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Artefact type:  
Brooch 

Period/Culture:  
Romano-British 

Date:   
AD 75-100 
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Findspot (Private):  NGR: NH 73  57  

Place (Public): Fortrose Local Authority: Highland 

Method of discovery: Metal Detecting 

Artefact(s) description: 
Romano-British copper-alloy plate and fantail brooch, in good condition 
although the surface is corroded. T-shaped head formed of a cylindrical case 
for the axis to hold the (lost) hinged pin; the ends of the head are slightly 
flared upwards, and there is the broken stub of a central headloop. The head 
meets the central disc in two flanking trumpet heads, their bodies not defined 
(at least as the surface survives). The enamelled design on the disc is very 
worn but there are traces of an S-whirligig with a central reserved boss and 
six comma-shaped arms, alternating broad and narrow, which form 
champlevé enamelled fields with clear traces of yellow in the broad arms and 
hints of red in the narrow ones. No trace of side lugs on the disc, unless they 
have been worn smooth. A slight neck defines the disc from the pelta-shaped 
foot, similarly enamelled. Its design is very uncertain: the narrow neck has a 
triangle; centrally below this is an unusual figure-of-eight with scalloped sides, 
flanked by ?two asymmetrical tear-shaped fields to either side. The return of 
the catchplate is lost. Filemarks from finishing on the rear. 
 
L 50mm; disc D 19mm; head W 23mm; foot W 22mm; H 17.5mm 
 
This is a typical Romano-British brooch form, typically known as a plate and 
fantail; it includes elements taken from Celtic art such as the trumpet heads 
and the enamel designs on a brooch of Roman form. A small number of 
similar finds are known from Scotland, mostly stray finds or from Iron Age 
sites (including one from nearby Culduthel, Inverness) rather than Roman 
forts; it is a form which found favour with a local Iron Age audience. It falls into 
Mackreth’s trumpet variant type 4.1a (2011, pl 89, nos 5189, 5587, 11076, 
11874, 12156). 
 

 Nothing 
is recorded from the field, but excavations across the road recorded earlier 
prehistoric activity (Canmore 346630) and the site is an obvious one for 
settlement. 
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