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Introduction 
This report is for a project of archaeological trial trenching based upon a geophysical 
survey conducted on behalf of Lochloy Properties Ltd by the author for a proposed 
housing development at Lochloy, by Nairn. This report details work for phases 1-5. 
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Historical Background 
A separate desktop survey report has been conducted for this evaluation. (See 
Farrell, 2002) 
 
 
 
Objectives 
To conduct a programme of archaeological trial trenching and a geophysical 
survey in the area of the development. A copy of the specification provided by 
Highland Council Archaeology Unit is enclosed. The specification requested a 
detailed geophysical survey of the area to cover 15% and trial trenching to cover 
2% of the development area. Trial trenching was therefore to cover 9712.46m². 
 
 
 
Site Conditions 
The area under investigation was formerly arable with signs of being used for 
growing wheat and potatoes. The site lies on an area of raised beach with the 
underlying geology being upper and lower Old Red Sandstone with sand being 
the natural ground with occasional patches of gravel. 
 
Weather on the days of work was mostly slightly overcast with bright low sun.   
 
 



Trial Trenching Investigation 
 
Methodology 
The trial trenching was carried out in accordance with accepted professional 
archaeological standards as published by the Institute of Field Archaeologists 
(IFA 1999). A suitably qualified archaeologist being either a member of the IFA or 
suitably experienced carried out the work.  
 
 
Results 
The 32 trial trenches made in phases 1 to 5 related to the Geophysical Survey 
carried out by Geoquest Associates on behalf of the author. (See separate report 
on the Geophysics). This survey took the form of a magnetometer survey as this 
was deemed the best method for the underlying geology. A quick scan survey 
was made with detailed survey blocks being made. A total of 17 survey blocks 
(being B1-17) were made in the area of phases 1 to 5. 
 
Trenches were made in relation to possible features revealed by the geophysical 
survey and the location of the cropmark in the area of phase 2 (see plan).  
 
Details of trenches are as follows: 
 
Phase 1 
This area was dominated in the geophysical survey by a possible ditch and areas 
of possible pitting.  
 
1 – No features revealed. 
 
 
2 – No features revealed. 
 
 
3 – No features revealed. 
 
 
4 – 6 features including 3 pits, gully and 2 post-holes. The latter with the gully 
being possibly associated together and may be part of larger complex including a 
building. With this possibility the following 2 trenches were made. Further work 
will be required in this area to determine their function. (See recommendations) 
 
 
5 – 2 features including a large pit [cut 504] were noted in the area similar in style 
to of those features made in trench 4 but to the south end of the trench (see 
recommendations). This latter feature [cut 518] may be part of a larger complex. 
A number of smaller features were noted but could be the remains of tree boles 
and a hedge line due to their irregular shape. 
 
 
6 - 3 features were noted including 2 possible hedge lines and a small pit. Also in 
this trench were 2 features noted as the remains of tree boles. 
 
 
No material culture was found in any of these features. The possible ditch and 
other possible features including a trackway revealed by the geophysical survey 
turned out to be natural features. 



Phase 2 
The first 4 trenches were made to try and reveal the cropmark noted here by 
aerial photography, it had not been revealed by the geophysical survey. 
 
7 – 6 features were noted in this trench, including 1 natural feature and 2 modern 
pits. 3 postholes were found near the modern pits and may relate to their use. All 
these features except the natural feature lie close to the former trackway running 
north-south through the field. 
 
 
8 – 7 features were noted in this trench including 3 possible hearths [cuts 803, 
806, & 809]. All 3 were well made and may be domestic comprising in cut 803 of 
rounded cobbles on a sandstone block. The other 4 features were post-holes, 
which may relate to the hearths. (See detailed plan to rear) Further work was 
carried out in this area. (See Farrell, 2001b) All features lying to the higher 
ground to the east end of the trench. 
 
 
9 – I small pit [cut 902] was the only feature in this trench. Deemed as modern. 
 
 
10 – 7 features were noted in this trench including 2 pits (1 deemed to be a 
natural tree-bole and the other small rubbish pit). 4 features were 4 post-holes in 
alignment and deemed to be possibly modern, probably a fence line. The other 
feature [cut1009] was possibly a hearth but was heavily truncated by ploughing. 
 
 
11 – Small trench made in relation to the possible stone feature revealed in the 
geophysical survey, which turned out to be natural gravel in an arc. 2 postholes 
also revealed, deemed as modern. 
 
 
12 – No features revealed. 
 
 
13 – No features revealed. 
 
No material culture of archaeological interest was found in any of these features. A few 
features were modern containing white glazed pottery and modern glass. The 
exception being a flint flake [context 1001] and a sherd of coarse pottery [context 801] 
both found upon cleaning of features. 
 
 



Phase 3 
A large block of geophysics was conducted here (B11) in relation to this being the 
location of the farm of Camperdown. 
 
14 – A total of 12 features were noted in this trench forming two groups. The majority of 
features in the trench especially the second group lie in a natural hollow. The first 
group [cuts 1402, 1404 & 1426] consist of a pit with a post slot and the cut of a slot or 
gully and may represent a building. The second group to the south end of the trench 
[cuts 1422, 1420, 1406-12] again represent a possible building in the form of gully’s, 
postholes and a possible hearth. Further work will be required to be carried out in this 
area. One modern feature was revealed [1424] of a slot that contained animal bone 
and coal. 
 
 
15 – No features revealed. 
 
 
16 – A total of 2 features were noted in this trench forming two groups. The first is the 
remains of Camperdown Farm and the second a solitary posthole [cut 1620]. 
 
The remains of Camperdown Farm (feature 6 on geophysics report) were only evident 
prior to work being carried out in the form of a small triangle-shaped mound by the 
existing trackway. Trial trenching revealed that what was uncovered (see plan over) 
was all that remained of the farm. 
 
