
CFA ARCHAEOLOGY LTD 
 
 
February  2006 
 
 
Commissioned by Historic Scotland on behalf of the Scottish Ministers 
 
 

 
 

CFA ARCHAEOLOGY LTD 
Old Engine House 

Eskmills Business Park 
Musselburgh  EH21 7PQ 

 
Tel:  0131-273-4380 
Fax:  0131-273-4381 

e-mail:  cfa@cfa-archaeology.co.uk 
 
 

This document has been prepared in accordance with CFA Archaeology Ltd standard 
operating procedures. 
 
 Author:      Date 28/02/06 
 
 Approved by:      Date 
 
 Draft/Final Report Stage:    FINAL 
 
 
Authors:  Ian M Suddaby:  MA  FSA (Scot)  AIFA 
      Ross H M White:  BSc  AIFA 
Illustrations:  Karen Clarke:  MA  MSc  BA 

 Ross H M White:  BSc  AIFA 
Editor:  Sue Anderson:  BA  MPhil  PgDip  FSA (Scot)  MIFA 

 
 
 
 

A830 Upgrading; Loch Nan Uamh to Arisaig, 
Lochaber, Highland. 

Archaeological Excavations. 
Data Structure Report: 

No. 1100.   
 



A830/1100/0 Page 2 CFA 

CONTENTS 
1. Introduction 3 

2. Arisaig  5 

3. Borrodale West 13 

4. Lochan Torr na Nighinn (Brunary Burn) 18 

5. Other Sites 29 

6. Recommendations for Topsoil-Strip monitoring 33 

7. References  34 

APPENDICES 

 Arisaig 

1. Context Register 35 

2. Drawings Register 37 

3. Samples Register 38 

4. Photographs Register (includes the evaluation photograph register) 41 

5. Finds Register 47 

Borrodale West 

6. Context Register 48 

7. Field Drawings Register 51 

8. Samples Register 51 

9. Photograph Register 52 

10. Finds Register 54 

 Lochan Torr na Nighinn (Brunary Burn) 

11. Context Register 55 

12. Drawings Register 56 

13. Samples Register 57 

14. Photographic Register 57 

15. Finds Register 60 

ILLUSTRATIONS 

Fig. 1 Location map showing the sites described in the text           4 

Fig. 2 Arisaig Burnt Mound, General Plan             7 

Fig. 3 Arisaig Burnt Mound, Section J-FF             8 

Fig. 4 Arisaig Burnt Mound, Section L-AR             9 

Fig. 5 Borrodale West, General Plan             15 

Fig. 6 Lochan Torr na Nighinn, Site Plan showing structures, trenches & other features       19 

Fig. 7 Lochan Torr na Nighinn, Trench 2, North facing baulk           21 



A830/1100/0 Page 3 CFA 

1. INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1 General 
 
1.1.1 This report describes the results of a programme of archaeological 

excavations and recording undertaken by CFA Archaeology Ltd (CFA) 
between September and November 2005.  These took place within the 
corridor of the proposed A830 Fort William to Mallaig Trunk Road 
upgrading, between Loch Nan Uamh in the south-east and Arisaig in the 
north-west (Fig 1).  The work was commissioned by Historic Scotland on 
behalf of the Scottish Ministers.   

 
1.1.2 Significant sites at Arisaig, Borrodale and Lochan Torr na Nighinn (Brunary 

Burn) were excavated, with additional work being undertaken at a number of 
other sites of less significance.  All are located on Fig 1.   

 
1.1.3 In the following text, the major sites are described in turn, followed by the 

lesser sites.  Each section offers general conclusions and an outline of 
suggested future work.  Also included is a revised list of locations where 
topsoil monitoring is recommended.  Detailed post-excavation 
recommendations are provided under separate cover.  Figures in bold (eg 007) 
refer to context numbers, summary descriptions are in Appendices 1, 6, 11.   

 
1.2 Background 
 
1.2.1 The upgraded road from Loch Nan Uamh to Arisaig will replace the last 

remaining stretch of single-track trunk road in Scotland and is therefore a 
landmark infrastructure development.  The work described here represents the 
final phase of the wider upgrading of the A830 between Lochailort and 
Mallaig.  Previous phases (Rees 1996, Carter et al 2005) have taken place 
over the last decade.   

 
1.2.2 ASH Design compiled a Cultural Heritage assessment of the proposed 

development in 2003 for inclusion in the Environmental Statement prepared 
by The Highland Council (ASH 2003).  In 2005, Historic Scotland, on behalf 
of the Scottish Ministers commissioned CFA Archaeology Ltd to update the 
desk-based assessment and conduct a walk-over survey of the route (Suddaby 
2005a).  Once completed, an invasive evaluation was undertaken and a second 
report produced (Suddaby 2005b) with recommendations for further work 
being approved by Historic Scotland prior to the excavations.   

 
1.2.3 No work comparable in extent to that reported here has been previously 

conducted in Lochaber.  Archaeological work during past phases of A830 
upgrading have not involved such extensive sites.  Denis Rixson, recounting 
the history of Arisaig and Morar, describes its prehistory as an almost blank 
sheet, illuminated currently by no more than lists of sites (2002, 4).  Although 
recognising its potential, he is pessimistic of any improvements, citing the 
time demands on the few archaeologists in the Highlands.  What is not 
foreseen is the impact of Scottish Executive funded infrastructure 
improvements, such as reported on here.   
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2. ARISAIG 
 
2.1 Introduction 
 
2.1.1 This section describes the results of an archaeological excavation undertaken 

on the outskirts of Arisaig at the northern end of the road corridor (Fig 2), 
where burnt stones and charcoal were located in a wet area adjacent to a 
stream during the evaluation.  These may be the remains of a burnt mound.   

 
2.2 Background 
 
2.2.1 Nearby archaeological work associated with a previous phase of the A830 

upgrading (Carter et al 2005) included the excavation of a cairn dating to the 
Bronze Age (NM68NE 35), located 400m to the west of the possible burnt 
mound discussed here (Fig 1).  Additional work on other sites around the 
Mointeach Mhor, further to the north, also revealed ephemeral Bronze Age 
activity.  Prior to the current work, no burnt mounds had been recorded in 
Lochaber.  Currently, the nearest such recorded sites appear to be on the Isle 
of Skye, with further examples around Drumnadrochit.   

 
2.3 Objectives 
 
2.3.1 The excavation aimed fully to reveal and characterise the site identified during 

the evaluation, as well as to recover finds and samples to enable its function, 
date and place in the archaeological record of Lochaber to be established.  To 
this end, a trench measuring c.12m by c.13m (c.156m²) was excavated by 
machine to reveal the extent of the site, which was then excavated by hand.  
The objectives will be realised once the post-excavation work is completed.   

 
2.4 Working Methods 
 
2.4.1 Work was conducted with regard to the Historic Scotland Project Design and 

according to the Institute of Field Archaeologists (Standard and Guidance for 
an Archaeological Excavation).  Recording of all elements was done 
following established CFA methods, principally by completing standard CFA 
record forms, drawing in both plan and section, and by photography.  The 
evaluation and excavation trenches were located in relation to fixed control 
points using EDM equipment.   

 
2.4.2 Topsoil removal during both the evaluation and excavation was undertaken by 

a tracked excavator using a flat-bladed bucket, under constant supervision.  
The removed topsoil was used to form bunds around the site which were 
partly sited to resist potential flooding.  All were reinstated on completion of 
the excavation.   

 
2.5 Conditions 
 
2.5.1 The excavations at Arisaig took place in a wet location and the excavation 

coincided with a particularly wet spell of weather in the Highlands.  The 
adjacent stream completely flooded the site overnight on 13th September, 
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necessitating the use of a pump to remove water.  Excavations took place 
close to the water table and up to 0.5m below that of the adjacent stream.   

 
2.6 Site and Setting 
 
2.6.1 The site (Figs 1-2), at c.25m OD, lies at NM 6667 8650 on the eastern extent 

of the improved land to the east of Arisaig village.  This land boundary is 
marked by a substantial grass-grown linear bank, from which occasional 
bushes and small stunted trees emerge.  It is shown as a hedge-line on the OS 
1st Edition map (1876).  Immediately to the east, in a channel (straightened 
and formalised by the field bank), a small stream runs through alder trees and 
beyond is an area of semi-improved land.  This contains exposures of knobbly 
bedrock, large deciduous trees and localised areas of grass and bracken within 
which lazy-beds were recorded (Site 51).  To the west, the gently undulating 
grass field leads towards the prehistoric burial cairn (NM68NE 35) excavated 
as part of the previous phase of the work (Carter et al 2005).  To the north, 
beyond the existing A830, the ground rises steeply up to the railway and the 
unimproved hill land beyond.  To the south, improved land leads to Mains 
Farm and the canalised river draining Loch nan Eala, where there is a second 
cairn (NM68NE 7) and a crannog (NM68NE 2).   

 
2.6.2 The site itself is low-lying and boggy.  The above-mentioned stream passing 

2m to the south-east rises appreciably when in spate and, prior to the 
formation of the field bank, must have often flooded the surrounding area.  
Evidence of this was seen during the excavations and the level of the burnt 
mound material was c.0.5m below the current level of the stream.  
Immediately to the west of the burnt material, a presently boggy area may 
have been similarly wet in the past, as evidenced by the appearance of several 
peat-filled palaeochannels.  Overall, there would appear to have been a 
deposition of c.0.5m of peaty silt and fine sand, presumably fluvial in nature, 
since the formation of the burnt mound.   

 
2.7 Evaluation 
 
2.7.1 Trench 16 (11m by 1.5m, not illus) was positioned to evaluate the field bank.  

This feature was revealed to be 3.2m in width and 1m in height.  A stone face 
on the internal (western) side was composed of large quarried stones standing 
to a height of 0.5m.  Below this, what was initially noted as an unusual deposit 
of cobbles was revealed, after cleaning, to be the surface of a possible burnt 
mound.  In the western end of the trench, a palaeochannel filled with charcoal 
flecked peat was discovered.  The trench was then extended to the north-east 
exposing the extent of the stone deposit, and a sondage excavated in its centre 
revealed its depth to be 0.15m.   
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2.8 Excavation 
 
2.8.1 An area measuring c.12m by c.13m (Fig 2) was stripped of topsoil deposits 

(076-8, 086), principally a mixture of peaty silt.  A 13m length of the field 
bank was also removed.  These topsoil deposits became less mixed with 
depth, and as levels associated with the burnt stones were reached, a clear 
series of peat-filled palaeochannels (027, 030, 032, Fig 2) was exposed.  In the 
main, these lay to the north-west of the burnt stone deposit, whilst to the 
south-west and south-east, deposits of cobbles in palaeochannels (005, 023) 
may be associated with a fluvial regime more in keeping with the stream to 
the south.   

 
2.8.2 Once cleaned, the deposit of burnt stone was seen to cover an area of c.11m 

by c.6m and to be aligned north/south.  Much damaged by a mixture of human 
activity and fluvial erosion, it consisted of a spread of clast-supported, 
reddened and fire-cracked stones (003, 007, 009, 011-12, 025, 055) in a 
matrix of friable silt and grit which contained flecks and small lumps of 
charcoal.  In plan, the stones within the blackest matrix (003, 011) were on the 
highest part of the mound and it may be that the edges (007, 009, 012, 025) 
had been in contact with, and the matrix partly removed by, exposure to 
moving water.  The burnt material appeared to rest on deposits of fine sand 
and silt (035, 039, 048, 091), one area being capped with clay (047) (Fig 3).  
An extensive spread of burnt stone and well preserved charcoal (062 under 
030) had eroded from the main deposit into a palaeochannel to the north-west 
and had been sealed by peat (030), with primary deposits (eg 102, 104) 
underlying the burnt material (Fig 4) on the north side.  A second primary 
deposit of burnt material (040) underlay contexts 039, 047, 048 in the south of 
the site (Fig 3).   

 
2.8.3 The burnt deposits had been damaged in two ways.  A cobble-filled 

palaeochannel (005) appeared to have removed part of the south-east side of 
the mound, exposing the underlying deposits (039, 040, Fig 3) and a similar 
channel (023) passed the south-west side of the mound, although the damage 
in this area was less apparent.  Perhaps with the aim of controlling the stream, 
an apparently open ditch (002/059/105) was formed.  This feature removed 
much of the central portion of the burnt material and consequently divided the 
secondary burnt material into two separate deposits (003, and 007/011 Fig 2).  
The ditch (Section AS-AT, not illus) was filled with a deposit of small gravel 
and sand (001, 004, 024/083) which was sampled by Kubiena Tin (Sample 
39).  This feature almost exactly underlay the upstanding field bank (075).  
Following the in-filling of 002/059, a series of peat and silt deposits (078, 
081-2) were laid down before the field bank was formed.  Contemporary and 
parallel with the field bank was a linear drain (036-7) containing fired clay 
one-piece drainage pipes.  This further divided the northern portion (007/011) 
of the burnt material from the southern as shown in Fig 2.  Modern damage 
was confined to the excavation of two rectangular machine test-pits (014, 
016).   

 
2.8.4 The burnt material was investigated by a series of trenches, separated by 

baulks 0.3m wide.  Two complete sections (S-D and X-AL, Fig 2), aligned 
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approximately north south across the site were recorded.  A pair of east west 
sections (J-FF and MM-AJ, Figs 2-4) examined the burnt deposits.  Negative 
features were recorded on both north and south sides of the site but these were 
ambiguous in nature and no clear hearth or trough was found.  Nevertheless, 
two phases of burning activity were recorded, and differentiated by changes in 
the colour of their constituent stones (see below) although this may be a post-
depositional effect.  Virtually all of the stone used was of the local grey schist, 
with occasional quartz-feldspar and sandstone cobbles, reflecting the local 
drift geology.   

 
2.8.5 The southern spread of burnt mound material (003, 025, 055) measured 6.4m 

by 3.4m and was up to 0.2m thick (Figs 2-3).  It overlay a discontinuous, thin 
deposit of yellow clay (047).  In turn, this overlay a deposit of slightly 
laminated creamy-yellow fine sand and silt (039/048).  Substantial degraded 
vertical roots were present in both this deposit and the underlying deposits of 
silt and well humified peat (057, F-FF, Fig 3).  In contrast, at the E side of the 
section (A-J), 039/048 overlay a lens of mixed silt and charcoal (072), before 
a primary deposit of fire-cracked stones and charcoal (040) was reached.  This 
deposit, 2m in width and a maximum of 0.2m thick contained a quartz flake.  
It also overlay and filled a stake-hole (044, 101).  In section A-J (Fig 3), 040 
overlies 073, a deposit of humified peat and silt similar to 057.  This overlay a 
natural creamy-blue boulder clay (050) which, suggested by a sharp dip in the 
base of the section, may have been eroded by fluvial action.  The stones in 
040 were notable in that whilst of the same geology as those in the overlying 
deposits, they were not notably reddened and appeared to have been burnt in 
either a less intense manner, or in a less oxidising atmosphere.  Alternatively, 
it may be a post-depositional effect resulting from the sealed nature of 040.  A 
range of samples (Appendix 3) was recovered.  Kubiena Tin samples 37 and 
38a-c included the burnt deposit (003), the clay deposit (047) below and the 
laminated silts and sands (039-048) overlying the primary burnt deposit (040).  
Magnetic susceptibility samples, both horizontal and vertical, were taken from 
within and below the burnt material to ascertain the location of the burning, ie, 
was it taking place on these putative sand banks (039, 048), or are these 
merely a repository for dumped refuse?   

