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Artefact type:  
 
Penannular ring (aka 
ring-money/hair-ring) 

Period/Culture:  
 
Late Bronze Age  

Date:   
 
1000–800 BC 
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Findspot (Private): N/A NGR: NH 88 55 

Place (Public): Nairn Local Authority: Highland 

Method of discovery: Metal Detecting 
 

Artefact(s) description: 
 
A gold penannular ring with a copper alloy core dating to the Late Bronze 
Age, c.1000–800 BC. 
 
This is an incomplete penannular ring, slightly oval in plan, comprising a gold 
sheet around a copper/copper alloy core. Part of one terminal survives 
showing the creasing of the gold sheet around the end, though the other 
terminal is fragmented and absent. The gold on the interior curve of the ring is 
banded with two different colours of gold, one likely being richer in silver. This 
banding fades towards the exterior surface of the ring, which may be the 
result of wear. 
 
Penannular gold rings of various forms (alternatively referred to as hair-rings, 
tress-rings or ring-money) have been known historically largely as part of 
hoards and assemblages in Scotland (e.g. the three from Balmashanner, 
Angus, or ten from Sculptor's Cave, Moray). However, recently there has 
been a number of single finds discovered through metal-detecting. The Nairn 
ring is from an area where several gold penannular rings are now known. Its 
form, with a banded surface and copper alloy core can be paralleled with a 
recent find from the excavations at Cladh Hallan, South Uist; the Cladh Hallan 
ring also has bands on the inside curve of the ring, but not on the outside. 
Rings of this type can be comfortably dated to the beginning of the first 
millennium BC, c. 1000–800 BC. 
 
Diameter (WxH) 20.1x17.5mm; thickness of bar 5.8mm; weight 6.29g. 
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