Even with the majority of the farm having been removed what survived showed a 
complex of phasing showing that the farm buildings had undergone varied change. 
Phasing of the building remains has tentatively been placed as follows, since all walls 
appear to abut each other if only their lowest course survives: 

1 – Foundation [contexts 1621, 1622 & 1623] with large undressed sandstone 
blocks set in a trench. 

2 – Corner of farmhouse replacing cut 1623. [Contexts 1603 & 1604] 
3 – Phase 2 is removed down to its lowest course and a new round cornered wall 

built; context 1606 (wall0 added, possibly to increase internal living space. 
4 – Addition of context 1609 (wall) to connect with existing structures 1609 & 1611, 

insertion of doorways and mortared floor [context 1608]. 
5 – Again the addition of a new wall [1607] over 1608 with stairs being added at 

the base of 1606 for access to 1st storey. 
6 – Stair access goes out of use and doorway is blocked up [context 1610]. 

 
Other features noted around the farm remains were a rich context spread [1617] and a 
modern pit [cut 1625]. The only find was a sherd of 19th/20th century pottery [1608]. 



     



 
 

   
 
  
 

  



  
 
 
17 – A total of 3 features were noted in this trench forming two groups. The second 
group was of two postholes [cuts 1702 & 1704]. The first feature was the find of a cist 
burial sited on a prominent slope overlooking the Moray Firth. After notification to the 
Highland Council Archaeologist, Highland Constabulary and the Procurator’s Fiscals 
Office excavation was undertaken. 
 
Immediately upon inspection it was noted that the cist was without a complete cover, 
part of the cover lay to one side, excavation in the initial contextual fill [1705] revealed a 
heavy iron object likely in shape to be part of a plough (finds made included modern 
glass and pottery and coal). (This was also evident in the damage to the edges of the 
upright slabs of the cist to the south and west sides) The lower fill [1706] included large 
pieces of sandstone, again deemed as part of the remains of the cover slab.  
 
Excavation of the lower fill [1707] revealed a crouched inhumation lying in a slight 
depression but no grave goods. The skeletal remains were almost non-existent, with 
the lower limbs only being evident as a stain on the underlying sand. Only a part of the 
skull and an upper arm bone were retrieved. The size of the bones in relation to the 
size of the cist revealed the burial to be of a juvenile infant. (See photographs over) 
The outline of the cut for the construction of the cist was also partly to be seen (see 
plan). 
 
The find of an infant on its own is very rare though not uncommon. Currently this cist 
with the remains of a child under the age of 3 (based on length of limb bones) may be 
the first of its kind in Northern Scotland [A study of 70 individuals (Shepherd, 1986) 
noted no child under the age of 4] and is only the 5th cist to be found in the locality of 
Nairn (see below). Previous finds of infants have usually been associated with adults 
(Shepherd, 1986) in one case a mother with a full term infant at Craggie in 
Kincardineshire. That no grave goods were found in the cist this is also not uncommon, 
the find of two infants together at Auchlin, Aberdeenshire (ibid) were also without finds. 
 
Due to the deterioration of the bones the child’s sex could not ascertained nor does the 
orientation fall into the pattern of positioning the body by sex (Greig, 1989) as the child 
lay on its right and faced east. Unfortunately pollen analysis of the soil around the body 



was not available due to the high level of gravel in the ground and more importantly 
because the cist had been damaged and therefore the high level of contamination. A 
pollen core made at nearby Kingsteps Quarry (NH 901/572) revealed that the area was 
predominantly a pine forest in the 2nd millennium BC later being replaced with birch-
alder scrub with some oak. A sample of the context 1706 (see report by Headland 
Archaeology Ltd over) produced not additional information. 
 
C14 of the partial remains, it should be noted that the survival of the piece of skull 
found was only due to it lying off the ground on a small stone (there was no indication if 
this was on purpose), revealed a radiocarbon date of 3445 + 50 BP [calibrated to 1884-
1623 BC]. (See copy of certificate over) Unfortunately for the C14 date to be carried out 
all the material recovered had to be utilised. 
 
 
 Find of Cists in Local Area 
 
1 – Find made in 1911 (Mitchell, 1934) of beaker with location in Nairn unknown. Not 
recorded if found in a cist. 
 
2 – Find made in mid to late 19th century (Walker, 1964) of cist and beaker at Cuthbertown at 
Easter Delnies. Beaker is in Nairn Museum. No details of the cist are known. 
 
3 – Find made in 1925 at NH 901/572 (NMRS & HSMR NH95NW 13) of cist and skeleton at 
Kingsteps Quarry. No further details known.  
 
4 – Find made in 1992 at NH 8940/5670 (HSMR NH85SE41; Not recorded in the NMRS or 
reported to DES) of cist found during construction work. Investigations were made by R Gourlay 
and D Low of the Highland Council and revealed an adult skeleton with no grave goods. Archive 
and remains are located at Inverness Museum. To date no C14 date has been made to the 
remains. 
 
 
  

  



  
 
 

   



 



 



 



 



Trenches 18 to 22 were made in relation to geophysical blocks B12 & B13. Geophysics 
had revealed the possibility of ditches within the area, especially in the area of B13. 
 
18 – A total of 9 features were noted in this trench comprising of 1 pit of unknown date 
[cut 1802] and 8 linear field drains. (The trench lying low below existing trackway) The 
field drains had no contents i.e. stone/tile/drain to help drainage and may be to help 
soak-away of water rather than be boundary. One of fills of the drains [1806] contained 
modern glass and pottery. 
 
19 – A total of 8 features were noted in this trench. To the north end of the trench were 
two slots [cuts 1902 & 1915] 4m apart which may form part of a rectangular building. A 
group of three features [cuts 1904, 1913 & 1917] all postholes to form fence-line. To 
the middle of the trench was the remains of a plough truncated hearth [cut 1906] (see 
detailed plan to rear) with a flat slab to its base and a charcoal stained fill. Associated 
with this may be a slot to the south [cut 1911] possibly as a windbreak. The last feature 
[cut 1908] being a posthole, which being similar to those noted above to be part of a 
fence-line. 
 