 
2.8.6 The northern spread of burnt mound material (009, 011-12, Figs 2, 4) 

measured 2.4m by 2.3m and survived to a general thickness of less than 0.1m.  
As with the southern area, the focus of the deposit appeared to be on the 
surface of what may be a sandbank consisting of a slightly laminated, but 
homogeneous, deposit of creamy-yellow silts and fine sand (019/035/091).  
This deposit was similar in texture to 048, and was similarly penetrated with 
vertical roots.  It became apparent that an extensive slump of burnt material 
and charcoal (062) had filled one of the palaeochannels on the north-west side 
of the site.  These deposits (062, underlying peat 030, section AJ-AQ) were 
not compacted.  The charcoal in 062 was as a consequence better preserved 
than was the case elsewhere and it was extensively sampled (Appendix 3).  
Underlying 062 was 067, a peaty primary fill of the palaeochannel, with 
natural boulder clay (050) below.   
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2.8.7 The palaeochannel appeared to terminate against the north-west side of the 
burnt material.  The terminal (049, Fig 4) underlay 012 and was clearly 
modified.  Although excavation was hampered by waterlogged conditions, a 
narrow north south gully appeared to define the terminal, which may have 
been lined with heat-affected stones (102).  The channel was filled with heat 
affected stone chips in a matrix of silt and sand (104) with compact (possibly 
redeposited) peat (103) overlying it.  A low ridge of somewhat disturbed 
natural subsoil separated this gully from the palaeochannel, which was filled 
with a re-deposited peat and gravel (100) which rose to the east, overlying 
103.  Several large rocks (070, Section AP-AQ) lay within the palaeochannel 
but these formed no structure and there was no preserved wood other than root 
wood.  Column samples were taken using Kubiena Tin samples (Fig 4).   

 
2.9 Finds, by Sue Anderson 
 
2.9.1 Finds from the excavation consisted of two fragments of post-medieval 

drainpipe, a 19th-century or later refined whiteware rimsherd, and a quartz 
flake.  These are listed by context in Appendix 5. 

 
2.10 Conclusion and Further Work 
 
2.10.1 The excavation at Arisaig revealed a probable burnt mound with some 

unusual characteristics in an area of Scotland containing few such 
monuments.  Although damaged severely, post-excavation work may enable 
future conclusions to be made.   

 
2.10.2 The remains represent more than one phase of burnt material deposition in 

what has clearly been a wet area to judge from the palaeochannels and peat.   
 
2.10.3 Few artefacts were recovered from the burnt mound site, a common trait with 

monuments such as these.  Ecofacts were common but in variable condition.  
There were no remains of wooden structures and no hearth.  Substantial 
quantities of charcoal were recovered, with particular emphasis being placed 
on the palaeochannel where post-depositional disturbance and compaction had 
been minimised and preservation was best.  Several Kubiena tin samples were 
recovered and will be used in an attempt to reconstruct the depositional 
environment during the use of the site.  This will be related to the analysis of 
the magnetic susceptibility samples which were taken to ascertain if the 
burning of the stones took place on the surfaces of the sand banks, as opposed 
to in a putative (unidentified) hearth nearby. Questions to be answered by the 
post-excavation programme include; 

 
• Dating of primary and secondary deposits 
 
• Nature of the burning agent, in-situ or redeposited charcoal 
 
• The contemporary local environment, soils, flora and fluvial regime 
 
• Assumedly post-medieval water management, ditches and bank 
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3. BORRODALE WEST 
 
3.1 Introduction 
 
3.1.1 This section describes an archaeological excavation at Borrodale (Fig 1), to 

the west of the Borrodale Burn, in the centre of the road corridor.  It took 
place within the area defined by the evaluation as containing stone structures, 
negative features and artefactual remains.   

 
3.1.2 Chapter 10 of the Environmental Statement (ASH 2003) recognises that the 

alluvial fan at Borrodale attains the highest Land Capability Index rating of 
any part of the road corridor.  As a result, it was targeted for trial trenching 
during the evaluation.   

 
3.1.3 In the following text figures in bold (eg 007) refer to context numbers.  

Summary descriptions of these are in Appendix 6.  
 
3.2 Background 
 
3.2.1 No archaeological work has been undertaken nearby but the area is rich in 

history, Borrodale being one of the seats of the 1745 uprising.  There are no 
previously known prehistoric sites nearby although a vitrified fort (NM68SE 
2) occupies a promontory (Rubh’ Aird Ghamhsgail) in Loch Nan Uamh some 
1km to the south at the mouth of the Borrodale Burn.   

 
3.3 Objectives 
 
3.3.1 The excavation aimed to reveal and characterise the archaeological remains 

discovered during the evaluation within the road corridor.  To achieve this, an 
‘L’ shaped trench (Fig 5) measuring 70m east west by 28m north south at the 
east side and 18m north south at the west side, was opened by machine.  The 
total area was c.1620m², rather more than the 1400m² envisaged in the 
Mitigation Strategy Report.   

 
3.4 Working Methods 
 
3.4.1 Work was conducted with regard to the Historic Scotland Project Design and 

the Institute of Field Archaeologists Standards.  Recording of all elements was 
carried out according to established CFA methods.   

 
3.4.2 Topsoil removal during both the evaluation and excavation was conducted by 

a tracked excavator using a flat-bladed bucket under constant archaeological 
supervision.  The removed topsoil was used to form bunds around the site and 
following agreement from Historic Scotland and The Highland Council was 
not reinstated on completion of the excavation.   

 
3.4.3 The positions of the trial trenches and area excavation were located in relation 

to fixed control points using industry standard EDM equipment.   
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3.5 Conditions 
 
3.5.1 The excavations at Borrodale took place in both drier weather and on better-

drained land than those at Arisaig.  None of the waterlogging or flooding 
problems associated with that site were present at Borrodale.   

 
3.6 Site and Setting 
 
3.6.1 The site (Figs 1, 5) lies at c.30m OD, at NM 6945 8515 on the western side of 

the Borrodale Burn and just to the north of the existing A830.  Cottages 
(NM68NE 21) sharing structural similarities with those excavated at Lochan 
Torr Na Nighinn (Section 4) stand to the north, with unimproved hill land 
beyond.  To the east is the Borrodale Burn, a substantial small river incised 
through the late glacial alluvial fan on which the excavation took place.  To 
the south is Borrodale House, home in the 1740s to Angus McDonald, one of 
the stalwarts of the 1745 rebellion (Rixson 2002, 59).  The sea is 1km beyond.  
To the west lie commercial forestry plantations.   

 
3.6.2 The excavation area at Borrodale West is within a well-drained grass meadow.  

Although the site has not been ploughed in living memory, the sections at the 
edges of the excavation area showed evidence of deep cultivation, possibly 
augmented with slopewash and soil creep from the higher ground to the north.  
There was however, no evidence in either plan or section for lazy beds or 
more substantial or formal linear rig and furrow agricultural remains.   

 
3.7 Evaluation 
 
3.7.1 These trenches have been described previously (Suddaby 2005b) but in 

summary, the archaeological remains appeared to concentrate in two locations 
(Fig 5).  One of these was in the west of the area, on gently sloping ground, 
where several shallow pits and linear ditches had been heavily truncated 
before being covered by a deep soil profile.  The second was located to the 
east, on a steep east facing slope, where stone features were recorded in 
association with a leached buried soil, occasional lithics and a possible old 
ground surface.   

 
3.8 Excavation 
 
3.8.1 Topsoil was removed by machine down to the level of either subsoil or the 

first significant archaeological horizon.  Across the site, 0.1-0.2m of stone-
free silty micaceous topsoil (001) overlay 0.3-0.75m of gravelly ploughsoil 
(002-4) which contained occasional glazed ceramic sherds, pieces of slate, 
coal and ash fragments and occasional lithics (Appendix 10).  The presence of 
lithics suggests the disturbance of underlying features and the basal buried 
ploughsoil (004) was notably darker than the overlying topsoil (002-3).  The 
subsoil (010) was seen to consist generally of sandy or silty gravel, with 
patches of pure gravel. 
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3.8.2 Following the removal of these topsoil deposits, the site was cleaned and a 

general plan made.  A total of 61 features were recorded.  As expected, they 
were concentrated in the locations described above in Section 3.7, with the 
exception of a small group of features (011-025) in the south-east corner.   

 
3.8.3 In the west half of the excavation area, poorly defined pits (eg 042, 060, 135, 

137, 139) and other irregular features were, with a couple of exceptions, 
shallow and contained redeposited fills.  The cuts were poorly defined and the 
depositional sequence in the section was often more complex than was 
apparent in plan.  It was noted that all of the quartz lithics were found in pits, 
whereas all of the flint/bloodstone was recovered from unstratified contexts.  
Apart from the pits, there were a series of roughly parallel linear north south 
aligned ditches (073, 081, 113, 123).  Only at one location could a 
relationship be seen, where pit 159 was cut by ditch 113.   

 
3.8.4 A selection of these pits were excavated, chosen on the basis of the presence 

of surface lithics, substantial charcoal or clearly differentiated fills.  Pit 135 
(0.85m by 0.7m north-east south-west) was located only 0.1m from pit 137 
(0.7m by 0.5m ENE-WSW).  Both contained fills of essentially redeposited 
subsoil, with more or less charcoal content.  Pit 135 had been affected by root 
action (156) and had also been re-cut (164).  It contained a number of quartz 
flakes.   

 
3.8.5 At no point did the north south linear ditches (073, 081, 113, 123) run 

unbroken through the excavated area.  Where sectioned, they were shown to 
be shallow, with a width of 0.5m, a depth of 0.1m at most, and a smoothly 
concave profile.  They were filled (074, 082, 114, 124) with silty gravel, 
distinct from the subsoil by reason of a slightly darker colour.  There was no 
evidence of function and no finds were recovered.   

 
3.8.6 In the east of the site, topsoil deposits were up to 0.95m deep.  They overlay 

two probable clearance cairns (005, 007) and what may be a leached soil (006) 
overlying a buried turf-line or soil (008).  These had been preserved in a 
shallow gully or terrace midway up the slope (Fig 5).  Cut from within the 
topsoil sequence but on a different alignment, a linear ditch (026) was similar 
in character to those recorded to the west and clearly cut cairn 005.  Several 
stone-holes (eg 034, 038), recorded on the crest of the hill probably result 
from mechanical, rather than animal-driven ploughing.   

 
3.8.7 The probable clearance cairns (005, 007) were very different in character.  

Cairn 005 was located at the northern extent of the excavated area and was 
irregular in plan, with dimensions of 6m east west by 7m north south and a 
thickness of up to 0.8m.  Its upper levels were filled with 004, the slightly 
darker basal ploughsoil, with the lower levels being voided.  The body of the 
cairn contained varied sizes of stones, from small rounded cobbles to large 
angular chunks and all may derive from the local area.  No worked or 
modified stones were recovered.  These stones sealed 006, a spread of creamy 
silt and sand containing charcoal flecks.   
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3.8.8 Cairn 007 was located 5m to the south of 005 and measured 6m north south 
by 2.5m east west.  It had a thickness of 0.5m.  This cairn was similar to 007 
in that its upper levels were filled with 004 and the lower levels were voided.  
The stones forming it were however much larger, with dimensions of up to 
0.7m by 0.4m by 0.3m being recorded.  None of the stones had been modified 
in any way and all may also derive from field clearance in the immediate area.  
This cairn also sealed 006.   

 
3.8.9 Both cairns may have been tipped or cast down the side of the hill from the 

west, into the terrace below.  Both sealed what may be a leached buried soil 
(006), itself overlying a dark band of friable silt c.0.05m thick (008) which 
may be a buried turf-line.  Trenches 1-3 (Fig 5) investigated this sequence, 
with Kubiena tins being used to take block samples of the deposits (Appendix 
8).   

 
3.9 Finds, by Sue Anderson 
 
3.9.1 Finds from the evaluation and excavation are quantified by context in 

Appendix 10.  Sixty-three worked quartz, flint and bloodstone objects were 
collected, the largest group from pit fill 136.  The assemblage included two 
thumbnail scrapers.  There were twelve sherds of pottery, all 19th-century or 
later refined whitewares decorated with transfer-printing, sponging or hand-
painted designs, and all recovered from topsoil, as was a slate pencil.  Two 
fragments of post-medieval roofing slate were recovered from spoil.  There 
are therefore two distinct groups of artefacts from this site, one associated 
with (possibly Bronze Age) prehistoric activity and the other related to 19th-
century refuse disposal via manuring of agricultural land.   

 
3.10 Conclusion and Further Work 
 
3.10.1 Sites such as this were previously unknown in Lochaber so no immediate 

local comparisons can be made.  Nevertheless, all of the recorded elements 
can be readily paralleled elsewhere.   

 
3.10.2 The excavations at Borrodale West have revealed a suite of truncated 

prehistoric remains, two clearance cairns and a series of linear features 
occupying an area of unusually fertile land.  The cairns may pre-date at least 
some of the ditches, which themselves post-date at least some of the pits.  
Questions to be answered by the post-excavation programme include; 

 
• Dating of prehistoric features 
 
• Reports on the artefacts and ecofacts 
 
• Interpretation of the putative buried tuft-line and overlying leached soil 
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4. LOCHAN TORR NA NIGHINN  (BRUNARY BURN) 
 
4.1 Introduction 
 
4.1.1 Lochan Torr na Nighinn refers to a small lochan to the south of the site which 

may lie within a glacial rock-cut basin, comparable to the Carnach Mire 300m 
to the south-east from where an extended peat core (Cressey forthcoming) 
was recovered as part of the project.  First recorded by Alexander (1994) and 
subsequently plotted from aerial photographs onto the current OS map (2002), 
the site (NM68NE 42) consists of two upstanding drystone buildings and a 
range of ancillary features.  The excavation of these was undertaken in 
September and October 2005 (Figs 1, 6) as they would be affected by the 
A830 upgrading.  The site is located 120m to the south of the present A830 
(NM 6770 8578) and lies at c.50m OD.   

 
4.2 Background 
 
4.2.1 Two abandoned houses, possibly of Blackhouse type, were already noted in 

the NMRS (NM68NE 42), having been visited and described by Alexander 
(1994) during a survey prior to the fencing of native woodlands.  Their 
existence, noted by Arisaig Community Council, was recorded in the 
Environmental Statement (ASH 2003).   

 
4.2.2 Although initially thought to be unaffected by the upgrading, (Rev E 

drawings), a later revision (Rev F drawings) saw the road moved some 50m 
further to the south.  The site was thus to be affected by the embankment on 
the approach to the new bridge over the Brunary Burn.   

 
4.2.3 An evaluation of the site was carried out during June and July 2005 (Suddaby 

2005b).  During this work, the house interiors were investigated by trial 
trenching.  This revealed partial paving in one structure.  A series of test pits 
in the area between the houses revealed in one the remains of a paved surface 
and in a second a humic soil interpreted as a possible kale yard or vegetable 
patch. A Mitigation Strategy was produced by CFA (Suddaby 2005b).  This 
set out proposals for further work, which were subsequently approved by 
Historic Scotland.   

 
4.2.4 The land within the excavation area comprised rough pasture and boggy 

ground next to the Brunary Burn, heavily overgrown with bracken and other 
vegetation.   

 
4.2.5 The weather at the time of the excavation (concurrent with Arisaig) was very 

inclement.  Heavy rain caused the burn to rise severely, on one occasion 
bursting its banks and flooding the site to the thresholds of the buildings.  This 
prevented excavation of a strip of ground next to the bank of the burn in order 
to keep the burn from repeatedly flooding the site.   
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4.3 Objectives 
 
4.3.1 The objectives of the excavation were to: 
 

• investigate fully the internal areas and record the walls of Structures A and B, 
a total of c.45m²; 

• investigate the relationship between Structures A and C by excavation, c.4m²;  
• investigate the area between the two buildings by excavation, a total of 

c.100m².   
 
