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Report on an Archaeological Evaluation on new house site at Druidtemple Croft,

Gorthleck,  Planning Application IN-07~362 - Aspire Project UDI HH 2007/11

Summary

An archaeological evaluation was conducted prior to this single new house build because of
it’s location in an area which the Highland Council Archaeological Unit (HCAU) considers
to be sensitive due to known archaeological and historical features. The programme of work
included documentary research, walk-over survey and watching brief. The work was
conducted on 27th November 2007 and no archaeological features or artefacts were located.
As a result of this evaluation it is considered probable that there are no important
archaeological or historical features in the development area and I concluded that no
further archaeological work on this site is required.

Description of the development 

The house site is located on a rough grazing farmland site (NGR NH 507 182, maps 1 & 2
page 2, photograph 1) at Drumtemple Croft near Gorthleck in the parish of Boleskine and
Abertarff. The development area is shown on a scale plan (figure 5 page 4) prepared by the
builders Norscot Joinery Ltd of Caithness to be a rectangular plot covered in grass of
approximately 40 m by 30 m on which a house 16.5 by 6.3 m will be erected. 

The house plot is shown on the 1st edition OS map associated with three old buildings
including a school house at Bailebeag (maps 3 & 4 page 3; map 6 page 8; photographs 1-3).
Access to the plot is from the SE by a recent extension of an existing access road to the
neighbouring family home. Water and electricity utilities are already on site.

The developers/owner-occupiers are Mr Justin Sharp and Miss Denise Johnston of
Drumtemple Farm who were responsible for the work, including tendering and contractual
arrangements.  The site clearance contractor was Mr Angus Fraser of Gorthleck. The
archaeological work was carried out by Dr Harry Robinson, a Member of the Institute of
Field Archaeologists to professional standards.
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Map 3 - OS 1:10,560 map 1874

OS 1:10,560 map 1905
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                                                                                                        Figure 5 :  Site plan
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Evaluation Method

While there are  no known prehistoric sites within the application area there are several
modern buildings depicted on maps; also there are archaeological remains recorded nearby
and it was believed that others could lie in the area. The programme of archaeological works
was designed to identify the location, nature and extent of any such features at the earliest
possible stage so that they could be preserved or recorded before they were damaged or
destroyed. This approach ensured that any archaeological recording would cause minimum
delay or disruption to the development. The work consisted of two specific elements:

A desk based assessment of the site
Archaeological monitoring (watching brief) during all site ground works (including
topsoil stripping for house foundations, access roads, utilities and landscaping) within the
development area.

Desktop research

A Desk-based Assessment of the relevant archaeological/ historical records, maps and aerial
photographs as specified in the brief was undertaken on 22nd November 2007, including:

The Highland Council Sites and Monuments Record (HSMR) in Inverness
The National Monuments Record for Scotland (NMRS)
Historic Scotland: List of Scheduled Monuments; Listed Buildings; 
Highland Council Archives and early cartographic collection in Inverness 

w Aerial photographic coverage held by RCAHMS and the HCSMR
w Maps, including Ordnance Survey coverage 
w Bibliographic references and early parish accounts.

I wish to thank the staff of these organizations for their assistance

Results of the Desktop research
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There are no scheduled monuments or listed buildings on this site but there are two B Listed
buildings close by which will not be effected (Gaz 8 Boleskine Old Manse, 9 Boleskine
Parish Church & 10 Parish graveyard) but the Highland Council Archaeological Unit
(HCAU) considers this to be a sensitive area. There are hut circles in the area and a building
is recorded on the site on old maps (Gaz 5 Bailebeag Farmstead) so there is a potential for
buried features to survive which may be impacted by this development

Summary of relevant Sites as revealed by the Desktop research (full details in Gazetteer
& Bibliography Appendix II) :

1 - Boleskine - Cairnfield, Cord Rig, Hut Circle 
NMRS no. NH51NW 1 - HCSMR no. NH51NW001 - NGR NH 509 187 

2 - Boleskine - Hut Circle 
NMRS no. NH51NW 19 - HCSMR no. NH51NW019 - NGR NH 5036 1827 

3 - Loch Mhor Dam, River Gourag; Loch Garth; Foyers Hydro-Electric Scheme Dam
NMRS no. NH51NW 20 - HCSMR no. NH51NW023 - NGR NH 51333 18110