   
 
20 – A total of 9 features were noted in this trench to comprise of 3 postholes [cuts 
2002, 2004 & 2006] in alignment and likely represent a fence-line. And the find of 6 
field drains similar in size and alignment with those in trench 18. 
 
 
21 – A total of 6 features were noted in this trench to comprise of 3 field drains and the 
base of a hearth [cut 2102] that was heavily ploughed out. Also revealed were two tree-
boles [cut 2104] and a post-hole [cut 2106] forming part of a fence-line. 
 
 
22 – A total of 11 features were noted in this trench to comprise of 5 postholes [2202, 
2220, 2204, 2206 & 2208} forming a fence-line. A group of features to the southern end 
of the trench [2212, 2214, 2216 & 2218] revealed 3 postholes and a pit. One of the 
postholes [2212] contained prehistoric pottery. (See over) Two other postholes [2214 & 
2216] contained stone packing and are probably related to a structure. (See over)  



The pottery was located around the edge of the posthole and might have been 
ritualistic, though the feature was partly truncated by ploughing. Further work will be 
required in this area to determine their function. (See recommendations) 
 
The pottery is of a coarse-tempered fabric, hand-made and with an inverted rim. 
Decorated with a criss-cross pattern similar in style to a vessel found at Craignish, 
Loch Eynort, Skye (Mitchell, 1934, 183). The pottery probably is of domestic use rather 
than funerary. 
 

 

   



Phase 5 
Only two trenches were made in the area of phase 5 as most of the area to the east of 
trench 24 rises to a steep bank, whilst to the east of the current fence line the ground 
drops away sharply and rises again to form a steep sided gully.  
 
23 – A total of 7 features were noted in this trench to comprise of 5 postholes [2302, 
2306, 2308, 2312 & 2314] and 2 pits [2304 & 2310] that may have formed part of 
fence-lines. 
 
 
24 – A total of 10 features were noted in this trench to comprise of a group of 3 
postholes [2402, 2404 & 2406] to the north end of the trench. Other features included 2 
other postholes and a pit [2408, 2411 & 2413] with both 2408 & 2413 being truncated. 
One feature [2416] was deemed as a modern gatepost posthole and the last group of 
features to the south edge of the trench [2418, 2420 & 2422] was comprised of 2 
postholes and a slot for a possible structure deemed to be not prehistoric in date but 
pre-agricultural improvement remains. 
 
 
Phase 4 
Geophysics in this area (blocks B 14-17) revealed possible pits or ditches in this area. 
Excavation revealed that most of the features uncovered were modern. 
 
25 – A total of 9 features including 2 tree boles were noted in this trench to comprise of 
4 postholes [2502, 2504, 2506 & 2508) deemed all modern and 3 pits [2510, 2515 & 
2517] again all deemed modern. 
 
 
26 – Only 1 feature was noted in this trench to comprise of a modern cut pit. 
 
 
27 – A total of 12 features were noted in this trench to comprise of a series of postholes 
[2702, 2704 & 2706] with the 2nd and 3rd being modern. Another group of postholes 
[2708 & 2710] were deemed to be possibly structural and again another group of 
postholes [2712 & 2714] were also deemed possibly structural. As the group of these 
‘structure’ postholes lies on a ridge they are likely to represent something associated 
with agricultural use rather than prehistoric. Other features noted in the east end of the 
trench were 2 tree boles and 3 field drains. 
 
 
28 – A total of 10 features were noted in this trench including 3 tree boles. A group of 
features of a hollow, a couple of postholes and a pit [2802, 2802, 2806 & 2808] were of 
unknown date and possibly structural. Excavator described it as almost like a sunken 
building. Further work will be required in this area to determine their function. (See 
recommendations) Also revealed was a 19th century ditch [2810] and a sunken 
trackway lined partially with stone [2811] again of a 19th century date with a posthole 
[2819] forming a possible gatepost to the centre. This sunken trackway noted in trench 
28 was also identified by geophysics (features 13 & 17 in blocks 19 & 21) and is likely 
to have gone out of use with the construction of the Inverness to Aberdeen Railway 
and likely connects to Auchnacloich Farm to the south. 
 



  
 

  
 
 
29 – A total of 5 features were noted in this trench to comprise of 2 postholes [2902 & 
2904] of unknown date. And a group of 3 features of a small pit, and 2 postholes [2906, 
2908 & 2910] of a 19th/20th century date. 
 
 
30 – No features revealed. Geophysics (block 17) had noted a possible rectangular 
building at this location. 
 
 
31 – No features revealed. Geophysics (block 17) had noted a possible rectangular 
building at this location. 
 



32 – A total of 13 features were noted in this trench all, except one forming one group. 
This might be the edge of one of the possible rectangular structures noted at this 
locality by geophysics. 
 
The group of 12 features (see detailed plan to rear) comprised of 2 pits [3202 & 3206] 
with a hearth with a possible draw-hole [3209 & 3204]. Adjacent to this was a V-shaped 
alignment of stake-holes (not all the stake-holes were excavated) and postholes [3223-
3225, 3218 & 3216] with a stone packed posthole at the terminus [3214]. To the other 
side of this was a large pit [3220]. No dating material was found in any of the features 
excavated. Further work will be required in this area to determine their function. (See 
recommendations) 
 
The last feature was a stone-lined posthole [3222] that was heavily truncated by a tree 
bole. 
 
