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16 North Erradale April 1911 

Garage and house 16 North Erradale 1920s 



Family History of Crofts 16 & 17 

 

The Mckenzie family moved to, and became tenants of, crofts 16 and 17 North Erradale in 1892.  

Prior to this the McDonald family were tenants of the crofts.  Murdo (Lad) Mckenzie and his wife 

Margaret (maiden surname Maclean) were not from Gairloch.  Murdo came from Aultbea, and 

Margaret was born in Elgin, but her family moved to Tournaig prior to 1871 where her father was a 

Sheep Manager.  Margaret’s sister Isabella married Donald Urquhart of Kernsary, who was Stalker to 

Osgood Mackenzie.    Murdo and Margaret Mckenzie previously lived in Charleston (Bakehouse and 

Shop) where Murdo ran a General Merchants store, but he was also a mail driver to Aultbea.  He got 

“fed up of the early starts, so decided to take over 2 crofts in North Erradale”.  They probably moved 

into an already existing house, previously occupied by the MacDonald family. 

Both  Nos 16 and 15 North Erradale were upgraded to 2 storey houses at around the same time in 

the 1920, probably 1924. The first picture on the cover is dated 1911 on the back, and building has 

started on the Post Office building, to the left of the house.  The house is said to have been upgraded 

one half at a time, and a room was built onto the end of the byre (which the McKenzies called the 

“room out”) where the family slept whilst the house was being rebuilt.   The house did not have a 

proper kitchen to begin with, and everything was cooked on the”Range” in the present sitting room.  

It also did not originally have an indoor bathroom, which was added in the 1930s.  A porch to the 

front door (the original front door let water in) was also added at a later stage.  In the 1901 census 

there is living at the Post Office – Margaret McKenzie 45 – Crofter’s wife – husband crofter and 

coach driver away from home, Jessie Mckenzie 18 , Alexander Mckenzie 16, Christina Mckenzie 12 

and Catherine McKenzie 8.  The Post Office was in family from when it opened around 1898 to when 

it closed in 1970s. Murdo “Lad” and his wife Margaret McKenzie ran it, and she sold groceries there 

during the war.  Their daughter Jessie took over the running of the Post Office from her parents 

when her mother’s health became to deteriorate in the early 1920s.  There was also another 

member of this family, the eldest, Norman Mckenzie, whom, when the 1901 census was taken, was 

working as a ploughman at the Manse in Gairloch.  He was appointed a postman in July 1901 on the 

Gairloch to North Erradale route, and retired in 1936 after 34 years service;  the same year he died. 

 It also says in his obituary in the Ross-shire Journal that “He was a lover of animals, horses, cattle 

and sheep.....as to their ailments and possible cures, advice which he was every ready to give.  As a 

trainer of dogs he had few equals”.  

Jessie worked initially “in service” in houses in Lenzie, Perth and Glasgow 1901 – 1915,  returning 

home to North Erradale after marrying my John Bain in Dingwall in 1921, and their eldest son, Iain,   

was born in 1922.  She had to return home to help her mother and father run the Post Office after 

her mother’s health deteriorated.   A second son, Normie, was born in 1924.   

Alexander Mckenzie travelled to Dunbartonshirein 1903 where he became a Policeman, serving in 

Dingwall, Cromarty, Lochcarron, Tain, Sheildaig, and finally Achiltibuie.  He had a large family, 10 in 

all, and tragically his wife died, aged only 42 in 1930.  Some of his family had to be “farmed out”, 

including Christine who came to live at 16 North Erradale.  Alex died in 1968 in his 84th year.   



 

Christina (Tina) Catherine McKenzie was an exceptional pupil at both Sand School and Dingwall 

Academy winning numerous prizes, including a medal for mathematics for session 1905-1906.  She 

went onto study at Aberdeen University, and Aberdeen Training centre where she gained her 

Teacher’s Certificate in 1913.  She taught in Inverinate, Bualnaluib, Scoraig, Achmelvich, and 

Achtercairn schools.  She married Colin Gunn, and lived at Birchwood at Charleston, Gairloch, where 

she died on 16 August 1955. 

 

The youngest of the family was Catherine Macdonald Mckenzie (Katie) who was the only member of 

the family who was born in North Erradale (all the rest were born at Charleston, Gairloch).  She was 

a pretty and clever girl, who liked to draw and often wrote post cards to her older sister, Tina, when 

she was in Dingwall Academy.  In a letter from J MacRae, former teacher at Sand Public School, he 

describes her as “a more lovable child to deal with”, and “in leaving Sand one of my greatest regrets 

was parting with her “.  Sadly Katie died on 2nd July 1906 of measles and pneumonia, aged only 13.   

Margaret Mckenzie died on 1st October 1929 and Murdo on 12th May 1937.  Ownership of 16 North 

Erradale passed to Jessie and John Bain.  John Bain had started a successful Motor hiring business by 

this time, which passed to Iain and Normie when my their father died on 11 November 1954.  The 

business name was then changed to John Bain & Sons, and was also a garage business.  Jessie died 

on 17 November 1973.  The ownership of the house then passed to Normie, and Iain took over and 

built a house on croft No. 17.  The house at No 16 was sold to the Hilton family in 1999.   

