
Brooches 

 

1. Small medieval annular brooch made from thin copper alloy sheet. Complete and with 

pin still articulating. The brooch is of octagonal shape with concave scalloped sides and 

is engraved with a series of lozenges spaced regularly around the face. Diameter 31mm at 

widest point. 

 

2. Medieval copper alloy annular brooch. The brooch is 2/3 complete and bears 

decoration of regularly spaced sets of parallel banding, the space between these filled 

with a series of engraved lines. Diameter 31mm 

 

3. Medieval copper alloy annular brooch made from thin sheet metal. The brooch face is 

decorated with a pattern of regularly spaced triangles filled with incised lines which 

radiate from the central hole. This motif is well known from other brooches from the 

Highlands. Fragmentary condition, half the brooch remains; diameter 34mm 

 

4&5. Two small fragments of annular brooch with engraved banding upon the face; 

although recovered separately the fragments join together and are originally from a 

brooch of octagonal form. 

 

6. Fragment of annular brooch; it bears the same style of decoration as 3 but is of a larger 

type. 37mm length 

 

7 & 8. Two small fragments of annular brooch 

 

9. Copper alloy Luckenbooth brooch, complete and with pin still articulating. The crown 

at the top appears more like a thistle and is decorated with hatching; in this and in overall 

appearance the brooch is very similar to COTT.142/99, a brooch from Avoch, Cromarty. 

45mm length 

 

10. Copper alloy pin from a Highland Brooch; the pin is wholly in keeping with many 

other examples and has three ridges of decoration on each side of the lozenge shaped 

head, a common decorative feature. The pin is distorted and part of the head is missing. 

Length 102mm 

 

11. Copper alloy pin from a medieval annular brooch. Length 46mm 

 

Seal Matrices 

 

12. Copper alloy seal matrix with an openwork handle; of 18
th

 century form. The matrix 

face is corroded but is still legible; the initials ‘WI’ set around a plant or tree. There is 

some traces of a legend –now illegible- around the top half of the seal perimeter. Length 

31mm; matrix face 21x19mm 

 



13. A small copper alloy seal matrix with an openwork trilobate handle; of 17
th

 century 

type. The face is corroded but bears the device of a three masted sailing ship. Length 

27mm; matrix face 15x14mm 

 

14. Lead alloy seal matrix with missing handle. The central device is shield shaped and at 

the bottom there is what appears to be a sheaf of arrows. The rest of the device is not 

legible and the face of the matrix is cracked, obscuring the remains of the legend. Matrix 

face 31mm diameter.  

 

15. Small copper alloy fob seal of Georgian type; the shank is urn shaped and the seal is 

broken at the suspension loop. The matrix itself is no longer legible. Length 20mm 

 

Architectural and Structural 

 

16. Crude lead nail or fastener. These are known from use as roofing nails as the 

properties of expansion into wood outweighed the soft nature of the material. 

 

Knife Pommels 
 

17-20. Four cast copper alloy knife pommels of the two-pronged type known from many 

sites in the Highlands and Fife. 16-18mm in width 

 

21. Cast copper alloy knife pommel with a central open hole. A portion of the blade and 

tang remains in the fitting. Width 15mm 

 

all mid 15
th

 to mid 16
th

 century 

 

Book Clasps 

 

22.  A large substantial copper alloy book clasp with the backplate still attached. The 

hinged end has a decorative scalloped edge which has been engraved to resemble 

feathers. The hooked end has decorative banding and lines and the central rivet hole has 

been demarcated by ring and dot decoration. The clasp decoration can be paralleled on a 

wider European basis including examples from Amsterdam (17
th

 century), Winchester 

(15
th

 to 16
th

 century) and several Spanish colonial sites in the Caribbean. Length 73mm, 

width 17mm 

 

23. A smaller bookclasp with identical decoration to that above. Fragmentary at the 

scalloped edge but with attached backplate. Length 46mm, width 11mm 

 

24-27. Four small copper alloy book clasps, undecorated; lengths 43, 39, 36 and 27mm 

 

Spindle Whorls and Weights 

 

28-43. A total of 15 pierced lead weights were recovered. The majority of these are 

crudely made and were cast in open moulds or made by shaping or compressing lead; 



most are broadly circular but one is triangular with an offset hole. Although the majority 

of these are suitable for use as spindle whorls only two are definitely for this use; one a 

classical bi-conical whorl with raised decoration on the surfaces and another smaller 

whorl with decoration on one surface only. 