 

  



Summary of results 
 
The features in phase 1 possibly relate to two separate sites. But further work is 
required to determine this. (See recommendations) 
 
The features in phase 2 represent an area predominantly related to the site of the 
farmstead of Camperdown (NH 896/567) as a number of features were evidently 
modern. There was no sign of ditch of the cropmark and it is highly possible that this 
feature has been totally ploughed out due to extensive farming. Areas of heavy 
ploughing, due to scaring of underlying natural, were noted to nearly all trenches in this 
phase. 
 
Given the area being low lying and the features lying predominantly to the higher 
ground near the eastern fence line it is very likely that this area has always been a wet 
area. This is further supported by a number of features that upon machining looked 
man-made but upon closer investigation were areas of natural silting which included 
traces of charcoal. Discussions with Geoquest Associates showed that whilst the 
geophysical survey noted a majority of features in this area it may be due to geological 
conditions especially natural iron panning that was noted and areas of gravel that have 
been interpreted as possible features. 
 
Phase 3 also revealed an area north of trenches 21 & 22 of mixed natural ground 
possibly indications of areas of scrub woodland before agricultural improvement. 
 
All phases in particular the area around the site of Camperdown Farm have seen 
heavy ploughing – evident in scarring of natural by plough action and the find of glass 
and modern glazed pottery throughout the topsoil and subsoil, being found also in the 
natural sand. Charcoal was evident in a number of features but unsuitable for dating 
purposes. 
 
Phase 4 revealed a number of modern features and a sunken trackway. 
 
 
Overall the majority of features revealed in phases 1-5 relate to an agricultural 
landscape both modern and pre-agricultural improvement in date. Evidence for earlier 
habitation is predominantly Bronze Age/Iron Age at present, with no evidence for 
medieval occupation or use. Further work will help resolve many of the features 
revealed to their date and function. 
 



Recommendations 
 
The following recommendations with regards to phases 1 to 5 of the development 
project are to be proposed. All take the form of open-area investigation with full 
excavation to be carried out. 
 
1 – Phase 1 - Double post-hole [Cut 518] to south end of trench 5 (to edge of small 
rise) – machining of topsoil in January 2001 of this area c.225m² revealed a possible 
rectangular structure and a series of small pits with a possible hearth outside. 
 
2 – Phase 1 – Double post-slots [Cuts 414 & 402] with in situ burnt charcoal with 
possible large pit [Cut 423] associated at centre of trench 4 – may be similar to that as 
in trench 5. Recommended area of c.400m² to be opened up between trench 4 and 5. 
 
3  - Phase 3 – trench 14 – two groups of features possibly representing buildings. 
Recommended that two areas of c.225m² to be opened up to north and south areas of trench. 
 
4 – Phase 3 – trench 19 – Possible linear slots forming building to north end of trench. 
Recommended that area of c.225m² to be opened up. 
 
5 – Phase 3 – trench 22 – Possible building and find of Bronze Age pottery. 
Recommended area of c.225m² to be opened up prior to road being made in this area. 
 
6 – Phase 4 – Recommended area of c.225m² to be opened up in area of features in 
trench 28, possible structure. 
 
7 - Phase 4 – Recommended area of c.225m² to be opened up in area of features in 
trench 32, possible building. 
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Archive 
The following archive material resulting from this work is to be deposited with the National 
Monuments Record of Scotland, Edinburgh ; 
- Context sheets 
- Site notebook 
- Drawings and sections 
- Photographic register 
- Levels book 
- C14 report of cist burial 
- Report by Headland Archaeology Ltd of sample from cist 
- Inked up drawings 
- Copy of this report 
- Report of Geoquest Associates for Geophysical Survey 
- Black & white photographs & negatives 



Appendix 1 – Register of Contexts 
 
Trench 1 
No archaeological features 
 
Trench 2 
No archaeological features 
 
Trench 3 
No archaeological features 
 
Trench 4  
400 – topsoil 
401 – fill of burnt feature 
402 – cut of burnt feature 
403 – fill of small pit 
404 – cut of small pit 
405 – fill of small gully 
406 – cut of small gully 
407 – fill of large pit 
408 – cut of large pit 
409 – fill of gully 
410 – cut of gully 
411 – fill of small pit 
412 – cut of small pit 
413 – fill of plank slot? 
414 – cut of 413 
415 – fill of truncated pit or scoop 
416 – cut of 415 
417 – fill of large pit 
418 – fill of large pit 
419 – fill of large pit 
420 – cut of large pit containing 417-419 
421 – fill of lower pit 
422 – fill of lower pit 
423 – cut of lower pit 
424 – fill of possible hollow-way 
425 – cut of possible hollow-way 
 
Trench 5 
500 – topsoil 
501 – fill of pit 
502 – fill of pit 
503 – fill of pit 
504 – cut of pit containing 501-503 
505 – fill of gully or slot 
506 – cut of 505 
507 – fill of gully terminus 
508 – cut of 507 
509 – fill of shallow gully 
510 – cut of 509 
511 – fill of shallow scoop or natural depression 
512 – cut ? of 511 
513 – fill of pit 
514 – cut of 513 
515 – fill of posthole 
516 – fill of posthole 
517 – fill of posthole 
518 – cut of posthole containing 515-517 
 
Trench 6 
600 – topsoil 
601 – fill of grubbed out hedge-line 
602 – cut of 601 
603 – fill of small pit 
604 – cut of 603 



605 – fill of small truncated hearth 
606 – cut of 605 
 
Trench 7 
700 – topsoil 
701 – fill of wet patch 
702 – cut of 701 
703 – fill of modern pit 
704 – cut of 703 
705 – fill of modern pit 
706 – cut of 705 
707 – fill of posthole 
708 – cut of 707 
709 – fill of posthole 
710 – cut of 709 
711 – fill of modern pit 
712 – cut of 711 
713 – fill of post-hole 
714 – cut of 713 
 