The McKenzie family – 16 North Erradale 

Back row L-R  Jessie, Norman, Christina 

Front row L-r  Murdo (Lad) and Margaret McKenzie 



 

                       

 

                          

 

Norman McKenzie - 

Postman (1881 – 1936) 

 

Jessie McKenzie (1882 – 1973) 

Alexander Mckenzie (1884 – 1968) 
Christina Catherine Mckenzie (1888-

1955) 



Catherine Macdonald McKenzie 

(1892-1906) 



 

Census Entries for Crofts No 16 & 17 North Erradale, Gairloch 

1841 

Name   Age Occupation Where born 

Alexander 
MacDonald 

Head Married 60 Cottar  

Isabella 
MacDonald 

Wife Married 50   

John 
MacDonald 

Son Unmarried 2   

Hector 
MacDoald 

Son Unmarried 18   

Donald 
MacDonald 

Son Unmarried 15   

Margaret 
MacDonald 

Daughter Unmarried 13   

Anne 
MacDonald 

Daughter Unmarried 10   

Jessie 
MacDonald 

Daughter Unmarried 8   

 

 

1851 

Name   Age Occupation Where born 

Isabella 
MacDonald 

Head Widow 60 Crofter 3 
Acres 

Torridon 

John 
MacDonald 

Son Unmarried 31   
Hector 
MacDonald 

Son Unmarried 28   
Margaret 
MacDonald 

Son Unmarried 26   
Donald 
MacDonald 

Son Unmarried 24   
Ann 
MacDonald 

Daughter Unmarried 23   
Janet 
MacDonald 

Daughter Unmarried 20   



Ann 
MacDonald 

Granddaughter Unmarried  9  Applecross 

1861 

Name   Age Occupation Where born 

Isabella 
MacDonald 

Head Window 72 Farmer of 8 
Acres 

Sheildaig 

John 
MacDonald 

Son Unmarried 42  Sheildaig 

Hector 
MacDonald 

Son Unmarried 38 Ag Labourer Sheildaig 

Donald 
MacDonald 

Son Unmarried 30 ?Teacher Sheildaig 

Anne 
MacDonald 

Daughter Unmarried 26  Sheildaig 

Alexander 
McLennan 

Grandchild Unmarried  6  Gairloch 

Jane 
MacDonald 

Servant Unmarried 17 Domestic 
servant 

Gairloch 

 

1871 

Name   Age Occupation Where born 

Hector 
MacDonald 

Head Unmarried 40 Fisherman Torridon 

Jessie 
MacDonald 

Sister Unmarried 35 General 
Servant 

Torridon 

Alexander 
MacDonald 

Nephew Unmarried 17 Ag Labourer Sand 

 

1881 

Name   Age Occupation Where born 

John 
MacDonald 

Head Unmarried 63 Crofter Torridon 

Hector 
MacDonald 

Brother Unmarried 60 Fisherman Torridon 

Annabella 
MacDonald 

Sister Widow 67 Crofter’s 
sister 

Torridon 

 



 

 

 

1891 

Name   Age Occupation Gaelic or   
G & E 

Where 
born 

John 
MacDonald 

Head Unmarried 76 Crofter G & E Sheildaig 

Hector 
MacDonald 

Brother Unmarried 68   G & E Sheildaig 

 

 

1901 

Name   Age Occupation Gaelic or    
G & E 

Where 
born 

Margaret 
Mackenzie 

Head Married 45 Husband 
Crofter & 
Coach 
driver 
away from 
home 

G & E Birnie, 
Morayshire 

Jessie 
Mackenzie 

Daughter Unmarried 18 Domestic 
Servant – 
worker at 
home 

G & E Gairloch 

Alexander 
Mackenzie 

Son Unmarried 16 General 
Labourer 

G & E Gairloch 

Christina 
Mackenzie 

Daughter Unmarried 12 Scholar G & E Gairloch 

Catherine 
Mackenzie 

Daughter Unmarried  8 Scholar G & E Gairloch 

 

 

 



 

1911 

 

Name   Age Occupation  Gaelic or    
G & E 

Where 
born 

Murdo 
Mackenzie 

Head Married 60 Postmaster 
& Crofter 

G & E Aultbea 

Margaret 
Mackenzie 

Wife Married 55  G & E Elgin, 
Birnie 

Norman 
Mackenzie 

Son Unmarried 29 Postman G & E Gairloch 

Jessie 
Mackenzie 

Daughter Unmarried 28  G & E Gairloch 

Catherine 
Mackenzie 

Daughter Unmarried 22 Teacher 
student 

G & E Gairloch 

 



North Erradale Memories by Kathleen Bain 

I first came to live in North Erradale after Iain and I married in 1968.  To begin 

with we lived in a mobile home which was placed in front of the byre at The 

old Post Office.  We lived there for 3 years until our house at 17 North Erradale 

was completed in 1971.  Sometimes, when the night was stormy, we would 

sleep in 16 North Erradale. 

