












2. Loch Eilde Prisoner of War Cam~

2.1 Why this topic.

I have lived in Kinlochleven for fifteen years and until spring of this year I had
never walked to the ''Temporary Factory" or the "German Camp". In an effort to
take more exercise, my husband and I had bought a young puppy, and so one
sunny spring day in April, we decided to show the puppy these sites. The walk
was along the old railway cutting and we eventually reached the site of the
''Temporary Factory". Parts of the factory are still clearly visible and after having
a good look round, we crossed the river and headed back down towards
Kinlochleven. On turning a comer, there below us was the site of the camp and I
was amazed at how large the site appeared to be. How many walkers must come
across this site and wonder what the buildings once were and why out here away
from the main village?

Having an interest in local history and field archaeology here was a subject just
waiting to be investigated and researched.

2.2 A history of the site

As in any war there is a need for camps to house prisoners of the conflict and
around 1916 one such camp was built approximately two and half miles from the
village ofKinlochleven in Argyll. The camp was built on one of the few areas of
flat ground along side the River Leven. It held some 1000, German and Belgian
prisoners of war, conscientious objectors and 500 British troops of a low medical
category.

The camp measured approximately 720 feet in length and 320 feet at its widest
point. The original plans show that the prisoners were housed in 13 huts along
with the usual ancillary buildings, laundry rooms, washrooms and latrines,
kitchen, theatre, workshops and a hospital. The guards and officers were housed
in a separate area overlooking the general campsite. Here was a small parade
ground, a detention block, sergeants mess, officers quarters, and general guard
quarters. A siding from the railway line to the temporary factory crossed the river
and ran through the camp. This was probably used to bring in supplies for the
camp and perhaps to take the guards and prisoners into Kinlochleven.

The plans also record a ''Death Line", prisoners could wander freely inside this
line, but to step over the line would have resulted in death, or was it just a line on
the plans.
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All that now remains of the camp are a few concrete foundations, some parts of
stone buildings, supports for the railway where it crossed the river, and the
unusually flat and clear area of the site itself. After the war the buildings were
dismantled and sold at auction. The land is still owned by Alcan Aluminium.

2.3 The Inmates

There were three distinct groups of men in the camp, German and Belgian
prisoners of war, conscientious objectors and the British Guards. Finding any
information on the British Guards has proved to be difficult as any listings held by
the Ministry of Defence are by name, rank and regiment and these details are as
yet unknown. The fact that the guards were chosen because they were medically
unfit for front line duty meant that many regiments were represented amongst the
guards. Many records from the First World War had been gathered together for
safe keeping, but were destroyed in the Second World War

The same problem of identifying the German prisoners has made collecting
information on them almost as difficult. However some facts about the prisoners
do exist.

Before 1914, 80 per cent of the worlds aluminium came from Germany and the
war cut of supplies whilst driving up demand. The British Aluminium Company
had recently completed the construction of their Aluminium smelter in
Kinlochleven. It was powered by cheap hydro-electricity from the Blackwater
reservoir, but this held too little reserves of water to meet the new demands.
Balfour Beatty was commissioned to build an aqueduct to bring water from Loch
Eilde, five miles away, to the Blackwater reservoir. The work was finished within
two years, thanks to the additional manpower supplied by the German prisoners
ofwar. The University of Glasgow, hold records from British Alcan and amongst
them is a file of correspondence and agreements between Balfour Beatty and
British Aluminium Company concerning Loch Eilde supply schemes. 1

The prisoners were also used in the construction of the first road into
Kinlochleven from Glencoe, which ran along the south side of Loch Leven.
Documents concerning the construction of the road, complaints against the work
force and general correspondence are held in Inverness Library,2 and Public
Records Office, Kew. A camp existed at Coalsnacon for officers and "
professional persons" such as doctors and lawyers, who were also supposed to be
part of the work force. The regular prisoners from Kinlochleven were marched
through the village every morning and evening to and from the section ofthe road
they were working on.

I The Archives & Business Records Centre, University of Glasgow.
2 Archives Department, Inverness Library. See Appendix 7
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