4.3.2 The work was recommended in order to provide further information on the 

dates, functions and inter-relationships of the various features identified by 
survey and sample excavation, with the overall aim of further investigating the 
historical, social and economic context of the settlement.  The excavation also 
provided an opportunity to analyse the impact of bracken on archaeological 
deposits (Suddaby 2005b). 

 
4.4 Working Methods 
 
4.4.1 Work was conducted with regard to the Institute of Field Archaeologists 

(Standards and Guidance for an Archaeological Excavation) Code of 
Conduct.  Recording of all elements was carried out according to established 
CFA methods.   

 
4.4.2 Topsoil removal during both the evaluation and the excavation was conducted 

by hand.  This was used to form bunds around the site and was reinstated as 
far as possible on completion of the excavation.   

 
4.4.3 Elements of the site were recorded in relation to fixed control points using 

EDM equipment and area drawings.  The buildings themselves are shown on 
the route maps produced by The Highland Council and supplied to CFA by 
Historic Scotland.   

 
Structure A 

 
4.4.4 An area of 19.5m² was exposed in Structure A (Fig 6) as health and safety 

issues relating to the stability of the structure’s walls and the presence of large 
tumbled boulders prevented full excavation.  The floor level of the 
entranceway was also exposed.  A section was excavated through the southern 
wall to investigate the construction methods of the building.   

 
Structure B 

 
4.4.5 The internal area of Structure B was fully excavated (Fig 6), a total area of 

11.75m², with the exception of a small part of the south-western corner, due to 
health and safety issues relating to the stability of the structure’s walls.  A 
section was excavated through the northern wall to investigate the 
construction methods of the building.   
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4.4.6 A ‘yard’ area between the houses was examined by Trenches 1, 2 and 3, (Figs 

6-7) leaving an unexcavated strip c.3m wide along the bank of the burn to 
facilitate turf storage, reduce the risk of flooding, and allow access to the site.   

 
4.4.7 A trench, measuring 3m x 1.5m, was excavated which exposed part of 

Structure C and Structure A to investigate their relationship to each other 
(Trench 4, Fig 6).   

 
4.4.8 An area of rig-and-furrow and a mound of stones were recorded by Total 

Station survey, to the west of the main excavation area (not illustrated).   
 
4.4.9 In the following text, figures in bold (eg 1007) refer to context numbers, 

summary descriptions of these contexts are in Appendix 11.  
 
4.5 Structure A and hard-standing 
 
4.5.1 This structure (Fig 6) measured 9.9m x 4.7m in total and was orientated 

north/south.  It was rectangular in plan with rounded external corners, and 
squared internal corners.  It was situated in a cut hollow, possibly a quarry, 
with a steep slope to the north and west.  The walls were approximately 0.65m 
wide.  They were of drystone construction and consisted of three elements: an 
outer skin of roughly hewn, very large boulders (1013); an angular cobble 
core (1015); and an inner skin of flattened large cobbles (1014), flat side 
facing into the interior of the structure to present a relatively smooth surface.   

 
4.5.2 Two possible window frames were identified in the eastern wall of the 

structure.  The northern window only survived as one partial jamb on the 
northern side, 1.12m from the northern end of the building.  The southern 
window survived as a possible sill, 1.6m from the southern end of the 
building.  It was not possible to ascertain a conclusive width or height for the 
windows due to the poor condition of the remains.   

 
4.5.3 An area of 19.5m² was exposed within the interior of this structure.  A small 

area was not excavated on the western extremity of the interior due to the 
partial collapse of the west wall.  Similarly, the north-east corner of the 
interior was covered with tumbled boulders.  A strip next to the south wall 
was not excavated due to its instability. 

 
4.5.4 Several features were uncovered within the interior of the structure.  Part of 

the southern half of the floor area was paved with large, flat flagstones (1016).  
These flagstones did not form a perfectly flat surface but were nevertheless 
carefully placed to form a neat hard-standing within the building.  The 
flagstones did not abut the walls, rather an unpaved strip, 0.32m wide, ran 
along the eastern edge of the paving.  This surface appeared to be incomplete 
as only a small area of the house interior was paved.  The paving overlay an 
approximately 0.05m thick deposit of mid to dark brown sandy silt (1040), 
which in turn lay on the natural subsoil (1003).   
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4.5.5 A small possible hearth was identified just off centre in the house.  This 
hearth consisted of a shallow (0.04m deep) patch of burnt soil (1038) which 
abutted a small sub-circular setting of cobbles (1045), some displaying signs 
of fire damage.  The stones were set in context 1040 and no hearth pit fill was 
identified, the area in the centre of the stones being filled with mid to dark 
brown sandy silt (1040).  The paving (1016) was partially formed around the 
hearth setting.   

 
4.5.6 The northern half of the interior was covered with an approximately 0.1m 

deep layer of mid-brown and mottled yellow sandy silt (1020) which was 
moderately well compacted.  This was possibly a remnant of a beaten earth 
floor, or the level upon which the paving (1016) had formerly been present.   

 
4.5.7 A linear, flat-based, vertical-sided drain cut (1030) ran roughly east west 

through the centre of the building, out underneath the door and into the yard 
area.  It was 0.4m wide and 0.25m deep, and was lined with sub-angular and 
flat cobbles (1029).  This drain was joined by another linear drain cut (1032), 
which ran into it from the north.  This drain was of similar width and 
construction and ran off under the north wall of the structure.  A further linear 
drain cut (1023) ran north south, again under the north wall of the structure.  It 
was situated tight in against the interior of the west wall.  It was 0.3m wide, 
0.26m deep, with a flat base and vertical sides and was lined with flat cobbles.  
It was not seen in the southern interior sondage, therefore it probably joined 
drain 1030 below the un-excavated rubble area in the west of the building 
interior.   

 
4.5.8 A narrow, drystone partition wall (1017) ran east west 1m from the interior of 

the northern wall of the structure.  It was a later addition to the building, as it 
was not keyed into the main walls.  It stood 0.8m at its highest point, and was 
approximately 0.5m wide.  A step was identified in the centre of the wall line, 
0.82m long by 0.28m wide.  It is possible the compartment formed by the 
partition had been paved, but only one possible broken flagstone remained to 
suggest this.  The floor was covered with mid to dark brown and mottled 
yellow sandy silt (1020).   

 
4.5.9 The entranceway was paved with two courses of carefully laid flagstones 

(1037), 0.25m deep.  The lower layer of stones directly overlay drain (1030).  
The entranceway measured 0.85m wide.   

 
4.5.10 An area of hard standing was identified on the east side of the building, which 

ran for approximately 1.5m to the north of the entranceway and 4m to the 
south of the entranceway.  It extended 2.5m out from the east wall into the 
yard area and was raised above the rest of the yard by approximately 0.2m.  A 
sondage through this feature revealed that it consisted of a level layer of small 
angular and sub-angular cobbles (1039).  Below this was a thin deposit of 
dark brown sandy silt (1041) which represented an earlier ground surface, 
contemporary with (1001).  The base of this deposit gradually dipped as it 
approached the building, signifying the weight of the walls was pushing down 
on the subsoil deposits.  This deposit abutted and ran underneath the wall 
(1013), suggesting that the wall had sunk into this layer.  Below this was a 
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layer of greenish grey sandy silt (1042) displaying evidence of gleying.  This 
deposit also dipped as it approached the walls of Structure A.  Below this lay 
the natural subsoil (1003) and this too dipped slightly towards the building.   

 
4.5.11 A kerb made of small sub-angular boulders (1033) separated and retained the 

hard standing platform from the yard area in front of the house.  It was 0.4m 
wide, and the sondage revealed that the kerb was two courses in width. 

 
4.6 Structure B  
 
4.6.1 This structure (Fig 6) measured 6.9m x 3.7m and was orientated 

approximately east west.  It was rectangular in plan with rounded exterior 
corners and square internal corners.  The walls (1021) were of drystone 
construction.  Unlike Structure A, the walls had no inner or outer skin.  They 
were approximately 0.6m wide and the only gap noted was at the entranceway 
on the south side of the building.  The building was situated on flat ground, 
abutting, or possibly slightly cut into, a knoll of bedrock on the western side.  
A mound of rubble was evident immediately to the north of the building, 
possibly the tumbled remains of walling, or debris from quarrying and stone 
trimming.   
 

4.6.2 The interior of the structure was relatively devoid of features by comparison 
to Structure A.  An area of possible rudimentary paving slabs (1035) was 
identified in the north-east corner.  These few slabs were very roughly cut and 
laid crudely on a mid-orange brown silt (1025), very similar to the natural 
subsoil (1003).  A setting of stones (1034) was identified in the north-west 
corner of the house.  This setting measured 1.3m long and 0.3m high and ran 
parallel with the structure’s north wall and was positioned 0.22m away from 
it.  It consisted of approximately six large flat cobbles, two to three courses in 
height.   

 
4.6.3 The ground to the west of the interior was covered with a thin layer of topsoil 

(1000) overlying bedrock, the same type of rock as the knoll outside the 
western wall. 

 
4.7 Structure C 
 
4.7.1 Trench 4 was positioned alongside Trench C from the initial evaluation 

(Suddaby 2005b).  It was placed to investigate the relationship between 
Structure A and Structure C, a field bank running along the base of the higher 
ground to the west of the settlement.  It was established that the bank is set 
back from the building by approximately 1m and the stones (1044) peter out 
just north of the south-west corner of the building.   
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4.8 Area Between the Houses  
 
4.8.1 Trench 1 covered the southern half of the yard area and was littered with 

tumble from the buildings.  It measured 8.1m by a maximum of 4.9m and 
topsoil removal revealed spreads of greyish brown sandy silt with occasional 
charcoal flecks (1001), these spreads being more prevalent in the north of the 
trench.   

 
4.8.2 A spread of stones, or possible platform, was identified as roughly oval in 

plan, although the edges were very poorly defined, and measured 2.5m by 
2.1m.  It consisted of medium to large sized sub-angular and sub-rounded 
cobbles (1022).  The spread of stones appeared to form a rough hard-standing 
area, rather than a structure.  This spread of cobbles overlay a tentative linear 
setting of near-flat faced sub-rounded small cobbles (1027) running SE to 
NW.  The stones were set into the natural subsoil (1003) and were placed to 
form a V in profile, possibly to form a run-off channel for water.  

 
4.8.3 A small spread of black sandy silt (1026) lay in the east of this trench.  It was 

sub-square in plan, measured 0.5m x 0.59m, and was 0.06m deep.  Its 
function was undetermined. 

 
4.8.4 Trench 2 (Figs 6-7) measured approximately 5.8m x 5.3m and revealed 

several features.  A hearth was identified in the south-east of the trench.  It 
was sub-square in plan and consisted of large cobble / small boulder sized 
flagstones (1005).  These stones were surrounded by a spread of dark grey 
black silt with ashy inclusions (1012).  A section through the middle of the 
feature revealed that the hearth deposits lay on top of layer (1001).   

 
4.8.5 A posthole (1007) was identified just to the north-west of the hearth (1005).  

It was sub-square in plan, 0.24m x 0.23m.  It was 0.2m deep and was filled 
with dark grey, loosely compacted sandy silt (1008).  Four packing stones 
(1009) were also present.    

 
4.8.6 A platform of large boulder sized flagstones (1006) was identified to the 

north-east of (1005).  It measured approximately 1.1m x 1.5m.  The platform 
was rectangular in shape and consisted of approximately 12 stones.  The 
stones were laid directly on layer (1001) and were covered by topsoil (1000).   

 
4.8.7 A linear, shallow cut feature (1011) ran parallel with Structure B’s southern 

wall, and continued into Trench 3.  It measured 3.3m long x 0.75m wide and 
was on average 0.18m deep.  It had shallow sloping sides, a curved base and 
its western extremity curved round slightly to the south.  It cut through layer 
(1001), and contained three fills.  A deposit of mid greyish brown sandy silt 
with 60% inclusions of angular and sub-angular pebbles and cobbles (1002) 
sealed the lower deposits.  The second fill was a dark brown sandy silt with 
occasional inclusions of angular and sub-angular cobbles and large pebbles 
(1043), mostly at the top of the deposit.  This overlay a primary mid greenish-
grey sandy silt (1004) with patches of iron panning.  This deposit had been 
subjected to gleying due to waterlogging.  This feature probably served as a 
soakaway or drip channel for rainwater running off the roof of Structure B.  
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The stones within the uppermost fill were possibly added later to act as a 
hard-standing area, similar to that seen to the east of Structure A, as water 
running from the roof would have made the ground particularly boggy. 

 
4.8.8 A 0.22m deep possible drain sump was identified in the south-west of the 

trench, abutting the kerb stones (1033).  It appeared as a spread of very dark 
brown to black, organic rich, friable sandy silt (1010), measuring 2.2m x 
2.3m.  It was sub-oval in plan.  No discernible cut was identified for this 
sump, but a thin layer of the original ground surface (1001) had formed over 
the top of it.  The deposit was positioned at the terminus of drain (1030), and 
contained a relatively dense concentration of pottery, suggesting that it served 
as a waste collection area.   

 
4.8.9 Trench 3 (Fig 6) measured 7.7m x 2.5m.  The continuation of linear feature 

(1011) was identified in the north of the trench.   
 
4.9 Other Features  
 
4.9.2 A possible alignment of rig-and-furrow was identified to the west of the 

settlement.  The crests of the rigs were spaced an average 2.75m apart, and 
aligned approximately north-east to south-west.  The maximum length of the 
rigs was 5.5m. 

 
4.9.3 A mound of large cobbles and small boulders lay at the base of the west side 

of the mound.  It measured approximately 2.8m x 3m, and was possibly the 
remnants of another building.   

 
4.9.4 A revetting wall ran along the western bank of the burn, which survived in 

places to a height of 0.8m.  It was of drystone construction, a maximum of ten 
courses high.  This wall was built to slow the erosion of the banks of the burn, 
thus helping prevent severe flooding of the settlement.   

 
4.10 Finds, by Sue Anderson 
 
4.10.1 Table 1 shows the quantities of finds collected from this site during the 

evaluation and excavation phases.  A full quantification by context is 
presented in Appendix 15. 

 
Find type No. Wt/g 
Pottery 137 603 
Glass 1 6 
Clay pipe 2 7 
Iron 7 4399 
Stone 3 414 
Bone 3 2 
Charcoal 1 - 

Table 1. Lochan Torr na Nighinn finds quantities. 
 
4.10.2 The largest group of finds from this site was the pottery.  The majority was 

recovered from contexts associated with Structures A and B.  The assemblage 
was dominated by refined whitewares of 19th-century date, including 
industrial slipwares, mocha ware, spongewares, hand-painted and transfer 
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printed wares.  Other finds of the same period included a fragment of a glass 
bottle rim, two clay pipes, iron tools (pick axe and hammer), cast iron 
cauldron fragments, fragments of slate roofing and a small quantity of heavily 
calcined animal bone.  The assemblage probably represents domestic debris 
from the household occupying these structures.   

 
4.11 Discussion 
 
4.11.1 It is possible that the whole of the interior of Structure A was paved, and that 

post-abandonment robbing is responsible for the small area of paving 
remaining.  The internal wall (1017) in Structure A was a partition separating 
a small compartment, possibly a storeroom, from the rest of the building.  A 
threshold stone showed where the doorway between the main chamber and the 
compartment had been situated.   

 
4.11.2 The presence of so many areas of hard standing platforms suggests that the 

ground in front of the houses was boggy, or at least prone to repeated 
flooding, during the occupation of the settlement.  The occupants of the 
settlement tried to combat the erosion of the banks of the burn by building the 
revetting wall.  Slowing or stopping the erosion of the banks prevented 
frequent flooding of the site.   

 
4.11.3 The functions of features 1006 and 1022 were not determined, although they 

were possibly hard-standing working platforms. 
 
