sandy fill of posthole 
[5385], packed with small rounded 
cobbles 

5385 5311 5385       Fill of posthole 

5387 Structure T1 Schist slab and small upright clasts 
with evidence of burning  5304/5308 5293         Small hearth setting to S end of 

building [5209] 

5388 Deposit T1 
Mid- grey-brown charcoal flecked 
compact ash. Visible in pit [5477] 
section 

5544, 6139 5295, 
5209 5477     5304 Wood ash layer predating building 

[5209] 

5389 Deposit T3 

Mid-brown sandy silt, very friable. 
Charcoal and shell inclusions, some 
floating stones. Occasional animal 
bone. 

5390, 5131 5014, 
5123         Industrial waste layer overlying 

occupation surface 

5390 Deposit T3 

Light brown with burnt deposits and 
shell. Pockets of hard light sandy 
coloured soil. Infrequent bone and 
occasional stone. 

5313 5123, 
5189         

Ash deposit overlying occupation 
surface possibly from industrial 
waste 

5391 Structure T1 Large rounded cobbles and small-
medium stone clasts with clay bonding   5215       5357 Wall fragment, probably part of 

[5357] possibly part of [5277] 
5392 Cut T4 Cut for small post-hole   5358         Posthole by wall base 

5393 Deposit T1/2 
Compact hardened floor surface of 
black - dark-brown clay. Extends 
below lower cobble wall 5465 

5534 
5230, 
5465, 

5361/2 
        Floor surface, part of building 

[5465] predating building [5363] 

5394 Structure T1 Boulder wall, extending from SE end 
of [5209] 5225, 5267 5258       5880? Same as [5880] 

5395 Deposit T2 
Buff brown fine ash mottled layer 
underlying structure [5226] but 
possible infill within it 

5396 5226         Layer underlying building [5226] 
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5396 Deposit T2 

Compact bright orange-yellow silty ash 
with charcoal fragments and burnt 
timbers; underlies all major structures 
in T2 such as vennels, [5226]; extent 
is across the entire site but patchy in 
places 

Natural 
sand 

5395, 
5275       5288, 

5298 Burning event 

5397 Deposit T6 Dark brown sandy silt 5374 5358, 
5344         Soil layer 

5398 Structure T1/2 Large subrounded stones, 10-30cm 
long 5369 5105         Part of vennel [5535] 

5399 Deposit T2 
Fine yellow sand up against wall 
[5226] interior and overlying vennel 
[5275]; thin layer ~1-2cm thick. 

            Infill over vennel for surfacing 

5400 Deposit T2 Dark brown charcoal-rich silt overlying 
vennel [5275] and wall [5226], S side 5226, 5300 5218         Spread of midden material (5218) 

5401 Deposit T6 
Clay daub surface with visible heavy 
plough marks, breaks through to 
underlying 

5402 5344         Clay surface, possible work yard 

5402 Deposit T6 Dark sandy silt with some shell 
fragments 5456 5401         Soil layer 

5403 Deposit T2 Dark brown--pink ash-clay layer at NE 
end T2 5297 5412         Ash lens, part of midden spread 

5404 Fill T1/2 

Small upright angular stone clasts 
packed together at NW side of vennel 
[5273]; Separated by 30-40cm from 
(5405) 

  5253 5408       
Stake/posthole, part of group with 
5405-7; forms structural alignment, 
part of [5220] 

5405 Fill T1/2 

Small upright angular stone clasts 
packed together at E side of [5273]. 
Separated by 30-45cm from (5404) 
and (5406) 

  5253 5408       
Stake/posthole, part of group with 
5404, 6-7; forms structural 
alignment, part of [5220] 

5406 Fill T1/2 

Small upright angular stone clasts 
packed together at E side of [5273]. 
Separated by 30-45cm from (5405) 
and (5407) 

  5253 5408       
Stake/posthole, part of group with 
5403-4, 7; forms structural 
alignment, part of [5220] 

5407 Fill T1/2 
Small upright angular stone clasts 
packed together at E side of [5273]. 
Separated by 30-45cm from (5406) 

  5253 5408       
Stake/posthole, part of group with 
5403-6; forms structural alignment, 
part of [5220] 

5408 Cut T1/2 4 small stakeholes cutting through 
(5409)    5215   5404-

7     Stakeholes 
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5409 Deposit T1/2 
Spread of pale pink/orange clay with 
small stone clasts and pebbles to SE 
of building [5220] 

5260 5215, 
5253     5408   Spread of collapse from building, 

predating 5220 

5410 Structure T1/2 Slab setting under clay spread to E of 
[5220]   5409, 

5253         
Hearth setting, probably a re-used 
quern stone; part of burning event 
5221 

5411 Structure T1/2 
Setting of small slabs inside building 
floor (5293). Runs up to 5393 surface 
and abuts vennel. 

5414 5252         Post pad, within clay fill (5230), 
predates building [5277] 

5412 Deposit T2 

Mid-brown soil with shell, charcoal and 
medieval pottery; undulating layer that 
extends across back of T2,  0.05-0.2m 
deep 

5396 5297         Medieval soil horizon 

5413 VOID VOID VOID VOID VOID VOID VOID VOID VOID VOID 

5414 Deposit T1/2 
Compact pink clay with small pebbles 
and charcoal flecks throughout. Flat 
slabs within. 

  5411, 
5230         

Clay floor, related to narrow 
alignment of small uprights forming 
probable slot on SE side 

5415 Fill T6 Mid-light brown sandy silt with some 
animal bone   5344         Soil layer 

5416 Fill T4 
Mixed sandy sediment with small 
stone clasts 0.5-0.6m and deposits of 
buff ash. Bioturbation evident 

5422 5417 5314       Primary fill of posthole [5314] 

5417 Fill T4 Lens of crushed mussel shell 3-6cm 
deep, with occasional whelk shell 5422 5131 5314       Secondary fill of posthole [5314] 

5418 Deposit T1 Mixed mid-brown-yellow sand soil with 
occasional charcoal fragments   5221         Inside and below [5209] and below 

burning event. Predates [5209] 

5419 Deposit T1 Bright orange ashy silt with ashy lens 
over pink clay with large stone around 5292 5222         Ash layer 

5420 Structure T6 

Boulder and daub constructed double-
skinned wall. Aligned S-N with a return 
at the N end, disappearing into the 
trench edge on the E side. Possible 
setting for a cruck visible mid-way in 
the wall. Stone holes and scars 
evident where plough has affected it 

  5344         C.16th/17th century building 

5421 VOID VOID VOID VOID VOID VOID VOID VOID VOID VOID 

5422 Cut T4 
Steep sided cut for posthole, flat 
bottom but stepped on SW side - 
possibly forming post pipe. 

5313 5416, 
5417   5416, 

5417   5314 Cut for posthole 
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5423 Deposit T2 

Black brown compact ashy clay with 
patches of bright orange ash and 
some clay daub inclusions; 
concentration of charcoal inclusions to 
E where the layer thickens 

5084 5395       5298 Spread of material from burning 
event 

5424 Deposit T2 

Spread of clay/daub on interior of 
[5226] on E side; some stone 
inclusions where [5226] wall had 
slumped into interior. Rounded stone 
~0.1 x 0.2m; extends approx. 0.5m to 
W of wall [5226] 

5395 5256         Collapse of wall [5226] 

5425 Deposit T2 
Mixed brown soil with mixed grey ash 
and charcoal and medieval pot 
between [5273] and [5226]. 

5298/5288 5255       5299 

Soil horizon above burning layer - 
possibly spread after burning event 
to create new surface prior to 
structures being built; same as 
(5299) 

5426 Fill T1 Mid-dark brown sandy gravelly soil   5222 5427       Fill of pit 

5427 Cut T1 Suboval pit at NE centre of T2   5426   
5426, 
5537, 
5559 

    Possible pit with indistinct cut at the 
NE end of T1 

5428 Fill T1 Charcoal rich (burnt timber) fill with 
small packing stone clasts   5260 5429       Fill of pit/posthole 

5429 Cut T1 Small pit/posthole   5428   5428     Pit/posthole 

5430 Deposit T2 

Gravelly matrix of vennels [5273] and 
[5275]. Found in between stones as 
coarse gravel, clasts ~1x1cm. Some 
coarse sand present although finer 
grained sand has probably washed out 
over time 

5275 Midden 
spreads         

Uneven distribution likely due to 
washing out of the material in the 
vennel over time. For the vennel to 
be easily traversed there must 
have been more gravel and sand 
filling the gaps to level it. 
Particularly [5275] which has a very 
uneven surface. 

5431 Deposit T5 

Mid-brown gritty silt, occasional stone 
up to 10cm long. Frequent crushed 
fragmented shell present, including 
mussel, winkle, oyster, limpet and 
cockle. Infrequent ash and charcoal 
flecks. 

Natural 
sand 5318          Medieval layer abuts 5139. Breaks 

through at times to natural sand 

5432 Structure T1 
Hardened compact orange clay and 
blackened, subcircular bank at NE end 
T1 

Natural 
sand 5305         Hearth setting 
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5433 Deposit T4 
Spread of stone - cobbles and sharp 
clasts <90%, 10-15cm long; abuts 
[5248] paved area  

5131 5123         Possible rough surface or remains 
of collapsed structure 

5434 Deposit T1 Lenses of orange/pink ash and 
blackened charcoal rich silt 5292 5222         Ash lens - same horizon as 5419 

5435 Deposit T4 

Light pink-brown clay with some small 
stone clasts, part of collapsed daub 
from wall construction; alignment of 
stakeholes [5440] cuts through it 

5446 5331     5440   
Collapsed daub from wall 
construction, slot [5436] runs 
alongside it 

5436 Structure T4 
Narrow linear slot running alongside 
(5435) filled with medium upright 
stones, some more solid than others 

  5331         Wall/beam slot 

5437 Structure T4 
Orange-black compact pad of burnt 
clay/daub, with small upright stones. 
Concave and circular 0.22 x 0.26m.  

  5331, 
5446         Post pad 

5438 Cut T4 Circular posthole 0.14m diameter, 
dark brown fill   5331, 

5446         Posthole in alignment with [5437] 
to the NW 

5439 Cut T4 Circular posthole 0.16m diameter, 
dark brown fill   5331, 

5446         Posthole in alignment with [5437] 
to the SE 

5440 Cut T4 

E-W alignment of 4 stakehole cut, 
running through 5435, N of post pad 
[5437]; depths, from N-S: 0.09m, 
0.07m, 0.1m, 0.07m.  

5435 5331         
Alignment of postholes potentially 
related to the post pad - left 
unexcavated 

5441 Structure T4 

Subcircular cut measuring 0.22m 
diameter; contains medium sized 
packing stones; possibly within a 
partition of house 

  5446         Posthole, related to [5441] 

5442 Structure T4 

Possible timber slot running N-S 
through 5435; filled with medium 
upright stones and measures 0.11m 
wide, 0.95m long, terminates at [5441] 

5435 5446         Wall/beam slot, related to [5441] 

5443 Structure T4 
Post setting with upright stone and 
daub base, to S of large inbuilt quern 
stone. Diameter is 0.17m 

  5446         Posthole with packing stones 

5444 Cut T4 

Steep-sided and stepped cut with 
rounded base; measures 0.16m 
diameter, 0.35m deep; located S of 
paving [5248] 

5343 5523   5523     Posthole  

5445 Cut T4 
Cut for post setting, 0.2m in diameter 
with upright packing slabs and mid 
brown fill; located S of paving [5248] 

  5446         Posthole  
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5446 Deposit T3 
Mid brown sand soil with patches of 
buff-grey ash; frequent inclusions of 
charcoal 

5343 5131, 
5322           

5447 Cut T3 Cut for small posthole with upright 
stones to W and E, 0.10m across   5131         Small posthole 

5448 Structure T6 Uneven surface of large cobbles and 
slabs forming a paved area   5344         Vennel/path 

5449 Deposit T6 

Deep layer of dark brown-black silt 
containing 70% shell: mussel, 
periwinkle, whelk, limpet, oyster, 
cockle and bone (<10%); some 
medieval pot sherds, fish bone; 
contains lens of ash 5489 

  5348, 
5344         Landscaped spread of midden 

material 

5450 Deposit T6 Shell midden, lower part of (5449)   5344       5449   

5451 Deposit T6 Pale yellow-grey wood ash with 
charcoal fragments   5344       5348? Spread of wood ash midden 

5452 Deposit T6 Dark brown sandy silt between vennel 
stones [5448]   5348           

5453 Deposit T4 Lens of mussel and winkle shell 
between ashy deposits 5131 5128         Spread of midden layer 

5454 Deposit T6 Mid-light yellow brown silty ash 5455 5451           

5455 Deposit T6 Pale pink-brown soily clay   5454         Collapsed daub 

5456 Structure T6 

Vibrant mottled orange/black/red clay-
rich silty soil; heat-affected with high 
charcoal concentration, probably from 
burnt structural remains 

  

5397, 
5344, 
5348, 
5374 

      5485 Extends across T6, large burning 
event 

5457 Deposit T1 
Orangey pink clay daub pad with 
many large stone inclusions to NW of 
trench 

            Daub collapse 

5458 Deposit T5 Ash layer containing some shell 
fragments, cut by ditch [5263] 

Natural 
sand 5263     5263   Redeposited ash layer 

5459 Cut T5 Alignment of 3 stakeholes running 
NNE-SSW; 0.08m deep, 0.20m apart 5458           Stakeholes forming structural 

setting 

5460 Cut T3 Burnt vitrified clay pad, 0.14m in 
diameter   5568         Daub post pad 

5461 Deposit T3 Compact orange burnt clay/daub layer 
to SW side of T3, overlies wall [5133] 5133 

5389, 
5390, 
5123 

        Burnt, collapsed daub structure 
from a building 
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5462 Deposit T1 Dark brown-grey soil, filled with 
cobbles 5220           Soil layer 

5463 Deposit T4/5 Buff coloured ash with clay-like 
consistency 5246, 5464 5246         Lens of material within matrix of 

5246 

5464 Deposit T4/5 Dark brown-black ash layer, very 
friable. 5246 5246         Lens of material within matrix of 

5246 

5465 Structure T1/2 
Short alignment of large cobbles 
(35x30cm to 10x5cm) at the base of 
wall [5363], running NE-SW 

5393 5363         Part of vennel [5535] 

5466 Deposit T1/2 Dark grey-brown ash layer with 
frequent charcoal flecks   5258       5267 Thick ash layer, overlies vennel 

5467 Cut T4/5 

Cut for narrow, linear gully running 
NW-SE; runs from SE baulk of T5 and 
terminates near junction of T4/5; filled 
by (5468), and cut through by oval pit 
[5471] 

5343 5468   5468 5471   Boundary gully, possibly defining a 
plot or activity area. 

5468 Fill T4/5 

Mid-brown sandy silt with some animal 
bone, charcoal flecks, and areas of 
shell (richest at the SE end of the 
gully, adjacent to the trench baulk). 
Contained cow skull 

5467   5467       Fill of boundary gully [5467] 

5469 Deposit T1 
Compact spread of pale pink orange 
clay with small gravel and scattered 
large stones 

5258 5252     5885   Collapsed daub material, part of 
building 5880? 

5470 Structure T1 Alignment of large boulders and small 
sandstone clasts, some angled 5414 5252         Remains of a wall alignment? 

Related to [5880]? 

5471 Cut T4/5 

Oval-shaped cut of pit within SE  end 
of ditch/boundary gully ditch [5467], 
partially overlain by (5332), (5323), 
filled by (5472) 

5343 5472         Pit cut into ditch [5467] 

5472 Fill T5 Dense mussel shell-rich silty soil, 
contained a cow skull 5471 

5467, 
5332, 
5323 

5471       Fill of pit [5471] 

5473 Fill T1 Dark mid-brown sandy soil 5474   5474       Fill of pit/posthole 

5474 Cut T1 Possible circular cut through 5271 
burning - S of [5309]   5272   5473     Pit or posthole? 

5475 Deposit T1 Compact spread of small subangular 
gravel 5221 5284         Gravel surface 

5476 Structure T1 Alignment of 5 rounded large stones 5284 5272         Remains of a wall alignment? 
Related to [5880]? 
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5477 Cut T1 Oval cut, extends below NW corner of 
building [5209] 

Natural 
sand 5388   5544     Large posthole, predates [5209] 

5478 Fill T1 
Small tight group of small upright 
sandstone clasts and cobbles, filling 
[5479] 

5479 5260 5479       Fill of slot 

5479 Cut T1 Narrow cut for a post slot/beam slot, 
near hearth [5410] 5121     5478     Post or beam slot 

5480 Fill T1 Small group of upright sandstone 
clasts, NW side of vennel [5273]   5253         Possible post setting 

5481 Deposit T1/2 Pale pink-brown clay spread with 
small-large stones.  5221 5253         Daub spread from wall [5220] 

collapse 

5482 Structure T6 

Spread of rounded and subangular 
large boulders, including a broken 
quern stone; matrix between is 5483; 
2 possible cruck settings to the SE 
side with a possible wall base; burning 
layer (5456) runs under this 

5456 5344         
Slabbed surface, extends below 
trench baulk; vennel with possible 
wall base to SE side 

5483 Deposit T6 

Dark brown sandy silt matrix between 
[5482] vennel stones and immediately 
surrounding the vennel; moderately 
compacted in places, with pockets of 
coarse sand and pea gravel; contains 
<5% charcoal flecks, some small 
fragments of fish and animal bone 

5482 5344         
Packing material/natural 
accumulation of material between 
vennel stones 

5484 Structure T6 
Pale pink clay/daub surface with some 
cobbles; corner of this visible below 
the baulk, potentially extending into T2 

5449 5344         Possible floor/wall of structure, 
potentially related to vennel [5448] 

5485 Deposit T6 Pale pink-brown clay layer underlying 
vennel appears below (5456) 5449 5344         Clay layer/surface 

5486 Deposit T1 

Dark grey compact gravelly dark 
brown clayey silt. Compact gravel 
layer below 5152. W trench edge 
extension of trench edge to S.  

5258 
5105, 
5116, 
5152 

        Gravel surface, part of road/yard 
predating Thief's Row 

5487 Cut T2 
U-shaped cut for ditch, approximately 
0.5m wide at top; difficult to define the 
extent; located to SE side of [5226] 

5178 5488   5488     
Ditch cut, possible drip gully or 
boundary; contemporary with 
[5492]? 

5488 Fill T2 Dark grey-brown ashy soil with shell 
and charcoal flecks 5487   5487       Fill of ditch [5487] 

5489 Deposit T6 Large yellow-brown ash lens within 
midden 5449 5449 5449 5449       Lens of ash in midden material 
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5490 Deposit T1 

Mid-grey clayey ash with frequent 
charcoal fragments and intense shell 
and fish bone. Lies below 5267 but 
may be part of it. To S side of building 
[5209] 

5583 5267, 
5285       5310 Landscaped ash layer 

5491 Fill T2 

Dark brown soil with some shell and 
charcoal inclusions. There is a very 
clear boundary between the fill and the 
burnt layers of sand; likely extends 
further up than this but boundaries 
indistinct 

5492   5492       Fill of linear slot [5902] 

5492 Cut T2 

Linear steep-sided and flat-bottomed 
gully, running alongside of [5226] to 
NW and vennel [5273] to SE; indistinct 
edges - hard to see top of cut 

5288 5491   5491     Cut of linear gully, possibly a 
dripline for [5226] 

5493 Deposit T6 Dark brown sandy soil flecked with 
clay patches and charcoal 5494 5415         Infill within structure [5420] 

5494 Deposit T6 Pale pink sand below 5493 in interior 
of [5420]   5493         Sandy deposit within structure 

[5420] 

5495 Cut T3 

Linear cut aligned E-W, located on S 
side of Thief's Row, NW corner of T3; 
U-shaped profile, 0.7m wide and 
0.15m deep 

5498 5496   5496     Secondary cut for ditch, possibly a 
boundary; cuts 5498 

5496 Fill T3 Mid-brown shell-rich soil 5495 5280 5495     5280? Fill of ditch [5495] 

5497 Cut T3 

Linear ditch cut, bowl-shaped profile, 
0.8m wide, 0.28m deep; truncated by 
later cut [5495]; runs parallel to road in 
NW corner T3 

5333 5498   5498 5495   Primary cut of ditch, cut by [5495]; 
possible boundary 

5498 Fill T3 

Dark brown sandy silt with some 
scattered small stones <5cm and 
occasional shell; some heat affected 
soil and remains of clay daub at base 

5497 5495 5497   5495   Fill of ditch [5497] 

5499 Deposit T1 Mid-dark brown silt containing loose 
spread of mussel shell fragments    5308         Midden material spread 

5500 Structure T1/2 
Circular, packed cluster of small 
upright stone clasts and cobbles, 
located to NE side of wall [5277] 

5221 5253         Posthole packing 

5501 Structure T1/2 Small group of horizontally set small 
stone slabs adjacent to [5500]  5221 5253         Slabbed setting; contemporary with 

[5500] 
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5502 Structure T1 
Large cobbles and slabs forming 
slabbed surface to NW side of T1 in 
trench extension 

  5219         Slabbed area, vennel 

5503 Cut T1 
Steep-sided cut of possible small pit, 
circular in plan. 0.33 x 0.35m, 0.16m 
deep; SE corner T1 

5258 5504, 
5469   5504     Possible post-hole 

5504 Fill T1 Mixed grey-brown soily ash layer with 
charcoal flecks and clay lenses 5258 5469 5503       Fill of [5503] 

5505 Cut T1 

Fairly steep-sided cut for a small 
rounded flat-bottomed pit, measures 
0.27m x 0.39m, 0.1m deep; surface of 
small flat slabs in the base. Located 
0.25m S of [5503] 

5258 5506   5506     

Post-medieval pit that has 
disturbed medieval deposits, S end 
of T1; the slabs at the base could 
suggest an industrial use or use for 
a post pad 

5506 Fill T1 
Mid-greyish brown ashy soil with 
charcoal flecks. Very homogenous. 
Moderately loose consistency 

5505 5469         Fill of [5505] 

5507 Cut T3 Gently sloping and bowl-shaped cut; 
1.2m in diameter, 0.23m deep 5333 5536   5508, 

5536     Cut of stone-lined pit 

5508 Fill T3 

Dark brown silty sand containing mix 
of large cobbles and clasts, closely 
packed; various inclusions including 
animal bone /teeth 

5536 5116 5507       Fill of [5507] 

5509 Cut T3 Circular cut, diameter 0.57m 5333 5510   5510     Pit or posthole  

5510 Fill T3 
Mid-brown silty sand with high 
concentration  (<60%) of shell, 
including cockles, winkles and limpets 

5507 5116 5509       Shell midden, fill of [5509] 

5511 Cut T3 Cut of circular pit, 1.25m diameter 5333 5512   5512     Large stone-lined pit 

5512 Fill T3 

Mid-greyish brown silty sand with no 
visible inclusions beside stone. 
Angular stone and clasts within soil 
matrix, 8-21cm in length 

5511 5116 5511       Fill of [5511] 

5513 Cut T3 

Oval-shaped pit aligned roughly NE-
SW. Measures 0.85m (NW-SE) x 
1.06m (NE-SW). Large stone at W 
edge, half in and half out of cut; cuts 
5515 and 5516 

5515 5514   5514     Large pit 

5514 Fill T3 Homogenous dark brown loamy silt, 
quite compact. <5% stone inclusions 5513 5333 5513       Fill of possible pit - left 

unexcavated 
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5515 Deposit T3 

Layer of small stones set into clay 
daub layer 5516. Deposit is roughly 
rectangular in shape, 2.1m (NE-SW) x 
1.3m (NW-SE). Stones are 0.02-4m 
long; cut by 5513 pit and 5381 
posthole. In the N and E the cobble 
layer has worn away, the clay spread 
only surviving 

5516       5513, 
5381   Cobbled surface - yard or road 

5516 Deposit T3 Layer of compact clay daub, 7-10 cm 
deep; embedded with cobbles 5515 

Natural 
sand 5515     5513   

Underlying clay matrix for 
embedded cobbles 5515 forming 
the possible work surface - left 
unexcavated 

5517 Cut T2 

Wavering linear cut running from NE 
end of T2 to the S - underlies vennel 
[5275]; filled with 5518 clay; adjacent 
to spread of gravel/clay from old 
surface/vennel/path in NE of T2. 

5538 5518   5518     

Surface predating vennel [5226]; 
contemporary with gravel surface 
in NE corner of T2; could be the 
remnants of a gully along the old 
vennel that structural material has 
slumped into 

5518 Fill T2 

Hard pink clay/ daub and some 
rounded small stones. Collapse of 
structural material or daub/clay 
surface spread 

5517   5517       Fill of [5517] 

5519 Cut T2 

Possible post hole cut, round in plan 
and U-shaped when sectioned. 
Rounded base. 0.3m in diameter and 
0.2m deep; E side of vennel [5273] 

Natural 
sand 5520   5520     Possible posthole 

5520 Fill T2 Dark reddish-brown sandy clay with a 
distinct charcoal inclusion 5519 5298, 

5425 5519       Fill of [5519] 

5521 Deposit T5 

Mid-brown soily sand containing some 
shell and medieval pot sherds; up to 
and around stones [5346], and under 
(5431). Runs out/shallows to SW, 
deepest next to SE baulk of trench 

5346 5431, 
5346 5522       Upper fill of [5522] 

5522 Cut T5 

Cut of possible gully aligned SW-NE 
though T5. Deepest in SE, shallowest 
to SW; contains stone alignment 
[5346] [5521] [5431] 

5343 5521, 
5431   5521, 

5648     Cut for stone-lined ditch/gully 

5523 Fill T4/5 
Mid to dark brown soily sand 
containing some small stones (less 
than 3cm long) and charcoal flecks 

5444 5312 5444       Fill of posthole [5444] 

5524 Deposit T6 Layer below (5449)   5449         Unexcavated? 
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5525 Deposit T1/2 Orange, burnt clay pad, next to 
posthole [5500] 

Natural 
sand 5253     5527   Post pad or hearth surface 

5526 Fill T1/2 Dark brown sandy soil 5527 5253 5527       Fill of stakehole [5527] 

5527 Cut T1/2 Cut for small stakehole, cuts through 
[5525] 5525     5526     Small stakehole 

5528 Deposit T1/2 Burnt orange clay and pale grey ash 
with charcoal fragments 

Natural 
sand 

5253, 
5409         Burning layer 

5529 Deposit T1/2 

Spread of pale pink clay with small 
gravel and charcoal inclusions, 0.04-
8m deep; possible stakehole slots 
within it; concentrated in a shallow slot 
that runs in alignment with NW side of 
vennel [5273], but has spread out from 
here 

5528 5253         
Spread of wall material from wall 
slot, part of [5220]; respects vennel 
[5273] 

5530 Deposit T1/2 Pale yellow-brown clayey ash with 
charcoal flecks 5528 5498, 

5529       5534, 
5466 Ash layer 

5531 Deposit T1 
Mid-dark brown ashy silt with some 
shell and charcoal fragments, SE half 
of T1 

5499 5308, 
5532     5541   Soil/ash layer 

5532 Deposit T1 Black silt with intense charcoal 
fragments 5531 5308         Burnt layer 

5533 Deposit T1 
Mixed black-orange clayey ash with 
charcoal fragments, to S side of hearth 
[5432] 

Natural 
sand 5432         Spread of hearth material from 

[5432] 

5534 Deposit T1/2 Pale brown clayey ash with charcoal 
flecks 5535, 5574 5369       5574 Ash layer 

5535 Structure T1/2 Large cobbles and slabs forming 
slabbed surface  5573 

5490, 
5534, 
5285 

        Early vennel - continuation of lower 
surface of [5285] slabs 

5536 Fill T3 Mid brown sandy silt with occasional 
small stone inclusions 5507 5508 5507       Lower fill of [5507] 

5537 Fill T1 Mid orange-brown soily ash with 
charcoal flecks 5427 5426 5427       Fill of pit [5427] 

5538 Deposit T2? 

Mid orange-brown ash with high 
concentration of charcoal, 0.2m deep 
and confined to NE end of T2; appears 
in lenses, as if formed by collapse 
during burning event; contains 
frequent roundwood charcoal from 
wattle and daub structures 

5396 5518       5396, 
5423 

Burning event, contains remnants 
of collapsed burnt structures 
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5539 Deposit T2 Dark brown soil with silt, medieval 
pottery in NE corner T2 

Natural 
sand 

5538, 
5396         Soil layer underlying burning event; 

earliest layer in T2 
5540 Fill T1 Mid-dark brown soil 5540 5308 5541       Fill of [5541] 

5541 Cut T1 Small subcircular pit 5531 5540   5540     Small pit 

5542 Fill T1 Charcoal-rich dark brown sandy soil 
forming circular patch 5543 5305 5543       Fill of [5543] 

5543 Cut T1 Subcircular cut with some small 
upright stones around edges   5542   5542     Cut for small posthole 

5544 Deposit T1 Dark brown silty sand with clay 
patches and medieval pottery 5477 5535 5477       Fill of post-hole [5477] 

5545 VOID VOID VOID VOID VOID VOID VOID VOID VOID VOID 

5546 Structure T4  Small area of gravel/small cobbles 
forming surface 5463 5246         Cobbled surface   

5547 Cut T4 Linear shallow cut Natural 
sand 5131   5548     Remains of drain/gully 

5548 Fill T4 Mixed mid brown soil with clay 
patches 5547 5131 5547       Fill of [5547] 

5549 Cut T4 Cut for post-hole adjacent to paving is 
filled by 5550 (T4) 

Natural 
sand   5131 5550     Posthole 

5550 Fill T4 
Fill of post-hole [5549] is mixed sandy 
sediment with charcoal flecks/lumps 
(T4) 

5549   5549       Fill of [5549] 

5551 Cut T4 Cut of post-hole at E end of building is 
filled by 5552 (T4) 

Natural 
sand 5552   5552     Posthole 

5552 Fill T4 Fill of post-hole [5551] is mixed sandy 
sediment with charcoal flecks (T4) 5551   5551       Fill of [5551] 

5553 Cut T4 Cut of post-hole at SE end of building 
is filled by 5554 (T4) 

Natural 
sand 5554   5554     Posthole 

5554 Fill T4 Fill of post-hole [5553] is mixed sandy 
sediment with charcoal flecks (T4) 5553   5553       Fill of [5553] 

5555 Cut T4 Cut of post-hole adjacent to wall 
[5012] is filled by 5556 (T4) 

Natural 
sand 5556   5556     Posthole 

5556 Fill T4 Fill of post-hole [5555] is sandy silt 
with daub and charcoal inclusions (T4) 5555   5555       Fill of [5555] 

5557 Cut T4 Cut of post-hole adjacent to wall 
[5012] is filled by 5558 (T4) 

Natural 
sand 5558   5558     Posthole 
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5558 Fill T4 Fill of post-hole [5557] is mid brown 
sandy silt with charcoal flecks (T4) 5557   5557       Fill of [5557] 

5559 Fill T1 
Lower pit fill of [5427] comprises pale 
brown to buff ash flecked with 
charcoal (T1) 

5427   5427       Lower fill of [5427] 

5560 Cut T3 Cut of post-hole adjacent to wall 
[5012] is filled by 5561 (T3) 

Natural 
sand 5561   5561     Posthole 

5561 Fill T3 Fill of post-hole [5560] is charcoal-rich 
sandy silt (T3) 5560   5560       Fill of [5560] 

5562 Cut T3 Cut of post-hole adjacent to wall 
[5012] is filled by 5563 (T3) 

Natural 
sand 5563   5563     Posthole 

5563 Fill T3 Fill of post-hole [5562] is charcoal-rich 
sandy silt (T3) 5562   5562       Fill of [5562] 

5564 Cut T3 Cut of post-hole adjacent to wall 
[5012] is filled by 5565 (T3) 

Natural 
sand 5565   5565     Posthole 

5565 Fill T3 Fill of post-hole [5564] is dark brown 
sandy sediment (T3) 5564   5564       Fill of [5564] 

5566 Cut T3 Cut of post-hole adjacent to wall 
[5012] is filled by 5567 (T3) 

Natural 
sand 5567   5567     Posthole 

5567 Fill T3 Fill of post-hole [5566] is mixed black 
and orange burnt deposit (T3) 5566   5566       Fill of [5566] 

5568 Cut T3 Cut of post-hole at W end of building is 
filled by 5569 (T3) 

Natural 
sand 5569   5569     Posthole 

5569 Fill T3 Fill of post-hole [5568] is charcoal-rich 
sandy silt and ash (T3) 5568   5568       Fill of [5568] 

5570 Cut T3 Cuts for three small stake holes at W 
end of building are filled by 5571 (T3) 

Natural 
sand 5571   5571     Cuts for three stakeholes 

5571 Fill T3 Fill of stake-holes [5570] is black 
charcoal-rich deposit (T3) 5570   5570       Fill of [5570] 

5572 Cut T1/2 Almost straight and vertical cut 5534 5369   5369     Stakehole 

5573 Deposit T1/2 Dark brown to grey gritty sediment 
(T1/2)   5535       5583   

5574 Deposit T1/2 Pale buff ash with charcoal flecks with 
clay pad depression in centre 5906 5363, 

5534           

5575 Cut T4 Cut of post hole in sand deposit filled 
by 5576 (T4) 

Natural 
sand 5576   5576     Posthole 
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5576 Fill T4 
Fill of post-hole [5575] is mixed 
ash/sand sediment with charcoal 
flecks (T4) 

5575   5575       Fill of [5562] 

5577 Cut T2 Cuts for at least seven small post 
settings or pits filled by 5578 (T2) 

Natural 
sand 5578   5578     Group of small stake/post-holes 

5578 Fill T2 Brown sandy soil containing ceramics 
and bone, plus iron object (T2) 5577   5577       Fill of [5577] 

5579 Cut T2 Cut of u-shaped shallow gully, ditch or 
post-hole filled by 5580 (T2) 

Natural 
sand 5580   5580     Cut for a gully or pit 

5580 Fill T2 Fill of [5579] is mid brown sediment 
with small stone inclusions (T2) 5579   5579       Fill of [5579] 

5581 Structure T1 Setting of flat large stones which 
appear to post-date burning event 5582 5218         Stone setting 

5582 Deposit T1 Spread of burnt material relating to 
burning event (T1)   5581           

5583 Deposit T1 
Mid to dark brown clayey silt between 
ash layers at S end of trench under 
road (T1) 

  5490       5573 Soil layer 

5584 Deposit T4 Mottled daub and sandy sediment with 
charcoal flecks    5321     5547, 

5314   Fill of possible foundation slot 

5585 Deposit T1 
Compact mussel shell-rich dark 
brown-black silt in SW corner of trench 
(T1) 

  5258         Shell midden layer 

5586 Cut T3 Cut of post/stake-hole at W end of 
trench filled by 5587 (T3) 

Natural 
sand 5587   5587     Possible stake-hole 

5587 Fill T3 Fill of [5586] is mixed brown to sandy 
sediment (T3) 5586   5586       Fill of [5586] 

5588 Deposit T3 
Charcoal-rich deposit at W end of 
trench may relate to burning event 
(T3) 

              

5589 Cut T3 Cut of post-hole at W end of trench is 
filled by 5590 (T3) 

Natural 
sand 5590   5590     Posthole 

5590 Fill T3 Fill of [5589] is mixed brown sandy 
sediment (T3) 5589   5589       Fill of [5589] 

5591 Cut T3 Post/stake-hole at W end of trench is 
filled by 5592 (T3) 

Natural 
sand 5592   5592     Posthole 

5592 Fill T3 Fill of [5591] at W end of trench (T3) 5591   5591       Fill of [5591] 

5593 Cut T3 Post/stake-hole at W end of trench is 
filled by 5594 (T3) 

Natural 
sand 5594   5594     Posthole 
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5594 Fill T3 Fill of [5593] at W end of trench (T3) 5593   5593       Fill of [5593] 

5595 Cut T3 Cut of post/stake-hole at W end of 
trench filled by 5596 (T3) 

Natural 
sand 5596   5596     Posthole 

5596 Fill T3 Fill of [5595] at W end of trench (T3) 5595   5595       Fill of [5595] 

5597 Cut T3 Cut of post/stake-hole at W end of 
trench is filled by 5598 (T3) 

Natural 
sand 5598   5598     Posthole 

5598 Fill T3 Fill of [5597] at W end of trench (T3) 5597   5597       Fill of [5597] 

5599 Cut T4 Cut of post/stake-hole at W end of 
trench is filled by 5600 (T3) 

Natural 
sand 5600   5600     Posthole 

5600 Fill T4 Fill of [5599] at W end of trench (T3) 5599   5599       Fill of [5599] 

5601 Cut T4 Cut of post-hole at W end of trench is 
filled by 5602 (T3) 

Natural 
sand 5602   5602     Posthole 

5602 Fill T4 Fill of [5601] at W end of trench (T3) 5601   5601       Fill of [5601] 

5603 Fill T5 Lower fill of gully/cut [5522] is shell-
rich sandy sediment (T5) 5522   5522       Fill of [5522] 

5604 Cut T4/5 Cut of post/stake-hole is filled by 5604 
(T4/5) 

Natural 
sand 5604   5604     Cut for stake/post-hole 

5605 Fill T4/5 Fill of [5604] (T4/5) 5604   5604       Fill of [5604] 

5606 Structure T6 Setting of two large flat slabs within 
slabbed area 5548           Stone door stop/threshold for 

structure (T6) 

5607 Cut T4/5 Cut of post/stake-hole is filled by 5608 
(T4/5) 

Natural 
sand 5608   5608     Cut for stake/post-hole 

5608 Fill T4/5 Fill of [5607] (T4/5) 5607   5607       Fill of [5607] 

5609 Cut T4/5 Cut of post/stake-hole is filled by 5610 
(T4/5) 

Natural 
sand 5610   5610     Cut for stake/post-hole 

5610 Fill T4/5 Fill of [5609] (T4/5) 5609   5609       Fill of [5609] 

5611 Cut T4/5 Cut of post/stake-hole is filled by 5612 
(T4/5) 

Natural 
sand 5612   5612     Cut for stake/post-hole 

5612 Fill T4/5 Fill of [5611] (T4/5) 5611   5611       Fill of [5611] 

5613 Cut T4/5 Cut of post/stake-hole is filled by 5614 
(T4/5) 

Natural 
sand 5614   5614     Cut for stake/post-hole 

5614 Fill T4/5 Fill of [5613] (T4/5) 5613   5613       Fill of [5613] 

5615 Cut T4/5 Cut of post/stake-hole is filled by 5616 
(T4/5) 

Natural 
sand 5616   5616     Cut for stake/post-hole 
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5616 Fill T4/5 Fill of [5615) (T4/5) 5615   5615       Fill of [5615] 

5617 Cut T4/5 Cut of post/stake-hole is filled by 5618 
(T4/5) 

Natural 
sand 5618   5618     Cut for stake/post-hole 

5618 Fill T4/5 Fill of [5617] (T4/5) 5617   5617       Fill of [5617] 

5619 Cut T4/5 Cut of post/stake-hole is filled by 5620 
(T4/5) 

Natural 
sand 5620   5620     Cut for stake/post-hole 

5620 Fill T4/5 Fill of [5619] (T4/5) 5619   5619       Fill of [5619] 

5621 Cut T4/5 Cut of post/stake-hole is filled by 5622 
(T4/5) 

Natural 
sand 5622   5622     Cut for stake/post-hole 

5622 Fill T4/5 Fill of [5621] (T4/5) 5621   5621       Fill of [56211] 

5623 Cut T4/5 Cut of post/stake-hole is filled by 5624 
(T4/5) 

Natural 
sand 5624   5624     Cut for stake/post-hole 

5624 Fill T4/5 Fill of [5623] (T4/5) 5623   5623       Fill of [5623] 

5625 Cut T4/5 Cut of post/stake-hole is filled by 5626 
(T4/5) 

Natural 
sand 5626   5626     Cut for stake/post-hole 

5626 Fill T4/5 Fill of [5625] (T4/5) 5625   5625       Fill of [5625] 

5627 Cut T4/5 Cut of post/stake-hole is filled by 5628 
(T4/5) 

Natural 
sand 5628   5628     Cut for stake/post-hole 

5628 Fill T4/5 Fill of [5627] (T4/5) 5627   5627       Fill of [5627] 

5629 Cut T4/5 Cut of post/stake-hole is filled by 5630 
(T4/5) 

Natural 
sand 5630   5630     Cut for stake/post-hole 

5630 Fill T4/5 Fill of [5629] (T4/5) 5629   5629       Fill of [5629] 

5631 Cut T5 Cut of stake-hole is filled by 5632 (T5) Natural 
sand 5632   5632     Cut for stake/post-hole 

5632 Fill T5 Fill of [5631] (T5) 5631   5631       Fill of [5631] 

5633 Cut T5 Cut of stake-hole is filled by 5634 (T5) Natural 
sand 5634   5634     Cut for posthole 

5634 Fill T5 Fill of [5633] (T5) 5633   5633       Fill of [5633] 

5635 Cut T5 Cut of stake-hole is filled by 5636 (T5) Natural 
sand 5636   5636     Cut for posthole 

5636 Fill T5 Fill of [5635] (T5) 5635   5635       Fill of [5635] 

5637 Cut T5 Cut of stake-hole is filled by 5638 (T5) Natural 
sand 5638   5638     Cut for posthole 
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5638 Fill T5 Fill of [5637] (T5) 5637   5637       Fill of [5637] 

5639 Cut T5 Cut of stake-hole is filled by 5640 (T5) Natural 
sand 5640   5640     Cut for posthole 

5640 Fill T5 Fill of [5639] (T5) 5639   5639       Fill of [5639] 

5641 Cut T5 Cut of stake-hole is filled by 5642 (T5) Natural 
sand 5642   5642     Cut for posthole 

5642 Fill T5 Fill of [5641] (T5) 5641   5641       Fill of [5641] 

5643 Cut T3 Cut of post-hole is filled by 5644 (T3) Natural 
sand 5644   5644     Cut for posthole 

5644 Fill T3 Fill of [5643] (T3) 5643   5643       Fill of [5643] 

5645 Cut T3 Cut of post-hole is filled by 5646 (T3) Natural 
sand 5646   5646     Cut for posthole 

5646 Fill T3 Fill of [5645] (T3) 5645   5645       Fill of [5645] 

5647 Cut T5 Cut of plough furrow (T5) Natural 
sand           Cut for furrow 

5648 Fill T5 Lower fill of possible gully [5522] 
comprises ash and shell (T5) 5653   5522       Lower fill of [5522] 

5649 Cut T3 Cut of post-hole is filled by 5650 (T3) Natural 
sand 5650   5650     Posthole 

5650 Fill T3 
Fill of post-hole [5649] is dark brown 
sediment with darker brown to black 
halo (T3) 

5649   5649       Fill of [5649] 

5651 Cut T3 Cut of post-hole is filled by 5652 (T3) Natural 
sand 5652   5652     Posthole 

5652 Fill T3 Fill of post-hole [5651] is light brown 
sediment with some stone (T3) 5651   5651       Fill of [5651] 

5653 Deposit T5 Cobbles in base of drain [5522] (T5)     5522       Cobble layer in drain 

5654 Deposit T4 Mixed ash deposit with black halo is 
hearth deposit (T3)   5312         Hearth deposit 

5655 Deposit T3 Grey mottled ash under burnt daub 
5461 may be heat affected (T3)   5461         Heat-affected ash layer 

5656 Deposit T3 Mid-brown silty soil lens interleaved in 
5655 (T3)   5461         Soil layer 

5657 Cut T3 Cut of post-hole is filled by 5658 (T3) Natural 
sand 5658   5658     Posthole 
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5658 Fill T3 Fill of post-hole [5657] is mid-brown 
sediment (T3) 5657   5657       Fill of [5657] 

5659 Cut T4 Cut of post-hole with four packing 
stones is filled by 5660 (T4) 

Natural 
sand 5660   5660     Posthole 

5660 Fill T4 

Fill of post-hole [5659] includes four 
packing stones and matrix of mid 
brown sediment with ash inclusions 
(T4) 

5659   5659       Fill of [5659] 

5661 Cut T4 Cut of post-hole/pit is filled by 5662 
(T4) 

Natural 
sand 5662   5662     Posthole 

5662 Fill T4 Fill of post-hole/pit [5661] is charcoal 
and ash-rich dark brown sediment (T4) 5661   5661       Fill of [5661] 

5663 Cut T4 Linear gully slot containing post-holes 
is filled by 5664 (T4) 

Natural 
sand 5664   5664     Gully slot 

5664 Fill T4 
Fill of linear gully slot [5663] is mid 
brown sediment with daub and 
charcoal inclusions (T4) 

5663   5663       Fill of [5663] 

5665 Cut T4 Cut of small post-hole is filled by 5666 
(T4) 

Natural 
sand 5666   5666     Posthole 

5666 Fill T4 
Fill of small post-hole [ 5665] is mid 
brown sandy sediment with daub and 
charcoal inclusions (T4) 

5665   5665       Fill of [5665] 

5667 Cut T4 Cut of post-hole/pit is filled with 5668 
(T4) 

Natural 
sand 5668   5668     Posthole 

5668 Fill T4 
Fill of post-hole/pit [5667] is mid brown 
sediment and displaced packing 
stones (T4) 

5667   5667       Fill of [5667] 

5669 Deposit T6 Sand layer with shell inclusions in SE 
quad area 7 (T6) 5670           Sand layer 

5670 Deposit T6 Sand layer below 5669 (T6)   5669         Sand layer 

5671 Structure T3 
Hearth setting comprises area of heat 
affected stone slabs and sand and ash 
deposits (T3) 

Natural 
sand 5588         Hearth 

5672 Structure T2 
Area of compacted clay/daub with 
sand inclusions and some rounded 
stone is old surface/vennel (T2) 

5538           Slabbed vennel 

5673 Deposit T6 Lens of shell midden within 5344 (T6)             Shell midden 

5674 Cut T3 Shallow oval cut near wall [5012] (T3)   5675   5675     Cut for pit 
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5675 Fill T3 Fill of shallow cut [5674] (T3)  5674   5674       Fill of [5674] 

5676 Cut T2 Suboval, shallow pit, cuts through 
natural sand 

Natural 
sand 5677   5677     Cut for pit 

5677 Fill T2 Mid brown-grey ashy sand with 
several set stones 5676   5676       Fill of [5676] 

5678 Cut T4 Cut of post-hole is filled by 5679 (T4) Natural 
sand 5679   5679     Posthole 

5679 Fill T4 Fill of post-hole [5678] (T4) 5678   5678       Fill of [5678] 

5680 Cut T4 Cut of small post-hole is filled by 5681 
and cuts [5187] (T4) 

Natural 
sand 5681   5681     Posthole 

5681 Fill T4 Fill of post-hole [5680] is mid brown 
silty sediment with charcoal flecks (T4) 5680   5680       Fill of [5680] 

5682 Cut T4 
Cut of building foundation trench is 
intermittent and amorphous and is 
filled by 5683 - same as [5547] (T4) 

Natural 
sand 5683   5683     Cut for foundation trench 

5683 Fill T4 Fill of foundation trench [5682] is mid 
brown sandy sediment (T4) 5682   5682       Fill of [5682] 

5684 Cut T4 
Cut of building foundation trench (west 
gable) is filled by 5685 and is same as 
[5547] (T4) 

Natural 
sand 5685   5685     Cut for foundation trench 

5685 Fill T4 Fill of building foundation trench [5684] 
(T4) 5684   5684       Fill of [5684] 

5686 Structure T4 Post pad within foundation gully [5547] 
is a flat stone (T4) 5547 5548         Post pad 

5687 Cut T3/4/5 Cut for foundation gully/trench is filled 
by 5688 (T3/4) 

Natural 
sand 5688   5688     Cut for foundation trench 

5688 Fill T3/4/5 
Fill of foundation trench [ 5687] is mid 
brown sandy sediment with some 
stone (T3/4) 

5687   5687       Fill of [5687] 

5689 Cut T3/4/5 Cut for foundation gully/trench is filled 
by 5690 (T3/4) 

Natural 
sand 5690   5690     Cut for foundation trench 

5690 Fill T3/4/5 
Fill of foundation trench [5689] is med 
to dark brown sandy sediment with 
some stone (T3/4) 

5689   5689       Fill of [5689] 

5691 Fill T3/4/5 
Fill in base of gully [5542] is 
compacted small stone and shell 
(T3/4/5) 

5542   5542       Fill of [5542] 

5692 Deposit T3/4/5 Curving arc of set stones in E baulk of 5648 5431,         Stone alignment 
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trench (T3/5) 5521 

5693 Deposit T3/4/5 
Vennel/path surface comprises spread 
of slightly compacted gravel between 
buildings (T3/4/5) 

Natural 
sand 5435         Vennel surface 

5694 Cut T3/4 Cut of small post-hole is filled by 5695 
(T3/4) 

Natural 
sand 5695   5695     Posthole 

5695 Fill T3/4 Fill of post-hole [5694] (T3/4) 5694   5694       Fill of [5694] 

5696 Cut T3/4 
Cut for three small stake-holes filled 
with 5697 (T3/4) may have formed 
fence-line (T3/4) 

Natural 
sand 5697   5697     Cut for stakeholes 

5697 Fill T3/4 Fill of three small stake-holes [5696] is 
black charcoal-rich deposit (T3/4) 5696   5696       Fill of [5696] 

5698 Cut T3/4 Cut of small post-hole is filled by 5699 
(T3/4) 

Natural 
sand 5699   5699     Cut for posthole 

5699 Fill T3/4 Fill of post-hole [5698] is daub-rich 
sandy sediment (T3/4) 5698   5698       Fill of [5698] 

5700 Cut T3/4 
Cut of u-shaped gully within building is 
filled by 5648 and may be partition or 
restructuring of building (T3/4) 

Natural 
sand 5648   5648     Cut for shallow gully, building slot? 

5701 Cut T4 Cut for small post-hole is filled by 5702 
(T4) 

Natural 
sand 5702   5702     Posthole 

5702 Fill T4 Fill of post-hole [5701] is daub-rich 
sandy sediment (T4) 5701   5701       Fill of [5701] 

5703 Cut T5 
Cut for possible drain is u-shaped and 
arcing in plan and is filled by 5472 - 
cuts 5700 and 5687 (T5) 

Natural 
sand 5472   5472     Cut for drain 

5704 Cut T5 Cut for building foundation gully/slot is 
filled by 5705 (T5) 

Natural 
sand 5705   5705     Cut for foundation trench 

5705 Fill T5 
Fill of building foundation gully [5704] 
is grey to brown ash with charcoal 
flecks (T5) 

5704   5704       Fill of [5704] 

5706 Cut T4 Cut for building foundation gully/slot is 
filled by 5707 (T4) 

Natural 
sand 5707   5707     Cut for foundation trench 

5707 Fill T4 
Fill of building foundation gully [5706] 
is mid to dark brown sediment with 
upright stone settings (T4)  

5706   5706       Fill of [5706] 

5708 Cut T4 Cut of post-hole is filled by 5709 (T4) Natural 
sand 5709   5709     Posthole 
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5709 Fill T4 

Fill of post-hole [5708] includes 
possible displaced packing stones and 
matrix of mid brown sandy sediment 
(T4) 

5708   5708       Fill of [5708] 

5710 Deposit T4 
Patches of compacted daub may be 
collapse from wattle and daub building 
wall (T4) 

5343 5312         Spread from building collapse 

5711 Deposit T4 
Floor in entrance to building comprises 
compacted dark brown to black sandy 
sediment (T4) 

5343 5324         Floor in building 

5712 Deposit T4 
Floor in entrance to building comprises 
compacted daub within door threshold 
(T4) 

5464 5324         Floor in building 

5713 Structure T4 
Well-laid area of paving slabs within 
building, or may relate to earlier 
access (T4) 

5464 5324         Paved area 

5714 Deposit T4 Pea-gravel matrix between paving 
slabs [5713] (T4) 5464 5324         Gravel for paved area 

5715 Structure T4 Compacted area of cobbles and 
paving within building (T4) 5464 5324         Cobbled surface 

5716 Cut T5 Cuts for two small stake-holes are 
filled by 5717 (T5) 

Natural 
sand 5717   5717     Stakehole cuts 

5717 Fill T5 Fill of two small stake-holes [5716] is 
burnt wood (T5) 5716   5716       Fill of [5716] 

5718 Cut T5 Cuts for three small stake-holes are 
filled by 5719 (T5) 

Natural 
sand 5719   5719     Stakehole cuts 

5719 Fill T5 Fill of three small stake-holes [5718] is 
dark brown sandy sediment (T5) 5718   5718       Fill of [5718] 

5720 Deposit T4 Mixed buff to  yellow ash & sandy 
deposit with fish bone   5711       5463? Ash deposit 

5721 Fill T4 Mixed charcoal - rich fill with daub 
lumps 5711           Pit or post-hole fill 

5722 Fill T4 Mid to dark brown sandy sediment 
with charcoal flecks   5721         Pit or post-hole fill 

5723 Cut T3 Cut of post-hole is steep sided 0.22 
diameter x 0.25 deep 

Natural 
sand 5724   5724     Post-hole 

5724 Fill T3 Fill of post-hole is mid-brown sediment 
flecked with charcoal 5723   5723       Fill of post-hole 
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5725 Cut T3 Cut of post-hole is shallow 0.18 x 
0.15x 0.20 deep 

Natural 
sand 5726   5726     Post-hole 

5726 Fill T3 Fill of post-hole is mid-brown sediment 
with charcoal flecks 5725   5725       Fill of post-hole 

5727 Cut T3 Shallow cut is 0.12 deep with angled 
sides 

Natural 
sand 5728   5728     Post-hole 

5728 Fill T3 Mid brown sediment with charcoal 
flecks 5727   5727       Fill of post-hole 

5729 Cut T4 Cut is 0.18 diameter and 0.18 deep Natural 
sand 5730   5730     Post-hole 

5730 Fill T4 Mid brown sediment with daub and 
charcoal flecks 5729   5729       Fill of post-hole 

5731 Cut T4 Cut is 0.20 x 0.16 x 0.18 deep packing 
stone 

Natural 
sand 5732   5732     Post-hole 

5732 Fill T4 Mid brown sediment with charcoal 
flecks 5731   5731       Fill of post-hole 

5733 Cut T4 Cut is 0.20 diameter x 0.20 deep Natural 
sand 5734   5735     Post-hole 

5734 Fill T4 Mid brown sediment with charcoal 
flecks 5733   5733       Fill of post-hole 

5735 Cut T4 Cut is 0.22m square x 0.22m deep Natural 
sand 5726   5736     Post-hole 

5736 Fill T4 Mid brown sediment with charcoal 
flecks 5725   5735       Fill of post-hole 

5737 Cut T4 Cut is 0.22m x0.18mx 0.18m deep Natural 
sand 5738   5738     Post-hole 

5738 Fill T4 Mid brown sediment with small stone 
matrix 5737   5737       Fill of post-hole 

5739 Cut T4 Cut is 0.18 m diameter x 0.16 deep 
with steep sides 

Natural 
sand 5740   5740     Post-hole 

5740 Fill T4 Mid brown sediment with charcoal 
flecks 5739   5739       Fill of post-hole 

5741 Cut T4 Cut within (5682) is 0.24m diameter x 
0.52m deep - steep sides 

Natural 
sand 5742   5742     Post-hole 

5742 Fill T4 Mid brown sediment with charcoal 
flecks 5741   5741       Fill of post-hole 

5743 Cut T4 Cut of post-hole is 0.14m diameter x 
0.25 deep 

Natural 
sand 5744   5744     Post-hole 
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5744 Fill T4 Mid brown sediment with charcoal 
flecks 5743   5743       Fill of post-hole 

5745 Cut T4 Cut is steep sided and 0.28m x 0.20m 
x 0.30m deep 

Natural 
sand 5746   5746     Post-hole 

5746 Fill T4 Mid brown sediment with small stones 
& charcoal flecks 5745   5745       Fill of post-hole 

5747 Cut T4 Cut is squared - 0.18m x 0.14m x 
0.20m deep 

Natural 
sand 57748   5748     Post-hole 

5748 Fill T4 Mid brown sediment with charcoal 
flecks 5747   5747       Fill of post-hole 

5749 Cut T4 Cut 0.16m square x 0.18deep Natural 
sand 5750   5750     Post-hole 

5750 Fill T4 Mid to dark brown sediment with 
charcoal flecks 5749   5749       Fill of post-hole 

5751 Cut T4 Amorphous shaped cut disturbed by 
animal burrow 

Natural 
sand 5752   5752     Possible post-hole 

5752 Fill T4 Mid to dark brown sediment with two 
displaced packing stones 5751   5751       Fill of post-hole? 

5753 Structure T4 Flat sandstone post pad 0.28 x 0.26x 
0.12m deep             Post pad 

5754 Cut T4 Cut is 0.22m diameter x 0.25m deep Natural 
sand 5755   5755     Post-hole 

5755 Fill T4 Mid to dark brown sediment with daub 
and charcoal flecks 5754   5754       Fill of post-hole 

5756 Cut T4 Shallow cut 0.18m square x 0.08m 
deep 

Natural 
sand 5757   5757     Post-hole 

5757 Fill T4 Mid brown sediment with charcoal 
flecks 5756   5756       Fill of post-hole 

5758 Cut T4 Secondary cut with packing stones is 
0.20 diameter x 0.30m deep 

Natural 
sand 5759   5759     Post-hole 

5759 Fill T4 Mid brown sediment with charcoal and 
daub flecks 5758   5758       Fill of post-hole 

5760 Cut T4 Primary cut of post-hole is 0.30m 
diameter x 0.35m deep 

Natural 
sand 5761   5761     Post-hole 

5761 Fill T4 Fill of cut is dark brown sediment with 
charcoal flecks 5760   5760       Fill of post-hole 

5762 Cut T4 Cut is steep sides, 0.2m diameter and 
0.28m deep 

Natural 
sand 5763   5763     Post-hole 
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5763 Fill T4 Fill is mid brown sediment with 
charcoal flecks 5762   5762       Fill of post-hole 

5764 Cut T4 Steep sided cut, 0.18m diameter and 
0.25 m deep 

Natural 
sand 5765   5765     Post-hole 

5765 Fill T4 Fill of post-hole is mid to dark brown 
sediment - charcoal flecks 5764   5764       Fill of post-hole 

5766 Cut T4 Cut is shallow slot feature 0.26m wide 
and > 0.07m deep 

Natural 
sand 5767   5767     Gully slot 

5767 Fill T4 Mid  brown sediment with odd 
charcoal fleck 5766   5766       Fill of gully slot 

5768 Cut T4 Curvilinear cut is > 0.27m wide and 
0.22 m deep 

Natural 
sand 5769   5769     Foundation gully slot 

5769 Fill T4 Mid to dark brown sandy sediment      
with small stones and charcoal flecks 5768   5768       Fill of gully slot 

5770 Cut T4 Cut is steep sided, 0.24 diameter and 
0.3m deep 

Natural 
sand 5771   5771     Post-hole 

5771 Fill T4 Dark brown sandy sediment with 
charcoal flecks 5770   5770       Fill of post-hole 

5772 Cut T4 Cut is 0.4m x 0.22  & >0.15m deep Natural 
sand 5773   5773     Upper post-hole cut 

5773 Fill T4 Mid to dark brown sandy sediment 
with charcoal flecks 5772   5772       Fill of upper post cut 

5774 Cut T4 Cut is 0.18m x 0.16m and 0.34m deep Natural 
sand 5775   5775     Cut of post hole 

5775 Fill T4 Dark brown sandy sediment with 
charcoal flecks and daub 5774   5774       Fill of post-hole 

5776 Cut  T4 Cut is 0.42m x 0.25m and >0.28m 
deep 

Natural 
sand 5777   5777     Post-hole cut 

5777 Fill T4 Dark brown sandy sediment with 
occasional charcoal flecks 5776   5776       Fill of post-hole 

5778 Cut T4 Cut is square shaped 0.28m x 0.24m 
and 0.32m deep 

Natural 
sand 5779   5779 5780, 

5782   Post-hole cut 

5779 Fill T4 Dark brown soil with charcoal flecks 5778   5778       Fill of [5778] 

5780 Cut T4 Amorphous cut measuring 0.6m x 
0.48m and 0.35m deep 

Natural 
sand 5781   5781     Post-hole 

5781 Fill T4 Mid-dark brown sandy soil with 
charcoal flecks 5780   5780       Fill of post-holes 
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5782 Cut T4 Subcircular cut measuring 0.28m in 
diameter and 0.28m deep 

Natural 
sand 5783   5783     Post-hole 

5783 Fill T4 Dark brown sandy soil with charcoal 
flecks 5782   5782       Fill of post-hole 

5784 Cut T4 Subcircular cut measuring 0.2m in 
diameter and 0.32m deep 

Natural 
sand 5785   5785     Post-hole 

5785 Fill T4 Dark brown sandy soil with occasional 
charcoal flecks 5784   5784       Fill of post-hole 

5786 Cut T4 Subcircular cut measuring 0.25m in 
diameter and 0.28m deep 

Natural 
sand 5787   5787     Post-hole 

5787 Fill T4 Mid-dark brown sandy soil with 
charcoal flecks 5786   5786       Fill of post-hole 

5788 Cut T4 Subcircular cut measuring 0.23m in 
diameter and 0.25m deep 

Natural 
sand 5789   5789     Post-hole 

5789 Fill T4 Mid-dark brown sandy soil with clay 
daub and charcoal flecks 5788   5788       Fill of post-hole 

5790 Cut T4 Subcircular cut measuring 0.22m in 
diameter and 0.3m deep 

Natural 
sand 5791   5791     Post-hole 

5791 Fill T4 Dark brown sandy soil with charcoal 
flecks 5790   5790       Fill of post-hole 

5792 Cut T4 Subcircular cut measuring 0.14m in 
diameter and 0.25m deep 

Natural 
sand 5793   5793     Post-hole 

5793 Fill T4 Dark brown sandy soil with clay daub 
and charcoal flecks 5792   5792       Fill of post-hole 

5794 Cut T4 Subrectangular cut measuring 0.22m x 
0.14m and 0.3m deep 

Natural 
sand 5795   5795     Post-hole 

5795 Fill T4 Mid-dark brown sandy soil with 
charcoal flecks 5794   5794       Fill of post-hole 

5796 Cut T4 Suboval cut measuring 0.24m x 0.16m 
and 0.28m deep 

Natural 
sand 5797   5797     Post-hole 

5797 Fill T4 Mid brown sandy soil with clay daub 
and charcoal flecks 5796   5796       Fill of post-hole 

5798 Cut T4 Amorphous cut measuring 0.6m x 
0.42m and 0.18m deep 

Natural 
sand 5799   5799     Post-hole 

5799 Fill T4 Mid brown sandy soil with charcoal 
flecks 5798   5798       Fill of post-hole 

5800 Cut T4 Suboval cut measuring 0.34m x 0.28m 
and 0.3m deep 

Natural 
sand 5801   5801     Post-hole 
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5801 Fill T4 Mid-dark brown sandy soil with clay 
daub and charcoal flecks 5800   5800       Fill of post-hole 

5802 Cut T4 Amorphous cut measuring 0.38m x 
0.24m and 0.28m deep 

Natural 
sand 5803   5803     Post-hole 

5803 Fill T4 Mid brown sandy soil with charcoal 
flecks and orange ash patches 5802   5802       Fill of post-hole 

5804 Cut T4 Subcircular cut measuring 0.18m in 
diameter and 0.28m deep 

Natural 
sand 5805   5805     Post-hole 

5805 Fill T4 Mid-dark brown sandy soil with 
charcoal flecks 5804   5804       Fill of post-hole 

5806 Cut T4 Subcircular cut measuring 0.16m in 
diameter and 0.25m deep 

Natural 
sand 5807   5807     Post-hole 

5807 Fill T4 Mid-dark brown sandy soil with 
charcoal flecks 5806   5806       Fill of post-hole 

5808 Cut T4 Subcircular cut measuring 0.28m x 
0.18m and 0.3m deep 

Natural 
sand 5809   5809     Post-hole 

5809 Fill T4 Dark brown sandy soil with clay daub 
and charcoal flecks 5808   5808       Fill of post-hole 

5810 Cut T4 Subcircular cut measuring 0.2m in 
diameter and 0.28m deep 

Natural 
sand 5811   5811     Post-hole 

5811 Fill T4 Mid-dark brown sandy soil with 
charcoal flecks 5810   5810       Fill of post-hole 

5812 Cut T4 Square cut measuring 0.2m wide and 
0.32m deep 

Natural 
sand 5813   5813     Post-hole 

5813 Fill T4 Dark brown sandy soil with occasional 
charcoal flecks 5812   5812       Fill of post-hole 

5814 Cut T4 Square cut measuring 0.2m wide and 
0.28m deep 

Natural 
sand 5815   5815     Post-hole 

5815 Fill T4 Dark brown sandy soil with some 
charcoal flecks 5814   5814       Fill of post-hole 

5816 Cut T4 Square cut measuring 0.18m wide and 
0.25m deep 

Natural 
sand 5817   5817     Post-hole 

5817 Fill T4 Mid brown sandy soil with clay daub 
and charcoal flecks 5816   5816       Fill of post-hole 

5818 Cut T4 Amorphous cut measuring 0.26m x 
0.22m and 0.26m deep 

Natural 
sand 5819   5819     Post-hole 

5819 Fill T4 Mid brown sandy soil with clay daub 
and charcoal flecks 5818   5818       Fill of post-hole 
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5820 Cut T4 Square cut measuring 0.18m wide and 
0.2m deep 

Natural 
sand 5821   5821     Post-hole 

5821 Fill T4 Mid brown sandy soil with some shell 
fragments and charcoal flecks 5820   5820       Fill of post-hole 

5822 Structure T4 Area of well laid flat slabs bounded by 
cut [5768]             Paved area inside building 

5823 Cut T4 
Subcircular, steep sided cut 
measuring 0.3m in diameter and 
0.32m deep 

Natural 
sand 5824   5824     Post-hole 

5824 Fill T4 Mid brown sandy soil with rare 
charcoal flecks 5823   5823       Fill of post-hole 

5825 Cut T4 
Subcircular cut measuring 0.27m in 
diameter; visible in trench baulk, not 
excavated 

Natural 
sand 5826   5826     Post-hole 

5826 Fill T4 Mid-dark brown sandy soil with large 
stone clasts 5825   5825       Fill of post-hole 

5827 Cut T4 Elongated cut measuring 0.44m x 
0.28m and 0.28m deep 

Natural 
sand 5828   5828     Possible post-hole 

5828 Fill T4 Mid brown sandy soil with occasional 
charcoal flecks 5827   5827       Fill of post-hole 

5829 Cut T4 Subcircular cut measuring 0.28m in 
diameter and 0.34m deep 

Natural 
sand 5830   5830     Post-hole 

5830 Fill T4 Dark brown sandy soil with clay daub 
and charcoal flecks 5829   5829       Fill of post-hole 

5831 Cut T4 
Subcircular cut measuring 0.28m in 
diameter and 0.34m deep, visible in 
trench baulk 

Natural 
sand 5832   5832     Post-hole 

5832 Fill T4 Dark brown sandy soil with some shell 
fragments and charcoal flecks 5831   5831       Fill of post-hole 

5833 Cut T4 
Subcircular cut measuring 0.26m in 
diameter, visible in trench baulk, not 
excavated 

Natural 
sand 5834   5834     Post-hole 

5834 Fill T4 Dark brown sandy soil with some 
charcoal, bone and shell fragments 5833   5833       Fill of post-hole 

5835 Cut T4 
Shallow cut with stone fill, located in 
base of gully; measures 0.28m in 
diameter 

Natural 
sand 5836   5836     Post-hole 

5836 Fill T4 
Dark brown sandy soil with some 
charcoal flecks, fish bone, stone and 
shell fragments 

5835   5835       Fill of post-hole 
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5837 Cut T4 Shallow cut, located in base of gully; 
measures 0.26m in diameter 

Natural 
sand 5838   5838     Post-hole 

5838 Fill T4 
Dark brown sandy soil with some 
charcoal flecks, fish bone, stone and 
shell fragments 

5837   5837       Fill of post-hole 

5839 Cut T4 Shallow cut, located to S of gully; 
measures 0.18m in diameter 

Natural 
sand 5840   5840     Post-hole 

5840 Fill T4 Mid brown sandy soil with clay daub 
and charcoal flecks 5839   5839       Fill of post-hole 

5841 Cut T4 Shallow cut, located in base of gully; 
measures 0.18m in diameter 

Natural 
sand 5842   5842     Post-hole 

5842 Fill T4 
Dark brown sandy soil with some 
charcoal flecks, fish bone and shell 
fragments 

5841   5841       Fill of post-hole 

5843 Cut T4 Shallow cut, located in base of gully; 
measures 0.16m in diameter 

Natural 
sand 5844   5844     Post-hole 

5844 Fill T4 Dark brown sandy soil with some 
charcoal flecks, fish bone  5843   5843       Fill of post-hole 

5845 Cut T4 Subcircular cut measuring 0.24m in 
diameter with 2x packing stones 

Natural 
sand 5846   5846     Post-hole 

5846 Fill T4 Light brown sandy soil with some 
charcoal flecks, fish bone  5845   5845       Fill of post-hole 

5847 Cut T4 Shallow cut, located in base of gully; 
measures 0.25m in diameter 

Natural 
sand 5848   5848     Post-hole 

5848 Fill T4 Light brown sandy soil with some 
charcoal flecks, fish bone  5847   5847       Fill of post-hole 

5849 Cut T4 Suboval cut measuring 0.24m x 0.18m 
and 0.32m deep 

Natural 
sand 5850   5850     Post-hole 

5850 Fill T4 Dark brown sandy soil with some 
charcoal flecks 5849   5849       Fill of post-hole 

5851 Cut T4 
Subcircular cut measuring 0.28m in 
diameter and 0.34m deep; located to 
SE side of gully cut 

Natural 
sand 5852   5852     Post-hole 

5852 Fill T4 Dark brown sandy soil with some 
small stones and charcoal flecks 5851   5851       Fill of post-hole 

5853 Cut T4 
Shallow cut, located in side of gully; 
measures 0.28m in diameter and 
0.35m deep 

Natural 
sand 5854   5854     Post-hole 
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5854 Fill T4 
Dark brown-black sandy soil with 
some burnt daub fragments and 
charcoal flecks 

5853   5853       Fill of post-hole 

5855 Cut T4 
Subcircular, steep-sided cut 
measuring 0.34m x 0.3m and 0.34m 
deep 

Natural 
sand 5856   5856 5857   Post-hole 

5856 Fill T4 
Dark brown-black sandy soil with 
some burnt daub fragments and 
charcoal flecks 

5855   5855       Fill of post-hole 

5857 Cut T4 
Elongated cut measuring 0.3m x 
0.26m and 0.18m deep; cuts through 
[5855] 

Natural 
sand 5858   5858     Post-hole? 