4 - Corriegarth - Enclosure 
NMRS no. NH51NW 36 - HCSMR no. NH51NW036 - NGR NH 507 177 
 
5 - Bailebeag - Farmstead 
NMRS no. NH51NW 24 - HCSMR no. NH51NW040 - NGR NH 503 180 

6 - Allt Loin - Farmstead 
NMRS no. NH51NW 29 - HCSMR no. NH51NW045 - NGR NH 5017 1758 
 
7 - General Wade's Military Road, Fort William - Fort Augustus - Inverness
NMRS no. NH51NW 22 - SMR NUMBER: NH51NW0027 
- NGR NH 5000 1750 to 5000 1990

8 - Old Manse, Boleskine - Listed B
NMRS no. NH51NW 39 - HCSMR no. NH51NW052 or H51NW0025 ??????? 52/25
NGR NH 50573 17914

9 - Boleskine Parish Church - Listed B
NMRS no. NH51NW 35 - HCSMR no. NH51NW024 - NGR NH 50756 18248

10 - Boleskine Parish graveyard - Listed B
SMR NUMBER: NH51NW0028  - NGR NH 50748 18252
The Watching Brief 
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A walk-over survey  was conducted to locate and record any traces of standing or buried
archaeological/historical features. Of the buildings recorded at Bailebeag as in use in 1874
(maps 3 & 4) and still depicted on the current digital map - two were no longer standing and
there was no trace of them on the ground (map 6 page 8, buildings 3 & 4 - the school house).
It was explained by the farmer that they were demolished some time ago after the building of
the family bungalow (map 6 no.5). The insubstantial buildings 1 & 2 remain as ruins but
were occupied until the 1970s (photographs 2 & 3).

As agreed with the Council Archaeology Unit the watching brief began on 27th November
2007 and was required during all site ground works, including topsoil stripping of the house
footprints, access roads and service trenches. The weather on the was generally wet and cold. 

Objectives  of the Watching Brief

To identify the location, nature and extent of any features or objects of archaeological
importance and to record them before they were damaged or destroyed -  excavation
and/or sampling were not the purpose of this project
To propose arrangements for the safeguarding where possible, and recording where
necessary of any archaeological features or finds identified. These will be agreed with the
Highland Council Archaeology Unit.
To make sure that the needs for archaeological conservation and recording are met
without causing any unnecessary delay or disturbance to the development project.

The development area was marked off and firstly stripped of turf then topsoil (photograph 5)
using a JCB-type excavator with a straight-edged bucket, working under the direction of Dr
Harry Robinson (on a 1:1 ratio) to ensure controlled conditions. Care was taken to avoid over
excavation. The location of the work is shown on the site plan (figure 5 page 4 and map 7
page 8). A gravel extension of the existing access road had already been constructed (map 7).

Work began in the SE corner of the plot where subsurface traces of the northern part of the
demolished building no.3 may have been identified (compare map 6 with map 7) but no
traces of a building were found (photograph 4). The dark topsoil was shallow, varying from
0.18 m in the northern area (where it was of sufficient quality to be spread on the rest of the
field) to 0.10 m in the south (where its stony content resulted in it being dumped as spoil).
The subsoil was yellowish sandy gravel (photographs 6-8). It was clear that the plot had
never been ploughed, but an ill-defined narrow (c.0.3 m wide) dark area was found running
14.0 m from the SE to NW (photographs 7-8; X-Y figure 6). The contents of this patch were
examined and it was found to be a very shallow depression (100-250 mm) in the subsoil
filled with darker topsoil - there were no traces of construction marks or stone content. 
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                                                                                                                                         Map 6

                                                                                                                                         Map 7
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Discussion. 

The programme of work included documentary research, walk-over survey and watching
brief. The Desktop research suggested two lines of inquiry: firstly, there may be subsurface
traces of prehistoric settlement associated with nearby hut circles and field system; secondly,
there may be a historic building requiring recording. During the initial walkover survey no
surface features were observed. The were no artefacts found in the topsoil other than modern
fragments of glass, china and rusty metal.

The site stripping produced no evidence of subsurface features such as pits or charcoal
patches: a dark area where a shallow depression was found containing darker topsoil but no
traces of construction marks or stone content. This could be traces of a shallow field drain,
but from the lie of the land it is considered unlikely. It is possible that if structure 3 had been
as insubstantial as buildings 1 & 2 then this may have been the location of its western wall,
but there was no evidence for a gable end and it lies 2 m to the west of the mapped feature.
My best interpretation is that as feature 3 is depicted in two parts, this trench is a depression
under the insubstantial wall of a byre or unroofed paddock forming the northern part of a
modern agricultural structure..