4.11.4 The difference in quality of construction of the two buildings was very 

apparent.  Structure A was of a superior building method, with three elements 
to the walls: an inner and outer skin, and a rubble core.  Structure B was 
smaller and more roughly built.  It has not yet been possible to ascertain 
definitely the function of Structure B, ie whether or not it was a dwelling 
house, or a building for animals such as a byre, or a store.  The narrow width 
of the doorway and overall size of the building suggests that it could not have 
been used for larger animals such as cattle.  The lack of window cavities in 
Structure B may be suggestive of a store, although this remains uncertain due 
to its dilapidated state.   

 
4.11.5 Bracken roots had disturbed most of the topsoil across the site, and some had 

penetrated the upper regions of the underlying deposits.  The roots had 
merged the deposits together to produce very mixed boundaries.  The 
bioturbation caused by the bracken root action on the walls and platforms was 
imperceptible due to the nature of construction of the features.   

 
4.12 Conclusion and Further Work 
 
4.12.1 The excavation revealed the construction methods used in the building of the 

houses, internal features of the buildings and associated features in the area 
between the houses and beyond.  The recovered artefacts (Appendix 15) point 
to 19th century date for the occupation of the site.  Carter et al (2005) record 
the discontinuity in the archaeological record of Lochaber (and of the wider 
West Highlands) that these houses represent, with previous dwellings being 
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formed of turf and stone.  Rixson (2002) suggests they may be a result of land 
improvements following the 1745 rebellion and that de-mobbed soldiers, or 
other government-friendly plantation settlers may be responsible for their 
construction on what was marginal land.   

 
4.12.2 The exact function of Structure B is as yet undetermined.  Post-excavation 

analyses may give information on its use, especially analysis of the dark 
brown deposit (1024), a possible floor level.   

 
4.12.3 Questions to be answered by the post-excavation programme include  
 
• Construction date of this type of house 
 
• Archive research covering contemporary documents and census records 
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5. OTHER SITES 
 
5.1 General 
 
5.1.1 The mitigation work associated with the upgrading of the A830 also included 

the investigation of a range of other sites.  These ranged from abandoned 
buildings to Listed bridges and former alignments of the A830, most pre-
dating the OS 1st Edition map (1876).  Elements of estate infrastructure were 
also recorded.   

 
5.2 Rose Cottage (Site 56, Fig 1) 
 
5.2.1 The site of Rose Cottage will be affected by a slip road linking the re-aligned 

A830 to Quality Cottage, Arisaig House and Druimindarroch.  The site lies at 
NM 6881 8497 and is at approximately 60m OD.  It occupies the centre of a 
quarry on the north side of the existing A830.  It is probable this road-side 
quarry post-dates the upgrading of the Fort William to Mallaig road to Coach 
Road status in c.1812 as neither Rose Cottage, nor Quality Cottages are 
marked on the intended map of that road (Cuming 1803).  Both are depicted 
on the OS 1st Edition of 1876.  According to local memory, Rose Cottage was 
occupied by employees of Arisaig House, but had ceased by World War II.   

 
5.2.2 During the walk-over survey, the remains were almost invisible in dense 

vegetation but by the time of the excavation, this had been cut and the site had 
been used to burn unwanted branches and other debris.   

 
5.2.3 The quarry was accessed with difficulty by a tracked excavator, with both the 

burnt debris and surface deposits being removed using a flat-bladed bucket.  
The site was then cleaned by hand and recorded.   

 
5.2.4 The building footprint measured 6m by 3m and was aligned east west.  No 

upstanding superstructure was preserved.  It appeared to sit on a low platform 
of imported brownish orange gritty sand and had brick foundations.  Set 
within these were piped services for sewerage and possibly fresh water.  
Surrounding the structure were deposits of topsoil and coal fragments, with 
site clearance revealing numerous bottles, jars, pieces of cast iron, cooking 
utensils, lumps of mortar, bricks and occasional slates.  Occupying part of the 
area between these foundations and the roadside wall to the south was a deep 
(0.7m) deposit of large stones, lumps of mortar, slates and bricks, representing 
the products of demolition, and these overlay bedrock.  The fragmentary 
remains of a mortared wall were crossed before a slab-lined gravel path led 
down to the roadside wall within which is a well made, orthostat defined, 
entrance.  The surface consisted of concrete steps, one with a sunken centre, 
suitable for containing a metal grid, which may have served to clean footwear.   

 
5.2.5 The recording of this site reinforces the impression that the remains date to 

the 19th and 20th centuries, with final abandonment in around 1945.   
 
5.2.6 No post-excavation work is required.   
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5.3 Larichmore Bridge (Site 39, Fig 1) 
 
5.3.1 This structure (Category C(s) Listed Building No.293, Item No.37) will be 

replaced as part of the upgrading by a new build on the same site.  The 
existing bridge allows the A830 to pass over the Larichmore Burn and is 
adjacent to the imposing Larichmore railway viaduct.  The Register of Listed 
Buildings incorrectly describes it as crossing the Brunary Burn.   

 
5.3.2 It is described in the Statutory List as ‘Earlier 19th century; high single span 

rubble bridge with tooled rubble dressings.  Single tooled rubble arch ring; 
low tooled rubble parapet.  Approximate span; 28'’.  Some modern repairs to 
the parapet masonry have been undertaken.   

 
5.3.3 The bridge is in a shady location as a result of being overlooked by the 

railway viaduct and by its setting within trees.  It was therefore difficult to 
record, a problem exacerbated by the steep, wooded gorge below.  The bridge 
was nevertheless surveyed to RCHME (1996) Level 2 standards, involving a 
programme of photographic and instrument recording.   

 
5.3.4 Post-excavation work is required.  This involves the production of plan and 

elevation drawings with associated narrative.   
 
5.4 Rathad Carn Achadh (Site 59, Fig 1) 
 
5.4.1 Rathad Carn Achadh (Carnach Road) appears to be a natural spring located at 

NM 6794 8564.  It possesses no associated structure and contains water 
emanating from the Carnach Mire, an area of deep peat from within which the 
core (Cressey forthcoming) was extracted.   

 
5.4.2 The area was probed to locate any buried structure with negative results.  

Photographs were taken.  No further work is required.   
 
5.5 Beasdale Burn (Site 65, Fig 1) 
 
5.5.1 During the walk-over survey a portion of drystone revetting wall associated 

with a former alignment of the A830 was noticed (centred on NM 7128 8435) 
and recorded during the excavations.  A curving length of some 55m survives 
up to a height of 1m.  At several points the stones have been roughly 
mortared, either as a result of collapse, or to allow the insertion of drains 
leading from the existing A830 alignment.   

 
5.5.2 The site was photographed, described and a representative section was drawn.  

No further work is required.   
 
5.6 Coille Ropach, Glen Beasdale (Site 68, Fig 1) 
 
5.6.1 A short length of a well preserved former alignment of the A830 was noticed 

during the walk-over survey at NM 7133 8515.  This is depicted on the OS 1st 
Edition map but is bypassed by a rock cutting within which runs the modern 
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road.  The road surface appears to be metalled and both quarry pits and a 
passing place are well preserved.   

 
5.6.2 This site was recorded by photography and described.  No further work is 

required.   
 
5.7 Beasdale Cottages (Site 69, Fig 1) 
 
5.7.1 A short length of drystone wall was recorded during the walk-over survey at 

NM 6989 8497.  It is aligned close to north south and runs between the 
existing A830 and the Allt na Glaic Moire.  A continuation to the south is 
likely but is presently hidden within rhododendron bushes, however it may be 
depicted on the OS 1st Edition map of 1876.  The wall is of drystone 
construction and is up to 0.8m in height.  It has been augmented by iron posts, 
set into the stones and linked by wire.  Wire fences have been used in 
Lochaber as early as 1881 (Rixson 2002, 102).   

 
5.7.2 This site was recorded by photography and described.  No further work is 

required.   
 
5.8 Beasdale Cottages (Site 70, Fig 1) 
 
5.8.1 A milestone, formed from grey granite, is located c.15m to the west of 

Beasdale Cottages.  It is triangular in section and is not inscribed.  Although 
not on the current OS map, it may be depicted in the ‘Popular’ Edition (1929) 
on which the figure ‘34½’ [miles to Fort William] appears next the cottages.   

 
5.8.2 This site was recorded by photography and described.  No further work is 

required.   
 
5.9 Quality Plantation (Site 71, Fig 1) 
 
5.9.1 An irregular enclosure is shown on the OS 1st Edition map (1876) and on the 

current 1:25,000 map (2002).  Rarely over 1m in height, the enclosure wall is 
composed of large undressed stones, some set upright.  A number have metal 
pegs inserted into their tops as guides for a wire or wires.  As wire may not 
have been used before 1881 (Rixson 2002, 102), these may be a secondary 
modification.   

 
5.9.2 This site was recorded by photography and described.  No further work is 

required.   
 
5.10 Borrodale (Site 72, Fig 1) 
 
5.10.1 A short length of old road runs from the public telephone box at Borrodale 

and includes part of the current access road to The Leven House.  This covers 
a length of c.40m and a width of c.5m.  On the south side of the former 
alignment is a drystone revetting wall, clearly built in two phases and totalling 
3m in height.  An arched bridge with a height and width of 2m allows an 
unnamed burn to join the Borrodale Burn.  The bridge has constructional 
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similarities with the Larichmore bridge, although on a smaller scale, 
suggesting that these structures may be contemporary.  This former alignment 
is depicted on both the 1st Edition (1876) and current 1:25,000 (2002) OS 
maps and would appear to date from the mid 19th century. 

 
5.11.2 This site was recorded by photography and described.  No further work is 

required.   
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6. RECOMMENDATIONS FOR TOPSOIL-STRIP MONITORING 
 
6.1 The Mitigation Strategy Report (Suddaby 2005b) recommended the 

monitoring of topsoil removal in the following locations:   
 

• where archaeological remains exist but are of a scale and complexity 
that would not justify an excavation on current evidence; 

 
• areas adjacent to excavations; 

 
• where remains are suggested but there is no surface evidence of these 

and no evaluation was possible; 
 

• areas where topography or land capability would favour human 
activity. 

 
6.2 It also recognised that changes may stem from the excavations and any 

additional survey work.  Following these works, topsoil-strip monitoring is 
recommended in the following locations:   

 
• Arisaig Site 51 (CH11+200 to CH11+350) 

 
• Brunary Burn Site 61 (CH13+000 to CH13+100) 

 
• Borrodale West (CH14+900 to CH15+100) 

 
• Borrodale East (CH15+100 to CH15+300) 

 
6.3 The area recommended for monitoring at near to the Arisaig site has been 

reduced to CH11+200 to CH11+350 (from CH11+200 to CH11+450), a 
reduction of 100m.  This is based on the negative results of the evaluation and 
further fieldwalking in the area during the excavation.  It is however 
recommended that a strategy for the removal of trees in the area to the south 
and east of the burnt mound is formulated to assist in the recording of any 
additional remains in the area.  This should include measures to confine the 
stream as flooding will not be conducive to proper recording.   

 
6.4 Monitoring of topsoil removal in the area to the N of Quality Cottages is no 

longer recommended (formerly from CH14+300 to CH14+500).  This stems 
in the main from additional fieldwalking in the area during the excavations at 
Rose Cottage and Borrodale.  In addition, further contact with the Arisaig 
Historical Society has failed to reveal any sources for the claim that structures 
may be present there.  The area has been extensively disturbed by both tree 
planting and felling.   
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Appendix 1:  Arisaig Context Register 
 
Context 

No 
Section Description 

001 A-B Fill of ditch cut 002 underlying field boundary bank 
002 A-B Cut for linear ditch, either the channel the stream or for general drainage.  Same 

as (059) 
003 A-B Burnt mound material, south area 
004 A-B Brown homogenous peaty silt 
005 A-B Cobbles with sand, gravel and silt.  Fill of probable palaeochannel.  SE corner 
006 A-B Mixed and re-deposited silt and sand 
007 A-B Burnt mound material. Small central patch 
008 A-B Grey-brown silt and peat over (009-012) 
009 A-B Re-deposited burnt mound material in a peat matrix to south of (011) 
010 A-B Patch of grey silt by (009) 
011 A-B Burnt mound material, stones in a black matrix 
012 A-B Similar to 009 i.e. re-deposited burnt mound material in a peat matrix to north of 

011 
013 A-B Mixed fill of modern machined test pit 
014 A-B Machine cut filled by (013) 
015 A-B Mixed fill of modern machined test pit (north) 
016 A-B Machine cut filled by (013) 
017 A-B Yellow-brown sand and gravel 
018 A-B Yellow grey silty sand and gravel below (017) 
019 A-B Yellow grey silty sand below (018) 
020 A-B Yellow creamy sand below (019) 
021 A-B Heated stone without obvious matrix to E of (011) 
022 A-B Grey silts S corner of site 
023 A-B Cobble-rich waterlogged material, possible fill of palaeochannel 
024 A-B Gravel and sand with occasional burnt stones fill of 002/059 
025 A-B Extensive burnt mound material to S of (003) 
026 A-B Mixed peat, silt and sand 
027 A-B Possible small palaeochannel 
028 A-B Extensive area of creamy-grey micaceous silt 
029 A-B Small patch of peat with wood remains 
030 A-B Peat, peaty-silt fill of palaeochannel 
031 A-B Creamy-grey micaceous silt between (030 and 032) 
032 A-B Peat, peaty-silt fill of palaeochannel 
033 A-B Small area of yellow-grey silt and sand to north of (032) 
034 A-B Grey peat and micaceous silt 
035 A-B Yellow grey silt to N of and under and (011) 
036 A-B Cut for field drain to NW of field boundary 
037 A-B Fill of (036) – clay pipe, mixed sand, gravel and burnt mound material 
038 A-B Burnt mound material, with large stones in a depleted matrix 
039 A-J Greyish-yellow silty sand with charcoal inclusions underlying  (003) and 

