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Artefact type: 
Assemblage 

Period/Culture: 
medieval/post-medieval 

Date: 
12th-17th 
centuries  

 

Findspot (Private): Fload Farm,  
Ospisdale 

NGR: NH71 89 

Place (Public): Clashmore Local Authority: Highland 

Method of discovery: archaeological intervention/chance/metal-detecting 
(Highlight as bold) 
Artefact(s) description: 
 
An assemblage of metal detector finds from the area around Ospidale. These 
comprise a group of medieval and later finds and can be compared to the larger 
assemblage found several years ago around Dornoch as many of the objects are of 
the same type and age. 
 
1. A substantial cast copper alloy buckle with the terminals of the strap bar depicted as 
the heads of biting beasts. These are of a type increasingly being recognized as a 
significant transitional type between the Early Historic period and the medieval proper 
and appear to date from c.1150 into the 13th century.  13x9mm [NH 71 89] 
 
2. A copper alloy annular brooch of medieval type decorated on the front with a series 
of triangles and engraving. This style of decoration is known from brooches in the 
Moray Firth and Easter Ross area and so this example fits well into this wider group. 
However the method of construction is highly unusual, and the brooch has been made 
by twisting and compressing a thin sheet around a larger core of metal. This highly 
unusual way of making brooches can be paralleled by a small group from the same 
area, and it is likely that it represents the output of a single workshop. Diameter 55mm. 
[NH71613 89298] 
 
3. Copper alloy pin from an annular brooch; this is the type of pin commonly used on 
brooches of the 15th-17th century. Length 79mm [NH 71 89] 
 
4. Copper alloy pin with a flat circular head; although this type does not conform to the 
known types of the Early Historic period in Scotland (and Ireland) dress pins continue 
into the medieval period and this might be an unusual form. Length 51mm [NH 70 88] 
 
5. A lead alloy button cast in a three piece mould- the majority of these can be dated to 
the 17th century although this example in being smaller and having a rounded profile 
and central boss resembles 16th century types. Diameter 14mm [NH 70 88] 
 
6. A piece of silver casting debris; this might usefully be compared to the nearby find of 
a silver ingot (claimed as 78/13) although the undiagnostic form means that a precise 
date is difficult to ascertain. Weight 1.9g [NH 70 88] 
 
7. A small copper alloy ingot of undiagnostic form. 58x8mm Weight 8.7g 
 



8. Copper alloy cup weight from a set of nested weights; this example has a fleur-de-
lis tamped on the bottom (the troy ounce standard for precious metal) and is likely 
therefore to have come from a set made in Nuremberg. Similar finds have been made 
in many east coast burghs, in particular Fortrose. Weight 12.7g [NH 71 89] 
 
9. A crude lead alloy spindle whorl, of probable medieval date; this has been made in 
an open face mould and the upper surface (that in the mould) is decorated with 
unevenly applied pellets. Diameter 29mm [NH 71 89] 
 
10. Another, of similar design and date but undecorated. Diameter 30mm. [NH 71 89] 
 
11. A strip of copper alloy wire, curled form each end and with a central attachment for 
fitting to a metal shaft. Function unknown but homemade objects like this are typical 
from the larger middening assemblage form locations like Dornoch. [NH 70 88] 
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