5858 Fill T4 
Dark brown-black sandy soil with 
some burnt daub fragments and 
charcoal flecks 

5857   5857       Fill of post-hole 

5859 Cut T4 
Shallow cut, located in base of gully; 
measures 0.28m in diameter and 
0.12m deep 

Natural 
sand 5860   5860     Post base 

5860 Fill T4 Dark brown sandy soil with charcoal 
flecks 5859   5859       Fill of [5859] 

5861 Structure T4 Large stone post pad measuring 
0.44m x 0.25m and 0.25m deep 5684           Post pad 

5862 Structure T4 Post pad in gully base measures 
0.34m x 0.24m and 0.05m thick 5684           Post pad 

5863 Cut T4 
Shallow cut, located in side of gully; 
measures 0.2m in diameter and 0.28m 
deep 

Natural 
sand 5864   5864     Post-hole 

5864 Fill T4 
Mid-dark brown sandy soil with 
fragments of burnt daub and charcoal 
flecks 

5863   5863       Fill of post-hole 

5865 Cut T4 
Subcircular cut, located in side of 
gully; measures 0.2m in diameter and 
0.26m deep 

Natural 
sand 5866   5866     Post-hole 

5866 Fill T4 
Mid-dark brown sandy soil with 
fragments of burnt daub and charcoal 
flecks 

5865   5865       Fill of post-hole 

5867 Cut T4 Rectangular cut measuring 0.58m 
NW-SE x 0.3m and 0.4m deep 

Natural 
sand 5868   5868     Post-hole 

5868 Fill T4 Dark brown sandy soil with fragments 
of ceramic and charcoal flecks 5867   5867       Fill of post-hole 
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5869 Deposit T1 Dark brown-grey soily silt with 
charcoal and daub fragments 5221 5224, 

5209         Soil layer on which building [5209] 
was constructed 

5870 Structure T1 
Setting of small upright slabs forming 
post/cruck setting in N corner of NE 
wall of [5209] 

            Post/cruck-slot in N corner building 
[5209] 

5871 Structure T1 Small setting of upright stones in SE 
corner of T1, cuts through (5469) 5469           Post-hole 

5872 Deposit T1 Dark grey-black silt, NE end T1 within 
area defined by [5209] 

Natural 
sand 5221         Soil layer predating burning event 

5873 Fill T1 

Dark brown-grey silty soil with frequent 
small stone cobbles and clasts, 
contains mixed material of 18th/19th c. 
ceramic, iron, glass 

5885 5224 5885       Fill of cut [5885] 

5874 Deposit T1 Mid brown sandy silt     5271         Soil layer, predating burning event 

5875 Structure T1 

Mostly linear alignment of large slabs 
underlying vennel [5224], cut by 
[5505]; gravel layer (5475) runs up to 
this 

5890, 5917 5271         Slabs/lintels covering cut [5917] 

5876 Cut T1 
Small setting of upright stones, NE 
end of T1/2 to NW side of vennel 
[5273] 

            Post-hole in group with [5877], 
[5878] 

5877 Cut T1 

Double post-hole cut with small upright 
stones, measuring 0.24m and 0.35m 
in diameter; to NE end of T1/2 to NW 
side of vennel [5273] 

Natural 
sand 5993   5993     Post-hole in group with [5876], 

[5878] 

5878 Cut T1 
Small setting of upright stones, NE 
end of T1/2 to NW side of vennel 
[5273] 

            Post-hole in group with [5876], 
[5877] 

5879 Deposit T1 Heat-affected mid orange clay with 
intense charcoal fragments   5574       5221 Burning event, same of (5221) 

5880 Structure T1 

Ephemeral setting of medium rounded 
cobbles and small slabs within a daub 
base forming remains of probable wall 
base 

5258 5252         Remnants of wall base, probably 
continuation of [5470] 

5881 Structure T1 
Ephemeral setting of small 
stones/daub forming possible post 
setting 

5267 5258         Post setting? 

5882 Deposit T1 Spread of pale pink clay with gravel 
and small stone inclusions 5221 5267         Spread of collapsed wall from 

building [5883] 
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5883 Structure T1 

Alignment of small upright stones, 
some small slabs and large upright 
stones within a clay base; truncated by 
pit [5505], [5885] 

5221 5267         Remnants of wall base, part of 
[5884] 

5884 Structure T1 Narrow linear slot parallel to [5883], 
filled by clay deposit (5882)             Beam/wall slot, part of [5883] 

5885 Cut T1 

Amorphous, almost suboval cut, near 
S corner T1; lined on SE side by a 
hardened bank of soil and on the base 
by slabs [5894] has disturbed the 
vennel slabs [5285] and cut through 
(5267) and (5221); upper edge of cut 
difficult to define 

5882 
5224, 
5873, 
5894 

  5873, 
5894     

Medieval pit, the congealed bank of 
material and stones at the base 
could suggest an industrial or 
waste use (?) 

5886 Cut T1 
Amorphous, almost suboval cut with 
steep sides and mostly flat base; S 
corner T1; has cut through [5285] 

5267, 5285 5887   5887     Late or post-medieval cut? Post-
hole? 

5887 Fill T1 
Mid brown sandy soil with mixture of 
animal bone, shell fragments, 
medieval ceramics 

5886 5258 5886       Fill of [5886] 

5888 Deposit T1/2 
Dark brown-black packed layer of silty 
soil with charcoal fragments and some 
small stone clasts 

5908 5393 5908       Fill of [5908] 

5889 Deposit T1/2 Mid brown-grey sandy silt   5535           

5890 Fill T1 Grey ash layer with charcoal 
fragments 5892 5875 5917       Fill of [5917], under of [5875] 

5891 Structure T1/2 

Sloped setting for a kerb / surface of 
large cobbles and clast angled 
downward against the SE side of wall 
[5363]; measures 1.4m long 

5574           Part of building [5363] for 
drainage? 

5892 Fill T1 Dark grey-black compact clayey loam 5221 5890         Lower fill of [5917]? 

5893 Deposit T1 Pale pink soft clay/daub 5499 5221         Clay floor or building daub? 

5894 Deposit T1 
Packed group of small stones and 
some small horizontal slabs at the 
base of pit [5885] 

5885 5873 5885       Packing or slabbed surface in pit 

5895 Structure T1/2 Small setting of heat-cracked slabs, 
underlies and predates [5362] 5393 5362, 

5230         Hearth setting 

5896 Structure T3 Surface of small cobbles and gravel 
over clay 

Natural 
sand 5116         Cobble surface - road or yard 
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5897 Deposit T2 

Dark brown-grey, loosely compact soil 
with intense periwinkle, animal bone, 
large fish bone, mussel shell 
fragments and some medieval pot 
sherds 

5904 5400, 
5574         Midden layer that underlies thick 

ash layer 

5898 Fill T2 Dark brown-grey silty soil, very clean 6071   5899       Upper fill of cut [5899] 

5899 Cut T2 
Keyhole-shaped cut in the SE end of 
T2, cuts through ash layer (5534), 
vennel [5535] and (5977) 

5574 6072, 
6074   

5898, 
6071-

4 
    Cut for well construction, cuts 

through [5574] ash layer 

5900 Deposit T1 Mottled ashy clay layer containing 
burnt grain 

Natural 
sand 5221         Part of burning event, burnt 

material containing barley 

5901 Deposit T1 Pale yellow silty ash at NE end of T1 Natural 
sand 5221         Part of burning event, ash layer 

5902 Deposit T1 
Mixed black-orange-buff silty ash layer 
with charcoal lumps and medieval pot 
sherds 

Natural 
sand 5538 5925     5396, 

5221 

Burning event, contains collapsed 
structural remains and has 
collapsed into ditch [5925] 

5903 Deposit T1 Clay patch with gravel on the same 
horizon as (5902) 

Natural 
sand 5538         Remains of building material 

5904 Fill T2 Grey compact ash layer with frequent 
charcoal fragments 5905 5906 5905       Ash layer, fill of [5905] 

5905 Cut T2 

Linear cut to SE side of vennel slabs 
[5525]; ditch cut identified in Sondage 
8 and aligns with cut in T1 SE 
extension; 

5907 5535, 
5904   5904     Ditch to SE side of vennel [5535] 

5906 Deposit T2 Dark brown sandy soil with charcoal 
fragments and small stones 5904 5574, 

5897         Ash layer 

5907 Deposit T2 
Mid brown-pale orange, compact 
sandy ash on same horizon as (5897); 
cut by [5905] 

Natural 
sand 5574     5905   Ash layer 

5908 Cut T1/2 Cut for a shallow, U-shaped ditch Natural 
sand 5888   5888     Basal remains of a shallow ditch 

5909 Deposit T1/2 
Hardened sandy clay compact layer at 
the base of (5906) that abuts natural 
sand below ditch [5908] 

Natural 
sand 5906       5973 Early clay floor - also noted along 

SE half of T2 sondage 

5910 Deposit T1/2 Mixed brown-yellow sand that abuts 
(5909) 5939 5906, 

5930         Early occupation layer 

5911 Deposit T1/2 Black silty soil, possibly containing 
grain or other organic material 5414 5230       5414 Possibly part of (5414) 
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5912 Structure T1/2 
Large circular slab, cracked into large 
fragments by heat affects, with central 
perforation 

5913, 5914 5911         Mill-stone, reused as hearth 

5913 Cut T1/2 Close-fitting circular cut into which 
[5912] slab is set 5914 5912         Cut for hearth setting [5912] 

5914 Deposit T1/2 Dark brown-black silty ash layer with 
some charcoal fragments 5916 5912, 

5911     5913   
Occupation surface, rich in 
charcoal - related to hearth use or 
burning event? 

5915 Deposit T1 
Dark grey-black sandy silt with 
charcoal fragments and some patches 
of hardened clay 

Natural 
sand 

5535, 
5388, 
5432 

        Lowest occupation/soil layer in T1, 
pre-burning event 

5916 Deposit T1/2 Mixed grey-brown ash layer with 
charcoal fragments 5939 5914         Early soil layer, predates burning 

event 

5917 Cut T1 
Linear cut, difficult to define (approx. 
0.45m wide), but appears to have cut 
through burning layer (5221) 

5221 5890   5890     Cut for ditch (?) 

5918 Deposit T2 

Mid orange burnt clay layer with 
frequent charcoal fragments, medieval 
pot sherds and some bone, NE end of 
T2 

5920 5902       5902, 
5919 Burning layer, same as (5396) 

5919 Deposit T2 
Black silt with intense burnt 
wattle/daub timbers; occasional 
patches of bright yellow-orange sand 

5920 5918       5902, 
5918 

Collapsed structures from burning 
event, part of (5918) 

5920 Deposit T2 Mid brown silty soil Natural 
sand 5918         Early soil layer, predates burning 

event 

5921 Deposit T2 

Mid orange burnt clay layer with 
frequent charcoal fragments and 
lumps of pale pink clay and medieval 
pot, NE end of T2 

5920 5902       5902, 
5918 Burning layer same as (5918) 

5922 Deposit T2 Mid brown sand with some patches of 
clay and burning 

Natural 
sand 

5902, 
5400         Early soil layer  

5923 Structure T2 2x flat slabs surrounding by small 
upright stones 

Natural 
sand 5920         Post pad 

5924 Deposit T2 Mid orange burnt clay with some 
charcoal fragments 5927, 5935 5919       5902, 

5919 Burning layer 

5925 Cut T2 
Wide U-profile ditch visible as cut in 
sand below burning event; 1m wide, 
surviving 0.2-0.3m deep 

Natural 
sand 5926   5926     Wide, linear ditch on NE side of T2, 

predates burning event 

5926 Fill T2 Mid brown silty soil with occasional 
stones 5925 5396 5925       Fill of ditch [5925] 
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5927 Deposit T2 Pale pink-grey clay with inclusions of 
small pebbles 

Natural 
sand 5924         Clay surface just overlying natural 

5928 Structure T1 
Mixture of small angular sandstones, 
pea gravel and sand forming gravel 
surface under vennel [5285] 

Natural 
sand 5285       5977 Early gravel surface 

5929 Deposit T2 Mixed buff-grey sandy ash, abuts ditch 
[5925] 

Natural 
sand 5902         Early soil / occupation layer 

5930 Deposit T1/2 
Pale pink-buff compact clay layer with 
some patches of ash; in sondage to 
NW side of wall [5363] 

5939, 5940 5902         Floor surface 

5931 Cut T1 Suboval cut through sand at NE end of 
T1 

Natural 
sand 5932   5932     Post-hole 

5932 Fill T1 Dark brown ashy soil with some 
stones, uprights on the NE side 5931 5432 5931       Fill of [5931] 

5933 Structure T1 
Setting of small stones with some flat 
slabs, possibly for timber post settings; 
located to the NW side of T1/2 

Natural 
sand 5528         Ephemeral structural remains? 

5934 Deposit T1 Dark brown silty ash layer, located in 
the NW side of T1/2 

Natural 
sand 5528         Early soil layer, predates burning 

event 
5935 Deposit T2 Natural sand   5929         Natural sand 

5936 Cut T2 Shallow slot measuring 2m long NW-
SE and cutting through natural sand 5935 5937   5937     Shallow slot - unknown use 

5937 Deposit T2 Mid pink-brown sand with small clay 
patches 5936   5936       Fill of slot [5936] 

5938 Deposit T1/2 

Fine rounded gravel and sand/shell, 
over an area 0.75m x 0.75m; 0.15m 
thick; in sondage to NW side of wall 
[5363] 

5930 5930         Infill of beach sand to make up 
space within a worn surface 

5939 Deposit T1/2 
Dark brown-black charcoal-rich silty 
sand, thin lens; contains medieval pot 
sherds on the surface 

5940, 
Natural 
sand 

5930         Thin occupation layer 

5940 Structure T1/2 

Roughly circular setting of 5 
sandstone slabs, fire-cracked and 
reddened; three stakehole cuts around 
it NE end of sondage next to wall 
[5363] 

Natural 
sand 

5939, 
5930         Hearth setting with 3 associated 

stakeholes [6049] [6051] [6055] 

5941 Cut T2 
Ephemeral cut 0.3m in diameter, 
0.14m deep, associated with slot 
[5936] 

Natural 
sand 5943   5943     Possible remains of post-hole 
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5942 Cut T2 
Ephemeral cut 0.3m in diameter, 
0.14m deep, associated with slot 
[5936] 

Natural 
sand 5944   5944     Possible remains of post-hole 

5943 Fill T2 Dark brown sand with charcoal and 
clay patches 5941   5941       Fill of [5941] 

5944 Fill T2 Dark brown sand with charcoal   5941   5942       Fill of [5942] 

5945 Fill T1/2 Dark grey-brown ash, moderately 
compact 5946 5528 5946       Fill of [5946] 

5946 Cut T1/2 Suboval pit 0.9m NE-SW x 0.4m Natural 
sand 5945   5945     Suboval pit - post-hole? 

5947 Fill T1 
Dark brown-grey ashy soily silt with 
charcoal flecks and occasional burnt 
fragments 

5948 5892, 
5221 5948       Fill of [5948] 

5948 Cut T1 Circular cut 0.3m in diameter Natural 
sand 5947   5947     

Post-hole, part of a group of similar 
post-holes forming a structure in 
NE end T1 

5949 Fill T1 
Dark brown-grey ashy soily silt with 
charcoal flecks and occasional burnt 
fragments 

5950 5892, 
5221 5950       Fill of [5950] 

5950 Cut T1 Circular cut 0.3m in diameter Natural 
sand 5949   5949     

Post-hole, part of a group of similar 
post-holes forming a structure in 
NE end T1 

5951 Fill T1 
Dark brown-grey ashy soily silt with 
charcoal flecks and occasional burnt 
fragments 

5952 5892, 
5221 5952       Fill of [5952] 

5952 Cut T1 Circular cut 0.3m in diameter Natural 
sand 5951   5951     

Post-hole, part of a group of similar 
post-holes forming a structure in 
NE end T1 

5953 Fill T1 
Dark brown-grey ashy soily silt with 
charcoal flecks and occasional burnt 
fragments 

5954 5892, 
5221 5954       Fill of [5954] 

5954 Cut T1 Subcircular cut 0.3m x 0.37m Natural 
sand 5953   5953     

Post-hole, part of a group of similar 
post-holes forming a structure in 
NE end T1 

5955 Fill T1 Mixed mid brown soil and clay patches 
with upright stones packed in 5956 5221 5956       Fill of [5956] 

5956 Cut T1 Subcircular cut approx. 0.35m 
diameter, E side T1 5892 5955   5955     Post-hole 

5957 Fill T1 Mid brown-grey ashy soil with patches 
of pink clay 5958 5892 5958       Fill of [5958] 
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5958 Cut T1 Subcircular cut approx. 0.3m diameter, 
NE side T1 

Natural 
sand 5957   5957     

Post-hole, part of a group of similar 
post-holes forming a structure in 
NE end T1 

5959 Fill T1 Mixed compact pink clay and dark 
brown soil 5960   5960       Fill of [5960] 

5960 Cut T1 
Narrow linear slot that contains 
several small clusters of small, upright 
stone clasts 

Natural 
sand 5959   5959     Beam/wall slot with stakeholes 

5961 Fill T1 

Compact suboval surface of large 
rounded cobbles and subangular 
stone, NE end of T1, cuts through 
burning layer (5221) 

5962   5964       Upper fill of [5964] 

5962 Fill T1 
Dark brown-grey sandy soil with 
shellfish fragments, at same horizon 
as (5499)? 

5963 5961 5964       Middle fill of [5964] 

5963 Fill T1 Mixed light brown-orange pea gravelly 
sand   5962 5964       Lower fill of [5964] 

5964 Cut T1 Suboval cut at NE end of T1 Natural 
sand 5963   5961-

3   6030? Early pit - unknown use 

5965 Structure T1 
Small cluster of upright stones at NE 
end of T1 to NW of [5964] and under 
hearth [5432] 

Natural 
sand 5432         Post/stake-hole 

5966 Structure T1 
Cluster of small, subcircular cuts, 
some with small upright stones, in NE 
end of T1, related to [5965] 

Natural 
sand 5432         Small stakeholes 

5967 Fill T1 Dark brown-black soily silt with 
charcoal fragments 5968 5432 5968       Fill of [5968] 

5968 Cut T1 Small suboval cut to NW side of [5931] 
in NE end of T1 

Natural 
sand 5967   5967     Post-hole (?) 

5969 Fill T2 Blackened silty soil with hardened clay 
patches 5970 5902 5970       Fill of [5970] 

5970 Cut T2 Suboval double post-hole cut through 
natural sand, SE end of T2 

Natural 
sand 5969   5969     Double pit, post-hole 

5971 Fill T2 Brown sandy soil with blackened stain 
showing post-slot 5972 5902 5972       Fill of post-hole [5972] 

5972 Cut T2 Suboval/amorphous cut through sand 
and clay layer (5973) to SE end of T2 

Natural 
sand 5971   5971     Post-hole 

5973 Deposit T2 Hardened thin layer of pale pink clay, 
under wind-blown sand 

Natural 
sand 5922     5970, 

5972 5909 Early clay floor - also noted along 
SE half of T2 sondage 
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5974 Deposit T2 Hardened pad of clay with charcoal 
fragments, 0.4m x 0.6m wide 

Natural 
sand 5902         Post pad 

5975 Fill T2 Pea gravel deposit in the middle of T2 5976 5902 5976       Natural shingle used for fill 

5976 Cut T2 Suboval cut, through (5929), 1m x 
0.6m across 5929 5975   5975     Cut for pit - unknown use 

5977 Deposit T2 Pea gravel surface at S corner T2, 
surround and underlies vennel [5535] 

Natural 
sand 5535       5928 Infill of vennel/road 

5978 Fill T2 Blackened silty soil with hardened clay 
patches 5979 5902 5979       Fill of [5979] 

5979 Cut T2 Suboval cut through sand in NE end 
T2 

Natural 
sand 5978   5978     Post-hole 

5980 Structure T2 
Rubble stone/clay base of wall with 
upright stones to both sides; aligned 
NE-SW, underlying 5902 

Natural 
sand 5902         Early wall, along NW side T2 

5981 Structure T2 Small upright stones within a compact 
base of heat-affected clay 5902 5538         

Hearth setting, located at NW end 
of steps leading into well - appears 
associated with the well 

5982 Fill T2 Dark brown-black silty soil 5983 5902 5983       Fill of [5983] 

5983 Cut T2 Suboval cut through natural sand, E 
side T2 

Natural 
sand 5982   5982     Post-hole, related to {5970] [5972]? 

5984 Cut T2 Subcircular cut through natural sand Natural 
sand 5923   5985     Post-hole 

5985 Fill T2 Mid brown soily sand 5984 5923 5984       Fill of [5984] 

5986 Fill T2 Mid brown sandy silt with mixed 
natural sand and large packing stones 5987 5929 5987       Fill of [5987] 

5987 Cut T2 Suboval post-hole measuring 0.4m x 
0.55m, E side of T2 

Natural 
sand 5986   5986     Post-hole 

5988 Fill T1/2 Dark brown-grey soily silt with 
charcoal fragments 5989, 5992 5528 5989, 

5992       Fill of [5989] [5992] 

5989 Cut T1/2 
Subcircular cut measuring 0.25m in 
diameter and 0.15m deep; within a 
group of small post-holes 

Natural 
sand 5988   5988     Post-hole within a group at the N 

end of T1/2 

5990 Fill T1/2 Dark brown-grey soily silt with 
charcoal fragments 5991 5528 5991       Fill of [5989] [5992] 

5991 Cut T1/2 
Subcircular cut measuring 0.25m in 
diameter and 0.15m deep; within a 
group of small post-holes 

Natural 
sand 5990   5990     Post-hole within a group at the N 

end of T1/2 



Cromarty Medieval Burgh Community Archaeology Project 2014-2016 
Data Structure Report on the 2015-16 Fieldwork Seasons 

‐ 42 ‐ 

Context 
No. Type Location Description Over Under Fill 

Of 
Filled 

By 
Cut 
By Same As Interpretation 

5992 Cut T1/2 

Double subcircular cut measuring 
0.25m, 0.28m in diameter and 0.15m 
deep; within a group of small post-
holes 

Natural 
sand 5988   5988     Post-hole within a group at the N 

end of T1/2 

5993 Fill T1 Dark brown-grey soily silt with 
charcoal fragments 5887 5528 5887     6017 Fill of [5877] 

5994 Fill T1 Pea gravel and sand 5995 5528 5995       Fill of [5995] 

5995 Cut T1 Subcircular cut measuring 0.35m x 
0.38m and 0.15m deep 

Natural 
sand 5994   5994     Post-hole 

5996 Fill T1 Dark brown-grey silty soil 5997 5528 5997       Fill of [5997] 

5997 Cut T1 Subcircular cut measuring 0.2m 
diameter, 0.15m deep 

Natural 
sand 5996   5996     Post-hole 

5998 Deposit T1 Mid brown-grey ashy silt Natural 
sand 5221         Early soil horizon 

5999 Fill T1 Soft, compact pale pink-grey clay with 
rare small pebbles 6000 5209 6000       Fill of [6000] 

6000 Cut T1 Subcircular cut through natural sand Natural 
sand 5999   5999     Clay-lined pit 

6001 Fill T1 Dark brown-grey silt with charcoal 
fragments 6002 5929 6002       Fill of [6002] 

6002 Cut T1 Subcircular cut through natural sand Natural 
sand 6001   6001     Post-hole 

6003 Cut T1 Subcircular cut through natural sand Natural 
sand 6004   6004     Post-hole 

6004 Fill T1 Dark brown sandy soil with frequent 
charcoal fragments 6003   6003       Fill of [6003] 

6005 Cut T1 Large subcircular cut through natural 
sand 

Natural 
sand 6006   6006     Post-hole 

6006 Fill T1 
Dark brown sandy soil with 2 packing 
stones; contains fish bones, charcoal 
fragments, green glazed pot sherds 

6005   6005       Fill of [6005] 

6007 Cut T1 Subcircular cut through (5892) 5892 6008   6008     Post-hole 

6008 Fill T1 Dark brown silt with some gravel 6007   6007       Fill of [6007] 

6009 Cut T1 Horizontal slot cut through [5892] 5892 6010   6010     Beam/wall slot 

6010 Fill T1 Dark brown silt with some gravel and a 
small amount of charcoal 6009   6009       Fill of [6009] 
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No. Type Location Description Over Under Fill 

Of 
Filled 

By 
Cut 
By Same As Interpretation 

6011 Cut T1 U-shaped cut visible in E side of 
(5946)   6012   6012     Shallow ditch 

6012 Fill T1 Dark brown silty soil with some daub 
fragments 6011   6011       Fill of [6011] 

6013 Cut T1 Circular, small cut through natural 
sand 

Natural 
sand 6014   6014     Post-hole 

6014 Fill T1 Light brown sandy soil   6013   6013       Fill of [6013] 

6015 Cut T1 Subcircular cut through natural sand 5934 6016   6016     Post-hole 

6016 Fill T1 Pea gravel and sand 6015   6015       Fill of [6015] 

6017 Fill T1 Light brown sandy soil 5877   5877     5993 Fill of [5877] 

6018 Structure T1 Setting of slabs in SE end of T1 
extension to NW 6019 5221         Hearth setting 

6019 Deposit T1 Yellow-brown-black ash layer 
surrounding hearth [6018] 

Natural 
sand 6018         Ash from hearth layer 

6020 Cut T1 Large circular cut through natural sand 5998 6021         Stone-filled pit, NW side of T1 in 
extension 

6021 Fill T1 Compact fill of large rounded stones 
with a brown sandy soil matrix 

Natural 
sand 5502         Fill of pit [6020] 

6022 Cut T1 Subcircular stone-lined cut in natural 
sand 

Natural 
sand 6023   6023     Post-hole 

6023 Fill T1 Dark brown ashy silt with packing 
stones 6022 5221 6022       Fill of [6022] 

6024 Deposit T1 Charcoal-rich black-mid orange ash 
layer, approx. 0.7m diameter 

Natural 
sand 5900         Hearth deposit 

6025 Deposit T1 Patch of mixed gravel-ash fill Natural 
sand 5892           

6026 Cut T1 Subcircular cut through natural sand Natural 
sand 6027   6027     Post-hole, forms arc around hearth 

[6024] 

6027 Fill T1 Dark-mid brown soil with charcoal 
flecks 6026 5388 6026       Fill of [6026] 

6028 Cut T1 Subcircular cut through natural sand Natural 
sand 6029   6029     Post-hole, forms arc around hearth 

[6024] 

6029 Fill T1 Dark-mid brown soil with charcoal 
flecks 6028 5388 6028       Fill of [6028] 

6030 Cut T1 Large suboval pit cut through natural 
sand 

Natural 
sand 6031   6032, 

6031     Stone-lined pit 
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No. Type Location Description Over Under Fill 

Of 
Filled 

By 
Cut 
By Same As Interpretation 

6031 Structure T1 Large rounded cobbles revetted into 
natural sand forming stone-lined pit 6030 6032 6030       Stone lining of pit [6030] 

6032 Fill T1 Sand and gravel fill with some 
charcoal flecks 6030 6022 6030       Fill of [6030] 

6033 Cut T1 Suboval cut through natural sand  Natural 
sand 6034   6034     Post-hole? 

6034 Fill T1 Dark silty soil with some daub and 1 x 
pot sherd 6033   6033       Fill of [6033] 

6035 Cut T1 Suboval cut measuring 0.21m x 0.13m 
and 0.38m deep 

Natural 
sand 6036   6036     Post-hole 

6036 Fill T1 Loose brown sand with patches of 
orange clay 6035   6035       Fill of [6035] 

6037 Cut T1 Circular cut measuring 0.11m 
diameter, 0.38m deep 

Natural 
sand 6038   6038     Post-hole 

6038 Fill T1 Loose brown sandy soil 6037   6037       Fill of [6037] 

6039 Cut T1 Circular cut measuring 0.18m 
diameter, 0.12m deep 

Natural 
sand 6040   6040     Post-hole 

6040 Fill T1 Loose brown sandy soil 6039   6039       Fill of [6039] 

6041 Cut T1 Circular cut measuring 0.10m 
diameter, 0.08m deep 

Natural 
sand 6042   6042     Post-hole 

6042 Fill T1 Loose brown sandy soil and gravel 6041   6041       Fill of [6041] 

6043 Cut T1 Subcircular cut 0.05m diameter, 0.3m 
deep 

Natural 
sand 6044   6044     Stakehole 

6044 Fill T1 Loose brown sandy soil 6043   6043       Fill of [6043] 

6045 Cut T1 Subcircular cut 0.1m diameter, 0.08m 
deep 

Natural 
sand 6046   6046     Stakehole 

6046 Fill T1 Brown soily gravel 6045   6045       Fill of [6045] 

6047 Cut T1 Circular cut 0.1m diameter, 0.08m 
deep 

Natural 
sand 6048   6048     Stakehole 

6048 Fill T1 Brown soily gravel 6047   6047       Fill of [6047] 

6049 Cut T1 Circular cut 0.04m diameter, 0.08m 
deep 

Natural 
sand 6050   6050     Stakehole relating to hearth [5940] 

6050 Fill T1 Loose brown sandy soil 6049   6049       Fill of [6049] 

6051 Cut T1 Circular cut 0.04m diameter, 0.08m 
deep 

Natural 
sand 6052   6052     Stakehole relating to hearth [5940] 
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Of 
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By 
Cut 
By Same As Interpretation 

6052 Fill T1 Loose brown sandy soil 6051   6051       Fill of [6051] 

6053 Cut T1 Sub-square cut measuring 0.21m wide 
and 0.1m deep 

Natural 
sand 6054   6054     Post-hole 

6054 Fill T1 Pale brown sandy soil with small 
charcoal flecks 6053   6053       Fill of [6053] 

6055 Cut T1 Small subcircular cut measuring 
0.03m diameter and 0.06m deep 

Natural 
sand 6056   6056     Stakehole relating to hearth [5940] 

6056 Fill T1 Mid brown sandy soil with frequent 
charcoal fragments 6055   6055       Fill of [6055] 

6057 Cut T1 Small subcircular cut measuring 
0.05m diameter and 0.15m deep 

Natural 
sand 6058   6058     Stakehole 

6058 Fill T1 Loose charcoal-rich sandy soil 6057   6057       Fill of [6057] 

6059 Cut T1 Shallow slot measuring 0.6m wide and 
0.1m deep, aligned NW-SE 

Natural 
sand 6060   6060     Beam/wall slot 

6060 Fill T1 Mixed pink clay and brown sandy soil 
with loose packing stones 6059   6059       Fill of [6059] 

6061 Cut T1 Subcircular cut through sand Natural 
sand 6062   6062     Post-hole 

6062 Fill T1 Dark brown sandy silt 6061   6061       Fill of [6061] 

6063 Cut T1 Subcircular cut through sand Natural 
sand 6064   6064     Post-hole 

6064 Fill T1 Dark brown soil sand 6063   6063       Fill of [6063] 

6065 Cut T1 Linear slot cut through sand Natural 
sand 6066   6066     Linear slot 

6066 Fill T1 Dark brown soily sand with charcoal 
flecks 6065   6065       Fill of [6065] 

6067 Cut T1 Subcircular cut through sand Natural 
sand 6068   6068     Post-hole 

6068 Fill T1 Dark brown soily sand with charcoal 
flecks 6067   6067       Fill of [6067] 

6069 Cut T1 Subcircular cut through sand Natural 
sand 6070   6070     Post-hole 

6070 Fill T1 Dark brown soily sand with charcoal 
flecks 6069   6069       Fill of [6069] 

6071 Fill T2 Dark brown-grey gravelly, claggy soil 
with occasional patches of clay 6072, 6073 5898         Middle fill of cut [5899] 
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No. Type Location Description Over Under Fill 

Of 
Filled 

By 
Cut 
By Same As Interpretation 

6072 Fill T2 

Compact, wet clay layer at the base of 
the well, within which the pony carcass 
is located; water table comes up over 
this and some stonework from the well 
has collapsed into it 

Natural 
sand 6071         Basal fill of cut [5899], probably 

collapsed lining of well 

6073 Structure T2 

Mostly rounded small-large cobbles 
built into clay layer (6074) lining the 
sides of cut [5899] to form well 
structure 

6074 5898. 
6071 5899       Stone lining of well [5899] 

6074 Structure T2 
Pale pink-grey soft clay lining sides of 
cut [5899] to support stonework [6073] 
for well structure 

Natural 
sand 6073 5899       Clay lining of well [5899] 

6075 Cut T1 Suboval cut through natural sand Natural 
sand 6076   6076     Post-hole 

6076 Fill T1 Dark brown charcoal-rich sandy soil 
with some clay 6075   6075       Fill of [6075] 

6077 Cut T1 Amorphous cut through natural sand Natural 
sand 6078   6078     Post-hole 

6078 Fill T1 Pale yellow ash with frequent charcoal 
fragments 6077   6077       Fill of [6077] 

6079 Cut T1 Subcircular cut through natural sand Natural 
sand 6080   6080     Post-hole 

6080 Fill T1 Mid brown sandy soil with clay 
patches 6079   6079       Fill of [6079] 

6081 Cut T1 Subcircular cut through natural sand Natural 
sand 6082   6082     Post-hole 

6082 Fill T1 Mid brown-pink sandy soil with clay 
patches 6081   6081       Fill of [6081] 

6083 Deposit T1 Mid brown sandy soil with lenses of 
charcoal 5499             

6084 Cut T1 Subcircular cut through natural sand Natural 
sand 6085   6085     Post-hole 

6085 Fill T1 Dark brown silty sand 6084 5902, 
5922 6084       Fill of [6081] 

6086 Cut T1 Subcircular cut through natural sand Natural 
sand 6087   6087     Post-hole 

6087 Fill T1 Dark brown silty sand   5902, 
5922 6086       Fill of [6081] 

6088 Cut T1 Subcircular double cut through natural 
sand 

Natural 
sand 6089   6089     Post-hole 
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Of 
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By 
Cut 
By Same As Interpretation 

6089 Fill T1 Dark brown silty sand   5902, 
5922 6088       Fill of [6081] 

6090 Cut T1 Large subcircular cut through natural 
sand 

Natural 
sand 6091   6091     Post-hole 

6091 Fill T1 Dark brown silty sand   5902, 
5922 6090       Fill of [6081] 

6092 Cut T1 Large subcircular cut through natural 
sand 

Natural 
sand 6093   6093     Post-hole 

6093 Fill T1 
Dark brown silty sand with some shell 
fragments, some daub and upright 
stones 

  5902, 
5922 6092       Fill of [6081] 

6094 Cut T1 Subcircular cut through natural sand Natural 
sand 6095   6095     Post-hole 

6095 Fill T1 Dark brown silty soil with some shell, 
bone and charcoal fragments   5902, 

5922 6094       Fill of [6081] 

6096 Cut T1 Large subcircular cut through natural 
sand 

Natural 
sand 6097   6097     Post-hole 

6097 Fill T1 
Hard packed clay/daub over dark 
brown silts sand with shell fragments 
and pot sherds 

  5902, 
5922 6096       Fill of [6081] 

6098 Cut T1 Large subcircular cut through natural 
sand 

Natural 
sand 6099   6099     Post-hole 

6099 Fill T1 Dark silty sand with some charcoal 
fragments   5902, 

5922 6098       Fill of [6081] 

6100 Cut T1 Large subcircular cut through natural 
sand 

Natural 
sand 6101   6101     Post-hole 

6101 Fill T1 Dark silty sand with upright packing 
stone, fish bone and some pot sherds   5902, 

5922 6100       Fill of [6081] 

6102 Cut T1 
Small subcircular cut 0.18 diameter 
and 0.42m deep, cut through natural 
sand 

Natural 
sand 6103   6103     Post-hole 

6103 Fill T1 Dark brown charcoal-rich silty sand 
with pot sherds   5902, 

5922 6102       Fill of [6081] 

6104 Cut T1 
Large subrectangular cut 0.6 diameter 
and 0.2m deep, cut through natural 
sand 

Natural 
sand 6105   6105     Post-hole 
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6105 Fill T1 

Dark silty sand with charcoal flecks 
and larger fragments; secondary post-
hole cut 0.2m in diameter/0.4m deep 
is visible in fill 

  5902, 
5922 6104       Fill of [6081] 

6106 Cut T1 
Small subcircular cut 0.18 diameter 
and 0.22m deep, cut through natural 
sand 

Natural 
sand 6107   6107     Post-hole 

6107 Fill T1 Mid brown sandy soil   5902, 
5922 6106       Fill of [6081] 

6108 Cut T1 
Small subcircular cut 0.16 diameter 
and 0.18m deep, cut through natural 
sand 

Natural 
sand 6109   6109     Post-hole 

6109 Fill T1 Mid brown sandy soil   5902, 
5922 6108       Fill of [6081] 

6110 Cut T1 Subcircular cut 0.15m in diameter, cut 
through natural sand 

Natural 
sand 6111   6111     Post-hole 

6111 Fill T1 Mid brown sandy soil with a packing 
stone   5902, 

5922 6110       Fill of [6081] 

6112 Cut T1 
Subcircular cut measuring 0.3m in 
diameter, 0.28m deep, cut through 
natural sand 

Natural 
sand 6113   6113     Post-hole 

6113 Fill T1 
Mixed brown sandy soil with burnt 
daub fragments and 1x small pot 
sherd 

  5902, 
5922 6112       Fill of [6081] 

6114 Fill/cut T1 
Mid brown sandy soil with a packing 
stone, fill of a subcircular cut in natural 
sand 

Natural 
sand 

5902, 
5922         Post-hole and fill 

6115 Deposit T1 
Mid brown sandy soil with a broken 
sandstone fragment, pot sherds, pink 
clay patches 

Natural 
sand 5893         Early soil layer 

6116 Deposit T1 
Mixed dark brown sandy soil with 
some ash patches, charcoal and shell 
fragments, animal bone and fish bone 

Natural 
sand 

5892, 
5962         Early soil layer 

6117 Cut T1 Suboval cut through natural sand Natural 
sand 6118   6118     Post-hole 

6118 Fill T1 Mid brown sandy soil with charcoal 
flecks and clay patches 6117   6117       Fill of [6117] 

6119 Cut T1 Subcircular cut through natural sand Natural 
sand 6120   6120     Post-hole 
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By 
Cut 
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6120 Fill T1 Dark brown sandy soil with charcoal 
flecks and possible packing stones 6113   6119       Fill of [6119] 

6121 Cut T1 
Subcircular cut through natural sand 
measuring 0.38m x 0.3m; flat base 
with vertical sides 

Natural 
sand 6122   6122     Post-hole 

6122 Fill T1 Mid brown sandy soil with packing 
stones 6121   6121       Fill of [6121] 

6123 Cut T1 Subcircular cut through natural sand Natural 
sand 6124   6124     Post-hole 

6124 Fill T1 Dark brown sandy soil with charcoal 
flecks 6123   6123       Fill of [6123] 

6125 Cut T1 
Suboval cut through natural sand 
measuring 0.4m x 0.3m and 0.38m 
deep 

Natural 
sand 6126   6126     Post-hole 

6126 Fill T1 Dark brown sandy soil with charcoal 
flecks 6125   6125       Fill of [62125 

6127 Cut T1 Subcircular cut through natural sand Natural 
sand 6128   6128     Post-hole 

6128 Fill T1 Dark brown sandy soil with ash 
patches and charcoal flecks 6127   6127       Fill of [6127] 

6129 Cut T1 Subcircular cut through natural sand Natural 
sand 6130   6130     Cut for door threshold post? 

6130 Fill T1 Dark brown sandy soil with charcoal 
flecks and shell fragments 6129   6129       Fill of [6129] 

6131 Cut T1 Subcircular cut through natural sand Natural 
sand 6132   6132     Post-hole 

6132 Fill T1 Hard packed clay on top of mid brown 
silty sand 

Natural 
sand   6131       Fill of [6081] 

6133 Cut T1 Subcircular cut through natural sand   6134   6134     Post-hole 

6134 Fill T1 Dark brown sandy soil with charcoal 
flecks 6133   6133       Fill of [6133] 

6135 Deposit T1 Dark brown clayey soil with charcoal 
and ash lenses 

Natural 
sand 5499         Early soil layer 

6136 Cut T1 Subcircular cut through natural sand Natural 
sand 6137   6137     Post-hole 

6137 Fill T1 
Mid brown sandy soil with charcoal 
flecks, some daub fragments and 
gravel in upper fill 

6136   6136       Fill of [6081] 
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6138 Deposit T1 Dark soily sand, charcoal-stained Natural 
sand 6141         Early soil layer 

6139 Structure T1 Quern slab reused as hearth setting 6138 5388         Hearth setting, part of quern stack 

6140 Structure T1 Quern stone laid horizontally, reused 
as hearth setting 5388           Hearth setting, part of quern stack 

6141 Deposit T1 
Burnt layer of grey ash with charcoal 
flecks and burnt bone fragments; coin 
from this layer 

6138 5388         Early soil layer 

6142 Structure T1 Sandstone quern with central 
perforation, burnt layer around edges 5892           Hearth setting or post pad 

6143 Structure T1 Quern stone reused as setting 5735 
5938, 
5934, 
5525 

        Hearth setting or post pad 

6144 Cut T1 Suboval cut through natural sand Natural 
sand 6145   6145     Post-hole 

6145 Fill T1 Mid brown sandy soil 6144 5890 6144       Fill of [6144] 

6146 Structure T1 Quern with central perforation, under 
[6140] quern, over [6139] quern 6139 6140         Hearth setting, part of quern stack 

6147 Cut T1 Suboval cut through natural sand Natural 
sand 6148   6148     Post-hole 

6148 Fill T1 
Dark brown sandy soil with charcoal 
flecks and possible packing stones; 
fish bone, pot sherds 

6147   6147       Fill of [6147] 

6149 Structure T1 Large quern stone reused as a hearth 
setting 

Natural 
sand           Hearth setting 

6150 Cut/fill T1 

Suboval cut through natural sand 
measuring 0.35m x 0.3m and 0.36m 
deep; contains 3 packing stones and 
mixed brown sandy soil 

Natural 
sand           Post-hole 

6151 Cut T1 
Subcircular cut through natural sand 
measuring 0.15m in diameter and 
0.15m deep 

  6152   6152     Post-hole 

6152 Fill T1 Mid brown soily sand with charcoal 
fragments 6151   6151       Fill of [6151] 

6153 Cut T1 
Subcircular cut through natural sand 
measuring 0.15m in diameter and 
0.15m deep 

6083 6154   6154     Post-hole 

6154 Fill T1 Mid brown soily sand with small gravel 6153   6153       Fill of [6153] 
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6155 Cut T1 Suboval cut through natural sand 
measuring 0.3m in diameter   6156   6156     Post-hole 

6156 Fill T1 Dark brown sandy silt with charcoal 
and daub flecks 6155   6155       Fill of [6155] 

6157 Structure T1 Large flat stone set in circular cut 
through natural sand 

Natural 
sand 5285         Post pad 

6158 Structure T1 Post pad underlying vennel [5285], 
0.5m to N of [6157] 

Natural 
sand 5285         Post pad 

6159 Fill T2 Mid brown sandy soil with charcoal 
flecks and small upright slabs 6160 5922 6160       Fill of [6160] 

6160 Cut T2 Subcircular cut through natural sand 
measuring 0.2m x 0.25m 

Natural 
sand 6159   6159     Post-hole 

6161 Fill T2 Mid brown sandy soil with charcoal 
flecks 6162   6162       Fill of [6162] 

6162 Cut T2 
Subcircular cut through natural sand 
measuring 0.28m in diameter and 
0.3m deep 

Natural 
sand 6161   6161     Post-hole 

6163 Fill T2 Mid brown soily sand with small 
upright slabs 6164   6164       Fill of [6164] 

6164 Cut T2 
Subcircular cut through natural sand 
measuring 0.2m in diameter and 0.3m 
deep 

Natural 
sand 6163   6161     Post-hole 

6165 Fill T2 Mid brown sandy soil with charcoal 
flecks 6166   6166       Fill of [6166] 

6166 Cut T2 
Suboval cut through natural sand and 
ditch [5925]; measures 0.25m x 0.15m 
and 0.15m deep 

Natural 
sand 6165   6165     Post-hole 

6167 Fill T2 Mid brown sandy soil with charcoal 
flecks 6168   6168       Fill of [6168] 

6168 Cut T2 
Suboval cut through natural sand and 
ditch [5925]; measures 0.25m x 0.15m 
and 0.15m deep 

Natural 
sand 6167   6167     Post-hole 

6169 Fill T2 Mid brown sandy soil with charcoal 
flecks; contained sheep/goat skull 6170   6170       Fill of [6170] 

6170 Cut T2 
Suboval cut through natural sand; 
measures 0.25m x 0.32m and 0.1m 
deep 

Natural 
sand 6169   6169     Post-hole 

6171 Fill T2 Mid brown sandy soil with charcoal 
flecks 6172   6172       Fill of [6172] 
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6172 Cut T2 
Subcircular cut through natural sand 
measuring 0.22m in diameter and 
0.15m deep 

Natural 
sand 6171   6171     Post-hole 

6173 Fill T2 Mid brown sandy soil with charcoal 
flecks 6174   6174       Fill of [6174] 

6174 Cut T2 
Cut for double pit, shallow bowl and 
oval shaped 0.4m x 0.25m and 0.15m 
in diameter 

Natural 
sand 6173   6173     Post-hole 

6175 Deposit T1 Dark brown sandy soil with some bone 
and medieval pot sherds 

Natural 
sand 5535         Early soil layer 

6176 Structure T1 Pad of daub on street fronts of 
medieval buildings 

Natural 
sand 6175         Clay layer 
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Find 
No. 

Context 
No. 

Material  Description/Notes  Date 

1494  5063  Stone  Shale from <52>  15/06/2015 

1495  5058  Metal  Three iron fragments from <50>  22/06/2015 

1496  5070  Metal  One iron frag. From <56>  22/06/2015 

1497  5066  Lithic  One flint flake from <57>  22/06/2015 

1498  Spoil  Copper alloy  Cartridge base?  29/06/2015 

1499  Spoil  Copper alloy  Thimble  29/06/2015 

1500  Spoil  Iron  Two bolts  29/06/2015 

1501  Spoil  Iron  Nail or tack (round section)  29/06/2015 

1502  Spoil  Copper alloy  Annular brooch (very small)  29/06/2015 

1503  Spoil  Silver  Coin  29/06/2015 

1504  Spoil  Iron  Rivet  29/06/2015 

1505  Spoil  Iron  Rivet  29/06/2015 

1506  Spoil  Copper alloy  Frag. of pot rim  29/06/2015 

1507  Spoil  Lead  Run off or slag  29/06/2015 

1508  Spoil  Copper alloy  Coin  29/06/2015 

1509  Spoil  Lead  Lump of lead  29/06/2015 

1510 
Under 
[5201]  Copper alloy  Hinge? M‐D find (see GPS for location)  29/06/2015 

1511 
Under 
[5201]  Lead  Metal‐detecting find  29/06/2015 

1512 
Under 
[5201] 

Fe/ Copper 
alloy  Metal‐detecting find  29/06/2015 

1513 
Under 
[5201] 

Fe/ Copper 
alloy  Metal‐detecting find  29/06/2015 

1514 
Under 
[5201]  Iron  Metal‐detecting find  29/06/2015 

1515 
Under 
[5201]  Iron  Metal‐detecting find  29/06/2015 

1516 
Under 
[5201]  Copper alloy  Metal‐detecting find  29/06/2015 

1517 
Under 
[5201]  Lead?  Metal‐detecting find  29/06/2015 

1518 
Under 
[5201]  Lead  Metal‐detecting find  29/06/2015 

1519 
Under 
[5201]  Lead  Metal‐detecting find  29/06/2015 

1520 
Under 
[5201]  Lead  Metal‐detecting find  29/06/2015 

1521  5105  Glass  Bottle glass  30/06/2015 

1522  5105  Ceramic  Two pieces of pottery  30/06/2015 

1523  5105  Iron  Iron nails  30/06/2015 

1524  5323  Ceramic  Ceramic with green glaze  30/06/2015 

1525  Spoil  Ceramic  Ceramic with green glaze  28/06/2015 

1526  5344  Iron  Iron slag  29/06/2015 

1528  5344  Iron  Small horse shoe  30/06/2015 

1529  5344  Flint  Flint nodule  30/06/2015 

1530  5344  Glass  Window glass  30/06/2015 

1531  5344  Ceramic  Pot sherd  30/06/2015 
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1532  5344  Iron  Iron nails  30/06/2015 

1533  5201  Glass  Bottle glass (3 fragments)  30/06/2015 

1534  5201  Iron  Iron objects (4 pieces)  30/06/2015 

1535  5201  Ceramic  Clay pipe stem  30/06/2015 

1536  5215  Copper alloy  Copper alloy chain  01/07/2015 

1537  5201  Ceramic  Ceramic jug fragment  30/06/2015 

1538  5234  Bone and glass  Buttons (2 bone, 1 glass)  01/07/2015 

1539  5234  Copper alloy  Engraved spoon: bowl missing  01/07/2015 

1540  5234  Copper alloy  Pins (4 pieces)  01/07/2015 

1541  Spoil  Lead  Lead weight?  30/06/2015 

1542  Spoil  Copper alloy  Buttons (4 pieces; one engraved)  30/06/2015 

1543  Spoil  Lead  Miscellaneous lead fragments  30/06/2015 

1544  Spoil  Wood  Wood with 4 rivet holes; copper stained  30/06/2015 

1545  5139  Copper alloy  Buckle  28/06/2015 

1546  Spoil  Copper alloy  Tang, or piece of buckle  30/06/2015 

1547  Spoil  Iron  Iron cauldron fragment  30/06/2015 

1548  5344  Bone and iron  Bone‐handled knife or tool  01/07/2015 

1549  Spoil  Glass  Bottle glass  01/07/2015 

1550  5314  Ceramic  Green‐glaze ceramic; 4 fragments in cluster  01/07/2015 

1551  5344  Ceramic  Clay pipe stem  01/07/2015 

1552  5344  Iron  Iron pot fragments  01/07/2015 

1553  5344  Ceramic  Miscellaneous ceramic fragments  01/07/2015 

1554  5344  Glass  Early glass bottle fragments  01/07/2015 

1555  5344  Glass  Misc. glass bottle fragments  01/07/2015 

1556  5204  Iron  Iron rivets and nail  01/07/2015 

1557  5204  Glass  Bottle glass  01/07/2015 

1558  5204  Ceramic  Pottery with incised surface  01/07/2015 

1559  5311  Iron  Iron rivets  01/07/2015 

1560  5311  Ceramic  Pottery  01/07/2015 

1561  5252  Bone  Carved bone: spout?  01/07/2015 

1562  5252  Glass  Window glass  01/07/2015 

1563  5252  Glass  Misc. bottle glass  01/07/2015 

1564  5252  Glass  Glass bottle sherds (some can be re‐fit).  See 
<1580>  01/07/2015 

1565  5252  Iron  Misc. iron objects, and nails  01/07/2015 

1566  5252  Ceramic  Pottery: see <1827>  01/07/2015 

1567  5252  Stone  Stone disc  01/07/2015 

1568  5252  Mortar/cement  Mortar/cement  01/07/2015 

1569  5252  Slate  Slate; incl. one piece with bevelled edge  01/07/2015 

1570  5343  Ceramic  Pottery  01/07/2015 

1571  5343  Ceramic  Green‐glaze pottery  01/07/2015 

1572  5343  Iron  Misc. iron objects, and nails  01/07/2015 
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1573  5343  Ceramic  Clay pipe stem, incl. part of bowl  01/07/2015 

1574  5343  Glass  Window glass  01/07/2015 

1575  5343  Glass  Bottle glass; some sherds might match <1564>  01/07/2015 

1576  5252  Iron  Misc. iron objects, and nails: see <1565>  01/07/2015 

1577  5252  Ceramic  Pottery: see <1566>  01/07/2015 

1578  5252  Ceramic  Pottery; 3 pieces of blue and white ware  01/07/2015 

1579  5252  Glass  Window glass  01/07/2015 

1580  5252  Glass  Bottle glass  01/07/2015 

1581  5252  Slate  Slate and sliced/worked stone: see <1569>  01/07/2015 

1582  5252  ?  Burnt residue  01/07/2015 

1583  5252  Ceramic  Ceramic pipe fragment, or industrial‐sized pot  01/07/2015 

1584  5252  Ceramic  Clay pipe stem  01/07/2015 

1585  5252  Plaster  Plaster  01/07/2015 

1586  5252  Mortar/cement  Mortar/cement; building material?  01/07/2015 

1587  5344  Bone  Head of femur with drilled hole  01/07/2015 

1588  5215  Iron  Iron object  01/07/2015 

1589  5215  Ceramic  Pottery  01/07/2015 

1590  5215  Ceramic  Pottery  01/07/2015 

1591  5215  Slate  Slate  01/07/2015 

1592  5215  Glass  Window glass  01/07/2015 

1593  5215  Glass  Bottle glass  01/07/2015 

1595  5215  Ceramic  Pottery  01/07/2015 

1596  5215  Plaster  Plaster  01/07/2015 

1597  5343  Bone  Bone whistle  03/07/2015 

1598  5343  Stone  Flint flake  03/07/2015 

1599  1528  Ceramic  Pot sherd with rim  04/07/2015 

1600  5360  Bone  Small bone handle with drilled hole (tuning 
peg?)  04/07/2015 

1601  5258  Glass  Window glass: see <1660>  04/07/2015 

1602  5258  Glass  Misc. bottle glass  04/07/2015 

1603  5258  Glass  Two bottle fragments  04/07/2015 

1604  5258  Iron  Misc. iron objects  04/07/2015 

1605  5258  Slate  Slate  04/07/2015 

1606  5258  Ceramic  Pottery  04/07/2015 

1607  5258  Wood  Wood  04/07/2015 

1608  5258  Charcoal  Charcoal/coke  04/07/2015 

1610  5123  Iron  Iron object  04/07/2015 

1611  5131  Ceramic  Pottery: see <1635>  04/07/2015 

1612  5131  Iron  Iron fish hook  04/07/2015 

1613  5131  Iron  Misc. iron objects  04/07/2015 

1614  5131  Lead  Lead waste (casting runoff?)  04/07/2015 

1615  5131  Stone  Stone disc  04/07/2015 

1616  5258  Copper alloy  Pin  04/07/2015 
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1617  5360  Stone  Worked stone  04/07/2015 

1618  Spoil  Ceramic  Stoneware  04/07/2015 

1619  Spoil  Glass  Bottle glass  04/07/2015 

1620  Spoil  Ceramic  Pottery, medieval  04/07/2015 

1622  Spoil  Stone  Worked stone  04/07/2015 

1623  5258  Iron  Iron blade: knife or shears  04/07/2015 

1624  5365  Iron  Iron tool with hole in handle  04/07/2015 

1625  5008  Iron  Iron fish hook; very small  04/07/2015 

1626  5257  Ceramic  Blue‐and‐white ware handle  04/07/2015 

1627  5215  Ceramic  Pottery with handle frag.  04/07/2015 

1628  5215  Copper alloy  Copper alloy plaque  04/07/2015 

1629  5131  Ceramic  Ceramic jug/pot handle  05/07/2015 

1630  5105  Ceramic  Pottery  05/07/2015 

1631  5257  Stone  Worked stone  05/07/2015 

1632  5257  Brick/clay  Brick  05/07/2015 

1633  5105  Copper?  Copper object w rivet hole; possibly buckle  05/07/2015 

1634  5105  Wood  Charred wood  05/07/2015 

1635  5131  Ceramic  Pottery; including piece with bored hole.  See 
<1611>  05/07/2015 

1636  5365  Ceramic  Pottery  05/07/2015 

1637  5115  Ceramic  Pottery  05/07/2015 

1638  5359  Charcoal  Charcoal  05/07/2015 

1639  5252  Plaster  Plaster  05/07/2015 

1640  5352  Iron  Iron object  05/07/2015 

1641  5230  Copper alloy  Button  05/07/2015 

1642  5011  Ceramic  Pottery  05/07/2015 

1643  5360  Ceramic  Pottery  05/07/2015 

1644  5360  Ceramic  Ceramic pot‐stopper/plug  05/07/2015 

1645  5349  Ceramic  Pottery  05/07/2015 

1646  5349  Wood  Wood  05/07/2015 

1647  5349  Iron  Iron nail  05/07/2015 

1648  5231  Ceramic  Pottery  05/07/2015 

1649  5231  Iron  Iron object  05/07/2015 

1650  5135  Ceramic  Pottery  05/07/2015 

1651  5105  Plaster  Plaster  05/07/2015 

1652  5252  Slate  Slate  05/07/2015 

1653  5252  Charcoal/coke  Coke  05/07/2015 

1655  5252  Bone  Awl?  05/07/2015 

1656  5252  Glass  Window glass  05/07/2015 

1657  5299  Ceramic  Pottery  05/07/2015 

1658  5258  Ceramic  Pottery  05/07/2015 

1659  5258  Iron  Iron nails and rivets  05/07/2015 

1660  5258  Glass  Window glass  05/07/2015 

1661  5258  Glass  Bottle glass: see <1603>  05/07/2015 

1662  5258  Ceramic  Decorated pottery (flower in relief)  05/07/2015 
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1663  5215  Iron  Slag  05/07/2015 

