
COTT.18/04 -131 Medieval and later objects found at Fortrose  

 

Personal Adornment 

Brooches 

 

1. A copper alloy annular brooch, made from thin sheet metal. The brooch is complete 

but separated at the pin rebate and bent into an S shape. The front of the brooch bears 

the decoration of a triangle with a central dividing line set every 90º. The brooch has 

been designed to have a double thickness of metal at the pin rebate (i.e. both terminals 

of the brooch have an identical rebate). Length 47mm 

 

2. A fragment of a copper alloy annular brooch, made by casting. The brooch is 

decorated with a triangle divided by a central line every 90º. These triangles are 

joined by lines in such a way that when complete, they would have formed the corners 

of a square set within the circle of the brooch. The remainder of the face is filled with 

a series of parallel engraved lines. Surviving diameter 30.5mm, Thickness 2mm 

 

3. A fragment of a cast annular brooch; the face of the brooch is divided by a number 

of irregularly spaced punched depressions, the fields in between filled by engraved 

parallel lines. Surviving diameter 34mm, thickness 2-3mm 

 

4. A fragment of a large copper alloy annular brooch with the remains of triangular 

decoration. Length 36mm, Width 12mm, Thickness 1mm 

 

5. A fragment of annular brooch, made by folding and hammering over a piece of 

sheet metal. The brooch shows the remains of triangular decoration. Diameter 

27.5mm 

 

6. A fragment of sheet metal annular brooch; there is no apparent decoration. 

34x6.5mm, 1mm thick. 

 

7. A fragment of cast annular brooch with no apparent decoration; 32x7mm, 1.5mm 

thick 

 

8&9. Two fragments of a sheet metal octagonal brooch which join together. The 

brooch is decorated with a series of engraved triangles. Diameter (when joined) 

35mm 

 

10. A cast copper alloy pin for an annular brooch. Although corrode, the pin appears 

to be decorated with a single  line 1/3 from the tip. Length 48.5mm 

 

11. A pin for an annular brooch, made by compressing and hammering sheet metal. 

Length 77.5mm 

 

12. A fragment of a tinned copper alloy heart brooch. The brooch has been cast and is 

rather crude in execution, contrastingly markedly with the more refined pieces of the 

late 18
th

 and 19
th

 centuries. The top of the brooch is decorated with what appears to be 

a highly schematic crown. 39x16mm 

 

 



Pins and Finger Rings 

 

13. A large copper alloy pin, bent at right angles about 1/3 from the tip. The pin has 

an integrally cast polygonal head and there does not appear to have been any 

decoration upon it. Based on excavated parallels, such pins appear to be of 14-15
th

 

century date although it may be safer to give it a more generic medieval dating. 

Length (bent) 86.5mm 

 

14. A fragment of copper alloy ring, comprising the bezel and a small piece of the 

hoop either side. The  bezel is now empty, but was presumably intended to hold a 

stone as there remains a whitish calcareous substance, presumably the remains of 

paste. Although base metal, the ring most resembles the ‘pie dish’ bezel rings of 13
th

 

to 14
th

 century date, especially so in  the plain shoulders with which the hoop 

terminates at the bezel. 19x11mm 

 

15. A base metal finger ring with a separate bezel soldered on. Although now 

damaged this latter appears to show a floral or geometric device. This resembles some 

of the base metal rings recovered from medieval excavations although equally so it 

could be later. 

 

Harness Pendants 

 

16. A medieval copper alloy harness pendant consisting of an central cruciform which 

swings free in an surrounding openwork frame. The pendant is intact and still 

articulates but the frame is broken at one point. The pendant retains traces of tinning 

on both the frame and central cross. 40x57.5mm 

 

17. A medieval copper alloy harness pendant bearing traces of gilding. The pendant is 

rhomboid and bears three fields decorated with punched circles and two plain fields 

separating these. The hanging end terminates as a series of knops. This style of 

harness pendant has been dated to the 13
th

 century and it has been suggested (by 

David Hinton) that they are intended to resemble a scallop shell. 55.5x40.5mm 

 

18. A fragment of an openwork copper alloy harness pendant. May be post-medieval. 

29.5x34mm 

 

Strap Fittings and Belt Mounts 
 

19-21. Three tinned copper alloy belt mounts; although none are identical all are of 

the same pattern, being elongated triangles with scalloped sides or ends. Lengths 24.5, 

25 and 21mm. 

 

22. A tinned copper alloy belt mount in the shape of an openwork diamond. 

19.5x11mm 

 

23. A sexfoil copper alloy belt mount, now missing one of the projections. The central 

boss is decorated with a central six petal flower. Diameter 22mm 

 

24. A tinned copper alloy belt mount in the shape of a five petal flower. The mount 

has two rivet holes with one rivet still extant. 20x20mm 



 

25. A copper alloy belt mount with trefoil terminals, one of which is broken. Length 

26mm 

 

26&27. Two copper alloy trapezoidal strap loops of 14
th

 century date. 13x11.5mm 

and 14x11.5m respectively.  

 

28. A tinned copper alloy strap fixing with an aperture to secure a strap at one end and 

a fixing lug at the other. The main body of the piece consists of an openwork heart 

motif. 25x18.5mm 

 

29. A fragment of a tinned copper alloy openwork strap end or mount. Length 21mm 

 

30. A copper alloy fitting or mount cut from sheet metal and with engraved vegetal 

decoration upon the face. 29.5x19.5mm 

 

31. A strap end made from a single piece of folded sheet copper alloy. There is no 

decoration. Length 46.5mm 

 

32. Plate for a strap end buckle, made from a piece of folded over copper alloy. The 

plate is decorated on the front face with a single engraved line around the edges. 