overlying (040) 
040 A-J, B-K Charcoal lens layer underlying  (039) 
041 A-J, B-K Yellow grey silty sand underlying (035) 
042 A-J, B-K Brownish lens of peaty silt underlying (041) 
043 A-J Creamy-green silty fine sand underlying (040) 
044 A-J Charcoal rich black fill of stake-hole under (043) 
045 A-J Sand and gravel deposit underlying (043) contains (044) 
046 C-D Fill of possible palaeochannel, compact peat 
047 FG-EH Thin yellow clay deposit underlying (003).  Possible hearth lining.   
048 FG-EH Mixed banded silt underlying (047) 
049 C-D Possible cut for trough filled by (046, 051-2) 
050 C-D Natural, creamy-blue boulder clay 
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051 C-D Soft peat and clay lenses overlying (046) 
052 C-D Soft peat and clay lenses and stones underlying (046) overlying (053) 
053 C-D Fill of possible palaeochannel or trough, compact peat 
054 C-D Deposit of fore-cracked stones, gravel and sands S of (003) 
055 F-G Same as (025) 
056 F-G Fine sand and silt, possibly blue-grey/brown natural 
057 F-G Dark brown organic peaty silt and fine sands 
058 F-G Mixed grey fine sand and burnt mound material in cut (059) along N side of (003) 
059 F-G Cut for field boundary feature [cuts (003, 047, 048)].  Same as 105 
060 F-G Deposit of brown grey sandy silt 
061 F-G Deposit of orange grey sandy silt 
062 HH- JJ Black granular deposit in (030). Possibly burnt mound material without stones 
063 AG-AH Slumped burnt mound material  
064 A-K Grey fine sand and silt underlying (007), overlying (065). Similar to (028) 
065 A-K Light brown fibrous peat and root wood underlying (064, 007) 
066 AQ-AP Root wood cuts burnt mound 
067 AQ-AP Peaty deposit under (011) 
068 AQ-AP Brown peaty silt under (011) 
069 AQ-AP Peaty deposit under (011, 062, 070) 
070 AQ-AP Possible revetting stone retaining (011) 
071 X-Y Grey silty peat spread, overlying (025, 023) 
072 S-T, T-U Mixed lenses containing charcoal, lies between (039-040) 
073 S-T, T-U Peat deposit underlying (040) and overlying (005) 
074 RR-SS Thin organic spread. Possibly old surface, underlying sand and burnt mound.  
075 AS-AT Bank material. Light brown fine sandy silt beneath (086) 
076 AS-AT Light grey-brown silt with yellow and brown mottling 
077 AS-AT Light grey-brown silt with yellow and orange mottling 
078 AS-AT Greyish-yellow silt, with traces of charcoal 
079 AS-AT Coarse sand lens between (078) and (080) 
080 AS-AT Light yellow-brown mixed silt 
081 AS-AT Grey-brown silty peat with organic streaks and charcoal flecks 
082 AS-AT Dark brown humified peat underlying (081) 
083 AS-AT Small gravels and sand deposit 
084 AS-AT Brownish-grey silt underlying 
085 AS-AT Dark brown humified peat underlying (085) 
086 AS-AT Topsoil 
087 AS-AT Light-yellow-brown silt [similar to (080)] 
088 AS-AT Brownish grey silt [similar to (084)] 
089 HH-JJ Grey-brown mixed gravel, sand and peat, with charcoal fragments 
090 HH-JJ Mixed gravel, possibly disturbed natural 
091 HH-JJ Brown/brown-grey silts and peat and root wood 
092 HH-JJ Brown/brown-grey silts and peat and root wood 
093 AK-AJ Poorly humified peat/wood overlying (011) and underlying (030) 
094 AK-AJ Basal, poorly humified peat underlying (011) overlying (050) 
095 HH-JJ Possible cut to N of rock (070) 
096 HH-JJ Possible cut to S OF (091), cuts (028) 
097 AJ-AM Basal greenish-creamy silt cut by palaeochannel containing (067, 011, 062) 
098 A-AU Thin band of yellow silt-clay, possible leaching 
099 A-AU Brown peat layer below cut (002) 
100 YY-ZZ Peat and gravel deposit in base of (049), also seen in C-QQ 
101 A-J Cut of stake hole filled by (044) 
102 C-QQ In situ stone edging channel includes (049) and retaining (103) 
103 C-QQ Compact re-deposited peat over heat affected stones (104) in palaeochannel (049) 
104 C-QQ Heat affected stones and associated silt/sand in base of (049) and underlying 

(103) 
105 AK-AJ Cut for ?open ditch cutting burnt mound.  Same as 002, 059 
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Appendix 2:  Arisaig Drawings Register 
 

Drawing 
No 

Section/Plan Scale Description 

1 Section 1:10 Section A-B (001-5) 
2 Plan 1:40 General site plan 
3 Plan 1:40 Overlay of Drawing 2 showing sections 
4 Section 1:20 Section C-D (001-2, 003, 041-2, 046) 
5 Section 1:10 Section F-G 
6 Section 1:10 Section E-H 
7 Plan 1:20 Plan A-J-K showing stake-hole (044) 
8 Plan 1:20 Plan of burnt material (003, 025, 054-5) 
9 Section 1:10 North facing section YY-ZZ (012, 035, 051, 052, 053, 046) 
10 Section 1:10 East facing section ZZ-KK (012, 032, 035) 
11 Section 1:10 North facing section WW-VV (011, 017, 018, 019, 060) 
12 Section 1:10 West facing section XX-WW (017, 018, 019, 060) 
13 Section 1:10 Section VV-UU (013, 014, 011, 019) 
14 Plan 1:20 Plan of burnt mound 2 
15 Section 1:10 Section AP-AQ (008, 011, 030, 062, 067-70, 050) 
16 Section 1:10 Section M-L (011, 019, 035, 061, 050) 
17 Section 1:10 Section X-Y (003, 023, 047-8, 057, 071) 
18 Section 1:10 Section y-z (003, 023, 047-8, 057) 
19 Section 1:10 Section Z-AA (023, 025, 047, 048, 057) 
20 Section 1:10 Section RR-SS (003, 039, 040, 047-8, 050, 072) sample No 

39 
21 Section 1:10 Section DD-FF (024, 025, 050, 056) 
22 Section 1:10 Section J-A (003, 039, 040, 050, 072, 073) sample No 37 
23 Section 1:10 Section S-T, A-B-PP-AU (003, 025, 039, 050, 055, 072-3) 
24 Section 1:10 Section T-V 
25 Section 1:10 Section AP-AR (008, 011, 062, 067) 
26 Section 1:10 Section AS-AT (024, 075-088) sample No 39 
27 Plan 1:20 Plan of AJ-AM (030, 062, 067) 
28 Section 1:10 Section AJ-AK (008, 011, 030, 062, 067, 093) 
29 Section 1:10 Section JJ-HH (008, 011-2, 028, 030, 091) 
30   Not used 
31 Section 1:10 Section H-AL 
32 Section 1:10 Section (044, 101) 
33 Plan 1:10 Plan C-QQ-ZZ (049, 051, 100) 
34 Plan 1:10 Plan C-QQ-ZZ (049) 
35 Section 1:10 Section C-QQ (011, 035, 049, 100, 102-3) sample No 78 
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Appendix 3:  Arisaig Sample Register 
 

Sample 
No 

Context No Description Sample Size (Litres, 
Kubiena Tins, Magnetic 

Susceptibility Tubes) 
1 003 Burnt mound material in black matrix, east side. 

A-B-J-K 
20 

2 011 Burnt mound material in black matrix, east side. 
C-D-L-M 

15 

3 003 Burnt mound material in black matrix, east side. 
E-H-F-G 

40 

4 038 Burnt mound material less black matrix 25 
5 039 Grey-yellow silty sand with charcoal. A-B-J-K 6 
6 040 Dark lens in A-B-J-K 6 
7 040 Charcoal sample, base of (040) 6 
8 040 As sample No 6, but lower and to SW 6 
9 044 Fill of stake-hole. A-B-J-K 6 
10 021 Heat cracked stones without obvious matrix. 

UU-VV-WW-XX 
6 

11 003 Burnt mound stones and matrix. X-Y-Z-AA 6 
12 011 Burnt mound stones and matrix. UU-VV-WW-

XX 
6 

13 056-7 Root wood. F-G, E-H 6 
14 049 Wood probably root. C-D 6 
15 011 Charcoal sample, south of C-L Fragments 
16 007 Charcoal sample. B-PP Fragments 
17 011 Burnt mound upper material. South of QQ-AB 20 
18 011 Burnt mound lower material. South of QQ-AB 20 
19 007 Burnt mound material. Between B & K 20 
20 007 Charcoal sample. Between B & K. Fragments 
21 003 Burnt mound stones and matrix. Between RR-

SS 
10 

22 030 Fragment of possible worked wood (context 
uncertain) 

10 

23 030 Peaty fibrous fill of palaeochannel 10 
24 007 Charcoal sample from point B 10 
25 007 Charcoal sample from point B 10 
26 025 Stones and charcoal furthest from (003) 20 
27 025 Stones and charcoal nearest to (003) 20 
28 007 Charcoal from point K. Lowest profile of (007) 20 
29 063 Semi-carbonised wood. AG-AH 20 
30 007 Charcoal sample. Between A & K 20 
31 007 Semi-carbonised wood from under sample No’s 

28 & 30 
20 

32 062 Well preserved carbonised wood and matrix 20 
33 062 Black granular deposits from burnt mound, 

without stones. Well preserved charcoal 
40 

34 011 Charcoal rich black granular deposit burnt 
mound, with stones. Between AE & AN 

98 

35 062 Well preserved charcoal rich black granular 
deposit. Between AE & AN 

14 

36 066 Root-wood Chunks 
37 003, 034, 040 Large Kubiena tin. A-J Kubiena Tin 
38a 003, 034, 040 Large Kubiena tin. RR-SS (Upper) Kubiena Tin 
38b 003, 034, 040 Small Kubiena tin. RR-SS (Middle) Kubiena Tin 
38c 003, 034, 040 Small Kubiena tin RR-SS (Lower) Kubiena Tin 
39 024 Large Kubiena tin through ditch gravel. SW 

baulk 
Kubiena Tin 
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40 062 Burnt mound material to N of AJ-AK 30 
41 089 Basal sand and gravel with charcoal. HH-JJ 2 
42 069 Peat to N of stone (070) base of cut (095) 2 
43 035 Magnetic-Susceptibility Sample. AU-PP Tube 
44 035 Magnetic-Susceptibility Sample. AU-PP Tube 
45 035 Magnetic-Susceptibility Sample. AU-PP Tube 
46 035 Magnetic-Susceptibility Sample. AU-PP Tube 
47 035 Magnetic-Susceptibility Sample. AU-PP Tube 
48 011 Magnetic-Susceptibility Sample. AU-PP Tube 
49 011 Magnetic-Susceptibility Sample. AU-PP Tube 
50 007 Magnetic-Susceptibility Sample. PP-B Tube 
51 064 Magnetic-Susceptibility Sample. PP-B Tube 
52 003 Magnetic-Susceptibility Sample. A-B Tube 
53 039 Magnetic-Susceptibility Sample. A-B Tube 
54 025 Magnetic-Susceptibility Sample. T-S Tube 
55 039 Magnetic-Susceptibility Sample. T-S Tube 
56 072 Magnetic-Susceptibility Sample. T-S Tube 
57 003 Magnetic-Susceptibility Sample. RR-SS Tube 
58 047 Magnetic-Susceptibility Sample. RR-SS Tube 
59 039 Magnetic-Susceptibility Sample. RR-SS Tube 
60 003 Magnetic-Susceptibility Sample. RR-SS Tube 
61 047 Magnetic-Susceptibility Sample. RR-SS Tube 
62 048 Magnetic-Susceptibility Sample. RR-SS Tube 
63 003 Magnetic-Susceptibility Sample. RR-SS Tube 
64 047 Magnetic-Susceptibility Sample. RR-SS Tube 
65 048 Magnetic-Susceptibility Sample. RR-SS Tube 
66 003 Magnetic-Susceptibility Sample. E-F Tube 
67 003 Magnetic-Susceptibility Sample. E-F Tube 
68 047 Magnetic-Susceptibility Sample. E-F Tube 
69 048 Magnetic-Susceptibility Sample. E-F Tube 
70 048 Magnetic-Susceptibility Sample. E-F Tube 
71 003 Magnetic-Susceptibility Sample. E-H Tube 
72 047 Magnetic-Susceptibility Sample. E-H Tube 
73 048 Magnetic-Susceptibility Sample. E-H Tube 
74 100 Peaty deposit in base of (049) 2 
75 003, 047-8 Burnt mound material 003, possible laid clay 

047 and possibly imported silty sand 048 
Kubiena Tin 

76 Topsoil Sample for soil tests 0.5 
77 050 Subsoil sample for soil tests 0.5 
78 103, 100 Kubiena sample peat in (049) Kubiena Tin 
79 028 Stream silts, cut by palaeochannel (030) 0.5 
80 100 ( = 089) Mixed peat gravel and sand 20 
81 051 ( possibly = 103) Compact and poorly humified 

re-deposited peat 
10 

82 035, 100, 103 Natural or anthropogenic deposits? Kubiena Tin 
83 011 Magnetic-Susceptibility Sample. C-QQ Tube 
84 035 Magnetic-Susceptibility Sample. C-QQ Tube 
85 035 Magnetic-Susceptibility Sample. C-QQ Tube 
86 100 Magnetic-Susceptibility Sample. C-QQ Tube 
87 011 Magnetic-Susceptibility Sample. HH-JJ Tube 
88 091 = 035 Magnetic-Susceptibility Sample. HH-JJ Tube 
89 091 Magnetic-Susceptibility Sample. HH-JJ Tube 
90 011 Magnetic-Susceptibility Sample. L-M Tube 
91 035 Magnetic-Susceptibility Sample. L-M Tube 
92 035 Magnetic-Susceptibility Sample. L-M Tube 
93 011 Magnetic-Susceptibility Sample. WW-VV Tube 
94 019 Magnetic-Susceptibility Sample. WW-VV Tube 
95 019 Magnetic-Susceptibility Sample. WW-VV Tube 
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96 011 Magnetic-Susceptibility Sample. WW-VV Tube 
97 019 Magnetic-Susceptibility Sample. WW-VV Tube 
98 019 Magnetic-Susceptibility Sample. WW-VV Tube 
99 019 Magnetic-Susceptibility Sample. WW-VV Tube 
100 019 Magnetic-Susceptibility Sample. No burnt 

mound stones above XX-WW 
Tube 

101 003 Magnetic-Susceptibility Sample. No burnt 
mound stones above XX-WW 

Tube 

102 047 Magnetic-Susceptibility Sample. X-Y Tube 
103 048 Magnetic-Susceptibility Sample. X-Y Tube 
104 048 Magnetic-Susceptibility Sample. X-Y Tube 
105 048 Magnetic-Susceptibility Sample. X-Y Tube 
106 025 Magnetic-Susceptibility Sample. X-Y Tube 
107 047 Magnetic-Susceptibility Sample. X-Y Tube 
108 048 Magnetic-Susceptibility Sample. X-Y Tube 
109 048 Magnetic-Susceptibility Sample. X-Y Tube 
110 011 Magnetic-Susceptibility Sample. C-L Tube 
111 035 Magnetic-Susceptibility Sample. X-Y Tube 
112 035 Magnetic-Susceptibility Sample. X-Y Tube 
113 035 Magnetic-Susceptibility Sample. X-Y Tube 
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Appendix 4:  Arisaig Photographic Register,  
including Evaluation Photographic Register 

 
Film 
/Shot 

Description Taken 
From 

Conditions 

 EVALUATION   
Film 1    
1-2 General view of test-pitting area from A830 SW Bright 
3-6 General view of test-pitting area from above A830 West Bright 
7-8 General view, east, along coast West  
9-10 Test pit A13  SW Over cast 
11-12 Test pits A11 SE  Sunny 
13-14 Site 66 cleared of bracken pre-excavation SSE Sunny/shade 
15-16 Site 66 from above NNE Sunny/shade 
17-18 General view ------ ----------------- 
19-20 Site 66 ½ section interior SW Bright 
21-22 Site 66 plan view of trench NNW Bright 
23-24 Site 66 interior showing wall built on stone chunks 

from bedrock face 
SW Bright 

25-26 Site 66 section, moss and peat over angular shatter 
from face 

SW Bright 

27-35 Borrodale pre-excavation of area to east of B Burn West Over cast 
    
Film 2    
1-4 General views of trench 1-4, east side of B Burn SSE Over cast 
5-6 Trench 1, general view South  Over cast 
7-8 Trench 1, general view North Over cast 
9-10 Trench 2, general view North  Over cast 
11-12 Trench 3, ½ pit containing possible slag and 

mineralised charcoal at south end 
West Over cast 

13-14 Trench 3 natural mottling/staining in a patch of more 
silty subsoil 2 meters to north of above pit 

West Over cast 

15-16 Trench 4 general view  South  Over cast 
17-18 Trench 3 c. 304-5 ¼ section at south end South 

east  
Over cast 

19-20 Trench 3 c. 308-9 ½ section (oval)  SE Over cast 
21-22 Trench 3 c. 306-7 ¼ section West Over cast 
23-24 Trench 3 general view  North  Over cast 
25-26 Trench 3 central area including pits 304-9 North Overcast 
27-28 Trench 3 general view South  Over cast 
29-34 Borrodale west of Burn pre excavation  Over cast 
35-36 Trench 6 general view SW Over cast 
    