 

Steelyard Weights 

 

44-52. A selection of steelyard weights ranging from well made cast examples to crude  

home made examples. Types vary from having cast in suspension loops, cast in iron wire 

or simply a hole drilled through the main body. Judging from patina, the alloys used vary 

from pure lead to lead tin alloys. Examples range in weight from c.20grams to 

c.170grams 

 

Weights 

 

53. Lid from a nest of cup weights; the lid is in fragmentary condition and bears the mark 

‘AOGL’ set in a square cartouche. Diameter 40mm 

 

54. Lid from a nest of cup weights; the lid is marked either side of the central beam with 

respectively, a bow and arrow, nocked and drawn and a fleur-de-lis. Diameter 34mm 

 

55. Fragment of a nest weight; the base has been stamped with the mark of a fleur-de-lis 

 

56. Nest weight in complete condition; base has been stamped with the mark of a fleur-

de-lis. Weight 27.1gm 

 

57. Nest weight in fragmentary condition. 

 

58. Small nest weight; weight 3.2gm, diameter 15mm 

 

59. Small nest weight, complete except for a hole corroded through the bottom. Weight 

3.2gms, diameter 17mm 

 

60 & 61. Two crudely cast lead alloy discs; weight 16.9 and 18.3 grams respectively.  

 

62. Small fragment of hinge; intended for connecting the main body of the nest weight to 

the lid 

 

63. Fragment of a connecting bar from the main container of a set of nest weights. The 

bar terminates in the head of a creature. 

 

64. Small copper alloy weight bearing a crown and the letters ‘ER’. Modern 

 

Writing Leads 

A total of 27 possible writing leads were recovered. The most useful classification is that 

of Biddle and Brown (1990) which draws a functional distinction between those leads 



with pointed ends and those with chisel like ends, the former being used much like a 

modern pencil and the latter used for those tasks which a carpenter’s pencil is used for 

today. In spite of their identical function these leads vary widely from each other. Some 

are long enough to have been held like a pencil while others could only have been 

pinched between thumb and forefinger. This was presumably a deliberate design on the 

part of the maker to allow precise application. In terms of the functional classification six 

were left unclassified, one because it appears to be of slate or graphite and the others due 

to the tips being missing. Of the remainder 5 were classified as having pointed tips 

suitable for writing, 4 of these being long enough to use in the manner of a pencil and 3 

being circular in profile. The remainder (16) had chisel tips but were so widely different 

in form and profile to suggest an intentional customisation for specific tasks or to meet 

the requirements of specific users. In addition 8 of these 16 are very short in length, 

suitable for holding between thumb and finger. The size and profile of the writing 

surfaces vary widely and one example has been twisted longitudinally to give it a ‘barley 

twist’ profile, presumably for ergonomic reasons, while another has a wide flat surface at 

the suspension loop end. Of these latter leads 4 have pierced suspension holes while none 

of the pointed leads do. This again would suggest their use as artificers’ tools as the 

usefulness of such a ‘hands free’ method is obvious in such work.  

 

65-80 Chisel tipped leads; these can clearly be divided into two categories, those 

averaging 3 to 4 cm in length –eight in number- and those around 6 cm in length. The 

two groups are quite distinct and there are no intermediate sizes. The majority are square 

in profile. 

 

81-85 Pointed leads; with the exception of a single 3 cm example the others average 6 cm 

in length. 

 

86-92 Unclassified  

 

Bag and Bale Seals 
 

93-97. Five Russian bale seals; three have visible dates, being 1775, 1777 and 1808 

respectively. 

 

98-105. Eight bag and bale seals from British and European sources; including two from 

Henry Tate and Sons Liverpool and one from Peterson of Wakefield. 

 

Buckles and Fasteners 
 

106. Small copper alloy asymmetrical buckle, heavily tinned; a pair of knops set to the 

outside of the rounded loop while the rear of the rectangular loop has a scalloped edge. 

24x19mm. 17
th

 century 

 

107. As above, but broken at the strap bar so only the rectangular loop remains. Width 

19mm 

 



108. As above, but broken at the strap bar so only the rectangular loop remains. Width 

19mm 

 

109. Large copper alloy asymmetrical looped buckle. 34x23mm, 17
th

 century 

 

110. Large copper alloy asymmetrical looped buckle, broken. 32x23mm, 17
th

 century 

 

111. Small copper alloy double loop trapezoidal buckle with scalloped end. Broken at the 

buckle bar. 20x21mm, 17
th

 century 

 

112. Fragment of a large copper alloy double loop trapezoidal buckle with pointed end 

and knop above strap bar, 32x29mm. 17
th

 century 

 

113. Fragment of a copper alloy double looped buckle with a trilobed moulding on the 

end. c.1550-1650, 23x27mm.  