It is my opinion that the lack of archaeological evidence in this area suggests that it was not
exploited in prehistoric or mediaeval periods in ways that have left detectable traces. The
buildings comprising Bailebeag farmstead are not of historical interest, they are (were) not
post-clearance houses but relatively modern brick and wooden structures with corrugated
iron roofs associated with  modern arable and pastoral farming. 

Conclusion and Recommendations

On the basis of the results of this evaluation it is considered probable that there are no
important archaeological or historical features in the development area and I concluded that
no further archaeological work on this site is required. 
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1 - Boleskine - Cairnfield, Cord Rig, Hut Circle 
NMRS no. NH51NW 1 - HCSMR no. NH51NW001 - NGR NH 509 187 
On a ridge is a settlement of three, circular, stone-walled huts (A-C) 
Hut 'A' measure 13.2 m overall diameter, the outer face being defined by a number of stones
set on edge. The wall is spread to c. 2.5 m, save in the E arc, where it is destroyed except for
one outer facing stone. No inner face or entrance is apparent. 
B and C measures c.13.0 m and c.11.5 m diameter respectively between the centres of walls
spread to c.2.5 m all round. Each has a 'simple' entrance c. 2.0 m wide, in the E arc. 
C.20 m E of hut 'C' is a roughly circular area about 12.0 m in diameter with a ruinous wall on
its W side. Possibly a very denuded hut. 
In the vicinity of the huts are several stone clearance heaps and occasional field walls,
probably from contemporary plots. Surveyed at 1/2500 Visited by OS 1971 
Settlement and Field System (three hut circles shown) OS 1/10,000 map 1976. 
The three hut circles ('A' -'C') are as described by Field surveyor. The last feature mentioned
(now 'D') is almost certainly a hut circle. It survives as a low platform about 12.5 m in overall
diameter, with stone evident around the perimeter. No entrance is visible. The overlying
'ruinous wall' on the W side is of a later period. There is no definite sign of associated
cultivation, any traces having been removed by later agriculture, which is exemplified by
rig-and-furrow and low, ruinous stone walls. A line of crudely constructed shooting butts lies
adjacent to the huts to the NW. Surveyed at 1/2500 by OS 1976 

2 - Boleskine - Hut Circle 
NMRS no. NH51NW 19 - HCSMR no. NH51NW019 - NGR NH 5036 1827 
A circular stone-walled hut measuring 10.0 m in diameter within a well-preserved wall
spread to 3.0 m with an occasional outer facing stone visible. The wall expands to 5.5 m at
either side of the clubbed and splayed entrance in the E arc. Surveyed at 1/2500 by OS 1973.
Hut Circle OS 25" map 1974. Visited by OS 1979 
 
3 - Loch Mhor Dam, River Gourag; Loch Garth; Foyers Hydro-Electric Scheme- Dam
NMRS no. NH51NW 20 - HCSMR no. NH51NW023 - NGR NH 51333 18110
The dam is visible on vertical air photograph (OS 70/086/029, flown 1970).
Information from RCAHMS 1996. The dam is depicted, but not noted, on the 1976 edition of
the OS 1:10,000 map. The available map evidence suggests that it extends from NH c. 51415
18036 to NH c. 51255 18198. Information from RCAHMS 2006 (Close-Brooks 1986, 41-2,
No. 10; 1995).

4 - Corriegarth - Enclosure 
NMRS no. NH51NW 36 - HCSMR no. NH51NW036 - NGR NH 507 177 
 
5 - Bailebeag - Farmstead 
NMRS no. NH51NW 24 - HCSMR no. NH51NW040 - NGR NH 503 180 
A farmstead comprising two unroofed buildings, one of which has an attached enclosure, is
depicted on the 1st edition of the OS 6-inch map (Inverness-shire 1874, sheet liv), it is not
shown on the OS 1:10,000 map 1976, but four buildings are depicted on the OS 1:25,000
map 2002. Information from RCAHMS (SAH) 1996 
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6 - Allt Loin - Farmstead 
NMRS no. NH51NW 29 - HCSMR no. NH51NW045 - NGR NH 5017 1758 
A farmstead comprising one unroofed building built into the corner of an enclosure is
depicted on the 1st edition of the OS 6-inch map (Inverness-shire 1874, sheet liv), but it is
not shown on the OS 1:10000 map 1976. Information from RCAHMS (SAH) 1996 
 