1664  5215  Ceramic  Pottery  05/07/2015 

1666  5105  Bone  Bone comb  05/07/2015 

1667  5008  Ceramic  Pottery  05/07/2015 

1668  5343  Iron  Slag  05/07/2015 

1669  5344  Iron  Iron tag  05/07/2015 

1670  5344  Lead  Lead rod  05/07/2015 

1671  5128  Ceramic  Pottery  05/07/2015 

1672  5128  Stone  Worked stone, stone discs  05/07/2015 

1673  5128  Stone  Worked stone  05/07/2015 

1675  5128  Charcoal/coke  Charcoal and coke  05/07/2015 

1676  5257  Ceramic  Roof tile  06/07/2015 

1677  5257  Ceramic  Pot sherds  06/07/2015 

1678  5257  Ceramic  Pottery (4 sherds)  06/07/2015 

1679  5257  Iron  Misc. iron objects  06/07/2015 

1680  5257  Wood  Wood  06/07/2015 

1681  5257  Glass  Bottle glass  06/07/2015 

1682  5257  Glass  Window glass  06/07/2015 

1683  5257  Mortar  Mortar  06/07/2015 

1684  5257  Copper alloy  Copper pins  06/07/2015 

1685  5257  Ceramic  Clay pipe stem x 3  06/07/2015 

1686  5014  Ceramic  Pottery  06/07/2015 

1687  5131  Ceramic  Pot sherds x 3: see <1611>  06/07/2015 

1689  5008  Ceramic  Medieval pot sherd (see <1667>)  06/07/2015 

1690  5230  Stone  Worked stone  06/07/2015 

1691  5008  Iron  Iron rivet  11/07/2015 

1692  5008  Ceramic  Pottery  11/07/2015 

1693  5008  Stone  Stone disc  11/07/2015 

1694  5343  Iron  Iron pin  11/07/2015 

1695  5343  Iron  Iron rivet  11/07/2015 

1696  5343  Stone  Stone discs x 5  11/07/2015 

1697  5123  Copper?  Coin  11/07/2015 

1698  5123  Ceramic  Pottery, incl. handle fragment  11/07/2015 

1699  5123  Stone  Pot stoppers?  11/07/2015 

1700  5123  Iron  Nail  11/07/2015 

1701  5123  Iron  Pin  11/07/2015 

1702  5343  Stone  Quern fragment  11/07/2015 

1703  5134  Stone  Stone discs x 3  11/07/2015 

1704  5134  Ceramic  Pottery  11/07/2015 

1705  5131  Charcoal  Charcoal  11/07/2015 

1706  5131  Stone  Worked stone  11/07/2015 

1707  5297  Copper alloy  Copper alloy discs?  11/07/2015 

1708  5253  Copper alloy  Copper alloy lump  11/07/2015 

1709  5105  Ceramic  Pottery: see also <1630>  11/07/2015 
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1710  5105  Ceramic  Pottery sherd, base  11/07/2015 

1711  5105  Iron  Iron pin  11/07/2015 

1712  5105  Slate  Slate pot stopper  11/07/2015 

1713  5011  Iron  Slag  11/07/2015 

1714  5257  Copper alloy  Copper alloy vessel fragment  11/07/2015 

1715  5257  Ceramic  Ceramic pipe  11/07/2015 

1717  5230  Iron  Iron rivet  11/07/2015 

1718  5230  Wood  Wood  11/07/2015 

1719  5230  Glass  Window glass  11/07/2015 

1720  5230  Ceramic  Pottery  11/07/2015 

1721  5350  Stone  Stone disc  11/07/2015 

1722  5350  Ceramic  Pottery  11/07/2015 

1723  5260  Iron  Nails  11/07/2015 

1724  5329  Ceramic  Pottery  11/07/2015 

1725  5329  Copper alloy  Copper alloy frag.  11/07/2015 

1726  5255  Charcoal  Charcoal  11/07/2015 

1727  5255  Ceramic  Pottery  11/07/2015 

1728  5255  Stone  Stone discs  11/07/2015 

1729  5255  Iron  Iron rivets  11/07/2015 

1730  5297  Ceramic  Spindle whorl  11/07/2015 

1731  5105  Iron  Nails  11/07/2015 

1732  5358  Copper alloy  Copper alloy  11/07/2015 

1733  5357*  Charcoal/coke  Charcoal, coal, coke: (* NB context might be 
5257)  11/07/2015 

1734  5357  Glass  Window glass  11/07/2015 

1735  5357  Ceramic  Ceramic pipe  11/07/2015 

1736  5357  Ceramic  Pottery  11/07/2015 

1737  5357  Slate  Slate  11/07/2015 

1738  5357  Plaster  Plaster  11/07/2015 

1739  5357  Iron  Nails  11/07/2015 

1740  5357  Iron  Screw concretion on stone [sic]  11/07/2015 

1741  5388  Ceramic  Ceramic pot sherd  11/07/2015 

1742  5388  Iron  Iron poker?  11/07/2015 

1743  5131  Stone  Spindle whorl  11/07/2015 

1744  5252  Glass  Glass face from watch?  Not quite le . . .  12/07/2015 

1745  5230  Glass  Glass cup  12/07/2015 

1746  5230  Slate  Slate tile  12/07/2015 

1747  5008  Stone  Stone disc  12/07/2015 

1748  5008  Charcoal  Charcoal  12/07/2015 

1749  5008  Daub  Daub  12/07/2015 

1750  5390  Ceramic  Roof tile  12/07/2015 

1751  5255  Stone  Worked stone  12/07/2015 

1752  5255  Iron and bone  Iron concretion on bone  12/07/2015 

1753  5255  Copper alloy  Thimble  12/07/2015 
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1754  5255  Stone  Small stone disc/smoothed stone  12/07/2015 

1756  5255  Flint  Flint flake  12/07/2015 

1757  5150  Glass  Bottle glass  12/07/2015 

1758  5150  Ceramic  Pottery  12/07/2015 

1759  5150  Stone  Oblong stone  12/07/2015 

1760  5237  Ceramic  Ceramic pipe fragment  12/07/2015 

1761  5237  Plaster  Plaster and mortar  12/07/2015 

1762  5237  Ceramic  Pottery  12/07/2015 

1763  5237  Iron  Iron nails  12/07/2015 

1764  5237  Copper alloy  Copper alloy vessel fragment  12/07/2015 

1765  5237  Glass  Window and bottle glass  12/07/2015 

1766  Spoil  Copper alloy  M‐D find: copper alloy button  12/07/2015 

1767  Spoil  Copper alloy  M‐D find: copper alloy coin  12/07/2015 

1768  Spoil  Copper alloy  M‐D find: Copper alloy vessel fragment  12/07/2015 

1769  Spoil  Iron  M‐D find: iron object  12/07/2015 

1770  Spoil  Copper alloy  M‐D find: copper alloy button  12/07/2015 

1771  Spoil  Copper alloy  M‐D find: copper alloy penannular brooch  12/07/2015 

1772 
Adjacent 
field  Copper alloy  M‐D find: coins  12/07/2015 

1773 
Adjacent 
field  Copper alloy  M‐D find: thimble  12/07/2015 

1774 
Adjacent 
field  Copper alloy  M‐D find: ring, jewellery  12/07/2015 

1775 
Adjacent 
field  Lead  M‐D find: lead object  12/07/2015 

1776 
Adjacent 
field  Lead  M‐D find: weight; copper plated lead?  12/07/2015 

1777 
Adjacent 
field  Copper alloy  M‐D find: button  12/07/2015 

1778 
Adjacent 
field  Copper alloy  M‐D find: copper sheet fragment  12/07/2015 

1779 
Adjacent 
field  Copper  M‐D find: bullet case fragment?  12/07/2015 

1780 
Adjacent 
field  Lead  M‐D find: cast lead object  12/07/2015 

1781 
Adjacent 
field  Iron  M‐D find: horse shoe fragment  12/07/2015 

1783  5256  Ceramic  Pottery  12/07/2015 

1784  Spoil  Iron  M‐D find: iron knife blade (and tang)  12/07/2015 

1785  Spoil  Iron  M‐D find: miscellaneous object  12/07/2015 

1786  5297  Flint  Flint  12/07/2015 

1787  Spoil  Iron  Nails  12/07/2015 

1789  Spoil  Glass  Bottle glass  12/07/2015 

1790  ?  Copper alloy  M‐D find: Coin  12/07/2015 

1791  ?  Iron  M‐D find:   12/07/2015 

1792  5253  Charcoal  Charcoal  13/07/2015 

1794  5343  Stone  Stone pot stoppers  13/07/2015 

1795  5295  Ceramic  Pottery  13/07/2015 

1796  5035  Ceramic  Pottery  13/07/2015 
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1797  5035  Glass  Window glass  13/07/2015 

1798  5035  Ceramic  Pipe stem  13/07/2015 

1799  5035  Iron  Iron  13/07/2015 

1800  5134  Iron  Nails  13/07/2015 

1802  5390  Iron  Iron slag  13/07/2015 

1803  5390  Stone  Stone disc  13/07/2015 

1804  5308  Ceramic  Pottery  13/07/2015 

1805  5315  Ceramic  Pottery  13/07/2015 

1806  5136  Ceramic  Pottery  13/07/2015 

1807  5231  Ceramic  Pottery: see <1648>  13/07/2015 

1808  5231  Charcoal  Charcoal  13/07/2015 

1809  5297  Ceramic  Pottery  13/07/2015 

1810  5297  Iron  Slag  13/07/2015 

1811  5297  Iron  Nails  13/07/2015 

1812  5297  Stone  Stone pot stopper  13/07/2015 

1813  5288  Iron  Nail  13/07/2015 

1814  5134  Iron  Iron belt buckle  13/07/2015 

1815  5230  Copper alloy  Copper alloy button  13/07/2015 

1816  5008  Iron  Nail  13/07/2015 

1817  5331  Stone  Spindle whorl, decorated  13/07/2015 

1818  5230  Stone  Stones x 3: quern frag. building stone?  13/07/2015 

1819  5230  Brick  Brick with burnt residue (black and orange)  13/07/2015 

1820  5035  Ceramic  Spindle whorl  13/07/2015 

1821  5326  Copper alloy  Copper alloy button  13/07/2015 

1822  5252  Iron  Iron concretion with small shirt pin  13/07/2015 

1823  5320  Copper alloy  Copper alloy coin  13/07/2015 

1824  5320  Glass  Glass beads x 3  13/07/2015 

1826  5252  Ceramic  pottery (one vessel)  13/07/2015 

1827  5252  Ceramic  Pottery with? Fragment (see <1566>)  13/07/2015 

1829  5252  Iron  Iron vessel, fragments  14/07/2015 

1830  5252  Ceramic  Pottery  14/07/2015 

1832  5134  Iron  Nail  14/07/2015 

1833  5272  Stone  Stone disc  14/07/2015 

1834  ?  Iron  Rivet  14/07/2015 

1835  Spoil  Iron  M‐D find: iron rod   14/07/2015 

1836  5123  Stone  Whetstone  14/07/2015 

1837 
Adjacent 
field  Iron  M‐D find: belt buckle  14/07/2015 

1838 
Adjacent 
field  Lead  M‐D find: piece of lead  14/07/2015 

1839 
Adjacent 
field  Copper alloy  M‐D find: tang of buckle  14/07/2015 

1840 
Adjacent 
field  Lead  M‐D find: bullet  14/07/2015 

1841 
Adjacent 
field  Lead  M‐D find: seal?  14/07/2015 
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1842 
Adjacent 
field  Lead  M‐D find: part of seal?  14/07/2015 

1843 
Adjacent 
field  Copper alloy  M‐D find: coin, half‐penny, 1898  14/07/2015 

1844 
Adjacent 
field  Lead  M‐D find: lead seal?  14/07/2015 

1845 
Adjacent 
field  Copper alloy  M‐D find: coin, penny, 1914  14/07/2015 

1846 
Adjacent 
field  Lead  M‐D find: piece of lead  14/07/2015 

1847 
Adjacent 
field  Lead  M‐D find: musket ball, lead  14/07/2015 

1848 
Adjacent 
field  Copper alloy  M‐D find: coin  14/07/2015 

1849 
Adjacent 
field  Copper alloy  M‐D find: shotgun cartridge fragment  14/07/2015 

1850 
Adjacent 
field  Copper alloy  M‐D find: coin, penny, 1891  14/07/2015 

1851 
Adjacent 
field  Lead  M‐D find: folded strap  14/07/2015 

1852 
Adjacent 
field  Lead  M‐D find: piece of lead  14/07/2015 

1853 
Adjacent 
field  Copper alloy  M‐D find: coin  14/07/2015 

1854 
Adjacent 
field  Copper alloy  M‐D find: coin, half penny  14/07/2015 

1855 
Adjacent 
field  Copper alloy  M‐D find: cartridge  14/07/2015 

1856 
Adjacent 
field  Copper alloy  M‐D find: cartridge  14/07/2015 

1857 
Adjacent 
field  Lead  M‐D find: lead seal?  14/07/2015 

1858 
Adjacent 
field  Copper alloy  M‐D find: coin: Charles I?  14/07/2015 

1859 
Adjacent 
field  Copper alloy  M‐D find: coin  14/07/2015 

1860 
Adjacent 
field  Iron  M‐D find: iron slag  14/07/2015 

1861 
Adjacent 
field  Lead  M‐D find: piece of lead  14/07/2015 

1862 
Adjacent 
field  Tin?  M‐D find: possibly aluminium; shaker top  14/07/2015 

1863 
Adjacent 
field  Iron  M‐D find: loop for handle or anchor of chain  14/07/2015 

1864 
Adjacent 
field  Iron  M‐D find: belt buckle/chain  14/07/2015 

1865 
Adjacent 
field  Copper alloy  M‐D find: bell fragment  14/07/2015 

1866 
Adjacent 
field  Copper alloy  M‐D find: coin  14/07/2015 

1867 
Adjacent 
field  Copper alloy  M‐D find: ornate shoe or belt buckle?  14/07/2015 

1868 
Adjacent 
field  Copper alloy  M‐D find: coin "CR" with crown and thistle 

motifs  14/07/2015 

1869 
Adjacent 
field  Copper alloy  M‐D find: coin, no markings  14/07/2015 
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1870 
Adjacent 
field  Copper alloy  M‐D find: copper tube  14/07/2015 

1871  5415  Copper alloy  Strap end  14/07/2015 

1872 
Adjacent 
field  Lead  M‐D find: lead fragment  14/07/2015 

1873 
Adjacent 
field  Copper alloy  M‐D find: copper tube  14/07/2015 

1874 
Adjacent 
field  Copper alloy  M‐D find: cartridge  14/07/2015 

1875 
Adjacent 
field  Lead  M‐D find: strap folded on itself  14/07/2015 

1876 
Adjacent 
field  Copper alloy  M‐D find: penny, 1897  14/07/2015 

1877 
Adjacent 
field  Lead  M‐D find: piece of lead  14/07/2015 

1878 
Adjacent 
field  Lead  M‐D find: lead bottle  14/07/2015 

1879 
Adjacent 
field  Iron  M‐D find: foot of vessel, mechanical part  14/07/2015 

1880 
Adjacent 
field  Metal/fabric  M‐D find: military regimental badge  14/07/2015 

1881  5416  Iron  Rivet  14/07/2015 

1882 
Adjacent 
field  Copper alloy  M‐D find: coin  14/07/2015 

1883 
Adjacent 
field  Copper alloy  M‐D find: cartridge casing  15/07/2015 

1884 
Adjacent 
field  Lead  M‐D find: pieces of lead  15/07/2015 

1885 
Adjacent 
field  Copper alloy  M‐D find: Candle snuffer  15/07/2015 

1886 
Adjacent 
field  Lead  M‐D find: Cartridge fragment  15/07/2015 

1887 
Adjacent 
field  Lead  M‐D find: Fragments of lead  15/07/2015 

1888 
Adjacent 
field  Copper alloy  M‐D find: button  15/07/2015 

1889 
Adjacent 
field  Copper alloy  M‐D find: regimental button, Seaforth 

Highlanders   15/07/2015 

1890 
Adjacent 
field  Lead  M‐D find: square  15/07/2015 

1891 
Adjacent 
field  Copper alloy  M‐D find: cartridge fragment  15/07/2015 

1892 
Adjacent 
field  Copper alloy  M‐D find: button  15/07/2015 

1893 
Adjacent 
field  Iron  M‐D find: button  15/07/2015 

1894 
Adjacent 
field  Copper alloy  M‐D find: coin, Napoleon III  15/07/2015 

1895 
Adjacent 
field  Copper alloy  M‐D find: coin  15/07/2015 

1896 
Adjacent 
field  Iron  M‐D find: iron fragments; possible blade  15/07/2015 

1897 
Adjacent 
field  Copper alloy  M‐D find: copper fragments  15/07/2015 

1898 
Adjacent 
field  Lead  M‐D find: hoop/grip  15/07/2015 
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1899 
Adjacent 
field  Unknown  M‐D find: unknown, fragment, decorated   15/07/2015 

1900 
Adjacent 
field  Tin/aluminium  M‐D find: bottle cap  15/07/2015 

1901  5027  Copper alloy  Belt buckle  15/07/2015 

1902  5395  Copper alloy  Thimble  15/07/2015 

1903  5115  Iron  Iron nail  15/07/2015 

1904  5115  Glass  Re‐worked glass, chipped  15/07/2015 

1905  5312  Copper alloy  Brooch, annular  15/07/2015 

1906  5131  Copper alloy  Copper strap  15/07/2015 

1907  5123  Ceramic  Spindle whorl  15/07/2015 

1908  5297  Stone  Pot‐stopper  15/07/2015 

1909  5035  Ceramic  Pottery  15/07/2015 

1910  5035  Ceramic  Building material  15/07/2015 

1911  5431  Charcoal  Large fragment of charcoal  15/07/2015 

1912  5344  Stone  Disc  15/07/2015 

1913  5390  Iron  Iron nails and rivets  16/07/2015 

1914  5390  Iron  Iron fish hook?  16/07/2015 

1915  5390  Ceramic  Pottery  16/07/2015 

1916  5390  Stone  Stone discs and pot stopper?  16/07/2015 

1917  5256  Iron  Iron slag/fragments  16/07/2015 

1918  5260  Iron  Nail (see 1723)  16/07/2015 

1919  5331  Ceramic  Pottery  16/07/2015 

1920  5331  Iron  Iron slag/fragments  16/07/2015 

1921  5123  Stone  Stone disc  16/07/2015 

1922  5222  Iron  Iron object  16/07/2015 

1923  5389  Ceramic  Pottery  16/07/2015 

1924  5312  Ceramic  Pottery, incised  16/07/2015 

1925  5284  Ceramic  Pottery  16/07/2015 

1926  Spoil  Ceramic  Pot sherd, green glaze  16/07/2015 

1927  5284  Iron  Iron nails  16/07/2015 

1928  5284  Glass  Bottle glass  16/07/2015 

1929  5211  Ceramic  Pottery  16/07/2015 

1930  5211  Ceramic  Pottery  16/07/2015 

1931  5211  Glass  Bottle glass  16/07/2015 

1932  5211  Glass  Window glass  16/07/2015 

1933  5024  Copper alloy  Copper mount/cap  16/07/2015 

1934  5035  Ceramic  Pottery  16/07/2015 

1935  5035  Iron  Iron nails  16/07/2015 

1936  5035  Stone  Stone discs and pot stoppers  16/07/2015 

1937  5424  Ceramic  Pottery  16/07/2015 

1938  5424  Iron  Iron slag  16/07/2015 

1939  5326  Ceramic  Pottery  16/07/2015 

1940  5344  Glass  Purple glass  17/07/2015 

1941  5363  Iron  Door lock?  Two pieces  17/07/2015 

1942  5402  Ceramic  Pottery  17/07/2015 
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1943  5348  Stone  Stone, possibly rounded edge [sic]  17/07/2015 

1944  5454  Iron  Iron nail  17/07/2015 

1945  5288  Iron  Slag  17/07/2015 

1946  5288  Ceramic  Pottery  17/07/2015 

1947  5218  Ceramic  Pottery  17/07/2015 

1948  5419  Iron  Slag  17/07/2015 

1949  5398  Plaster  Plaster  17/07/2015 

1950  5421  Ceramic  Pottery  17/07/2015 

1952  5315  Ceramic  Ceramic, building material  17/07/2015 

1953  5391  Stone  Stone disc  17/07/2015 

1954  5391  Ceramic  Pottery  17/07/2015 

1955  5318  Ceramic  Pottery  17/07/2015 

1956  5238  Ceramic  Clay pipe stem  17/07/2015 

1957  5238  Iron  Misc. iron nails, rivets, etc.  17/07/2015 

1958  5238  Ceramic  Pottery  17/07/2015 

1959  5238  Ceramic  Pottery  17/07/2015 

1960  5403  Ceramic  Pottery  17/07/2015 

1961  5312  Iron  Slag and frags [sic]  17/07/2015 

1963  5292  Iron  Iron nail  17/07/2015 

1964  5395  Iron  Iron nail  17/07/2015 

1965  5395  Stone  Stone disc  17/07/2015 

1966  5395  Ceramic  Pottery  17/07/2015 

1968  5219  Bone  Bone comb  17/07/2015 

1969  5105  Ceramic  Glazed ceramic pipe, blue and white  18/07/2015 

1970  5425  Ceramic  Pottery  18/07/2015 

1971  5425  Iron  Nails  18/07/2015 

1972  5305  Iron  Nails  18/07/2015 

1973  5305  Ceramic  Pottery  18/07/2015 

1974  5015  Plaster  Plaster  18/07/2015 

1975  5015  Glass  Window glass  18/07/2015 

1976  5015  Iron  Iron nails and slag  18/07/2015 

1977  5015  Ceramic  Pottery  18/07/2015 

1978  5256  Ceramic  Pottery  18/07/2015 

1979  5344  Wood  Wood  18/07/2015 

1980  5298  Ceramic  Pottery (see <2152>)  18/07/2015 

1981  5358  Stone  Stone disc/pot stopper  18/07/2015 

1982  5358  Ceramic  Pottery  18/07/2015 

1983  5131  Copper alloy  Needle  18/07/2015 

1984  5027  Ceramic  Pottery  18/07/2015 

1985  5027  Iron  Iron slag  18/07/2015 

1986  5027  Iron  Rivet  18/07/2015 

1987  5027  Charcoal  Charcoal  18/07/2015 

1988  5027  Stone  Stone disc  18/07/2015 

1989  5027  Stone  Spindle whorl, decorated  18/07/2015 

1990  5105  Copper alloy  Button  18/07/2015 
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1991  5035  Ceramic  Ceramic building material  18/07/2015 

1992  5035  Iron  Iron slag  18/07/2015 

1993  5035  Stone  Stone disc  18/07/2015 

1994  5321  Iron  Slag  18/07/2015 

1995  5321  Stone  Stone disc  18/07/2015 

1996  5451  Iron  Nail  18/07/2015 

1997  5451  Ceramic  Pottery  18/07/2015 

1998  5419  Iron  Iron nail  18/07/2015 

1999  5131  Iron  Rod  18/07/2015 

2000  5131  Iron?  Slag; vitreous in some parts  18/07/2015 

2001  5034  Ceramic  Pottery  18/07/2015 

2002  5426  Ceramic  Pottery  18/07/2015 

2003  5426  Charcoal  Charcoal  18/07/2015 

2004  5426  Iron  Iron slag object  18/07/2015 

2005  5331  Ceramic  Pottery  19/07/2015 

2006  5331  Ceramic  Ceramic building material  19/07/2015 

2007  5331  Charcoal  Charcoal  19/07/2015 

2008  5431  Ceramic  Pottery (see <2064>)  19/07/2015 

2009  5431  Lead  Lead runoff  19/07/2015 

2010  5255  Iron  Iron nails and slag  19/07/2015 

2011  5418  Ceramic  Pottery  19/07/2015 

2012  5452  Ceramic  Pottery  19/07/2015 

2013  5028  Stone  Quern stone fragments  19/07/2015 

2014  5028  Ceramic  Ceramic building material  19/07/2015 

2015  5028  Ceramic  Pottery  19/07/2015 

2016  5028  Iron  Iron nails and slag  19/07/2015 

2017  5284  Stone  Fire‐cracked stone  19/07/2015 

2018  5284  Stone  Worked stone  19/07/2015 

2019  5284  Ceramic  Pottery (see <1925>)  19/07/2015 

2020  5355  Iron  Iron nails  19/07/2015 

2021  5355  Glass  Bottle glass  19/07/2015 

2022  5355  Stone  Worked stone  19/07/2015 

2023  5363  Plaster  Plaster  19/07/2015 

2024  5363  Iron  Iron nails  19/07/2015 

2025  5363  Ceramic  Pottery  19/07/2015 

2026  5348  Ceramic  Pottery  19/07/2015 

2027  5348  Ceramic  Pottery  19/07/2015 

2028  5348  Iron  Nails  19/07/2015 

2029  5363  Iron  Bottle glass  19/07/2015 

2030  5363  Glass  Window glass  19/07/2015 

2031  5146  Glass  Decorated copper sheet fragment  19/07/2015 

2032  5363  Plaster  Plaster  19/07/2015 

2033  5363  Iron  Iron slag  19/07/2015 

2034  5230  Glass  Window glass (see <1719>)  19/07/2015 

2035  5027  Lead  Lead runoff  19/07/2015 
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2036  5230  Glass  Bottle glass  19/07/2015 

2037  5230  Ceramic  Pottery  19/07/2015 

2038  5230  Iron  Nail (see <1712>)  19/07/2015 

2040  5230  Glass  Window glass (see <1719>)  19/07/2015 

2041  5221  Iron  Nail  19/07/2015 

2042  5221  Ceramic  Pottery  19/07/2015 

2043  5298  Iron  Nail  19/07/2015 

2044  5298  Charcoal  Charcoal  19/07/2015 

2046  5253  Ceramic  Pottery  19/07/2015 

2047  5253  Charcoal/coke  Coke  19/07/2015 

2048  5253  Iron  Nails and slag  19/07/2015 

2051  5024  Ceramic  Pottery  19/07/2015 

2052  5024  Iron  Iron slag  19/07/2015 

2053  5260  Ceramic  Pottery  19/07/2015 

2054  5260  Copper alloy  Copper alloy and vessel fragment  19/07/2015 

2055  5000  Copper alloy  Coin, French  19/07/2015 

2056  5105  Iron  Miscellaneous iron objects  19/07/2015 

2057  5105  Iron  Iron ring  19/07/2015 

2058  5105  Iron  Heel plate  19/07/2015 

2059  5105  Glass  Bottle glass  19/07/2015 

2060  5105  Glass  Window glass  19/07/2015 

2061  5105  Flint  Flint nodule  19/07/2015 

2062  5105  Iron  Iron vessel fragment  19/07/2015 

2063  5105  Ceramic  Ceramic building material  19/07/2015 

2064  5431  Ceramic  Pottery  19/07/2015 

2065  5431  Ceramic  Pottery  19/07/2015 

2067  5433  Iron  Iron slag  19/07/2015 

2068  5433  Stone  Stone disc  20/07/2015 

2069  5228  Iron  Nails  20/07/2015 

2070  5228  Ceramic  Tile?  20/07/2015 

2071  5228  Plaster  Plaster  20/07/2015 

2072  5228  Ceramic  Pottery  20/07/2015 

2073  5228  Stone  Slate  20/07/2015 

2074  5228  Ceramic  Ceramic building material  20/07/2015 

2075  5228  Glass  Bottle glass  20/07/2015 

2076  5415  Ceramic  Ceramic building material  20/07/2015 

2077  5415  Ceramic  Pottery  20/07/2015 

2079  Spoil  Ceramic  Pipe stem  20/07/2015 

2080  5348  Copper alloy  Copper clip?  20/07/2015 

2081  5354  Stone  Stone pivot  20/07/2015 

2082  5462  Stone  Stone pivot  21/07/2015 

2083  5280  Ceramic  Pot, fragment (Portmahomack?)  21/07/2015 

2084  5246  Ceramic  Pot sherd  21/07/2015 

2085  5246  Iron  Iron hook  21/07/2015 
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2086  5246  Iron  Iron nail and other objects  21/07/2015 

2087  5256  Lead  Lead object  21/07/2015 

2088  5412  Ceramic  Pottery  21/07/2015 

2089  5462  Ceramic  Pottery  21/07/2015 

2090  5452  Stone  Spindle whorl  21/07/2015 

2091  5415  Iron  Pegs, can, other objects  21/07/2015 

2092  5462  Stone  Stone disc  21/07/2015 

2093  5462  Glass  Bottle base  21/07/2015 

2094  5457  Iron  Iron nail  21/07/2015 

2095  5457  Glass  Glass sherd  21/07/2015 

2096  5449  Stone  Stone disc  21/07/2015 

2097  5449  Ceramic  Pot sherds  21/07/2015 

2098  5354  Stone  Stone disc (x 9)  21/07/2015 

2099  5037  Iron  Iron rivet  21/07/2015 

2100  5027  Iron  Iron nail  21/07/2015 

2101  5116  Glass  Glass fragments  21/07/2015 

2102  5332  Ceramic  Pottery  21/07/2015 

2103  5221  Ceramic  Pottery  21/07/2015 

2104  5348  Stone  Stone disc  21/07/2015 

2105  5116  Stone  Whetstone  21/07/2015 

2106  5116  Pot  Pottery  21/07/2015 

2107  5116  Pot  Stoneware and Redware sherds  21/07/2015 

2108  5116  Stone  Stone disc  21/07/2015 

2109  5397  Ceramic  Spindle whorl  22/07/2015 

2110  5284  Copper alloy  Misc. object with possible iron concretion  22/07/2015 

2111  5123  Iron  Iron knife blade  22/07/2015 

2112  5354  Ceramic  Pottery  22/07/2015 

2113  5354  Glass  Bottle glass  22/07/2015 

2114  5255  Stone  Stone disc  22/07/2015 

2115  5255  Flint  Flint  22/07/2015 

2116  5267  Ceramic  Pottery  22/07/2015 

2117  5267  Iron  Vessel fragment  22/07/2015 

2118  5267  Stone  Stone pot stopper  22/07/2015 

2119  5219  Ceramic  Pottery  22/07/2015 

2120  5024  Ceramic  Pottery  22/07/2015 

2121  5346  Ceramic  Pottery  22/07/2015 

2122  5146  Ceramic  Pottery  22/07/2015 

2123  5346  Stone  Stone disc  22/07/2015 

2124  5146  Iron  Nail?  Strap?  22/07/2015 

2125  5490  Iron  Iron knife blade  22/07/2015 

2126  5299?  Ceramic  Pottery (see <1659?>)  22/07/2015 

2127  5402  Vitreous slag     22/07/2015 

2128  5346  Metal  Misc. object  22/07/2015 

2129  5131  Stone  Stone disc  22/07/2015 

2130  5431  Ceramic  Pottery (see <2008>)  22/07/2015 



Cromarty Medieval Burgh Community Archaeology Project 2014-2016 
Data Structure Report on the 2015-16 Fieldwork Seasons 

‐ 68 ‐ 

Find 
No. 

Context 
No. 

Material  Description/Notes  Date 

2131  5431  Ceramic  Clay pipe stem  22/07/2015 

2132  5431  Glass  Bottle glass  22/07/2015 

2133  5204  Ceramic  Pottery  22/07/2015 

2134  5490  Iron  Nail  22/07/2015 

2135  5035  Stone  Stone pot stopper  22/07/2015 

2136a  5298  Iron  Nail  22/07/2015 

2136b  5483  Iron  Nail  22/07/2015 

2137  5483  Ceramic  Pottery  22/07/2015 

2138  5280  Iron  Nail  22/07/2015 

2139  5253  Stone  Worked stone  22/07/2015 

2140  5280  Ceramic  Pottery   22/07/2015 

2141  5280  Stone  Pot lid  22/07/2015 

2142  5204  Glass  Bottle glass  22/07/2015 

2143  5204  Iron  Iron nail  22/07/2015 

2144  5431  Iron  Iron nails  22/07/2015 

2145a  5426  Charcoal  Charcoal  22/07/2015 

2145b  5243  Stone  Quern fragment  22/07/2015 

2146a  5220  Iron  Nail  22/07/2015 

2146b  5001  Stone  Quern fragment  22/07/2015 

2147  5001  Stone  Stone disc  22/07/2015 

2148  5344  Wood  Wood  23/07/2015 

2149  5288  Ceramic  Spindle whorl  23/07/2015 

2150  5002  Ceramic  Pottery  23/07/2015 

2151  5002  Ceramic  Pottery  23/07/2015 

2152  5298  Ceramic  Pottery  23/07/2015 

2153  5491  Ceramic  Pottery  23/07/2015 

2154  5398  Ceramic  Pottery  23/07/2015 

2155  5032  Iron  Nail  23/07/2015 

2156  5032  Ceramic  Pottery  23/07/2015 

2157  5449  Iron  Iron nails and misc. objects  23/07/2015 

2158  5449  Stone  Stone pot stopper  23/07/2015 

2159  5449  Ceramic  Pottery  23/07/2015 

2160  5258  Iron  Misc. iron object  23/07/2015 

2161  5258  Ceramic  Pottery  23/07/2015 

2162  5258  Stone  Stone disc  23/07/2015 

2163  5298  Iron  Iron object  23/07/2015 

2164  5298  Glass  Bottle glass  23/07/2015 

2165 
Spoil/MD 

find  Iron  Iron key  23/07/2015 

2166 
Spoil/MD 

find  Iron  Miscellaneous iron object  23/07/2015 

2167 
Spoil/MD 

find  Iron  Fish hooks  23/07/2015 

2168 
Spoil/MD 

find  Copper alloy  Buttons  23/07/2015 

2169 
Spoil/MD 

find  Copper alloy  Miscellaneous copper alloy fragments  23/07/2015 
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2170  Spoil  Iron  Gate or door latch  23/07/2015 

2171  Spoil  Copper alloy  Coin  23/07/2015 

2172  5490  Copper alloy  Copper alloy fragment  23/07/2015 

2173  5333  Copper alloy  Copper alloy object with rivet and rivet hole  23/07/2015 

2174  5388  Copper alloy  Copper alloy sheet fragment  23/07/2015 

2175  5221  Clay  Pottery (see <2103>)  23/07/2015 

2176  5253  Iron  Rivets  23/07/2015 

2177  5539  Copper alloy  Copper alloy fragments  23/07/2015 

2178 
Fill of 
5388?  ?  Worked object  23/07/2015 

2179  5423  Ceramic  Pottery  23/07/2015 

2180  5346  Iron  Iron nails  23/07/2015 

2181  5128  Iron  Iron nails/rivets  23/07/2015 

2182  5128  Iron  Fish hook  23/07/2015 

2183  5308  Ceramic  Pottery   23/07/2015 

2184  5308  Charcoal  Charcoal  23/07/2015 

2185  5128  Stone  Stone discs (first bag removed from site)  23/07/2015 

2186  5294  Ceramic  Pottery  23/07/2015 

2187  5294  Iron  Nail and slag  23/07/2015 

2188  5415  Stone  Pot stopper  23/07/2015 

2189  5246  Iron  Iron object  24/07/2015 

2190  5289  Stone  Spindle whorl, half, stone  24/07/2015 

2191  5514  Iron  Slag  24/07/2015 

2192  5324  Iron  Iron  24/07/2015 

2193  5452  Iron  Nails  24/07/2015 

2194  5452  Stone  Worked stone  24/07/2015 

2195  5396  Iron  Slag and iron  24/07/2015 

2196  5430  Ceramic  Pottery  24/07/2015 

2197  5456  Ceramic  Pottery  24/07/2015 

2198  5456  Iron  Nails  24/07/2015 

2199  5396  Ceramic  Pottery  24/07/2015 

2200  5462  Iron  Nail  24/07/2015 

2201  5462  Iron  Buckle  24/07/2015 

2202  5462  Iron  Spade/tool  24/07/2015 

2203  Spoil  Stone  Quern fragment  24/07/2015 

2204  5423  Iron  Nail  24/07/2015 

2205  5402  Stone  Stone disc  24/07/2015 

2206  5542  Charcoal  Charcoal  24/07/2015 

2207  5490  Ceramic  Pipe stem  24/07/2015 

2208  5426  Iron  Nails  24/07/2015 

2209  5539  Ceramic  Pottery  24/07/2015 

2210  5204  Ceramic  Pottery  24/07/2015 

2211  5309  Stone  Stone pot stopper  24/07/2015 

2212  5230  Iron  Misc. iron fragments  24/07/2015 

2213  5454  Ceramic  Pottery  24/07/2015 
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2214  5449  Stone  Stone pot stopper  24/07/2015 

2215  5449  Stone  Smoothed stone  24/07/2015 

2216  5544  Iron  Nails  24/07/2015 

2217  5472  Ceramic  Pottery  24/07/2015 

2218  5431  Stone/ceramic  Vitreous slag  24/07/2015 

2219  5388  Ceramic  Ceramic building material  24/07/2015 

2220  5115  Iron  Iron nails and slag  24/07/2015 

2221  5115  Glass  Bottle glass  24/07/2015 

2223  5115  Glass  Window glass  24/07/2015 

2224  5115  Ceramic  Pottery  24/07/2015 

2225  5438  Ceramic  Pottery  24/07/2015 

2226  5348  Stone  Worked stone  24/07/2015 

2227  5521  Ceramic  Pottery  25/07/2015 

2228  5333  Ceramic  Pottery  25/07/2015 

2229  5333  Iron     25/07/2015 

2230  5146  Slag  Vitreous slag  25/07/2015 

2231  5490  Ceramic  Pottery  25/07/2015 

2232  5528  Ceramic  Pottery  25/07/2015 

2233  5520  Iron  Nails  25/07/2015 

2234  5246  Iron  Nails  25/07/2015 

2235  5521  Stone  Quern stone fragment (upper, rotary)  25/07/2015 

2236  5524  Ceramic  Pottery  25/07/2015 

2237  5524  Stone  Weight, half (fishing? loom?)  25/07/2015 

2238  5583  Copper alloy  Pin  25/07/2015 

2239  5482  Stone  Quern, in‐situ  25/07/2015 

2240  5462  Copper alloy  Coin  25/07/2015 

2241  5253  Ceramic  Ceramic building material  25/07/2015 

2242  5253  Plaster  Plaster and mortar  25/07/2015 

2243  5253  Iron  Iron rod  25/07/2015 

2244  5253  Stone  Slate  25/07/2015 

2245  5539  Ceramic  Pipe stem  25/07/2015 

2246  5539  Ceramic  Pottery  25/07/2015 

2247  5435  Ceramic  Pottery  25/07/2015 

2248  5219  Charcoal  Charcoal  25/07/2015 

2249  5219  Iron  Iron hook  25/07/2015 

2250  5219  Ceramic  Pottery  25/07/2015 

2251  5324  Ceramic  Pottery  25/07/2015 

2252  5324  Ceramic  Ceramic building material  25/07/2015 

2253  5324  Iron  Nails and slag  25/07/2015 

2254  5585  Ceramic  Pottery  25/07/2015 

2255  5280  Ceramic  Pottery  25/07/2015 

2256  5583  Copper alloy  Copper alloy object  25/07/2015 

2257  5544  Ceramic  Pottery  25/07/2015 

2258  5132  Ceramic  Pottery  25/07/2015 
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2259  5322  Ceramic  Pottery  25/07/2015 

2260  5282  Ceramic  Pottery  25/07/2015 

2261  5282  Iron  Nails and slag  25/07/2015 

2262  5282  Bone  Worked bone  25/07/2015 

2263  5132  Iron  Iron, misc.  25/07/2015 

2264  5490  Iron  Iron, misc.  25/07/2015 

2265  5490  Glass  Bottle glass  25/07/2015 

2266  5461  Charcoal  Charcoal  25/07/2015 

2267  5461  Iron  Slag  25/07/2015 

2268  5461  Stone  Stone disc  25/07/2015 

2269  5548  Ceramic  Ceramic building material  25/07/2015 

2270  5548  Ceramic  Pottery  25/07/2015 

2271  5218  Ceramic  Pottery  25/07/2015 

2272  5218  Iron  Iron, misc.  25/07/2015 

2273  5305  Iron  Iron rivets and nail  25/07/2015 

2274  5669  Ceramic  Pottery  25/07/2015 

2275  5669  Iron  Iron pin  25/07/2015 

2276  5305  Ceramic  Pottery  25/07/2015 

2277  5426  Ceramic  Pottery  25/07/2015 

2278  5528  Ceramic  Pottery  25/07/2015 

2279  5528  Iron  Rivets and slag  25/07/2015 

2280  5528  Wood  Wood with nail hole?  25/07/2015 

2281  5528  Stone  Worked stone  25/07/2015 

2282  5305  Skin  Fish skin?  25/07/2015 

2283  5105  Ceramic  Prattware pipe bowl  25/07/2015 

2284  5146  Ceramic  Pottery  25/07/2015 

2285  5146  Ceramic  Pottery  26/07/2015 

2286  5146  Iron  Slag  26/07/2015 

2287  5253  Ceramic  Pottery  26/07/2015 

2288  5253  Iron  Slag  26/07/2015 

2289  5530  Ceramic  Pottery  26/07/2015 

2290  5324  Mortar  Mortar  26/07/2015 

2291  5324  Iron  Nails  26/07/2015 

2292  5324  Copper alloy  Sheet  26/07/2015 

2293  5324  Ceramic  Pottery  26/07/2015 

2294  5583  Ceramic  Pottery  26/07/2015 

2295  5583  Iron  Nails  26/07/2015 

2296  5583  Stone  Pot stopper  26/07/2015 

2297  5333  Ceramic  Pottery  26/07/2015 

2298  5333  Iron  Nail  26/07/2015 

2299  5315  Ceramic  Pottery  26/07/2015 

2300  5315  Iron  Misc. iron object  26/07/2015 

2301  5514  Iron  Knife blade  26/07/2015 

2302  5348  Iron  Iron object  26/07/2015 

2303  5121  Iron  Nail  26/07/2015 
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2304  5121  Ceramic  Pottery  26/07/2015 

2305  5545  Stone  Stone disc  26/07/2015 

2306  5462  Lead  Lead object  26/07/2015 

2307  5435  Ceramic  Pottery  26/07/2015 

2308  5321  Iron  Nails  26/07/2015 

2309  5011  Iron  Slag  26/07/2015 

2310  5011  Ceramic  Pottery  26/07/2015 

2311  5461  Iron  Iron, misc.  26/07/2015 

2312  5461  Ceramic  Pottery  26/07/2015 

2313  5333  Iron  Iron handle  26/07/2015 

2314  5321  Ceramic  Pottery  26/07/2015 

2315  5603  Ceramic  Pottery  26/07/2015 

2316  5442  Charcoal  Charcoal  26/07/2015 

2317  5442  Iron  Nails  26/07/2015 

2318  5442  Mortar  Mortar  26/07/2015 

2319  5588  Ceramic  Pottery  26/07/2015 

2320  5121  Stone  Pot stopper  26/07/2015 

2321  5655  Ceramic  Pottery  26/07/2015 

2322  5655  Stone  Pot stopper  26/07/2015 

2323  5655  Flint  Flint  26/07/2015 

2324  5656  Ceramic  Pottery  26/07/2015 

2325  5324  Stone  Worked stone?  26/07/2015 

2326  5528  Ceramic  Pottery   27/07/2015 

2327  5648  Ceramic  Pottery   27/07/2015 

2328  ?  Ceramic  Pottery from unknown med. Context (26/7/15)  27/07/2015 

2329  5324  Copper alloy  Metal fitting  27/07/2015 

2330  Spoil  Metal    Strap end from sieving/flot   27/07/2015 

2331  99  Pottery  x7 sherds medieval redware  2014 

2332  5206  Pottery  x3 sherds medieval redware   2014 

2333  99  Pottery  Misc. medieval green glaze, redware, grey ware  2014 

2334  99  Pottery  x2 stoneware sherds  2014 

2335  99  Pottery  x2 sherds salt glazed stoneware   2014 

2336  99  Pottery  Misc. pottery sherds, clay pipe stem  2014 

2337  99  Pottery  x2 Wedgewood basalt ware sherds  2014 

2338  99  Glass  Bottle neck ‐ late 18/early 19C   2014 

2339  99  Glass  Bottle base ‐ C19   2014 

2340  99  Glass  Well‐worn glass rim  2014 

2341  99  Glass  Misc. glass including bottle neck and base 
fragment  2014 

2342  99  Glass  Blue glass bottle neck  2014 

2343  99  Metal  Brass handle  2014 

2370  5690  Ceramic  Ceramics from lower gully fill  02.06.16 

2371  5548  Ceramic  Ceramic sherd from gully fill  31.05.16 

2373  5690  Daub  Daub  01.06.16 
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2374  5720  Ceramic  Ceramics (from same pot?)  30.05.16 

2375  5711  Ceramic  Ceramics from floor horizon  26.05.16 

2376  5188  Slag  Slag and hearth base from smithing area  31.05.16 

2377  5690  Stone  Stone disc from foundation gully fill  01.06.16 

2378  5690  Slag  Top of gully fill in burnt deposit  01.06.16 

2379  5720  Iron  3 x iron objects  01.06.16 

2381  5685  Daub/Ceramic  Mix of ceramics and daub  01.06.16 

2383  5690  Ceramic  Ceramics from foundation gully fill  02.06.16 

2384  5209  Stone  Stone disc from top of wall  01.06.16 

2385  5131  Stone  2 x stone discs from below paving [5248]  24.05.16 

2386  5131  Stone  1 x stone disc and 1 x stone sphere  24.05.16 

2387  5711  Copper‐alloy  3 x objects from floor horizon  26.05.16 

2388  5711  Iron  Fish hook from floor horizon  26.05.16 

2389  5131  Copper‐alloy  2 x objects from below vennel slabs  25.05.16 

2390  5711  Stone  Stone disc  26.05.16 

2391  5722  Ceramic  Ceramics from lower fill of pit  26.05.16 

2392  5711  Lead  Lead object from floor horizon  26.05.16 

2393  5437  Ceramic  Ceramics  25.05.16 

2394  5690  Copper‐alloy  Cu object adhering to stone or ceramic from 
gully fill  02.06.16 

2395  5548  Stone  Stone disc from fill of foundation gully  31.05.16 

2397  5690  Slag  Slag from upper fill of foundation gully  02.06.16 

2398  5131  Ceramic  Ceramics from below paving [5248]  23.05.16 

2399  5711  Iron  11 x iron objects from floor horizon  24.05.16 

2400  5131  Iron  Iron slag, rivet and bar from below vennel slabs 
[5133]  24.05.16 

2401  5720  Iron  5 x iron objects from house floor  06.06.16 

2402  ‐  Ceramic  Ceramics from house floor  06.06.16 

2406  5139  Ceramic  Ceramics from vennel surface  06.06.16 

2408  5248  Stone  Rotary quern fragment from area of paving  23.05.16 

2409  5012  Stone  Rotary quern fragment from wall packing  11.06.16 

2410  5308  Ceramic  Ceramics  11.06.16 

2412  99  Stone  Sharpening stone for fish hooks?  11.06.16 

2413  99  Stone  2 x stone discs  11.06.16 

2414  99  Ceramic  Ceramics  11.06.16 

2415  99  Stone  Pebble tool with slight abrasion on end  11.06.16 

2416  99  Brass  Drawer handle/knob  11.06.16 

2417  5219  Ceramic  Bellamine wine jug 'mask' ‐ German Stoneware  12.06.16 

2418  5305  Ceramic  Ceramics  12.06.16 

2419  5305  Ceramic  2 x clay pipe stem fragments  12.06.16 

2420  5305  Iron  Iron object  12.06.16 

2421  5224  Stone  Flat stone with grooves ‐ possibly used for 
sharpening fish hooks  12.06.16 

2422  5257  Ceramic  Ceramics  12.06.16 

2423  5257  Iron  Square‐section iron nail  12.06.16 
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2424  5257  Iron  Iron boot heel/plate ‐ or small horseshoe  12.06.16 

2426  5388  Ceramic  Ceramics  12.06.16 

2428  5388  Iron  2 x iron objects  12.06.16 

2429  5308  Ceramic  Ceramics  12.06.16 

2430  5308  Iron  2 x iron objects  12.06.16 

2431  5528  Ceramic  Ceramics  12.06.16 

2432  5398  Stone  Fragment of mica schist rotary quern  12.06.16 

2433  5230  Stone  Sharpening stone for fish hooks?  12.06.16 

2434  5528  Daub/Brick  Daub and fragments of broken brick?  12.06.16 

2435  5873  Ceramic  Ceramics  12.06.16 

2439  5873  Iron  Iron square‐section staple  13.06.16 

2440  5873  Iron  Domestic flat iron  13.06.16 

2441  5528  Iron  3 x iron nails/rivets  13.06.16 

2442  5528  Slag  2 x pieces of slag  13.06.16 

2443  5528  Iron  Iron objects  13.06.16 

2446  5534  Ceramic  Ceramics  13.06.16 

2448  5534  Iron  6 x iron objects  13.06.16 

2450  5368  Stone  Flat stone ‐ possible roof tile?  13.06.16 

2451  99  Stone  Stone disc from surface of Thief's Row  13.06.16 

2452  5869  Flint  Flint fragment  13.06.16 

2454  5363  Stone  3 x possible worked stones  13.06.16 

2456  5869  Daub  Fragments of daub  14.06.16 

2457  5869  Iron  Iron objects  14.06.16 

2458  5869  Ceramic  Ceramics  14.06.16 

2459  5869  Stone  Stone discs  14.06.16 

2461  5028  Iron  Iron objects  14.06.16 

2462  5028  Daub  Daub fragments  14.06.16 

2466  5028  Ceramic  Ceramics  14.06.16 

2468  5887  Ceramic  Ceramics  14.06.16 

2470  5710  Iron  Possible iron nail  14.06.16 

2471  5710  Ceramic  Ceramic sherd  14.06.16 

2472  5205  Stone  2 x fragments of mica schist rotary quern  14.06.16 

2473  5892  Stone  Decorated spindle whorl  16.06.16 

2474  5267  Iron  Iron object  16.06.16 

2475  5267  Daub  Daub fragments  14.06.16 

2476  5267  Ceramic  Ceramics  16.06.16 

2477  5267  Stone  Stone disc plus possible stone tools  16.06.16 

2478  5400  Copper‐alloy  Cu buckle/fastener  16.06.16 

2479  5400  Copper‐alloy  Cu object  16.06.16 

2480  5538  Stone  Stone tool  17.06.16 

2481  5538  Ceramic  Ceramics  17.06.16 

2483  5028  Ceramic  Ceramics  17.06.16 

2485  5869  Iron  Iron object  17.06.16 

2486  5869  Ceramic  Ceramic sherd  17.06.16 

2487  5267  Ceramic  Ceramics  17.06.16 
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2489  99  Copper‐alloy  Cu sheet fragment with punched hole  17.06.16 

2492  5528  Ceramic  Ceramics  17.06.16 

2493  5219  Ceramic  Ceramics  17.06.16 

2495  5484  Ceramic  Ceramics  17.06.16 

2496  5484  Iron  1x iron spike/awl and 1 x seaweed cutting 
knife?  17.06.16 

2499  5267  Iron  Iron objects  17.06.16 

2501  5221  Copper‐alloy  Cu 'Latten‐type' ball knob spoon (complete)  18.06.16 

2502  5267  Ceramic  Ceramics  18.06.16 

2503  5400  Ceramic  Ceramics  18.06.16 

2504  5400  Stone  2 x whetstones?  18.06.16 

2506  5400  Iron  Iron objects  18.06.16 

2507  5903  Copper‐alloy  Cu pin  18.06.16 

2508  5911  ?  Coin  18.06.16 

2509  5897  Ceramic  Ceramics  18.06.16 

2511  5897  Stone  Possible stone tool  18.06.16 

2514  5324  Iron  Iron objects  18.06.16 

2516  5324  Ceramic  Ceramics  18.06.16 

2517  5324  Stone  Stone disc  18.06.16 

2518  5509  Ceramic  Ceramics  18.06.16 

2520  5915  Stone  Spindle whorl  18.06.16 

2521  5915  Iron  Iron object  18.06.16 

2522  5400  Ceramic  Ceramics  20.06.16 

2523  5400  Stone  Possible stone tools?  20.06.16 

2524  5221  Iron  Iron object  20.06.16 

2526  5221  Ceramic  Ceramics  20.06.16 

2527  5221  Stone  Stone discs  20.06.16 

2527  5499  Ceramic  Ceramics  20.06.16 

2528  5490  Ceramic  Ceramics  20.06.16 

2529  5221  Iron  Iron fish hook  20.06.16 

2530  5538  Iron  Iron objects  20.06.16 

2531  5538  Slag  Iron slag  20.06.16 

2532  5538  Ceramic  Ceramics  20.06.16 

2533  5538  Daub  Daub fragments  20.06.16 

2534  5928  Copper‐alloy  Cu pin/bodkin  21.06.16 

2535  5574  Ceramic  Ceramics  21.06.16 

2536  5574  Iron  Iron object  21.06.16 

2537  5574  Ceramic  Ceramics  21.06.16 

2538  5194  Ceramic  Ceramics  21.06.16 

2539  5388  Stone  Whetstone  21.06.16 

2540  5388  Iron  Iron objects  21.06.16 

2541  5388  Ceramic  Ceramics  21.06.16 

2542  5414  Iron  Iron object ‐ possible door fitting  21.06.16 

2543  5414  Stone  Stone disc  21.06.16 

2544  5414  Ceramic  Ceramics  21.06.16 
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2545  5400  Iron  Iron objects  21.06.16 

2546  5221  Iron  Large buckle ‐ possible harness fitting  21.06.16 

2547  5221  Copper‐alloy  Large rivet/stud with peened‐over end  21.06.16 

2548  5918  Iron  2 x melted iron objects/slag?  21.06.16 

2549  5902  Ceramic  Ceramics  21.06.16 

2550  5902  Stone  Possible stone disc (sub‐rectangular)  21.06.16 

2551  5902  Iron  Iron fish hook?  21.06.16 

2552  5285  Stone  Upper rotary quern stone (sandstone)  21.06.16 

2553  5902  Ceramic  Ceramics  21.06.16 

2554  5903  Iron  Iron objects  21.06.16 

2555  5221  Iron  Large selection of iron objects including 
rivets/fittings  21.06.16 

2556  5935  Copper‐alloy  Cu sheet fragment  22.06.16 

2557  5902  Iron  Iron object ‐ possible chain links  22.06.16 

2558  5221  Iron/Cu  Iron and Cu objects  22.06.16 

2559  5903  Ceramic  Ceramics  22.06.16 

2560  5916  Ceramic  Ceramics  22.06.16 

2561  5915  Iron  Iron objects  22.06.16 

2562  5915  Ceramic  Ceramics  22.06.16 

2563  5129  Stone  Worked stone fragment  22.06.16 

2563  5219  Ceramic  Ceramics  22.06.16 

2564  5930  Ceramic  Ceramics  22.06.16 

2565  5930  Stone  Possible pebble tool  22.06.16 

2566  5922  Ceramic  Ceramics  22.06.16 

2567  5902  Iron/Wood  Iron object with attached wood  22.06.16 

2567  5929  Ceramic  Ceramics  22.06.16 

2568  5929  Daub  Daub fragments  22.06.16 

2569  5975  Ceramic  Ceramics  22.06.16 

2570  5432  Ceramic  Ceramics  22.06.16 

2571  5932  Ceramic  Ceramics  22.06.16 

2572  5892  Ceramic  Glazed cylindrical pottery sherd with central 
hole ‐ small whorl, bead or button?  22.06.16 

2573  5898  Stone  Stone disc  22.06.16 

2574  5898  Iron  Iron object  22.06.16 

2575  5926  Ceramic  Ceramic sherd  22.06.16 

2576  5221  Daub  Daub fragments  22.06.16 

2577  5499  Ceramic  Ceramics  22.06.16 

2578  5903  Copper‐alloy  Cu object in sandy matrix  22.06.16 

2579  5903  Iron  Iron object  22.06.16 

2580  5918  Ceramic  Ceramics  22.06.16 

2581  5918  Stone  Stone discs  23.06.16 

2582  5918  Iron  Iron objects  23.06.16 

2583  5911  Ceramic  Ceramic sherd  23.06.16 

2584  5388  Copper‐alloy  Cu pin  23.06.16 

2584  5902  Copper‐alloy  Cu objects  23.06.16 

2585  5288  Ceramic  Ceramics  23.06.16 
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2587  5874  Ceramic  Ceramics  23.06.16 

2588  5874  Iron  Iron objects  23.06.16 

2589  5896  Ceramic  Ceramics  23.06.16 

2590  5924  Lead  Molten lead  23.06.16 

2591  5924  Ceramic  Ceramics  23.06.16 

2592  5430  Stone  Rotary quern fragment  23.06.16 

2592  5430  Ceramic  Ceramics  23.06.16 

2593  5918  Lead  Lead object  23.06.16 

2594  5918  Iron  Iron object  23.06.16 

2595  5969  Stone  Stone disc with adhering iron  23.06.16 

2595  5918  Ceramic  Ceramic sherds (from same pot?)  23.06.16 

2596  5969  Ceramic  Ceramics  23.06.16 

2597  5902  Ceramic  Ceramics  23.06.16 

2598  5902  Stone  Possible whetstone?  23.06.16 

2599  5902  Iron  Iron objects  23.06.16 

2600  5221  Ceramic  Ceramics  23.06.16 

2601  5221  Iron  Large iron object  23.06.16 

2602  5927  Stone  Stone object  23.06.16 

2603  5927  Ceramic  Ceramics  23.06.16 

2604  5221  Iron  Iron objects  23.06.16 

2605  5221  Copper‐alloy  Cu sheet fragment  23.06.16 

2606  99  Ceramic  Ceramics  23.06.16 

2607  5379  Ceramic  Ceramics  23.06.16 

2608  99  Stone  5 x rotary quern fragments  23.06.16 

2609  99  Stone  Rotary quern fragment  23.06.16 

2610  99  Stone  Rotary quern fragment  23.06.16 

2611  99  Stone  Sharpening stone for fish hooks?  23.06.16 

2612  5930  Ceramic  Ceramics  23.06.16 

2613  5902  Iron  Iron objects  23.06.16 

2614  5925  Ceramic  Ceramics  24.06.16 

2616  5910  Ceramic  Ceramics  24.06.16 

2618  5900  Iron  Iron objects  24.06.16 

2618  5900  Daub  Daub fragments  24.06.16 

2619  5926  Ceramic  Ceramics  24.06.16 

2620  5902  Ceramic  Ceramics  24.06.16 

2621  5893  Ceramic  Ceramics  24.06.16 

2622  5893  Iron  Iron object  24.06.16 

2622  5893  Stone  Stone disc  24.06.19 

2623  5892  Iron  Iron object  24.06.16 

2624  5892  Iron  Iron objects  24.06.16 

2625  5929  Stone  Upper rotary quern  24.06.16 

2626  5892  Ceramic  Ceramics  24.06.16 

2627  5388  Ceramic  Ceramics  24.06.16 

2628  5388  Slag  Iron slag  24.06.16 

2629  5900  Ceramic  Ceramics  24.06.16 
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Find 
No. 
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No. 

