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Artefact type:  
Brooch 
 

Period/Culture:  
Medieval 

Date:   
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Findspot (Private):  NGR: NH 55 54 

Place (Public): Conon Bridge Local Authority: Highland 

Method of discovery: archaeological intervention/chance/metal-detecting 
(Highlight as bold) 
Artefact(s) description: 
 
A copper alloy annular brooch dating to the medieval period. 
 
The object is substantially worn with a bright green patina. The object is 
without its pin but otherwise intact. The attachment rod for the original pin 
shows signs of iron corrosion which suggests the brooch may have had a 
copper alloy frame with an iron pin. The frame is sub-rectangular in section. 
 
One side of the frame is undecorated. The other side has three visible 
grooves incised at irregular intervals which radiate from the inner to outer 
edges of the frame. One groove is set directly opposite the attachment rod 
and may have been designed to receive the end of the pin. In between each 
groove there appears to be some decoration, although the exact nature of it is 
difficult to determine. There seems to be incised linear decoration but the 
question may be raised as to whether this is in fact lettering, allowing the 
irregularity of the three grooves to act as stops between words. Unfortunately 
the state of preservation of this object denies any further identification of the 
decoration; the lack of visible curved lines would suggest that it is, in fact, 
simple linear decoration rather than lettering. 
 
Similar brooches have previously been recorded by the Treasure Trove Unit. 
This example is particularly comparable to COTT 219/16 (Whitebridge, 
Highland), which has been associated with a large group of brooches from 
areas such as Dornoch and Fortrose. There appears to be a regional 
preference in this area for wide, flat frames with incised decoration. COTT 
74/18 falls into the same geographical region and may be considered within 
this larger group. 
 
Diameter: 41mm, Thickness: 3mm, Weight: 14.1g 
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