 

114. Copper alloy rectangular double looped buckle, intact although bent and with pin 

still articulating. Most likely 17
th

 century. Width 21mm 

 

115. Copper alloy rectangular double looped buckle, intact and with pin still present. 

Most likely 17
th

 century. 36x28mm 

 

116. Copper alloy rectangular double looped buckle, broken at strap bar. Most likely 17
th

 

century. 23x26mm 

 

117. Copper alloy rectangular double looped buckle with decorative outside frame, 

broken. 26x26mm, 17
th

 century 

 

118. Fragmentary copper alloy double loop trapezoidal buckle with ornate openwork 

frame. 17
th

 century, 36x32mm 

 

119. Copper alloy double loop shoe buckle with ornate moulded frame  with the remains 

of an open loop chape still attached; the latter would date the buckle to 1690-1720. 

33x26mm 

 

120. Open loop chape with single spike for shoe buckle; 1690-1720. 28x25mm 

 

121. Copper alloy anchor chape for shoe buckle with trefoil knopped head, second half of 

the 17
th

 century. Length 30mm 

 

122. Large copper alloy baldric buckle, 17
th

 century. 70x52mm 

 

123. Copper alloy single loop buckle with splayed leading edge and recessed bar; 1500-

1650. 23x30mm 

 

124. As above, 25x28mm 



 

125. As above, 22x24mm 

 

126. Small copper alloy double looped buckle, most probably medieval. 18x24mm 

 

127. End fragment of a buckle with an integral plate, most likely a spur buckle; 13
th

 to 

14
th

 centuries. 17x22mm 

 

128. D shaped single loop buckle from a strap end buckle plate; 13
th

 to 15
th

 centuries. 

14x19mm 

 

129. Copper alloy buckle plate from a strap end buckle. The plate has been made from a 

single piece of sheet metal and is secured by two rivets at the end. The front of the plate 

has been engraved with a series of linked diamond shapes. 1350-1450.  

 

130. Copper alloy buckle plate from a strap end buckle; the plate is oval in shape and is 

decorated with a scalloped edge and raised dimples, all made by striking from the rear 

with a punch. The plate was secured by a single large rivet through the centre. 1350-

1450. 11x33mm 

 

131. Copper alloy buckle pin; judging by length and proportions this was intended for a 

double loop buckle. Late medieval to 17
th

 century. Length 25mm 

 

132. Hooked tag fastener made from sheet copper alloy and retaining another piece of 

copper alloy riveted into the central hole. Most likely a spur or sword belt fastener and 

medieval to early post-medieval. 21x30mm 

 

133. A substantial cast copper alloy hooked tag fastener. Two rivet holes are set into the 

main body of the tag, most likely age and function as 132. 20x40mm 

 

Mounts and Fittings 

 

134. Copper alloy belt mount with two fixing lugs on the rear, quatrefoil with projections; 

the latter shape is common with medieval harness pendants and heraldic mounts. c.15
th

 

century, 23mm 

 

135. Small copper alloy quatrefoil belt mount intended either as a flower or a Maltese 

cross, two fixing lugs to the rear. Medieval, 12mm diameter 

 

136. Medieval copper alloy bar shaped belt mount with scalloped edges and two 

projecting lugs to the rear. Length 26mm 

 

137. Medieval copper alloy bar shaped belt mount with scalloped edges; the ends 

terminates as triangular three-frond leaves. The two lugs are still fixed in leather. Length 

20mm 

 



138. Medieval copper alloy belt mount perhaps intended to imitate a sword or dagger. 

The mount still bears traces of tinning and has two fixing lugs on the rear. Length 26mm 

 

139. Medieval copper alloy sexfoil floral belt mount. The lines segmenting the petals has 

been crudely engraved onto the face. Diameter 20mm 

 

140. Small square copper alloy mount with a suspension bar drilled for attachment. There 

is engraving on the face but no overall design is legible due to corrosion. Overall length 

20mm, dimensions of square 10mm 

 

141. Large copper alloy sexfoil floral mount; the floral segments are engraved upon the 

face and the mount has been struck from the rear to give a domed profile. Two fixing lugs 

to the rear. Diameter 37mm 

 

142. Small copper alloy mount or belt fitting. The mount consists of two thin pieces of 

sheet riveted together then cut to form a frond like finial; medieval. 29x6mm 

 

