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Medieval/Post-
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c. 1200-1700 CE 
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Findspot (Private): N/A NGR: NH 51  51  

Place (Public): Muir of Ord Local Authority: Highland 

Method of discovery: Metal Detecting 

Artefact(s) description: 
 
A lead or lead alloy miniature axe, c. 1200-1700 CE.  
 
The object is cast in one piece, with the blade extending through the haft. The 
upper edge of the front portion of the blade angles upwards at 45 degrees 
before meeting a gently curved cutting edge. The haft of the axe is bent 
slightly, perhaps due to depositional damage. 
 
Without a secure archaeological context it is very difficult to date this object 
type; miniature lead axes were produced in the Roman, medieval and post-
medieval periods. The form of COTT 113/19 is most similar to medieval 
examples (see Portable Antiquities Scheme YORYM-BA7EA1 and YORYM-
BE36EA) and previous Treasure Trove cases, dated later. A wide date range 
has therefore been given for COTT 113/19. 
 
Three similar examples of miniature axes have been claimed through the 
Treasure Trove system in recent years: COTT 324/12, COTT 019/13 and 
COTT 162/17. This flat, undecorated type of miniature axe has typically been 
interpreted as a Scottish type, and it is interesting to note that three of the 
(now) four have surfaced in the Highland region (Dores, Muir of Ord, and St 
Martins). All three were interpreted as ‘homemade objects’, rather than the 
work of local or continental artisans. The unusual form of COTT 113/19 would 
further support this. Although it broadly parallels iron wood-working axes, it 
cannot be identified as a particular axe form.  
 
The purpose of miniature axes is unclear. The traditional interpretation of 
them as toys suffers from the lack of other tool types (such as saws and 
gouges) represented in miniature form. There appears instead to be a 
preference for weapons and domestic objects in the late medieval and post-
medieval periods. Other suggestions have been made to interpret miniature 
objects as symbolic reminders of life course transitions (such as a 
woodworking apprenticeship), or tools to educate children (see Gilchrist 
(2012), 92; 151).  
 
COTT 113/19 provides an important addition to a small corpus of miniature 
lead/lead alloy axes found in Scotland.  
 
49mm long; 27.5mm wide; 6mm thick; 20.4g. 
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