 

 

The Post Office was still run by Iain’s mother, Jessie in 1968.  She was quite bad 

on her legs and in her late eighties.  Normie gave her a hand in the Post Office, 

as Jessie could not get a hang of the decimal currency, and she also had help 

from Peggy Macpherson, Big Sand, who came in every day to do the 

housekeeping and also to help in the Post Office.  The Post Office delivered 

telegrams, and had a telephone box for people to make calls. 

 

 Kathleen & Iain Bain in their 

mobile home, outside 16 

North Erradale. 1968        

Jessie Bain at doorway of Post 

Office North Erradale. 



 

I can remember there were 8 houses altogether in North Erradale in 1968;  6 

had people living in them and 2 were unoccupied.   

Mary Bain lived at No 1 North Erradale.  She worked in hotels during the 

summer months and came home to North Erradale to live in the Wintertime. 

Her older brother, Donald Bain, would come to visit from Midhurst.  Her older 

sister, Maggie, also came to visit often with her Granddaughters Edna and 

Olive.  Maggie and her family lived in Aberdeen, and they would come and stay 

for a number of weeks during the summertime. 

 

 

Willie and Lena Mackenzie lived at No 10 with their daughters Jeanette, Joy, 

Mairi and Helen.  Willie’s sister Johanna also lived there.  Helen and Mairi used 

to deliver milk, butter and crowdie (made from milk from their own cows) on a 

Maggie Bain (Aberdeen), Donald 

Bain (Sussex), Kathleen Bain, Edna 

Fowler (Aberdeen- Maggie’s 

Granddau ghter) and Mary Bain No 

1 North Erradale. 

Jessie Bain with baby Julia.  Christmas 

1969. 



Saturday.  They also used to take milk to Duncan and Mrs Ross and No 18, and 

would take Julia and Maureen for a walk to Jessie’s and back.  Willie worked on 

the croft, and also travelled around with sheep dip etc.  They kept cows and 

sheep and hens.   

 

 

Kenny Mackenzie (“Meleven”) lived at No 13 with his brother Alex and sister 

Mary.  They had sheep and Kenny walked around the hills with his dogs and a 

stick.  Kenny kept a boat on the shore and used to go out fishing in it in the 

good weather.  He knew all the good spots to fish.   

Cathie and Freddie lived at No 26 and their 3 children (Christine was born after 

I came here). 

Cathie Gordon lived at “Skyeview”, and later Willie “Doss” after they married.  

Sometimes Betty MacIver from Dingwall would come and stay.  Cathie had 

worked in hotels, but came home and started a boarding house and caravan 

site.   

Jessie Ross and Duncan Mackenzie lived in No 18.  Jessie was a teacher at 

Achtercairn school in Gairloch, and Duncan was an insurance agent for Pearl. 

The Bains (my mother-in-law Jessie Bain, and brother-in-law Normie Bain) lived 

at No 16 where there was a garage and Post Office.  John Bain & Sons was a 

Helen and Joy Mackenzie, 10 North 

Erradale taking Julia Bain for a walk.  

Photo taken outside 18 North 

Erradale. 



thriving business then.  Normie was the mechanic, and Iain did the accounts 

and drove the school bus to Melvaig.  The garage was a busy place, and they 

had lorries working on the Loch Maree road.  They had various drivers 

employed over the years including Bert Gordon, Dodo and Duncan Mackay.  

Lots of local people used to pop to the garage just for a chat.  There were often 

cars and lorries going in the ditch along the North Erradale road, or 

surrounding area which Iain and Normie would have to deal with, which often 

caused some excitement.   

 

 

“Oldtown” was not lived in when I first came to North Erradale, but there was 

a room where the Free Church held Prayer Meetings, and most people from 

the village came along to it.   

I can remember the school children were taken to school in a car by Duncan 

MacRae (Melvaig).  As the numbers increased, and as Iain already had the mail 

contract, he also took over school contract, which meant the business had to 

buy a bus.   

We did not have any refuse collection when I first came here, so papers had to 

be burned and rubbish, tins and bottles had to be taken to the dump at 

Poolewe (no recycling then). 

We had a few vans which came round the village which sold different types of 

food.  Mackenzie Bros, Culbokie, Kenny MacLean the butcher and lots of fish 

vans.  There were also vans selling clothes.   

I can remember 2 house fires in the village.  Cathy and Freddie’s house at No 

26, and Kenny Meleven’s at No 13.  Both houses were rebuilt later. 

Normie and Iain Bain.  John Bain 

& Sons. 



After our house was built, many other houses started going up in the village, 

and now there are 22 houses in total, some of which are holiday lets. 

Dr MacLean was the one and only Doctor who served the Gairloch area with a 

small, often crowded waiting area and surgery at Achtercairn.  His wife acted 

as receptionist.  Now there is a new Health Centre in Gairloch with plenty of 

room and 4 doctors. 

If we wanted any special clothes or furniture it would mean a trip to Inverness, 

mostly on single track road.  We would visit F A Camerons or Camerons on 

Church Street.  There was no Eastgate Centre and no Kessock Bridge, so we 

would have to go by Muir of Ord and Beauly, which would mean a long day. 

 

 

 

 