Material  Description/Notes  Date 

2630  5218  Iron  Iron drawer handle? ‐ or horse fitting  24.06.16 

2631  5996  Ceramic  Ceramics  24.06.16 

2632  5990  Ceramic  Ceramics  24.06.16 

2633  5957  Iron  Iron objects  24.06.16 

2634  5916  Ceramic  Ceramics  24.06.16 

2635  5962  Ceramic  Ceramics  24.06.16 

2636  5962  Daub  Vitrified daub  24.06.16 

2637  5962  Ceramic  Ceramics  24.06.16 

2638  5962  Daub  Daub fragments  24.06.16 

2639  5962  Iron  Iron object  24.06.16 

2640  5221  Ceramic  Ceramics  24.06.16 

2641  5221  Iron  Iron objects  24.06.16 

2642  5221  Lead  Lead object/fragment  24.06.16 

2643  5924  Ceramic  Ceramics  24.06.16 

2644  5924  Slag  Iron slag  24.06.16 

2645  5939  Ceramic  Ceramics  24.06.16 

2646  6017  Ceramic  Ceramics  24.06.16 

2647  6017  Iron  Iron object  24.06.16 

2648  5902  Ceramic  Ceramics  24.06.16 

2649  5902  Iron  Iron object  24.06.16 

2650  5918  Flint  Large flint nodule  24.06.16 

2651  5918  Ceramic  Ceramics  24.06.16 

2652  5918  Daub  Daub fragments  24.06.16 

2654  5998  Slag  Iron slag  24.06.16 

2655  5998  Ceramic  Ceramics  25.06.16 

2656  5221  Iron  Iron object  25.06.16 

2657  6034  Ceramic  Ceramic sherd  25.06.16 

2658  6006  Ceramic  Ceramic sherd  25.06.16 

2659  5531  Stone  Rotary quern  25.06.16 

2660  5393  Slag  Iron plano‐convex hearth base  25.06.16 

2661  6070  Ceramic  Ceramics  25.06.16 

2662  6070  Iron  Iron object  25.06.16 

2663  5388  Copper‐alloy  Cu alloy strip  25.06.16 

2664  6066  Ceramic  Ceramic sherd  25.06.16 

2665  6068  Ceramic  Ceramics  25.06.16 

2666  5922  Ceramic  Ceramics  25.06.16 

2667  5922  Iron  Iron object  25.06.16 

2668  5922  Ceramic  Ceramics  25.06.16 

2669  5388  Stone  Spindle whorl  25.06.16 

2670  5388  Ceramic  Ceramics  25.06.16 

2671  5928  Ceramic  Ceramics  25.06.16 

2672  5928  Stone  Stone disc  26.06.16 

2673  6083  Iron/Cu  Iron? Tube fragment with Cu corrosion  26.06.16 

2674  5425  Stone  Grooved sharpening stone  26.06.16 

2675  6071  Iron  Iron objects  26.06.16 
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2676  5388  Iron  Iron objects  26.06.16 

2677  5388  Ceramic  Ceramics  26.05.16 

2678  5896  Ceramic  Ceramics  26.06.16 

2679  6077  Ceramic  Ceramics  26.06.16 

2680  5986  Ceramic  Ceramics  26.06.16 

2681  6115  Ceramic  Ceramics  26.06.16 

2682  6102  Ceramic  Ceramic sherd  26.06.16 

2683  5292  Ceramic  Ceramics  26.06.16 

2684  5499  Ceramic  Ceramics  26.06.16 

2685  6071  Ceramic  Ceramics  26.06.16 

2686  6075  Stone  Stone discs  26.06.16 

2687  6075  Ceramic  Ceramic sherd  26.06.16 

2688  5963  Ceramic  Ceramics  26.06.16 

2689  6095  Ceramic  Ceramic sherd  26.06.16 

2690  6116  Copper‐alloy  Cu sheet with nail hole  26.06.16 

2690  6138  Ceramic  Ceramic spindle whorl  26.06.16 

2691  6071  Ceramic  Ceramic sherd  26.06.16 

2692  6114  Ceramic  Ceramic sherd  26.06.16 

2692  6122  Ceramic  Ceramic sherd  26.06.16 

2693  6138  Stone  Loom or fishing weight (perforated)  26.06.16 

2694  5898  Stone  Point/hook sharpening stone (2 x fragments)  26.06.16 

2695  6138  Ceramic  Ceramics  26.06.16 

2696  5531  Ceramic  Ceramics  26.06.16 

2697  5531  Iron  Iron objects  26.06.16 

2698  5388  Ceramic  Ceramics  26.06.16 

2699  5388  Iron   Iron objects  26.06.16 

2700  5388  Copper‐alloy  Coin  26.06.16 

2701  5934  Ceramic  Ceramics  26.06.16 

2702  6116  Ceramic  Ceramics  26.06.16 

2703  6135  Ceramic  Ceramics  26.06.16 

2704  6083  Ceramic  Ceramics  26.06.16 

2705  6083  Iron  Iron objects  26.06.16 

2706  6071  Ceramic  Ceramics  26.06.16 

2707  5929  Ceramic  Ceramics  26.06.16 

2708  5929  Iron  Iron objects  26.06.16 

2709  5929  Stone  Stone disc  26.06.16 

2710  6083  Ceramic  Ceramics  26.06.16 

2711  6083  Iron  Iron objects  26.06.16 

2712  6138  Iron  Iron object  26.06.16 

2713  6138  Ceramic  Ceramics  26.06.16 

2714  5892  Ceramic  Ceramics  26.06.16 

2715  5892  Iron  Iron objects  26.06.16 

2716  5221  Ceramic  Ceramics  26.06.16 

2717  6148  Ceramic  Ceramic sherd  26.06.16 
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Material  Description/Notes  Date 

2718  5929  Ceramic  Ceramics  26.06.16 

2719  6116  Ceramic  Ceramics  26.06.16 

2720  6116  Iron  Iron object  26.06.16 

2721  5324  Ceramic  Ceramics  26.06.16 

2722  5324  Iron  Iron objects  26.06.16 

2723  5324  Stone  Stone disc  26.06.16 

2724  5324  Copper‐alloy  Cu fragments  26.06.16 

2725  5521  Ceramic  Ceramics  26.06.16 

2726  5521  Iron  Iron objects  26.06.16 

2727  5521  Stone  Stone disc  26.06.16 

2728  2  Stone  Stone disc ‐ Cromarty East Church Excavations 
2008 (Find 136)  26.06.16 

2729  4  Stone  Stone disc ‐ Cromarty East Church Excavations 
2008 (Find 135)  26.06.16 

2730  4  Stone  Stone disc ‐ Cromarty East Church Excavations 
2008 (Find 137  26.06.16 

2731  4  Ceramic  Ceramic sherd ‐ East Church excavations 2008 
(Find 132)  26.06.16 

2732  4  Ceramic  Ceramic sherds x 2 ‐ East Church excavations 
2008 (Find 133)  26.06.16 

2733  4  Ceramic  Ceramic sherd ‐ East Church excavations 2008 
(Find 134)  26.06.16 

2734  9  Copper‐alloy  Possible shroud pins ‐ East Church excavations 
2008 (Find 155)  26.06.16 

2735  10  Copper‐alloy  Possible shroud pins ‐ East Church excavations 
2008 (Find 156)  26.06.16 

2736  8  Copper‐alloy  Possible shroud pins ‐ East Church excavations 
2008 (Find 157)  26.06.16 

2737  1  Copper‐alloy  Possible shroud pins ‐ East Church excavations 
2008 (Find 158)  26.06.16 

2738  1  Copper‐alloy  Possible shroud pins ‐ East Church excavations 
2008 (Find 159)  26.06.16 

2739  1  Copper‐alloy  Possible shroud pins ‐ East Church excavations 
2008 (Find 160)  26.06.16 

2740  2  Copper‐alloy  Possible shroud pins ‐ East Church excavations 
2008 (Find 161)  26.06.16 

2741  2  Copper‐alloy  Possible shroud pins ‐ East Church excavations 
2008 (Find 162)  26.06.16 

2742  3  Copper‐alloy  Possible shroud pins ‐ East Church excavations 
2008 (Find 163)  26.06.16 

2743  3  Copper‐alloy  Possible shroud pins ‐ East Church excavations 
2008 (Find 164)  26.06.16 

2744  4  Copper‐alloy  Possible shroud pins ‐ East Church excavations 
2008 (Find 165)  26.06.16 

2745  61  Copper‐alloy  Possible shroud pins ‐ East Church excavations 
2008 (Find 166)  26.06.16 

2746  75  Copper‐alloy  Possible shroud pins ‐ East Church excavations 
2008 (Find 167)  26.06.16 

2747  1  Copper‐alloy  Cu Fragment ‐ East Church excavations 2008 
(Find 68)  26.06.16 

2748  1  Leather  Leather fragments ‐ East Church excavations 
2008 (Find 54)  26.06.16 

2749  61  Leather  Leather fragments ‐ East Church excavations 
2008 (Find 56)  26.06.16 



Cromarty Medieval Burgh Community Archaeology Project 2014-2016 
Data Structure Report on the 2015-16 Fieldwork Seasons 

‐ 81 ‐ 

Find 
No. 

Context 
No. 

Material  Description/Notes  Date 

2750  1  Leather  Leather fragments ‐ East Church excavations 
2008 (Find 104)  26.06.16 

2751  1  Leather  Leather fragments ‐ East Church excavations 
2008 (Find 105)  26.06.16 

2752  2  Leather  Leather fragments ‐ East Church excavations 
2008 (Find 199)  26.06.16 

2753  6083  Cu  Cu alloy fragment, fastener?  04/09/2016 

2754  6083  Cu  Cu fragment/object    

2755  6083  Metal?  Vitrified material    

2756  6083  Fe  Misc. iron objects, including rivets    

2757  6083  Fe  Iron knife blade fragment; sickle fragment?    

2758  6083  Stone  2 x possible pebble tools  04.09.16 

2759  6083  Stone  1 x quern fragment  04.09.16 

2760  6083  Ceramic  Ceramic pot fragments ‐ Yorkshire?    

2761  6083  Flint  1 x flint fragment  04.09.16 

2762  6083  Ceramic  Misc. medieval ceramics    

2763  5388  Stone  Quern fragments  04.09.16 

2764  5388  Stone  2 x stone discs  04.09.16 

2765  5388  Ceramic  Misc. medieval ceramics    

2766  5893  Stone  2 x possible pebble tools (hammerstone and 
whetstone?)  04.09.16 

2767  5893  Fe  1 x iron rivet    

2768  5893  Ceramic  Misc. medieval ceramics    

2769  5892  Stone  Possible whetstone  04.09.16 

2770  5892  Ceramic  Misc. medieval ceramics    

2771  5892  Fe  3 x misc. Fe object, incl possible knife fragment    

2772  5892  Stone  Large flint flake  04.09.16 

2773  5902  Stone  Complete rotate quern in 6 fragments  04.09.16 

2774  5412  Stone  4 x quern fragments  04.09.16 

2775  5388  Stone  6 x quern fragments  04.09.16 

2776  99  Stone  6 x worked stone objects from spoil heap  04.09.16 

2777  99  Stone  1 x rotary quern fragment from spoil heap  04.09.16 

2778  5873  Stone  1 x rotary quern fragment    04.09.16 

2779  5873  Stone  1 x rotary quern fragment    04.09.16 

2780  5873  Stone  1 x rotary quern fragment    04.09.16 

2781  6175  Stone  pebble tool ‐ hammerstone  04.09.16 

2782  6175  Stone  2 x pot lids  04.09.16 

2783  6175  Stone  Whetstone  04.09.16 

2784  6175  Fe  hearth base  04.09.16 
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Appendix 3 CROM15-16 List of Samples 

Sample 
No. 

Context 
No. 

Description / notes 

754  5344  animal bone 

755  5344  fish bone 

756  5344  misc. shell 

757  5201  animal bone 

758  5201  fish bone 

759  5204  animal bone 

760  5204  fish bone 

761  5204  misc. shell 

762  5311  animal bone 

763  5252  animal bone 

764  5252  fish bone 

765  5343  animal bone 

766  5343  fish bone 

767  5343  misc. shell 

768  5252  animal bone (see <763>) 

769  5252  fish bone 

770  5252  misc. shell 

771  5215  animal bone 

772  5215  fish bone 

773  5215  misc. shell 

774  5352  soil sample 

775  5350  soil sample 

776  5237  soil sample, 2 bags 

777  5258  animal bone (see <802>) 

778  5258  fish bone (see <803>) 

779  5258  misc. shell 

780  5123  animal bone 

781  5123  fish bone 

782  5131  animal bone 

783  5131  fish bone 

784  5344  soil sample: NE area 
outside [5115] 

785  5344  soil sample: NE area 
outside [5115] 

786  5115  animal bone 

787  5359  animal bone 

788  5359  fish bone 

789  5352  fish bone 

790  5011  animal bone 

791  5011  fish bone 

792  5360  animal bone 

793  5349  animal bone 

794  5349  fish bone 

795  5231  animal bone 

796  5231  fish bone 

Sample 
No. 

Context 
No. 

Description / notes 

797  5135  animal bone 

798  5105  animal bone 

799  5299  animal bone 

800  5299  fish bone 

801  5299  misc. shell 

802  5258  animal bone 

803  5258  fish bone 

804  5258  misc. shell (see <779>) 

805  5008  animal bone 

806  5008  fish bone 

807  5128  animal bone 

808  5128  fish bone 

809  5257  animal bone 

810  5257  fish bone 

811  5014  animal bone 

812  5014  fish bone 

813  5134  Kubiena tin 1 

814  5134  Kubiena tin 2 

815  5131  Kubiena tin 3 

816  5123  misc. shell (see <847>) 

817  5134  animal bone 

818  5134  fish bone 

819  5134  misc. shell 

820  5131  misc. shell 

821  5348  soil sample: ashy deposit 

822  5105  animal bone 

823  5105  fish bone 

824  5011  animal bone (see <790>) 

825  5257  misc. shell 

826  5280  animal bone 

827  5280  fish bone 

828  5230  animal bone 

829  5230  fish bone 

830  5250  animal bone 

831  5260  animal bone 

832  5260  fish bone 

833  5329  animal bone 

834  5255  animal bone (see <839>) 

835  5357  animal bone 

836  5357  fish bone 

837  5357  misc. shell 

838  5292  soil sample 

839  5255  animal bone 

840  5255  misc. shell 
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Sample 
No. 

Context 
No. 

Description / notes 

841  5350  animal bone (see <830>) 

842  5350  fish bone 

843  5150  animal bone 

844  5237  animal bone 

845  5237  fish bone 

846  5237  misc. shell 

847  VOID  VOID 

848  5256  animal bone 

849  5256  fish bone 

850  5256  misc. shell 

851  5400  charcoal 

852  5253  animal bone 

853  5318  animal bone 

854  5123  soil sample: midden 

855  5123  soil sample: midden 

856  5245  animal bone 

857  5295  fish bone 

858  5295  misc. shell 

859  5035  animal bone (see <895>) 

860  5035  fish bone (see <896>) 

861  VOID    

862  5218  animal bone 

863  VOID    

864  5308  animal bone 

865  5388  animal bone 

866  5315  animal bone 

867  5315  fish bone 

868  5136  animal bone 

869  5231  misc. shell 

870  5358  animal bone 

871  5358  fish bone 

872  5297  animal bone 

873  5297  fish bone 

874  5297  misc. shell 

875  5296  soil sample: shell midden 
T1 

876  5297  soil sample: shell midden 
T2 

877  5348  soil sample: ashy spread 
T6 

878  5297  shell midden 

879  5305  soil sample: surface 

880  5305  soil sample 

881  5417  sediment sample: post 
hole 

882  5416  sediment sample: post 
hole 

Sample 
No. 

Context 
No. 

Description / notes 

883  5390  animal bone 

884  5390  fish bone 

885  5390  misc. shell 

886  5331  animal bone 

887  5389  animal bone 

888  5389  fish bone 

889  5297  soil sample: shell midden 
T2 

890  5312  animal bone 

891  5284  animal bone 

892  5211  animal bone 

893  5284  soil sample: T1 

894  5284  soil sample: T1 

895  5035  animal bone 

896  5035  fish bone 

897  5449  soil sample: midden T6 

898  5035  misc. shell 

899  5296  animal bone 

900  5296  fish bone 

901  5326  animal bone 

902  5402  animal bone 

903  5288  animal bone 

904  5288  shell 

905  5272  animal bone 

906  5272  fish bone 

907  5218  fish bone 

908  5398  shell 

909  5456  charcoal 

910  VOID    

911  5315  fish bone 

912  5391  animal bone 

913  VOID    

914  5238  animal bone 

915  5403  animal bone 

916  5403  fish bone 

917  5403  misc. shell 

918  5312  animal bone (see <890>) 

919  5292  animal bone 

920  5292  fish bone 

921  5292  misc. shell 

922  5395  animal bone 

923  5348  animal bone 

924  5348  misc. shell 

925  5128  animal bone 

926  5425  animal bone 
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Sample 
No. 

Context 
No. 

Description / notes 

927  5425  fish bone 

928  5305  animal bone 

929  5305  misc. shell 

930  5015  animal bone 

931  5298  animal bone 

932  5298  fish bone 

933  5358  animal bone 

934  5358  fish bone (see <871>) 

935  5358  shell 

936  5284  soil sample 

937  5027  animal bone 

938  5027  fish bone (see <962>) 

939  5451  animal bone 

940  5451  fish bone 

941  5451  misc. shell 

942  5419  misc. shell 

943  5034  animal bone 

944  5426  animal bone 

945  5426  fish bone 

946  VOID    

947  5431  fish bone 

948  5255  fish bone 

949  5271  charcoal 

950  5418  fish bone 

951  5452  animal bone 

952  5452  fish bone 

953  5284  animal bone 

954  5355  animal bone 

955  5355  fish bone 

956  5363  shell 

957  5363  fish bone 

958  5348  fish bone 

959  VOID    

960  5363  animal bone 

961  5027  animal bone (see <937>) 

962  5027  fish bone 

963  5230  misc. shell 

964  5253  fish bone 

965  5253  misc. shell 

966  5211  fish bone 

967  5211  misc. shell 

968  5024  animal bone 

969  5024  fish bone 

970  5318  soil sample 

971  5105  misc. shell 

Sample 
No. 

Context 
No. 

Description / notes 

972  5431  animal bone 

973  5431  fish bone 

974  5433  animal bone 

975  5228  animal bone 

976  5228  fish bone 

977  5131  animal skull: sheep/goat 

978  5415  animal bone 

979  5415  fish bone 

980  5221  soil sample: West of slab 
[5410].  

981  5131  sediment deposit: 
adjacent to [5139] 

982  5346  sediment deposit: possible 
top fill of cut 

983  5490  ash layer, shell midden 

984  5308  floor layer, near hearth 
[5387] 

985  5308  floor layer, near hearth 
[5387] 

986  5308  floor layer, near hearth 
[5387] 

987  5431  sediment adjacent to 
stones, with shell 

988  5415  wood sample, N end of 
5420 (?) 

989  5412  charcoal 

990  5246  fish bone 

991  5412  fish bone 

992  5412  animal bone 

993  5246  animal bone 

994  5491  round‐wood charcoal 

995     misc. animal bone 

996  5146  hardened daub 

997  5457  animal bone 

998  5308  shell 

999  5449  shell 

1000  5354  shell 

1001  5258  shell 

1002  5253  shell 

1003  5402  shell 

1004  5280  shell 

1005  5272  shell 

1006  5116  animal bone 

1007  5128  shell 

1008  5332  misc. animal bone 

1009  5269  misc. animal bone 

1010  5354  animal bone 

1011  5489  soil sample: ash in midden 

1012  5354  fish bone 
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Sample 
No. 

Context 
No. 

Description / notes 

1013  5496  soil sample 

1014  5267  animal bone 

1015  5267  shell 

1016  5219  animal bone 

1017  5219  fish bone 

1018  5402  fish bone 

1019  5146  animal bone 

1020  5346  animal bone 

1021  VOID    

1022  5485  shell 

1023  5146  shell 

1024  5146  fish bone (see <1021>) 

1025  5485  animal bone 

1026  5346  fish bone 

1027  5271  soil sample: burnt layer 

1028  5271  soil sample: burnt layer 

1029  5431  misc. shell 

1030  5299  soil sample: shell/ash layer 
under [5226] 

1031  5299  soil sample: shell/ash layer 
under [5226] 

1032  5426  misc. shell 

1033  5271  soil sample: Kubiena tin + 
bag 

1034  5523  post‐hole fill with charcoal 

1035  5490  ash layer 

1036  5498  animal bone 

1037  5002  animal bone 

1038  5305  ash layer assoc. with 
hearth [5432] 

1039  5032  animal bone 

1040  5032  fish bone 

1041  5440  animal bone 

1042  5449  fish bone 

1043  5536  soil sample 

1044  5388  upper fill of pit [5477] 

1045  5388  lower fill of pit [5477] 

1046  5396  soil sample: burning 

1047  5538  soil sample: ash 

1048  5288  soil sample: charcoal and 
burning 

1049  5423  charred wood 

1050  5462  grab sample of pit fill 

1051  5294  fish bone 

1052  5294  animal bone 

1053  5423  charcoal 

1054  5289  animal bone 

Sample 
No. 

Context 
No. 

Description / notes 

1055  5539  lowest layer above sand in 
T2 

1056  5370  animal bone 

1057  5396  animal bone 

1058  5396  fish bone 

1059  5578  hazel nut shell 

1060  5380  fill of post hole 

1061  5578  fill of post hole/pit 
containing hazel shell 

1062  5309  animal bone 

1063  5454  animal bone 

1064  5454  fish bone 

1065  5454  shell 

1066  5472  animal bone 

1067  5374  animal bone 

1068  5374  charcoal 

1069  5521  animal bone 

1070  5333  animal bone 

1071  5584  sediment sample with 
charcoal 

1072  5528  charcoal 

1073  5324  soil sample 

1074  4324  soil sample 

1075  5490  animal bone 

1076  5524  animal bone 

1077  5489  animal bone 

1078  5489  fish bone 

1079  5312  sediment sample T4 

1080  5461  burnt daub 

1081  5324  animal bone 

1082  5528  charcoal from area of 
burning 

1083  5308  fish bone 

1084  5282  animal bone 

1085  5708  shell 

1086  5218  shell 

1087  5544  animal bone 

1088  5305  animal bone 

1089  5305  fish bone 

1090  5461  charcoal‐rich daub 

1091  5426  animal bone 

1092  5528  animal bone 

1093  5514  fill of pit [5513] 

1094  5644  fill of [5643] 

1095  5646  fill of [5645] 

1096  5650  fill of [5649] 

1097  5652  fill of [5651] 
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Sample 
No. 

Context 
No. 

Description / notes 

1098  5654  ash deposit with char halo 

1099  5146  animal bone 

1100  5253  animal bone 

1101  5635  ash: T3 

1102  5324  charcoal 

1103  5583  animal bone 

1104  5583  fish bone 

1105  5333  animal bone 

1106  5315  animal bone 

1107  5121  animal bone 

1108  5461  animal bone 

1109  VOID    

1110  5656  soil sample 

1111  5324  animal bone 

1112  5324  soil sample 

1113  5514  animal bone 

1114  5321  animal bone 

1115  5603  animal bone 

1116  5603  charcoal 

1117  5324  soil sample 

1118  5324  soil sample 

1119  5658  fill of post hole [5657] 

1120  5655  animal bone 

1121  5669  SE quad. Area 7, T6 

1122  5670  SE quad. Area 7, T6 

1123  5675  fill of cut [5674] 

1124  4324  charcoal sample 

1125  5648  animal bone 

1126‐1682 
2014‐15 SIEVING 
SUBSAMPLES 

1683  5685 
Charcoal and burnt bone 
sample from foundation 
gully fill 

1684  5548 
Roundwood charcoal 
sample from fill of 
foundation gully 

1685  5690  Charcoal sample from gully 
fill 

1686  5690  Charcoal sample from gully 
fill 

1687  5437  Charcoal sample 

1688  5422  Charcoal sample from in‐
situ burnt post 

1689  5711  Charcoal/burnt timbers 
from floor horizon 

1690  5897  Sample from midden layer 
‐ 2 x 2L bags 

1691  5432 
Sample with possible 
metalworking residues ‐ 2 
x 2L bags 

Sample 
No. 

Context 
No. 

Description / notes 

1692  5901  Sample from ash deposit ‐ 
1 x 2L bag 

1693  5221  Sample including burnt 
grain ‐ 2 x 2L bags 

1694  5432 
Sample with possible 
metalworking residues ‐ 2 
x 2L bags 

1695  5361  Sample of sediment from 
below hearth ‐ 2 x 2L bags 

1696  5307  Sample from below hearth 
slabs ‐ 2 x 2L bags 

1697  5911  Sample from organic‐rich 
layer ‐ 2 x 2L bags 

1698  5509  Bone sample from cut in 
shell midden 5333 

1699  5499  Sample of shell midden ‐ 1 
x 1Lbag 

1700  5221  Charcoal sample from 
burnt horizon 

1701  5267  Charcoal sample from 
under silty ash 

1702  5869  Charcoal sample 

1703  5484 
Charcoal sample from 
corner of clay/daub 
platform 

1704  5267 
Charcoal sample from 
under silty ash ‐ under 
[5258] 

1705  5901  Charcoal sample 

1706  5711 
Bone sample from floor 
horizon in building 
entrance 

1707  5690  Bone sample from fill of 
foundation trench 

1708  5484  Bone sample from corner 
of clay/daub platform 

1709  5219 
Bone sample from 
compact gravel with clay 
patches 

1710  5139  Bone sample from vennel 
surface  

1711  5287 
Bone sample from stone 
setting of cruck setting in 
SE corner of building 

1712  5368 
Bone sample from 
wall/drain fill on N side of 
road 

1713  5267  Bone sample from silty 
deposit under [5258] 

1714  5538  Bone sample from burnt 
deposits 

1715  5869  Bone sample 

1716  5324  Bone sample from burnt 
deposits 

1717  5028 
Bone deposit from 
possible floor horizon 
within structure 

1718  5400  Bone sample from 
sediment within [5226] 
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Sample 
No. 

Context 
No. 

Description / notes 

1719  5528  Bone sample from burning 
event horizon 

1720  5484  Bone sample from corner 
of clay/daub platform 

1721  5897  Bone sample 

1722  5324  Bone sample from possible 
burning horizon 

1723  5690  Bone sample from fill of 
foundation trench [5689] 

1724  5869  Bone sample 

1725  5028 
Bone sample from possible 
floor horizon within 
structure 

1726  5887  Bone sample 

1727  5898  Sample with carbonised 
organics ‐ 2 x 2L bags 

1728  5221  Charcoal sample 

1728  5221  Sample from burnt horizon 
with charcoal ‐ 1 x 1L bag 

1729  5499  Bone Sample 

1729  5499 
Sample of shell midden 
and animal bone ‐ small 
bag 

1730  5499  Bone sample 

1730  5499 
Sample of sediment with 
shellfish and fish bone ‐ 
small bag 

1731  5918  Charcoal/daub sample for 
dating? 

1732  5490  Bone sample 

1733  5490  Bone sample 

1734  5538  Bone sample from burning 
event horizon 

1735  5221  Charcoal sample 

1735  5221  Sample from burnt horizon 
with charcoal ‐ 1 x 1L bag 

1736  5574  Bone Sample 

1736  5574 
Sample from post hole 
under wall/clay pad with 
bone ‐ small bag 

1737  5574  Bone sample from buff ash 
and clay pad 

1738  5914  Bone sample 

1738  5400  Bone sample from 
sediment under [5226] 

1739  5892  Bone sample 

1740  5892  Bone sample 

1741  5924  Charcoal sample 

1742  5918  Charcoal sample for 
dating? 

1743  5221 
Bone sample from 
sediment with fired clay 
patches 

1743  5902  Charcoal sample 

1744  5919  Charcoal sample 

Sample 
No. 

Context 
No. 

Description / notes 

1745  5903  Charcoal sample 

1746  5919  Charcoal sample 

1747  5926  Large charcoal sample 

1748  5221  Sample with charcoal + 
daub ‐ 1 x 1L bag 

1749  5221  Large charcoal pieces 

1750  5916  Bone sample 

1751  5916  Bone sample 

1752  5915  Dog cranium  

1753  5915  Bone sample 

1754  5929  Animal teeth 

1755  5432  Bone sample from around 
hearth setting 

1756  5932  Bone sample 

1757  5898  Bone sample 

1758  5898  Bone sample 

1759  5221  Charcoal sample 

1760  5499  Bone sample 

1761  5499  Bone sample 

1762  5918  Bone sample 

1763  5902  Carbonised wood ‐ 
structural? 

1764  5896  Bone sample 

1765  5874  Bone sample 

1766  5969  Charcoal sample 

1767  5221  Bone Sample 

1767  5221 
Sample with calcined 
bone, bone and charcoal ‐ 
small bag 

1768  5221  Charcoal sample 

1768  5221  Sample of sediment with 
charcoal ‐ small bag 

1769  5981  Sample of fill of heath ‐ 2 x 
1L bags 

1770  5902  Charcoal and daub sample 

1770  5902 
Sample with charcoal, 
daub and carbonised grain 
(burnt horizon?) 

1771  5924  Carbonised wood ‐ 
structural? 

1772  5918  Charcoal sample 

1773  5927  Bone sample ‐ some 
calcined 

1774  5221  Charcoal sample 

1775  5221  Sample of burnt daub 

1776  5952  Charcoal sample 

1777  5902  Charcoal sample 

1778  5892  Bone sample 

1779  5388  Bone sample ‐ calcined 

1780  5388  Bone sample 
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Sample 
No. 

Context 
No. 

Description / notes 

1781  5926  Bone sample 

1782  5900  Bone sample ‐ calcined 

1783  5939  Sample from primary floor 
of structure ‐ 1 x 2L bag 

1784  5900 
Sample of ash with 
charcoal and carbonised 
grain ‐ 1 x 2L bag 

1785  5916  Bone sample 

1786  5962  Bone sample 

1787  5962  Bone sample 

1788  5962  Bone sample 

1789  5962  Fish bone + shell 

1790  5221  Bone sample 

1791  5221  Bone sample 

1792  6017  Bone sample 

1793  5962 
Sample of midden/infill 
deposit with fish bone ‐ 1 x 
2L bag 

1794  5221  Carbonised organics 
including charcoal 

1795  6071  Sample of clay deposit ‐ 1 x 
2L bag 

1796  6071  Sample from base of well ‐ 
2 x 2L bags 

1797  6071  Sample from well @ 1.3m 
depth ‐ 1 x 2L bag 

1798  6072  Sample taken for 
phosphate analysis 

1799  5131  Bone sample from below 
paving [5248] 

1800  6006  Charcoal sample 

1801  6006  Bone sample 

1802  6072  Possible animal hide with 
encrusted soil 

1803  5928  Bone sample 

1804  ‐  Sheep skull 

1805  5892  Sample of basal layer to W 
of hearth ‐ 1 x 2L bag 

1806  6024  Carbonised wood ‐ 
structural? 

1807  5964  Possible conger eel or 
large ling mandible 

1808  5963  Bone sample 

1809  5922  Bone sample 

1810  6072 
Sample from water‐logged 
deposit at base of well ‐ 1 
x 2L bag 

1811  6141  Sample from Trench 1 

1812  5143 
Sample from fill at top of 
pit/post hole with ash and 
charcoal ‐ 1 x 2L bag 

1813  5722 
Sample from lower fill of 
pit with pottery ‐ 1 x 2L 
bag 

Sample 
No. 

Context 
No. 

Description / notes 

1814  5720  Sample from floor horizon 
with fish bone ‐ 1 x 2L bag 

1815  5720  Sample from floor horizon 
with fish bone ‐ 1 x 2L bag 

1816  5690 
Sample from 
gully/foundation slot with 
fish bone ‐ 1 x 2L bag 

1817  5690 
Sample of basal deposit in 
foundation gully with fish 
bone ‐ 1 x 2L bag 

1818  5887  Bone Sample 

1819  5531  Bone sample 

1820  5388  Bone sample 

1821  5934  Bone sample 

1822  6116  Bone sample 

1823  6116  Bone sample 

1824  6135  Bone sample 

1825  6083  Bone sample 

1826  6071  Bone sample 

1827  6083  Bone sample 

1828  6115  Bone sample 

1829  5499  Bone sample 

1830  5388  Bone sample 

1831  6169  Bone sample+skull (sheep) 

1832  5896  Bone sample 

1833  5963  Bone sample 

1834  5892  Bone sample 

1835  5892  Bone sample 

1836  6095  Bone sample 

1837  5933  Bone sample 

1838  5929  Bone sample ‐ some 
calcined 

1839  6116  Bone sample 

1840  5324  Bone sample 

1840  6116  Bone sample 

1841  5324  Bone sample 

1842  5690  Bone sample 

1843  5521  Bone sample 

1844  5521  Bone sample 

1845  75 
Bone fragment ‐ East 
Church excavations 2008 
(Find 186) 

2403  5720  Charcoal sample from 
house floor horizon 

2404  5720  Bone sample from floor 
horizon 

2411  5308  Rib bone sample 

2427  5388  Bone sample showing 
working 

2436  5528  Charcoal sample from 
burnt horizon 
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Sample 
No. 

Context 
No. 

Description / notes 

2437  5528  Large cod bone? 

2444  5534  Bone sample 

2453  5267  Bone sample ‐ not worked 

2463  5028  Charcoal sample 

2519  5221 
Carbonised worked wood ‐ 
possible bowl fragment 
from burnt horizon 

2525  5221  Calcined animal bone 

2583  5900 
Carbonised flat wood ‐ 
possibly structural from 
burnt horizon 

2586  5927  Calcined animal bone 

2615  5948  Bone sample 

2617  5985  Animal mandible fragment 

2653  5998  Bone sample ‐ some 
calcined 

2654  5963  Possible seal tooth 

2654  6083  Bone sample 

2655  5388  Bone sample 

2656  5893  Bone sample 

2657  5892  Bone sample 

2658  6175  Animal bone  

2659  6071  Remains of pony/horse 
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Appendix 4 Index of Photographs 2015 Excavation 
 

Photo 
No. 

Direction 
Facing Location Description Taken 

By Date 

1 NW Trench 6 Mid-ex of 19th c. building foundations [5115] MS 30/06/2015 

2 S Trench 6 Mid-ex of 19th c. building foundations [5115], showing 
underlying wall stonework [5364] in centre foreground MS 30/06/2015 

3 SE Trench 6 Mid-ex of 19th c. building foundations [5115] MS 30/06/2015 

4 WSW Trench 6 Looking over T6 at the start of the excavation SW 05/07/2015 

5 WSW Trench 6 Looking over T6 at the start of the excavation SW 05/07/2015 

6 WSW Trench 6 Looking over T6 at the start of the excavation SW 05/07/2015 

7 SW Trench 6 Pre-excavation image of possible pit [5351] SW 02/07/2015 

8 SE Trench 6 Post-section image of possible pit [5353] SW 02/07/2015 

9 SE Trench 6 NW-facing section of pit [5353] SW 02/07/2015 

10 NE Trench 6 Mid-excavation of possible pit [5351] SW 03/07/2015 

11 NNW Trench 6 Pre-excavation image of possible ditch/pit [5371] SW 05/07/2015 

12 NNW Trench 6 Pre-excavation image of possible ditch/pit [5371], plant 
labels pointing to possible stakeholes SW 05/07/2015 

13 SE Trench 1 Mid-excavation image of pit [5342], showing stones in 
upper fill SB 09/07/2015 

14 SE Trench 1 Mid-excavation image of pit [5342], showing stones in 
upper fill SB 09/07/2015 

15 NNE Trench 1 Post-excavation image of pit [5342], deposits 
underlying/cut through by the pit SB 10/07/2015 

16 NNE Trench 1 Post-excavation image of pit [5342], deposits 
underlying/cut through by the pit SB 10/07/2015 

17 NW Trench 1 Post-excavation image of pit [5342], deposits 
underlying/cut through by the pit SB 10/07/2015 

18 SSE Trench 6 
Pre-excavation image of contexts (5344), (5358) and 
(5348) - shelly layer and wood ash layer spread across the 
area N of house [5115] 

SW 11/07/2015 

19 NNW Trench 5 Ash layers (5315)/(5316) underlying paving [5248] SB 11/07/2015 

20 SE Trench 1 Working shot in Trench 1 inside building [5209], with hearth 
[5307] in centre of image MKP 11/07/2015 

21 NE Trench 1 Working shot in Trench 1 inside building [5209] MKP 11/07/2015 

22 SW Trench 5 Working shot MKP 11/07/2015 

23 NE Trench 6 Working shot MKP 11/07/2015 

24 NNW Trench 1 
Post-excavation of pit [5342] (front) and floor layer inside 
house [5209] with hearth [5307] in centre and clay pad 
[5303] to right 

MKP 11/07/2015 

25 ENE Trench 1 Post-excavation of pit [5342] (front) and floor layer inside 
house [5209] with hearth [5307] in centre MKP 11/07/2015 

26 ESE Trench 1 Floor layer inside house [5209] with hearth [5307] in centre MKP 11/07/2015 

27 ESE Trench 1 Ash layer (5388) with in situ iron artefact SF1742 MKP 11/07/2015 

28 ESE Trench 1 Ash layer (5388) with in situ iron artefact SF1742 MKP 11/07/2015 

29 - - Glass lens SF1744, working shot MKP 12/07/2015 

30 S Trench 
1/2 Clay/daub spread (5220) to the NW side of vennel [5373] MKP 12/07/2015 

31 SW Trench 
1/2 Clay/daub spread (5220) to the NW side of vennel [5373] MKP 12/07/2015 

32 N Trench 
1/2 Clay/daub spread (5220) to the NW side of vennel [5373] MKP 12/07/2015 

33 NE Trench 
1/2 Clay/daub spread (5220) to the NW side of vennel [5373] MKP 12/07/2015 

34 NNE Trench 
1/2 

Alignment of small post/stake holes to the NW side of 
vennel [5373]  MKP 12/07/2015 
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Photo 
No. 

Direction 
Facing Location Description Taken 

By Date 

35 SSW Trench 
1/2 

Alignment of small post/stake holes to the NW side of 
vennel [5373]  MKP 12/07/2015 

36 S Trench 
1/2 

Alignment of small post/stake holes to the NW side of 
vennel [5373]  MKP 12/07/2015 

37 SE - Working shot, over T2 and T6 in back MKP 12/07/2015 

38 NNW Trench 
1/2 

Clay/daub spread (5409) from building [5221] to the NW 
side of vennel [5373] MKP 12/07/2015 

39 NNW Trench 
1/2 

Clay/daub spread (5409) from building [5221] to the NW 
side of vennel [5373] MKP 12/07/2015 

40 NNE Trench 
1/2 

Clay/daub spread (5409) from building [5221] to the NW 
side of vennel [5373] MKP 12/07/2015 

41 NNE Trench 
1/2 

Clay/daub spread (5409) from building [5221] to the NW 
side of vennel [5373] MKP 12/07/2015 

42 SSE Trench 
1/2 

Clay/daub wall base from building [5221] with clay spread 
(5409) in back, to the NW side of vennel [5373] 
(background) 

MKP 12/07/2015 

43 SE Trench 
1/2 

Clay/daub wall base from building [5221] with clay spread 
(5409) in back, to the NW side of vennel [5373] 
(background) 

MKP 12/07/2015 

44 - - Working shot - family day MKP 12/07/2015 

45 - - Working shot - metal-detecting MKP 12/07/2015 

46 - - Working shot - family day MKP 12/07/2015 

47 - - Working shot - tour MKP 12/07/2015 

48 NE Trench 2 Possible post-hole in E wall of [5226] CMac 12/07/2015 

49 NW Trench 2 Possible post-hole in E wall of [5226] CMac 12/07/2015 

50 N Trench 2 Looking over possible post-hole in E wall of [5226] CMac 12/07/2015 

51 N Trench 2 Looking over possible post-hole in E wall of [5226] CMac 12/07/2015 

52 NW Trench 2 Area to NE of building [5226], cleaned to (5297), with 
[5216] alignment in front CMac 12/07/2015 

53 NW Trench 2 Area to NE of building [5226], cleaned to (5297), with 
[5216] alignment in front CMac 12/07/2015 

54 NE Trench 2 Interior of building [5226] CMac 12/07/2015 

55 SE Trench 
1/2 

Floor surfaces inside building [5277], showing floor [5393] / 
(5414) and slab setting [5411] in centre left MKP 12/07/2015 

56 E Trench 
1/2 

Floor surfaces inside building [5277], showing floor [5393] / 
(5414) and slab setting [5411] in centre MKP 12/07/2015 

57 NNW Trench 
1/2 

SE-facing trench baulk section between T1 and T2, 
showing (5252) over (5230); with clay surface (5414) and 
slab setting [5411] in front 

MKP 12/07/2015 

58 NNW Trench 
1/2 

SE-facing trench baulk section between T1 and T2, 
showing (5252) over (5230); iron pot in base of section MKP 12/07/2015 

59 NW Trench 
1/2 

Looking over wall [5363] and floor (5393) / (5414) to SE-
facing trench baulk section between T1 and T2; with wall 
[5277] to right and slab setting [5411] in front abutting 
vennel [5273] cobbles 

MKP 12/07/2015 

60 NE Trench 
1/2 

Slab setting/post pad [5411] (left) which overlies clay floor 
(5414) and runs up to vennel [5273] cobbles (right) that 
underlies floor (5393) 

MKP 12/07/2015 

61 NE Trench 
1/2 

Slab setting/post pad [5411] (left) which overlies clay floor 
(5414) and runs up to vennel [5273] cobbles (right) that 
underlies floor (5393); the two floors appear to be 
separated by a possible slot within which some clusters of 
small upright stones are visible to right of ranging pole 

MKP 12/07/2015 

62 ENE Trench 
1/2 Hearth slab [5361] within (5230) on inside of wall [5363] MKP 12/07/2015 
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63 S Trench 
1/2 

NE-facing baulk section through (5252)/(5230) to SE of T1 
within walls [5277] and [5263]; showing clay floor (5414) 
with possible slabbed setting in centre right 

MKP 12/07/2015 

64 - - Cu allow button from context (5230) MKP 12/07/2015 

65 NW Trench 2 Hollow filled by (5297)/(5412); NE end of T2 CMac 13/07/2015 

66 NW Trench 2 Hollow in section - (5297) over (5412); NE end of T2 CMac 13/07/2015 

67 NE Trench 2 SW-facing section of NE trench baulk in T2 CMac 13/07/2015 

68 NE Trench 2 SW-facing section of NE trench baulk in T2 CMac 13/07/2015 

69 NE Trench 2 SW-facing section of NE trench baulk in T2 CMac 13/07/2015 

70 NE Trench 2 Clay/daub layer inside and underlying building [5226], mid 
ex CMac 13/07/2015 

71 NE Trench 2 Clay/daub layer inside and underlying building [5226], mid 
ex CMac 13/07/2015 

72 E Trench 
1/2 3 x beads SF1824 from context (5230) EH 14/07/2015 

73 NE Trench 
1/2 location of findspot 3 x beads SF1824 from context (5230) EH 14/07/2015 

74 NE Trench 1 
Looking over SE side of T1 with pit (5325) in centre with 
burning layer (5310) to right; hearth [5387] to centre left 
with clay pad [5303] in centre 

EH 14/07/2015 

75 NE Trench 1 
Looking over SE side of T1 with pit (5325) in centre with 
burning layer (5310) to right; hearth [5387] to front left with 
clay pad [5303] in centre 

EH 14/07/2015 

76 NE Trench 1 Post-excavation image of pit [5325], underlying wall setting  EH 14/07/2015 

77 E Trench 2 Mid-excavation of interior of NE end of building [5226] after 
removal of (5256) CMac 14/07/2015 

78 NE Trench 2 Mid-excavation of interior of NE end of building [5226] after 
removal of (5256) CMac 14/07/2015 

79 NE Trench 2 Mid-excavation of interior of NE end of building [5226] after 
removal of (5256) CMac 14/07/2015 

80 NE Trench 2 Mid-excavation of interior of building [5226] after removal of 
(5256) CMac 14/07/2015 

81 SE Trench 2 Looking over NW wall of [5226] showing hollows where 
stones have been removed from the wall CMac 14/07/2015 

82 SE Trench 2 Looking over NW wall of [5226] showing hollows where 
stones have been removed from the wall CMac 14/07/2015 

83 SW Trench 1 NE quadrant inside and predating building [5209]; showing 
pts and post settings cut into the natural sand MKP 14/07/2015 

84 N Trench 1 NE quadrant inside and predating building [5209]; showing 
pts and post settings cut into the natural sand MKP 14/07/2015 

85 NE Trench 1 NE quadrant inside and predating building [5209]; showing 
pts and post settings cut into the natural sand MKP 14/07/2015 

86 ENE Trench 1 NE quadrant inside and predating building [5209]; showing 
pts and post settings cut into the natural sand MKP 14/07/2015 

87 NE Trench 2 Burning layer with charcoal and burnt clay running over 
vennel [5273] to the NW of building [5226] MKP 14/07/2015 

88 SE Trench 4 Rubble spread [5433] abutting paving [5248] MS 14/07/2015 

89 NW Trench 4 Rubble spread [5433] abutting paving [5248] MS 14/07/2015 

90 NW Trench 6 SE-facing trench section on NW side of T6, showing wall 
[5364] underlying wall [5115] in top right corner SW 15/07/2015 

91 NW Trench 6 SE-facing trench section on NW side of T6 SW 15/07/2015 

92 NW Trench 6 SE-facing trench section on NW side of T6 SW 15/07/2015 

93 SE Trench 6 NW-facing section of baulk running across T6 from the NE 
side of wall [5115] SW 15/07/2015 
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94 E Trench 6 Mid-excavation image of clay surface (5401), showing 
ploughmarks, and cobble wall [5119] to right, NE end of T6 SW 15/07/2015 

95 E Trench 6 Mid-excavation image of clay surface (5401), showing 
ploughmarks, and cobble wall [5119] to right, NE end of T6 SW 15/07/2015 

96 NNW Trench 6 Mid-excavation of area to SE of wall [5119] SW 15/07/2015 

97 SSE Trench 6 Mid-excavation of area to SE of slabbed area [5448] in 
centre of T6 SW 15/07/2015 

98 SSE Trench 6 Mid-excavation of slabbed area [5448] in centre of T6 SW 15/07/2015 

99 SW Trench 6 Mid-excavation of slabbed area [5448] in centre of T6, with 
kerb/wall alignment to left side SW 15/07/2015 

100 NNW Trench 6 
Looking over central area of T6, mid-excavation; NE wall of 
[5115] to left, slabbed area [5448] to back centre and wall 
[5420] running across front centre 

SW 15/07/2015 

101 NNW Trench 6 
Looking over NE end of T6, showing wall [5119] running 
across centre with clay surface (5401) above it; section in 
front shows thick layer of soil infill / landscaping 

SW 15/07/2015 

102 NE Trench 2 N end of excavated area below building [5226], showing 
underlying burning layer (5498) CMac 15/07/2015 

103 NE Trench 2 N end of excavated area below building [5226], showing 
underlying burning layer (5498) CMac 15/07/2015 

104 NE Sondage 
8 

Sondage 8 - NE end, showing section through Thief's Row, 
with clay post pad visible in centre back LD 15/07/2015 

105 SE Sondage 
8 

NW-facing section through Thief's Row, showing fill of wall 
slot ditch in centre of image and earlier road surfaces to 
right 

LD 16/07/2015 

106 N Trench 2 

Working shot, showing stonework [5891] underlying wall 
[5363] with clay post pad in centre; building [5226] wall 
continuation to centre right; road surfaces are visible in 
front left  

LD 16/07/2015 

107 ESE Trench 1 
NE end of T1, showing features underlying layer (5305); 
hearth spread to centre back and posthole to centre front, 
with earlier wall slot underlying [5209] wall to front left 

MKP 16/07/2015 

108 W Trench 1 NE end of T1, showing features underlying layer (5305); 
hearth spread to centre and posthole to top right MKP 16/07/2015 

109 NW Trench 1 
NE end of T1, showing features underlying layer (5305); 
hearth spread to centre and posthole to back with small 
post-holes around it 

MKP 16/07/2015 

110 NNE Trench 1 

N end of T1, showing features underlying layer (5305); 
hearth posthole to centre left, with earlier wall slot 
underlying [5209] wall to centre back and hearth spread to 
right 

MKP 16/07/2015 

111 NE Trench 1 

N end of T1, showing features underlying layer (5305); 
hearth posthole to centre left, with earlier wall slot 
underlying [5209] wall to centre back and hearth spread to 
right 

MKP 16/07/2015 

112 NNE Trench 1 NE end of T1, showing features underlying layer (5305); 
hearth spread in with small post-holes around it MKP 16/07/2015 

113 NE Trench 1 NE end of T1, showing features underlying layer (5305); 
hearth spread in with small post-holes around it MKP 16/07/2015 

114 S Trench 
1/2 

Looking over building [5520] (right) with hearth slab [5410] 
in centre below baulk MKP 16/07/2015 

115 NE Trench 
1/2 

Looking over building [5520] (right) with hearth slab [5410] 
in centre below baulk MKP 16/07/2015 

116 NE Trench 
1/2 

Looking over building [5520] (left) showing the underlying 
spread of the burning layer (5220) and small post-setting 
with hearth slab [5410] in top right below baulk 

MKP 16/07/2015 
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117 E Trench 
1/2 

Looking over building [5520] (left) showing the underlying 
spread of the burning layer (5220) and small post-setting 
with hearth slab [5410] in top centre below baulk 

MKP 16/07/2015 

118 NE Trench 1 Pre-excavation image of possible pit [5427] MKP 16/07/2015 

119 SW Trench 1 Pre-excavation image of possible pit [5427] MKP 16/07/2015 

120 NE Trench 2 Mid-excavation image of Trench 2 CMac 16/07/2015 

121 NE Trench 2 Pre-excavation image of linear ditch cut [5492] that cuts 
through burning layer CMac 16/07/2015 

122 NE Trench 2 Pre-excavation image of linear ditch cut [5492] that cuts 
through burning layer CMac 16/07/2015 

123 SE Trench 2 Pre-excavation image of possible burnt post next to linear 
ditch cut [5492] CMac 16/07/2015 

124 SE Trench 2 Pre-excavation, area to the NE side of building [5226] CMac 16/07/2015 

125 SE Trench 2 Pre-excavation, area to the NE side of building [5226] CMac 16/07/2015 

126 NW   Pre-excavation, area to the NE side of building [5226] CMac 16/07/2015 

127 NW Trench 3 Stone layer [5116] underlying upper surface of Thief's Row 
[5105] LD 17/07/2015 

128 SE Trench 3 Stone layer [5116] underlying upper surface of Thief's Row 
[5105] LD 17/07/2015 

129 E Trench 1 NW-facing section through Thief's Row [5105], showing 
underlying surfaces LD 17/07/2015 

130 SE Trench 1 NW-facing section through Thief's Row [5105], showing 
underlying surfaces LD 17/07/2015 

131 SE Trench 1 NW-facing section through Thief's Row [5105], showing 
underlying surfaces LD 17/07/2015 

132 E Trench 2 
Stone fill of cut/ and road surface [5368] under Thief's Row 
[5105], showing earlier gravelly surface [5354] in top right 
below it 

MKP 18/08/2015 

133 NW Trench 2 
Working shot - Stone fill of cut/ and road surface [5368]  
under Thief's Row [5105], showing earlier gravelly surface 
[5354] in front below it 

MKP 18/08/2015 

134 NW Trench 2 
Working shot - Stone fill of cut/ and road surface [5368]  
under Thief's Row [5105], showing earlier gravelly surface 
[5354] in front below it 

MKP 18/08/2015 

135 N Trench 2 Sections through Thief's Row - showing surface [5368] 
overlying gravel surface [5354]; with wall [5363] in top right MKP 18/08/2015 

136 ENE Trench 2 Sections through Thief's Row - showing surface [5368] 
overlying gravel surface [5354]; with wall [5363] in top left MKP 18/08/2015 

137 NW Trench 2 SE-facing section through gravel surface [5354] with [5368] 
in back MKP 18/08/2015 

138 WNW Trench 2  Stone spread [5165] continuation of [5226]? In front with 
set slabbed area [5891] in back MKP 18/08/2015 

139 NW Trench 2  Slabbed/angled stonework [5891]; underlying wall [5363]; 
clay post pad in front MKP 18/08/2015 

140 N Trench 2  S-facing section through wall [5363] showing boulder wall 
face MKP 18/08/2015 

141 S Trench 2  N-facing section  through [5363] MKP 18/08/2015 

142 - Trench 1 Working shot MKP 18/08/2015 

143 SW Trench 
1/2 

Mid-excavation of section at SW end of T1/2 showing ash 
layer (5466) underlying Thief's Row [5105) and soil layer 
(5258) 

MKP 18/08/2015 

144 SW Trench 
1/2 

Mid-excavation of section at SW end of T1/2 showing ash 
layer (5466) underlying Thief's Row [5105) and soil layer 
(5258) 

MKP 18/08/2015 

145 N Trench 1  Looking over Trench 1; with area of later gravelled surface 
in front right corner MKP 18/08/2015 
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146 N Trench 1  Looking over Trench 1; with area of later gravelled surface 
in front right corner MKP 18/08/2015 

147 NE Trench 1  
Slabbed surface/vennel [5285] showing soily area of 
disturbance to right side [5462]; layer gravelled surface in 
front 

MKP 18/08/2015 

148 N Trench 1  
Slabbed surface/vennel [5285] showing soily area of 
disturbance to right side [5462]; wall alignment [5220] to 
right side 

MKP 18/08/2015 

149 N Trench 1  Wall [5220] overlying burning layer (5221) MKP 18/08/2015 

150 S Trench 1  Hearth slab [5410] over burning layer (5221) MKP 18/08/2015 

151 SW Trench 1  Slabbing to SE side of building [5209], possible slabs 
covering ditch/gully and over burning layer? MKP 18/08/2015 

152 SE Trench 1  Slabbing to SE side of building [5209], possible slabs 
covering ditch/gully and over burning layer? MKP 18/08/2015 

153 E Trench 1  Slabbing to SE side of building [5209], possible slabs 
covering ditch/gully and over burning layer? MKP 18/08/2015 

154 SSE Trench 1  NW-facing trench section, SE side of T1 MKP 18/08/2015 

155 E Trench 1  NW-facing trench section, SE side of T1 MKP 18/08/2015 

156 NE Trench 1  NW-facing trench section, SE side of T1 MKP 18/08/2015 

157 SE Trench 1  NW-facing trench section, SE side of T1; over hearth 
[5410] MKP 18/08/2015 

158 SSW Trench 1  Working shot, looking over the SE side of T1 MKP 18/08/2015 

159 NW Trench 6 Mid-excavation image in Trench 6, Area 4 SW 18/08/2015 

160 SE Trench 6 SE-facing section through slot excavated to SE side of T6 SW 18/08/2015 

161 ENE Trench 6 ENE-facing section through slot excavated to SE side of T6 SW 18/08/2015 

162 - Trench 6 Post-excavation of possible feature [5731] SW 19/07/2015 

163 SE Trench 6 Pre-excavation image of (5401), (5402) SW 19/07/2015 

164 W Trench 6 Working shot over T6 MKP 20/07/2015 

165 SW Trench 1 
Mid-excavation: looking over SW end of building [5209], 
showing slabbed surface [5285] and burning layer (5310) 
after partial removal of (5267) 

EH 20/07/2015 

166 NE Trench 1 
Mid-excavation: looking over SW end of building [5209], 
showing slabbed surface [5285] and burning layer (5310) 
after partial removal of (5267) 

EH 20/07/2015 

167 NW Trench 1 
Mid-excavation: looking over SW end of building [5209], 
showing slabbed surface [5285] and burning layer (5310) 
after partial removal of (5267) 

EH 20/07/2015 

168 NW Trench 1 
Looking over the SW end of T1, showing the slabbed 
surfaced [5285] and ash layer, with upper road surface in 
front of image 

EH 20/07/2015 

169 NW Trench 1 Hearth setting [5410], showing section through wall [5220] EH 20/07/2015 

170 NW Trench 2 Mid-excavation, SE side of building [5226], showing 
possible underlying small post settings CS 20/07/2015 

171 NW Trench 2 Mid-excavation, SE side of building [5226], showing 
possible underlying small post settings CS 20/07/2015 

172 NW Trench 2 
Mid-excavation, SE side of building [5226], showing 
possible underlying small post settings and sand layer 
(5399)  

CS 20/07/2015 

173 SW Trench 2 NE-facing trench section (SW side of trench) showing ditch 
cut [5487] cutting through ash layer CS 20/07/2015 

174 NNE Trench 2 Mid-excavation, SE side of T2, showing probable stone 
settings within layer (5218) CS 20/07/2015 

175 SW Trench 1 Mid-excavation, NE-facing section of possible pit [5427] EH 20/07/2015 
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176 NW Trench 1 
Mid-excavation, SE-facing section through pit [5427], and 
trench baulk section - showing that pit was over excavated 
on the right side 

EH 20/07/2015 

177 NW Trench 1 
Mid-excavation, SE-facing section through pit [5427], and 
trench baulk section - showing that pit was over excavated 
on the right side 

EH 20/07/2015 

178 SW Trench 6 Looking over possible vennel surface [5482] with clay 
spread to left SW 20/07/2015 

179 NE Trench 6 Close-up of burnt layer (5456) with possible burnt withies; 
central SE side of T6 SW 20/07/2015 

180 NW Trench 6 Mid-excavation, central NW side of T6, showing burnt layer 
appearing SW 20/07/2015 

181 SW Trench 6 Building [5420] running along the SE side of T6 SW 21/07/2015 

182 NW Trench 6 Mid-excavation, central NW side of T6, showing burnt layer 
appearing with building [5420] in front SW 21/07/2015 

183 SE Trench 6 Mid-excavation - shell midden layer (5449) to NE side of 
building [5115] SW 21/07/2015 

184 SW Trench 6 Mid-excavation - showing shell midden layer (5449) in 
section below wall [5364] SW 21/07/2015 

185 W Trench 1 Looking over NE-facing section of possible pit [5427] BC 21/07/2015 

186 SW Trench 1 Looking over NE-facing section of possible pit [5427] BC 21/07/2015 

187 E Trench 1 Clay layer (5469) underlying upper road surface spread, 
SE corner of T1 BC 21/07/2015 

188 W Trench 1 Clay layer (5469) underlying upper road surface spread, 
SE corner of T1 BC 21/07/2015 

189 W Trench 1 Clay layer (5469) underlying upper road surface spread, 
SE corner of T1 showing two possible pits BC 21/07/2015 

190 SE Trench 2 [5336] wall in front, vennel [5275] in back, SE side of T2 CS 21/07/2015 

191 NE Trench 2 Vennel [5275] with area of burning below it to SE side; 
stone-filled hollow at centre of the trench is visible CS 21/07/2015 

192 W Trench 1 Section through [5220], showing stone settings [5479] in 
the clay layer at the burning event horizon MKP 21/07/2015 

193 SW Trench 1 
Section through [5220], showing stone settings [5479] in 
the clay layer at the burning event horizon; hearth slab 
[5410] in front left 

MKP 21/07/2015 

194 NE Trench 1 Section through wall [5220], built over the burning event MKP 21/07/2015 

195 NE Trench 1 Section against base of hearth [5410] showing the spread 
of the burning layer MKP 21/07/2015 

196 NE Trench 
1/2 

Mid-excavation of section through stonework [5398] at SW 
side of T1/2 EH 21/07/2015 

197 SW Trench 
1/2 

Mid-excavation of section through stonework [5398] at SW 
side of T1/2 EH 21/07/2015 

198 SE Trench 
1/2 

Mid-excavation of NW-facing section through stonework 
[5398] at SW side of T1/2 EH 21/07/2015 

199 SE Trench 
1/2 Mid-excavation of NW-facing section at SE side of T1/2 EH 21/07/2015 

200 NW Trench 
1/2 

Mid-excavation of SE-facing section through stonework 
[5398] at SW side of T1/2 EH 21/07/2015 

201 NE Trench 2 Vennel [5275], SE side of T2 CS 21/07/2015 

202 NE Trench 2 Vennel [5275], SE side of T2 CS 21/07/2015 

203 NE Trench 2 Vennel [5275], SE side of T2 CS 21/07/2015 

204 - - House drawing by Gary CS 21/07/2015 

205 N Trench 2 Vennel [5275], SE side of T2 CS 21/07/2015 
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206 E Trench 
1/2 

Mid-excavation after removal of (5253) to NE side of wall 
[5277]l showing early post settings and features emerging LD 21/07/2015 

207 W Trench 
1/2 

Mid-excavation after removal of (5253) to NE side of wall 
[5277]l showing early post setting and clay floor emerging LD 21/07/2015 

208 SE Trench 
1/2 

Mid-excavation after removal of (5253) in central area to 
the NE side of wall [5277]l showing early post settings and 
features emerging 

LD 21/07/2015 

209 NE Trench 
1/2 [5354] gravel road below road fill [5368] EH 21/07/2015 

210 SW Trench 
1/2 [5354] gravel road below road fill [5368] EH 21/07/2015 

211 SW Trench 
1/2 NE-facing section[5354] gravel road below road fill [5368] EH 21/07/2015 

212 NE Trench 2 Looking over ditch [5492], showing SW-facing section CS 22/07/2015 

213 NE Trench 2 Ditch [5492], showing SW-facing section CS 22/07/2015 

214 NE Trench 2 Ditch [5492], showing SW-facing section CS 22/07/2015 

215 NNE Trench 2 Stake-hole [5519] CS 22/07/2015 

216 SE Trench 2 N-facing section through post-hole [5519] CS 22/07/2015 

217 NE Trench 2 Looking over ditch [5492], showing section, vennel [5273] 
to left CS 22/07/2015 

218 ESE Trench 2 Looking over ditch [5492], showing section CS 22/07/2015 

219 NE Trench 2 Ditch [5492], showing SW-facing section CS 22/07/2015 

220 N Trench 2 View over [5517] linear slot, showing section location CS 22/07/2015 

221 N Trench 2 View over [5517] linear slot, showing section CS 22/07/2015 

222 N Trench 2 Working shot - continuation of [5517] linear slot, showing 
section CS 22/07/2015 

223 NE Trench 2 Working shot - continuation of [5517] linear slot, showing 
section CS 22/07/2015 

224 SE Trench 2 NW-facing section of possible pit [5503] EH 22/07/2015 

225 SE Trench 2 NW-facing section of possible pit [5505] EH 22/07/2015 

226 SE Trench 2 NW-facing section of possible pits [5503] in front [5505] in 
back EH 22/07/2015 

227 SW Trench 2 Mid-excavation, NE side of T2, after removal of clay in slot 
[5517] CMac 22/07/2015 

228 NW Trench 2 Mid-excavation, NE side of T2, after removal of clay in slot 
[5517] CMac 22/07/2015 

229 WNW Trench 
1/2 

Post-section through [5363], showing wall alignment [5465] 
below it and [5891] stonework in front LD 22/07/2015 

230 SW Trench 
1/2 

Post-section through [5363], showing wall alignment [5465] 
in front and [5891] stonework in back; ash pad and burning 
layer underlies this 

LD 22/07/2015 

231 NNE Trench 
1/2 

Post-section through [5363], showing wall alignment [5465] 
in top left and [5891] stonework to right; ash pad and 
burning layer underlies this 

LD 22/07/2015 

232 WNW Trench 
1/2 

Post-section through [5363], showing wall alignment [5465] 
below it and [5891] stonework in front; deep ash layer in 
top left appears to fill a ditch/cut 

LD 22/07/2015 

233 SW Trench 
1/2 

NE-facing section with [5363] on top and [5891] stonework 
to left; ash layer in top right appears to fill a ditch or cut LD 22/07/2015 

234 NNE Trench 
1/2 

Post-section through [5363], showing wall alignment [5465] 
in top left and [5891] stonework to right; ash pad and 
burning layer underlies this 

LD 22/07/2015 

235 SW Trench 
1/2 

NE-facing section with [5363] on top and [5891] stonework 
to left; ash layer in top right appears to fill a ditch or cut LD 22/07/2015 

236 SW Trench 1 Kubiena sample 1033 in T1, context (5271) LD 22/07/2015 
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237 SW Trench 1 Kubiena sample 1033 in T1, context (5271) LD 22/07/2015 

238 W Trench 1 Kubiena sample 1033 in T1, context (5271); showing burnt 
layer fill in slot LD 22/07/2015 

239 ESE Trench 6 Stone setting in NE corner of T6 SW 22/07/2015 

240 NNE Trench 6 Stone setting in NE corner of T6 SW 22/07/2015 

241 SSW Trench 6 NE-facing section of wall [5115], showing [5364] underlying 
it; and vennel [5448] in front SW 22/07/2015 

242 NW Trench 6 Mid-excavation, NE corner of T6, showing depth of 
landscaped layers, possible slot at base SW 23/07/2015 

243 ENE Trench 6 Mid-excavation, NE corner of T6, showing depth of 
landscaped layers, possible slot at base SW 23/07/2015 

244 W Trench 6 E-facing section of sondage in NE corner of T6, showing 
depth of landscaped layers, possible slot at base SW 23/07/2015 

245 NE Trench 6 SW-facing section of sondage in NE corner of T6, showing 
depth of landscaped layers SW 23/07/2015 

246 SE Trench 6 Post-excavation image of SW central area of T6 SW 23/07/2015 

247 NE Trench 2 Vennel paving [5275], showing location of section CS 23/07/2015 

248 N Trench 2 Section through vennel paving [5275], showing underlying 
clay layer and burning layer CS 23/07/2015 

249 NE Trench 2 Section through vennel paving [5275], showing underlying 
clay layer and burning layer CS 23/07/2015 

250 S Trench 
1/2 Working shot - uncovering stonework [5535] EH 23/07/2015 

251 NE Trench 1 Working shot - iron spade SF 2202 in situ in (5462) EH 23/07/2015 

252 SE Trench 2 Looking over section of possible pit [5676] LD 23/07/2015 

253 SE Trench 
1/2 

Looking over context (5528), clay slot to NW side of vennel 
[5273] LD 23/07/2015 

254 SSW Trench 
1/2 

NE-facing section below wall [5277], showing (5528) in 
section next to the vennel LD 23/07/2015 

255 ESE Trench 1 
N corner of T1, showing clay floor (5533) and spread of 
burning over it from top left, with hearth setting [5307] in top 
right 

LD 23/07/2015 

256 SE Trench 1 NW-facing baulk section in the N end of T1, showing 
(5292) over (5533) LD 23/07/2015 

257 SE Trench 2 Linear feature [5492] and other pits visible in the sand, NE 
end of T2 CMac 23/07/2015 

258 SE Trench 2 Linear feature [5492] and other pits visible in the sand, NE 
end of T2 CMac 23/07/2015 

259 SW Trench 2 Linear feature [5492] and other pits visible in the sand, NE 
end of T2 CMac 23/07/2015 

260 SW Trench 2 Linear feature [5492] and other pits visible in the sand, NE 
end of T2 CMac 23/07/2015 

261 NE Trench 2 Clay layer, affected by burning at the baulk on the NW side 
of T2 CMac 23/07/2015 

262 SW Trench 6 Looking over the excavation site, T6 in front MS 23/07/2015 

263 SW Trench 2 Looking over the excavation site, T2 in front MS 23/07/2015 

264 SW Trench 
1/2 Looking over the excavation site, T1/2 in front MS 23/07/2015 

265 SW Trench 6 Looking over the excavation site, T6 in front MS 23/07/2015 

266 N Trench 1 Mid-excavation images of post-hole [5477] excavation, 
showing packing stones MKP 23/07/2015 

267 SE Trench 2 Linear cut at NE end of T2, after removal of context (5396) MKP 23/07/2015 

268 N Trench 
1/2  

Post setting [5500] next to burnt clay pad [5525] in front left 
with (5528) to right MKP 23/07/2015 
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No. 

