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1.0 Executive Summary
This report presents the aims, methodologies and results of a
programme of archaeological work carried out by Glasgow
University Archaeological Research Division (GUARD) prior to
planning consent for a housing development at Milton of Leys,
Inverness (NGR NH 694 420). The work was commissioned by
Tulloch Homes Ltd and comprised a desk-based assessment,
walkover survey, geophysical survey, trial trenching and a total
station theodolite survey

The results of the work suggest that there are archaeological
remains present within the development area, the majority of which
have been subject to extensive truncation caused by ploughing.
Six areas have been highlighted for further archaeological work.

Recommendations have been presented in section 9 for future
archaeological work at Milton of Leys. It is suggested that this work
consist of both small-scale excavation and selective watching briefs.

2.0 Introduction --------------
The work commissioned by Tulloch Homes Ltd was undertaken by
Glasgow University Archaeological Research Division (GUARD). It
was commissioned by Tulloch Homes Ltd and undertaken in
accordance with guidelines specified within terms of reference
produced by the Highland Council Archaeology Service. A project
design submitted by GUARD was accepted and the fieldwork began
in November 1998, but due to the presence of crops in the area, the
work was suspended until March 1999. The remainder of the work
was carried out between 9 and 21 March 1999 under the direction
of the author. Monitoring of the work was carried out by Highland
Council Archaeology Service.

3.0 Site Location, Topography and Geology
The land potentially affected by the proposed development lies
approximately 5 km to the south of Inverness in Highland Region
(Figure 1). The development site is centred upon NGR NH 694 420
and encompasses an area of approximately 1.5 square kilometres
(excluding the area marked Woodland and Moorland' on Figure 2).
The topography of the development area is predominantly
positioned on a north-facing slope, dropping from 190 metres OD at
the south to 115 metres OD to the north. The land comprises
undulating lowland and foothills with gentle and strong slopes.
The soils of the area are predominantly humus-iron podzols and
occasional gleys (Macauley Institute for Soil Science 1981). The
drift geology comprises undifferentiated tills (stiff, stony, sandy clay
mictons typically massive, but deposits stratified and more sandy
locally, including lenses of gravel) overlying a solid geology of
Inshes Flagstone Formation (red and greenish-grey, fine to coarse
grained gritty sandstones and porordic siltstones) (Geological
Survey of Britain 1997).
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Site I (NGR 68484256)

Site I comprised the upstanding remains of a concrete water station
(disused).

Site II (NGR NH 6848 4256)

A second water station was discovered 20 m south of Site I. This
structure is presumably older than Site I, as it is built of stone
rather than concrete. Both sites I and II are located within a small
dry river valley and clearly positioned there to utilise the water
which must now flow through subterranean pipes (Figure 1).

It is probable that this structure may relate to a reservoir which
is indicated on the first edition of the OS map.

Site III (NGR NH 6825 4242)

This site consists of dry-stone revetment of the eastern bank of a
south/north flowing stream. The structure is visible for
approximately 15 m and stands between 1.2 and 1.15 m high. It
has been built using very large boulders, slabs and small packing
stones. Both banks of this fast flowing stream are fragile, and
numerous recent erosion scars are evident.

Site W (NGR NH 6852 4264)

This site, discovered during the walkover survey, is positioned at
the north-east corner of the development area at the edge of arable
land. It is a square, banked enclosure with sides 27 m in length.
The banks are approximately 2 m wide and stand to a height of
between 0.3 and 0.7 m above the external land surface. The area
within the enclosure is undulating and generally lower than the
outside. A low mound 3 m (east/west) by 10 m (north/ south) lies
in the centre of the enclosure. The site is covered by grass except
where there is a concentration of large stones along the inside edge
of the southern wall. This site appears on the first edition OS map
(1873).

Site V (NOR NH 68584181)

The foundations and gardens of the Milton of Leys farm were
located during the walkover survey. The buildings, which were
upstanding in 1989 (Driscoll 1989), have been completely
demolished but they are shown on the present OS 1: 10,000 map
(1984).

Site VI (NOR NH 68744157)

A stone culvert was located at the boundary of 'House Phase l' and
'Hotel and Lodges' (Figure 1).
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Details

A number of possible archaeological features were encountered at
the north end of the trench following the removal of topsoil. These
comprised a curvilinear feature with possible associated post holes
and pits (Figure 4). A slot was excavated through the curvilinear
feature [0101] to reveal that it was a negative, truncated feature
which varied from 0.4 - 0.3 m wide and of 0.06 m deep. The feature
was filled by a dark brown silt sand [0102] with occasional
inclusions of charcoal flecks. A circular feature [0104] was
excavated by half section to reveal the remains of a post
impression. This feature had a diameter of 0.15 m and a depth of
0.04 m with concave sloping sides and a rounded base. It was filled
by [0105], a dark grey brown silt sand with no inclusions.

Two possible postholes/pits [0103] and [0107] were also
encountered associated with feature [0101]. A possible, sub
circular, large pit [0106] was also encountered 0.6 m east of [0101].
These three features were not excavated.