Trench 8 
800 – topsoil 
801 – fill of corn drier / hearth 
802 – stones below 801 and square stone slab 
803 – cut of 801 & 802 
804 – upper fill of hearth 
805 – lower fill of hearth 
806 – cut of hearth containing 804 & 805 
807 – Upper fill of pit 
808 – lower fill of pit 
809 – cut of pit containing 807 & 808 
810 – fill of posthole 
811 – cut of 810 
812 – fill of posthole or scoop 
813 – cut of 812 
814 – fill of posthole 
815 – cut of 814 
816 – fill of posthole 
817 – cut of 816 
 
Trench 9 
900 – topsoil 
901 – fill of small pit 
902 – cut of 901 
 
Trench 10 
1000 – topsoil 
1001 – fill of pit 
1002 – cut of pit 
1003 – fill of pit 
1004 – fill of pit 
1005 – cut of pit containing 1003 & 1004 
1006 – fill of small pit 
1007 – cut of 1006 
1008 – burnt patch 
1009 – cut or scoop of 1008 
1010 – fill of posthole 
1011 – cut of 1010 
1012 – driven post 
1013 – driven post 
1014 – fill of posthole 
1015 – cut of 1014 
 
 
 
 
 



Trench 11 
1100 – topsoil 
1101 – burnt natural 
1102 – fill of posthole 
1103 – cut of 1102 
1104 – fill of posthole 
1105 – cut of 1104 
1106 – fill of grubbed hedge-line 
1107 – cut of 1106 
 
Trench 12 
No archaeological features 
 
Trench 13 
No archaeological features 
 
Trench 14 
1400 – topsoil 
1401 – fill of truncated pit 
1402 – cut of 1401 
1403 – fill of double posthole or short slot 
1404 – cut of 1403 
1405 – fill of possible linear terminus  
1406 – cut of 1405 
1407 – fill of possible posthole 
1408 – cut of 1407 
1409 – fill of truncated posthole 
1410 – cut of 1409 
1411 – fill of unknown feature – possible treebole 
1412 – cut of 1411 
1413 – fill of unknown feature – possible treebole 
1414 – cut of 1413 
1415 – fill of burnt stakehole 
1416 – cut of 1415 
1417 – fill of modern pit 
1418 – cut of 1417 
1419 – fill of possible hearth 
1420 – cut of 1419 
1421 – fill of possible gully terminus 
1422 – cut of 1421 
1423 – fill of timber slot 
1424 – cut of 1423 
1425 – fill of gully 
1426 – cut of 1425 
 
Trench 15 
No archaeological features 
 
Trench 16 
1600 - topsoil 
1601 – rubble & loose mortar 
1602 – mortar floor, western end 
1603 – rubble wall 
1604 – dressed front wall 
1605 – boulder floor 
1606 – corner section including east doorway 
1607 – late internal corner 
1608 – mortar floor, east end 
1609 – truncated wall, north side 
1610 – doorway blocking 
1611 – early wall, east side 
1612 – same as 1608 but destroyed by ploughing 
1613 – posthole cut through 1602 
1614 – ibid. 
1615 – ibid. 
1616 – cast for base of staircase 
1617 – burnt area to west of structure 



1618 – subsoil 
1619 – fill of posthole 
1620 – cut of 1619 
1621 – fill of foundation  
1622 – stones in foundation 
1623 – foundation cut 
1624 – fill of modern pit 
1625 – cut of 1624 
 
Trench 17 
1700 – topsoil & subsoil 
1701 –fill of possible posthole 
1702 – cut of 1701 
1703 – fill of posthole 
1704 – cut of 1703 
1705 – fill of cist 
1706 – fill of cist 
1707 – skeletal remains 
1708 – stone structure of cist 
1709 – cut for cist 
 
Trench 18 
1800 – topsoil 
1801 – fill of burnt pit 
1802 – cut of 1801 
1803 – fill of field drain 
1804 – cut of 1803 
1805 – fill of field drain 
1806 – cut of 1805 
1807 – field drain 
1808 – ibid. 
1809 – ibid. 
1810 – ibid. 
 
Trench 19 
1900 – topsoil 
1901 – fill of timber slot 
1902 – cut of 1901 
1903 – fill of gully or burrow 
1904 – cut of 1903 
1905 – fill of hearth 
1906 – cut of 1905 
1907 – fill of possible structural feature 
1908 – cut of 1907 
1909 – stone hearth base in 1906 
1910 – fill of possible truncated slot or burrow 
1911 – cut of 1910 
1912 – fill of gully or burrow 
1913 – cut of 1912 
1914 – fill of possible palisade slot 
1915 – cut of 1914 
1916 – fill of posthole (in line with cuts 1904 & 1913) 
1917 – cut of 1916 
 
Trench 20 
2000 – topsoil 
2001 – fill of posthole 
2002 – cut of 2001 
2003 – fill of possible posthole 
2004 – cut of 2003 
2005 – fill of possible posthole 
2006 – cut of 2005 
 
 
 
 
 



Trench 21 
2100 – topsoil 
2101 – fill of hearth 
2102 – stone base of 2101 
2103 – fill of pit 
2104 – cut of 2103 
2105 – fill of possible posthole 
2106 – cut of 2105 
2107 – charcoal fill of 2104 
2108 – lower fill of 2104 
2109 – fill of 2104 
2110 – fill of 2104 
 
Trench 22 
2200 – topsoil 
2201 – fill of burnt posthole (boundary post?) 
2202 – cut of 2201 
2203 – fill of modern posthole 
2204 – cut of 2203 
2205 – fill of modern posthole 
2206 – cut of 2205 
2207 – fill of truncated burnt posthole 
2208 – cut of 2207 
2209 – fill of possible truncated posthole 
2210 – cut of 2209 
2211 – fill of modern posthole 
2212 – cut of 2211 
2213 – fill of cobble filled feature 
2214 – cut of 2213 
2215 – fill of cobble filled feature 
2216 – cut of 2215 
2217 – fill of posthole 
2218 – cut of 2217 
2219 – fill of possible posthole 
2220 – cut of 2219 
 