Direction 
Facing Location Description Taken 

By Date 

269 NE Trench 
1/2  

Post setting [5500] next to burnt clay pad [5525] in front 
with (5528) to right; negative features visible in section to 
back 

MKP 23/07/2015 

270 NNE Trench 
1/2  

Post setting [5500] next to burnt clay pad [5525] in front left 
with (5528) to right; negative features visible in section to 
back 

MKP 23/07/2015 

271 NE Trench 1 Looking over shell layer (5499) with pit [5325] in back MKP 23/07/2015 

272 NE Trench 1 SW-facing section of post-hole [5477] MKP 23/07/2015 

273 NW Trench 1 Location of post-hole [5477] underlying wall [5209] MKP 23/07/2015 

274 SE Trench 1 Section through wall [5220], showing burning event and 
hearth [5410] in front LD 23/07/2015 

275 N Trench 2 Sondage revealing wall underlying and to NE of wall 
[5216]; NE side of T2 - continues in T6 CMac 23/07/2015 

276 N Trench 2 Sondage revealing wall underlying and to NE of wall 
[5216]; NE side of T2 - continues in T6 CMac 23/07/2015 

277 N Trench 2 Sondage revealing wall underlying and to NE of wall 
[5216]; NE side of T2 - continues in T6 CMac 23/07/2015 

278 SW Trench 2 Burnt timber in situ, context (5423) CMac 23/07/2015 

279 SW Trench 2 Burnt timber in situ, context (5423) CMac 23/07/2015 

280 NE Trench 1 Working shot - iron spade SF 2202 in situ in (5462) LD 23/07/2015 

281 SSE Trench 
1/2  

Working shot - looking over section below [5363] showing 
wall [5535] in bottom right and underlying ash layer LD 23/07/2015 

282 SW Trench 
1/2  

NE-facing section below [5363] showing stonework from 
[5535] in top right and underlying ash layer LD 23/07/2015 

283 NW Trench 
1/2  

SE-facing section below [5363] showing stonework from 
[5535] and underlying ash layer LD 23/07/2015 

284 SW Trench 
1/2  

NE-facing section below [5363] showing stone layer below 
ash layer and underlying ash layer in base LD 23/07/2015 

285 NE Trench 
1/2  SW-facing section to N side of [5465] LD 23/07/2015 

286 NW Trench 1 Mid-excavation image of pit [5505], showing slabbed 
setting in base EH 24/07/2015 

287 SW Trench 1 SW-facing ditch section visible in NE side of pit [5505]; 
ditch cut through by pit EH 24/07/2015 

288 SW Trench 1 SW-facing ditch section visible in NE side of pit [5505]; 
ditch cut through by pit EH 24/07/2015 

289 SW Trench 2 Burnt layer (5423) exposed in T2 sondage CMac 24/07/2015 

290 SW Trench 2 Possible stake hole exposed below burnt layer (5423) in T2 
sondage CMac 24/07/2015 

291 NE Trench 2 Compact clay layer exposed below (5396) in the N end of 
T2 CMac 24/07/2015 

292 S Trench 2 Clay/daub and stone spread exposed below wall [5216] CMac 24/07/2015 

293 SW Trench 2 NE-facing section showing (5255) filling ditch [5492] CMac 24/07/2015 

294 SW Trench 2 NE-facing section showing (5255) filling ditch [5492] CMac 24/07/2015 

295 SE Trench 2 Cluster of small post-holes, N end of T2 CMac 24/07/2015 

296 SW Trench 2 Cluster of small post-holes, N end of T2 CMac 24/07/2015 

297 SE Trench 1 Post-excavation of pit [5477] EH 24/07/2015 

298 NW Trench 1 Post-excavation of pit [5477]; SE-facing section (pit over 
excavated through the sand) EH 24/07/2015 

299 NE Trench 2 Clay layer with features exposed in sondage, NE end T2 CMac 24/07/2015 

300 NE Trench 2 Overlooking N side of T2, showing layers in trench baulk in 
centre CMac 24/07/2015 

301 NE Trench 2 Overlooking N side of T2, showing layers in trench baulk in 
centre CMac 24/07/2015 
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302 NE Trench 2 Overlooking N side of T2, showing layers in trench baulk in 
centre CMac 24/07/2015 

303 ENE Trench 2 View over NE end of T2 CMac 24/07/2015 

304 NW Trench 1 Sondage to NW side of T1, showing slabs [5581] MKP 24/07/2015 

305 N Trench 6 N-facing trench section in NE corner of T6, showing (5454) SW 24/07/2015 

306 NW Trench 6 Post-ex of sondage in NE corner of T6 SW 24/07/2015 

307 SW Trench 6 Post-excavation of central NE section of T6 EM 25/07/2015 

308 ENE Trench 6 Post-excavation after removal of building [5115], showing 
wall [5364] EM 25/07/2015 

309 NW Trench 6 SE-facing trench section (NW side of T6) show the shell 
midden layers -  (5449) being the thick lower layer EM 25/07/2015 

310 NW Trench 6 
SE-facing trench section (NW side of T6) show the shell 
midden layers -  (5449) being the thick lower layer; overlies 
clay surface with burning visible 

EM 25/07/2015 

311 SSW Trench 6 NNE-facing trench section below wall [5364] in SW section 
of T6 EM 25/07/2015 

312 NNE Trench 6 SSW-facing trench section in SW section of T6 EM 25/07/2015 

313 NW Trench 6 Slabs forming possible threshold within [5448] EM 25/07/2015 

314 NW Trench 6 Slabs forming possible threshold within [5448] (to right) EM 25/07/2015 

315 SW Trench 6 Wall alignment [5364] visible under another section of 
building [5115] EM 25/07/2015 

316 SW Trench 6 Wall alignment [5364] visible under another section of 
building [5115] EM 25/07/2015 

317 W Trench 6 Sharpening stone within slabbed area [5448] EM 25/07/2015 

318 NNW Trench 6 Post-excavation showing NW corner of T6 where slabbing 
[5482] has been robbed out EM 25/07/2015 

319 W Trench 6 Quern SF2339 in situ within [5482] EM 25/07/2015 

320 SE Trench 6 NW-facing section through wall ]5119] EM 25/07/2015 

321 ESE Trench 6 Stakeholes to the W side of wall [5119] EM 25/07/2015 

322 ESE Trench 6 Looking over alignment of wall [5119] EM 25/07/2015 

323 SE Trench 
1/2 Post-hole [5500] next to clay pad [5525] EH 25/07/2015 

324 SW Trench 
1/2 NE-facing trench section below wall [5277] EH 25/07/2015 

325 NE Trench 
1/2 

Central area to NE side of [5277], showing area below 
(5253) EH 25/07/2015 

326 SE Trench 
1/2 

Central area to NE side of [5277], showing area below 
(5253) EH 25/07/2015 

327 SW Trench 1 NE-facing trench section under Thief's Row, showing 
homogenous layer (5152), SW side of T1 EH 25/07/2015 

328 SE Trench 1 NW-facing section under Thief's Row, SE side of T1, 
showing 5258, 5486, 5583, 5267 EH 25/07/2015 

329 SE Trench 2 NW-facing trench section along the SE side of T2 CS 25/07/2015 

330 SE Trench 2 NW-facing trench section along the SE side of T2 CS 25/07/2015 

331 SE Trench 2 NW-facing trench section along the SE side of T2 CS 25/07/2015 

332 SE Trench 2 NW-facing trench section along the SE side of T2 CS 25/07/2015 

333 SE Trench 2 NW-facing trench section along the SE side of T2 CS 25/07/2015 

334 SE Trench 2 NW-facing trench section along the SE side of T2 CS 25/07/2015 

335 SE Trench 2 NW-facing trench section along the SE side of T2 CS 25/07/2015 

336 SE Trench 2 NW-facing trench section along the SE side of T2 CS 25/07/2015 

337 SE Trench 2 NW-facing trench section along the SE side of T2 CS 25/07/2015 

338 NE Trench 2 SW-facing trench section along NE side of T2 CS 25/07/2015 
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339 NE Trench 2 SW-facing trench section along NE side of T2 CS 25/07/2015 

340 NE Trench 2 SW-facing trench section along NE side of T2 CS 25/07/2015 

341 NE Trench 2 SW-facing trench section along NE side of T2 CS 25/07/2015 

342 NE Trench 2 SW-facing trench section along NE side of T2 CS 25/07/2015 

343 NE Trench 2 SW-facing trench section along NE side of T2 CS 25/07/2015 

344 NW Trench 2 SE-facing section of baulk running across [5226] CS 25/07/2015 

345 NW Trench 2 SE-facing section of baulk running across [5226] CS 25/07/2015 

346 NW Trench 2 SE-facing section of baulk running across [5226] CS 25/07/2015 

347 NW Trench 2 SE-facing section of baulk running across [5226] CS 25/07/2015 

348 NW Trench 2 SE-facing section of baulk running across [5226] CS 25/07/2015 

349 NW Trench 2 SE-facing section of baulk running across [5226] CS 25/07/2015 

350 NW Trench 2 SE-facing section of baulk running across [5226] CS 25/07/2015 

351 NW Trench 2 SE-facing section of baulk running across [5226] CS 25/07/2015 

352 NW Trench 2 SE-facing section of baulk running across [5226] CS 25/07/2015 

353 NW Trench 2 SE-facing section of baulk running across [5226] CS 25/07/2015 

354 NW Trench 2 SE-facing section of baulk running across [5226] CS 25/07/2015 

355 NW Trench 1 Working shot CS 25/07/2015 

356 SW Trench 2 NE-facing section through (5488)/[5487] CS 25/07/2015 

357 NNE Trench 1 Post-excavation Trench 1, pit [5325] in centre HP 26/07/2015 

358 NNE Trench 1 Post-excavation Trench 1, pit [5325] in centre HP 26/07/2015 

359 NNE Trench 1 Post-excavation pit [5325]  HP 26/07/2015 

360 NNE Trench 1 Post-excavation pit [5505]  HP 26/07/2015 

361 NNE Trench 1 Post-excavation pit [5505]  HP 26/07/2015 

362 NE Trench 1 Pre-excavation possible pit [5886] HP 26/07/2015 

363 SE Trench 1 Pre-excavation possible pit [5886] HP 26/07/2015 

364 SE Trench 6 Mid-excavation building [5115] MS 30/06/15 

365 NW Trench 6 Mid-excavation building [5115] MS 30/06/15 

366 SE Trench 6 Mid-excavation building [5115] MS 30/06/15 

367 NW Trench 6 Mid-excavation building [5115] MS 30/06/15 

368 SE Trench 
4/5 General shot, SW corner of trench MS 01/07/15 

369 NE Trench 
4/5 General shot, SW corner of trench MS 01/07/15 

370 NNE Trench 
4/5 General shot, SW corner of trench MS 01/07/15 

371 NNE Trench 
4/5 Paved area, SW corner of trench MS 01/07/15 

372 SE Trench 3 Rubble and daub (5360) next to wall [5012] MS 03/07/15 

373 NE Trench 3 Rubble and daub (5360) next to wall [5012] MS 03/07/15 

374 NE Trench 1 Pit (5342) MS 03/07/15 

375 SE Trench 1 Pit (5342) MS 03/07/15 

376 SE Trench 3 Sondage through (5360): NW-facing section.  Next to 
[5012] MS 03/07/15 

377 NW Trench 3 Sondage through (5360): NW-facing section.  Next to 
[5012] MS 03/07/15 

378 NNW Trench 
4/5 Quern in situ (5128): SW end of trench MS 03/07/15 

379 SW Trench 
4/5 Quern in situ (5128): SW end of trench MS 03/07/15 

380 NW Trench 3 Remainder of stone and clay (5360) post sondage MS 05/07/15 
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381 SSE Trench 
3/4/5 General shot: [5012] foreground, [5048] distance MS 08/07/15 

382 SW Trench 2 Pot sherd assemblage, in situ (5255) MS 13/07/15 

383 SW Trench 2 Pot sherd assemblage, in situ (5255) MS 13/07/15 

384 SE Trench 4 NW-facing section of post-hole [5314], incl. (5422) MS 14/07/15 

385 SE Trench 4 NW-facing section of post-hole [5314], incl. (5422) MS 14/07/15 

386 SW Trench 
3/4 SW corner of trench MS 14/07/15 

387 NE Trench 
3/4 SW corner of trench MS 14/07/15 

388 SE Trench 
3/4 SW corner of trench, composite wall MS 14/07/15 

389 NE Trench 2 Quern fragment between (5297) and (5288) MS 18/07/15 

390 SW Trench 2 Burnt layer, NW corner MS 18/07/15 

391 SW Trench 2 Burnt layer, NE corner, with linear clay feature MS 18/07/15 

392 SW Trench 2 Burnt layer, NE corner, vennel in distance MS 18/07/15 

393 S Trench 
4/5 Pot sherds in situ (5346): SE corner TR 4/5 MS 18/07/15 

394 SSW Trench 4 Area of burning and potential beam slot (5324) MS 21/07/15 

395 SW Trench 4 Area of burning and potential beam slot (5324) MS 21/07/15 

396 SE Trench 3 Ditch, NW corner MS 21/07/15 

397 SE Trench 3 NW-facing section, ditch [5495] and fill, 5496, 5498 MS 21/07/15 

398 SE Trench 3 NW-facing section, ditch [5495] and fill, 5496, 5498 MS 21/07/15 

399 SE Trench 3 NW corner of trench, (5507, 5508, 5509, 5510, 5511) MS 21/07/15 

400 SE Trench 3 Post-ex of (5497) ditch after removal of (5498) MS 21/07/15 

401 " Trench 3 Post-ex of (5497) ditch after removal of (5498) MS 21/07/15 

402 SE Trench 3 Pre-ex, pit (5513, 5514, 5515, 5516)  MS 21/07/15 

403 ESE Trench 3 WNW-facing section (5507, 5508, 5536) MS 22/07/15 

404 ESE Trench 3 WNW-facing section (5507, 5508, 5536) MS 22/07/15 

405 W Trench 3 Quern fragment set in orange daub layer (5461) MS 22/07/15 

406 SE Trench 3 Cobbling (5515), daub (5516) MS 22/07/15 

407 ESE Trench 3 Post-excavation, section through stone walling 
[5012]/[5133] and (5461) MS 22/07/15 

408 SSE Trench 3 Post-ex. NW-facing section [5012]/[5133] MS 23/07/15 

409 NE Trench 
3/4/5 General shot of area: south end MS 24/07/15 

410 SE Trench 
3/4/5 General shot of area: south end MS 24/07/15 

411 WNW Trench 
3/4/5 General shot of area: south end MS 24/07/15 

412 NW Trench 
3/4/5 General shot of area: south end MS 24/07/15 

413 NW Trench 
3/4/5 General shot of area: south end MS 24/07/15 

414 NW Trench 
3/4/5 General shot of area: south end MS 24/07/15 

415 WNW Trench 3 Burnt daub and charcoal (5461) MS 24/07/15 

416 SE Trench 5 Plough marks in natural, slot into Thief's Row from TR 5, 
(5647) MS 24/07/15 

417 E Trench 5 Plough marks in natural, slot into Thief's Row from TR 5, 
(5647) MS 24/07/15 

418 SE Trench 5 Skull and horns, partial, E edge of trench, (5472) MS 24/07/15 
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419 SSW Trench 3 Post holes [5644, 5645] MS 25/07/15 

420 SE Trench 
3/4 Post holes [5644, 5645] plus natural over wider area MS 25/07/15 

421 NNE Trench 4 Carbonised timber in situ, also (5324).  South end TR 4 MS 25/07/15 

422 N Trench 4 Charred timber in situ: S end TR 4 MS 25/07/15 

423 NE Trench 4 Charred timber in situ: S end TR 4 MS 25/07/15 

424 ENE Trench 3 Quern fragments in situ NW edge of cobbles in (5333) MS 26/07/15 

425 S Trench 3 Post holes [5646, 5649, 5376, 5377] TR-3 North MS 26/07/15 

426 SE Trench 3 Post hole (?) [5651] MS 26/07/15 

427 NNE Trench 3 SSW-facing section of pit [5657] with stone, post ex. MS 26/07/15 

428 SW Trench 3 Pit with stone, post-ex  [5133] visible in upper part photo 
1075 MS 26/07/15 

429 - - Aerial photo GM 27/07/15 

430 - - Aerial photo GM 27/07/15 

431 - - Aerial photo GM 27/07/15 

432 - - Aerial photo GM 27/07/15 

433 - - Aerial photo GM 27/07/15 

434 - - Aerial photo GM 27/07/15 

435 - - Aerial photo GM 27/07/15 

436 - - Aerial photo GM 27/07/15 

437 - - Aerial photo GM 27/07/15 

438 - - Aerial photo GM 27/07/15 

439 - - Aerial photo GM 27/07/15 

440 - - Aerial photo GM 27/07/15 

441 - - Aerial photo GM 27/07/15 

442 - - Aerial photo GM 27/07/15 

443 - - Aerial photo GM 27/07/15 

444 - - Aerial photo GM 27/07/15 

445 - - Aerial photo GM 27/07/15 

446 - - Aerial photo GM 27/07/15 

447 - - Aerial photo GM 27/07/15 

448 - - Aerial photo GM 27/07/15 

449 - - Aerial photo GM 27/07/15 

450 - - Aerial photo GM 27/07/15 

451 - - Aerial photo GM 27/07/15 

452 - - Aerial photo GM 27/07/15 

453 - - Aerial photo GM 27/07/15 

454 - - Aerial photo GM 27/07/15 

455 - - Aerial photo GM 27/07/15 

456 - - Aerial photo GM 27/07/15 

457 - - Aerial photo GM 27/07/15 

458 - - Aerial photo GM 27/07/15 

459 - - Aerial photo GM 27/07/15 

460 - - Aerial photo GM 27/07/15 

461 - - Aerial photo GM 27/07/15 

462 - - Aerial photo GM 27/07/15 
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463 - - Aerial photo GM 27/07/15 

464 - - Aerial photo GM 27/07/15 

465 - - Aerial photo GM 27/07/15 

466 - - Aerial photo GM 27/07/15 

467 - - Aerial photo GM 27/07/15 

468 - - Aerial photo GM 27/07/15 

469 - - Aerial photo GM 27/07/15 

470 - - Aerial photo GM 27/07/15 

471 - - Aerial photo GM 27/07/15 

472 - - Aerial photo GM 27/07/15 

473 - - Aerial photo GM 27/07/15 

474 - - Aerial photo GM 27/07/15 

475 - - Aerial photo GM 27/07/15 

476 - - Aerial photo GM 27/07/15 

477 - - Aerial photo GM 27/07/15 

478 - - Aerial photo GM 27/07/15 

479 - - Aerial photo GM 27/07/15 

480 - - Aerial photo GM 27/07/15 

481 - - Aerial photo GM 27/07/15 

482 - - Aerial photo GM 27/07/15 

483 - - Aerial photo GM 27/07/15 

484 - - Aerial photo GM 27/07/15 

485 - - Aerial photo GM 27/07/15 

486 - - Aerial photo GM 27/07/15 

487 - - Aerial photo GM 27/07/15 

488 - - Aerial photo GM 27/07/15 

489 - - Aerial photo GM 27/07/15 

490 - - Aerial photo GM 27/07/15 

491 - - Aerial photo GM 27/07/15 

492 - - Aerial photo GM 27/07/15 

493 - - Aerial photo GM 27/07/15 

494 - - Aerial photo GM 27/07/15 

495 - - Aerial photo GM 27/07/15 

496 - - Aerial photo GM 27/07/15 

497 - - Aerial photo GM 27/07/15 

498 - - Aerial photo GM 27/07/15 

499 - - Aerial photo GM 27/07/15 

500 - - Aerial photo GM 27/07/15 

501 - - Aerial photo GM 27/07/15 

502 - - Aerial photo GM 27/07/15 

503 - - Aerial photo GM 27/07/15 

504 - - Aerial photo GM 27/07/15 

505 - - Aerial photo GM 27/07/15 

506 - - Aerial photo GM 27/07/15 

507 - - Aerial photo GM 27/07/15 
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508 - - Aerial photo GM 27/07/15 

509 - - Aerial photo GM 27/07/15 

510 - - Aerial photo GM 27/07/15 

511 - - Aerial photo GM 27/07/15 

512 - - Aerial photo GM 27/07/15 

513 - - Aerial photo GM 27/07/15 

514 - - Aerial photo GM 27/07/15 

515 - - Aerial photo GM 27/07/15 
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Appendix 5 Index of Photographs 2016 Excavation 
 

Photo 
No. 

Direction 
Facing Location Description Taken 

By Date 

1 NE Trench 1 NE gable end of building [5209] SW 11/06/2016 

2 NE Trench 1 NE gable end of building [5209], post-hole [5477] to left SW 11/06/2016 

3 SW Trench 1 Post-setting [5870] in N corner of NE gable wall of 
building [5209] SW 11/06/2016 

4 SE Trench 1 Post-setting [5870] in N corner of NE gable wall of 
building [5209] SW 11/06/2016 

5 E Trench 1 Looking over pit [5427], after removal of central baulk SW 11/06/2016 

6 WNW Trench 1 Looking over pit [5427], after removal of central baulk SW 11/06/2016 

7 NW Trench 1 Section of the NW wall of [5209] SW 11/06/2016 

8 - Trench 1 Bellamine jug mask sherd - SF2417 from context (5219) SW 11/06/2016 

9 NE Trench 1 
Looking over T1 after clean-back and central baulk 
removal; showing hearth setting and hearth deposit in top 
centre of building 

SW 11/06/2016 

10 NE Trench 1 NW wall of building [5209] SW 11/06/2016 

11 SE Trench 1 Post-setting [5870] in N corner and NE gable wall of 
building [5209] SW 11/06/2016 

12 NE Trench 1 NW wall of building [5209], showing probable post setting 
at NE end SW 11/06/2016 

13 E Trench 1 Hearth setting [5307] SW 11/06/2016 

14 NW Trench 1 SE-facing section of post-hole [5477] SW 11/06/2016 

15 SW Trench 1 Hearth/burnt spreads [5432] SW 11/06/2016 

16 NE Trench 1 
Looking over T1 after clean-back and central baulk 
removal; paved areas to right (covering drain?) and front 
sides (road/vennel) 

MKP 11/06/2016 

17 ENE Trench 1 SE side of T1 showing medieval pits (left, centre) and 
later pit (right) MKP 11/06/2016 

18 NE Trench 1 
Looking over T1 after clean-back and central baulk 
removal; paved areas to right (covering drain?) and front 
sides (road/vennel); mussel midden (5499) in centre right 

MKP 11/06/2016 

19 NE Trench 1 

Looking over T1 after clean-back and central baulk 
removal; burnt spreads probably representing hearth 
location in back centre; pit [5324] in front centre; mussel 
midden (5499) in centre right 

MKP 11/06/2016 

20 N Trench 1 Looking over T1 after clean-back and central baulk 
removal; NW wall of [5209] in centre MKP 11/06/2016 

21 SE Trench 1 Hearth spread [5432] (centre) and slab hearth [5307] 
(right) MKP 11/06/2016 

22 SSE Trench 1 Looking SW end of T1 MKP 11/06/2016 

23 N Trench 1 
Looking north over T1, showing slabbed vennel in front 
left and slabs covering possible drain [5917] in centre 
right 

MKP 11/06/2016 

24 N Trench 1 
Looking north over T1, showing slabbed vennel in front 
left and slabs covering possible drain [5917] in centre 
right 

MKP 11/06/2016 

25 NNW Trench 1 
Looking north over T1, showing slabbed vennel in front 
left and slabs covering possible drain [5917] in centre 
right 

MKP 11/06/2016 

26 NNE Trench 1 Looking north over T1, showing slabs [5875]  covering 
possible drain [5917] in centre MKP 11/06/2016 

27 N Trench 1 Slab hearth [5387] containing reused quern MKP 11/06/2016 

28 N Trench 1 Possible post-holes in clay based in S corner of T1 MKP 11/06/2016 

29 N Trench 
1/2 

Working shot, excavation of area to W side of vennel 
[5273] MKP 11/06/2016 
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30 NE Trench 
1/2 

Area to W side of vennel [5273], showing negative 
features, post setting [5500] in front left corner MKP 11/06/2016 

31 NE Trench 
1/2 

Area to W side of vennel [5273], showing negative 
features, post setting [5500] in front left corner MKP 11/06/2016 

32 NE Trench 
1/2 

Area to W side of vennel [5273], showing negative 
features, post setting [5500] in front left corner MKP 11/06/2016 

33 SW Trench 1 Working shot- Trench 1, showing hearth [5410] in front 
left MKP 11/06/2016 

34 SW Trench 1 Working shot- Trench 1, showing hearth [5410] in front 
left MKP 11/06/2016 

35 SW Trench 1 Working shot- Trench 1, showing hearth [5410] in front 
left MKP 11/06/2016 

36 NE Trench 1 
Looking over cut [5885] after removal of (5873) showing 
hardened deposit lining the side of the cut (centre right); 
pit [5886] in front, pit [5505] in back 

MKP 12/06/2016 

37 -   Tea break MKP 12/06/2016 

38 N Trench 1 Small post-setting [5871] MKP 12/06/2016 

39 ENE Trench 
1/2 

Looking over scant remains of possible later wall base 
[5880] in S corner T1; ash deposit (5267) underlies it MKP 12/06/2016 

40 NE Trench 
1/2 

Looking over scant remains of possible later wall base 
[5880] in S corner T1; ash deposit (5267) underlies it MKP 12/06/2016 

41 E Trench 
1/2 

Looking over scant remains of possible later wall base 
[5880] in S corner T1; ash deposit (5267) underlies it MKP 12/06/2016 

42 WNW Trench 
1/2 

Looking over scant remains of possible later wall base 
[5880] on E side of baulk in S corner T1/2; ash deposit 
(5267) underlies it; SE-facing trench section visible 

MKP 12/06/2016 

43 WNW Trench 
1/2 

Looking over scant remains of possible later wall base 
[5880] on E side of baulk in S corner T1/2; ash deposit 
(5267) underlies it; SE-facing trench section visible 

MKP 12/06/2016 

44 NE Trench 1 Looking over SE side of T1 (after removal of [5880]), clay 
wall base [5882] in centre, overlying burnt layer (5221) MKP 12/06/2016 

45 NE Trench 1 Looking over SE side of T1, clay wall base [5882] in 
centre, overlying burnt layer (5221) MKP 12/06/2016 

46 SE Trench 1 Clay/daub base [5882] in centre, overlying burnt layer 
(5221); slabs [5875] in front MKP 12/06/2016 

47 E Trench 
1/2 Possible wall alignment [5535] MKP 12/06/2016 

48 ENE Trench 1 Working shot, excavation in progress MKP 13/06/2016 

49 NE Trench 1 Excavation of (5267) showing pot base (SF2476?) in situ JWom 13/06/2016 

50 NE Trench 1 Excavation of (5267) showing pot base (SF2476?) in situ JWom 13/06/2016 

51 ESE Trench 2 SW end of Sondage 8 after further excavation - wall 
feature? MKP 13/06/2016 

52 SSW Trench 2 SW end of Sondage 8 after further excavation - wall 
feature? MKP 13/06/2016 

53 NE Trench 2 SW end of Sondage 8 after further excavation - wall 
feature? MKP 13/06/2016 

54 ENE Trench 1 Hearth settings [5307] (right) and [5432] back centre MKP 13/06/2016 

55 NE Trench 1 Looking over Trench 1, working shot MKP 13/06/2016 

56 NE Trench 1 Looking over Trench 1 MKP 13/06/2016 

57 NE Trench 1 Looking over Trench 1 MKP 13/06/2016 

58 ENE Trench 1 Looking over S end Trench 1, working shot MKP 13/06/2016 

59 NE Trench 1 S corner T1, post-excavation, showing burning layer and 
end of vennel  MKP 13/06/2016 

60 SW Trench 1 
SE side of T1, post-excavation, clay/daub base [5882] 
showing burning layer and end of vennel; NE-facing 
trench section in back 

MKP 13/06/2016 
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61 SSE Trench 
1/2 Post-setting [5500] pre-excavation KB 14/06/2016 

62 SSE Trench 
1/2 Post-setting [5500] pre-excavation KB 14/06/2016 

63 SE Trench 
1/2 

Post-setting [5500] pre-excavation; clay pad [5525] to left; 
stone features in back KB 14/06/2016 

64 E Trench 
1/2 Post-setting [5500] mid-excavation KB 14/06/2016 

65 E Trench 
1/2 Post-setting [5500] mid-excavation KB 14/06/2016 

66 NE Trench 
1/2 Post-setting [5500] mid-excavation KB 14/06/2016 

67 NE Trench 
1/2 Post-setting [5500] mid-excavation KB 14/06/2016 

68 W  Trench 
1/2 Post-setting [5500] mid-excavation KB 14/06/2016 

69 NW Trench 
1/2 

Stonework [5891] over earlier vennel [5535] (left) and 
earlier wall [5465] (back) MKP 15/06/2016 

70 - - Tea break MKP 15/06/2016 

71 - - Tea break MKP 15/06/2016 

72 NW Trench 1 Working shot, T1 MKP 15/06/2016 

73 WSW   Slab setting in base of pit [5886], after removal of (5887) MKP 15/06/2016 

74 WSW   
Slab setting in base of pit [5886], after removal of (5887) 
(centre left); slab setting in base of pit [5885] (bottom 
right) 

MKP 15/06/2016 

75 - - Working shot - spindle whorl/bead SF2473 from context 
(5892) MKP 15/06/2016 

76 - - Working shot - spindle whorl/bead SF2473 from context 
(5892) MKP 15/06/2016 

77 - - Working shot - spindle whorl/bead SF2473 from context 
(5892) MKP 15/06/2016 

78 E Trench 1  Working shot - spindle whorl/bead SF2473 in situ context 
(5892) RJ 15/06/2016 

79 E Trench 1  Working shot - spindle whorl/bead SF2473 in situ context 
(5892) RJ 15/06/2016 

80 N Trench 2 Working shot - excavation of ash layer (5574) to reveal 
vennel [5535]; overlying slabs forming? RJ 15/06/2016 

81 ENE Trench 1 Working shot T1, showing section through ditch [5917] RJ 15/06/2016 

82 NE Trench 1 Vennel [5285] after removal of overlying, displaced stone RJ 15/06/2016 

83 NE Trench 1 Vennel [5285] after removal of overlying stone; SW end 
T1 RJ 15/06/2016 

84 NE Trench 1 Vennel [5285] after removal of overlying stone; SW end 
T1 RJ 15/06/2016 

85 SE Trench 1 Vennel [5285] after removal of overlying stone; SW end 
T1 RJ 15/06/2016 

86 NW Trench 1 Vennel [5285] after removal of overlying stone; SW end 
T1 RJ 15/06/2016 

87 N Trench 1 Looking over pits [5886], [5885], location of ditch [5917] 
in back with upright 1m ranging pole RJ 15/06/2016 

88 NE Trench 1 Looking over section through ditch [5917], below slabs 
[5875] RJ 15/06/2016 

89 NNE Trench 1 Slab setting in base of pit [5886], after removal of (5887) 
(centre left); slab setting in base of pit [5885] (top) RJ 15/06/2016 

90 W Trench 1 Section through ditch [5917] from the side RJ 15/06/2016 

91 E Trench 1 Section through ditch [5917] from the side; showing 
burning event layer (5221) terminating at it RJ 15/06/2016 

92 E Trench 1 Section through ditch [5917] from the side RJ 15/06/2016 

93 SW Trench 1 NE-facing section through ditch [5917] RJ 15/06/2016 

94 NW Trench 2 Stone layer from vennel [5275] before removal MKP 16/06/2016 
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95 NNE Trench 2 Working shot - stone layer from vennel [5275] before 
removal MKP 16/06/2016 

96 NW Trench 2 Overlooking burning layer (5288) to NE side of T2 MKP 16/06/2016 

97 NW Trench 2 Overlooking burning layer (5288) to NE side of T2 MKP 16/06/2016 

98 NW Trench 2 Overlooking burning layer (5288) to NE side of T2 MKP 16/06/2016 

99 NW Trench 2 Burnt timber in situ within burning layer (5288) to NE side 
of T2 MKP 16/06/2016 

100 SW Trench 2 Burnt timber in situ within burning layer (5288) to NE side 
of T2 MKP 16/06/2016 

101 NE Trench 
1/2 

Location of suboval pit [5946] at NE end T1/2, with 
curvilinear slot to SW side MKP 16/06/2016 

102 NE Trench 
1/2 

Location of suboval pit [5946] at NE end T1/2, with 
curvilinear slot to SW side MKP 16/06/2016 

103 ENE Trench 
1/2 Working shot over area between T1 and T2 MKP 16/06/2016 

104 SW Trench 1 Working shot - top of burning layer MKP 16/06/2016 

105 SW Trench 1 Working shot - top of burning layer MKP 16/06/2016 

106 SW Trench 1 Working shot - top of burning layer MKP 16/06/2016 

107 NE   SW-facing section through ditch [5917], through slabs 
[5875] and fill (5890) MKP 16/06/2016 

108 NE   SW-facing section through ditch [5917], through slabs 
[5875] and fill (5890) MKP 16/06/2016 

109 E Trench 
1/2 

Hearth setting [5895] within burning layer, after removal 
of later hearth [5362] and layer (5393) MKP 16/06/2016 

110 E Trench 
1/2 

Hearth setting [5895] within burning layer, after removal 
of later hearth [5362] and layer (5393) MKP 16/06/2016 

111 - - School tour MKP 17/06/2016 

112 - - School tour MKP 17/06/2016 

113 - - Spoon SF2501 from layer (5221) MKP 17/06/2016 

114 - - Spoon SF2501 from layer (5221) MKP 17/06/2016 

115 - - Spoon SF2501 from layer (5221) MKP 17/06/2016 

116 N Trench 2 View over cut [5899] underlying ash layer, cutting through 
burning layer; pre-excavation MKP 17/06/2016 

117 N Trench 2 View over cut [5899] underlying ash layer, cutting through 
burning layer; pre-excavation MKP 17/06/2016 

118 NE Trench 2 View over cut [5899] underlying ash layer, cutting through 
burning layer; pre-excavation MKP 17/06/2016 

119 NE Trench 2 View over cut [5899] underlying ash layer, cutting through 
burning layer; pre-excavation MKP 17/06/2016 

120 W Trench 2 View over cut [5899] underlying ash layer, cutting through 
burning layer; pre-excavation; showing gravel layer MKP 17/06/2016 

121 NW Trench 2 SE end of T2, showing cut [5899] and looking over early 
vennel [5535] MKP 17/06/2016 

122 SW Trench 2 
NE-facing trench section showing ash layers below upper 
road surface; with early road gravelly surface and vennel 
[5535] at base; cut [5899] in front 

MKP 17/06/2016 

123 SW Trench 2 Vennel [5535] (centre) and relationship to burning horizon 
(appears to partly overlie it) MKP 17/06/2016 

124 SE Trench 2 
Continuation of Sondage 8 - NW-facing trench section 
showing ditch cut at base under ash layers (vennel [5535] 
to left) 

MKP 17/06/2016 

125 SSE Trench 2 Continuation of Sondage 8 - NW-facing trench section 
showing ditch cut at base under ash layers MKP 17/06/2016 
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126 SE Trench 2 
Slabbing for vennel [5535], overlying earlier wall below 
[5465]; possible alignment of small kerb of cobbles 
running through centre of image over vennel [5535]? 

MKP 17/06/2016 

127 NE Trench 2 Cut edge? Through ash at front of vennel [5535] (within 
Sondage 8) MKP 17/06/2016 

128 NNE Trench 
1/2 

Shallow ditch [5908] in section, SW end of T1/2; below 
clay layer and burning horizon MKP 18/06/2016 

129 NNE Trench 
1/2 

Shallow ditch [5908] in section, SW end of T1/2; below 
clay layer and burning horizon MKP 18/06/2016 

130 NNW Trench 
1/2 Working shot, [5912] centre right MKP 18/06/2016 

131 - - Possible coin SF2508 from context (5911) MKP 18/06/2016 

132 SE Trench 1 NW-facing section through hearth [5432]; shows staining 
into natural; mid excavation MKP 18/06/2016 

133 NE Trench 1 Post-ex of NW-facing section through hearth [5432]; 
shows staining into natural; mid excavation MKP 18/06/2016 

134 N Trench 1 Post-ex of NW-facing section through hearth [5432]; 
shows staining into natural; shows location in NE end T1 MKP 18/06/2016 

135 NE Trench 1 SW-facing section below hearth [5307] MKP 18/06/2016 

136 NE Trench 1 Looking over hearth [5307] and hearth [5432] (back) after 
sections MKP 18/06/2016 

137 SE Trench 1 NW-facing section through hearth [5432]; shows staining 
into natural MKP 18/06/2016 

138 NE Trench 1 NW-facing section through hearth [5432]; shows staining 
into natural MKP 18/06/2016 

139 SE Trench 1 Working shot T1  MKP 18/06/2016 

140 S Trench 1 Working shot T1  MKP 18/06/2016 

141 WNW Trench 
1/2 

SE-facing baulk between T1/2 SW end showing (5252) 
over (5230) over (5414) MKP 18/06/2016 

142 ENE Trench 
1/2 Millstone slab [5912] and context (5914) pre-excavation MKP 18/06/2016 

143 SE Trench 
1/2 [5535]/[5285] vennel in sondage SW end T1/2 MKP 18/06/2016 

144 NW Trench 
1/2 [5535]/[5285] vennel in sondage SW end T1/2 MKP 18/06/2016 

145 NW Trench 1 Working shot T1  MKP 18/06/2016 

146 - - Whetstone SF2539 MKP 18/06/2016 

147 N Trench 1 N end of T1 after excavation of hearth spread [5432] MKP 19/06/2016 

148 NNE Trench 1 Working shot, NE half of T1 MKP 19/06/2016 

149 NE Trench 
1/2 Working shot T1/2 MKP 19/06/2016 

150 ENE Trench 1 Working shot, NE half of T1, showing hearth slab of 
reused quern [6140] in bottom right MKP 19/06/2016 

151 SE Trench 1 Working shot T1, excavation of burning layer (5221) MKP 19/06/2016 

152 SE Trench 1 Working shot T1 MKP 19/06/2016 

153 - - Burnt wood object in sample 2159 from context (5221) MKP 19/06/2016 

154 ENE Trench 2 W-facing quadrant through (5898) in cut [5899] well MKP 19/06/2016 

155 ENE Trench 2 W-facing quadrant through (5898) in cut [5899] well MKP 19/06/2016 

156 E Trench 2 W-facing quadrant through (5898) in cut [5899] well MKP 19/06/2016 

157 E Trench 2 W-facing quadrant through (5898) in cut [5899] well MKP 19/06/2016 

158 SW Trench 1 Working shot T1  MKP 19/06/2016 

159 SW Trench 1 Working shot T1  MKP 19/06/2016 

160 SW Trench 1 Working shot T1  MKP 19/06/2016 
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161 N Trench 
1/2 

Post-excavation after removal of (5914) down to (5916) 
and mill stone setting [5912] MKP 19/06/2016 

162 NW Trench 
1/2 

SW-facing trench section through lower layer (5914) over 
mill stone [5912] MKP 19/06/2016 

163 N Trench 1 Working shot T1  MKP 19/06/2016 

164 N Trench 1 Working shot T1  MKP 19/06/2016 

165 NE Trench 1 Burnt timber in situ within burning layer (5221) in NE side 
of T1 MKP 19/06/2016 

166 NE Trench 1 Burnt timber in situ within burning layer (5221) in NE side 
of T1 MKP 19/06/2016 

167 NE Trench 1 Burning layer to SE side T1, slabbing [5535] in front MKP 19/06/2016 

168 NE Trench 1 Burning layer to SE side T1, slabbing [5535] in front MKP 19/06/2016 

169 N Trench 1 Burning layer to SE side T1 MKP 19/06/2016 

170 SW Trench 1 Burning layer to SE side T1 MKP 19/06/2016 

171 SE Trench 1 Burning layer to SE side T1, possible ditch cut [5917] 
location MKP 19/06/2016 

172 S Trench 1 Burning layer to SE side T1, possible ditch cut [5917] 
location MKP 19/06/2016 

173 - - Working shot MKP 19/06/2016 

174 W Trench 2 E-facing quadrant through (5898) in well-cut [5899] MKP 19/06/2016 

175 W Trench 2 E-facing quadrant through (5898) in well cut [5899] MKP 19/06/2016 

176 NW Trench 2 E-facing quadrant through (5898) in well cut [5899] MKP 19/06/2016 

177 ESE Trench 1 NE end of T1, features at the natural sand layer MKP 20/06/2016 

178 ESE Trench 1 NE end of T1, features at the natural sand layer MKP 20/06/2016 

179 ESE Trench 1 NE end of T1, features at the natural sand layer MKP 20/06/2016 

180 ESE Trench 1 NE end of T1, features at the natural sand layer MKP 20/06/2016 

181 NNW Trench 3 Pea gravel surface [5896] MKP 20/06/2016 

182 WNW Trench 3 Pea gravel surface [5896] MKP 20/06/2016 

183 NE Trench 1 Burnt timber in situ in layer (5221) JM 20/06/2016 

184 NE Trench 1 Burnt timber in situ in layer (5221) JM 20/06/2016 

185 W Trench 2 Working shot, uncovering quern reused as post pad RJ 20/06/2016 

186 SW Trench 2 Working shot showing wide ditch NE end T2 RJ 20/06/2016 

187 NW Trench 2 SE-facing trench section at NE end of T2, showing 
burning layer at the base RJ 20/06/2016 

188 W Trench 1 Slabbed area [5502] in NW trench extension T1 RJ 20/06/2016 

189 SE Trench 1 Looking over slabbed area [5502] in NW trench extension 
T1 RJ 20/06/2016 

190 NE Trench 1 SE side of T1, showing burning layer and slabbed areas MKP 20/06/2016 

191 NNE Trench 1 SE side of T1, showing burning layer and slabbed areas MKP 20/06/2016 

192 SW Trench 1 SE side of T1, showing burning layer and slabbed areas; 
pit[5885] in centre MKP 20/06/2016 

193 SW Trench 1 Looking over surviving section of wall [5883], part of 
[5882] to SE side of T1 MKP 20/06/2016 

194 NE Trench 1 
Looking over pit [5885] showing surviving section of wall 
[5883] to right of slabs [5875], with ditch [5917] visible in 
background centre 

MKP 20/06/2016 

195 N Trench 1 
Looking over burning layer (5221) showing surviving 
section of wall [5883] in centre with slabs [5875] and ditch 
[5917] visible in background centre 

MKP 20/06/2016 

196 - Trench 1 Burnt timber withies in situ in burning layer (5221) MKP 20/06/2016 

197 NW Trench 1 S corner T1, post-excavation, showing ditch cut - aligns 
with cut in Sondage 8 MKP 20/06/2016 
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198 NW Trench 1 S corner T1, post-excavation, showing ditch cut to SW 
side of vennel [5335] - aligns with cut in Sondage 8 MKP 20/06/2016 

199 - - Ceramic button SF2572 RJ 21/06/2016 

200 - - Ceramic button SF2572 RJ 21/06/2016 

201 SW Trench 1 Pre-excavation cut [5931] RJ 21/06/2016 

202 SW Trench 1 Pre-excavation cut [5931] RJ 21/06/2016 

203 SE Trench 1 Pre-excavation cut [5931] RJ 21/06/2016 

204 N - Working shot MKP 21/06/2016 

205 NE Trench 2 Working shot MKP 21/06/2016 

206 NW Trench 
1/2 

SE-facing trench section over vennel [5285]/[5535] 
between T1/2; shows vennel underlying burning event MKP 21/06/2016 

207 NW Trench 
1/2 

Looking over vennel [5535]/[5285] between T1/2; and 
SE-facing trench section shows vennel underlying 
burning event 

MKP 21/06/2016 

208 NW Trench 
1/2 

Looking over vennel [5535]/[5285] between T1/2; and 
SE-facing trench section shows vennel underlying 
burning event 

MKP 21/06/2016 

209 N Trench 
1/2 

Looking over vennel [5535]/[5285] between T1/2; and 
SW-facing trench section MKP 21/06/2016 

210 WSW Trench 
1/2 

Looking over vennel [5535]/[5285] between T1/2; and 
SE-facing trench section shows vennel underlying 
burning event 

MKP 21/06/2016 

211 N Trench 1  Working shot, alignment of uprights marking slot MKP 21/06/2016 

212 NW Trench 
1/2 SE-facing section through post-setting [5500] MKP 21/06/2016 

213 NW Trench 
1/2 SE-facing section through post-setting [5500] MKP 21/06/2016 

214 SW Trench 2 Looking over ditch [5925] after initial section MKP 21/06/2016 

215 SW Trench 2 Looking over ditch [5925] after initial section MKP 21/06/2016 

216 NNW Trench 2 Looking over ditch [5925] after initial section MKP 21/06/2016 

217 NE Trench 2 Looking over ditch [5925] after initial section MKP 21/06/2016 

218 NE Trench 2 Post setting/pad [5923] next to ditch [5925] MKP 21/06/2016 

219 NW Trench 2 Burnt withies in situ in burning layer (5920) MKP 21/06/2016 

220 S Trench 2 NE-facing section of ditch [5925] MKP 21/06/2016 

221 S Trench 2 NE-facing section of ditch [5925] MKP 21/06/2016 

222 SE Trench 2 Possible linear ditch/slot to SE side of [5925] MKP 21/06/2016 

223 SW Trench 2 Possible linear ditch/slot to SE side of [5925] and other 
negative features N corner T2 MKP 21/06/2016 

224 S Trench 
1/2 Pit [5931], N-facing section RJ 21/06/2016 

225 S Trench 
1/2 Pit [5931], N-facing section RJ 21/06/2016 

226 NE Trench 
1/2 

Post-excavation of sondage to NW side of wall [5363]; 
shows burning layer and features within it MKP 21/06/2016 

227 NE Trench 
1/2 

Post-excavation of sondage to NW side of wall [5363]; 
shows burning layer and features within it MKP 21/06/2016 

228 NE Trench 2 Working shot, showing post-holes within burning layer to 
SE side of T2 MKP 21/06/2016 

229 NE Trench 2 Well cut [5899] mid-excavation with ditch [5925] terminus 
in centre background MKP 21/06/2016 

230 NE Trench 2 Well cut [5899] mid-excavation with ditch [5925] terminus 
in centre background MKP 21/06/2016 

231 N Trench 2 Well cut [5899] mid-excavation burning layer visible in 
background MKP 21/06/2016 
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232 N Trench 2 Well cut [5899] mid-excavation burning layer visible in 
background MKP 21/06/2016 

233 NW Trench 2 SE side of T2, showing pits under burning layer, terminus 
of ditch [5925] to centre right where quern stone is MKP 21/06/2016 

234 N Trench 2 Well cut [5899] mid-excavation MKP 21/06/2016 

235 N Trench 2 Well cut [5899] mid-excavation MKP 21/06/2016 

236 NE Trench 2 Well cut [5899] mid-excavation MKP 21/06/2016 

237 NE Trench 2 Well cut [5899] mid-excavation MKP 21/06/2016 

238 NE Trench 2 Post-excavation of linear slot [5936] in N corner of T2 JB 21/06/2016 

239 NE Trench 2 Post-excavation of linear slot [5936] in N corner of T2 JB 21/06/2016 

240 SW Trench 2 Post-excavation of linear slot [5936] in N corner of T2 JB 21/06/2016 

241 SW Trench 2 Post-excavation of linear slot [5936] in N corner of T2 JB 21/06/2016 

242 NE Trench 2 Mid-excavation of (5922) showing possible worked wood JB 21/06/2016 

243 NE Trench 2 SW-facing section of post-hole [5942] CC 21/06/2016 

244 NE Trench 2 SW-facing section of post-hole [5941] CC 21/06/2016 

245 NE Trench 1 SW-facing section through pit [5931] RJ 21/06/2016 

246 NE Trench 1 SW-facing section through pit [5931] RJ 21/06/2016 

247 NE Trench 2 SW-facing section through ditch [5925] with quernstone 
post pad to left RJ 21/06/2016 

248 NE Trench 2 SW-facing section through ditch [5925] with quernstone 
post pad to left RJ 21/06/2016 

249 NE Trench 2 SW-facing section of pit [5972] MKP 21/06/2016 

250 NE Trench 2 SW-facing sections of pit [5983] (front), [5972] (centre), 
[5974] back MKP 21/06/2016 

251 NE Trench 2 SW-facing sections of pit [5983] (front), [5972] (centre), 
[5974] back MKP 22/06/2016 

252 NE Trench 2 SW-facing section of post-hole [5979] MKP 22/06/2016 

253 NE Trench 2 SW-facing section of pit [5970] RJ 22/06/2016 

254 SW Trench 1 NE end of T1 - feature [5960] (right), [5987] (front) JM 22/06/2016 

255 SW Trench 1 NE end of T1 - feature [5960] (right), [5987] (front) JM 22/06/2016 

256 SW Trench 1 NE end of T1 - feature [5960] (right), [5987] (front) JM 22/06/2016 

257 NE Trench 2 SW corner T2 showing burning event, base of layer 
(5902) AM 22/06/2016 

258 NE Trench 2 SW corner T2 showing burning event, base of layer 
(5902) AM 22/06/2016 

259 SW Trench 2 NW side of T2 at base of layer (5902) showing small 
stakehole settings MKP 22/06/2016 

260 SSW Trench 2 NW side of T2 at base of layer (5902) showing small 
stakehole settings MKP 22/06/2016 

261 SSW Trench 2 NW side of T2 at base of layer (5902) showing small 
stakehole settings MKP 22/06/2016 

262 SW Trench 2 Wall alignment [5980] MKP 22/06/2016 

263 S Trench 2 Wall alignment [5980] MKP 22/06/2016 

264 SW Trench 2 Working shot MKP 22/06/2016 

265 NW Trench 1 Working shot MKP 22/06/2016 

266 NE Trench 2 Well [5899] mid-excavation MKP 22/06/2016 

267 SE Trench 2 Well [5899] mid-excavation MKP 22/06/2016 

268 SE Trench 2 Well [5899] mid-excavation MKP 22/06/2016 

269 E Trench 2 Well [5899] mid-excavation MKP 22/06/2016 

270 SE Trench 2 Ditch [5925] showing slot in base MKP 22/06/2016 
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271 SE Trench 2 Ditch [5925] showing slot in base MKP 22/06/2016 

272 N Trench 2 Burnt timber in burning layer (5902) MKP 22/06/2016 

273 NNE Trench 2 Hearth [5981] at N end of well; over layer (5902) AM 22/06/2016 

274 NE Trench 
1/2 

Post-excavation showing clay floor (5930) and hearth; 
under layer (5902); sondage to NW side of wall [5363] RJ 23/06/2016 

275 SE Trench 
1/2 

Post-excavation showing clay floor (5930) and hearth; 
under layer (5902); sondage to NW side of wall [5363] RJ 23/06/2016 

276 SW Trench 2 NE-facing section through ditch [5925] visible in baulk 
section RJ 23/06/2016 

277 NE Trench 2 SW-facing section through ditch [5925] visible in baulk 
section RJ 23/06/2016 

278 SW Trench 2 NW-facing section of pit [5987], mid-ex RJ 23/06/2016 

279 NE Trench 
1/2 SW-facing section pit [5992] RJ 23/06/2016 

280 NE Trench 
1/2 SW-facing section pit [5992] RJ 23/06/2016 

281 SW Trench 
1/2 Small post holes [5946] [5989] [5990] [5992] RJ 23/06/2016 

282 SW Trench 
1/2 

Small post holes [5946] [5989] [5990] [5992], pit [5496] in 
back RJ 23/06/2016 

283 NE Trench 
1/2 

Floor (5939) at base of [5912] section; SW-facing trench 
section RJ 23/06/2016 

284 N Trench 
1/2 

Floor (5939) at base of [5912] section; SW-facing trench 
section showing (5414) over (5914) over (5939) RJ 23/06/2016 

285 SW Trench 2 NE-facing baulk section at post-hole [5984], showing 
(5985) fill of it JB 23/06/2016 

286 NE Trench 2 SW-facing section through ditch [5925] showing stones in 
section JB 23/06/2016 

287 NW Trench 2 Double post-hole [5877] RJ 23/06/2016 

288 NW Trench 2 SE-facing section of post-hole [5987] RJ 23/06/2016 

289 SE Trench 
1/2 

NW-facing section in sondage to NW side of wall [5363]; 
showing [5363] over (5393) over (5902) over (5930) over 
(5939) / (5910) 

RJ 23/06/2016 

290 NE Trench 
1/2 

SW-facing section in sondage to SW side of wall [5277]; 
showing [5277] over (5253) over (5902) over (5930) over 
(5939) 

RJ 23/06/2016 

291 NE Trench 
1/2 

Sondage to SW side of wall [5277]; post-excavation 
showing hearth at NE (top) end and stakeholes within 
(5939); large post setting in front within [5535] 

RJ 23/06/2016 

292 NW Trench 2 NE end inside building [5226] mid-ex of burning layer 
(5902) RJ 23/06/2016 

293 SE Trench 2 NW-facing section through well [5899] fill MKP 23/06/2016 

294 ESE Trench 2 NW-facing section through well [5899] fill MKP 23/06/2016 

295 SE Trench 2 NW-facing section through well [5899] fill MKP 23/06/2016 

296 S Trench 2 NW-facing section through well [5899] fill MKP 23/06/2016 

297 S Trench 2 Stone lining on SW side of well [5899], showing wall 
return MKP 23/06/2016 

298 NNW Trench 2 Stone lining on SW side of well [5899], showing wall 
return and collapsed clay fill, steps at base MKP 23/06/2016 

299 NNW Trench 2 Stone lining on SW side of well [5899], showing wall 
return and collapsed clay fill, steps at base MKP 23/06/2016 

300 NE Trench 2 SE-facing section of well [5899] MKP 23/06/2016 

301 SW Trench 2 Stone lining on SW side of well [5899], and NE-facing 
section through fill MKP 23/06/2016 

302 SE Trench 2 NW-facing section through well [5899] fill MKP 23/06/2016 

303 NE Trench 2 SE side of T2 showing small post/stake holes MKP 23/06/2016 
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304 NE Trench 2 SE side of T2 showing small post/stake holes MKP 23/06/2016 

305 SE Trench 1 Mid-excavation of hearth [6024], NW-facing section SB 23/06/2016 

306 SE Trench 1 Mid-excavation of hearth [6024], NW-facing section SB 23/06/2016 

307 W Trench 1 E-facing section through [6031] and (6022) SB 23/06/2016 

308 E Trench 1 Post-excavation of stone-lined pit [6031] and overlying 
paving [5961] SB 23/06/2016 

309 E Trench 1 Post-excavation of stone-lined pit [6031] and overlying 
paving [5961] SB 23/06/2016 

310 W Trench 1 NE corner T1 post-excavation of post-holes and slot 
[5960] (centre) SB 23/06/2016 

311 NE Trench 
1/2 Post-excavation of post-holes in NE end T1/2 SB 23/06/2016 

312 NE Trench 
1/2 

Post-excavation of sondage to NW side of wall [5363]; 
shows stake and post-holes with hearth in top centre SB 24/06/2016 

313 NE Trench 2 Post-holes in central SE side of T2, with sheep skull in 
situ in front left post-hole AM 24/06/2016 

314 NE Trench 2 Post-holes in central SE side of T2, with sheep skull in 
situ in front left post-hole AM 24/06/2016 

315 NW Trench 2 Sondage showing clay layer in base of T2 SE side JB 24/06/2016 

316 SE Trench 2 Mid-excavation of well [5899] MKP 24/06/2016 

317 SE Trench 2 Mid-excavation of well [5899] MKP 24/06/2016 

318 SSE Trench 2 Mid-excavation of well [5899], showing pony carcass at 
base MKP 24/06/2016 

319 SSE Trench 2 Mid-excavation of well [5899], showing pony carcass at 
base MKP 24/06/2016 

320 S Trench 2 Mid-excavation of well [5899], showing pony carcass at 
base MKP 24/06/2016 

321 NW Trench 2 Steps into well [5899] before removal of baulk; shows 
SE-facing baulk section MKP 25/06/2016 

322 NW Trench 2 Steps into well [5899] before removal of baulk; shows 
SE-facing baulk section MKP 25/06/2016 

323 NW Trench 2 Steps into well [5899] before removal of baulk; shows 
SE-facing baulk section MKP 25/06/2016 

324 NW Trench 2 Steps into well [5899] before removal of baulk; shows 
SE-facing baulk section MKP 25/06/2016 

325 NW Trench 2 Steps into well [5899] before removal of baulk; shows 
SE-facing baulk section MKP 25/06/2016 

326 NW Trench 2 Steps into well [5899] before removal of baulk; shows 
SE-facing baulk section MKP 25/06/2016 

327 NW Trench 2 Steps into well [5899] before removal of baulk; shows 
SE-facing baulk section MKP 25/06/2016 

328 SE Trench 1 Burnt timber in situ from hearth [6024] and burnt grain RJ 25/06/2016 

329 SE Trench 2 Mid-excavation of pony carcass in well [5899] MKP 25/06/2016 

330 SE Trench 2 Mid-excavation of pony carcass in well [5899] MKP 25/06/2016 

331 SE Trench 2 Mid-excavation of pony carcass in well [5899] MKP 25/06/2016 

332 SE Trench 2 Mid-excavation of well [5899] MKP 25/06/2016 

333 - Trench 2 Mid-excavation of well [5899], possible hide attached to 
bone MKP 25/06/2016 

334 - Trench 2 Mid-excavation of well [5899], possible hide attached to 
bone MKP 25/06/2016 

335 NNE Trench 2 Layer (5929) after removal of (5902) in SW side of T2, 
showing quern setting in centre MKP 25/06/2016 

336 NNE Trench 2 Layer (5929) after removal of (5902) in SW side of T2, 
showing quern setting in centre MKP 25/06/2016 

337 N Trench 2 Working shot, well [5899] MKP 25/06/2016 
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338 N Trench 2 Working shot, well [5899] MKP 25/06/2016 

339 NNE Trench 2 Working shot, well [5899] MKP 25/06/2016 

340 NNE Trench 2 Working shot, well [5899] MKP 25/06/2016 

341 NNE Trench 2 Working shot, well [5899] MKP 25/06/2016 

342 SE Trench 2 Mid-excavation well [5899], pony carcass in situ MKP 25/06/2016 

343 SE Trench 2 Mid-excavation well [5899], pony carcass in situ MKP 25/06/2016 

344 SE Trench 2 Mid-excavation well [5899], pony carcass in situ MKP 25/06/2016 

345 SE Trench 2 Mid-excavation well [5899], pony carcass in situ MKP 25/06/2016 

346 SE Trench 2 Mid-excavation well [5899], pony carcass in situ MKP 25/06/2016 

347 SE Trench 2 Mid-excavation well [5899], pony carcass in situ MKP 25/06/2016 

348 SE Trench 2 Mid-excavation well [5899], pony carcass in situ MKP 25/06/2016 

349 N Trench 2 Mid-excavation well [5899], pony carcass in situ MKP 25/06/2016 

350 SE Trench 2 Quern stone in situ below baulk, centre of T2 JB 26/06/2016 

351 ESE   Layer (5929) after removal of (5902) in SW side of T2, 
after quern removal JB 26/06/2016 

352 NE Trench 1 Slab setting [5502] (left) and stone packing [6021] (right) CV 26/06/2016 

353 W Trench 1 Slab setting [5502] (top) and stone packing [6021] 
(bottom right) CV 26/06/2016 

354 NE Trench 1 (6019) layer pre-excavation CV 26/06/2016 

355 N Trench 2 Post-excavation well [5899] MKP 26/06/2016 

356 N Trench 2 Post-excavation well [5899] MKP 26/06/2016 

357 S Trench 2 Post-excavation well [5899] MKP 26/06/2016 

358 SE Trench 2 Post-excavation well [5899] MKP 26/06/2016 

359 SE Trench 2 Post-excavation well [5899] MKP 26/06/2016 

360 - - Working shot MKP 26/06/2016 

361 - - Working shot MKP 26/06/2016 

362 NNE Trench 1 Excavation of quern stack - [6139], [6140], [6146] SB 26/06/2016 

363 NNE Trench 1 Excavation of quern stack - [6139], [6140], [6146] SB 26/06/2016 

364 NNE Trench 1 Excavation of quern stack - [6139], [6140], [6146] SB 26/06/2016 

365 NNE Trench 1 Excavation of quern stack - [6139], [6140], [6146] SB 26/06/2016 

366 NNW Trench 1 Excavation of quern stack - [6139], [6140], [6146] SB 26/06/2016 

367 NNW Trench 1 Quern stack - [6139], [6140], [6146] SB 26/06/2016 

368 NNW Trench 1 Quern stack - [6139], [6140], [6146] SB 26/06/2016 

369 - Trench 1 Quern stack - [6139], [6140], [6146] SB 26/06/2016 

370 NNW Trench 2 Post-excavation well [5899] MKP 26/06/2016 

371 NNW Trench 2 Post-excavation well [5899] MKP 26/06/2016 

372 ENE Trench 2 Post-excavation well [5899] MKP 26/06/2016 

373 NW Trench 2 Post-excavation well [5899] MKP 26/06/2016 

374 N Trench 2 Post-excavation well [5899] MKP 26/06/2016 

375 SSE Trench 2 Post-excavation well [5899] MKP 26/06/2016 

376 SE Trench 2 Post-excavation well [5899] MKP 26/06/2016 

377 SW Trench 2 Post-excavation well [5899] MKP 26/06/2016 

378 SE Trench 2 Post-excavation well [5899] MKP 26/06/2016 

379 SE Trench 2 Post-excavation well [5899] MKP 26/06/2016 

380 SE Trench 2 Post-excavation well [5899] MKP 26/06/2016 

381 S Trench 2 Post-excavation well [5899] MKP 26/06/2016 
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382 E Trench 2 Post-excavation well [5899] MKP 26/06/2016 

383 NNE Trench 2 Post-excavation of (6138) on SW side of T2 MKP 26/06/2016 

384 NNE Trench 2 SW-facing section of baulk in centre SW side of T2 MKP 26/06/2016 

385 NNE Trench 2 SW-facing section of baulk in centre SW side of T2 MKP 26/06/2016 

386 ENE Trench 2 SW-facing section of baulk at NE end of T2 showing 
post-holes MKP 26/06/2016 

387 ENE Trench 2 SW-facing section of baulk at NE end of T2 showing 
post-holes MKP 26/06/2016 

388 NE Trench 
1/2 

Post-excavation of sondage to NW side of wall [5363]; 
shows stake and post-holes with hearth in top centre MKP 26/06/2016 

389 NE Trench 
1/2 

Post-excavation of sondage to NW side of wall [5363]; 
shows stake and post-holes with hearth in top centre MKP 26/06/2016 

