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TT.29/06 – 66 finds from Dornoch

31 Finds from Balloan, Dornoch

1. A copper alloy double-loop trapezoidal buckle for a spur or shoe, bearing traces of
tinning. late 16th to 17th centuries in date. Dimensions 19x25mm

2. A copper alloy double looped oval buckle; buckles of this form were in use from
the 15th to 17th centuries for a variety of functions involving dress and harness.
Dimensions 18.5x23.5mm

3. A copper alloy buckle in the same style as 2 but broken. The frame has a series of
notches cut into it which may be intended to evoke the elaborate mouldings
sometimes found on such buckles. Dimensions 13.5x15mm

4. A copper alloy circular frame buckle with a central bar. The latter shows traces of
ferrite staining, indicating an iron pin. Such buckles appear to have been used both a
spur buckles in the late medieval period and in the 15th and 16th centuries as shoe
buckles. Diameter 20.5mm

5. A fragment of cast openwork copper alloy frame. Probably the remains of an
elaborate spur buckle of 16th-17th century form. Dimensions 38x43.5mm

6. A fragment of openwork frame decorated with a foliate motif and bearing traces of
tinning. Probably a fragment of Georgian shoe buckle. Dimensions 31x10mm

7. A fragment of openwork frame; again, most likely the remains of an 18th century
shoe buckle. Dimensions 18.5x26mm

8. A copper alloy clog or shoe clasp, 18th or 19th centuries. Dimensions 31x16.5mm

Belt Mounts and Fittings

9. A narrow strap-end of triangular profile, made by folding over a strip of sheet
copper alloy and securing it at the end by a single rivet. Dimensions 38mm

10. The trilobate mount of a 16th or 17th century sword belt fitting. 16x17mm

11. A cast copper alloy decorative mount with fleur-de-lis terminal. The mount is
heavily tinned and has two fixing lugs (both broken) on the rear face. Most likely a
16-17th century decorative belt mount. 24x10.5mm

Pins

12. A copper alloy pin made by rolling and compressing sheet metal. There are no
sign of an attachment at the head of the pin and so it most likely intended as a dress
pin rather than part of an annular brooch. The pin is bent into a hook shape by two
right-angle bends; this is most likely a deliberate modification to facilitate its use to
fasten a garment. Overall length 98.5mm



13.A fragment of pin made from rolled sheet metal. Length 29.5mm

14. A length of cast copper alloy with a triangular profile and three incised parallel
lines on the body. There are some indications of a break at the widest end of the body
and the item may originally have been an annular brooch pin. Length 45mm,
Thickness 2.8mm

Other Finds (Copper Alloy)

15. A disc shaped mount decorated with a series of concentric circles and with a
central fixing lug with traces of an iron fixing. Diameter 28mm

16. A fragment of openwork mount; judging by decorative style, probably 18th or 19th

century in date. Dimensions 28x37mm

17. A small vessel leg from a cauldron or cooking pot. 28x29mm

18. A nesting weight from a set of nesting weights. The weight has no maker’s or
other markings and has a pair of lines running around the interior of the cup. Weight
43.5g

19. Another, this example has a fleur-de-lis stamped on the bottom of the interior,
indicating the weight is in troy ounces. Weight 10.9g

20. Another, this example has parallel lines running around the top of the rim but no
other markings. Weight 7.0g

21. A lump of copper alloy either a by-product of casting or smelting.

Other Objects (Lead Alloy)

22. A small writing lead with a point at each end. One end has been worked down into
a point while the other has a broader spatula shaped tip. Length 41.5mm

23. A circular profile length of lead alloy rod tapering to a profile and with a turned-
over ‘cap’ at the head. The object is bent at a right angle around half-way along the
length. This may be either a writing lead or intended as a nail; lead alloy was
sometimes used in certain circumstances for the latter as the softness of the material
can be an advantage in some applications. Length (overall) 48mm.

24. A Russian bag seal; one side is blank. Dimensions 19x22mm

25. Another, both surfaces illegible through wear. Dimensions 21.5x25mm

26. A bag seal, both surfaces badly worn. Dimensions 20.5x25mm

Pottery

27-31. Five fragments of medieval or post-medieval pottery, some showing traces of
glaze.



35 Objects from Burghfield, Dornoch

Brooches

1. A fragment of a cast copper alloy octagonal brooch; the size of this example would
suggest a medieval, rather than later date. The brooch is decorated on both sides and
the complete panel shows a series of Z-shapes running from the outer to the inner
edge of the brooch. Although incomplete, the brooch clearly follows a number of
decorative conventions which can be paralleled on other examples. Each face has
eight panels, having every second panel decorated with the intermediate panel a
convex bifacial blank surface. The brooch is designed so that the blank panel on one
face coincides with a decorative panel on the other. This is also the standard
conventions deployed with the 13-14th century types known in hoards from the
Scottish Borders. Diameter; surviving length 30mm; Width 6mm; Thickness 2mm.