Length 20.5mm 

 

33. A broken locking buckle, missing the locking arm but otherwise intact and 

articulating. 14-15
th

 centuries. 26x20.5mm 

 

34. A copper alloy swan headed belt clasp. These are known from the Tudor period 

but seem to have also enjoyed a revival for Naval officers in the early 19
th

 century. 

Length 31.5mm 

 

35-52. A variety of lead spindle whorls or weights. These vary greatly in size and 

weight and some are clearly home-made while others are of better quality. Most are 

plain although some are decorated in a rudimentary manner. The most interesting is 

decorated on both sides, engraved after casting. One side shows three cartoon like 

human faces -one now indistinct- while the other appears to show a rose or similar 

flower centred upon the central hole. 

 

53-56. Four lead steelyard weights of various size and weights. The weights vary 

greatly in quality of manufacture.  

 

57-80. 24 writing leads of various forms. As with other examples no two leads are 

alike and some are so odd to the modern eye that it seems likely they were customised 

by a particular user for a specific task. Method of production varies, some are clearly 

cast and made specifically for that purpose while others seem to be more ad hoc 

devices made by compressing lead or cutting sheet metal. At least one (57) seems to 

have been made in a one-piece open face mould. Around five are double ended as 

noted in the Winchester excavations, having one pointed and one broad tip; others 

vary between either a pointed or broad tip. 

 



81. A lead cloth seal; both sides are now illegible but one seems to bear a shield and a 

star within 

 

82-94. 13 lead bag seals, being British, Russian, Dutch in origin. 

 

Miscellaneous Finds 

 

95-96. Two crude home made lead alloy buttons or hem weights. 

 

97. A lead powder cap from a 17
th

 century powder holder. Damaged and in poor 

condition. 

 

98. A lead gaming piece, rhomboid in shape and with a cross scratched into the 

surface. 27x26mm 

 

99. A small copper alloy seal matrix of late 16th to 17
th

 century date. The seal has a 

trilobe handle which is broken at the top. Otherwise, the seal is in good condition and 

the face is exceptionally clear, showing three groups of what appears to be ermine 

(i.e. the heraldic symbol) separated into two fields by a chevron. Height 19mm, 

15x16.5mm 

 

100. The handle and top of a copper alloy apostle spoon, the handle having an oval 

profile. The figure at the top is damaged but appears to be a Virgin and child. The 

shaft of the spoon is tinned, presumably with the intention of giving the spoon the 

same overall appearance as the more expensive silver spoons with gilded figures. 16-

17
th

 century in date? Length 67.5mm 

 

101. A small medieval copper alloy key with a hollow stem tip. The key has been 

rolled from sheet metal with the bit rolled as one with the stem. On the basis of size 

this example would have been used for a casket or mounted padlock. Length 37.5mm 

 

102. A lace tag made from sheet copper alloy. Unusually, the tag has been rolled to 

produce a sharp pointed tip. Length 43.5mm 

 

103. Book clasp made from sheet copper alloy. Although the book clasp is 

undecorated it is still attached to the plate which would have anchored it to the book 

itself. This latter  is decorated and terminates in a trefoil knop. 

 

104. A copper alloy Jews harp with both arms missing; 18
th

 century in date. Surviving 

length 33.5mm 

 

105. A brass trigger guard, in style and form from an 18
th

 century pistol. The guard 

has been engraved with a rose or similar flower, most probably a rebus (punning 

reference) to the name of either the owner or maker. 

 

106. A small fragment of decorative metalwork, cast in copper alloy and bearing 

traces of tinning. Length 25mm 

 

107. A fragment of copper alloy metalwork. Originally circular, it has a central 

punched circle surrounded by a series of smaller circles. The original function is 



unclear but it may have been a suspensory pendant or decorative mount. Diameter 

41mm 

 

108. A thick disc of copper alloy. One side has been struck of centre with a punch in 

the shape of a Maltese cross before being folded over. Diameter 27.5mm, thickness 

2mm 

 

109-120. Twelve copper alloy vessel fragments, presumably mainly of 14
th

 to 17
th

  

century date. Eleven are body sherds although there is one possible spout or hollow 

casting. The majority of pieces are relatively thin which would suggest domestic or 

household use rather than cooking functions although there is one thicker cast piece 

with a heavy rim. Some of the pieces show evidence of having been finished on a 

lather in a similar manner to the cup weight sets of the period. 

 

121-123. Three cast copper alloy legs from vessels of 14
th

 to 17
th

 century date. Two 

are relatively small and are in the same style of a three-sided stylised leg. The third 

leg is of a considerably more substantial construction and shows evidence of a repair 

to the bottom section. Cooking pots frequently suffered damage and ablation to the 

legs through long exposure to fire and in this case a clay mould has been formed 

around the damaged portion and molten metal poured in to reconstitute the missing 

section. This method forgoes the need to shape and fit a replacement section as well 

as the need to braze it to the leg. Given the functional nature of the vessel little effort 

has been made to disguise the join; the casting sprue can still be clearly seen as the 

terminus of the leg.  

 

124. Fragment of a handle of a medieval green glaze pot or jug. 

 

125-127. Three pieces of copper alloy refining/casting waste. 

 