7 - General Wade's Military Road, Fort William - Fort Augustus - Inverness
NMRS no. NH51NW 22 - SMR NUMBER: NH51NW0027 
- NGR NH 5000 1750 to 5000 1990
Military Road OS 1:10000 map. NH 5000 1750 - 5015 1760: The B862 public road is
presumeably on the line of the earlier Wade road.
NH 5015 1760: From this point onwards, there is much controversy and speculation as to
where the road ran to, its next known point lies NNW of Torness at NH 5765 2793.
1) - NH 5015 1760 - 5387 1999: The present B862 public road by Lochgarthside, but this
road is not shown on Lyon's map of 1845 (NSA 1845).
Or  2) - NH 5015 1760 - 5167 1999: Across mainly afforested moorland where previously no
traces had been conclusively found. Approximate course indicated on Roy's map of 1747-55
and Lyon's map of 1845 (NSA 1845). Visited by OS September 1977; March 1979

8 - Old Manse, Boleskine 
NMRS no. NH51NW 39 - HCSMR no. NH51NW052 or H51NW0025 ??????? 52/25
NGR NH 50573 17914
Listed B; HB Number 1848 Item no. 5 - Date of Listing 17-APR-1986 
Architecture Notes NMRS REFERENCE Architect: Ross and Macbeth (I C May 1, 1888)
Description: 1773-75. 2-storey, 3-bay S facing house; harl pointed squared rubble with tooled
rubble dressings. Centre door masked by later gabled porch; panelled door. 2-light ground
floor windows (enlarged circa 1830-40); multi-pane glazing; margined end stacks; slate roof. 
Coped rubble garden wall. (NSA 1835, 60; Lawson 1978, 10)

9 - Boleskine Parish Church
NMRS no. NH51NW 35 - HCSMR no. NH51NW024 - NGR NH 50756 18248
HB Number 1846 Item no. 3 - Category: B Date of Listing 05-OCT-1971 
Description: 1777. Simple rectangular church, with long south facing 6-bay principal
elevation. All grey granite rubble with tooled rubble dressings. Doorways in each outer bay
with double leaf plank doors and rectangular fanlights. Pair round-headed windows in bays 2
and 5, with 2 plain square headed in centre; gallery windows in east and west gables; with
small later ground floor window in east gable lighting (later) Minister's room. Multi-pane
glazing. Birdcage bellcote at west gable with moulded cornice topped by ball finial; ball
finial at east gable apex; flat skews; slate roof. Interior; simple interior re-cast in late 19th
century (to east). Wide panelled pulpit and Minister's desk. Gallery across west end; plain
pews. Burial ground; roughly coped drystone walled square burial ground encloses church;
pair square tooled grey granite gate piers with plain caps. 
Ecclesiastical building in use as such. Church "...long and narrow, resembling a barn more
than a house meant for public worship" (NSA 1835, 60-61). Earlier church at Boleskine on
Loch Ness side. (Hay 1957, 259; Lawson 1978, 9-10).
Architect: Ross and Macbeth (I C May 1, 1888) - .(Undated) information in NMRS

10 - Boleskine Parish graveyard
SMR NUMBER: NH51NW0028  - NGR NH 50748 18252  - LEGAL STATUS: Listed B
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Appendix IV

Photograph Register of jpg digital images on HCSMR CD

jpg on CD Report    Description jpg on CD Report    Description
photo photo

2 4 first cut SE corner 25 building 2
3 second cut S edge 26 building 2
4 third cut S edge 27 building 2
5 west side 28 building 2
7 west side 29 building 2 - interior
8 west side 30 building 2
9 NE site marker 31 building 2

10 1 view of site from SW showing chapel 32 building 2
12 west side 33 building 2 with associated enclosure
13 6 sandy subsurface 34 building 2 with associated enclosure
14 north side 36 sandy subsurface to E
15 5 east side 41 removing central section
17 building 1 42 full strip
18 building 1 43 8 full strip - linerar feature
19 2 building 1 44 full strip
20 building 1 45 7 full strip
22 building 2
23 building 2
24 3 building 2


