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A Prehistoric - 19th century assemblage 
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Yes 

Findspot: Home Farm, Portree 
 

NGR: NS 3160 8125 

Nearest town/village: Skye Local Authority: Highland 

Director/finder: Paul Masser 

Unit: Headland Archaeology Ltd 

Contact name: Liz Jones 

Contact telephone: 01314 677820 

Contact email: liz@headlandarchaeology.com 

Total number of boxes in assemblage: 2 boxes 

Assemblage description: 
Archaeological investigations were carried out by Headland Archaeology on 
behalf of Highland Council following a previous evaluation by CFA 
Archaeology. CFA Archaeology identified archaeological remains in three 
areas of the site.  
 
Two 18th century outbuildings were identified which yielded slate fragments, 
glass and ceramics. Postholes to the west of structure H indicate that there 
was an oval building. Sherds of plain handmade pottery were recovered as 
well as charcoal deposits and six flint flakes. They are small and are not 
indigenous to the area.  Structure H is believed to have been a corn-drying 
kiln with a small kiln barn. Sherds of handmade ‘craggan’ pottery and a 
leaded bronze object were recovered suggesting that the buildings were in 
use over an extended period of time. A thumbed base sherd of medieval 
redware (13th – 14th century) was found on the topsoil of Structure H. It was 
most likely produced in West or North Scotland.  
 
Whilst evidence for a Prehistoric settlement was present, the majority of the 
structures identified were post-Medieval and preceded the Home Farm’s 
establishment. There was medieval activity but due to the lack of finds from 
this period it is likely that there was not a medieval settlement on the site. The 
second phase of occupation is dated to the 18th-20th centuries, supported by 
the recovery of a number of domestic finds such as a horseshoe, six clay pipe 
stems, a cast iron pot, slate, slag, a whetstone, burnt animal bone, glass 
stems and green glass wine bottles.  
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