390 NE Trench 1  SE side of T1, post-excavation   MKP 26/06/2016 

391 NE Trench 1  SE side of T1, post-excavation   MKP 26/06/2016 

392 NE Trench 1 Quern stack - [6139], [6140], [6146] MKP 26/06/2016 

393 SW Trench 1 Quern stack - [6139], [6140], [6146] MKP 26/06/2016 

394 SW Trench 1 Quern stack - [6139], [6140], [6146] MKP 26/06/2016 

395 N Trench 1 T1 extension, post-excavation of [6021] and [5502] (left) MKP 26/06/2016 

396 SE Trench 1 Post-excavation T1 MKP 26/06/2016 

397 E Trench 1 Post-excavation T1 MKP 26/06/2016 

398 SE Trench 1 Post-excavation T1 MKP 26/06/2016 

399 SE Trench 1 Post-excavation T1 MKP 26/06/2016 

400 SW Trench 1 Post-excavation of [6021] in T1 extension MKP 26/06/2016 

401 SW Trench 1 T1 extension, post-excavation of [6021] and [5502] (left) MKP 26/06/2016 

402 W - Post-excavation of site MKP 26/06/2016 

403 W - Post-excavation of site MKP 26/06/2016 

404 NNW Trench 3, 
4, 5 House entrance, paving and hearth SB 18/05/2016 

405 NNW Trench 3, 
4, 5 General view of features in south end of site SB 18/05/2016 

406 ENE Trench 3, 
4, 5 House entrance, paving and hearth SB 18/05/2016 

407 ESE Trench 3, 
4, 5 House entrance, paving and hearth SB 18/05/2016 

408 SE Trench 3, 
4, 5 House entrance, paving and hearth SB 18/05/2016 

409 NNW Trench 3, 
4, 5 General view of features in south end of site SB 18/05/2016 

410 NE Trench 
3,4 Feature [5347] and [5128] SB 18/05/2016 

411 NE Trench 
3,4 Feature [5347] and [5128] SB 18/05/2016 

412 SE Trench 3, 
4, 5 

[5347] and [5128] and general features in south end of 
site SB 18/05/2016 

413 SW Trench 3, 
4, 5 General view of features in south end of site SB 18/05/2016 

414 SW Trench 
3,4 Feature [5347] and [5128] SB 18/05/2016 

415 WSW Trench 
3,4 General view of features in south end of site SB 18/05/2016 

416 WSW Trench 
3,4 General view of features in south end of site SB 18/05/2016 

417 NE Trench 3, 
4, 5 General view of features in south end of site SB 18/05/2016 
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418 SW Trench 
3,4 General view of features in south end of site SB 18/05/2016 

419 SW Trench 
3,4 General view of features in south end of site SB 18/05/2016 

420 SW Trench 
3,4 General view of features in south end of site SB 18/05/2016 

421 SE Trench 3, 
4, 5 Vennel [5133] and [5248] SB 18/05/2016 

422 SE Trench 3, 
4, 5 Vennel [5133] and [5248] SB 18/05/2016 

423 SW Trench 
3,4 General view of features in south end of site SB 18/05/2016 

424 WSW Trench 
3,4 General view of features in south end of site SB 18/05/2016 

425 WSW Trench 
3,4 General view of features in south end of site SB 18/05/2016 

426 SW Trench 
3,4 General view of features in south end of site SB 18/05/2016 

427 SSW Trench 
4,5 View of features in SE corner of excavation area SB 18/05/2016 

428 SE Trench 
4,5 General view of features in south end of site SB 18/05/2016 

429 NNW Trench 
4,5 New post-holes in SE corner of site – pre-ex. SB 18/05/2016 

430 NW Trench 3, 
4, 5 General view of features in south end of site SB 18/05/2016 

431 NW Trench 3, 
4, 5 

Vennel [5133] and [5248] and general features in S end 
of site SB 18/05/2016 

432 WNW Trench 3, 
4, 5 General view of features in south end of site SB 18/05/2016 

433 SW Trench 3, 
4, 5 General view of features in south end of site SB 18/05/2016 

434 SW Trench 3, 
4, 5 General view of features in south end of site SB 18/05/2016 

435 NW Trench 
4,5 Paved vennel [5248] and general features in S end of site SB 18/05/2016 

436 E Trench 
4,5 House entrance, paving and hearth SB 18/05/2016 

437 ESE Trench 
4,5 House entrance, paving and hearth SB 18/05/2016 

438 NE Trench 
4,5 House entrance, paving and hearth SB 18/05/2016 

439 N Trench 
4,5 New post-holes in SE corner of site – pre-ex. SB 18/05/2016 

440 NW Trench 
4,5 New post-holes in SE corner of site – pre-ex. SB 18/05/2016 

441 W Trench 
4,5 General view of features in south end of site SB 18/05/2016 

442 W Trench 
4,5 General view of features in south end of site SB 18/05/2016 

443 WNW Trench 3, 
4, 5 General view of features in south end of site SB 18/05/2016 

444 WNW Trench 3, 
4, 5 General view of features in south end of site SB 18/05/2016 

445 WNW Trench 3, 
4, 5 General view of features in south end of site SB 18/05/2016 

446 NW Trench 
4,5 New post-holes in SE corner of site – pre-ex. SB 18/05/2016 

447 ESE Trench 3 Features in trench SB 18/05/2016 

448 ESE Trench 3 Features in trench SB 18/05/2016 

449 NE Trench 3 Features in trench SB 18/05/2016 
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450 SSE Trench 3 Features in trench SB 18/05/2016 

451 SSE Trench 3 Features in trench SB 18/05/2016 

452 SSE Trench 3 Features in trench SB 18/05/2016 

453 W Trench 3 Features in trench SB 18/05/2016 

454 NW Trench 3 Features in trench SB 18/05/2016 

455 WNW Trench 3, 
4, 5 Vennel [5139], [5133] and [5248] SB 18/05/2016 

456 NW Trench 3, 
4, 5 Vennel [5139], [5133] and [5248] SB 18/05/2016 

457 SW Trench 3, 
4, 5 General view of features in south end of site SB 18/05/2016 

458 SW Trench 3, 
4, 5 Vennel [5139] and features in south end of site SB 18/05/2016 

459 WNW Trench 3, 
4, 5 Vennel [5139], [5133] and [5248] SB 18/05/2016 

460 SW Trench 
4,5 Paved vennel [5248] and features in S end of site SB 18/05/2016 

461 SSW Trench 
4,5 

Paved vennel [5248] and cobbled vennel [5139] and 
features in S end of site SB 18/05/2016 

462 NE Trench 1 Looking over T1, post-excavation SB 01/07/2016 

463 NE Trench 1 Quern stack - [6139], [6140], [6146] SB 01/07/2016 

464 SE Trench 1 T1 extension, post-excavation of [6021] (back) and [5502] 
(front) SB 01/07/2016 

465 SE Trench 1 T1 extension, post-excavation of [6021] (back) and [5502] 
(front) SB 01/07/2016 

466 NE Trench 1 T1 extension, post-excavation of [6021] (right) and [5502] 
(left); SW-facing trench section SB 01/07/2016 

467 SW Trench 1 T1 extension, post-excavation, NE-facing trench section SB 01/07/2016 

468 SE Trench 1 Looking over SW end of [5209] T1, showing earlier, 
underlying wall slot SB 01/07/2016 

469 SW Trench 1 
Looking over S corner of T1 and slabbed area 
[5285]/[5535] with stonework in front, possible door 
threshold or other building feature 

SB 01/07/2016 

470 SW Trench 1 
Looking over S corner of T1 and slabbed area 
[5285]/[5535] with stonework in front, possible door 
threshold or other building feature 

SB 01/07/2016 

471 NW Trench 1 S corner of T1, continuation of post-holes and slot of 
earlier building - vennel (left) appears to respect this SB 01/07/2016 

472 NW Trench 1 NE end of T1, showing building slot and post-holes for 
wall alignments, including [5960]  SB 01/07/2016 

473 WSW Trench 1 Looking over NE half of T1, showing earlier structural 
remains in top and stone-lined pit [6031] (right)  SB 01/07/2016 

474 SW Trench 1 Looking over stone-lined pit [6031], post-excavation; with 
slabbed surface in back and wall alignment behind this SB 01/07/2016 

475 SW Trench 1 Looking over stone-lined pit [6031], post-excavation; with 
slabbed surface in back and wall alignment behind this SB 01/07/2016 

476 NW Trench 1 Early post-hole alignments in the N corner of T1 SB 01/07/2016 

477 SW Trench 1 Looking over stone-lined pit [6031], post-excavation; with 
slabbed surface in back and wall alignment behind this SB 01/07/2016 

478 SW Trench 1 
Looking over stone-lined pit [6031], post-excavation; with 
slabbed surface in back and wall alignment behind this 
and post-hole alignments around it - NE end of T1 

SB 01/07/2016 

479 NNW Trench 1 Early post-hole alignments in the N corner of T1 SB 01/07/2016 

480 NW Trench 1 Early post-hole alignments in the N corner of T1 SB 01/07/2016 
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481 NW Trench 1 Post-excavation of hearth [6024], stone-lined pit I [6031] 
in top right SB 01/07/2016 

482 W Trench 1 Post-excavation of hearth [6024], stone-lined pit I [6031] 
in top right SB 01/07/2016 

483 SE Trench 1 Quern post pad visible in SE side of T1, at the base of 
baulk section; NW-facing trench section SB 01/07/2016 

484 SE Trench 1 Quern post pad visible in SE side of T1, at the base of 
baulk section; NW-facing trench section SB 01/07/2016 

485 SW Trench 
1/2 

Post-excavation, NE side of T1/2 showing early features, 
pit [5946] in front SB 01/07/2016 

486 SW Trench 
1/2 

NE-facing baulk section below wall [5277], showing quern 
post pad at base SB 01/07/2016 

487 WSW Trench 
1/2 

NE-facing baulk section below wall [5277], showing quern 
post pad at base SB 01/07/2016 

488 NW Trench 
1/2 SE-facing trench baulk over feature [5912] SB 01/07/2016 

489 NW Trench 
1/2 SE-facing trench baulk over vennel [5285]/[5335] SB 01/07/2016 

490 SE Trench 
1/2 NW-facing trench section below wall [5363] SB 01/07/2016 

491 NW Trench 
1/2 

SE-facing trench section in sondage opposite from photo 
490 SB 01/07/2016 

492 WNW Trench 
1/2 

SE-facing trench section in sondage opposite from photo 
490; showing hearth setting [5940] (right) SB 01/07/2016 

493 NNW Trench 
1/2 

SE-facing trench section in sondage opposite from photo 
490; showing hearth setting [5940] (right) SB 01/07/2016 

494 NE Trench 
1/2 SW-facing trench section above hearth [5940] SB 01/07/2016 

495 NE Trench 
1/2 

SW-facing trench section above hearth [5940]; showing 
early features in front SB 01/07/2016 

496 SE Trench 
1/2 

NW-facing trench section below wall [5363], showing 
early features in front SB 01/07/2016 

497 ENE Trench 
1/2 

SSW-facing trench sections below walls [5277] (left) and 
[5363] (right), showing early features in front; hearth 
[5940] to left 

SB 01/07/2016 

498 N Trench 
1/2 Slab setting [5912] SB 01/07/2016 

499 WNW Trench 3 Gravel road/path (right) with early features to left, post-
excavation SB 01/07/2016 

500 WNW Trench 3 Gravel road/path (right) with early features to left, post-
excavation SB 01/07/2016 

501 WNW Trench 3 Gravel road/path post-excavation SB 01/07/2016 

502 NE Trench 3 Gravel road/path (back) with early features in front, post-
excavation SB 01/07/2016 

503 NE Trench 3 Gravel road/path (back) with early features in front, post-
excavation SB 01/07/2016 

504 NE Trench 3 Gravel road/path (back) with early features in front, post-
excavation SB 01/07/2016 

505 SE Trench 4 Early post-holes, post-excavation SB 01/07/2016 

506 SE Trench 4 Early post-holes, post-excavation SB 01/07/2016 

507 NNE Trench 3 Post-excavation SB 01/07/2016 

508 S Trench 3 Gravel road/path post-excavation, early features in back SB 01/07/2016 

509 S Trench 3 Gravel road/path post-excavation, early features in back SB 01/07/2016 

510 ENE Trench 1 Looking over Trench 1, post-excavation SB 01/07/2016 

511 E Trench 1 Looking over Trench 1, post-excavation SB 01/07/2016 

512 E Trench 1 Looking over Trench 1, post-excavation SB 01/07/2016 
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Photo 
No. 

Direction 
Facing Location Description Taken 

By Date 

513 E Trench 1 Looking over Trench 1, post-excavation SB 01/07/2016 

514 NE   Early structural post alignments, post-excavation, middle 
of T1 SB 01/07/2016 

515 SW   Early post-holes and wall slot alignment, post-excavation, 
middle of T1 SB 01/07/2016 

516 SE   Early wall slot, SW end of T1 inside wall [5209] SB 01/07/2016 

517 NW   Early wall slot, SW end of T1 inside wall [5209] SB 01/07/2016 

518 NE   
Early wall post- holes, NW side of T1 inside wall [5209] 
(which has been part-excavated here); square post-hole 
visible in centre left 

SB 01/07/2016 

519 SW   Square post-hole of early building in SW corner T1 SB 01/07/2016 

520 E   Looking over SW corner of T1, post-excavation SB 01/07/2016 

521 E   Looking over SW corner of T1, post-excavation SB 01/07/2016 

522 NE   
Looking over quern stack - [6139], [6140], [6146] (right) 
showing wall slot/post-holes forming early features along 
NW side of T1 

SB 01/07/2016 

523 NE   Looking from quern stack showing wall slot/post-holes 
forming early features along NW side of T1 SB 01/07/2016 

524 NE   Post excavation along NW side of T1 SB 01/07/2016 

525 SW   Post excavation along NW side of T1 SB 01/07/2016 

526 SW   Post excavation along NW side of T1, showing underlying 
post-holes SB 01/07/2016 

527 E   Post excavation along NW side of T1 SB 01/07/2016 

528 E   Quern stack - [6139], [6140], [6146] SB 01/07/2016 

529 E   Quern stack - [6139], [6140], [6146] SB 01/07/2016 

530 E   N corner of T1, post-excavation, showing early wall slot in 
top centre and large post-hole in centre SB 01/07/2016 

531 SE   N corner of T1, post-excavation, showing early wall slot in 
top left and large post-hole in centre SB 01/07/2016 

532 SW   N corner of T1, post-excavation, showing early wall slot SB 01/07/2016 

533 E   N corner of T1, post-excavation, showing early wall slot SB 01/07/2016 

534 E   N corner of T1, post-excavation, showing early wall slot SB 01/07/2016 

535 E   N corner of T1, post-excavation, showing early wall slot SB 01/07/2016 

536 - - Aerial photo AT 01/07/2016 

537 - - Aerial photo AT 01/07/2016 

538 - - Aerial photo AT 01/07/2016 

539 - - Aerial photo AT 01/07/2016 

540 - - Aerial photo AT 01/07/2016 

541 - - Aerial photo AT 01/07/2016 

542 - - Aerial photo AT 01/07/2016 

543 - - Aerial photo AT 01/07/2016 

544 - - Aerial photo AT 01/07/2016 

545 - - Aerial photo AT 01/07/2016 

546 - - Aerial photo AT 01/07/2016 

547 - - Aerial photo AT 01/07/2016 

548 - - Aerial photo AT 01/07/2016 

549 - - Aerial photo AT 01/07/2016 

550 - - Aerial photo AT 01/07/2016 

551 - - Aerial photo AT 01/07/2016 
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Photo 
No. 

Direction 
Facing Location Description Taken 

By Date 

552 - - Aerial photo AT 01/07/2016 

553 - - Aerial photo AT 01/07/2016 

554 - - Aerial photo AT 01/07/2016 

555 - - Aerial photo AT 01/07/2016 

556 - - Aerial photo AT 01/07/2016 

557 - - Aerial photo AT 01/07/2016 

558 - - Aerial photo AT 01/07/2016 

559 - - Aerial photo AT 01/07/2016 

560 - - Aerial photo AT 01/07/2016 

561 - - Aerial photo AT 01/07/2016 

562 - - Aerial photo AT 01/07/2016 

563 - - Aerial photo AT 01/07/2016 

564 - - Aerial photo AT 01/07/2016 

565 - - Aerial photo AT 01/07/2016 

566 - - Aerial photo AT 01/07/2016 

567 - - Aerial photo AT 01/07/2016 

568 - - Aerial photo AT 01/07/2016 

569 - - Aerial photo AT 01/07/2016 

570 - - Aerial photo AT 01/07/2016 

571 - - Aerial photo AT 01/07/2016 

572 - - Aerial photo AT 01/07/2016 

573 - - Aerial photo AT 01/07/2016 

574 - - Aerial photo AT 01/07/2016 

575 - - Aerial photo AT 01/07/2016 

576 - - Aerial photo AT 01/07/2016 

577 - - Aerial photo AT 01/07/2016 

578 - - Aerial photo AT 01/07/2016 

579 - - Aerial photo AT 01/07/2016 

580 - - Aerial photo AT 01/07/2016 

581 - - Aerial photo AT 01/07/2016 

582 - - Aerial photo AT 01/07/2016 

583 - - Aerial photo AT 01/07/2016 
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Appendix 6 Site Phasing List 
 

Block Block Description Phase Context Context Description 
1 Natural Sand - - Natural Sand 
2 Structure 1 - Construction 1 6077 Amorphous cut through natural sand 

6078 Pale yellow ash with frequent charcoal fragments 

6136 Subcircular cut through natural sand 

 6137 Mid brown sandy soil with charcoal flecks, some 
daub fragments and gravel in upper fill 

6129 Subcircular cut through natural sand 

 6130 Dark brown sandy soil with charcoal flecks and 
shell fragments 

 6106 Small subcircular cut 0.18 diameter and 0.22m 
deep, cut through natural sand 

 6110 Subcircular cut 0.15m in diameter, cut through 
natural sand 

 6108 Small subcircular cut 0.16 diameter and 0.18m 
deep, cut through natural sand 

 6112 Subcircular cut measuring 0.3m in diameter, 
0.28m deep, cut through natural sand 

 6104 Large subrectangular cut 0.6 diameter and 0.2m 
deep, cut through natural sand 

6007 Subcircular cut through (5892) 

6008 Dark brown silt with some gravel 

 5960 Narrow linear slot that contains several small 
clusters of small, upright stone clasts 

 5957 Mid brown-grey ashy soil with patches of pink 
clay 

 5958 Subcircular cut approx 0.3m diameter, NE side 
T1 

6144 Suboval cut through natural sand 

6145 Mid brown sandy soil 

6107 Mid brown sandy soil 

6109 Mid brown sandy soil 

6111 Mid brown sandy soil with a packing stone 

 6172 Subcircular cut through natural sand measuring 
0.22m in diameter and 0.15m deep 

 6157 Large flat stone set in circular cut through natural 
sand 

 6155 Suboval cut through natural sand measuring 
0.3m in diameter 

 6156 Dark brown sandy silt with charcoal and daub 
flecks 

 6151 Subcircular cut through natural sand measuring 
0.15m in diameter and 0.15m deep 

6152 Mid brown soily sand with charcoal fragments 

 6150 
Suboval cut through natural sand measuring 
0.35m x 0.3m and 0.36m deep; contains 3 
packing stones and mixed brown sandy soil 

6147 Suboval cut through natural sand 

 6148 Dark brown sandy soil with charcoal flecks and 
possible packing stones; fish bone, pot sherds 

6123 Subcircular cut through natural sand 

6124 Dark brown sandy soil with charcoal flecks 
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Block Block Description Phase Context Context Description 
6094 Subcircular cut through natural sand 

 6095 Dark brown silty soil with some shell, bone and 
charcoal fragments 

6075 Suboval cut through natural sand 

 6076 Dark brown charcoal-rich sandy soil with some 
clay 

6079 Subcircular cut through natural sand 

6080 Mid brown sandy soil with clay patches 

6081 Subcircular cut through natural sand 

6082 Mid brown-pink sandy soil with clay patches 

6084 Subcircular cut through natural sand 

6085 Dark brown silty sand 

6088 Subcircular double cut through natural sand 

6089 Dark brown silty sand 

 6125 Suboval cut through natural sand measuring 
0.4m x 0.3m and 0.38m deep 

6126 Dark brown sandy soil with charcoal flecks 

6096 Large subcircular cut through natural sand 

 6057 Small subcircular cut measuring 0.05m diameter 
and 0.15m deep 

6058 Loose charcoal-rich sandy soil 

 6059 Shallow slot measuring 0.6m wide and 0.1m 
deep, aligned NW-SE 

 6060 Mixed pink clay and brown sandy soil with loose 
packing stones 

6063 Subcircular cut through sand 

6064 Dark brown soil sand 

6022 Subcircular stone-lined cut in natural sand 

6023 Dark brown ashy silt with packing stones 

6009 Horizontal slot cut through [5892] 

 6010 Dark brown silt with some gravel and a small 
amount of charcoal 

 6035 Suboval cut measuring 0.21m x 0.13m and 0.38m 
deep 

6036 Loose brown sand with patches of orange clay 

 6037 Circular cut measuring 0.11m diameter, 0.38m 
deep 

6038 Loose brown sandy soil 

 6039 Circular cut measuring 0.18m diameter, 0.12m 
deep 

6040 Loose brown sandy soil 

 6041 Circular cut measuring 0.10m diameter, 0.08m 
deep 

6042 Loose brown sandy soil and gravel 

6043 Subcircular cut 0.05m diameter, 0.3m deep 

6044 Loose brown sandy soil 

6045 Subcircular cut 0.1m diameter, 0.08m deep 

6046 Brown soily gravel 

6047 Circular cut 0.1m diameter, 0.08m deep 

6048 Brown soily gravel 

6049 Circular cut 0.04m diameter, 0.08m deep 

6050 Loose brown sandy soil 
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Block Block Description Phase Context Context Description 
6051 Circular cut 0.04m diameter, 0.08m deep 

6052 Loose brown sandy soil 

 6053 Sub-square cut measuring 0.21m wide and 0.1m 
deep 

6054 Pale brown sandy soil with small charcoal flecks 

6069 Subcircular cut through sand 

6070 Dark brown soily sand with charcoal flecks 

3 Structure 1 - Occupation  1 6139 Quern stone reused as hearth setting 

6146 Large quern stone reused as a hearth setting 

 6115 Mid brown sandy soil with a broken sandstone 
fragment, pot sherds, pink clay patches 

6176 Pad of daub on street fronts of medieval buildings 

 6141 Burnt layer of grey ash with charcoal flecks and 
burnt bone fragments; coin from this layer 

 6097 Hard packed clay/daub over dark brown silts 
sand with shell fragments and pot sherds 

 6175 Dark brown sandy soil with some bone and 
medieval pot sherds 

 6116 
Mixed dark brown sandy soil with some ash 
patches, charcoal and shell fragments, animal 
bone and fish bone 

6132 Hard packed clay on top of mid brown silty sand 

 6135 Dark brown clayey soil with charcoal and ash 
lenses 

6138 Dark soily sand, charcoal-stained 

5893 Pale pink soft clay/daub 

 5915 Dark grey-black sandy silt with charcoal 
fragments and some patches of hardened clay 

 5928 
Mixture of small angular sandstones, pea gravel 
and sand forming gravel surface under vennel 
[5285] 

 5934 Dark brown silty ash layer, located in the NW side 
of T1/2 

5959 Mixed compact pink clay and dark brown soil 

5994 Pea gravel and sand 

5998 Mid brown-grey ashy silt 

6017 Light brown sandy soil 

6030 Large suboval pit cut through natural sand 

 6031 Large rounded cobbles revetted into natural sand 
forming stone-lined pit 

6032 Sand and gravel fill with some charcoal flecks 

6083 Mid brown sandy soil with lenses of charcoal 

4 Structure 2 - Construction 1 5958 Subcircular cut approx 0.3m diameter, NE side 
T1 

 5500 Cluster of small upright stones is fill of pit to N 
and under 5277 (T1/2) 

 5933 
Setting of small stones with some flat slabs, 
possibly for timber post settings; located to the 
NW side of T1/2 

 5940 
Roughly circular setting of 5 sandstone slabs, 
fire-cracked and reddened; three stakehole cuts 
around it NE end of sondage next to wall [5363] 

 5980 
Rubble stone/clay base of wall with upright 
stones to both sides; aligned NE-SW, underlying 
5902 
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Block Block Description Phase Context Context Description 

 5951 Dark brown-grey ashy soily silt with charcoal 
flecks and occasional burnt fragments 

5952 Circular cut 0.3m in diameter 

 5953 Dark brown-grey ashy soily silt with charcoal 
flecks and occasional burnt fragments 

5954 Subcircular cut 0.3m x 0.37m 

 5955 Mixed mid brown soil and clay patches with 
upright stones packed in 

5956 Subcircular cut approx 0.35m diameter, E side T1 

6122 Mid brown sandy soil with packing stones 

6123 Subcircular cut through natural sand 

 6153 Subcircular cut through natural sand measuring 
0.15m in diameter and 0.15m deep 

6154 Mid brown soily sand with small gravel 

6001 Dark brown-grey silt with charcoal fragments 

6002 Subcircular cut through natural sand 

 5999 Soft, compact pale pink-grey clay with rare small 
pebbles 

6000 Subcircular cut through natural sand 

5908 Cut for a shallow, U-shaped ditch 

5 Structure 2 - Occupation  1 5909 
Hardened sandy clay compact layer at the base 
of (5906) that abuts natural sand below ditch 
[5908] 

 5906 Dark brown sandy soil with charcoal fragments 
and small stones 

 5938 
Fine rounded gravel and sand/shell, over an area 
0.75m x 0.75m; 0.15m thick; in sondage to NW 
side of wall [5363] 

6143 Quern stone reused as setting for hearth 

 5957 Mid brown-grey ashy soil with patches of pink 
clay 

 5939 Dark brown-black charcoal-rich silty sand, thin 
lens; contains medieval pot sherds on the surface 

 5930 
Pale pink-buff compact clay layer with some 
patches of ash; in sondage to NW side of wall 
[5363] 

6 Structure 3 - Construction 1 5987 Suboval post-hole measuring 0.4m x 0.55m, E 
side of T2 

5519 Cut of post-hole by linear slot [5492] (T2) 

 5520 Fill of small post-hole [5519] is burnt orange and 
brown sediment (T2) 

6094 Subcircular cut through natural sand 

 5579 Cut of u-shaped shallow gully, ditch or post-hole 
filled by 5580 (T2) 

 5580 Fill of [5579] is mid brown sediment with small 
stone inclusions (T2) 

 6158 Post pad underlying vennel [5285], 0.5m to N of 
[6157] 

6015 Subcircular cut through natural sand 

6013 Circular, small cut through natural sand 

 5997 Subcircular cut measuring 0.2m diameter, 0.15m 
deep 

6069 Subcircular cut through sand 

6067 Subcircular cut through sand 

6061 Subcircular cut through sand 
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Block Block Description Phase Context Context Description 
6065 Linear slot cut through sand 

 5995 Subcircular cut measuring 0.35m x 0.38m and 
0.15m deep 

 5991 Subcircular cut measuring 0.25m in diameter and 
0.15m deep; within a group of small post-holes 

 5992 
Double subcircular cut measuring 0.25m, 0.28m 
in diameter and 0.15m deep; within a group of 
small post-holes 

5988 Dark brown-grey soily silt with charcoal fragments 

 5989 Subcircular cut measuring 0.25m in diameter and 
0.15m deep; within a group of small post-holes 

6011 U-shaped cut visible in E side of (5946) 

6012 Dark brown silty soil with some daub fragments 

5946 Suboval pit 0.9m NE-SW x 0.4m 

5945 Dark grey-brown ash, moderately compact 

6062 Dark brown sandy silt 

6033 Suboval cut through natural sand  

6034 Dark silty soil with some daub and 1 x pot sherd 

 5947 Dark brown-grey ashy soily silt with charcoal 
flecks and occasional burnt fragments 

5948 Circular cut 0.3m in diameter 

 5949 Dark brown-grey ashy soily silt with charcoal 
flecks and occasional burnt fragments 

5950 Circular cut 0.3m in diameter 

 5960 Narrow linear slot that contains several small 
clusters of small, upright stone clasts 

 5877 
Double post-hole cut with small upright stones, 
measuring 0.24m and 0.35m in diameter; to NE 
end of T1/2 to NW side of vennel [5273] 

 5878 Small setting of upright stones, NE end of T1/2 to 
NW side of vennel [5273] 

 5404 
Small upright stone clasts most likely form 
packing in small post setting - aligned on E side 
of [5273] (T1/2) 

 5405 
Small upright stone clasts most likely form 
packing in small post setting - aligned on E side 
of [5273] (T1/2) 

 5406 
Small upright stone clasts most likely form 
packing in small post setting - aligned on E side 
of [5273] (T1/2) 

 5407 
Small upright stone clasts most likely form 
packing in small post setting - aligned on E side 
of [5273] (T1/2) 

 6160 Subcircular cut through natural sand measuring 
0.2m x 0.25m 

 5478 
Fill of post-slot includes group of upright 
sandstone packing slabs/stones - relating to 
earlier timber structure below [5209] (T1) 

 5479 Cut for post-setting timber slot below [5209] filled 
with 5478 (T1) 

 5480 Small group of upright stones forms post-setting 
fill (T1) 

 5876 Small setting of upright stones, NE end of T1/2 to 
NW side of vennel [5273] 

 5529 
A narrow slot within pink clay/daub and aligned 
with vennel may be remains of wattle screen or 
fence (T1/2) 
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Block Block Description Phase Context Context Description 
5095 Vennel comprises round cobbles and slabs 

 5232 
Wall comprising large stones may be same as 
[5095] 

7 Structure 3 - Occupation  1 5888 Dark brown-black packed layer of silty soil with 
charcoal fragments and some small stone clasts 

6068 Dark brown soily sand with charcoal flecks 

6066 Dark brown soily sand with charcoal flecks 

6014 Light brown sandy soil   

6016 Pea gravel and sand 

5993 Dark brown-grey soily silt with charcoal fragments 

5943 Dark brown sand with charcoal and clay patches 

5944 Dark brown sand with charcoal   

5996 Dark brown-grey silty soil 

5990 Dark brown-grey soily silt with charcoal fragments 

5910 Mixed brown-yellow sand that abuts (5909) 

 5916 Mixed grey-brown ash layer with charcoal 
fragments 

5969 Blackened silty soil with hardened clay patches 

5027 Midden dump against wall of structure 

5028 Possible floor layer inside structure 

5023 Sandy silt with stones and midden 

5024 Sandy silt with charcoal flecks and midden 

 5253 
Mid-brown sediment under (5230) and over 
(5232) 

 6159 Mid brown sandy soil with charcoal flecks and 
small upright slabs 

 5530 Pale buff to brown ash deposit with charcoal 
flecks - same as 5534? (T1/2) 

 5534 Pale yellow/buff clayey ash deposit with charcoal 
flecks - same as 5466? (T1/2) 

 5466 Dark brown to grey ash with frequent charcoal 
flecks (T1/2) 

5892 Dark grey-black compact clayey loam 

8 Structure 4 - Construction 1 5492 Cut of  linear slot - cut into 5298 - is filled by 5491 
(T2) 

 5491 Fill of linear slot [5492] comprises dark brown 
sediment with shell (T2) 

 5578 
Fill of at least seven post-settings [5577] is brown 
sediment containing ceramics and bone, plus iron 
object (T2) 

 5577 Cuts for at least seven small post settings or pits 
filled by 5578 (T2) 

6092 Large subcircular cut through natural sand 

6098 Large subcircular cut through natural sand 

6131 Subcircular cut through natural sand 

 6055 Small subcircular cut measuring 0.03m diameter 
and 0.06m deep 

6086 Subcircular cut through natural sand 

6090 Large subcircular cut through natural sand 

 5986 Mid brown sandy silt with mixed natural sand and 
large packing stones 

6100 Large subcircular cut through natural sand 

6133 Subcircular cut through natural sand 

6087 Dark brown silty sand 
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 6056 Mid brown sandy soil with frequent charcoal 
fragments 

 6093 Dark brown silty sand with some shell fragments, 
some daub and upright stones 

6091 Dark brown silty sand 

 6101 Dark silty sand with upright packing stone, fish 
bone and some pot sherds 

9 Structure 4 - Occupation  1 6099 Dark silty sand with some charcoal fragments 

6134 Dark brown sandy soil with charcoal flecks 

5984 Subcircular cut through natural sand 

5985 Mid brown soily sand 

5920 Mid brown silty soil 

 6071 Dark brown-grey gravelly, claggy soil with 
occasional patches of clay 

 5918 Occupation horizon with medieval pot sherds and 
some bone, NE end of T2 

10 Structure 5 - Construction 1 5941 Ephemeral cut 0.3m in diameter, 0.14m deep, 
associated with slot [5936] 

 5942 Ephemeral cut 0.3m in diameter, 0.14m deep, 
associated with slot [5936] 

 5936 Shallow slot measuring 2m long NW-SE and 
cutting through natural sand 

5979 Suboval cut through sand in NE end T2 

 6160 Subcircular cut through natural sand measuring 
0.2m x 0.25m 

 6162 Subcircular cut through natural sand measuring 
0.28m in diameter and 0.3m deep 

 6164 Subcircular cut through natural sand measuring 
0.2m in diameter and 0.3m deep 

 6166 
Suboval cut through natural sand and ditch 
[5925]; measures 0.25m x 0.15m and 0.15m 
deep 

 6168 
Suboval cut through natural sand and ditch 
[5925]; measures 0.25m x 0.15m and 0.15m 
deep 

 6170 Suboval cut through natural sand; measures 
0.25m x 0.32m and 0.1m deep 

 6174 Cut for double pit, shallow bowl and oval shaped 
0.4m x 0.25m and 0.15m in diameter 

6161 Mid brown sandy soil with charcoal flecks 

6163 Mid brown soily sand with small upright slabs 

6165 Mid brown sandy soil with charcoal flecks 

6167 Mid brown sandy soil with charcoal flecks 

 6169 Mid brown sandy soil with charcoal flecks; 
contained sheep/goat skull 

6171 Mid brown sandy soil with charcoal flecks 

6173 Mid brown sandy soil with charcoal flecks 

 5517 Cut of linear slot in NE side of Trench 2 may be 
foundation slot/fence alignment (T2) 

5923 2x flat slabs surrounding by small upright stones 

11 Structure 5 - Occupation 1 5927 Pale pink-grey clay with inclusions of small 
pebbles 

5926 Mid brown silty soil with occasional stones 

5929 Mixed buff-grey sandy ash, abuts ditch [5925] 
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Block Block Description Phase Context Context Description 

12 Structure 6 - Construction 1 5972 Suboval/amorphous cut through sand and clay 
layer (5973) to SE end of T2 

5983 Suboval cut through natural sand, E side T2 

 5970 Suboval double post-hole cut through natural 
sand, SE end of T2 

 5971 Brown sandy soil with blackened stain showing 
post-slot 

 5973 Hardened thin layer of pale pink clay, under wind-
blown sand 

 5974 Hardened pad of clay with charcoal fragments, 
0.4m x 0.6m wide 

13 Structure 6 - Occupation  1 5978 Blackened silty soil with hardened clay patches 

5982 Dark brown-black silty soil 

5975 Pea gravel deposit in the middle of T2 

14 Structure 7 - Construction 
1 

5899 
Keyhole-shaped cut in the SE end of T2, cuts 
through ash layer (5534), vennel [5535] and 
(5977) 

 6073 
Mostly rounded small-large cobbles built into clay 
layer (6074) lining the sides of cut [5899] to form 
well structure 

 6074 Pale pink-grey soft clay lining sides of cut [5899] 
to support stonework [6073] for well structure 

15 
Structure 8 - Construction 1 

5502 Rounded cobbles and slabs forming possible 
structure in NW corner of trench (T1) 

6018 Setting of slabs in SE end of T1 extension to NW 

 6021 Compact fill of large rounded stones with a brown 
sandy soil matrix 

6020 Large circular cut through natural sand 

16 Structure 8 - Occupation  1 6019 Yellow-brown-black ash layer surrounding hearth 
[6018] 

17 Structure 9 - Construction 1 5513 Cut of pit or post-hole (T3) 
5514 Fill of pit or post-hole [5513] (T3) 

 5381 
Cut of small post-hole with packing stones - filled 
by 5382 (T3) 

 5382 
Med brown sediment is fill of post-hole [5381] 
(T3) 

5649 Cut of post-hole is filled by 5650 (T3) 

 5650 Fill of post-hole [5649] is dark brown sediment 
with darker brown to black halo (T3) 

5377 Cut of small post-hole - filled by 5378 (T3) 

 5378 
Dark brown sediment is fill of post-hole [5377] 
(T3) 

 5375 
Cut for small post-hole with packing stones - filled 
by 5376 (T3) 

5645 Cut of post-hole is filled by 5646 (T3) 
5646 Fill of [5645] (T3) 
5643 Cut of post-hole is filled by 5644 (T3) 
5644 Fill of [5643] (T3) 

 5383 
Cut of small post-hole with packing stones - filled 
by 5384 (T3) 

 5384 
Med brown sediment is fill of post-hole [5383] 
(T3) 

5379 Cut of small post-hole - filled by 5380 (T3) 

 5380 
Dark brown sediment is fill of post-hole [5379] 
(T3) 

5651 Cut of post-hole is filled by 5652 (T3) 
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 5652 Fill of post-hole [5651] is light brown sediment 
with some stone (T3) 

5657 Cut of post-hole is filled by 5658 (T3) 

 5658 Fill of post-hole [5657] is mid-brown sediment 
(T3) 

5509 Cut in shell midden 5333 (T3) 
5511 Cut of circular pit or post-hole (T3) 
5512 Fill of pit/post-hole [5511] is stony sediment (T3) 

5379 Cut of small post-hole - filled by 5380 (T3) 

 5380 
Dark brown sediment is fill of post-hole [5379] 
(T3) 

6003 Subcircular cut through natural sand 

 6004 Dark brown sandy soil with frequent charcoal 
fragments 

6005 Large subcircular cut through natural sand 

 6006 
Dark brown sandy soil with 2 packing stones; 
contains fish bones, charcoal fragments, green 
glazed pot sherds 

5497 Cut of ditch (T3) 
5498 Fill of ditch [5497] (T3) 

 5495 Secondary cut of ditch in NW corner of Trench 3 
(T3) 

 5496 Fill of secondary cut of ditch [5495] is shell-rich 
sediment (T3) 

5507 Cut of ditch or pit cuts 5333 (T3) 
5508 Fill of [5507] (T3) 
5509 Cut in shell midden 5333 (T3) 
5510 Fill of cut [5509] (T3) 
5536 Silty lower fill of [5507] (T3) 
5675 Fill of shallow cut [5674] (T3)  

 5561 Fill of post-hole [5560] is charcoal-rich sandy silt 
(T3) 

18 Structure 9 - Occupation  1 5516 Orange to pink clay/daub deposit (T3) 

 5515 Gravel spread may form path or vennel access to 
buildings (T3) 

5376 Dark brown sediment with potsherds (T3) 

 5341 
Amorphous spread of pale pink/orange clay or 
daub 

5896 Surface of small cobbles and gravel over clay 

19 Structure 10 - Construction 1 5689 Cut for foundation gully/trench is filled by 5690 
(T3/4) 

 5690 Fill of foundation trench [5689] is med to dark 
brown sandy sediment with some stone (T3/4) 

 5599 Cut of post/stake-hole at W end of trench is filled 
by 5600 (T3) 

5600 Fill of [5599] at W end of trench (T3) 

 5682 
Cut of building foundation trench is intermittent 
and amorphous and is filled by 5683 - same as 
[5547] (T4) 

 5683 Fill of foundation trench [5682] is mid brown 
sandy sediment (T4) 

 5754 Cut of post-hole is 0.22m diameter by 0.25m 
deep (T4) 

 5755 Fill of post-hole 5754 is mid to dark brown 
sediment with charcoal and daub flecks (T4) 
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 5441 Post setting with packing stones may form part of 
partition in building (T4) 

 5575 Cut of post hole in sand deposit filled by 5576 
(T4) 

 5576 Fill of post-hole [5575] is mixed ash/sand 
sediment with charcoal flecks (T4) 

 5547 Drainage gully, pit or foundation slot cut filled by 
5548 (T4) 

 5548 Fill of [5547] is mixed mid brown sediment with 
daub inclusions (T4) 

 5686 Post pad within foundation gully [5547] is a flat 
stone (T4) 

 5843 Shallow cut, located in base of gully; measures 
0.16m in diameter 

 5844 Dark brown sandy soil with some charcoal flecks, 
fish bone  

 5862 Post pad in gully base measures 0.34m x 0.24m 
and 0.05m thick 

 5859 Shallow cut, located in base of gully; measures 
0.28m in diameter and 0.12m deep 

5860 Dark brown sandy soil with charcoal flecks 

 5861 Large stone post pad measuring 0.44m x 0.25m 
and 0.25m deep 

 5853 Shallow cut, located in side of gully; measures 
0.28m in diameter and 0.35m deep 

 5854 Dark brown-black sandy soil with some burnt 
daub fragments and charcoal flecks 

 5855 Subcircular, steep-sided cut measuring 0.34m x 
0.3m and 0.34m deep 

 5856 Dark brown-black sandy soil with some burnt 
daub fragments and charcoal flecks 

 5857 Elongated cut measuring 0.3m x 0.26m and 
0.18m deep; cuts through [5855] 

 5858 Dark brown-black sandy soil with some burnt 
daub fragments and charcoal flecks 

 5735 Cut of post-hole is 0.22m square by 0.22m deep 
(T4) 

 5736 Fill of post-hole 5735 is mid-brown sediment with 
charcoal flecks (T4) 

 5733 Cut of post-hole is 0.20m diameter by 0.20m 
deep (T4) 

 5734 Fill of post-hole 5733 is mid-brown sediment with 
charcoal flecks (T4) 

 5731 Cut of post-hole is 0.20m x 0.16m and 0.18m 
deep, with single packing stone (T4) 

 5732 Fill of post-hole 5731 is mid-brown sediment with 
charcoal flecks (T4) 

 5444 Cut for small post setting to S of paving [5428] 
(T4) 

 5445 Cut for small post setting with packing stones to S 
of paving [5428] (T4) 

 5663 Linear gully slot containing post-holes is filled by 
5664 (T4) 

 5664 Fill of linear gully slot [5663] is mid brown 
sediment with daub and charcoal inclusions (T4) 

 5659 Cut of post-hole with four packing stones is filled 
by 5660 (T4) 

 5660 
Fill of post-hole [5659] includes four packing 
stones and matrix of mid brown sediment with 
ash inclusions (T4) 
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 5555 Cut of post-hole adjacent to wall [5012] is filled by 
5556 (T4) 

 5556 Fill of post-hole [5555] is sandy silt with daub and 
charcoal inclusions (T4) 

 5557 Cut of post-hole adjacent to wall [5012] is filled by 
5558 (T4) 

 5558 Fill of post-hole [5557] is mid brown sandy silt 
with charcoal flecks (T4) 

 5729 Cut of post-hole is 0.18m diameter and 0.18m 
deep (T4) 

 5730 Fill of post-hole 5729 is mid-brown sediment with 
charcoal flecks (T4) 

 5443 Post setting with upright packing stones and daub 
pad base (T4) 

5667 Cut of post-hole/pit is filled with 5668 (T4) 

 5668 Fill of post-hole/pit [5667] is mid brown sediment 
and displaced packing stones (T4) 

5694 Cut of small post-hole is filled by 5695 (T3/4) 
5695 Fill of post-hole [5694] (T3/4) 

 5562 Cut of post-hole adjacent to wall [5012] is filled by 
5563 (T3) 

 5563 Fill of post-hole [5562] is charcoal-rich sandy silt 
(T3) 

 5564 Cut of post-hole adjacent to wall [5012] is filled by 
5565 (T3) 

 5565 Fill of post-hole [5564] is dark brown sandy 
sediment (T3) 

 5566 Cut of post-hole adjacent to wall [5012] is filled by 
5567 (T3) 

 5567 Fill of post-hole [5566] is mixed black and orange 
burnt deposit (T3) 

 5723 Cut of post-hole is steep sided, 0.22m diameter 
and 0.25m deep and filled by 5724 (T3) 

 5724 Fill of post-hole 5723 is mid-brown sediment 
flecked with charcoal (T3) 

 5725 Cut of post-hole is shallow, 0.18m x 0.15m and 
0.20m deep, and filled by 5726 (T3) 

 5726 Fill of post-hole 5725 is mid-brown sediment with 
charcoal flecks (T3) 

 5722 Fill of pit or post-hole is mid-brown sandy 
sediment with charcoal flecks - under 5721 (T4) 

 5741 Cut of post-hole within5682 is 0.24m diameter by 
0.52m deep with steep sides (T4) 

 5742 Fill of post-hole 5741 is mid-brown sediment with 
charcoal flecks (T4) 

5314 Circular cut with fill of hard-packed shell 
5661 Cut of post-hole/pit is filled by 5662 (T4) 

 5662 Fill of post-hole/pit [5661] is charcoal and ash-rich 
dark brown sediment (T4) 

5678 Cut of post-hole is filled by 5679 (T4) 
5679 Fill of post-hole [5678] (T4) 

 5680 Cut of small post-hole is filled by 5681 and cuts 
[5187] (T4) 

 5681 Fill of post-hole [5680] is mid brown silty sediment 
with charcoal flecks (T4) 

5637 Cut of stake-hole is filled by 5638 (T5) 
5638 Fill of [5637] (T5) 
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5639 Cut of stake-hole is filled by 5640 (T5) 
5640 Fill of [5639] (T5) 
5460 Post pad with burnt/vitrified daub/clay base (T3) 

 5447 Cut for small post setting with upright packing 
stones (T3) 

5379 Cut of small post-hole - filled by 5380 (T3) 

 5380 
Dark brown sediment is fill of post-hole [5379] 
(T3) 

 5584 Mottled daub and sandy sediment with charcoal 
flecks in possible foundation (T4)  

 5753 Flat sandstone post-pad is 0.25 x 0.26m by 
0.12m deep (T4) 

 5727 Cut of post-hole is shallow, 0.12m deep, with 
angled sides (T3) 

 5728 Fill of post-hole 5727 is mid-brown sediment with 
charcoal flecks (T3) 

 5729 Cut of post-hole is 0.18m diameter and 0.18m 
deep (T4) 

 5730 Fill of post-hole 5729 is mid-brown sediment with 
charcoal flecks (T4) 

 5737 Cut of post-hole is 0.22m x 0.18m and 0.18m 
deep (T4) 

 5738 Fill of post-hole 5737 is mid-brown sediment with 
small stones in matrix (T4) 

 5739 Cut of post-hole is 0.18m diameter and 0.16m 
deep with steep sides (T4) 

 5740 Fill of post-hole 5739 is mid-brown sediment with 
charcoal flecks (T4) 

5194 Cut of three small stake-holes near hearth [5185] 

5195 Fill of stake holes (5194) 

 5672 
Area of compacted clay/daub with sand 
inclusions and some rounded stone is old 
surface/vennel (T4) 

5179 Possible edge to cobbled vennel 

5133 Medieval vennel 
20 Structure 10- Occupation  1 5185 Hearth within medieval structure 

 5671 Hearth setting comprises area of heat affected 
stone slabs and sand and ash deposits (T3) 

 5654 Mixed ash deposit with black halo is hearth 
deposit (T3) 

5144 Occupation/floor deposits with midden 

5140 Ash midden 

 5648 Lower fill of possible gully [5522] comprises ash 
and shell (T5) 

5131 Redeposited ash midden overlies wall [5133] 

21 Structure 11 - Construction 1 5689 Cut for foundation gully/trench is filled by 5690 
(T3/4) 

 5690 Fill of foundation trench [5689] is med to dark 
brown sandy sediment with some stone (T3/4) 

 5861 Large stone post pad measuring 0.44m x 0.25m 
and 0.25m deep 

 5687 Cut for foundation gully/trench is filled by 5688 
(T3/4) 

 5688 Fill of foundation trench [ 5687] is mid brown 
sandy sediment with some stone (T3/4) 

 5829 Subcircular cut measuring 0.28m in diameter and 
0.34m deep 
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 5830 Dark brown sandy soil with clay daub and 
charcoal flecks 

 5762 Cut of post-hole is steep sided and 0.20m 
diameter by 0.20m deep (T5) 

 5763 Fill of post-hole 5762 is mid-brown sediment with 
charcoal flecks (T5) 

 5764 Cut of post-hole is steep sided and 0.18m 
diameter by 0.25m deep (T5) 

 5765 Fill of posthole 5764 is mid to dark brown 
sediment with charcoal flecks (T5) 

 5831 Subcircular cut measuring 0.28m in diameter and 
0.34m deep, visible in trench baulk 

 5832 Dark brown sandy soil with some shell fragments 
and charcoal flecks 

 5833 Subcircular cut measuring 0.26m in diameter, 
visible in trench baulk, not excavated 

 5834 Dark brown sandy soil with some charcoal, bone 
and shell fragments 

 5835 Shallow cut with stone fill, located in base of 
gully; measures 0.28m in diameter 

 5836 Dark brown sandy soil with some charcoal flecks, 
fish bone, stone and shell fragments 

 5837 Shallow cut, located in base of gully; measures 
0.26m in diameter 

 5838 Dark brown sandy soil with some charcoal flecks, 
fish bone, stone and shell fragments 

 5839 Shallow cut, located to S of gully; measures 
0.18m in diameter 

 5840 Mid brown sandy soil with clay daub and charcoal 
flecks 

 5841 Shallow cut, located in base of gully; measures 
0.18m in diameter 

 5842 Dark brown sandy soil with some charcoal flecks, 
fish bone and shell fragments 

 5845 Subcircular cut measuring 0.24m in diameter with 
2x packing stones 

 5846 Light brown sandy soil with some charcoal flecks, 
fish bone  

 5843 Shallow cut, located in base of gully; measures 
0.16m in diameter 

 5844 Dark brown sandy soil with some charcoal flecks, 
fish bone  

 5847 Shallow cut, located in base of gully; measures 
0.25m in diameter 

 5848 Light brown sandy soil with some charcoal flecks, 
fish bone  

 5849 Suboval cut measuring 0.24m x 0.18m and 0.32m 
deep 

5850 Dark brown sandy soil with some charcoal flecks 

 5851 Subcircular cut measuring 0.28m in diameter and 
0.34m deep; located to SE side of gully cut 

 5852 Dark brown sandy soil with some small stones 
and charcoal flecks 

 5753 Flat sandstone post-pad is 0.25 x 0.26m by 
0.12m deep (T4) 

 5865 Subcircular cut, located in side of gully; measures 
0.2m in diameter and 0.26m deep 

 5866 Mid-dark brown sandy soil with fragments of burnt 
daub and charcoal flecks 
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 5743 Cut of post-hole is 0.14m diameter by 0.23m 
deep (T4) 

 5744 Fill of post-hole 5743 is mid-brown sediment with 
charcoal flecks (T4) 

 5745 Cut of post-hole is 0.28m x 0.20m by 0.30m 
deep, with steep sides (T4) 

 5746 Fill of post-hole 5745 is mid-brown sediment with 
small stones and charcoal flecks (T4) 

 5684 Cut of building foundation trench (west gable) is 
filled by 5685 and is same as [5547] (T4) 

 5691 Fill in base of gully [5542] is compacted small 
stone and shell (T3/4/5) 

 5689 Cut for foundation gully/trench is filled by 5690 
(T3/4) 

 5263 
Cut of ditch feature cuts through upper ash 
deposit (5128) - same as [5138] 

 5716 Cuts for two small stake-holes are filled by 5717 
(T5) 

 5717 Fill of two small stake-holes [5716] is burnt wood 
(T5) 

 5459 Alignment of three stake-holes running NNE-
SSW forming possible fence line (T5) 

 5718 Cuts for three small stake-holes are filled by 5719 
(T5) 

 5719 Fill of three small stake-holes [5718] is dark 
brown sandy sediment (T5) 

5633 Cut of stake-hole is filled by 5634 (T5) 
5634 Fill of [5633] (T5) 
5635 Cut of stake-hole is filled by 5636 (T5) 
5636 Fill of [5635] (T5) 
5631 Cut of stake-hole is filled by 5632 (T5) 
5632 Fill of [5631] (T5) 
5625 Cut of post/stake-hole is filled by 5626 (T4/5) 
5626 Fill of [5625] (T4/5) 
5627 Cut of post/stake-hole is filled by 5628 (T4/5) 
5628 Fill of [5627] (T4/5) 
5629 Cut of post/stake-hole is filled by 5630 (T4/5) 
5630 Fill of [5629] (T4/5) 
5641 Cut of stake-hole is filled by 5642 (T5) 
5642 Fill of [5641] (T5) 

 5704 Cut for building foundation gully/slot is filled by 
5705 (T5) 

5647 Cut of plough furrow (T5) 

 5648 Lower fill of possible gully [5522] comprises ash 
and shell (T5) 

 5603 Lower fill of gully/cut [5522] is shell-rich sandy 
sediment (T5) 

 5270 
Lower fill of ditch [5263] is mid-brown sandy 
sediment with some midden 

5685 Fill of building foundation trench [5684] (T4) 

 5690 Fill of foundation trench [5689] is med to dark 
brown sandy sediment with some stone (T3/4) 

22 Structure 11 - Occupation  1 5653 Cobbles in base of drain [5522] (T5) 

5139 Vennel surface or floor in building/working area 
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5317 Possible stone wall adjoining (5316) 

 5248 
Area of well-laid large paving slabs to N of wall 
[5243] and [5012] 

 5282 
Compacted and crushed shell midden deposit to 
S of cobbled surface [5139] 

5280 Crushed shellfish midden 

23 
Structure 12 - Construction 1 

5825 Subcircular cut measuring 0.27m in diameter; 
visible in trench baulk, not excavated 

5826 Mid-dark brown sandy soil with large stone clasts 

 5823 Subcircular, steep sided cut measuring 0.3m in 
diameter and 0.32m deep 

5824 Mid brown sandy soil with rare charcoal flecks 

 5827 Elongated cut measuring 0.44m x 0.28m and 
0.28m deep 

 5828 Mid brown sandy soil with occasional charcoal 
flecks 

5768 Curvilinear cut is 0.27m wide by 0.22m deep (T4) 

 5769 
Fill of gully cut 5768 is mid to dark brown 
sediment with small stones and charcoal flecks 
(T4) 

 5810 Subcircular cut measuring 0.2m in diameter and 
0.28m deep 

5811 Mid-dark brown sandy soil with charcoal flecks 

 5808 Subcircular cut measuring 0.28m x 0.18m and 
0.3m deep 

 5809 Dark brown sandy soil with clay daub and 
charcoal flecks 

 5806 Subcircular cut measuring 0.16m in diameter and 
0.25m deep 

5807 Mid-dark brown sandy soil with charcoal flecks 

 5804 Subcircular cut measuring 0.18m in diameter and 
0.28m deep 

5805 Mid-dark brown sandy soil with charcoal flecks 

 5802 Amorphous cut measuring 0.38m x 0.24m and 
0.28m deep 

 5803 Mid brown sandy soil with charcoal flecks and 
orange ash patches 

 5766 Cut of gully slot is shallow, 0.26m wide by 0.070m 
deep (T4) 

 5767 Fill of gully slot 5766 is mid-brown sediment with 
odd charcoal flecks (T4) 

 5778 Cut is square shaped 0.28m x 0.24m and 0.32m 
deep 

5779 Dark brown soil with charcoal flecks 

 5721 Fill of pit or post-hole is mixed charcoal-rich 
deposit with daub flecks (T4) 

 5867 Rectangular cut measuring 0.58m NW-SE x 0.3m 
and 0.4m deep 

 5868 Dark brown sandy soil with fragments of ceramic 
and charcoal flecks 

 5796 Suboval cut measuring 0.24m x 0.16m and 0.28m 
deep 

 5797 Mid brown sandy soil with clay daub and charcoal 
flecks 

 5760 Primary cut of post-hole is 0.30m diameter by 
0.35m deep (T4) 

 5761 Fill of cut 5760 is dark brown sediment with 
charcoal flecks (T4) 

 5758 Secondary cut of post-hole with packing stones is 
0.20m diameter by 0.3m deep (T4)  
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 5759 Fill of post-hole 5758 is mid-brown sediment with 
charcoal and daub flecks (T4) 

 5751 Cut of possible post-hole is amorphous-shaped 
and disturbed by animal burrow (T4) 

 5752 Fill of possible post-hole 5751 is mid to dark 
brown sediment with displaced packing stones 

 5749 Cut of post-hole is 0.16m square by 0.18m deep 
(T4) 

 5750 Fill of post-hole  5749 is mid-brown sediment with 
charcoal flecks (T4) 

 5747 Cut of post-hole is 0.18m x 0.14m squared by 
0.20m deep (T4) 

 5748 Fill of post-hole 5747 is mid-brown sediment with 
charcoal flecks (T4) 

 5601 Cut of post-hole at W end of trench is filled by 
5602 (T3) 

5602 Fill of [5601] at W end of trench (T3) 

 5756 Cut of post-hole is 0.18m square by 0.08m deep 
and is shallow (T4) 

 5757 Fill of post-hole 5756 is mid-brown sediment with 
charcoal flecks (T4) 

 5794 Subrectangular cut measuring 0.22m x 0.14m 
and 0.3m deep 

5795 Mid-dark brown sandy soil with charcoal flecks 

 5792 Subcircular cut measuring 0.14m in diameter and 
0.25m deep 

 5793 Dark brown sandy soil with clay daub and 
charcoal flecks 

 5774 Cut of post-hole is 0.18m x 016m by 0.34m deep 
(T4) 

 5775 Fill of post-hole 5774 is dark brown sandy 
sediment with charcoal and daub flecks (T4) 

 5772 Upper post-hole cut is 0.4m x 0.22m by 0.15m 
deep (T4) 

 5773 Fill of upper cut of post-hole 5772 is mid to dark 
brown sandy sediment with charcoal flecks (T4) 

 5770 Cut of post-hole is steep sided and 0.24m 
diameter by 0.30m deep (T4) 

 5771 Fill of post-hole 5770 is dark brown sandy 
sediment with charcoal flecks (T4) 

 5776 Cut of post-hole is 0.42m x 0.25m by 0.28m deep 
(T4) 

 5777 Fill of post-hole 5776 is dark brown sandy 
sediment with occasional charcoal flecks (T4) 

 5782 Subcircular cut measuring 0.28m in diameter and 
0.28m deep 

5783 Dark brown sandy soil with charcoal flecks 

 5780 Amorphous cut measuring 0.6m x 0.48m and 
0.35m deep 

5781 Mid-dark brown sandy soil with charcoal flecks 

 5784 Subcircular cut measuring 0.2m in diameter and 
0.32m deep 

 5785 Dark brown sandy soil with occasional charcoal 
flecks 

 5786 Subcircular cut measuring 0.25m in diameter and 
0.28m deep 

5787 Mid-dark brown sandy soil with charcoal flecks 

 5788 Subcircular cut measuring 0.23m in diameter and 
0.25m deep 
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 5789 Mid-dark brown sandy soil with clay daub and 
charcoal flecks 

 5790 Subcircular cut measuring 0.22m in diameter and 
0.3m deep 

5791 Dark brown sandy soil with charcoal flecks 

 5863 Shallow cut, located in side of gully; measures 
0.2m in diameter and 0.28m deep 

 5864 Mid-dark brown sandy soil with fragments of burnt 
daub and charcoal flecks 

24 Structure 12 - Occupation  1 5822 Area of well laid flat slabs bounded by cut [5768] 

 5180 
Brown early soil horizon containing midden 
lenses 

 5720 Buff ash deposit containing fish bone under 5711 
and same as 5463? (T4) 

5131 Redeposited ash midden overlies wall [5133] 

25a Structure 13 - Construction 2 5477 
Cut of oval pit/post-hole below NW corner of 
building [5209] - predates this structure and 
relates to earlier timber building? (T1) 

6026 Subcircular cut through natural sand 

6027 Dark-mid brown soil with charcoal flecks 

 5965 Small cluster of upright stones at NE end of T1 to 
NW of [5964] and under hearth [5432] 

 6121 Subcircular cut through natural sand measuring 
0.38m x 0.3m; flat base with vertical sides 

6122 Mid brown sandy soil with packing stones 

6119 Subcircular cut through natural sand 

6117 Suboval cut through natural sand 

 6118 Mid brown sandy soil with charcoal flecks and 
clay patches 

 6120 Dark brown sandy soil with charcoal flecks and 
possible packing stones 

6127 Subcircular cut through natural sand 

 6128 Dark brown sandy soil with ash patches and 
charcoal flecks 

 6113 Mixed brown sandy soil with burnt daub 
fragments and 1x small pot sherd 

 6114 Mid brown sandy soil with a packing stone, fill of 
a subcircular cut in natural sand 

5931 Suboval cut through sand at NE end of T1 

 5932 Dark brown ashy soil with some stones, uprights 
on the NE side 

 6104 Large subrectangular cut 0.6 diameter and 0.2m 
deep, cut through natural sand 

 6105 
Dark silty sand with charcoal flecks and larger 
fragments; secondary post-hole cut 0.2m in 
diameter/0.4m deep is visible in fill 

 6102 Small subcircular cut 0.18 diameter and 0.42m 
deep, cut through natural sand 

 6103 Dark brown charcoal-rich silty sand with pot 
sherds 

6028 Subcircular cut through natural sand 

6029 Dark-mid brown soil with charcoal flecks 

 5966 Cluster of small, subcircular cuts, some with small 
upright stones, in NE end of T1, related to [5965] 

 5967 Dark brown-black soily silt with charcoal 
fragments 
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 5968 Small suboval cut to NW side of [5931] in NE end 
of T1 

 5871 Small setting of upright stones in SE corner of T1, 
cuts through (5469) 

 5875 
Mostly linear alignment of large slabs underlying 
vennel [5224], cut by [5505]; gravel layer (5475) 
runs up to this 

 5325 
Oval cut filled with boulders and loose silty 
sediment overlying natural sand in [5209] 

 5326 
Fill of oval cut (5325) comprises dark silty 
sediment and rounded stones 

5426 Fill of sub-oval pit (5427) (T1) 
5427 Cut of sub-oval pit filled by 5426/5559 (T1) 

 5540 Possible pit fill of [5541] is mid to dark brown 
sediment - cut through 5531 (T1) 

 5541 Possible pit cut through 5531 is filled by 5540 
(T1) 

 5559 Lower pit fill of [5427] comprises pale brown to 
buff ash flecked with charcoal (T1) 

 5905 
Linear cut to SE side of vennel slabs [5525]; ditch 
cut identified in Sondage 8 and aligns with cut in 
T1 SE extension; 

 5907 Mid brown-pale orange, compact sandy ash on 
same horizon as (5897); cut by [5905] 

5964 Suboval cut at NE end of T1 

 6024 Charcoal-rich black-mid orange ash layer, approx 
0.7m diameter 

 5428 Charcoal-rich fill of post setting [5429] contains 
packing stones (burnt) (T1) 

5429 Cut for post-setting [5428] (T1) 

25b Structure 13 - Occupation  2 6146 Quern with central perforation, under [6140] 
quern, over [6139] quern 

 6140 Quern stone laid horizontally, reused as hearth 
setting 

 6142 Sandstone quern with central perforation, burnt 
layer around edges 

 5537 Orange to brown ash deposit with charcoal flecks 
(T1) 

 5872 Dark grey-black silt, NE end T2 within area 
defined by [5209] 

 5873 Dark brown-grey silty soil with frequent small 
stone cobbles and clasts 

 5904 Grey compact ash layer with frequent charcoal 
fragments 

 5432 Hardened and compacted orange clay with 
blackened surround is hearth setting (T1) 

 5531 Mixed mid to dark brown ash/silt with some shell 
and charcoal inclusions (T1) 

 5583 Mid to dark brown clayey silt between ash layers 
at S end of trench under road (T1) 

5874 Mid brown sandy silt   

 5887 Mid brown sandy soil with mixture of animal bone, 
shell fragments, medieval ceramics 

5963 Mixed light brown-orange pea gravelly sand 

 5388 
Compact ash deposit with charcoal flecks 
predates building [5209] (T1) 

 5903 Clay patch with gravel on the same horizon as 
(5902) 
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 5902 Mixed black-orange-buff silty ash layer with 
charcoal lumps and medieval pot sherds 