Film 3    
1-2 Trench 5 general view  NNW Over cast 
3-8 General views of area between B’Burn and trench 5-

6 pre-excavation 
Various 
angles 

Over cast 

9-14 General views of area to east of B’Burn. Back filled 
trench 1-4 

South 
east 

Over cast 

15-16 Trench 6 back filled East  Over cast 
17-18 Trench 5 back filled  North  Over cast 
19-20 Trench 7 excavated  East  Sun 
21-22 Trench 8 excavated West Sun 
23-24 Trench 8 excavated  East Sun 
25-26 Trench 8 features in centre SW Sun 
27-28 Trench 8 soil section south facing at features South Sun 
29-30 Site 67 Exc quad, east facing section  South 

east 
Sunny 
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31-32 Site 67 Exc quad south facing section SE Sunny 
33-34 Site 67 general views  SE Sunny 
35-36 Site 67 general views  NE Sunny 
37 Trench 8 c.806-7 pre-excavation South sunny 
    
Film 4    
1-2 As 3/35   
3-4 As 3/35 ½ section S Sunny 
5-6 Trench 8 (814-5) S Sunny 
7-8 Trench 9 general view  W Sunny 
9-10 Test pit 40  S  Bright 
11-12 Test pit 40, quartz veins S  Sunny 
13-14 Test pit 37 SE Sunny  
15-16 Test Pit? -----------

---- 
------------------ 

17-18 Trench 10 Borrodale West SW Overcast 
19-20 Trench 11 Borrodale West S Overcast 
21-22 Trench 12 Borrodale West SE Bright 
23-24 Trench 12 Borrowdale West SE Bright 
25-26 Trench 12 Borrowdale West, central area showing 

pits and soil sections 
S Bright 

27-28 Trench 12 Borrowdale West general view, and 
possible rectangular structure NW end 

NW Bright 

29-30 Trench 12 pre-ex of feature SSE Bright 
31-32 Trench 12 section showing (1204) E Bright 
33-34 Trench 12 (1204) post-ex E Sunny 
    
Film 5    
1-2 Trench 12 (1208-9) section NE Sunny 
3-4 Trench 13 general view downhill NW Overcast 
5-6 Trench 13 general view uphill SE Overcast 
7-8 Trench 13 central feature (1304) SE Overcast 
9-10 Trench 13 (1304) section pre-ex SW Overcast 
11-12 Trench 13 (1304) SW facing section SE Sunny 
13-14 Trench 13 (1304) SE facing section SW Sunny 
15-16 Trench 14 General view SE Sunny 
17-18 Trench 14 stones of possible revetting wall (1407) in 

centre of trench with old ground surface below and 
possible pits 

SSE Sunny 

19-20 Trench 14 curving feature near SE end (1405-6) SSE Sunny 
21-22 Trench 14 possible stream channel and gravels at 

SSE end of trench 
SSE Sunny 

23-24 Trench14 general view NW Sunny 
25-26 Trench 12-14 general view of area N Sunny 
27-28 Trench 14 section through curving feature near SE 

end (1405-6) 
SSE Sunny 

29-30 Trench 14 stones of possible revetting wall, soil 
section at (1407) in centre of trench with old ground 
surface below and possible pits 

SSE Sunny 

31-34 Site 51 pre-ex of W side N, NE Sunny 
35-36 Site 5, lazy beds Trench 18 pre-ex. C.3m-11m 

amplitude 
  

    
Film 6    
1-2 Structure A, Brunary Burn, tumble and possible 

paving exposed 
ESE Overcast 

3-4 General view of Structure A and Trench 1 NNE Overcast 
5-6 Structure B Trench 2 ESE Overcast 
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7-8 Structure B Trench 2 SSW Overcast 
9-10 Site 51 Trench 20 general view NE Overcast 
11-12 Site 51 Trench 19 general view S Overcast 
13-14 Site 51 Trench 18 general view SSW Overcast 
15-16 Site 51 Trench 15 general view W Overcast 
17-18 Site 51 Trenches 16-17 general view W Overcast 
19-20 Site 51 Trench 17 W Overcast 
21-22 Site 51 Trench 17 soil section  N Overcast 
23-24 Site 51 Trench 16 after cleaning NW Overcast 
25-26 Site 51 Trench 16 palaeochannel NW Overcast 
27-28 Site 51 field bank and revetting wall NW Overcast 
29-30 Site 51 Trench 16 field bank and wall SE Overcast 
31- Site 51 SW facing section SW Overcast 
    
Film 7    
1-2 Trench 16 extension after cleaning SW Overcast 
3-6 Trench 16 after cleaning, general view SW Overcast 
7-8 Trench 16 sondage, SE of wall/bank (1609-10). 

Possible cut of feature on left side under bank 
SW Overcast 

9-10 Trench 16 sondage NE Overcast 
11-12 Trench 16 NE-SW sondage across trench, material 

over sand and silt 
NW Overcast 

13-14 Trench 16 extension, sondage SW facing section SW Overcast/Rain 
15-16 Trench 16 extensiondeeper sondage at NW end of 

trench 
SW Overcast 

17-18 Trench 16 extension SE facing section SE Overcast 
19-20 Trench 16 extension SE facing section, close-up of 

deepest sondage 
SE Overcast 

21-22 Brunery Burn Structure C, field bank similar to that 
in Trench 16 (1609-10) 

SE Overcast/Rain 

23-24 Brunery Burn Structure B excavated to natural E Overcast 
25-26 Site 56. On the 1/7/05 area was under woodland   
27-28 Trench 15-17 backfilled  W Sunny 
29-30 Trench 19-20 backfilled SW Sunny 
31-32 Trench 18 backfilled W Sunny 
33-34 Brunery Burn Structure A, excavations to partial 

paving (A005) 
W Bright 

35-36 Brunery Burn Structure A, excavations to partial 
paving (A005), close up 

-----------
--- 

------------------ 

    
Film 8    
1-2 Brunery Burn Structure B. E facing section E Overcast 
3-4 Brunery Burn Structure B. E facing section, close-up 

of sondage 
E Overcast 

5-6 Brunery Burn general view of test pit transcept N Bright 
7-8 Brunery Burn Structure B. Transcept test pit B N Bright 
9-10 Brunery Burn Structure B. Transcept test pit D N Bright 
11-12 Brunery Burn Structure B. Transcept test pit E N Bright 
13-14 Brunery Burn Structure B. Transcept test pit C E Bright 
15-16 Brunery Burn Structure B. Transcept test pit C N Bright 
17-18 Brunery Burn Structure B. Transcept test pit A S Bright 
    

 EXCAVATION   
Film 9    
1-2 North area of site after cleaning N Sunny 
3-4 North area of site after cleaning showing detail of 

burnt mound material 
W Sunny 

5-6 General view of site after cleaning SW Bright 
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7-8 Detail of burnt mound feature SW Bright 
9-10 Detail of burnt mound feature SW Bright 
11-12 Detail of burnt mound feature S Bright 
13-14 Parallel palaeochannels on NW side of site SW Sunny 
15-16 Parallel palaeochannels on NW side of site SW Sunny 
17-18 Section A-B through negative element of FB feature 

(001-2) 
NE Bright 

19-20 Section A-B through negative element of FB feature 
(001-2), showing burnt mound material cut (002) by 
field boundary 

N Bright 

21-22 The second two trenches to NW of burnt mound 
(003) excavated to deposits underlying. General view 

NW Overcast 

23-24 Middle trench close-up NW Overcast 
25-26 SW trench plan view showing deposits on left and in 

centre that runs under Burnt Mound (003) 
SW Overcast 

27-28 SE end of Trench 1. Section showing gravel with 
peaty lenses and grey-black silt below 

NE Overcast 

29-34 Various shots showing site flooded   
    
Film 10    
1-2 Pre-ex of (011-12 and 035) N Sunny 
3-4 Field drain parallel with field boundary, cut (036), fill 

(037) of mixed gravel fills to W of baulk 
SSE Sunny 

5-6 Burnt mound (011-12 and 035) partial excavation N Sunny 
7-8 (003) over (039) over (040) section at E side NW Bright 
9-10 Section showing thin burnt material (011) over 

yellow silts and sands 
N Bright 

11-12 General view of both sections in trenches 9-12 and 
site 15/9 

 Bright 

13-14 Small carbonised branch in base of (040) with 
laminated (039) yellow silt and sand above 

  

15-16 Section E-F  NW Overcast 
17-18 Section E-H SW Overcast 
19-20 Section F-G NE Overcast 
21-22 Section C-D south end E Bright 
23-24 Section C-D north end E Bright 
25-26 Section H, (040) removed to (043) dipping to SW NW Overcast 
27-28 Section H, possible stake hole (044) plan view. Cut 

into (045) gravel and sealed by (043) 
  

29-30 Pre-ex of area NPQR after cleaning S Bright 
31-32 Area STUV on right, NPQR on left S Bright 
33-34 Area XYZAA on left, NPQR on right S Bright 
35-36 Pre-ex of area to west of BB to GG after cleaning SW Overcast 
    
Film 11    
1 Registration shot   
2-3 Pre-ex of (021) N Overcast 
4-5 Area STUV cleaned showing unburnt stones, perhaps 

tumble from mound 
SSE Overcast 

6-7 (049) possible trough showing (051, 052, 053, and 
046)  

NE Overcast 

8-9 Detailed shot of (049) possible trough showing (051, 
052, 053, and 046) 

NE Overcast 

10-13 Section F-G excavated to natural (050) ESE Bright 
14-17 Section E-H excavated to natural (050) WNW Bright 
18-19 WW-VV section, general shot N Overcast 
20-21 WW-VV section, detail shot N Overcast 
22-23 XX-WW section W Overcast 
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24-25 VV-UU section E Overcast 
26    
27-28 General view of the site NNW Sunny 
29-30 General view of site W Sunny 
31-32 General view of feature (049) under partial 

excavation 
N Sunny 

33-34 Plan view of area to N of section YY-ZZ showing 
root wood and possible trough 

S Sunny 

35-36 Area to N of section YY-ZZ after cleaning and 
showing post-ex of features 

N Overcast 

    
Film 12    
1-2 Areas B PP QQ L K after cleaning with burnt mound 

material cut by field drains (036-37) 
S Overcast 

3-4 Trench 1 NW facing section 1  NW Overcast 
5-6 Trench 1 SE facing section 2  SE Overcast 
7-8 Trench 3 SE facing section 5  SE Overcast 
9-10 Trench 3 SE facing section 6  SE Overcast 
11-12 Section through (007) S Overcast 
13-14 General shot of (007) E Overcast 
15-16 Trench 2 SE section 3  NW Overcast 
17-18 Trench 2 SE facing section SE Overcast 
    
Film 13    
1-2 Section X-Y-Z-AA. Plan view of trench to natural 

(050) 
SSE Overcast 

3-4 Section X-Y WSW Overcast 
5-6 Section X-Y detail of central area WSW Overcast 
7-8 Section Y-Z  SSE Overcast 
9-10 Section Y-Z detail of sub-mound deposits SSE Overcast 
11-12 Section AA-Z ENE Overcast 
13-14 Section X-AA NNW Overcast 
15-16 Areas B PP AB and K. Burnt mound material (011) 

removed to (035) below on left. Field drains (036-7) 
cutting both and (007) to right 

W Overcast 

17-18 Areas B PP AB and K. Burnt mound material (011) 
removed to (035) below on left. Field drains (036-7) 
cutting both and (007) to right 

S Overcast 

19-20 Section L-M W Overcast 
21-22 Section L-M and general view of deposits to S W  Overcast 
23-26 Trench and general site views NW Overcast 
27-28 Trench and sections to E N Overcast 
29-30 Area LL, AC and AD cleaned surface of (011) with 

field drains (036-7) in foreground 
S Overcast 

31-32 General view of area LL, AC and AD E Overcast 
33-34 Section A-B post-ex down to natural (050) ENE Overcast 
35-36 Section? ----------- ---------------- 
    
Film 14    
1-2 SSE Section A-B post-ex down to natural (050) ENE Overcast 
3-4 Western area to west of JJ-HH, with trenches AG, 

AH, AJ, AK, AL and AM excavated to 
palaeochannel (030) and burnt mound material 

N Bright 

5-6 Area to south of AG-AH  WSW Bright 
7-8 Area AJ, AK, AL and AM, lower palaeochannel 

(030).  
N Bright 

9-10 General view of areas AG to AM NW Overcast 
11-12 General view of areas AG to AM and (007) NW Overcast 
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13-14 Area ATUV, with sand (039) appearing under (003) 
in the W/NW corner of the trench (point T) also 
showing flecks of charcoal which may be (040) 

ESE Overcast 

15-16 Detail of possible wood in situ under charcoal sample 
No’s 28 and 30 

S Overcast 

17-18 General view of possible wood in situ under charcoal 
sample No’s 28 and 30 

W Overcast 

19-20 Area ATUV, with sand (039) appearing under (003) 
in the W/NW corner of the trench (point T) also 
showing flecks of charcoal which may be (040) to SE 
of (039). 

SE Overcast 

21-22 Area to east of AE, (011) removed to (028) also 
showing  (062) 

SW Bright 

23-24 General view of area to east of AE, (011) removed to 
(028) also showing  (062) 

W Bright 

25-26 Area between A and K, detail of wood in peat deposit 
(065) under (007) and also running under (064) 
which underlies (007) to the south 

NNW Overcast 

27-28 Plan view of area between A and K, detail of wood in 
peat deposit (065) under (007) and also running 
under (064) which underlies (007) to the south 

N Overcast 

29-30 New Gate for Ewan McMillan at Borrodale.  Pre-ex  Rain 
31-32 AQ-AP, modern root-wood (066) prior to removal N Overcast/rain 
    
Film 15    
1-2 North facing section AP-AQ N Overcast 
3-4 General view of section RR-SS NNW Overcast 
5-6 Detail of central area of section RR-SS NNW Overcast 
7-8 Detail at SS corner of section RR-SS ENE Overcast 
9-10 DD-FF sondage down to natural W Overcast 
11-12 Kubiena Tin No 37 in section A-J NNW Bright 
13-14 Kubiena Tin No 38 a-c in section RR-SS NW Bright 
15-16 Detail of Kubiena Tin No 38 a-c in section RR-SS NW Bright 
17-18 Kubiena sample No 39 in SW baulk, sample taken 

through gravel (024), peat and overlying Field 
Boundary deposits 

NE Overcast 

19-20 Detail of Kubiena sample No 39 in SW baulk, sample 
taken through gravel (024), peat and overlying Field 
Boundary deposits 

NE Overcast 

21-22 Sondage to SW of FF. (048, 050) basal peat possibly 
cut by palaeochannel 

N Overcast 

23-24 Section AJ-AK, silty peat (030) over less humified 
peat possibly (067) 

NNW Rain 

25-26 Detail of section AJ-AK, silty peat (030) over less 
humified peat possibly (067) 

NNW Rain 

27-28 Section HH-JJ general view W Sunny 
29-30 Section HH-JJ showing stone (070) and burnt mound 

material (011) 
W Sunny 

31-34 Section HH-JJ showing stone (070) and burnt mound 
material (011) to south of (030) 

SW Sunny 

35-37 General views over site ----------- ------------------ 
    
Film 16    
1-2 AJ-AK after cleaning down to (011, 062)   
3-4 Section A-B post-ex to natural (050) general view N  
5-6 End of section N including (036-7) Area PP-AU   
7-8 Centre of Section A-B including (001-2) area PP-B   
9-10 South end of Section A-B including (003, 039, 040) 

area A-B 
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11-12 Detail of south end of section AB, area A   
13-14 Section AB, E-W at North end including (003) over 

