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212 SCOTLAND IN PAGAXN TIMES.

are truly disclosed by the study of this group of relics, in so
far as the objects of which it is composed are capable of
affording such indieations ; and (5) that the special know-
ledge thus acquired from the study of a group of relics
derived from one strucsure is also an important contribution
to our general knowledge of the class to which it belongs,

The group of objects recovered from the ruins of the
Broch consisted—(1) of manufactured articles used in con-
nection with the daily life of the inmates ; and (2) of objects
not manufactured, which were plainly the refuse of their
food.

The manufactured articles included objects fabricated in
stone and bone, bronze and iron. The stone objects were
principally guerns or stones of the old small hand-mills for
grinding grain ; stone pounders or oblong naturally rounded
pebbles of various sizes, baving their ends worn down by
o from 3 or

o
4 to 10 or 12 inches diameter, which might bave served such

use ; flat circular discs of thin slaty stone, varyin

purposes as are still occasiopally served by similar articles in
country dairies and kitchens ; oval-shaped boulders of sand-

stome, having roughly-formed oval or cup shaped cavities in
their wupper surfaces,
which may have held a
dab of tallow, with a
wick of tow or moss,
and thus served as
lamps (Fig 186); other
hollowed cup-shaped or
bowl - shaped  stones,
more regularly formed

Fig 186.—Lamp of Sandstone from Broch
of Kettleburn,

externally and inter-
nally, some of which
were furnished with handles, and were therefore obviously
domestic dishes ; seven stone whorls for the spindle ; several

e
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whetstones and varions other articles of indeterminate
purpose.

Among the articles fashioned in bone were pins and bed-
kins, made out of the long bones of various animals ; rounded
knobs like buttons, cut out of the outer table of the jaw-bone
of the whale, and retaining part of the loop of iron inserted
into them ; and two long-handled combs (Fig. 187) of the same

Fig. 187.—Long-handled Comb of Bone, from Broch of Kettleburn.

material, furnished with stout teeth, about an inch in length,
at the end of the handle. These peculiar implements are so
frequently found in Brochs that no considerable group of
Broch relics is without them. They are of great interest ;
but their purpose has to be inferred from considerations of
their form, associations, and marks of use. It is sufficiemtly
obvious from their form, that as long-handled combs they
are quite distinct in character from the ordinary douwle-
edged combs for the hair, which are also common in
Brochs.

The objects in bronze found in the Broch of Kettleburn
were a small bronze pin and a pair of bronze tweezem of
large size (Figs. 188, 189), 44 inches in length by 1% inch
in breadth, elegantly formed and ornamented in a style that
is suggestive of the peculiarly bold and effective ornamenta-
tion of the metal-work of the early Celtic period, deseribed
in a former Lecture. They are 4% inches in length and 13
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216 SCOTLAND IN PAGAN TIMES.

ware, and eaten in the Hebrides in the beginning of the last
century. While, therefore, it may be a fair inference from
the occurrence of many bones of these animals in the food
refuse of this Broch that its occupants used the flesh of such
beasts as a common article of diet, it is obviously an equally
fair admission that they are no more to be regarded as
savages on that account than the people of bhistoric times
who were partial to the same kind of food. In point of fact,
so far as the evidence goes, there is no reason for attributing
to them an exceptionally low condition of culture or civilisa-
tion. We have seen that the type of defensive dwelling with
which we find them associated is one which possesses remark-
able features of constructive merit and originality of design.
Their diet was not less varied in kind and quality of nutri-
ment than that of modern times. They possessed iron and
bronze, and their manufactured implements show that they
were neither destitute of technical skill nor deficient in
artistic taste.