All the above features were located at the southern end of
trench 1. No artefacts were recovered.

Trench 2
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Length (m)
Orientation
Topography
Topsoil depth (m)
No ofpossible features
Features excavated

22
west/east
flat
0.35
3
o

-
-
-

Details

Three field drains were encountered in this trench. A large, stone
filled field drain [0201] 0.85 m wide was located at the east end of
the trench running from the south-east to the north-west. Two
smaller drains [0202] and [0203], both 0.25 m wide, were
orientated south-south-east to north-north-west. None of the
features were excavated. No artefacts were recovered.
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Trench 3

Length (m)
Orientation
Topography
Topsoil depth (m)
No ofpossible features
Features excavated

20.5
west/east
flat
0.5
2
2

23
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No archaeological remams were encountered. No artefacts were
recovered.

-
-
•

•

-
-
-
-

Trench 49

Length (m)
Orientation
Topography
Topsoil depth (m)
No ofpossible features
Features excavated

Details

Trench 50

Length (m)
Orientation
Topography
Topsoil depth (m)
No ofpossible features
Features excavated

22.5
west/east
flat/west facing slope
0.35
o
o

22.8
north / south
flat top of low knoll
0.45
2
o

-
•

Details

Two possible field drains [5001] and [5002] were located within this
trench. Both were approximately 0.8 m wide. Neither feature was
excavated. No artefacts were recovered.
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Trench 51

Length (m)
Orientation
Topography
Topsoil depth (m)
No ofpossible features
Features excavated

22
west/east
flat
0.45
6
1

-
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Details

This trench revealed the most intriguing archaeological remains on
the entire site. During the removal of topsoil, two very large, sub
rounded stones were uncovered [5101] and [5102] (Figure 5).
These stones had dimensions of approximately 1.25 by 1 by 0.4 m
and 1.4 by 1.2 by 0.5 m respectively. The trench was extended to
allow the investigation of the area around these stones.
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A large area of dark brown silt [5106] was revealed to the west of

the stones and two curvilinear features [5103] and [5105] were
identified to the east. The dark silt contained a concentration of
sub-rounded and rounded stones [5107] up to 0.25 by 0.2 by 0.2 m
in size. This concentration was not excavated.

A 0.25 m slot was excavated through [5103] to reveal it as a
shallow feature 0.35 m wide with maximum depth of 0.05 m. It
was filled with a mid dark sand silt [5104] which contained
approximately 20% small sub-rounded stones to a size of 0.1 m in
diameter. Feature [5105] was not excavated but probably was
continuation of [5503]. No artefacts were recovered.

•

•

•

•
Trench 52

Length (m)
Orientation
Topography
Topsoil depth (m)
No ofpossible features
Features excavated

23.6
west/east
flat
0.35
2
o

•

•

•
Details

This trench contained a linear feature and a possible sub-circular
pit. Due to limitations of time, neither feature was investigated. No
artefacts were recovered.

-
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Trench 53

Length (m)
Orientation
Topography
Topsoil depth (m)
No ofpossible features
Features excavated

23
north / south
flat
0.45
o
o

•

•

-
Details

No archaeological remalns were encountered. No artefacts were
recovered.
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Trench 1

The results from trench 1 suggest human activity at some point
here in the past. This is perhaps not surprising, due to its close
proximity to the known hut-circles and field systems within
Bogbain Wood. No artefacts were recovered during the
investigation of this trench and the form of the remains discovered
within its restricted area do not allow concrete conclusions to be
drawn about their date or nature. It is, however, very probable that
the archaeology extends into the surrounding area.

Trenches 35-38

Trenches 35-38 were positioned within geophysics Grid F to allow
the investigation of the anomalies identified there. The trial
trenching confirmed that the geophysical anomalies within this grid
were of an anthropogenic nature. Further investigation in this
area, such as excavation to establish the extent of the ditch [3602],
would clarify the character and date of the activity represented.

Although the remains are truncated, it is possible that the site
represents a prehistoric ditched enclosure.

Trenches 39-41

The archaeological remains encountered in these trenches are
substantial. Although the linear features may represent
agricultural features, the presence of two pits [4001] and [4003]
indicates additional human activity within the area.

Trenches 51

The discovery of two very large stones [5101 and [5102] in trench
51 was unusual. Indeed, these stones are large enough to be the
collapsed remains of a stone circle. The discovery of a curvilinear
ditch [5103] in the vicinity increases the possibility that the stones
may be a result of human activity. In addition, the position of the
trench, at the bottom of a gentle slope, and the presence of colluvial
material there may result in good preservation of any other
archaeological features present.

Trench 55

This trench contained the best preserved archaeological features.
The remains of a hearth/pit [5501] indicates human, possibly
domestic activity. A possible unexcavated second hearth
[5502]/[5507] was also uncovered, together with three other
possible features. At present it is impossible to comment on the
form and date of these remains.
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