Trench 23 
2300 – topsoil 
2301 – fill of posthole 
2302 – cut of 2301 
2303 – fill of small pit 
2304 – cut of 2303 
2305 – fill of posthole 
2306 – cut of 2305 
2307 – fill of posthole 
2308 – cut of 2307 
2309 – fill of posthole/small pit 
2310 – cut of 2309 
2311 – fill of possible posthole 
2312 – cut of 2311 
2313 – fill of possible posthole 
2314 – cut of 2313 
 
Trench 24 
2400 – topsoil 
2401 – fill of posthole 
2402 – cut of 2401 
2403 – fill of posthole 
2404 – cut of 2403 
2405 – fill of posthole 
2406 – cut of 2405 
2407 – fill of posthole 
2408 – cut of 2407 
2409 – fill of small pit 
2410 – fill of small pit 
2411 – cut of small pit 
2412 – fill of small pit 



2413 – cut of 2412 
2414 – fill of gully with posthole terminus 
2415 – stone packing below 2414 
2416 – cut of 2414 & 2415 
2417 – fill of truncated posthole 
2418 – cut of 2417 
2419 – fill of posthole 
2420 – cut of 2419 
2421 – fill of gully or palisade slot 
2422 – cut of 2421 
 
Trench 25 
2500 – topsoil 
2501 – burnt fill of posthole 
2502 – cut of 2501 
2503 – burnt fill of posthole 
2504 – cut of 2503 
2505 – burnt fill of posthole with packing 
2506 – cut of 2505 
2507 – fill of possible posthole 
2508 – cut of 2507 
2509 –fill of modern pit 
2510 – cut of 2509 
2511 – fill of large pit 
2512 – ibid. 
2513 – ibid. 
2514 – ibid. 
2515 – cut of large pit, possibly modern 
2516 – fill of unknown feature, possibly root action 
2517 – cut of 2516 
 
Trench 26 
2600 – topsoil 
2601 – fill of possible modern pit 
2602 – cut of 2601 
 
Trench 27 
2700 – topsoil 
2701 – fill of possible posthole 
2702 – cut of 2701 
2703 – fill of truncated modern posthole 
2704 – cut of 2703 
2705 – fill of possible modern posthole 
2706 – cut of 2704 
2707 – fill of burnt posthole 
2708 – cut of 2707 
2709 – fill of large posthole, with packing 
2710 – cut of 2709 
2711 – fill of burnt posthole 
2712 – cut of 2711 
2713 – fill of posthole 
2714 – cut of 2713 
 
Trench 28 
2800 – topsoil 
2801 – fill of hollow 
2802 –cut of 2801 
2803 – fill of possible posthole, associated with 2801 
2804 – cut of 2803 
2805 – fill of possible posthole, associated with 2801  
2806 – cut of 2805 
2807 – fill of shallow pit cut by 2802 
2808 – cut of 2807 
2809 – fill of ditch 
2810 – cut of 2809 
2811 – fill of trackway 
2812 – stone/cobble edging to trackway 



2813 – cut of 2811/2812 
2814 – fill of ditch cutting 2811 
2815 – ditch terminus 
2816 – fill of ditch 
2817 – cut of 2815 
2818 – fill of posthole truncated by 2813 
2819 – cut of 2818 
 
Trench 29 
2900 – topsoil 
2901 – fill of burnt posthole 
2902 – cut of 2901 
2903 – fill of stakehole 
2904 – cut of 2903 
2905 – fill of burnt pit/hearth 
2906 – cut of 2905 
2907 – fill of rabbit burrow 
2908 – cut of 2907 
2909 – fill of posthole 
2910 – cut of 2909 
 
Trench 30 
No archaeological features 
 
Trench 31 
No archaeological features 
 
Trench 32 
3200 – topsoil 
3201 – fill of possible pit 
3202 – cut of 3202 
3203 – fill of possible posthole 
3204 – cut of 3204 
3205 – fill of pit 
3206 – cut of 3205 
3207 – fill of hearth 
3208 – stones in hearth 
3209 – cut of hearth 
3210 – fill of stakehole 
3211 – cut of stakehole 
3212 – fill of posthole 
3213 – stone-packing in posthole 
3214 – cut of posthole 
3215 – fill of posthole 
3216 – cut of 3215 
3217 – fill of posthole 
3218 – cut of 3217 
3219 – fill of possible pit or treebole 
3220 – cut of 3219 
3221 – fill of posthole 
3222 – cut of 3221 
3223 – stakehole 
3224 – stakehole 
3225 – posthole 
 
 



Appendix 2 – Film Register  
Each shot has 1 of colour slide and black & white. # -Slides have been deposited with Highland Council 
Archaeology Unit per specification requirements. All negatives are with NMRS, Edinburgh. 
 
Film 1 
0 – View of magnetometer survey being undertaken 
1 – View of area 1 pre-ex facing E 
2 – View of area 2 pre-ex facing E 
3 – machining of trench 1 facing S 
4 – machining of trench 1 facing S 
5 – Possible feature pre-ex facing N 
6 - ibid 
7 - ibid 
8 – View of natural feature in trench 4 facing S 
9 – ibid facing N 
10 – ibid facing N 
11 - cut of 402 facing N 
12 – cut of pit facing SW 
13 – cut of gully 425 facing W 
14 – cut of pit 408 facing S 
15 – cut of 406 facing S 
16 – cut of posthole facing S 
17 – cut of gully 425 from east facing W 
18 – cut of slot 414 facing W 
19 - cut of pit 504 from east facing W 
20 – cut of gully facing W 
21 – cut of pit 504 facing W 
22 – cut of pit 504 facing W 
23 – cut of gully facing W 
24 – cut of pit 504 facing S 
25 – cut of gully 510 facing ? 
26 – cut of posthole 512 facing ? 
27 – cut of small pit 514 facing ? 
28 – cut of gully 
29 – cut of pit 
30 - cut of posthole 516/518 facing W 
31 - ibid 
32 – cut of posthole 606 facing W 
33 – treebole facing W 
34 – ibid facing SW 
35 – view of area 1 trenches facing SW 
36 – treebole cut 604 facing W 
 