(035). AU-AB 
S Overcast 

15-16 General view of section showing (024 and 075-088) N  
17-18 Section showing (024 and 075-088) and detail of 

sample No 39 
NE Overcast 

19-20 Section AJ-AK, down to natural (011 and 062) 
showing modern root wood 

N Overcast 

21-22 (046, 049) below section YY-ZZ after stones 
removed, and as one feature 

NNW Bright 

23-24 Detail of possible stake-hole/root showing as rings 
within (046) fill of (049) 

  

25-30 Section AL-AF-H after cleaning. N Bright 
31-32 General view of section AL-AF-H after cleaning NNW Bright 
33- General site shots   
    
Film 17    
1-2 Kubiena sample No 75 (003, 047-48) in section E-F NNW Overcast 
3 Registration shot   
4-5 Stake-hole   
6-11 General views of Arisaig Site   
12-13 Possible trackway, 3m wide, and black patches at W E Overcast 
14-15 Possible trackway, 3m wide, and black patches at W NE Overcast 
16-17 Arisaig. Cut (049) N Overcast 
18-19 Arisaig. Cut (049) looking west down palaeochannel 

and water filled trenches 
E Overcast 

20-21 Working shots towards base of (049) and after 
samples No 51 and 100 were removed 

N Overcast 

22-23 Working shots towards base of (049) and after 
samples No 51 and 100 were removed. NB. Two 
stones to west of (046, 051-3) 

NE Overcast 

24-25 Section C showing upright stone (102) with peat 
(103) to left and showing (104) underlying 

N Overcast 

26-27 Detail of section C showing upright stone (102) with 
peat (103) to left and showing (104) underlying 

N Overcast 

28-29 Kubiena sample No 78 (100, 103, 104) within cut 
(049) 

N Overcast 

30-31 Kubiena sample No 82 (035, 100, 103) N Overcast 
    

 
 
Appendix 5:  Arisaig Finds Register 
 
Context Find type No. Wt/g Notes Spot-date 
037 CBM 2 21 drainpipe Post Medieval 
040 Lithics 1 quartz flake Prehistoric 
075 Pottery 1 7 White-ware rim, crazed 19th c. 
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Appendix 6:  Borrodale West Context Register 
 
Context No Description 
001 Topsoil 
002 Orange gravel/silt – plough soil 
003 Orange gravel/silt – plough soil 
004 Basal darker topsoil deposit.  Grey silt.  Seals cairns 005, 007 
005 Stone deposit, mostly small stones (cairn) sealed by (004) 
006 Creamy silt and sand deposit in gully on hill-slope 
007 Smaller cairn with larger stones. Sealed by (004) 
008 Black/grey-black, old ground surface? Underlying (006) in terrace 
009 Pinkish-cream silt sand and gravels underlying (008) 
010 Natural sands and gravels 
011 Possible sub-circular cut filled by (012) 
012 Mottled black/grey fill of (011) 
013 As (011) filled by (014) 
014 As (012) fill of (013) 
015 Possible oval cut filled by (016-7) 
016 Fill of (015) 
017 Small black patch in (015) 
018 As (015) filled by (019) 
019 As (012) fill of (018) 
020 As (015) filled by (021) 
021 As (012) filled of (020) 
022 As (011) filled by (023) 
023 As (012) fill of (022) 
024 As (011) filled by (025) 
025 As (012) fill of (024) 
026 Linear ditch cut, cuts stones (005) 
027 Fill of ditch (026), brown sand and grit 
028 Possible cut for small circular post-hole, filled by (029) 
029 Fill of (028) 
030 As (015) filled by (031) 
031 As (012) fill of (030) 
032 Possible circular cut for post-hole, or stone-hole 
033 Fill of (032) light brown silt and grit 
034 As (032) filled by (035) 
035 Fill of (034) light brown silt and gravel 
036 As (032) filled by (037) 
037 As (033) fill of (036) 
038 As (032) filled by (039) 
039 As (033) fill of (038) 
040 Possible cut for sub-circular posthole/pit 
041 Fill of (040) light brown silt and grit with charcoal flecks 
042 Possible cut for large feature 
043 Outer fill of (042) mottled grey-black silt and grit, possibly contains lithics 
044 Inner/upper fill of (042) light brown silt and gravel [similar to topsoil] 
045 Irregular cut for pit ? filled by (046) 
046 Mid-brown silt and grit/gravel with charcoal flecks 
047 Possible cut for stake-hole 
048 Fill of (047) black silt and gravel 
049 Possible curvilinear cut for ditch 
050 Grey-black mottled fill of (049) 
051 Grey-brown silt and grit with charcoal flecks, fill of (049) 
052 Poorly defined possible oval cut 
053 Fill of (052), mottled grey or brown silt and gravel 
054 Irregular possible cut for pit? Filled by (055) 
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055 As (053) patches of grey-black and grey-brown silt and gravel 
056 Possible sausage-shape cut filled by (057) 
057 Mottled grey-black and grey-brown gravels fill of (056) 
058 Possible cut for scoop/pit. Filled by (059), with large stone to N 
059 Fill of (058), mottled grey-black and grey-brown gravel 
060 Possible cut for scoop/pit. Filled by (059), with large stone to N 
061 Mottled grey-black and grey-brown gravels, with charcoal, fill of (056) 
062 Possible oval pit cut 
063 Fill of (062), dark brown silt/sand/gravel, similar to sub-soil 
064 Oval cut filled by (065) 
065 Pinkish-brown creamy silt/sand/gravel with charcoal 
066 Surface charcoal scatter 
067 Surface charcoal scatter, north 
068 Surface charcoal scatter, south 
069 Cut for possible sub-circular post-hole 
070 Black silt and gravel fill of (069) 
071 Possible oval cut filled by (072) 
072 Black grey-black silt and gravel fill of (071), similar to sub-soil 
073 Cut for bifurcating linear ditch 
074 Light brown, silt and gravel fill of (073) 
075 Possible oval cut filled by (076) 
076 Black grey-black silt and gravel fill of (071), similar to sub-soil 
077 Irregular oval cut filled by (078) 
078 Patchy grey-black and mid-brown silt and gravel fill of (071) 
079 Irregular oval cut filled by (080) 
080 Patchy grey-black and mid-brown silt and gravel fill 
081 Cut for linear ditch, poorly defined 
082 Light brown, silt and gravel fill of (081) 
083 Possible cut for irregular-oval pit fill of (084) 
084 Grey-brown creamy brown silt and gravel with charcoal flecks 
085 Possible circular cut filled by (086) 
086 Black grey-black silt and gravel fill of (085), similar to sub-soil 
087 Possible circular cut filled by (088) 
088 Black grey-black silt and gravel fill of (087), similar to sub-soil 
089 Possible circular cut filled by (090) 
090 Black grey-black silt and gravel fill of (089), similar to sub-soil 
091 Cut for complex possible feature filled by (092-3) 
092 Outer, lower fill of mottled black/grey-black silt, sand and gravel with 

charcoal flecks, fill of (091) 
093 Inner, upper fill of mottled black/grey-black silt, sand and gravel with 

charcoal flecks, fill of (091) 
094 Cut for circular pit/post-hole filled by (095) 
095 Mottled black/grey-black silt, sand and gravel with charcoal flecks, fill of 

(094) 
096 Possible stake-hole 
097 Fill of (096) grey-black silt with charcoal flecks 
098 Possible stake-hole 
099 Fill of (096) grey-black silt with charcoal flecks merging with subsoil 
100 Possible stake-hole 
101 Fill of (096) grey-black silt with charcoal flecks 
102 Possible circular cut for post-hole 
103 Grey-brown silt/sand/grit fill of (102) 
104 Fill of (107), light-brown/grey-brown sand and gravel, similar to subsoil 
105 Irregular sausage-shaped cut filled by (106) 
106 Fill of (105), light-brown/grey-brown sand and gravel, similar to subsoil 
107 Irregular sausage-shaped cut filled by (104) 
108 Possible cut for circular post-hole 
109 Mottled grey-black and light brown fill of (108), similar to subsoil 
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110 Irregular possible cut for pit filled by (111-2) 
111 Creamy-brown silt, sand and gravel with charcoal flecks, inner or upper fill of 

(110) 
112 Outer/lower fill of (110), black/grey silt and gravel with charcoal flecks 
113 Linear cut for ditch 
114 Light brown silt/sand/gravel with charcoal flecks fill of (113) 
115 Possible oval cut filled by (116) 
116 Grey-brown silt,/sand/gravel with charcoal flecks, fill of (115) 
117 Possible sub-circular cut filled y (118) 
118 Grey-brown silt,/sand/gravel with charcoal flecks, fill of (117) 
119 Possible oval cut filled by (120) 
120 Grey-brown silt,/sand/gravel with charcoal flecks, fill of (119) 
121 Possible oval cut filled by (122) 
122 Grey-brown silt,/sand/gravel with charcoal flecks, fill of (121) 
123 Cut for linear ditch 
124 Grey-brown silt, sand, gravel with charcoal flecks 
125 Cut for excavated feature in Trench 8 
126 Mixed topsoil and backfill in (125) 
127 Possible cut for posthole/pit 
128 Grey/grey-black silt and gravel fill with charcoal flecks 
129 Possible cut for pit/post-hole filled by (130) 
130 Grey/grey-black silt and gravel fill of (129) with charcoal flecks 
131 Machine test pit in Trench 8 
132 Blue/grey fill of (131) 
133 Oval possible cut for pit filled by (134) 
134 Fill of (133), grey-black/black silt and gravel, similar in composition to 

subsoil 
135 Possible oval cut for pit filled by (136) 
136 Grey-black/black silt and gravel, similar in composition to subsoil, fill of 

(135) 
137 Possible oval re-cut for pit filled by (138) 
138 Grey-black/black silt and gravel, similar in composition to subsoil, fill of 

(137) 
139 Cut for circular pit/posthole filled by (140-1) 
140 Inner/upper fill of (139) 
141 Outer/lower fill of (139), grey silt and gravel 
142 Bluish-grey silt overlying (008) and underlying (006) 
143 Bluish-grey silt possible leaching of (008) into (009) 
144 Reddish brown sandy silt underlying (142) overlying (008) 
145 Orange brown sandy silt underlying (004), overlying (006), and enclosing 

(007) 
146 Darker brown gravel deposit within (004) 
147 Cut for oval pit to SW of (071-2) 
148 Grey silt, sand and gravel fill of (147) 
149 Reddish orange silt and gravel fill of (139) 
150 Loose, brown silt sealing stones of cairn (005) 
151 Fill of pit (152) 
152 Cut of pit filled by (151) 
153 Orange-brown silt and gravel fill of (137) 
154 Red brown silt and gravel, re-deposited natural in (135) 
155 Dark brown silt and gravel, re-deposited natural in (135) 
156 Root material in (135) 
157 Oval cut by (133) 
158 Dark brown silt and gravel fill of (157) 
159 Possible cut to W of (133) possibly cut by (113) 
160 Dark brown silt and gravel fill of (159) 
161 Reddish brown deposit, N edge of (135) 
162 Primary cut, filled by (153) cut by (137) 
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163 Purplish-brown possible fill enclosing (148) in (147) 
164 Possible re-cut in (135), cuts (161) filled by (136, 154-5) 
165 Purplish-brown sand, gravel, possible fill layer enclosing (072) 
166 Fill within (042) 
167 Fill within (042) 
168 Fill within (042) 
169 Cut of pit 
170 Brown gravel fill of (169) 
171 Creamy fill of (169) cut by (157) 
172 Charcoal layer above base of (169) 
173 Dark brown silty fill of (169), cut by (157) 
174 Small burnt feature abutting (044) 
175 Greyish brown patch, possibly stone-hole abutting (174) 
176 Re-cut of pit, filled by (171) 
 
 
Appendix 7:  Borrodale West Drawings Register 
 
Drawing 
No 

Section/Plan Scale Description 

1 Section 1:10 W facing section (001-5), section of trench baulk 
2 Plan 1:100 Borrodale West general plan 
3 Plan 1:20 Cairn (005)  
4 Plan 1:20 Cairn (007) 
5 Section 1:10 Trench 1 NW facing section 
6 Section 1:10 Trench 3 NW facing section 
7 Plan 1:40 Rose cottage  
8 Section 1:10 S facing section of (007), possible cairn 
9 Section 1:10 SW facing section through ditch (123) 
10 Section 1:10 SW facing section through terminus of ditch 
11 Section 1:10 Section through (139) 
12 Section  S facing section, quad 1 (005) 
13 Section  E facing section quad1 (005) 
14 Plan 1:20 Features (134 and 138) 
15 Section 1:10 North facing section of pit (157-8) 
16 Section  SE facing section (042, 044, 174, 175) 
17 Section  Quad 2 N facing section Cairn (005) 
18 Section  Quad 2 W facing section Cairn (005) 
 
 
Appendix 8:  Borrodale West Samples Register 
 
Sample No Context Description Sample Size (Litres) 
1 066 Large piece of cut charcoal, surface scatter Fragment 
2 140 Charcoal rich upper fill of (139) 6 
3 141 Grey charcoal rich lower fill of (139) 6 
4 151 Grey charcoal rich fill of (152)  
5 154  6 
6 158 Charcoal rich fill of (157)  
7 136   
8    
9  Kubiena sample Trench 1  
10  Kubiena sample Trench 1  
11    
12  Kubiena sample (007, 006, 004)  
13  Kubiena sample (007,004) and possibly (003)  
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Appendix 9:  Borrodale West and Rose Cottage Photographic Register 
 

Film 18    
1-4 General site views Varied Sunny 
5-6 Possible clearance cairn (005) partly exposed SE Sunny 
7-8 Possible clearance cairn (005) partly exposed S Sunny 
9-10 General view of 005 with soil horizons (001-4) 

section 
S Sunny 

11-12 Detail of (001-4) with underlying stones (005)  S Sunny 
13-16 Site E at end on slope after cleaning E Bright 
17-18 Cairn (005) after cleaning E Bright 
19-20 Cairn (007) after cleaning E Bright 
21-22 View along the hollow containing grey-silt sand 

(006) 
SSE Bright 

23-24 View along the hollow containing grey-silt sand 
(006) 

NNW Bright 

25-26 Possible grouping of post-holes on crest of hill SSW Bright 
27-28 Ditch cutting cairn (005) WSW Bright 
29-32 Western end of level area after cleaning W Overcast 
33-34 Level area after cleaning W Overcast 
35-36 North side of level area after cleaning WSW Overcast 
    
Film 19    
1-2 Trench 1 after removal of (006) down to (008-9) NE Bright 
3-4 Trench 1 after removal of (006) down to (008-9) SSW Bright 
5 Registration Shot   
6-7 Trench 2 general view after removal of (006) down 

to a patchy grey (008) 
W Overcast 

8-9 Trench 2 general view after removal of (006) down 
to a patchy grey (008) 

E Overcast 

10-11 Trench 3 general view after removal of (006) down 
to stony (008) 

 Overcast 

12-15 General view of Rose Cottage showing 
entranceway 

S Overcast 

16-17 Rose Cottage detail of entranceway and path S Overcast 
18-19 Rose Cottage detail of entranceway and path E Overcast 
20-21 Rose Cottage detail of entranceway, path, square 

paved feature and wall 
E Overcast 

22-23 Rose Cottage detail of brick paving, sewage pipes, 
path and gate 

N Overcast 

24-25 Rose Cottage east of site, showing exposed bedrock 
and mortar spread 

N Overcast 

26-27 Rose Cottage showing brick paving abutting 
bedrock and sewage pipes 

E and NE Overcast 

28-29 Rose Cottage, mortar spread, path and gateway NE Overcast 
30-31 Rose Cottage, detail of brick paving and sewage 

pipes 
N Overcast 

32-33 Pit (139) pre-ex ESE Overcast 
34-35 Pits (135-8) SE Overcast 
36 Sections through stone holes (035-039) SW Sun/shade 
    