5901 Pale yellow silty ash at NE end of T1 

5900 Mottled ashy clay layer containing burnt grain 

 5879 Heat-affected mid orange clay with intense 
charcoal fragments 

 5418 
Mid brown to yellow sandy sediment with 
charcoal flecks predates [5209] - burning event 
(T1) 

 5221 
Dark brown/black compact sediment with 
charcoal and fired clay patches 

 5518 Fill of linear feature [5517] is clay/daub deposit 
with some burnt material (T2) 

26 
Structure 13 - Burning Event 2 

5902 Mixed black-orange-buff silty ash layer with 
charcoal lumps and medieval pot sherds 

5901 Pale yellow silty ash at NE end of T1 

5900 Mottled ashy clay layer containing burnt grain 

 5879 Heat-affected mid orange clay with intense 
charcoal fragments 

 5418 
Mid brown to yellow sandy sediment with 
charcoal flecks predates [5209] - burning event 
(T1) 

 5221 
Dark brown/black compact sediment with 
charcoal and fired clay patches 

 5518 Fill of linear feature [5517] is clay/daub deposit 
with some burnt material (T2) 

 5528 Ash layer with intense orange burnt clay and 
frequent charcoal - burning event? (T1/2) 

5532 Blackened sandy silt relates to burning event (T1) 

 5533 Intense burnt deposit comprising bright orange 
and black ash to S of 5432 - related (T1) 

 5542 Fill of burnt post comprises circular patch of 
charcoal-rich sediment - post [5543] (T1) 

5543 Cut of post-hole with burnt deposit 5542 (T1) 

 5582 Spread of burnt material relating to burning event 
(T1) 

 5419 Bright orange ashy silt over pink clay/daub with 
stone surround may be post setting (burnt?) (T1) 

 5434 Lenses of orange and pink ash and blackened 
charcoal-rich silt (same as 5419?) (T1) 

27 Structure 14 - Construction 2 5676 Cut of pit is filled by 5677 (T2) 
5677 Fill of pit [5676] (T2) 

 5529 
A narrow slot within pink clay/daub and aligned 
with vennel may be remains of wattle screen or 
fence (T1/2) 

 5884 Narrow linear slot parallel to [5883], filled by clay 
deposit (5882) 

 5572 Cut is fairly straight and almost vertical - same as 
5230? (T1/2) 

5573 Dark brown to grey gritty sediment (T1/2) 

 5574 
Fill of post-hole under wall [5363] is pale buff ash 
with charcoal flecks with clay pad depression in 
centre (T1/2) 

 5356 
Mid brown sediment with small stone fragments 
(T1/2) 

 5470 Wall or feature related to [5414] comprises 
alignment of large boulders (T1) 
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 5880 
Ephemeral setting of medium rounded cobbles 
and small slabs within a daub base forming 
remains of probable wall base 

 5881 Ephemeral setting of small stones/daub forming 
possible post setting 

 5891 
Sloped setting for a kerb / surface of large 
cobbles and clast angled downward against the 
SE side of wall [5363]; measures 1.4m long 

28 Structure 14 - Occupation  2 5895 Small setting of heat-cracked slabs, underlies and 
predates [5362] 

 5911 Black silty soil, possibly containing grain or other 
organic material 

 5914 Dark brown-black silty ash layer with some 
charcoal fragments 

5937 Mid pink-brown sand with small clay patches 

 5289 
Compact orange/brown clay and gravel S of 
[5226] in [5209] 

 5913 Close-fitting circular cut into which [5912] slab is 
set 

 5912 Large circular slab, cracked into large fragments 
by heat affects, with central perforation 

 5410 
Slab setting/paving under clay spread 5409 to E 
of [5220] (T1/2) 

5025 Grey sandy silt/ash with midden 

 5882 Spread of pale pink clay with gravel and small 
stone inclusions 

 5393 
Compact hardened floor surface of black to dark 
brown clay (T1/2) 

 5354 
Cobbled surface forms part of Thief's Row, with 
kerb to side (T1/2) 

 5544 Dark brown silty and with pea gravel into which 
stones [5535] have been set (T1/2) 

 5177 
Compact sandy soil with some shell - early soil 
horizon 

 5255 
Mid-brown/orange sediment between [5232] and 
[5236] under (5230) 

 5256 
Dark brown/black silty sediment with shell midden 
and some charcoal 

 5319 
Brown/orange ash with charcoal patches and 
shell deposits - midden 

 5395 
Layer of infill in [5226] comprises fine buff-
coloured ash (T2) 

5400 Dark black to brown sediment within [5226] (T2) 

 5403 
A daub lens at N end of Trench 2 overlying shell 
midden deposit 5297 (T2) 

 5412 
Dark brown sediment with small stones in N end 
of Trench 2 (T2) 

 5238 
Dark brown/grey silty sediment with some animal 
bone  under [5210] 

 5355 
Compact pale orange to pink clay/daub from 
building collapse (T1/2) 

 5221 
Dark brown/black compact sediment with 
charcoal and fired clay patches 

 5525 Orange heavily burnt clay/daub - hardened - 
under 5449 (T1/2) 

 5202 
Mid-brown to orange compact clay within wall 
[5095] and under [5025] 

29 Structure 14 - Burning Event 2 5221 
Dark brown/black compact sediment with 
charcoal and fired clay patches 

 5525 Orange heavily burnt clay/daub - hardened - 
under 5449 (T1/2) 

 5202 
Mid-brown to orange compact clay within wall 
[5095] and under [5025] 



Cromarty Medieval Burgh Community Archaeology Project 2014-2016 
Data Structure Report on the 2015-16 Fieldwork Seasons 

‐ 143 ‐ 

Block Block Description Phase Context Context Description 
5230 Mid-brown/orange sediment overlying structure 

 5231 
Mid-brown/orange clay overlying structure [5232] 
and under (5230) 

30 Structure 4 - Burning Event 2 5918 
Mid orange burnt clay layer with frequent 
charcoal fragments, medieval pot sherds and 
some bone, NE end of T2 

 5919 Black silt with intense burnt wattle/daub timbers; 
occasional patches of bright yellow-orange sand 

31 Structure 5 - Burning Event 2 5921 
Mid orange burnt clay layer with frequent 
charcoal fragments and lumps of pale pink clay 
and medieval pot, NE end of T2 

 5922 Mid brown sand with some patches of clay and 
burning 

32 Structure 6 - Burning Event 2 5924 Mid orange burnt clay with some charcoal 
fragments 

33 Structure 15 - Construction 2 5606 Stone door stop/threshold for structure (T6) 
5448 Stone paved vennel (T6) 

 5482 Possible vennel at N end of Trench 6 comprises 
area of slabs and stones (T6) 

5485 Brown clay daub underlying vennel [5482] (T6) 

 5359 
Ashy spreads at base of 5358 is same as 5348 
(T6) 

 5669 Sand layer with shell inclusions in SE quad area 
7 (T6) 

34 Structure 15 - Occupation  2 5483 Matrix between stones of vennel [5482] 
comprises mid brown sediment (T6)  

5041 Early occupation deposits/layer T6 

5029 Early occupation deposits/layer T6 

 5452 Dark brown sandy silt below 5348, forming matrix 
between vennel slabs [5448] (T6) 

5524 Dark brown sediment under 5449 (T6) 

 5348 
Compact grey ash with frequent charcoal - same 
as 5359 and 5134? (T6) 

5454 Mid to light yellow/brown sediment (T6) 

 5451 Buff to grey ash with charcoal flecks - possibly 
same as 5348 (T6) 

5036 Midden/occupation deposit T6 

 5267 
Mid-brown/grey silty ash with charcoal fragments 
under (5258) 

5038 Ash layer with midden T6 
5456 Burnt red clay/daub surface (T6) 

35 Structure 15 - Burning Event 2 5456 Burnt red clay/daub surface (T6) 

36 
Associated Structures and Deposits - 
North of Thief's Row - Construction 

2 5976 Suboval cut, through (5929), 1m x 0.6m across 

5273 Large rounded stones and flat slabs is vennel 
6025 Patch of mixed gravel-ash fill 

 5535 
Large stones/cobbles form surface of vennel on N 
side of Thief's Row - abutting front of medieval 
houses 

5465 Alignment of stones forms building wall (T1/2) 

 5977 Pea gravel surface at S corner T2, surround and 
underlies vennel [5535] 

 5232 
Vennel comprising large stones may be same as 
[5273] 

 5981 Small upright stones within a compact base of 
heat-affected clay 
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37 Associated Structures and Deposits - 
North of Thief's Row - Occupation 
Deposits 

2 5926 Mid brown silty soil with occasional stones 

 5925 Wide U-profile ditch visible as cut in sand below 
burning event; 1m wide, surviving 0.2-0.3m deep 

 5430 Matrix of vennels [5273] and [5275] is gravelly 
sand deposit (T1/2) 

 5425 
Mixed brown sediment between W wall of 
building [5226] and vennel contains ash, charcoal 
and pottery (T2) 

38 Associated Structures and Deposits - 
North of Thief's Row - Burning Event 

2 5396 Bright orange compact ash deposit under [5226] 
(T2) 

 5423 Burnt deposits within [5226] may be same as 
5298? (T2) 

 5288 
Bright orange clay-rich deposit between [5226] 
and [5115] 

 5298 
Bright orange gravelly material under (5218) and 
(5290) in possible areas of robbing 

5169 Grey silty soil with burnt daub/charcoal 

 5425 
Mixed brown sediment between W wall of 
building [5226] and vennel contains ash, charcoal 
and pottery (T2) 

5538 Orange to brown vibrant ash deposit (T2) 

39 Structure 16 - Construction 2 5438 Cut for small post-hole in alignment with [5437] 
(T4) 

 5601 Cut of post-hole at W end of trench is filled by 
5602 (T3) 

5602 Fill of [5601] at W end of trench (T3) 

 5599 Cut of post/stake-hole at W end of trench is filled 
by 5600 (T3) 

5600 Fill of [5599] at W end of trench (T3) 

 5437 Post-pad comprising small upright stones and 
compact burnt daub (T4) 

 5442 Possible timber foundation slot with upright 
packing stones (T4) 

 5441 Post setting with packing stones may form part of 
partition in building (T4) 

 5686 Post pad within foundation gully [5547] is a flat 
stone (T4) 

 5445 Cut for small post setting with packing stones to S 
of paving [5428] (T4) 

 5444 Cut for small post setting to S of paving [5428] 
(T4) 

 5663 Linear gully slot containing post-holes is filled by 
5664 (T4) 

 5664 Fill of linear gully slot [5663] is mid brown 
sediment with daub and charcoal inclusions (T4) 

 5555 Cut of post-hole adjacent to wall [5012] is filled by 
5556 (T4) 

 5556 Fill of post-hole [5555] is sandy silt with daub and 
charcoal inclusions (T4) 

 5557 Cut of post-hole adjacent to wall [5012] is filled by 
5558 (T4) 

 5558 Fill of post-hole [5557] is mid brown sandy silt 
with charcoal flecks (T4) 

 5443 Post setting with upright packing stones and daub 
pad base (T4) 

 5444 Cut for small post setting to S of paving [5428] 
(T4) 
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5667 Cut of post-hole/pit is filled with 5668 (T4) 

 5668 Fill of post-hole/pit [5667] is mid brown sediment 
and displaced packing stones (T4) 

5665 Cut of small post-hole is filled by 5666 (T4) 

 5666 Fill of small post-hole [ 5665] is mid brown sandy 
sediment with daub and charcoal inclusions (T4) 

 5659 Cut of post-hole with four packing stones is filled 
by 5660 (T4) 

 5660 
Fill of post-hole [5659] includes four packing 
stones and matrix of mid brown sediment with 
ash inclusions (T4) 

 5562 Cut of post-hole adjacent to wall [5012] is filled by 
5563 (T3) 

 5563 Fill of post-hole [5562] is charcoal-rich sandy silt 
(T3) 

 5564 Cut of post-hole adjacent to wall [5012] is filled by 
5565 (T3) 

 5565 Fill of post-hole [5564] is dark brown sandy 
sediment (T3) 

 5566 Cut of post-hole adjacent to wall [5012] is filled by 
5567 (T3) 

 5567 Fill of post-hole [5566] is mixed black and orange 
burnt deposit (T3) 

 5570 Cuts for three small stake holes at W end of 
building are filled by 5571 (T3) 

 5571 Fill of stake-holes [5570] is black charcoal-rich 
deposit (T3) 

 5568 Cut of post-hole at W end of building is filled by 
5569 (T3) 

 5569 Fill of post-hole [5568] is charcoal-rich sandy silt 
and ash (T3) 

5460 Post pad with burnt/vitrified daub/clay base (T3) 

 5586 Cut of post/stake-hole at W end of trench filled by 
5587 (T3) 

 5587 Fill of [5586] is mixed brown to sandy sediment 
(T3) 

 5447 Cut for small post setting with upright packing 
stones (T3) 

5694 Cut of small post-hole is filled by 5695 (T3/4) 
5695 Fill of post-hole [5694] (T3/4) 

 5696 Cut for three small stake-holes filled with 5697 
(T3/4) may have formed fence-line (T3/4) 

 5697 Fill of three small stake-holes [5696] is black 
charcoal-rich deposit (T3/4) 

5667 Cut of post-hole/pit is filled with 5668 (T4) 

 5668 Fill of post-hole/pit [5667] is mid brown sediment 
and displaced packing stones (T4) 

 5143 
Ash deposits associated with hearth to S of wall 
[5012] 

5187 Steep-sided pit or post-hole 

5188 Fill of pit/post-hole (5187) 

 5347 
Circular clay work surface next to smithing 
hearth/anvil (T4) 

 5589 Cut of post-hole at W end of trench is filled by 
5590 (T3) 

5590 Fill of [5589] is mixed brown sandy sediment (T3) 

 5591 Post/stake-hole at W end of trench is filled by 
5592 (T3) 
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5592 Fill of [5591] at W end of trench (T3) 

 5593 Post/stake-hole at W end of trench is filled by 
5594 (T3) 

5594 Fill of [5593] at W end of trench (T3) 

 5595 Cut of post/stake-hole at W end of trench filled by 
5596 (T3) 

5596 Fill of [5595] at W end of trench (T3) 

 5597 Cut of post/stake-hole at W end of trench is filled 
by 5598 (T3) 

5598 Fill of [5597] at W end of trench (T3) 

5385 Cut of small post-hole - filled by 5386 (T3) 

5386 Cobbled stone fill of post-hole [5385] (T3) 
5674 Shallow oval cut near wall [5012] (T3) 
5422 Cut for post-hole with shell-rich fill 5416/5417 (T4) 

 5320 
Upright-set stones with iron deposit inside may be 
small smithing hearth 

 5439 Cut for small post-hole in alignment with [5437] 
(T4) 

 5440 Alignment of four stake-holes forming possible 
screen inside building (T4) 

 5441 Post setting with packing stones may form part of 
partition in building (T4) 

5392 Cut of post-hole with blackened/burnt fill (T4) 

 5671 Hearth setting comprises area of heat affected 
stone slabs and sand and ash deposits (T3) 

5133 Cobbled vennel 

5179 Possible edge to cobbled vennel 

5012 Double faced stone wall  

5013 Core of wall [5012] 

5015 Possible cruck slot in wall [5012] 
40 Structure 16 - Occupation 2 5313 Stones forming a possible boat-shaped setting 

 5446 Patches of buff to grey ash mottled with charcoal 
(T3) 

5186 Rake-outs from hearth or burning event 

 5240 
Buff-coloured silty ash deposit with charcoal and 
fish bone 

5130 Daub/clay surface deposit 

 5453 Lens of mussel and winkle shells between ashy 
deposits (T4) 

 5416 
Mixed sandy sediment with small stone clasts 
(T4) 

 5417 Crushed mussel shell lens in top of cut [5314] 
(T4) 

 5523 Fill of post-hole [5444] comprises sandy brown 
sediment (T4) 

 5546 Small area of fine cobbled surface may be 
remnants of vennel (T4) 

 5248 
Area of well-laid large paving slabs to N of wall 
[5243] and [5012] 

 5132 
Midden deposits abuts tumbled wall [5012] and 
overlies wall [5133] 

5312 Dark sandy sediment under paving [5248] 

 5311 
Compact layer of daub/clay forming a possible 
floor horizon 

 5435 Collapsed daub and small stone clasts from wall 
structure (T4) 

5433 Rubble spread under 5123 and over 5131 (T4) 
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5018 Ash/surface deposit 

5123 Shell midden deposit 

5135 Shell midden 

5181 Buff ash deposit with some midden content 

5126 Sandy ash layer with midden 

5129 Mixed buff-grey ash layer with midden 

5134 Ash midden 

 5360 

Pink to red clay/daub with angular stone clasts is 
collapsed wall core [5012] (T3) 

 5389 
Light brown sandy sediment overlying shell 
deposit (T3) 

 5655 Grey mottled ash under burnt daub 5461 may be 
heat affected (T3) 

5656 Mid-brown silty soil lens interleaved in 5655 (T3) 

5011 Ash deposit - overlies lower part of wall [5012] 

5014 Midden lens partially extending over wall [5012] 

41 Structure 16 - Burning Event 2 5655 Grey mottled ash under burnt daub 5461 may be 
heat affected (T3) 

5656 Mid-brown silty soil lens interleaved in 5655 (T3) 

 5588 Charcoal-rich deposit at W end of trench may 
relate to burning event (T3) 

 5461 Burnt daub deposit - possibly from destruction of 
building wall? (T3) 

 5390 
Light brown sediment  with burnt inclusions and 
shell fragments (T3) 

5321 Black ashy sediment relating to burning event? 
42 Structure 17 - Construction 2 5701 Cut for small post-hole is filled by 5702 (T4) 

 5702 Fill of post-hole [5701] is daub-rich sandy 
sediment (T4) 

 5553 Cut of post-hole at SE end of building is filled by 
5554 (T4) 

 5554 Fill of post-hole [5553] is mixed sandy sediment 
with charcoal flecks (T4) 

5621 Cut of post/stake-hole is filled by 5622 (T4/5) 
5622 Fill of [5621] (T4/5) 
5623 Cut of post/stake-hole is filled by 5624 (T4/5) 
5624 Fill of [5623] (T4/5) 
5617 Cut of post/stake-hole is filled by 5618 (T4/5) 
5618 Fill of [5617] (T4/5) 
5619 Cut of post/stake-hole is filled by 5620 (T4/5) 
5620 Fill of [5619] (T4/5) 
5615 Cut of post/stake-hole is filled by 5616 (T4/5) 
5616 Fill of [5615) (T4/5) 

 5551 Cut of post-hole at E end of building is filled by 
5552 (T4) 

 5552 Fill of post-hole [5551] is mixed sandy sediment 
with charcoal flecks (T4) 

5611 Cut of post/stake-hole is filled by 5612 (T4/5) 
5612 Fill of [5611] (T4/5) 
5609 Cut of post/stake-hole is filled by 5610 (T4/5) 
5610 Fill of [5609] (T4/5) 
5613 Cut of post/stake-hole is filled by 5614 (T4/5) 
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5614 Fill of [5613] (T4/5) 
5607 Cut of post/stake-hole is filled by 5608 (T4/5) 
5608 Fill of [5607] (T4/5) 
5604 Cut of post/stake-hole is filled by 5604 (T4/5) 
5605 Fill of [5604] (T4/5) 

 5692 Curving arc of set stones in E baulk of trench 
(T3/5) 

 5700 
Cut of u-shaped gully within building is filled by 
5648 and may be partition or restructuring of 
building (T3/4) 

 5693 Vennel/path surface comprises spread of slightly 
compacted gravel between buildings (T3/4/5) 

 5703 
Cut for possible drain is u-shaped and arcing in 
plan and is filled by 5472 - cuts 5700 and 5687 
(T5) 

 5549 Cut for post-hole adjacent to paving is filled by 
5550 (T4) 

 5550 Fill f post-hole [5549] is mixed sandy sediment 
with charcoal flecks/lumps (T4) 

 5560 Cut of post-hole adjacent to wall [5012] is filled by 
5561 (T3) 

5471 Cut within ditch/gully [5467] (T5) 

 5472 Fill of pit [5471] contains shell and animal bone  
(T5) 

 5316 
Light brown deposit to each side of stone wall 
[5317] 

5467 Cut for linear ditch/boundary gully (T4/5) 

 5468 Fill of linear ditch/gully [5467] includes bone 
deposits (T4/5) 

 5522 Cut of gully containing stony fill [5346] aligned 
SW-NE (T5) 

43 Structure 17 - Occupation 2 5458 Redeposited ash and shell layer cut by ditch 
[5263] (T5) 

 5265 
Area of spread daub overlies ash deposits (5128) 
and ditch cut [5264] 

 5710 Patches of compacted daub may be collapse 
from wattle and daub building wall (T4) 

5146 Daub layer overlying cobbled surface (5139) 

 5521 Upper fill of gully? Comprises mid brown sandy 
sediment with pottery (T5) 

 5431 Mid brown gritty silt with occasional stone clast 
and crushed shell (T5) 

5128 Sandy ash layer with midden - same as (5127) 

5315 Orange/burnt deposit 

 5269 
Upper fill of ditch [5263] is dark brown silt ash 
with midden 

 5322 
Linear spread of black/orange ash and daub with 
half rotary quern set within 

44 Structure 17 - Burning Event 2 5315 Orange/burnt deposit 

 5269 
Upper fill of ditch [5263] is dark brown silt ash 
with midden 

 5322 
Linear spread of black/orange ash and daub with 
half rotary quern set within 

45 Structure 18 - Construction 2 5816 Square cut measuring 0.18m wide and 0.25m 
deep 

 5817 Mid brown sandy soil with clay daub and charcoal 
flecks 

 5818 Amorphous cut measuring 0.26m x 0.22m and 
0.26m deep 
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 5819 Mid brown sandy soil with clay daub and charcoal 
flecks 

 5812 Square cut measuring 0.2m wide and 0.32m 
deep 

 5813 Dark brown sandy soil with occasional charcoal 
flecks 

 5814 Square cut measuring 0.2m wide and 0.28m 
deep 

5815 Dark brown sandy soil with some charcoal flecks 

 5820 Square cut measuring 0.18m wide and 0.2m 
deep 

 5821 Mid brown sandy soil with some shell fragments 
and charcoal flecks 

5698 Cut of small post-hole is filled by 5699 (T3/4) 

 5699 Fill of post-hole [5698] is daub-rich sandy 
sediment (T3/4) 

5708 Cut of post-hole is filled by 5709 (T4) 

 5709 
Fill of post-hole [5708] includes possible 
displaced packing stones and matrix of mid 
brown sandy sediment (T4) 

 5706 Cut for building foundation gully/slot is filled by 
5707 (T4) 

5372 Charcoal-rich fill of possible post-hole [5373] (T6) 

 5373 
Cut for possible burnt post-hole - filled by 5372 
(T6) 

 5707 
Fill of building foundation gully [5706] is mid to 
dark brown sediment with upright stone settings 
(T4)  

 5436 Wall slot filled with small stone clasts may be 
from foundation beam/setting (T4)  

 5713 Well-laid area of paving slabs within building, or 
may relate to earlier access (T4) 

 5715 Compacted area of cobbles and paving within 
building (T4) 

 5712 Floor in entrance to building comprises 
compacted daub within door threshold (T4) 

 5714 Pea-gravel matrix between paving slabs [5713] 
(T4) 

 5705 Fill of building foundation gully [5704] is grey to 
brown ash with charcoal flecks (T5) 

 5244 
U-shaped gully containing darker sediment fill 
(5245) 

 5241 
Robbed out wall with clay daub is remains of 
building wall 

 5242 
Area of well-laid paving slabs to S side of [5241] 
may be partially robbed 

46 Structure 18 - Occupation  2 5196 
Possible floor deposits with charcoal lumps and 
flecks 

5340 Daub deposit underlying cobbled area 

 5341 
Amorphous spread of pale pink/orange clay or 
daub 

5463 Buff ash with clay consistency over 5464 (T4/5) 
5464 Dark brown to black ash under 5463 (T4/5) 

 5437 Post-pad comprising small upright stones and 
compact burnt daub (T4) 

 5438 Cut for small post-hole in alignment with [5437] 
(T4) 

 5246 
Light brown sandy sediment with charcoal, shell 
and pottery 
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 5245 
Fill of gully [5244] is mid-brown sediment with 
charcoal flecks 

 5323 

Irregular patch of pink/orange daub creates an 
uneven surface with few stones 

 5331 
Pink daub forming hard raised area within and 
sometimes over collapsed wall [5241] 

 5711 
Floor in entrance to building comprises 
compacted dark brown to black sandy sediment 
(T4) 

5333 Dark brown to grey ash layer 

47 
Structure 18 - Burning Event 2 

5711 
Floor in entrance to building comprises 
compacted dark brown to black sandy sediment 
(T4) 

5333 Dark brown to grey ash layer 

 5324 
Orange and black ash deposits with charcoal may 
relate to burning event 

48 Structure 19 - Construction 3 5473 Dark to mid brown sandy sediment is fill of post-
hole [5474] (T1) 

 5474 Cut of pit or post-hole cuts through burnt layer 
5271 to S of [5309] (T1) 

 5917 
Linear cut, difficult to define (approx. 0.45m 
wide), but appears to have cut through burning 
layer (5221) 

 5961 
Compact suboval surface of large rounded 
cobbles and subangular stone, NE end of T1, 
cuts through burning layer (5221) 

 5870 Setting of small upright slabs forming post/cruck 
setting in N corner of NE wall of [5209] 

 5581 Stone setting comprises series of flat large stones 
which appear to post-date burning event (T1) 

 5486 
Compact gravel surface possibly contemporary 
with [5354] comprises compacted gravel below 
5152 (T1) 

5209 Remains of clay-bonded wall under (5201) 

 5213 
Compact pink clay with sandstone fragments is 
core of wall [5209] 

49 Structure 19 - Occupation  3 6146 Quern with central perforation, under [6140] 
quern, over [6139] quern 

 6140 Quern stone laid horizontally, reused as hearth 
setting 

 5310 
Pale yellow/orange clay with thick lens of 
degraded charcoal under (5272) and (5267) 

5261 Dark grey/black ash is same as (5260) 

 5260 
Grey ash with charcoal flecks under (5215) is 
wood ash deposit 

 5293 
Dark brown/black compact sediment under 
(5225) outside [5268] 

 5303 
Mid-orange, compact clay deposit under (5225) to 
S of (5268) may be wall foundation  

 5304 
Mid-grey silty ash deposit with charcoal 
fragments under (5209) and (5296) 

 5305 
Mid-grey silty ash with charcoal under (5292) and 
(5223) may be same as (5327) 

 5490 
Mid grey layer of ash with frequent charcoal 
fragments and shell and fish bone S of [5209] 
(T1) 

 5284 
Mid-brown/grey silty ash deposit with charcoal 
flecks under (5272) and over [5224] 
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 5292 
Mid-grey compact ash with charcoal forms 
compact bank under (5223) 

 5296 
Dark brown silty sediment with shell remains 
under [5268] where wall [5209] robbed 

 5308 
Dark brown/grey charcoal flecked silty ash under 
(5293) 

 5499 Spread of midden comprises mussel shell 
fragments in mid to dark brown silt (T1) 

 5585 Shell midden comprising compacted mussel shell 
in SW corner of trench (T1) 

 5869 Dark brown-grey soily silt with charcoal and daub 
fragments 

 5962 Dark brown-grey sandy soil with shellfish 
fragments, at same horizon as (5499)? 

50 Structure 20 - Construction 3 5273 
Large rounded stones set above [5095] may be 
building wall or vennel 

 5409 
Spread of pale orange to pink clay/daub with 
small stone/pebble clasts to E of building [5220] 
(T1/2) 

 5481 
Remains of wall [5220] - relating to [5409] 
comprises spread of pale pink to brown clay/daub 
with small and large stones (T1/2) 

5526 Fill of possible stake-hole cut through 5525 (T1/2) 

 5527 Cut for possible stake-hole cut through 5525 and 
filled by 5526 (T1/2) 

 5220 
Pale pink/orange packed clay and large stones 
under (5201) 

 5410 
Slab setting/paving under clay spread 5409 to E 
of [5220] (T1/2) 

 5408 
Three small stake-holes cutting through 5409 
(T1/2) 

 5501 Slabbed surface comprises small slabs to N side 
of [5277] and continues with 5414 surface (T1/2) 

 5232 
Wall comprising large stones may be same as 
[5095] 

 5883 
Alignment of small upright stones, some small 
slabs and large upright stones within a clay base; 
truncated by pit [5505], [5885] 

 5885 

Amorphous, almost suboval cut, near S corner 
T1; lined on SE side by a hardened bank of soil 
and on the base by slabs [5894] has disturbed 
the vennel slabs [5285] and cut through (5267) 
and (5221); upper edge of cut difficult to define 

51 Structure 20 - Occupation  3 5414 
Possible floor surface to W of [5393] comprises 
compact pink clay/daub with small pebbles and 
charcoal flecks (T1/2)  

 5411 
Work area/hearth comprises setting of small 
slabs inside building [5220] and abuts floor [5293] 
(T1/2) 

52 Structure 21 - Construction 3 5217 
Medium-sized stones and cobbles is fragmentary 
boundary wall 

 5216 
Alignment of small boulders/cobbles is boundary 
wall 

 5226 
Double skin wall of beach cobbles and daub/clay 
bonding 

 5275 
Medium-sized rounded boulders set against 
[5226] may be vennel/path 

 5290 

Orange daub/clay with gravel and sand may be 
remains of robbed out wall [5226] 

5022 Possible wall (part of (5023) 
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 5408 
Three small stake-holes cutting through 5409 
(T1/2) 

 5291 
Square pad of flat stones set in base of 
platform/working area in SW corner of [5226] 

 5487 Cut of ditch comprises u-shaped cut and is 
possible boundary gully/ditch? (T2) 

 5488 Fill of gully/ditch [5487] is dark grey to brown ash 
with shell and charcoal flecks (T2) 

53 Structure 21 - Occupation  3 6072 

Compact, wet clay layer at the base of the well, 
within which the pony carcass is located; water 
table comes up over this and some stonework 
from the well has collapsed into it 

5021 Bait midden/surface layer 

5204 Mid-brown ash with some shell 

 5235 
Dark brown/grey silty ash with charcoal and shell 
may be same as (5174) 

5294 Dark brown sediment underlying (5218) 

 5299 
Grey ash mottled with charcoal and daub 
inclusions within [5226] - occupation deposit 

 5297 
Dark brown/black shelly deposit similar to (5218) 
but lower level 

 5318 
Grey clay surface, mottled buff with charcoal 
flecks 

 5424 Daub-rich collapse of material within [5226] 
includes rounded stone clasts (T2) 

 5897 

Dark brown-grey, loosely compact soil with 
intense periwinkle, animal bone, large fish bone, 
mussel shell fragments and some medieval pot 
sherds 

 5300 
Orange/brown daub-rich wall is matrix of [5226] 
containing some midden 

 5399 
Possible collapsed daub wall deposit within 
[5226] (T2) 

 5457 Orange to pink clay/daub pad with large stone 
inclusions to NW of Trench 2 (T2) 

5539 Dark brown sediment/midden below 5396 (T2) 

5168 Shell midden 
5898 Dark brown-grey silty soil, very clean 

54 Structure 22 - Construction 3 5482 Possible vennel at N end of Trench 6 comprises 
area of slabs and stones (T6) 

 5276 
Orange/brown clayey silt with stones (some 
upright) form W wall of building 

 5484 Corner of collapsed wall comprises clay/daub and 
stones  (T2 & T6) 

55 Structure 23 - Construction 3 5420 
Remains of house wall comprises boulders with 
daub matrix aligned N-S (T6) 

5096 Possible boundary wall/vennel T6 
56 Structure 23 - Occupation  3 5415 Dark brown sandy silt (T6) 

5397 Dark brown sediment (T6) 

 5494 Fill within structure is pink-coloured sand (interior 
of [5420]) (T6) 

 5493 Fill within structure is dark brown sandy soil 
flecked with orange ash and charcoal (T6) 

 5033 
Pale silt with patches of clay/daub to each side of 
wall [5119] T6 

57 Structure 24 - Construction 4 5209 Remains of clay-bonded wall under (5201) 

5224 Large rounded stones and flat slabs to E of 
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building wall [5209] - paving 

 5220 
Pale pink/orange packed clay and large stones 
under (5201) 

 5285 
Large rounded boulders set flat to form surface to 
S of [5209] - same as {5224] 

 5309 

Remains of wall comprising lintel with slots (door 
threshold) on E side of [5209] 

 5307 
Flat slabs on W side of building [5209] under 
(5301) 

58 
Structure 24 - Occupation  4 5387 

Small hearth setting comprises schist slabs and 
small upright surround (burnt) (T1) 

 5475 Gravel surface comprises spread of small gravel 
clasts (T1) 

5476 Alignment of five rounded large stone clasts (T1) 

 5502 Rounded cobbles and slabs forming possible 
structure in NW corner of trench (T1) 

5503 Possible pit cut (T1) 

 5504 
Fill of possible pit [5503] comprises mixed 
sediment and ash with clay lenses and charcoal 
flecking (T1) 

5505 Possible pit cut is rounded with flat base (T1) 

 5506 Fill of possible pit [5505] comprises mixed ash 
and sediment with charcoal flecks (T1) 

 5462 
Fill of possible large pit that cuts through [5220] 
comprises dark brown/grey sediment with 
cobbles (T1) 

 5469 
Compact spread of pale pink/orange clay/daub 
with small gravel clasts and occasional larger 
stone (T1) 

 5336 

Mixed pink clay spreads and patches of 
charcoal/ash under (5238) and (5223) within 
[5209] 

 5239 
Pale pink/orange compact clay forming a bank to 
E side of [5209] under (5201) 

 5271 
Compact black ash deposit with charcoal 
fragments under (5272) - same as (5221)? 

 5286 
Compacted black/orange spread at centre of 
[5209] under(5222) and (5223) - hearth 

 5301 
Compact yellow/orange clay under (5223) may be 
collapsed wall material 

 5295 

Pale brown/pink silty clay with crushed shell 
under (5223) in SW corner of [5209] 

 5283 
Mid-brown/grey sediment with midden may be 
occupation deposit - same as (5223) 

 5225 

Pale pink/orange clay with sandstone fragments 
is part of collapsed wall [5209] 

 5215 
Mid-brown to grey ash with orange ash patches 
and charcoal flecks 

 5327 
Grey ash deposit with some charcoal under 
(5223) within [5209] 

59 Structure 25 - Occupation  4 5276 
Orange/brown clayey silt within [5226] wall in SE 
edge of building 

5218 Dark brown/black sediment with shellfish deposits 
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60 
Associated Structures and Deposits - 
North of Thief's Row - Construction 
and Occupation Deposits 

4 5279 Mid to dark brown sandy sediment containing 
some midden defined by ditch [5264] 

5138 Boundary ditch or gully - same as [5137] 

5136 Fill of ditch/gully [5137] and [5138] 

5332 Hard compact clay with some sand inclusions 

5334 Cut of ditch with fill (5335) 

 5335 
Fill of ditch [5334] comprises compacted clay and 
shell  

 5328 
Elongated cut through ash deposits may be beam 
slot for timber structure 

 5329 
Fill of [5328] is dark brown silt with virtually no 
stone 

 5178 
Pale yellow-brown clayey ash deposit spread 
across site 

 5338 
Thin lens of mid-brown sandy sediment with 
numerous grit inclusions 

 5339 
Alignment of three stones may be remains of 
robbed wall 

 5281 
Hard compact mid-brown sediment with some 
midden to N of wall [5278] 

5182 Stoney fill in foundation trench 

 5278 

Alignment of medium to large beach cobbles 
forming a boundary wall/structure 

 5264 
Cut of ditch feature cuts through upper ash 
deposits (5128) - same as [5263]/[5138] 

 5266 
Stone wall one course thick lies to N of ditch 
[5264] is boundary wall 

5183 Yellow/buff silty ash deposit 

 5330 
Gritty yellow to brown sand with small pebbles 
and shell fragments surrounds (5143) 

 5337 
Burnt orange ash deposit surrounded by black 
ash halo 

 5137 
Cut for boundary ditch or gully contemporary with 
(5138) 

5032 Possible fill of ditch T6 

5030 Shell midden T6 

5031 Shell midden to E side of wall T6 

5040 Shell midden - possibly same as (5031) T6 

5402 Shell midden deposit underlying 5401 (T6) 

5035 Shell midden - same as (5118) T6 

5108 Soil horizon with midden below topsoil 

 5039 
Sandy silt with some midden overlies stone kerb 
or wall T6 

 5037 
Brown silty loam with some midden overlies 
possible drain/gully T6 

5118 Shell midden deposit - same as (5035) T6 
5455 Clay or compact ash speckled dark brown (T6) 

5127 Grey ash with some midden 

5121 Sandy silt with small stones 
61 Structure 26 - Construction 5 5165 Base of building wall 

5164 Large stones forming possible wall 
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5166 Possible wall base/foundation 

 5268 
Wall comprises large rounded cobbles and small 
sandstone fragments over (5225) 

 5306 
Post/cruck setting E side of wall [5268] with slab 
pad in base - over (5272)  

 5262 
Spread of rounded cobbles and boulders under 
(5234) to E of [5228] 

 5277 
Stones comprising wall under [5228] may be part 
of earlier building 

 5363 
Spread of sandstone clasts with some larger 
cobbles forms rubble wall under building [5228] 
(T1/2) 

 5398 
Sub-rounded stones between 10-30cm long may 
be structure (T1/2) 

 5357 

Wall foundations comprises cobbled stone faces 
and rubble/sediment core (T1) 

 5391 
Wall fragment comprises large rounded cobble 
faces with core of smaller stone clasts and clay 
bonding - may be same as [5277] (T1) 

 5287 
Small stone setting or possible post/cruck in SE 
corner of [5209] 

 5894 Packed group of small stones and some small 
horizontal slabs at the base of pit [5885] 

62 Structure 26 - Occupation 5 5368 
Wall or drain fill to N side of Thief's Row 
comprises angular clasts and rounded cobbles - 
some set in courses (T1) 

 5362 Heat-cracked slabs forming hearth setting inside 
building [5228] - but earlier structure? (T1/2) 

5545 Cut for large pit (T1) 

 5886 
Amorphous, almost suboval cut with steep sides 
and mostly flat base; S corner T1; has cut 
through [5285] 

 5411 Hearth, paving or post-pad comprises setting of 
small slabs inside building  

 5393 
Compact hardened floor surface of black to dark 
brown clay (T1/2) 

 5361 
Blackened sandy clay with frequent charcoal 
fragments in building [5228] and underlying 
hearth (T1/2) 

5342 Sub-oval cut within [5209] is filled by (5257) 

 5208 
Dark brown to black midden may be occupation 
deposit 

 5214 
Dark brown to black sediment is occupation 
deposit under (5211) 

 5219 
Compact gravelly sediment with clay patches and 
lumps 

 5222 
Mid-brown compact sediment with small clay 
patches and stone fragments 

 5223 
Mid-brown to grey ash with charcoal flecks under 
rubble/clay spread 

 5250 
Mid-brown/orange clayey sediment with midden 
over (5262) and under (5201) 

 5251 
Mid-brown silty sediment with shell midden under 
(5201) 

 5252 
Compact pale orange clay under (5234) and 
inside [5228] 

 5272 
Mid-brown/grey silty ash with scattered charcoal 
fragments - same as (5223) 

 5345 
Dark brown soil with daub, small stones and 
some shell (T1)   

5369 A clean mid brown silty sediment (T1) 
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63 Structure 27 - Construction 5 5364 Ephemeral wall base running N-S (T6) 

 5302 
Single line of boulders offset slightly from [5216] 
may be boundary wall 

64 Structure 27 - Occupation  5 5258 
Dark brown sandy sediment with gravel below 
wall foundation [5115] 

 5259 
Mid-brown sandy sediment with fish/animal bone 
under [5115] 

 5358 
Shell midden used as backfill after abandonment 
of building (T6)  

 5365 
Brown sediment between walls [5115] and [5364] 
(T6) 

 5366 
Collapsed daub with some stones may be from 
collapsed wall [5364] (T6) 

 5374 

Collapsed daub with some stones may be from 
collapsed wall -same as 5366? (T6) 

5371 Cut of ditch - filled by 5370 (T6) 

 5367 
Daub-rich floor surface with contemporary hearth 
(T6) 

5449 Shell midden deposit (T6) 
5450 Shell midden deposit (T6) 
5489 Large ash lens within shell midden 5449 (T6) 

 5370 
Mid to dark brown sediment is fill of ditch [5371] 
(T6) 

 5401 
Clay daub surface with heavy plough marks 
cutting surface (T6) 

5034 Silty soil containing midden 

65 Road and Associated Features and 
Deposits 

5 5206 Mid-brown sediment within stony spread under 
(5201) 

 5112 
Robbed out wall with foundation trench to SW 
side 

5003 Boundary dyke - post-dates wall [5001] 

5001 Wall base - predates wall [5003] 

5004 Rounded slot through wall [5003] 

5005 Fill of slot to E side of wall [5003] 

5002 Fill of ditch/gully to N side of [5001] 

5152 Earlier road surface 

5162 Cobbles forming core of earlier road surface 

5092 Possible stone revetment to side of road [5105] 

5120 Foundation trench for wall 

5163 Silty gravel road infill deposit 

5171 Ditch fill on N side of road 

5172 Fill of ditch to N of road 

5175 Lower fill of ditch (5176) 

5176 Cut of ditch  

5006 Surface deposit - midden layer 

5007 Ground surface comprises clay base of structure 

 5274 
Single line of boulders may be garden wall - 
between (5228) and (5115) 

 5170 
Brown sediment with shell midden to N side of 
[5001] 

5009 Hand-dug furrows 

5010 Surface deposit and fill of furrows [5009] 

5008 Fish bait midden 
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5016 Possible pit cut through (5018) 

5019 Remains of wall - post-dates [5020] and (5021) 

5125 Shell midden deposit 

5167 Shell midden 

5173 Fill of possible gully  

 5249 
Dark brown loose sandy sediment with fish bone 
and charcoal W of [5228] 

5257 Midden deposit could be same as (5249) 

 5233 
Dark brown/black silty sediment with fish bone 
midden under (5201) 

5017 Mixed/disturbed material along W edge of Area 1 

 5042 
Compact mid-brown silty sediment between stone 
alignment may be vennel/path 

 5210 
Alignment of boulders to E of [5209] and under 
(5201) and (5000) 

 5207 
Mid-brown to grey silty sediment with shell 
fragments and under (5201) 

5141 Cut of shallow gully 

5142 Fill of gully [5141] 
66 Structure 28 - Construction 6 5114 Clay surface of house floor 

5115 House wall to N side of road 
5484 Corner of possible clay/daub platform (T6) 

67 Structure 28 - Occupation  6 5343 
Sediment fill in post-med house - same as 5344 
(T6) 

 5344 
Sediment fill in post-med house, with frequent 
shell inclusions - same as 5343 (T6) 

 5349 
Remains of clay daub floor or demolition material 
in House [5115] (T6) 

5350 Fill of square-shaped scoop [5351] (T6) 

5351 Cut of square-shaped scoop - filled by 5350 (T6) 

5352 Fill of square-shaped scoop [5353] (T6) 

5353 Cut of square-shaped scoop - filled by 5352 (T6) 
5673 Lens of shell midden within 5344 (T6) 

 5145 
Fine sand and pea gravel forming floor in 
building? 

 5119 
Possible division wall in structure or most likely 
boundary wall 

68 Structure 29 - Construction 6 5026 Daub floor surface may relate to (5110) 

5109 Clay surface of house floor 

5110 Remains of house wall to N side of road 

 5228 
Wall of building aligned with road comprises 
compact clay - same as (5110) 

69 Structure 29 - Occupation 6 5234 
Orange brown silty clay is surface spread within 
building [5228] 

 5229 
Clay-rich stony edge of wall [5228] may be yard 
or outbuilding 

 5227 
Compact area of light yellow/orange clay may be 
surface in yard/building 

 5254 
Pebble surface with orange clay matrix in (5234) 
may be pad for timber foundation 

70 Structure 30 - Construction 6 5106 Clay surface of house floor 
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71 
Associated Structures and Deposits - 
North of Thief's Row - Construction 
and Occupation Deposits 

6 5113 Area of burning to N side of road 

5201 Mid-brown sandy soil with charcoal flecks 

5111 Brown silty soil with some midden 

 5236 
Mid-brown/black sediment with clay lumps and 
gravel under (5201) 

 5237 
Cobbled surface or drain under (5201) and over 
(5208) 

5122 Fill of pit of unknown use - same as (5091) 

5091 Fill of pit [5089] and [5090] is same as (5122) 

5089 Pit cut - overlies pit [5090] 

5090 Subcircular pit at base of [5089] 

5093 Brown loam with small stones and charcoal flecks 

5156 Brown sandy loam with some midden 

5157 Possible wall base 

5160 Clay wall base 

 5205 
Mid-brown sediment within stony spread is matrix 
of [5217] 

5211 Dark brown gritty sediment under (5201) 

72 Road and Associated Features and 
Deposits 6 5105 Road abandonment surface 

5151 Spread of demolished wall of upper road surface 

5124 Road /track leading to Grove Cottage 

5116 Ground surface to S side of road 

5148 Redeposited material at edge of road 

5149 Fill in top of ditch on N side of road 

5154 Upper fill of ditch to N side of road 

5158 Gravel infill between road layers 

5161 Gravel road infill deposit 

5084 Red sandstone blocks forming part of wall [5020] 

5020 Remains of wall base or drain to S side of road 

5086 Silty sand in foundation trench [5020] 

 5085 
Alignment of cobbles and stones forming possible 
wall 

5147 Redeposited midden contemporary with road 

5150 Silty soil with charcoal flecks 

5153 Compact brown loam with midden at base 

5155 Surface spread of cobbles and sediment 

5203 Brown sandy sediment with fish bone 

5087 Loamy soil fill to SW side of road 

5159 Brown loam with some midden 

 5200 
Mid-brown to grey silty sediment with charcoal 
flecks 

73 Plough Soil Horizon 7 5000 Topsoil- main area excavations 

5107 Cut for modern plough furrows 

 5117 
Transitional layer between base of plough soil 
and underlying deposits 
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Appendix 7  ASSESSMENT OF CERAMIC ASSEMBLAGE 
   Cromarty Community Excavations 2016 
   Derek Hall and George Haggarty 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                      

                             

 

Selection of medieval redware fabrics from 2016 season 

  

Introduction 

The assemblage was laid out and assessed by the authors in Cromarty Stables on Thursday 10th and Friday 
11th November. 

Quantity 

The assemblage comprises 2405 sherds of pottery and daub.  2403 of which   are medieval, the other 2 are 
late industrial whitewares. 

Provenance 

The medieval ceramic assemblage (2284 sherds), again is dominated by what our initial ICP chemical 
analysis, is suggesting is a locally produced redware industry.  This picture is like the 2013, 2014 and 2015 
seasons (Haggarty, Hall and Chenery 2011; Hall and Haggarty 2013; Hall and Haggarty 2014 and Hall, and 
Haggarty 2015). Interestingly this year’s assessment has also identified what we think may be some fabric 
variation within the industry and further sherds for chemical analysis have been selected.  It is of interest 
that these fabric variations are present in what, so far, are potentially the earliest excavated contexts.   

• Included amongst the Redware shards are further instances of shards with holes drilled through 
 them; examples from 5267 (2476) have been drilled through the shoulder of the vessel.  

• Three sherds from 5893 (2768) and 5388 (2698) are decorated with an impressed ‘flower petal’ 
 design (illus 1).  

• There were only two further potential handmade wares from 5538 (2532) and 5400 (2522). 
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This season there are 13 sherds of East Coast White Gritty Ware from 5221 (2600), 5388 (2677), 5534 
(2446), 5711 (2375), 5902 (2648), 5903 (2553), 5918 (2580), 5929 (2707), 5930 (2682), 6067/68 (2665) and 
6116 (2798). This is interesting as results from other East Coast excavations suggest that we may have 
expected to have identified more and this might suggest a thriving local industry is keeping them out.   

Imported wares identified from this seasons assemblage, are represented by Yorkshire Types both white 
and red glazed ware (37 sherds). At least some of these shards may be Brandsby-Type (Young 1978, 12-
14).  

• Scarborough Type Ware (30 sherds).  

• Frechen / Cologne Stoneware (1 sherd from facemask 5219 (2417). 

• Low Countries Greywares (2 sherds). 

• Unidentified Greywares (5 sherds)  

• Unidentified provenance (34 shards)  

 

The Material 

Condition 

Much of this year’s assemblage is not yet marked with its context number and site code and it is 
recommended that is remedied, soon.  At the time of assessment 6 bags were washed thus ensuring that 
all the assemblage has now been processed in that way. The sherd assemblage has been bagged, by 
context and find number. 

Documentation 

A basic bulk sherd count by context and initial fabric identification has been produced during this 
assessment and is appended. 

Chemical Analysis 

Further samples were selected for chemical analysis concentrating on what we perceive to be a range of 
variant Redware fabrics; an Excel table of these samples has been appended. 

Statement of Potential 

The 2016 season assemblage contains many shards in what we perceive to be a range of variant Redwares 
fabrics. Which begs several interesting questions; including do they represent variants of a single clay bed 
or indeed are we looking at several clay sources local or otherwise.  Hopefully the new ICP samples 
selected this year will answer these questions.  

As one would expect given the finds recovered from the site are getting earlier and dipping into what one 
might described as the high medieval period, there are a few more examples of jars/cooking pots in the 
Redware assemblage (illus 2). However, jugs still dominate the assemblage, with no examples of dripping 
pans or other vessel forms which we would generally associate with the socio-economics of a settlement 
of status and given the quality of the buildings it suggests to the authors the apparent functional quasi-
industrial nature of the assemblage.  

Generally, the assemblage would seem to be of a 13th / 14th century date with only a very few potential 
residual sherds of a late 12th century date. Imported wares are as in many East-Coast Burghs dominated 
by Yorkshire fabrics. But interestingly there are no obvious sherds from decorated figure jugs in these 
fabrics, while the lack of any further sherds of handmade wares is both surprising and problematic. 
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• There are 3 body shards from a good quality Yorkshire jug decorated with brown glazed panels 
 (illus 3); possibly York Glazed ware (Young 1978, Pl 50). 

• There are only 2 sherds from vessels in Low Countries Greyware including one from a footed 
 pitcher (illus 4). 

• There is a single sherd from what is almost certainly a 17th century Frechen / Cologne stoneware 
 jug (illus 5) (Hurst et al 1986, 220 Pl 44). 

• This season’s possible medieval Scottish White Gritty Wares assemblage is represented by just 12 
 sherds.   

 

Illustration 1- Bodysherds from glazed local? Redware jug with impressed flower decoration Context 5388 
(2698) 

 

Illustration 2 - Rimsherd from local? Redware cooking vessel 5499 (2577) 
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 Illustration 3 - Bodysherds from Yorkshire Type Ware jug with brown glazed panel decoration 6083 (2760) 

  

 

Illustration 4 - Basal angle and foot from vessel in Low Countries Greyware 5221 (2536) 
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 Illustration 5 - Neck sherd from a Cologne Frechen Stoneware jug 5219 (2417)  
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Appendix 8  ASSESSMENT OF GLASS ASSEMBLAGE 
   Interim Report 2015-16 
   Robin Murdoch 
 
Discussion 
 
This is the second report on glass from the Cromarty Medieval Burgh Community excavations and reports 
on the finds from the 2014-15 seasons. 
 
The previous report on the 2013 glass finds included a considerable amount of general info on Scottish 
glass and its history.  This will not be repeated here and the two reports should be considered together. 
 
A total of 1086 glass shards were recovered in 2014-15 and were submitted in 126 small find (SF) bags.  
However 5 bags which appeared on the 2015 finds list were not found in any of the boxes received or in 
the extras delivered separately.  These were SFs 1538, 1824, 1840, 2031 and 2265. 
40% (439) of the submitted assemblage were window glass shards compared to only 18% (196) of the total 
in 2013.  Of the remaining 647 shards, 27 were from finer tableware and 296 were from the ubiquitous 
wine bottle (some possibly from ale bottles) and covered the period from the late 17th to early 19th 
century.  Among the truly diagnostic wine bottle shards there appeared to be a majority of first half 18th 
century items rather than later.  However as noted in the 2013 report, these bottles could have been in 
use for a considerable time after manufacture.  The remaining 324 sherds were mainly from bottles of 
different types of 19th century date. 
 
Unfortunately the 2014-15 assemblage yielded fewer diagnostic shards than 2013 and many could only be 
roughly dated from colour and condition.  The cheap potash fluxed glass commonly used to make wine 
bottles is particularly prone to corrosion in damp buried environments.  Late 17th century and 18th 
century examples especially corrode in a fairly predictable manner and the nature and level of corrosion 
allows for very approximate dating. 
 
The overall impression was the same as with the 2013 assemblage, intensive activity in the 18th and 19th 
century followed by abandonment at the end of the latter.  The paucity of earlier material is as likely to 
be related to a lack of availability of glass rather than any reduced activity on site.  This is very typical of 
Scottish glass assemblages. 
 
There were several items in this assemblage worthy of comment beyond the catalogue:  The extremely 
deep kick on the wine bottle from SF1554 is very similar to Belgian or French examples from the late 18th 
or early 19th century. (Van den Bossche Pl 127) 
 
Three shards of wine glass from SF1745 conjoin and give a reasonable profile of the vessel apart from the 
foot since all the foot-rim is missing.  The drawn stem and trumpet bowl are found through most of the 
18th century but the earlier vessels would have had a folded foot (rim doubled over).  Drawn stems from 
around 1730 to 1780 also frequently had internal decorative air or cotton twists. 
The example here has no twist and the pontil scar on the underside of the foot may have been partly 
smoothed.  From about 1750 the pontil scars on better quality glasses were generally smoothed off and by 
c1775 the practice was almost universal (Bickerton p21).  The capacity of the glass has been small and the 
fluting on the bowl is similar to Bickerton Pl 229. 
 
Three shards of vessel glass were recovered from SF1484 and included another plain drawn stem similar to 
above.  The fragment of foot and lower stem from the same SF is interesting.  It appears to be from a 
stemmed bowl of considerable size and the pontil scar on the underside is unfinished indicating a probable 
pre c1775 date.  The significance of this item is that it indicates a fairly prestigious piece of tableware.   
 
Another fairly common find on Scottish sites is the probable shard of case bottle from SF1268. Several 
shards of case bottle had been recovered in 2013. These square section bottles, made to be transported in 
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wooden cases, are known from the 16th century onwards and used mostly for spirits from the Low 
Countries where the bottles were made (Van den Bossche p47). 
The corrosion on this example would indicate a date of no later than 1700. 
 
One of the earliest glass finds from the site is the shard of goblet or beaker in clear glass with a pedestal 
foot from SF2164.  Pedestal footed drinking glasses come from a period predating narrow stemmed 
glasses. The technique involves pushing the base inwards and upwards to form the base of the bowl.  This 
creates a hollow wide foot (pedestal) with double thickness walls situated below a bowl with single 
thickness walls.  This format tends to phase out in the later 17th century with the changeover to stemmed 
varieties and this example is probably 1st half 17th century although could just be late 16th.  Close 
parallels were found at several English glassmaking sites of the first half of the 17th century.  These 
included Hutton and Rosedale, Yorkshire, operational from the very late 16th century to the early 17th 
,(Crossley and Aberg 1972 p125) Houghton Green, near Manchester, operational between 1615 and 1653 (R 
H Vose 1994, fig 9, 28,29,30) and Kimmeridge, Dorset, operational from 1615 to 1623 (D.Crossley 1987, 
p359, fig 7)  
 
Probably from the same period, ie first half 17th century, is the shard of probable beaker from SF2059.  
Made from a pale green glass with some seed and moderate corrosion this vessel has been blown into a 
mould with wrythen or spiral ribs.  Beakers with this type of wrythen moulding were also recovered from 
the three sites above indicating it was a fairly standard decorative form of the first half of the 17th 
century.  The corrosion on SF2164 and SF2059 is very similar but the basic glass colour is different 
indicating they are not from the same vessel.   Wrythen moulded glasses are also known from 13th/14th 
century forest glass houses in England but this shard came from a mixed context and the level of corrosion 
was less than might be expected from an earlier vessel. 
 
One find proved to be enigmatic and lacked enough detail making it difficult to find parallels for.  This 
was from SF2036 and comprised four small shards from a very thin blown clear bottle.  Under 
magnification the glass proved to be very seedy (small gas bubbles) and had patchy dark brown (potash 
flux) corrosion.  Difficult to ascribe a date or likely provenance for this but it might also be pre 1700. 
 
Window Glass 
 
As already indicated 439 shards of window glass were recovered in the 2014-15 excavations and these are 
combined in this report with the 196 from 2013 to give a broader picture of the glazing. The 2014-15 
shards were divided into 23 different groups based on physical appearance, ie colour tinge, thickness and 
condition.  Each group was given an alpha reference and one sample selected for chemical analysis to 
establish composition.  Before analysis the samples from 2014-15 were compared against those from 2013 
in order to relate the two groups to each other.  Based on physical appearance ten of the 2014-15 samples 
matched 2013 samples and had therefore previously been analysed.  Samples with the refs A-T were those 
selected in 2013 and those with refs AA-AM selected from 2014-15 because they did not have close 
equivalents in the batch from 2013.  This means that a total of 33 samples have been analysed to 
determine composition.   The initial pXRF analysis of samples AA-AM were done on new pXRF equipment 
and yielded dubious results (calibration problems).  These samples have been analysed again on an SEM 
and the interpretation of the results has involved a number of changes to the table supplied in the report 
of January 2016 
 
Note: The method of selection and comparison of shards to specific samples is not an exact science but is 
the only practical solution other than analysing every single shard.  This would not be practical in terms of 
time and cost and probably would not merit the extra effort.  Therefore the identification of all the 
shards to specific samples will not be completely accurate but hopefully good enough to identify dating 
patterns within the window glass. 
 
Looking at the results of the analysis we can see quite a distinctive pattern in the use of glazing on site.  
There are 5 shards of high lime, low alkali (HLLA1) glass of the early type which indicates late 16th 
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century manufacture.  This is followed by 5 shards of the later HLLA2 glass probably of the first half of the 
17th century.  The relatively small number of window glass shards of this period probably indicates that 
there was very little glazing on site at that time.  However when we get to the later 17th century there is 
ample evidence of glazed windows.  The largest group of shards (30.6% 0f the total recovered) are an 
HLLA glass in which kelp has been used as the fluxing alkali instead of a land based plant alkali.  David 
Dungworth, in his English Heritage dating model of 2011 (Dungworth p2 table 1), did not include this 
composition because, although he had seen it, he did not have good dating provenance. (Dungworth pers 
comm)  This composition has been seen in quite a number of Scottish assemblages so far.  In particular it 
was seen in a surviving window at Traquair House, by Innerleithen, Peeblesshire.  The window is in a wing 
of the house added c1690 (Murdoch unpublished).  At the moment this composition is assigned later 17th 
century date.   
  
According to Dungworth’s model, true kelp fluxed glass was introduced c1700 and continued to be the 
main composition until c 1835.  28% of the shards recovered were kelp fluxed glass and this was followed 
by 24.6% SS1 (synthetic soda glass c1835-1870).  Only 1% of the total assemblage of window glass could be 
identified as later than 1870.  Summing up there is a very small number of window glass shards dating to 
the late 16th into the early 17th century, followed by plenty of evidence of glazing from the later 17th 
century to the third quarter of the 19th then nothing later. 
 
The activity at the end of the 17th century indicates again that Cromarty was quite a sophisticated 
community for the period.  Generally rural communities did not see glazing until the 18th or even 19th 
centuries. 
 
A potash lead glass was recovered from three contexts but only single shards from two and 60 from 
another.  It is quite possible that this was a special glass for furniture rather than windows.  It dates most 
likely to the 19th century but possibly 18th. 
Samples AE, AI and AJ were of a composition not covered by Dungworth’s model.  They had sodium 
content commensurate with a synthetic soda plus some arsenic but also a significant potassium presence.  
However these are also tentatively dated to the c1835-70 era 
 
Sample AH had extremely high potassium and a rather odd white corrosion, possibly another specialised 
glass for furniture use. 
 
The Table below shows the interpreted dates for all the samples as of May 2016 
 
Samples Type Comment Date 
I, K, AF HLLA1 High lime, low alkali, high manganese C1567-1600 
T, AD, AL HLLA2 High lime, low alkali, low manganese C1600-1700 
F, G, O, R, AA H/K High lime, low alkali, moderate strontium Late 17th C 
A, B, C, E, L, AB, AG, 
AK, AM 

Kelp Kelp flux, high strontium C1700-1835 

D, H, J, Q,  
AE, AI, AJ 

SS1 Synthetic soda flux, moderate arsenic 
These also have significant potassium but probably 
date to the same period 

C1835-1870 

M SS1/2 May be SS1 or SS2 Mid to late 
19th C 

AC SS2 Synthetic soda flux, minimal arsenic C1870> 
N, P, S P/L Potash lead 18th/19th C 
AH ? Very high potassium, most unusual. ? 
 
 
One item of window glass is worth further comment.  The crown centre from SF1904 was partially grozed 
along one edge indicating that it had been used as actual glazing.  Contrary to general belief the bullseye 
centres were not often used for glazing but discarded after the panes had been cut and often recycled.  It 
is unusual to find one which has been used in glazing and it has probably come from a window of less 
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importance, ie attic, store etc.  The rapidly changing thickness of the glass near the centre of the crown 
table or disc made it very difficult to fit to a frame. 
 
Appendices to this report are contained in the site archive and include a descriptive list of all 33 window 
glass samples and a distribution chart of the occurrence of sample types by context. 
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Appendix 9  A PRELIMINARY ANALYSIS OF FISH REMAINS FROM CROMARTY 
   2013–2014 excavations 
   László Bartosiewicz 
 
 
Introduction 
 
The burgh of Cromarty is located close to the entrance of the Cromarty Firth north of Inverness. Due to 
this strategic position Cromarty would have been in a favourable position to exploit marine resources and 
trading possibilities. Medieval fish trade, most notably the large scale consumption of species in the cod 
family (Gadidae), has been amply documented in the literature. It has been suggested that in the Middle 
Ages, much fishing tended to be done using hook and line or nets, either from the shore or in cobbles. 
These simple techniques did not need the construction of an extensive quayside infrastructure, thus 
leaving little evidence aside from the fish remains themselves (Lomas 1992: 197). 
 
The material 
 
The excavation of the medieval burgh of Cromarty is an ongoing project. Materials reviewed here 
originate from excavations in 2013–2014. Thanks to water-sieving carried out at the site, over six-thousand 
fish bones were recovered (n=6070). Their diachronic distribution will be reviewed in this short report by 
the following phases: 
 

• Phase 1 - Medieval (13th to 14th centuries), n=4838 fish remains 
• Phase 2 - Post Medieval (16th to early 18th centuries) n=386 fish remains 
• Phase 3 - Post Medieval (c.1760 to 1820) n=340 fish remains 
• Phase 4 - Post Medieval (c.1780 to 1880) n=272 fish remains 

 
A minor portion of the remains (n=234) could not yet be assigned to any of these time periods and will 
thus be referred to as “Unknown” throughout the paper. The fish taxa (species, genera and families) 
identified at the site are listed in Appendix–Table 1. (A small number of non-ichthyological animal remains 
recovered from the sieved material are shown in Appendix–Table 2).  
 
While some of the material was fragmented beyond recognition, a considerable portion could be identified 
to at least family level. Figure 1 shows the relationship between the number of identifiable specimens 
(NISP) and the number of taxa represented in the sub-assemblages assigned to various phases. The best 
represented family gadids, were not included as a generic entity among the number of fish taxa, thanks to 
the presence of identifiable bones from cod, saithe, pollack and whiting. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 1: The relationship between sub-
assemblage sizes (NISP) and taxonomic richness 
as expressed by the number of fish taxa. Data 
points are labelled by phase numbers.  Both 
scales are set to decimal logarithms.