Film 2 
1 – View of trenches 7 –13 facing E 
2 – view of trench 7 facing E 
3 – cut of pit 706 facing NE 
4 – cut of pit 706 facing NE 
5 – cut of posthole 708 facing W 
6 – cut of pit 704 facing NE 
7 – natural feature 702 facing E 
8 - ibid 
9 – cut of posthole 714 facing W 
10 – cut of kiln/hearth 803 & 806 facing E 
11 - ibid 
12 – ibid  
13 – ibid but facing SE 
14 – cut of hearth 809 facing W 
15 – cut of postholes 811 & 813 facing W 
16 – cut of kiln/hearths 803 & 806 facing E 
17 - ibid 
18 – cut of postholes 815 & 817 facing S 
19 – view of trench 9 facing E 
20 – view of trench 10 facing E 
21 – view of trench 12 facing E 
22 – view of trench 13 facing E 
23 – cut of hearth 1002 facing NE 



24 – cut of pit 1005 facing E 
25 – cut of posthole 1007 facing NE 
26 – cut of hearth 1009 facing S 
27 – cut of posthole 1011 facing S 
28 – fill of posthole 1012 facing S 
29 – fill of posthole 1013 facing S 
30 – fill of posthole 1014 facing S 
31 – alignment of postholes facing E 
32 – cut of postholes 1103 & 1105 facing E 
33 - burnt spread 1101 facing S 
34 – cut of gully 1107 facing N 
35 – view of trench 11 facing W 
36 – machining of open area trench 5 facing S 
 
Film 3 
1 – cut of pit 1402 facing N 
2 – cut of pit 1404 facing E 
3 – cut of posthole 1406 facing W 
4 – cut of postholes 1408 & 1410 facing N 
5 – cut of postholes 1412 & 1414 facing E 
6 – cut of posthole 1416 facing N 
7 – cut of pit 1418 facing W 
8 – cut of gully 1420 facing E 
9 – cut of gully 1422 facing E 
10 – cut of slot 1424 facing W 
11 – cut of gully 1426 facing N 
12 – cut of possible posthole 1620 facing N 
13 – cut of posthole 1702 facing W 
14 – cut of posthole 1704 facing NE 
15 – view of planning of cist 
16 – cut of modern pit 1802 facing NW 
17 – cut of trench 1804 facing E 
18 – cut of trench 1806 facing E 
19 – view of trenches in Trench 18 facing N 
20 – top of hearth 1905 facing W 
21 – top of hearth 1905 facing W, detail of 
22 – cut of slot 1902 facing E 
23 – cut of possible pit or natural feature 1904 facing E 
24 – cut of possible posthole or natural feature 1911 facing W 
25 – cut of small pit 1913 facing E 
26 – cut of slot 1915 facing E 
27 – cut of hearth 1906 facing W 
28 – cut of hearth 1906 facing W, detail of 
29 – cut of posthole 1917 facing W 
30 – cut of posthole 2002 facing W 
31 – cut of possible posthole 2004 facing E 
32 – view of hearth 2101 pre-ex facing S 
33 - ibid 
34 – treebole 2103 
 
Film 4 
1 – cut of posthole 2105 facing E 
2 – view of trenches in area 3 facing W 
3 – cut of pothole 2202 facing E 
4 – cut of posthole 2204 facing E 
5 – cut of posthole 2206 facing E 
6 – cut of posthole 2208 facing E 
7 – cut of posthole 2210 facing W 
8 – fill (sherds) 2211 of posthole facing E 
9 – ibid, detail of 
10 – cut of posthole 2212 facing E 
11 – cut of hearth 2214 facing SW 
12 – cut of hearth 2216 facing SW 
13 – cut of posthole 2218 
14 – cut of possible pit 2302 facing W 
15 - cut of possible pit 2304 facing NE 
16 – cut of posthole 2306 facing E 



17 – cut of posthole 2308 facing E 
18 – cut of posthole 2310 facing NE 
19 – cut of posthole 2220 facing N 
20 – cut of possible pit 2312 facing E 
21 – cut of possible pit 2314 facing W 
22 – view of postholes trench 24 facing N 
23 - ibid 
24 – cut of posthole 2402 facing W 
25 – cut of posthole 2404 facing S 
26 – cut of posthole 2406 facing NE 
27 – cut of possible posthole 2408 facing E 
28 – view of cuts 2410 & 2412 facing SW 
29 – cut of possible posthole 2418 facing E 
30 – cut of small pit 2413 facing W 
31 – cut of slot 2416 facing SE 
32 – cut of posthole 2418 facing W 
 