143. A scalloped terminal somewhat reminiscent of a book clasp riveted at right angles to 

a length of copper alloy sheet although it is unclear if the current positions are those 

originally intended. Object retains traces of heavy gilding. Most probably medieval 

although the exact function is unclear. Length 52mm 

 

144. Copper alloy lace tag, medieval. Length 42mm 

 

145. Copper alloy terminal with head drilled to take another –still extant- piece of metal. 

Exact function unclear but probably medieval and possibly a purse bar. Small flecks of 

gilding remain. Length 39mm, diameter 6mm 

 

146. Copper alloy knop in the shape of an acorn attached to remains of a curved bar. 

Possible medieval purse bar. Length 30mm 

 

147. Fragment of mount or plaque; a hatched border containing flowing engraved lines. 

Most probably medieval and from a casket or similar. A single rivet hole remains. Length 

42mm 

 

148. A small crudely cast bronze ring with a thick circular profile; a number of both 

functional and decorative uses suggest themselves. Outer diameter 20mm, thickness of 

profile 3-3.5mm 

 

149. Fragment of a decorative mount with a pattern of symmetrical engraving on the 

front. The mount is in a vegetal style and has one visible suspension hole. Width 31mm 

 

150. Copper alloy mount in the shape of an inverted fleur-de-lis. On suspension hole at 

the top. Remaining length 21mm 

 



151. Copper alloy mount fitting or hinge; ends in an inverted trefoil knop and has an 

openwork heart at the centre. Post-medieval, length 30mm 

 

Miscellaneous; Diagnostic and Dateable Objects 

 

152. Medal commemorating the election of William IV of Orange as Stadtholder of the 

United Provinces. This occurred in 1747 and this medal was struck the same year 

(Medallic Illustrations of Great Britain Vol.2, No.323). It is a mass market item as would 

be expected of  a piece which has obvious political resonance a year after the final 

Jacobite defeat yet its recovery in the Highlands is an interesting comment on political 

loyalties in a part of the country perceived as a Jacobite stronghold. The medal is made of 

thin brass and is broken around the edges. 

 

153. Lead powder cap from a 17
th

 century musketeer’s equipment. These were used to 

both seal the wooden powder holders and to attach them to the bandolier worn across the 

chest. Height 18mm 

 

154. Crudely made copper alloy thimble or sewing ring (has on open top). The thimble is 

made from a strip of copper alloy sheet and does not appear to have been joined by 

brazing. The holes have been applied singly by hand punching. Given the latter this 

thimble is almost certainly medieval although the basic nature might suggest a later home 

made origin. Height 20mm 

 

155. 17
th

 century bridle boss from a set of curb bits. The boss has a central openwork 

fleur-de-lis in a ropework border and this and the other decorative features are common 

on bosses from this period. Some projections are missing, otherwise complete. Diameter 

62mm 

 

156. Furnace base, broken around edges but substantially complete; there are green 

orange and red inclusions. Diameter 37mm 

 

157. Small copper alloy padlock of 18
th

 century type. In common with most of these 

types the main body has been cast as one piece and the face snapped into place by a 

mortise join each side of the face. Aside from the missing key cover and iron hasp the 

padlock is intact. The padlock is very well made but bears no maker’s marks or 

decoration. Diameter 31mm 

 

158. Small copper alloy padlock of 18
th

 century type. The padlock has been designed so 

the front and rear are identical, the swinging keyhole cover is identical to the rear median 

rib and both faces have a single punched ring and dot set to either side. The padlock is 

complete except for the iron hasp. Diameter 24mm 

 

159. Front face of a padlock of 18
th

 to early 19
th

 century type. Made from copper alloy 

and retains the swinging keyhole cover. Height 31mm 

 

 



 

160. Copper alloy spur rowel with traces of gilding and decorative banding along the 

length of each arm. Originally 5 pointed, one arm is now missing. Rowel has been cast 

and is quite a substantial piece and most probably medieval. 41mm tip to tip and 3mm 

thick. 

 

161. Fragment of a small, short necked rowel spur, made presumably for a child. Copper 

alloy and medieval or later. 