Cromarty Medieval Burgh Community Archaeology Project 2014-2016 
Data Structure Report on the 2015-16 Fieldwork Seasons 

- 11 - 

 
According to this graph, fish remains from the site were available in the largest numbers from Phase 1, 
consisting of Medieval (13th–14th c.) deposits. The number of bones in this part of the material exceeded 
the others by an entire order of magnitude and may therefore be considered the most representative. The 
cluster of smaller assemblages in the left hand section of the graph is especially rich in taxa in Phase 3, 
dated to ca. 1760–1820: the ten taxa represented in this smallest of all datable sub-assemblages is far 
more than would have been expected on the basis of the relatively  small number of bones. The regression 
equation calculated between the two variables is indicative of a strongly degressive relationship: 
increasing the number of identifiable bones does not contribute a proportionate number of new taxa to 
ever-larger sub-assemblages. The coefficient of determination shows a ca. 40% connection between the 
number of taxa and the number of identifiable bone specimens.  
 
 
Results 
 
Most fish remains from the site are indicative of sea fishing with some species representing brackish 
waters typical for the area. In accordance with the historic trend mentioned in the introduction, however, 
there was a striking dominance of gadid remains already during the hands-on identification of the find 
material. The gross taxonomic composition of various datable sub-assemblages may be compared in Figure 
2.  
 
With the exception of the small Phase 3 Post-medieval subset (fewer than two dozen identifiable bones) 
there is an overwhelming dominance of gadid fish (cod family).  
 
However, a Chi2 test carried out to test the homogeneity of the three best represented phases (1, 2, and 
4) showed that in spite of the comparably great importance of  gadids these sub-assemblages were 
different from each other in statistically significant terms (Chi2=143.749, df=4, P=0.000). 
 
The overwhelming ratio of gadids is most convincingly demonstrated by the large Phase 1 Medieval 
material which also determines the overall importance of these fish in the entire material in comparison 
with thornback ray and a number of non-gadid species (flatfish, gurnard, and bullhead) which rather look 
like by-products of what seems to have been targeted cod exploitation. At least hundreds of bones from 
these economically important fish usually make up approximately 90% of the assemblage. These numbers 
are remarkable, even if the raw number of identifiable specimens (NISP) is a simple count, uncorrected 
for the evident possibility that some of the bone fragments may originate from the same individual. In 
fact, in some provenances articulated bones could be recognized, although their numbers have never been 
too high.  
 
Having encountered the aforementioned indubitably significant numbers of bones originating from various 
gadid fish, the next comparison was narrowed down to this fish family. NISP values for the four 
identifiable species are shown in Figure 3. 
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Figure 2: The percentual contribution of major types of fish to the sub-assemblages by phases and the  
entire material. 
 
 
The numbers of bones are inevitably smaller in this comparison, as only relatively few diagnostic skeletal 
elements can be used in distinguishing between various gadid species. However, consecutive Chi2 tests 
carried out on the data indicate that even the few bones outline statistically significant differences 
between chronological phases. Unsurprisingly, when all data in Figure 3 are considered, the heterogeneity 
of species composition is evident (Chi2=144.528, df=6, P=0.000; bones of rarely occurring pollack were 
added to those of cod). The relative diachronic contribution of cod steadily decreases in the studied 
proveniences.  
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Figure 3: The relative contribution of various gadid species to each sub-assemblage 
 
 
In the largest Medieval (Phase 1) and earliest Post-medieval (Phase 2) sub-assemblages the remains of 
some likewise large-bodied pollack occur, while in later assemblages saithe and whiting steadily gain in  
importance at the expense of cod. A comparison limited to the Medieval and earliest Post-medieval sub-
assemblages (Phases 1 and 2) also resulted in a significant difference (Chi2=13.857, df=2; P=0.001), largely 
attributable to the markedly decreasing contribution by cod.  
 
On the other hand, the small and visually similar Post-medieval fish bone assemblages from Phases 3 and 4 
were not significantly different from each other (Chi2=0.850, df=2; P= 0.654). Given the fact that 
according to Figure 2 these latter, Post-medieval sub-assemblages are altogether poorer in the remains of 
the gadid family, one may hypothetically juxtapose targeted medieval cod fishing showing signs of 
specialization with subsequent diversification of the catch in later, Post-medieval times. 
 
 
Discussion and conclusions 
 
The evidence of targeted sea fishing is not surprising at this site as historically the waters of the Cromarty 
Firth and Moray Firth are known to have been excellent fishing ground. Naturally, trends seen in the 
medieval and Post-medieval fish remains can be safely interpreted only in light of the archaeological 
evaluation of the proveniences involved. Fish remains at the site offer direct evidence of processing and 
consumption, rather than reliably representing the actual fish stocks exploited at any given time. The 
close and mixed quarters of medieval burghs tends to compound the complexity of deposits. At this point 
it is often difficult to tell therefore whether fishing at Cromarty became less specialized through time or 
the decreasing representation of cod is also a reflection of changes in the marine fauna near the site. As 
has been demonstrated, the visibility of such trends to some extent is also a function of assemblage size. 
 
Analysing fish remains from archaeological sites in England, Barrett et al. (2004) documented increasing 
exploitation of cod (and herring) during the Middle Ages. Studying assemblages from the late first 
millennium they suggested that the emergence of cod fishing in England had already begun by the end of 
the 10th century. Hodges (1982) provides tentative data for Scotland, with contested 12th century evidence 
and detailed documentary sources from the 15th century. Importantly, these dates mark not the earliest 
time of targeted exploitation but periods when cod became significantly exploited and traded. The 13th 
to 14th century medieval material from Cromarty falls comfortably within this time interval. It may also 
be added that by the 14th century, the fishing industry along the east coast of England was a complex 
enterprise, developing a capitalistic nature (Childs 2000: 23). These historic facts are of relevance as 
background information, even if gadid remains from Cromarty will turn out to be local household refuse 
within a broader archaeological context.  
 
The analysis of additional fish remains as well as the estimation of fish sizes on the basis of the few 
measurements taken in the material should help testing hypotheses concerning this tendency: over the 
centuries decreasing fish sizes could be a real phenomenon at the site, but it must always be seen as a 
combination of conscious and inadvertent human action that has contributed to the formation, deposition 
and attrition of archaeological deposits. 
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Table 1: Fish remains identified in the sieved material from Cromarty 
 

 
Phase 
1 

Phase 
2 

Phase 
3 

Phase 
4 

Un-
known 

Total 
 

Thornback ray (Raja clavata) 50 29 4 6  89 
Gurnard (Eutrigla gurnardus) 10 2 5 2 4 23 
Cod (Gadus morhua) 1779 85 67 30 40 2001 
Pollack (Pollachius pollachius) 10 2    12 
Saithe (Pollachius virens) 79 7 15 10  111 
Whiting (Merlangius merlangus) 53 9 19 8 1 90 
Shorthorn sculpin (Myoxocephalus 
scorpius) 82  5 1  88 
Flatfish (Pleuronectes sp.) 63 1 6 6 8 84 
Wrasse (Labrus sp.) 98   7  105 
Gadid family (Gadidae) 2356 156 129 118 117 2876 
Bullhead family (Cottidae) 15 5  1  21 
Scorpionfish family (Scorpionidae) 6  1 4  11 
Non-identifiable fish (Pisces) 237 90 89 79 64 559 
Total 4838 386 340 272 234 6070 

 
 
 
Table 2: Non-fish remains identified in the sieved material from Cromarty 
 

 
Phase 
1 

Phase 
2 

Phase 
3 

Phase 
4 

Un-
known 

Total 
 

Rabbit (Oryctolagus cuniculus)   6   6 
Hare/rabbit (Lagomorpha) 10    1 11 
Pig (Sus domesticus) 4     4 
Cattle (Bos taurus) 2  4   6 
Sheep/goat (Caprinae subfamily) 109 9 11 2 5 136 
Red deer (Cervus elaphus)   1   1 
Domestic hen (Gallus domesticus)  1 1 2  4 
Sparrow-like bird (Passeriformes) 2     2 
Non-identifiable bird (Aves) 4 2 3  2 11 
Frog/toad (Anura)  1  1   2 
Non-identifiable large ungulate 4     4 
Non-identifiable small ungulate 6  2 1  9 
Oyster shell 1     1 
Crab (Crustacea) 1     1 
Total 143 13 28 6 8 198 
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Appendix 10  ANIMAL BONE ASSESSMENT 
   Excerpts from Archaeology Masters Programme Dissertation August 2018 
   Triin Aadli (University of Edinburgh) 

Animals and their Role in the Economy of a Small Scottish Royal Burgh: Combined Faunal and Butchery 
Analysis of the Zooarchaeological Material from Cromarty 

Aims and Objectives 

This thesis was produced in cooperation with the Cromarty Medieval Burgh Community Archaeology 
Project which investigates the economic position of a small Scottish burgh of Cromarty between the 13th 
and 15th centuries. The aim of this paper is to contribute to the project´s research by focusing on the 
economic aspect of animal management and the exploitation of animal-derived material. 

Medieval economy has been argued to have been largely agricultural (Pounds 1974, 279). In Scotland 
natural and agricultural raw materials and products were the main source of wealth and agents of export 
(Grant 1931, 69). For this reason it is crucial that this side of the medieval economy, which is often only 
superficially mentioned, is explored and included into the wider study of the medieval European lifeways. 
Studying the faunal remains from Cromarty, a small settlement of possibly no more than a couple of 
hundred inhabitants, will undoubtedly raise our awareness and knowledge of the economic position of a 
small Royal Scottish burgh in the medieval context of Scotland and Europe. 

Animals and the Medieval Economy 

In the medieval era animals were useful economic resources both alive and dead. In contrary to modern 
Britain, the extent to which animals were exploited was much greater in the medieval period. Animals did 
not only provide milk, dairy products, eggs and wool, but the larger domesticates were used for traction 
and transport. Horses and dogs were war beasts as well as trustworthy companions. Guard-dogs provided 
protection and hunting-dogs helped to catch game. Cats controlled the rodent population. A few lucky 
animals, such as the lap dog unearthed at PHSE in Perth, were probably treated as pets (Smith 1998a). 
Everybody, including the animals, had a significant role to play in the everyday life of a medieval town. 

After death mammals and birds were sources of meat, horns, antlers, woolfell, hides, furs, down, 
feathers, blood, organs, hair, bones, and bone nutrients (e.g., Albarella 1997; Lyman 1987; Baxter et al. 
2003; Gidney 2000; Murphy 2001). Butchers divided the carcass into consumable meaty parts which were 
then distributed to markets from where they ultimately found their way to individual households. 
Butchery by-products were transported to distinct crafts workshops where these raw materials were 
worked into marketable products. Antlers, horns and bones were manufactured into tools or other 
objects, such as combs, musical instruments or gaming pieces (e.g. Crane 1972; MacGregor 1985). Tanners 
prepared hides into leather which, in turn, was used by distinct craftsmen to make clothing pieces, shoes 
and other goods. Grease and fat, extracted from bone medullary cavities and cancellous bone, were used 
in food preparation, and in various products, such as lubricating grease, candles, and oils (e.g. Alen et al. 
2002; Hodgson 1982a, 232; Stones 1987, 13; Choyke et al. 1994). In summary, every useful carcass part 
was utilised and no resources were wasted. 

The above discussion illustrates the importance of animals in medieval societies, and argues that faunal 
remains, which are often the most frequent finds recovered from archaeological sites, can provide 
invaluable insight into past dietary, agricultural, and commercial practices as well as a wide range of 
industries. Faunal data combined with butchery evidence is undoubtedly a useful tool for investigating the 
economic situation in a medieval town. 

The Cromarty Faunal Assemblage 

The composition of the Cromarty faunal collection is largely characteristic to medieval Scottish urban sites 
(Table 3.3). The majority of the faunal assemblage is composed of economically significant domesticated 
species, including Bos taurus (cattle), Capra hircus (goat), Ovis aries (sheep), and Sus domesticus (pig). 
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Cattle remains predominated the Cromarty assemblage with more than 40% of the mammalian remains 
belonging to cattle in both strata. 

Caprines, the subfamily including sheep and goat whose bones are often difficult to tell apart, are the 
second most frequent taxa. Ovis aries (sheep) appears to be more frequently represented making up 9.6%, 
and 7.3% of the total NISP of mammals in the two subsequent time periods. The same percentages for 
Capra hircus (goat) are only 1.5% and 1.8%. Taking into account the higher percentages of sheep remains, 
it is probable that most of the unidentified caprine bones belong to sheep. 

Pigs were much less frequently represented in comparison to the abovementioned artiodactyls. Similar 
observations have been made in relation to other medieval Scottish sites (McCormick 1997). What is 
interesting is that in phase II the quantity of pig bones is equal to the number of horse bones. 

Horse remains in Cromarty were more strongly represented in stratum II where they formed 10.5% of the 
total NISP of mammals. In phase I this value was only 3.3%. The former percentage is the highest 
proportion of horses reported from any of the medieval burgh sites from Scotland. The NISP of horse bones 
in Cromarty is 200 which is equal only to PHSE in Perth (Hodgson et al. unpublished b; Smith 1998). 
Nevertheless, by comparing the percentages from these two sites, the ratio of horse remains in Cromarty 
is by far more significant (Table 3.3). Generally, the NISP of horse remains is usually much less than 50 
which has led to the suggestion that horses in medieval burghs were relatively scarce or they rarely died 
there (Smith 1998). 

Other common domestic mammals identified were Canis familiaris (dog) and Felis catus (cat). Dogs were 
more numerous than cats in both strata which, again, are typical at medieval urban sites in Scotland 
(Smith 1998). This difference may be partly due to the larger size of dog bones which make them more 
likely to be noticed and collected during excavations (Smith 1998). 

Wild mammal species are rare in the Cromarty assemblage. The wild taxa identified were cervids, seal 
and cetaceans. Deer species included both roe deer (Capreolus capreolus) and red deer (Cervus elaphus). 
In phase I there were 7 cervid bones and bone fragments whereas in phase II there were 22. Seal (genus 
phoca) was represented in both strata only by a few occasional bones. Phase II also included five bone 
fragments belonging to a small cetacean and three fragments of an unknown sea mammal. 

Oryctolagus cuniculus (rabbit) and/or Lepus cf. timidus (hare) bones were identified from both strata. In 
addition, Phase I revealed remains of an individual from the Arvicolinae subfamily (rodents including the 
voles, lemmings and muskrats). Rabbit and the subfamily Arvicolinae are burrowing animals. Their 
presence in an archaeological site may be accidental. Even more so, as the excavation site was located on 
grassland used for grazing livestock, it would not be surprising if the remains of the small mammals were 
unstratified. Butchery marks on some rabbit and hare bones, however, confirm that at least a portion of 
the small mammal remains are indeed archaeological in origins and had been manipulated by humans. 

The taxonomic composition of birds in Cromarty contained both domestic and wild species. This is not 
unusual as similar species having been identified from other burgh sites (Smith 1995; 1997a; Smith et al 
2001). The most frequent birds were Gallus domesticus (poultry) and Anser anser (domestic or greylag 
goose). Bones categorised on a lower taxonomic level as galliforms, which are also numerous, probably 
belong to either one of these two species or Phasianus colchicus (pheasant). The wild birds identified in 
the assemblage include the pheasant, Falco columbarius (merlin), Puffinus puffinus (puffin), halacrocorax 
carbo (cormorant), Accipiter nisus (sparrowhawk), Morus (gannet genus), Sturnidae (starling family), 
Laridae (gull family), and Corvus (crow/raven genus). 

The problem of disturbed archaeological contexts, mentioned above, also applies to bird remains. Puffins, 
for example, are burrowing birds. Bird bones (e.g. hose of commensal corvids) may also end up in 
archaeological deposits by accident. Many wild birds would have been attracted to urban areas because of 
the easily accessible rubbish deposits (Smith 1995). Their presence does not necessarily mean they were 
part of the human diet. 



Cromarty Medieval Burgh Community Archaeology Project 2014-2016 
Data Structure Report on the 2015-16 Fieldwork Seasons 

- 17 - 

A portion of the unidentified remains were categorised as large mammal, medium artiodactyl or medium 
mammal. The first category representing cattle and horse sized animals is the largest identified group, 
whereas medium artiodactyls referring to caprines and cervids is the least numerous. The larger cervids, 
such as red deer, are also in the latter category as in Scotland they tend to be rather small. The medium 
mammal group, on the other hand, contains all the remaining mammals that are caprine or pig sized 
which could not be identified. 

Frequencies of Butchered Bones 

Altogether 13.6% of the bones in phase I and 14.6% of the bones in phase II displayed butchery marks. Both 
strata contained butchered bones of cattle, sheep, goat and pig. In stratum I one cervid long bone 
exhibited signs of butchery, whereas in stratum II the less common animals that were butchered were dog, 
hare/rabbit and cetacean. In phase I no bird bones bore butchery marks whereas in phase II the figure was 
14% of all the bird remains. The butchered bones belonged to pheasants, poultry, one goose, galliforms, 
one gull, one gannet, one crow/raven, and several undetermined bird bones. 

The relationship between the total NISP and the NISP butchered reveals that cattle osseous remains, 
which also formed the largest group of all, were butchered more frequently than the bones of other taxa. 
Based on statistical tests it appears that that the most frequently butchered cattle bones were the low 
meat yielding remains. Only the high value bones of caprines and pig were butchered more frequently 
than expected relative to their sample size. All the other meat value category bones of caprines, pig and 
horse were butchered less regularly than expected. This data proposes that the principal purpose of pigs 
and possibly caprines was their meat whereas cattle were a multi-purpose animal. By comparing the low 
value bones of caprines and cattle from Phase II it was concluded that the butchery frequencies between 
the two taxa differed from each other. This suggests that hide industry was predominated by cattle even 
though sheep, for instance, could have provided woolfells which were one of the main export agents in 
medieval Scotland. In both strata the NISP and butchered NISP of low value bones is either low or absent. 
The high and medium value bones, consisting of mostly ribs and vertebrae, are in most part butchered 
more frequently than expected. This shows the importance of meaty bones, such as ribs and vertebrae 
(not identified to species level). 

 

Discussion and Conclusions 

The role of animals in Medieval Cromarty 

What can be concluded from the Cromarty remains, dating to between the 13th and 15th centuries, is that 
the diet and some of the economic activities in a small Scottish medieval burgh largely resembled that of 
the larger burghs. 

Medieval burghs were part of a broader economic system. Transporting goods as well as animal products 
over long distances would have been a common practice. The most important export agents in Scotland 
were fish and animal raw materials, including wool, woolfell and hides (Yeoman 1995, 69; Stones 1987, 
11). Scottish goods were exported to England and continental Europe, such as the Low Countries and the 
shores of the Baltic Sea (Yeoman 1995, 69; Dennison et al. 1997b; Stones 1987, 11). It has been suggested 
that this trade was dominated by the larger east coast burghs of Aberdeen, Dundee, Perth, Leith and 
Berwick (Yeoman 1995, 69). Nevertheless, even smaller burghs like Cromarty benefited from the wider 
European trading relationships as is attested by the archaeological finds of imported ceramic wares and 
the great abundance of various coins (Birch et al. 2014; Hall et al. 2014; Alston 2006, 9).  

Cromarty as a royal burgh possessed certain privileges, such as the monopoly over particular industries 
and the sole right to conduct foreign trade (Grant 1931, 120). Hides and wool-fells, for instance, could 
only be legally exported from royal burghs (Hodgson 1982a, 232; 1983a). In addition to weekly markets, 
towns were exclusively allowed to host annual fairs which drew in merchants from all around. Relevantly, 
burgh markets and fairs dealt with animal products as well as live animals. For instance, Dunblane was 
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known for its supply of horses and oxen with historic sources referring to two horses having been bought 
for King James IV in 1506 (Dennison et al. 1997a). 

Distinct craftsmen would have been concentrated to the same areas depending on what was needed to 
carry out the work. Antisocial industries thought to be hazardous or simply created an unpleasant 
environment (Bartosiewicz 2003) were located in the outskirts of the burgh. These industries were, for 
instance, tanning, brewing, cloth dyeing, smithing and tile industries (Yeoman 1995, 67). Stones (1987, 26) 
proposed that butchery may have also been one of such industries. Other sources, such as Leges Burgorum 
Scotie, discuss that butchers were required to sell their meat openly and at the time of slaughter (Smith 
unpublished). This was to ensure the meat was fresh. Animals were brought to the market alive on the 
hoof, and were slaughtered within the sight of the Flesh Market Cross (Hodgson et al. 1982a, 232). The 
high prevalence of using large blades in Cromarty may be associated with this historic evidence because in 
a market environment rapid butchery techniques would have probably been necessary. 

In large part all medieval towns maintained their rural atmosphere (Dennison et al. 1997). Townspeople 
would have grown vegetables in the back gardens of their rigs, i.e. the plots they owned or were renting. 
These areas would have been used for keeping animals and birds (Grant 1931, 67; Stones 1987, 13; 
Yeoman 1995, 64). The other possibility is that the main house was divided into the living area and a byre 
(Stones 1987, 13; Yeoman 1995, 57). Pigs and dogs would have roamed on the streets of the burgh 
scavenging on any human refuse. Other livestock would have been grazed on the grasslands in the 
outskirts of the burgh, whilst a portion of the surrounding burgh´s hinterland would have been cultivated 
as town´s fields (Yeoman 1995, 66). All this is reflected not only in archaeology but also in the many laws 
and complaints from historical sources. Known laws from Edinburgh, for instance, forbade the citizens to 
allow their pigs to roam on burgh streets, and demanded that weights were tied to fowls´ legs to prevent 
them from flying to neighbours´ roofs and damaging the thatch (Grant 1961, 67). Problems associated 
with animals must have been significant as officials were employed to control and document the damage 
done by animals (Grant 1961, 67). 

Most of the waste from human activities was dumped on the burgh fields as manure, and the rest was 
discarded on the streets or in the rigs (Stones 1987, 14; Yeoman 1995, 64). Every part of the animal was 
used, thus the animal assemblages from medieval contexts must represent a mixture of domestic, 
commercial and industrial waste (Yeoman 1995, 69; Dobney et al. 23). The Cromarty material in which all 
meat value categories are represented by bones is no different. 

Cattle 

Typically to medieval urban sites in Scotland, the results from the faunal and butchery data reveal 
Cromarty´s animal-based economy was mostly focused on cattle (Table 3.3). The mature age at death of 
cattle at urban sites, including Cromarty, suggests this species was primarily raised for its hides with meat 
being of only secondary importance (Hodgson et al. 1982a; Hodgson 1979; Smith et al. 1987; Smith 1995; 
1996c; 1997a). Milk and dairy products may have played some part, but the extent of it cannot be 
discussed as the sex structure of the assemblage was not determined. Furthermore, cattle would have 
plausibly served as a traction animal. 

Hide industry is further evidenced by the dominance of low meat yielding bones in terms of NISP and 
weight, as well as the butchery evidence. The low meat yielding bone group was the only meat value 
category that revealed higher numbers of bones than expected considering sample size. The low meat 
value bones were also found to be the most frequent to display butchery marks. 

Sheep and Goat 

Caprine remains, dominated by sheep, were the second most frequent taxa in the Cromarty collection. 
The dental and bone fusion data suggests caprines were usually slaughtered over the age of 3 years. It was 
interpreted that this relatively old slaughtering age is an indication of wool and dairy exploitation. 



Cromarty Medieval Burgh Community Archaeology Project 2014-2016 
Data Structure Report on the 2015-16 Fieldwork Seasons 

- 19 - 

It must be noted that from the two caprine species sheep was six times more frequent in phase I, and four 
times more frequent in phase II. The dominance of sheep bones emphasises wool production over goat 
milk exploitation. In both phases the high and medium meat value bones predominated the assemblage 
and were estimated to be more numerous than expected. This piece of evidence also suggests woolfells 
were not the primary target of sheep raising, or the lower feet bones were left attached to the woolfells. 

The butchery evidence seems to be fairly consistent between the 13th and 15th centuries. In contrary to 
cattle, butchery marks were more often recorded on high and medium meat yielding bones. Sheep that 
were ultimately butchered would have definitely provided woolfells, but in general the butchery data 
supports the hypothesis that Cromarty lacked a systematic woolfell industry. 

Whilst sheep were presumably being exploited for their wool and goats for their milk, the higher 
proportion of the caprine first two meat value bone groups is consistent with the suggestion that caprine 
remains from Cromarty represent mostly domestic waste. 

Pigs 

In comparison to cattle and caprine NISPs, pigs were relatively few in the Cromarty assemblage. This was 
to be expected as other burgh sites have exposed the same results indicating that in medieval Scotland 
pigs were underexploited (Hodgson 1983a; Smith et al. 1987; Smith 2000; Smith et al. 2001). Smith 
(1996c) argues that the scarcity of pig remains may to some degree be influenced by the higher 
concentration of fats in pig bones which results in faster decomposition of the bone material (Noe-Nygaard 
1977, 234). Another possibility is that people chose not to raise pigs because they do not produce any 
other commodities except for meat, or because of the old Scottish superstition which considered pigs to 
be unclean animals (Smith 1996b). As pigs were raised solely for their meat, their bones were most likely 
to be discarded with food waste, making the bones easily accessible to burgh´s scavenging mammals 
(Bartosiewicz 2009). Dogs would have either partially or completely consumed the bones, or carried them 
to another location. Industrial waste, on the other hand, would have been less accessible to scavenging 
animals. 

The raising of pigs solely for their meat in Cromarty is supported by the aging data where pigs were killed 
before reaching a mature age, as well as the butchery data where meat yielding bones were butchered 
much more frequently than low meat value bones. To conclude, pigs probably did not play an important 
part in the export economy of Cromarty, and were mostly kept for local dietary needs. 

Horse 

Cromarty assemblage dating to between the 14th and 15th centuries revealed 200 horse bones and bone 
fragments which is an unusually high number in medieval Scottish burghs. In phase II they formed 10.8% of 
all the main food forming animals. When the bones from phases I and II were summed together this 
percentage was 9.7%. The same value for horse bones from PHSE in Perth was only 1% although this was 
the only site that has revealed a NISP of a considerable size. Evidently, horses in Cromarty were very 
important for some reason regardless of Cromarty being a small burgh. 

Only 8% of the horse bones bore evidence for butchery. This number is in sharp contrast against the 32% of 
cattle bones that displayed butchery marks. From all the butchery functions, skinning was dominant. 
Together with the findings that the low meat value bones were the most frequent of all the bones, it is 
probable that horses were at times exploited for their hides. Furthermore, in both phases the observed 
value of low meat yielding horse bones were higher than expected whereas in the first two meat value 
groups they were not. These observations are consistent with the results obtained from cattle remains. 

Conformably to cattle, horse meat would have been a by-product of the hide production. Even if we take 
into consideration the fact that the Christian Church condemned the consumption of horse flesh (Armitage 
1978, 33; Harris 1986, 96; Smith 1998) and assume that horse meat was generally not eaten, during famine 
every food source would have been invaluable. This can be evidenced from the medieval horse bones from 
Edinburgh Castle which were probably food waste from periods of siege (McCormick 1997). On the other 
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hand, butchered horse bones with evidence of filleting and marrow extraction have been excavated from 
several sites in Perth, Aberdeen, Inverness and Inverkeithing (Smith 1995; Smith 1989; Smith et al. 2001; 
Smith unknown date). It is possible that in Scotland eating horse meat was not much of a taboo even after 
the Church had forbidden it. Another possibility is that horse meat was fed to dogs and not consumed by 
humans (Smith 1995). Although in Cromarty no filleting marks were recorded on horse bones one 
pistropheus bore marks of bone breaking and two epistropheus bones had been axially chopped. 
Nevertheless, the estimated mature age at death of horses in Cromarty suggests horses were not raised for 
their meat. 

The most likely uses for horses were traction and transport. The increasing sizes of horses and the earlier 
slaughtering of cattle in England in the end of the medieval era, for instance, has been seen as evidence 
for the change from using cattle as traction animals to using horses instead (Albarella 1997). 

The last possible option for interpreting the high percentage of horse bones is that they were war beasts. 
During the last excavation season in Cromarty in June 2016 a skeleton of a pony was uncovered in the 
bottom of a well (Steven Birch and Mary Peteranna, personal communication). Poisoning the water source 
of a settlement is a well-known tactic during military campaigns. In fact, violence and war activity in or 
near Cromarty is evident from the 13th to 15th centuries. The 17th century sheriff of Cromarty, Sir 
Thomas Urquhart, and documented legends from the Wars of Independence where he described how 
Wallace liberated the castle of Cromarty after seven years of siege and how the English army was 
ambushed near Cromarty (Alston 2006, 11). After the Wars of Independence the political uncertainty 
continued as clans and the King all struggled for power. In 1470 the laird of Cromarty received permission 
from James III to better fortify the old Cromarty castle, which seldom attests to the unrestful times in 
Scotland (Alston 2006, 11). In 1491 the lands of Master Alexander Urquhart of Cromarty were raided by the 
MacDonalds for which Urquhart sought a large compensation including 100 horses (Alston 2006, 13). 

Dog and Cat 

In both phases dog remains were better represented than cat bones. No butchery marks were identified on 
cat bones indicating this animal was not treated as a source of meat or raw materials. Butchery marks on 
dogs’ bones, including disarticulation and skinning/disarticulation marks, were very scarce and do not 
support a systematic butchering of dogs. Unlike some other burghs in Scotland, such as Perth, the 
production and export of dog skins in Cromarty was either unnoticeably low-scale or lacking entirely. 

Small Animals 

Small mammals in the Cromarty assemblage were represented by rabbit, hare and one individual from the 
Arvicolinae subfamily. Although not all remains of these small, mostly burrowing mammals may be of 
archaeological origins, butchery marks on some of the rabbit (as well as hare bones) prove that at least a 
portion of them were deposited by humans. Small animals were most likely consumed as a whole by 
individual households and were not economically significant (e.g. Reitz 1999, 208).  

Birds 

The bird remains from Cromarty consisted of both domestic and wild species. Different galliforms, 
including poultry and geese, predominated the assemblage. Butchery marks were recorded only in phase 
II. Most marks were identified on the bones of domestic species whereas only three bones belonging to 
wild birds were butchered. The latter three bones belonged to a gull, a gannet and a raven/crow. 
Consumption of wild bird meat appears not to have been a common practice. 

Similarly to pigs, it is unlikely the domestic birds played a part in Cromarty´s export economy. It is more 
probable they were kept by individual households for the supply of eggs and meat, and only to sustain the 
local need. 
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Wild Species 

Wild species were represented only by a small number of bones which correlates with the findings from 
other medieval Scottish burgh sites (Table 3.3). The small proportion of wild animal remains in the 
assemblage may be due to the limited right of people to hunt game or simply the lack of opportunity 
(Gilbert 1979; Hodgson 1983a, 10). Another possibility is that there was no need to hunt for game as meat 
from domestic sources was readily available (Smith 1995). Nowadays the district of Ross-shire with its 
wooded and cultivated areas is known to be a taxonomically rich region with roe deer and red deer being 
common throughout the area (MacNally 1984, 62). Nevertheless, the situation may have differed in the 
past and the medieval deforestation may have resulted in the loss of suitable habitats for many species 
(Smith 1995), including large game. 

Cromarty as a coastal site would have had an easy access to marine food sources. Accordingly, 
exploitation of fish and marine mammals, including seal and cetacean, is evident in the assemblage 
collected between 2013 and 2015 (Bartosiewicz 2015; Tuominen 2014). Fishing must have formed an 
important livelihood for many inhabitants of Cromarty. Export of fish is very likely to have been an 
important source of revenue. 

Conclusion 

It is probable that as a small burgh Cromarty may have had a more rural economic focus than larger 
burghs which makes the evidence of animal management and butchering very significant. 

The faunal collection from Cromarty represents a mixed human waste resulting from household, 
commercial and industrial activities. The economy was in large part supported by cattle, and to a lesser 
extent by sheep and goat. It appears that the most prominent export product associated with animals was 
cattle hides. The sheer number of caprine bones and the mature slaughtering age for caprines suggests 
that wool was the second most prominent animal raw material that was exported. 

Other industries associated with wool and hides certainly would have operated in Cromarty. The historic 
records from the 18th century, for example, illustrate that weavers and shoemakers inhabited the houses 
on Thief´s Row and Castle Street, respectively (Document A History of Thief's Row, project webpage). 
Without any historic written sources, unfortunately, it is impossible to say how significant these industries 
were in the export economy. It is possible that in small towns like Cromarty the production of such 
commodities would have only served the local needs. After all, it has been suggested that Scotland 
focused on the export of animal raw materials and not the final products (Guy 1986, 64; Yeoman 1995, 69; 
Stones 1987, 11). 

It has been rightfully proposed that the meat that was consumed in towns was dictated to a certain 
degree by agricultural practices (McCormick 1997; Smith et al. 2001). Having suggested that Cromarty 
relied on cattle hide and sheep wool export, beef and mutton must have been most readily available to 
the townspeople. Pork, venison and bird flesh probably formed a smaller proportion in the diet. The 
importance of marine food sources in a coastal burgh like Cromarty should, however, not be 
underestimated.  

One of the most interesting findings was the abundance of horse remains. Although the butchery data do 
not indicate that horse flesh was not consumed in Cromarty, it should not be completely excluded as a 
possible explanation for the abundance of these bones. Based on the data horses were more likely used for 
traction, transport or war animals. If it is assumed horses were mainly transport beasts, this would be 
evidence for a substantial local land trade in the sea-side burgh of Cromarty. 

What can be gathered from the information presented in this paper is that Cromarty may have been a 
smaller burgh than some others, but it certainly participated in the wider European trading system. Its 
principal animal-derived export agents were hides and wool. Subsequently, cattle and caprines, especially 
sheep, were important livestock in both their exportable raw materials and meat. Horse certainly is very 
visible in the Cromarty assemblage suggesting this noble animal may have been more significant in the 
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daily life of Cromarty than in any other burgh reported so far. To conclude, the economic role of animals 
in the burgh of Cromarty is undeniably important. They were not only the source of raw materials and 
meat, but also working animals, and possibly even war beasts. 

**(For full bibliography supporting the animal bone report, see the Dissertation Report in the site archive) 
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Appendix 11  PRELIMINARY ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 
   Report March 2017 
   Jackaline Robertson (AOC Archaeology Group) 
 
Factual data 
 
A total of 109 flot samples and 63 charcoal samples were submitted for environmental analysis from the 
three excavations undertaken at Cromarty Ross-Shire during the 2013, 2014 and 2015 seasons. A further 27 
bulk samples were collected from the 2016 season. The samples were collected from a series of structures 
with associated middens, floor/occupation deposits, pits, post holes, ditches and gullies that date from 
the medieval to the industrial period.  The environmental finds were composed of a large number of 
carbonised macroplant and charcoal remains. A small number of animal bone fragments were recovered 
from the 2016 bulk samples and a short catalogue was produced, but these are not discussed further 
within this report and should instead be incorporated within the animal bone report. The main objective 
of this report was to analyse the macroplant and charcoal assemblages in conjunction with each other in 
an effort to characterise and understand the archaeological features from which they derived. These 
assemblages also offer pertinent information concerning the diet, status, exploitation of plant and wood 
resources at Cromarty and how this evolved over an archaeologically secure time period.  
 
Methodology 
 
The 27 bulk samples from the 2016 excavation were processed in their entirety in laboratory conditions 
using a floatation method designed to retrieve environmental remains (cf. Kenward et al. 1980). The 
sediment consisted of a sandy silt which did not require any pre-treatment. The 109 flots were sampled 
from the bulk samples collected during the 2013, 2014 and 2015 excavations and these were processed 
prior to delivery to AOC archaeology. The flots from all four seasons were sorted using a stack system of 
4mm, 2mm and 1mm sieves and scanned using a low power microscope.  All plant macrofossils were 
subsequently examined at magnifications of x10 and up to x100 where necessary to aid identification. 
Identifications were confirmed using modern reference material and seed atlases stored at AOC Edinburgh 
(Cappers et al 2006; Jacomet 2006). Taxonomic and nomenclature for plants follows Stace (2010). 
 
The charcoal assemblage from Cromarty was large and fragments 4mm and larger were selected for 
species identification. The fragments were collected both by hand and from the bulk samples. During 
excavation the presence of multiple small discrete structural elements such as planks, posts, stakes and 
artefacts were noted. The excavators sampled these remains separately, thereby ensuring no valuable 
information concerning the burning of construction elements was inadvertently lost.  To ensure as much 
information as possible was obtained the conclusions presented in the discussion are loosely described as 
interpretive assumptions. Understanding this evidence is therefore arbitrary and the following criteria 
were used as a guideline for interpreting feature usage. Those samples which contained two or more 
species were typically designated as fuel waste, whereas large concentrations of single species where 
viewed as more likely to represent structural burning.  
 
 
Results 
 
The macroplant 
The charred macroplant assemblage was large and a total of 7630 plant remains were recovered from 88 
contexts dated to the medieval, late medieval and post medieval features. The plant assemblage was 
concentrated within 50 medieval contexts from which 7086 remains were recovered.  A further 446 
remains were recorded in 23 late medieval contexts and 98 were present in 15 post medieval and 
industrial features. Preservation of these remains ranged from poor to excellent with most recorded as 
good to excellent. The finds from the medieval deposits were generally better preserved than those from 
the later phases. The greatest concentration of plants totalling 5417 were recovered from medieval 
context [5221] located within structure 13. There were also noticeable concentrations of plant remains 
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within a number of medieval and late medieval contexts but the rest of the macroplant assemblage was 
scattered among the remaining features in small numbers with no evidence of selective or deliberate 
disposal. The plant remains fell into three distinct categories; foodstuffs, economically useful plants and 
weed taxa.  
 
The cultivated crops 
The dominate species within all three archaeological phases was 6943 cereal remains. Preservation of the 
cereal was generally good to excellent and a large number still had the lemma attached making it possible 
to differentiate between different species of barley.  The species identified were bere barley, hulled 
barley (Hordeum vulgare L), naked barley, bread/club wheat, wheat (Triticum sp), rye (Secale sp), 
common oat (Avena sativa L) and oat (Avena sp).  
 
From the medieval phase 6463 cereal remains were recovered and these were dominated by bere barley 
(73%) followed by barley (9%), oat (7%), hulled barley (6%), rye (0.5%), common oat (0.4%), bread/club 
wheat (0.4%), naked barley (0.3%), wheat (0.1%) and wheat/rye (0.1%). The remaining cereal caryopses 
(3%) and chaff (0.2%) could not be identified further due to poor preservation.  
 
There were 390 cereal caryopses in the late medieval features identified as barley (28%), oat (19%), bere 
barley (15%), rye (9%), bread/club wheat (4%), hulled barley (1%), naked barley (1%), wheat (1%), 
wheat/rye (1%) and common oat (1%). The remaining caryopses were described as cereal (19%) and chaff 
(1%).  
 
 The cereal remains from the post medieval deposits numbered 90. These were identified as bere barley 
(26%), oat (24%), barley (17%), wheat (4%), hulled barley (3%), naked barley (1%) and wheat/rye (1%). The 
poorly preserved cereal caryopses accounted for 24%.  
 
A total of 65 flax (Linum usitatissimum L) seeds were recovered from three medieval contexts. These 
were concentrated in hearth [5654] in structure 10 whereas only single seeds were noted in contexts 
[5892] from structure 3 and [5140] the ash midden associated with structure 10. There was no evidence of 
flax in the late medieval or post medieval features.  
 
 
Vegetables, fruits and nuts 
From the medieval contexts small numbers of turnip (Brassica cf campestris L), fig (Ficus carica L), 
blackthorn/sloe (Prunus spinosa L), apple (Malus sylvestris sl) and hazelnut (Corylus avellana L) shell were 
recorded. Eighteen turnip seeds were recovered from 11 contexts in structures 10, 13, 15 and 16. Three 
fig seeds were noted in three contexts in structures 10, 15 and 16. The 17 apple seeds and one 
blackthorn/sloe stone were concentrated within context [5606] structure 15. One whole hazel nut and 136 
fragments of hazelnut shell were deposited in eleven contexts from structures 2, 4, 9, 10, 12, 13 and 15.  
 
Evidence for turnip, apple and hazelnut shell was present in the late medieval deposits. There were five 
turnip seeds recovered from four contexts in structures 19, 23 and 24. Two apple seeds were collected 
from structures 19 and 23.  The hazelnut shell fragments were concentrated in two contexts in structure 
19.  
 
The only evidence for other food sources from the post medieval deposits was two turnip seeds in one 
context associated with structure 27. 
 
Economically useful plants 
Four fragments of charred heather (Calluna vulgaris L) seeds and buds were noted in one context in 
medieval structure 10 and two contexts in late medieval structures 21 and 24. Part of a turf with 
inclusions of heather was noted within medieval context [5221] structure 13. Three fragments of burnt 
moss were recovered from one context in late medieval structure 24. 
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Weed taxa 
The weed species were identified as bedstraw (Galium sp), black bindweed (Fallopia convolvulus L) 
chickweed (Stellaria media L), corn cockle (Agrostemma githago L), corn spurrey (Spergula arvensis L),  
dock (Rumex sp), elderberry (Sambuccus nigra L), fat hen (Chenopodium album L), goosefoot 
(Chenopodium sp), grass (Graminae sp), knotgrass (Polygonum aviculare L), nipplewort (Lapsana 
communis L), pale persicaria (Persicaria lapathifolium L), red orach (Atriplex hortensis L), rush (Juncus 
sp), sedge (Carex sp), sheep’s sorrel (Rumex acetosella agg), thistle (Cirsium sp), wild carrot (Daucus 
carota L) and wild radish (Raphanus raphanistrum L.). These species are a mix of agricultural 
contaminants, waste ground taxa, heathland material and those that tend to favour damp habitats.  
 
The weed species from the medieval phase numbered 383 remains which were recovered from 27 
contexts. The two dominate weed species were fat hen and corn spurrey which were concentrated within 
one context in structure 10 and one in structure 15 respectively. The remainder of the weed assemblage 
was scattered among the medieval structures and associated features in small quantities.  
 
From the late medieval structures a total of 33 weed taxa were scattered in small concentrations in 11 
late medieval contexts. There were also three fragments of burnt moss and one leaf. 
 
A further six weed taxa were noted in four contexts from the late medieval period.  
 
 
The charcoal 
 
A sub sample from 62 charcoal samples (928g) was selected for analyses from the medieval, late medieval 
and post medieval periods. The species identified were alder (Alnus glutinosa L), birch (Betula sp), hazel 
(Corylus avellana L), apple/pear/hawthorn/quince (Maloideae sp), ash (Fraxinus sp), heather (Calluna 
vulgaris L), cherry (Prunus sp), rowan (Sorbus sp), holly (Ilex aquifolium L), elm (Ulmus sp) pine (Pinus sp) 
and oak (Quercus sp). The charcoal assemblage was composed of discrete structural elements such as 
stakes, posts, artefacts, burnt turfs and fuel debris. 
 
The charcoal fragments were concentrated within 43 medieval contexts (840.1g) from structures 1, 2, 3, 
4, 6, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18 and associated features. The dominate species was oak which 
accounted for 41% followed by alder 17%, hazel 15%, holly 10%, heather 7%, birch 4%, pine 3%, ash 1%, elm 
1%, cherry 0.6% and apple/pear/hawthorn quince 0.4%. Alder, ash, birch, cherry, hazel, heather, holly 
and oak roundwood was present and made up 28% of the fragments collected from the medieval deposits.  
The greatest concentration of charcoal was located within context [5221] in structure 13. There were 
some smaller concentrations of charcoal within specific contexts but the remainder of the assemblage was 
deposited in small quantities with no strong evidence to suggest either selective or deliberate disposal. 
 
Charcoal (62.8g) from 13 late medieval contexts was collected from structures 19, 21, 23, 24 and 25. The 
species were oak which made up 29% followed by alder 20%, birch 18%, heather 13%, cherry 8%, hazel 5%, 
holly 5%, rowan 1% and pine 1%. Twenty-five percent of the assemblage was formed of roundwood 
identified as alder, hazel, heather, rowan and cherry. The greatest concentration of charcoal (44.1g) was 
recovered from a single ash layer [5308] in structure 19. The rest of the assemblage was scattered 
throughout the remaining contexts in small quantities.  
 
Charcoal (24.2g) was recovered from six post medieval and industrial deposits from structure 26 and 
associated features. The species were birch (25%), alder (21%), oak (21%), cherry (12.5%), pine (12.5%), 
hazel (4%) and ash (4).  Alder, birch, hazel, cherry and pine roundwood were noted and this accounted for 
38% of the assemblage. The charcoal fragments were concentrated in a midden deposit [5208] from 
structure 26. The rest of the assemblage was scattered in small quantities.  
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Cereals 
 
Barley 
Barley formed 40% of the cereal assemblage and was the most economically important cereal crop at 
Cromarty in all three phases. Bere barley was the most important cereal because it is easier to cultivate 
this species in the sandy/acidic soil conditions which are common in the north of Scotland (Fraser et al 
1982; 241). The role of barley at this site had a dual purpose with some destined for brewing and the 
remainder being turned into flour. There was a distillery kiln at Cromarty walled garden where most of 
this barley would have been prepared for malting (Robertson forthcoming).  The importance of naked 
barley within this economy was negligible. It is more likely this was a weed species growing alongside the 
main barley crop and was introduced accidently as a crop contaminant.  
 
Oat 
Oat was the second most popular cereal at Cromarty throughout the medieval to post medieval period and 
it was possible to identify the presence of common oat. There was no evidence of either wild oat or the 
bristle oat within this assemblage. However it is possible that some of those caryopses described simply as 
oat could be any of these three species. The oat recovered from Cromarty would have been used to feed 
both the human population and livestock.   
 
Wheat 
Bread/club wheat is difficult to cultivate in the soil and climate conditions of Northern Scotland and this 
explains why this species had such minimal role in Cromarty throughout all three phases. Given the 
difficulties in cultivating this species it was usually reserved for the wealthy members of medieval and 
late medieval society. Similar results concerning the small role and limited economic importance of 
bread/club wheat in medieval and post medieval society have previously been noted at sites in Aberdeen 
and Perth (Robertson forthcoming, Fraser 2011;76).  
 
Rye 
Rye was sometimes cultivated alongside oat on poor land but by the end of the 18th century this species 
was no longer as popular, which may explain its minor role at Cromarty (Fraser et al 2011:76). This 
explains why rye had a marginal role in the medieval period before peaking in popularity in the late 
medieval phase before almost disappearing from use in the post medieval and industrial periods of 
Cromarty.  
 
Economically useful plants 
 
Flax 
Evidence for flax was recovered only from the medieval phase and it is probable that this species was 
cultivated on a small domestic scale, as it was not uncommon for families to produce their own cloth 
(Fraser et al 1982, 242). This species was utilised as a food source, for the production of linen, oil and 
medicine (Dickson et al 2000; 253-254). Given the small quantity of seeds recovered it is not possible to 
determine what exactly the flax from medieval Cromarty was used for.   
 
Vegetables 
Evidence of vegetables particularly within carbonised macroplant assemblages is relatively rare. This goes 
some way to explaining why the only vegetable find from Cromarty was seeds of turnip which were 
present in all three phases.  This species was among the most popular grown in Scotland as it could be 
sown irrespective of season and cultivated on a small scale in household gardens (Dickson 2000, 197). This 
species could be used to season foods such as pottage and also used as fodder for livestock (Dickson 2000; 
197). Turnip is a common find in most medieval sites in north east Scotland and has been noted in both 
Aberdeen and Perth (Robertson forthcoming, Fraser et al 2011, 76). 
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Fruit 
Fig would have to have been imported to Cromarty as a dried food source and was usually only affordable 
by the wealthy. The apples and black/thorn were probably harvested seasonally.  
 
Hazelnut shell 
Evidence for the exploitation of wild foods was recovered in the form of hazelnut shell fragments. 
Hazelnuts are easily exploited from hedgerows and woodlands and it was common for the shell to be 
recycled as a kindling material.  
 
Heather 
Part of a burnt turf with frequent inclusions of heather was recovered from a single medieval context. 
This material could have been used either as a fuel source within the oven from structure 13 or as a 
building material.  
 
Food flavouring 
Fat hen and corn spurrey were both of interest as there were large concentrations of these species within 
two medieval contexts. These large concentrations are not accidental accumulations of weed species. 
Instead these seem to represent deliberate collection of two weed species which are both edible (Fraser 
et al 1982, 243). These seeds have been used both to bulk out grain especially in time of famine and 
provide flavouring.  The use of fat hen as a possible spice or flavouring has been noted at both Elgin and 
at Cromarty walled garden (Robinson; Robertson forthcoming). At Cromarty walled garden within a kiln 
deposit there was a large number of fat hen seeds mixed in with the barley grain which appeared 
deliberate (Robertson forthcoming). The fat hen and corn spurrey were recovered from contexts with 
small quantities of cereal, turnip, flax, fig, hazel and apple. The inhabitants of these structures had a 
varied diet and it is unlikely they needed to supplement their diet with famine food.  Instead these two 
species were probably collected separately for use as an added spice or flavouring.  
 
Weed taxa 
 
Corn cockle 
Corn cockle is a crop contaminant poisonous to both humans and animals and was a common find in 
medieval and late medieval Scotland. This species was present in two medieval contexts but was absent 
from the later phases. Corn cockle was undoubtedly consumed by the medieval population as inclusions 
within flour and pottage. This would have impacted on their health as exposure to heat does not reduce 
the toxicity of the seed and repeated exposure does not increase resistance but instead results in new 
instances of food poisoning. This species was a common problem throughout medieval Scotland until 
improvements in agriculture in the 19th century (Dickson 2000; 245-246).  
 
The remaining weed taxa were scattered among the medieval, late medieval and post medieval phases 
with no evidence of selective or deliberate disposal. Given the small quantities of these weed species 
there is no evidence to suggest any of them were utilised as a food source or were deliberately collected. 
Instead these remains are a mix of agricultural contaminates introduced accidently to site as a component 
of the cereal crops or had grown on nearby waste ground before being accidently charred.  
 
Wood species 
The tree species recovered from Cromarty are all typical finds from the north of Scotland. The charcoal 
assemblage had derived from three identifiable sources; domestic fuel debris, structural elements and a 
single artefact. The dominant species throughout the medieval and late medieval phase was oak which 
was used both for building and fuel. Alder, hazel and birch were also important species throughout the 
medieval and late medieval periods which were used in both construction and fuel. The rest of the wood 
species elm, ash, holly, cherry, rowan and pine only ever had a minor role in the economy of this site 
regardless of phase.  
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Conclusion 
 
The macroplant and charcoal assemblage recovered from Cromarty is representative of the deliberate 
disposal of domestic food waste and fuel along with the destruction of stored grain, structural elements 
and at least one artefact. The structures in the medieval phase have at some stage experienced a 
catastrophic burning event which has resulted in structural elements, artefacts and grain stores burnt in 
situ. The destruction of buildings in the medieval period in Scotland was not uncommon as most were 
constructed of wood and burnt easily. The presence of a hearth/oven, a large number of burnt structural 
elements and stored grain within structure 13 strongly indicate that the conflagration may have begun in 
this locality.  
 
The population living at Cromarty had access to a wide range of resources. The economic importance of 
certain species did not vary throughout the medieval to the late medieval period. Bere barley, oats, oak, 
alder, hazel and birch were the most exploited species at Cromarty throughout its history.  This was 
dictated by environmental factors which tended to favour the successful cultivation and growth of these 
species within the landscape surrounding this town. The decreasing number of cereal caryopses recovered 
from the late medieval to the post medieval phase is probably due to the population beginning to favour 
flour rather than preparing grains within their own households. Life in medieval and late medieval 
Cromarty appears to have been relatively constant in terms of the species exploited for food, fuel, 
construction and mirrors finds from other sites in Scotland.  
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Appendix 12  THE STONE ARTEFACTS 
   Interim Report December 2016 
   Ann Clarke 

Introduction 
 
The four seasons of excavation have produced an unexpectedly large assemblage of 448 stone artefacts 
and 69 pieces of flint (Tables 1 and 2). The large numbers were unanticipated because the historic use of 
stone is generally limited to just a few tool types such as whetstones and spindle whorls which occur in 
low numbers. At Cromarty a wide range of object types are present but dominated by one form, the stone 
disc (Table 1). 
 
Stone discs 
 
These discs are quickly made by selecting whole or split cobbles and then flaking them coarsely around 
the perimeter to form a roughly circular outline. The most common form is the flat stone disc which has 
been shaped to either a sub-polygonal or sub-circular outline. The sides are abrupt and the discs have a 
flat cross-section. A less common form is the domed stone disc which has a distinctive angled edge which 
forms a sloping domed outline.  
 
Flat stone discs n=253 (Photos 1 and 2) 
 
The flat stone discs were made from tabular slabs of rock or beach cobbles. A range of rock types were 
used including both sedimentary and metamorphic rocks and these would have been available locally as 
beach cobbles.  In many cases a complete flat cobble of a suitable thickness has simply been flaked 
around the whole or part of the perimeter from one face to form an abrupt edge. Alternatively, a split 
cobble has been worked around the edge leaving one cortical face or occasionally a cobble ‘slice’ with 
cortex only around the edge was used. Flat, tabular sections of rock were also selected for use. The sub-
polygonal or sub-circular outline is determined by the coarseness of the individual flake removals.  A 
regular outline was clearly not required for these discs. 
 
A few pieces look to be unfinished and these have been called disc blanks. The presence of these may 
suggest that the discs were made where they were deposited and some were left incomplete. However, 
there have been no flakes found from the shaping of the cobbles – these will be small but recognisable if 
occurring in any quantity. The lack of such flakes from the excavations could suggest an undiscovered 
manufacturing location for the discs and that the ‘unfinished’ discs were simply undeveloped forms. 
Alternatively, there may have been no specific area for manufacturing the discs and instead they were 
made on an ad hoc basis where and when they were needed leaving a lighter scatter of flake debris that 
may not be easily recognised during excavation. 
 
Plots of the dimensions of the stone discs (Figure 1) show a general trend for a Length: Width ratio of 1:1 
indicating the intention to make a rough circular shape. The size range is wide - from 40mm to 140mm in 
length though the main group starts at 55mm and there are possible concentrations 70mm and 80mm and 
95mm suggesting some selection for pieces of these dimensions.  There is an accompanying wide range of 
weights (Figure 2) from 19g to 830g with several peaks throughout the range. Closer analysis of the 
metrical data with context and phase may aid the interpretation of these finds. 
 
Domed stone discs n=19 
 
A small number of discs are thicker than the flat stone discs and have a domed cross-section which is 
usually formed by flaking the edge at an inward angle from the base. In many cases this creates a smaller 
circumference at the top and it is possible that they were intended to shape a plug-like form.  These 
domed discs are at the larger end of the size range of the flat stone discs (Figure 1) but the narrower 
circumferences of the domed ends tend to be within the size clusters noted on Figure 1. 
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Function 
 
The use of these discs has still to be determined. At the moment I would prefer an interpretation of these 
pieces as stoppers for vessels such as pottery jars or possibly basketry or even wooden containers. The 
shape suggests a need to fill a circular gap but the irregular outline suggests that a proper seal wasn’t 
needed or else that (more likely) the stopper was used in conjunction with a soft material such as cloth or 
straw to form a more secure closure. The domed pieces have a shape suggestive of a plug indicating the 
need for a heavier stopper. The size range of the discs is wide which would suggest that a range of vessel 
shapes or sizes were used (Figure 1). Closer comparison of these dimensions with the neck diameters of 
ceramic jars may demonstrate their use with vessels (or at least apertures) of a particular size. This 
theory awaits confirmation from the results of the detailed pottery analysis.  
 
Crushers/grinders (Photos 3 and 4) 
 
These have been made in the same way as the domed discs and have a similar size range though are 
slightly larger in size. They are made from split cobbles with flaking around the perimeter from the base 
to shape a rough dome.  Their significant feature is the presence of pecking on the base of the tool. These 
wear traces come in the form of a spread of pecking which sometimes forms a concave cross-section or as 
a more localised spread concentrated within the centre of lower face. Parts of some faces may have been 
ground though this is not clear. The wear traces were produced by grasping the tool around the upper 
flaked dome surface and hammering it down upon the contact material presumably in order to crush it. 
This material (or the surface on which the crusher was being used) must have been hard enough to cause 
the pecking scars on the base of the tool.  
 
Anvils and Querns/Grinding stones  
 
The anvils (SF767 and SF768) are simply large cobbles with a dished area of coarse pecking on one face. 
The three querns/grinding stones (SF770 SF1438, photo 5) have flat faces which have been worn smooth 
out to the edge. 
 
Rotary Querns 
 
An unprecedented number of rotary querns (N=41 plus 3 or more still on site to record) have been found 
around the site. Further analysis will take place during the writing of the final report but for this interim 
it is noted that they are broadly similar in size and style. The upper stones are flat disc querns, made by 
dressing a slab of sedimentary rock, or occasionally a schist slab, on the upper and lower faces. The upper 
stone was driven with a handle slotted into an upright stick-hole c.30mm deep and 30mm in diameter. The 
metal frame for the spindle usually sat in a single pair of rhind slots, though a few, more complex 
variations are present and these will be investigated further to find out if they relate to chronology or 
specific grinding techniques. On some querns the stick hole has worn through the base showing the 
attrition of the quern arising from heavy use. Four base quern stones were found, all made from a schist 
or granite and they have a socket in which the spindle sat, but which did not go through to the base. This 
means that the spindle was essentially not pushed upwards from the base to lift the upper quern stone, 
but that a washer-type system was used, which made altered the gap between the upper and lower 
stones. Further work will consider the practicalities and decorative effects of using a sandstone quern on 
top of a silvery or light coloured metamorphic rock. 
 
Many of the querns are fragments, but some have been left complete and repositioned in highly visible 
places where they were used in hearths, floors and walls.  The final close analysis of the phasing and 
context of these querns will be an important contribution to the understanding of how social space was 
created in medieval times. 
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Cobble tools 
 
A number of cobble tools were recovered comprising mainly plain hammerstones with coarse pecking on 
one or both ends indicative of hammering. A more unusual tool (SF1361) is made of quartzite and bears 
wear traces on the edges of the cobble towards each end and this may have been used as a percussor to 
flake the stone discs. There were 36 unused cobbles, some of which are flat and circular in plan and may 
have functioned in the same way as the stone discs. 
 
Sharpening stones and Whetstones 
 
Fifteen blocks of stone bear V or U-shaped incisions made from a metal blade or chisel edge. These are 
likely to represent the maintenance of a range of woodworking tools as well as knives. On one stone 
(SF1174) these marks truncate a smoothed surface perhaps produced from grinding blades.   
There are ten whetstones or hones are made from cobbles of sedimentary rock. On one (SF1336) the lower 
flat face is slightly skewed and worn smooth with visible multi-directional striations and this wear 
continues around one rounded edge. There is also evidence for its subsequent use as a hammerstone 
leaving pecking on two edges towards one end.  Two other cobbles of a similar size bear traces of a glossy 
residue on the worn surface.  
 
A distinctive haunch hone made from schist is very similar to those from the Norse period and points to an 
early use of the site. 
 
Structural 
 
A piece of dressed sandstone hints at the presence of some decorative stonework: this architectural 
moulding is made from red sandstone which was carefully dressed to shape and probably made as part of a 
window surround [5204]. A narrow block of dressed red sandstone may have been part of an entrance as it 
has a curved worn band on one face possibly made by a door or gate being swung back and forth against it 
(1617).  
 
Two blocks of sandstone had narrow rectangular sockets made on one face. 
 
There is another piece of a dressed sandstone cobble though this has a skewed face and is not 
immediately recognisable as a structural piece (2776/6). There were two possible tile fragments. 
 
Other stone objects 
 
A larger pebble (SF1307) has a small conical hole ground into centre of one face - 6mm in diameter and c. 
5mm deep. This may be the beginnings of a perforation but the cobble is rather too large for a spindle 
whorl. Perhaps it is a marking of some sort.  
 
A socketed stone (SF 1033) has been made from an oval cobble that has been roughened by pecking over 
most of surface.  A patch of cortex remains on one face and the opposite face has a small socket pecked 
into the centre of the face. The socket is small, slightly skewed in profile and is rough inside and conical 
in cross-section. It does not appear to have been worn by drilling since there is no symmetry, smoothness 
or great size; so is possibly unlikely to be a stone socket for something like a bow drill. The socket is 
20mm wide at top and c.9mm wide at base and is c.10mm deep. 
 
A hollowed stone (SF 1175) is a fragment of a large tabular cobble on which the upper face bears a shallow 
dished profile with a rough interior.  
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Flint 
 
Sixty nine pieces of flint were recovered almost half of which was composed of small flint pebbles or 
heavily rolled chunks of up to only 40mm in length. Most of these were found in surface contexts and 
could have been brought in on seaweed manure. There were also several thick flakes and chunks of 
black/mottled grey flint with a chalky cortex which is most likely ballast or possibly imported flint. These 
chunks have been worked using a metal hammer leaving distinctive ripple marks on a pronounced bulb of 
percussion. 
 
Prehistoric use of flint is indicated by an awl and a small scraper made of honey-coloured flint. Other 
retouched or utilised pieces are less distinctive – there are five probable strike-a-lights, two gun flints of 
probable local manufacture, a possible spokeshave and an indeterminate edge retouched piece all of 
which date to medieval or post-medieval periods. 
 
The final report 
 
A range of activities were carried out using the stone artefacts including crushing, grinding, tool 
maintenance, and of course that which utilised the stone discs – most likely storage.  
 
The final report will put these tools into context on the site, looking at phasing and deposit types. The 
rotary querns will be particularly interesting both in terms of how and where they were used, as well as 
how they were redeposited in later buildings. Close contextual analysis may also clarify how the stone 
discs were used. 
 
A review of finds from excavated sites of the period from e.g. the Baltic and Flanders/France as well as 
Scotland and the UK will place Cromarty in a wider context and show how important this site is with 
regard to the use of stone in the medieval period. 

 
Table 1: Cromarty, Stone Artefacts 

 
Flat stone Discs 253 

Domed stone discs 19 

Disc blanks? 12 

  

Crushers/grinder 9 

Anvils 2 

Quern/grinding stone 3 

Grinding slab 1 

Rotary quern 41 

Rotary grinder 1 

  

Plain hammerstone 18 

Pounder 1 

Smoother? 2 

Chopper edge tool 1 

Unused cobbles 36 

  

  

Sharpening stone 15 

Whetstone and hone 10 

  

Architectural 
moulding 

1 

Dressed stone 1 

Pivot door 1 

Perforated tile? 1 

Tile? 1 

Socketed stone 2 

Slab 1 

  

Unfinished 
perforated 

3 

Perforated 2 

Spindle stone 1 

Hollowed stone 1 

?Stopper 1 

  

Natural 5 

Burnt cobbles 3 

Total 
 

448 
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Table 2: Cromarty, Flint 

 
Nodules and heavily rolled fragments 28 

Chunks 17 
Flakes 12 
Core 1 

Strike-a-lights 5 
Gun flints 2 

Scraper/spokeshave 1 
Scraper 1 

Awl 1 
Other retouch 1 

Total 69 
 
 

 
 

Figure 1 – Plots of the dimensions of the stone discs 
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Figure 2 – Weight ranges of stone discs 
 
 

 
 

Figure 3 - Dimensions of Crushers/grinders 
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Figure 4 - Flat stone discs showing outline 

 

 
Figure 5 - Flat stone discs showing edges 

 

 
Figure 6 - Base of Crushers/grinders 
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Figure 7 - Upper face of crushers/grinders 
 
 

 
Figure 8 – Querns/grinding stone 