Film 5 
1 – cut of posthole 2420 facing S 
2 – cut of posthole 2420 and gully 2422 facing S 
3 - ibid 
4 – cut of gully 2422 facing W 
5 – ibid, detail of 
6 – cut of postholes 2502 & 2504 facing SE 
7 – cut of posthole 2502 facing E 
8 – cut of posthole 2504 facing W 
9 – cut of posthole 2506 facing SW 
10 – cut of posthole 2508 facing S 
11 – cut of large modern pit 2512 facing S 
12 – cut of pit 2514 facing SE 
13 – cut of pit 2602 facing S 
14 – cut of posthole 2702 facing S 
15 – view of trenches in area 3 facing E 
16 – farmstead remains facing E 
17 – farmstead remains facing N 
18 – farmstead remains facing N 
19 – farmstead remains facing W 
20 – farmstead remains facing S 
21 – farmstead remains facing E 
22 – farmstead remains facing N 
23 – farmstead remains facing N 
24 – farmstead remain facing W 
25 – farmstead 1603 facing E 
26 – farmstead 1604 facing N 
27 – farmstead 1606 facing S 
28 – farmstead 1616 facing E 
29 – farmstead 1607 facing E 
30 – postholes 1613, 1614, 1615 facing N 
31 – farmstead 1611 facing N 
32 – cut of posthole 2704 facing S 
33 – cut of posthole 2706 facing W 
34 – cut of posthole 2708 facing E 
35 – cut of posthole 2710 facing E 
36 – cut of posthole 2712 facing SW 
 
Film 6 
1 – cut of posthole 2714 facing W 
2 – cut of postholes 2712 & 2714 facing W 
3 – foundation cut of farmhouse 1623 facing E 
4 – group shot of context 2802 – 2808 facing E 
5 - ibid 
6 – cut of modern ditch 2810 facing N 
7 – ibid facing E 
8 – ibid facing W 
9 – cut of ditch 2812 facing SW 
10 – ibid facing W 
11 – ibid facing SW 



12 – ibid facing W 
13 – cut of posthole 2902 facing E 
14 – cut of posthole 2904 facing N 
15 – cut of small pit 2906 facing S 
16 – cut of posthole 2908 facing SE 
17 – cut of posthole 2910 facing SE 
18 – iron object with cist fill 1705 facing E 
19 – ibid, detail of 
20 – cut of modern pit 1625 facing W 
21 – view of farmstead remains facing N 
22 - ibid 
23 – fill of cist 1706 facing E 
24 - ibid 
25 – skeleton in cist 1707 (various angles) 
26 - ibid 
27 - ibid 
28 - ibid 
29 – ibid  
30 - ibid 
31 – ibid facing S 
32 - ibid 
33 – ibid facing E 
34 – ibid facing W 
35 – stone cist upon removal of skeleton 1708 facing E 
36 - ibid 
 
Film 7 
1 - stone cist upon removal of skeleton 1708 facing S 
2 – ibid facing E 
3 – ibid 
4 – group shots of features in trench 32 facing N 
5 – ibid 
6 – cut of pit 3202 facing N 
7 – cut of posthole 3204 facing N 
8 – cut of pit 3206 facing N 
9 – cut of possible hearth 3209 facing N 
10 - ibid 
11 – excavation of open area (LY02) facing W 
12 – view of postholes 3211 & 3214 facing N 
13 – cut of posthole 3216 facing N 
14 – cut of posthole 3218 facing N 
15 – cut of possible pit/tree bole 3220 facing N 
16 – section with cut in situ 3222 facing N 
17 – group shot of features in trench 32 facing N 
 
LY02 
18 – area of excavation pre-ex facing E 
19 - ibid. 
20 – cut of posthole 3 facing S 
21 – cut of posthole 5 facing NE 
22 – cut of posthole 7 facing SE 
23 – cut of postholes 9 & 11 facing N 
24 – cut of possible posthole 17 facing NW 
25 – cut of posthole 15 facing S 
26 – cut of posthole 13 facing S 
27 – treebole 18 facing E 
28 – cut of posthole 20 facing E 
29 – cut of posthole 22 facing W 
30 – cut of posthole 24 facing N 
31 – cut of possible posthole 26 facing NW 
32 – cut of posthole 28 facing N 
33 – cut of posthole 30 facing N 
34 – cut of possible posthole 32 facing W 
35 – view of stone features facing E 
 



Film 8 (LY02) 
1 – view of stone features facing E 
2 – ibid.  
3 – ibid. facing SE 
4 - ibid. 
5 – cut of pit 53 facing NE (record shot) 
6 – view of features facing NE 
7 - ibid. 
8 – view of features facing NE 
9 - ibid. 
10 – cut of pit 35 facing SE 
11 – cut of pit 32 facing W 
12 – cut of pit 53 facing NE 
13 – cut of possible posthole 61 facing SE 
14 – cut of possible posthole 71 facing SE 
15 – cut of posthole 65 facing W 
16 – cut of possible posthole 67 facing S 
17 – cut of pit 69 facing W 
18 – cut of posthole 63 facing S 
19 - cut of posthole 59 facing NE 
20 – group shot of cuts 47, 49, 51 facing NE 
21 – group shot of cuts 40, 38 & 35 with stone slabs facing SE 
22 - ibid. 
23 – cut of pit 32 facing S 
24 – cut of pit 45 facing S 
25 – group shot of pits & hearths facing NE 
 



Appendix 3 – Finds Register 
The following list is a summary of the finds made by context both to LY01 and LY02. 
 
 

LYO1
Context Material Type Date
1001 Flint Flake Prehistoric
1423 Bone Animal 20th c
1423 coal coal 20th c
1608 pottery sherd 19th/20th c
1700 pottery rim 19th/20th c
1700 pottery base ?
1703 coal coal 19th/20th c
1705 coal coal 19th/20th c
1705 fe plough 20th c
1705 glass bottle 19th/20th c
1705 pottery base 19th/20th c
1705 pottery sherds 19th/20th c
1705 bone human Bronze Age
1805 glass window 20th c
1805 pottery rim 19th/20th c
2211 pottery sherds Bronze Age

LY02
Context Material Type Date

8 pottery sherd 19th/20th c
10 flint flake Prehistoric
10 quartz flake Prehistoric
12 flint flake Prehistoric
14 glass window 19th/20th c
14 pottery base 19th/20th c
14 fe nail 19th/20th c
18 pottery sherd 19th/20th c
29 pottery sherd 19th/20th c
68 fe nail 19th/20th c
68 pottery rim 19th/20th c

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