 

162. Medieval lead alloy ecclesiastical or pilgrimage item. Now crushed and broken the 

piece would have originally had three identical triangular panels of decoration set 

together in a three-sided profile. The panels themselves show Romanesque church 

architecture (three tiers of windows) and the object was doubtless intended to signify a 

church spire. The piece terminates just below the bottom row of windows in a beaded 

border. No parallels have been found but it is most likely that the piece is either an 

elaborate pilgrims bell (the top of the spire is pierced) or part of some form of cheap 

pilgrim’s shrine. An exact dating is difficult but in terms of the casting technology 

necessary, the use of an inner core and overlapping outer matrix as opposed to a simple 

two piece mould is the same as used for the openwork lead alloy shell containers of the 

14
th

 century, although the use of an architectural representation in this way is also 

reminiscent of Romanesque incense burners. 

 

163. A miniature anvil cast in copper alloy; the most obvious parallels are those Bronze 

Age examples like that from Lichfield, Staffs yet this example is clearly distinct from the 

Bronze Age examples being somewhat smaller and quite crude in overall appearance, 

lacking the precision of the Bronze Age gable roofed examples to which it bears most 

resemblance. The most suitable parallel is another Treasure Trove case, 15/99 where a 

similar copper alloy anvil was recovered near Perth as part of a wider assemblage of post-

medieval material. The anvil is surprisingly crude for a piece intended for fine 

metalworking but it may be that the other, uneven surfaces were intended for shaping or 

holding metalwork. The anvil has patches of silver coloured metal on the surface; they 

appear to be the remains of a deliberate coating. 

 

164. Lead alloy flat square with another square set centrally. Most likely a gaming piece. 

Medieval or later. 21x24mm 

 

165. Fragment of copper alloy sheet bearing a random pattern of heavily struck punch 

marks, only one of which has pierced the sheet. Probably either an unfinished colander or 

an underlying work surface used to absorb blows from fashioning another piece. 

41x22mm, 0.6mm thick 

 

166. Lead alloy circle with three cast in iron wires meeting in a T-bar and with cast in 

detailing of a Maltese cross on the face. Diameter 21mm 

 

167. Fragment of engraved metalwork; results pending  

 



168. A single 18
th

 century copper alloy sleeve link. The links have elongated hexagonal 

faces (10x15mm) decorated with lines and dots and are joined by a length of copper alloy 

wire. 

 

Large Copper Alloy Fragments 

Where appropriate these have been inspected by Trevor Cowie and none are of Bronze 

Age origin. By analogy and comparison even where unidentified these are most likely of 

15
th

-17
th

 century date and originally part of large cast domestic vessels. 

 

169. A solid cast pyramid of copper alloy with an irregular profile and one slightly 

concave face. Although no exact parallels in design have been found this is most likely a 

pot leg from a bronze vessel of 14
th

-16
th

 century date, being brazed to the body by the 

concave face. 21x31mm 

 

170. A fragment of copper alloy cast around a core; the exterior consists of an irregularly 

faceted body of thin profile with possible openwork loop at the top while the internal 

space seems intended to take a fitting of some sort. Possible decorative mount. Length 

47mm 

 

171. Heavy cast piece of copper alloy with a set of four parallel raised lines as cast in 

decoration. Length 50mm 

 

172. Apparent handle or ferrule, mostly complete. The object has an engraved banded 

collar around the throat and a teardrop shape decoration engraved or cast in on the main 

body of the piece. The remains of one fixing hole is still extant around the collar. Length 

67mm 

 

173. Small fragment of cast copper alloy with decorative banding; 19x18mm 

 

174. Copper alloy tool or wrench with an oval shaped hole. Too short for a wheel lock 

spanner but probably for a similar function.  

 

175. Square profiled peg with a centrally pierced hole through a flat, wide head. 

 

176. Mount in trefoil or ornate fleur-de-lis shape with an integral nail for fitting into 

wood. Length 51mm 

 

177. Cast copper alloy armature with circular depression near the head. Length 36mm 

 

178. Bayonet frog of the Napoleonic period; most likely associated with activities of the 

local volunteer movements. 

 

179. A large copper alloy mount with two projecting lugs; either a medieval belt fitting or 

post-medieval harness fitting, with consensus for the former. Length 40mm 

 

Numismatica 



180. A cast lead token for Resolis parish. Close inspection indicates that the R has been 

converted from a P by adding a ‘leg’ to the latter. This presumably indicates the 

conversion of an existing issue by modifying a token and making a master from it. 

 

181. Dutch brass coin weight for a Scottish gold rider of James VI, dated [16]0[?] 

 

182. Pierced fragment cut from a French provincial copper double tournois of Bouillon 

and Sedan (c.1632-40) 

 

183. Chinese cash coin, heavily corroded and bent but appears struck rather than cast and 

so late 19
th

 or 20
th

 century. 

 