2. A copper alloy annular brooch, almost complete but broken at the pin rebate and
stretched out and distorted lengthwise. The brooch is decorated on one face with a
series of parallel lines running between the inside to the outer edge of the brooch. This
decoration is overlaid approximately every 90º by a punched circle. Length 55mm;
Width of face 6mm; thickness 2mm.

3. A copper alloy annular brooch, broken at the pin rebate and distorted lengthwise.
The brooch is decorated on one face by a frieze of ‘arrowheads’, style of decoration
which can be paralleled by earlier finds from the same site. Length 52mm; Width of
face 8mm; Thickness 1mm.

Buckles

Double-loop Buckles

4. A double-loop rectangular frame buckle of late 16-17th century date of a type
normally used for attaching spurs or fastening shoes. The buckle has been tinned.
Dimensions 21x24mm

5. A double-loop trapezoidal buckle of late 16th or 17th century date, broken and one
loop missing. The buckle retains traces of tinning. 22x25mm

6. A broken buckle with asymmetrical loops, one being rectangular and the other D-
shaped in profile. Late 16th to 17th century in date. Dimensions 30x26.5mm

7. A double oval framed buckle, one half missing. Dimensions 26x17mm

Strap-End Buckles

8. A small oval, lipped buckle with an offset bar and the pin still attached. 13th to 14th

century in date. Dimensions 12x15.5mm



9. An unusual strap-end buckle with an integral offset aperture to hold the plate or
leather belt in place. Probably late medieval. The overall appearance is rather rough
and the object may not have been wholly finished. Dimensions 22x15.5mm
Other Buckles

10. A fragment of late 17th or 18th century copper alloy shoe buckle drilled to take an
iron spindle. Length 35mm

Items of Dress and Personal Possessions

11. A pin or lace chape made by rolling together a piece of sheet copper-alloy. Length
42mm

12. A copper alloy belt mount with two integrally cast lugs to the rear; the front
surface still shows traces of tinning. Length 26.5mm

13. A copper alloy ear scoop with the top drilled as a suspensory loop, now broken.
Length 77mm

Book Clasps

14. A small book clasp of standard late medieval/post-medieval form made from sheet
copper alloy. There are traces of decoration although no original surface remains.
Length 32mm

15. Another, with evidence of banded lines on the body. Length 36mm

16. Another, Length 29mm

Buttons

17. A convex copper alloy button bearing the shield of the Board of Ordnance.
traditionally such buttons were worn by members of the Royal Artillery from around
1785 until 1803 although the design also appears to have found limited use in other
units at this time. Diameter 21mm

18. A convex copper alloy button of the Inverness-shire Volunteers, bearing the
Initials ‘IV’ set under a crown. Like many such Napoleonic volunteer buttons it has
been manufacture by the simple expedient of stamping an existing plain civilian
button, as is evidenced by the split anvil seam to the rear. Diameter 18mm

19. A small copper alloy button with a pronounced pointed profile, the shank now
missing. Diameter 12mm

Other Finds (Copper Alloy)

20. A copper alloy decorative harness mount; 17th century. Length 28.5mm



21. A cast hexagonal mount with a central fixing hole and a different floral pattern on
each side. The could not have been reversible and the design is presumably intended
to produce two different designs without the inconvenience of producing two separate
moulds. Diameter 21.5mm; Thickness 2mm
22. A fragment of engraved sheet metal with a central perforation; this latter may
represent reuse of an existing object. Dimensions 27.5x20mm; thickness 1.5mm

23. A copper-alloy peg; the top is now broken but originally it may have been
decorated. Length 37.5mm

24. A hinge with right angle bend, presumably for a specialist function. 18x11.5mm

25. A sexfoil floral mount, heavily tinned; probably post-medieval or modern.
24.5mm, thickness 2mm

26. A fragment of mechanically stamped tinned metal. Probably 19th century. Length
65.5mm; thickness 0.8mm

27. A mechanically stamped terminal; probably 19th century

28.

Other Finds (Lead Alloy)

29. A cast spindle whorl of the crude home made form rather than elaborate bifacial
types. Diameter 29.5mm, thickness 7mm

30. A length of lead rod or thick strip. Length 31mm, thickness 4mm

31. A Dutch bag seal.

32. A cut down bag seal.

Ceramics

33-35. Three fragments of medieval or post-medieval pottery, some showing traces of
glaze.