Film 20    
1-2 Pre-ex of possible pits (042-044) SSW Sunny 
3-4 Pre-ex of possible pits (071-2) E Sunny 
5-6 Pre-ex of possible pits (069-70) E Sunny 
7-8 Cairn (005) after removal of SE quadrant E Sunny 
9-10 Cairn (005) after removal of SE quadrant S Sunny 
11-12 Pre-ex of possible pit (060-1) S Sunny 



A830/1100/0 Page 53 CFA 

13-14 Cairn (005) general view SSE Sunny 
15-16 General view of terrace area in trenches 1-3 SSE Sunny 
17-18 Section through ditch (073-4) S Sunny 
19-20 Section through ditch (123-4) N Sunny 
21-22 Section through ditch (123-4) S terminal/truncation S Sunny 
23-24 Sections through pits (135, 137) ESE Overcast 
25-26 Pit (135) detail ESE Overcast 
27-28 Pit (137) detail ESE Overcast 
29-30 OGS? (061) amongst stones, natural feature W Sunny 
31-32 Old ground surface (061) detail S Sunny 
33-34 Pits in SW corner, (139, 140-1, 149, 152, 151) SE Sunny 
35-36 Detail of (139, 140-1, 149) SE Overcast 
    
Film 21    
1-2 Pre-ex of pits (133-4, 157-8)   
3 Registration Shot   
4-5 Soil creep on the slope to the E W Overcast 
6-7 Soil creep on the slope to the W SE Overcast 
8-9 Section showing (042-4) with surface lithics in 

(043) 
SSW Sunny 

10-11 Section through pits (147-8, 163) S Bright 
12-13 Section through pits (071-2, 165) N Sunny 
14-15 Section through pits (069-70) (possible base of pit 

or posthole) 
SE Sunny 

16-17 SW side of pit (135) showing re-deposited subsoil 
(154) over re-cut (164) overlying primary cut (135) 

SE Overcast 

18-19 Section through pit (157-8) N Overcast 
20-21 Detail of east side of section through pits (069-70) N Overcast 
22-23 Plan of pit cuts (139, 152) SE Overcast 
24-25 Oblique shots of pit cuts (139, 152) N Overcast 
26-27 Cairn (005) post-ex of NW quad, W facing section W Bright 
28-29 Cairn (005) post-ex of NW quad, N facing section N Bright 
30-31 Post-ex of cairn (005) NE Bright 
32-33 Kubeana samples No’s 9-10 (008) in Trench 1 N Overcast 
34-35 Kubeana samples No’s 12-13 (004, 006) in cairn 

(007) 
S Overcast 

    
Film 22    
1-2 Topsoil section to north of (060) S Sunny 
3-4 Topsoil section by (091) S Sunny 
5-6 Topsoil section to north of (110) S Sunny 
7-8 Topsoil section to north of (117) S Overcast 
9-10 Post-ex of pit (135) SE Overcast 
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Appendix 10:  Borrodale West Finds Register 
 

Context SF Find type No Wt/g Notes Spot-date 
601 13 Pottery 1 11 White-ware transfer printed rim 19th c.+ 
807  Lithics 8  quartz Preh 
1001 25 Pottery 2 28 White-ware transfer printed rim 

and plain rim 
19th c.+ 

1101 27 Pottery 1 6 White-ware transfer printed rim 19th c.+ 
1220?  Lithics 7  quartz etc Preh 

ploughsoil  Pottery 8 104 White-ware bowls, plate rim etc., 
porcelain base, stoneware body, 
Red-ware slip-decorated body 

19th c.+ 

ploughsoil  Stone 1 3 slate pencil 19th c.+ 
cleaning  Lithics 3  2 quartz, 1 flint Preh 

spoil  Lithics 2  flint Preh 
spoil  Stone 2 45 slate PMed 

surface W  Lithics 1  quartz Preh 
spoil near 

005 
 Lithics 1  flint Preh 

cleaning S 
of 005 

 Lithics 4  2 quartz, 2 flint Preh 

003  Lithics 1  burnt flint Preh 
010  Lithics 6  4 quartz, 2 flint Preh 
043  Lithics 2  quartz Preh 
124  Lithics 1  quartz Preh 

136 NW  Lithics 9  quartz Preh 
136 SE  Lithics 13  quartz Preh 
138 SE  Lithics 3  quartz Preh 

158  Lithics 1  quartz Preh 
161  Lithics 1  quartz Preh 
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Appendix 11:  Lochan Torr na Nighinn Context Register 
 
Context No Trench / 

Structure 
Description 

1000 1, 2 & 3 Topsoil 
1001 1, 2 & 3 Possible buried garden soil 
1002 2 & 3 Secondary fill of hard standing / path (1011) 
1003 1, 2 & 3 Natural 
1004 2 & 3 Lower fill of hard standing  (1011) 
1005 2 Stones in hearth (1012) 
1006 2 Area of paving to NE of (1012) 
1007 2 Cut of possible posthole 
1008 2 Fill of posthole (1007): dark grey, loosely compacted sandy silt 
1009 2 Packing stones in posthole (1007) 
1010 2 Spread of dark brownish black organic rich, friable sandy silt.  Possible 

sump that (1030) runs into 
1011 2 Possible cut for hard standing outside Structure B 
1012 2 Spread of burning in hearth area: dark grey black silt with ashy inclusions 
1013 A Exterior face of Structure A wall 
1014 A Interior face of Structure A wall 
1015 A Rubble core of Structure A wall 
1016 A Paving in Structure A 
1017 A  Partition wall in Structure A 
1018 A Possible paving in N of structure A 
1019 A Drain in Structure A 
1020 A Earthen floor in Structure A 
1021 B Walls of Structure B 
1022 1 Spread of stones 
1023 A Cut of drain (1019) 
1024 B Latest phase of silting of possible floor layer 
1025 B Earlier floor layer or possible natural ground 
1026 1 Spread of burnt sandy silt 
1027 1 Possible linear stone setting, possible drain, below (1022) 
1028 - Unassigned 
1029 A Rubble fill of stone drain (1030) 
1030 A Cut of rubble drain (1029) 
1031 A Rubble fill of stone drain (1032) 
1032 A Cut of rubble drain (1031) 
1033 1 Hard-standing (1039) kerb outside Structure A 
1034 B Stone setting within Structure B 
1035 B Possible crude paving within Structure B 
1036 B Possible crude paving within doorway of Structure B 
1037 A Paving within doorway of Structure A 
1038 A Patch of burning, possible remnants of hearth, within Structure A: orange 

and organic rich, friable sandy silt red sandy silt 
1039 1 & 2 Crudely paved hard-standing outside Structure A: small angular and sub-

angular cobbles forming a hard standing area. 
1040 A Layer of mid to dark brown sandy silt beneath paving (1016) 
1041 1 Possible original ground surface below (1039): dark brown sandy silt, 

moderately compacted 
1042 1 Layer of gleying below (1041): greenish grey sandy silt, poor – 

moderately compacted. 
1043 2 & 3 Upper fill of hard standing to S of Structure B.  Same as (1001), with 

angular and sub-angular cobbles and pebbles strewn over it. 
1044 4 Possible field bank or revetting wall at base of mound to W of main 

settlement.  Sub-angular and sub-rounded large cobbles and boulders. 
1045 A Possible hearth.  Sub-rounded and sub-angular small to medium cobbles 

set in a circle, next to (1038). 
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Appendix 12:  Lochan Torr na Nighinn Drawings Register 
 
Drawing 
No 

Sheet 
No 

Section / Plan 
/ Elevation 

Scale Description 

1 1 Section 1:20 (1000), (1001) & natural in sondage in Tr. 3 
2 1 Plan 1:20 Pre-excavation plan of (1001) and (1002) 
3 2 Plan 1:20 Post-excavation overlay of Tr. 3, showing (1000), 

(1002) and (1003) 
4 2 Section 1:20 E facing section of Tr. 3, showing (1000), (1001), 

(1002) and (1004) 
5 3 & 4 Plan 1:20 Pre-ex plan of Tr. 2 
6 4 Section 1:10 E facing section of (1012) 
7 4 Section 1:10 ENE facing section of posthole (1007) 
8 4 Section  1:20 E facing section of path / drain (1011) 
9 4 Section 1:20 W facing section of path / drain (1011) 
10 4 Section  1:20 Terminal section of path / drain (1011) 
11 1 Section 1:20 N facing section of baulk in Tr. 2 
12 5 Elevation 1:20 E facing external elevation of Structure A (1013) 
13 6 (a & 

b) 
Plan 1:20 Structure A with paving revealed 

14 7 Elevation 1:20 S facing exterior elevation of Structure A (1013) 
15 8 Elevation 1:20 S facing exterior elevation of Structure B (1021) 
16 9 Elevation 1:20 W facing interior elevation of Structure A (1014) 
17 10 Elevation 1:20 S facing interior elevation of Structure A (1014) 
18 7 Elevation 1:20 N facing interior elevation of Structure A (1014) 
19 10 Elevation 1:20 E facing interior elevation of Structure A (1014) 
20 11 Elevation 1:20 N facing elevation of interior wall (1017) in 

Structure A 
21 12 Elevation 1:20 N facing exterior elevation of Structure A (1013) 
22 13 Plan 1:20 Structure B plan 
23 14 Elevation 1:20 N facing external elevation of  Structure B 
24 15 (a & 

b) 
Plan 1:20 Pre-ex plan of Tr. 1 

25 15 b Section 1:10 S facing section of (1026) 
26 14 Elevation 1:20 E facing external elevation of Structure B 
27 14 Elevation 1:20 W facing external elevation of Structure B 
28 16 Plan 1:20 Intermediate plan of stones (1022) 
29 17 Plan 1:20 Pre-excavation plan of drain (?) (1027) 
30 18 Plan 1:20 Post-excavation plan of linear stones setting 

(1027) 
31 17 Elevation 1:20 W facing exterior elevation of Structure A (1014) 
32 18 Section 1:20 N facing baulk in Structure A showing depth of 

(1000) 
33 19 Section 1:10 NE facing section of stones (1022) 
34 20 (a & 

b) 
Plan 1:20 Plan of hard standing (1039) 

35 21 Elevation 1:20 E facing interior elevation of Structure B 
36 21 Elevation 1:20 W facing interior elevation of Structure B 
37 21 Elevation 1:20 S facing interior elevation of Structure B 
38 22 Elevation 1:20 N facing interior elevation of Structure B 
39 20 b Section 1:20 S facing section of sondage through hard standing 

(1039) 
40 23 Plan 1:20 Pre-excavation plan of flagstones (1006) in Tr. 2 
41 23 Section 1:20 S facing section through flagstones (1006) in Tr. 

2 
42 22 Section 1:20 E facing section of drain (1039) through doorway 

of Structure A 
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43 22 Section 1:20 N facing section through E wall of Structure A 
44 24 Plan 1:20 Plan of drain (1030) running from interior of 

Structure A into (1010) 
45 25 (a & 

b) 
Plan 1:20 Overlay of Structure A showing sections through 

(1030) and plan of hearth (1045) 
 
 
 
Appendix 13:  Lochan Torr na Nighinn Samples Register 
 
Sample 

No. 
Trench / 

Structure No. 
Context No. Description Sample Size 

(Litres) 
1 3 1001 Possible garden soil 12 
2 2 1012 Patch of burning within possible hearth area 6 
3 2 1010 Dark greyish brown soil, “kale yard” 6 
4 2 1004 Base of possible path / drain 6 
5 2 1010 Dark greyish brown soil, “kale yard” 6 
6 Structure A 1019 Drain fill 6 
7 Structure A 1019 Clay lens within drain 0.5 
8 Structure B 1024 Possible floor layer (middle of structure) 6 
9 Structure B 1024 Possible floor layer (SE corner) 6 
10 Structure B 1024 Possible floor layer (NE corner) 6 
11 1 1026 Spread of possible burning 6 
12 Structure A 1040 Layer below flagstones (1016) 6 
13 3  1001 From below flagstones (1006) 6 
 
 
 
Appendix 14:  Lochan Torr na Nighinn Photographic Register 
 

Film / 
Shot 

Description Taken 
From 

Conditions 

Film 1    
1 Registration shot - - 
2 – 3 S facing section of sondage in Tr. 3 S Sunny 
4 – 5 General shot of Tr. 3 after topsoil removal, exposing 

(1001) 
S Sunny 

6  Wasted shot - - 
7 – 8 Pre-excavation shot of (1002) W Sunny 
9 – 10 Post-excavation shot of Tr. 3 after removal of (1001), 

also showing section of (1002) and (1003) 
S Sunny 

11 – 12 Tr. 3, showing dark stain (1004) – possible drain W Sunny 
13 – 14 Tr. 3, E facing section of (1002) E Sunny 
15 – 16 Tr. 3, southern end, east facing baulk showing (1001) & 

(1002) 
E Sunny 

17 – 18 Tr. 3, middle section, east facing baulk showing (1001) 
& (1002) 

E Sunny 

19 – 20 Tr. 2, post excavation shots of (1005) & (1012) E Sunny 
21 – 22 Tr. 2, general shot after cleaning NW Sunny 
23 – 24 Tr. 2, general shot after cleaning N Sunny 
25 – 26 Tr. 2, general shot after cleaning S Sunny 
27 – 28 Tr. 2, general shot after cleaning E Sunny 
29 – 30 Tr. 2, general shot after cleaning W Sunny 
31 – 32 Tr. 2, general shot after cleaning NE Sunny 
33 – 34 Tr. 2, possible path or drain (1004) pre-excavation SW Sunny 
35 – 36 Tr. 2, possible paved area (1006) pre-excavation NW Sunny 
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Film 2    
1 – 2 Registration shot - - 
3 – 4 Tr. 2, possible posthole (1007) pre-excavation S (plan 

shot) 
Sunny 

5 – 6 Tr. 2, (1008) post cleaning S (plan 
shot) 

Sunny 

7 – 8 Tr. 2, (1009) post cleaning S (plan 
shot) 

Sunny 

9 – 10 Tr. 2, (1010) post cleaning S (plan 
shot) 

Sunny 

11 – 12 Tr. 2, (1011) post cleaning S (plan 
shot) 

Sunny 

13 - 14 Tr. 3, northern end, east facing baulk showing (1001) & 
(1002) 

E Sunny 

15 – 16 Tr. 3, shot of iron panning at base of (1004) S (plan 
shot) 

Sunny 

17 – 18 Tr. 2 & 3, general shot after cleaning SW Sunny 
19 – 20 Working shots W Sunny 
21 – 23 Shots of flooded site - Wet 
24 – 25 W external wall of Structure A (1013), N part W Bright 
26 – 27 W external wall of Structure A (1013), middle part W Bright 
28 – 29 W external wall of Structure A (1013), S part W Bright 
30 – 31 N external wall of Structure A (1013) N Bright 
32 – 33 E facing section of hearth (1005) E Sunny 
34 – 35 E facing section through “kale yard” (1010) E Sunny 
36 – 37 N facing baulk of Tr. 2, W end, showing relationship 

with (1010) 
N Sunny 

Film 3    
1 Registration shot - - 
2 – 3 Plan shot of (1010) showing position of sections E Sunny 
4 – 5 E facing section of posthole (1007) E Sunny 
6 – 7 SE facing section of possible path cut (1011) SE Sunny 
8 – 9 Tr. 1, general shot, cleaned up pre-excavation E Sunny 
10 – 11 Pre-excavation plan shot of stone spread (1022) in Tr. 1 E Sunny 
12 – 13 N facing interior wall of Structure A (1014) N Sunny 
14 – 15 S facing exterior wall of Structure A (1013) S Sunny 
16 – 17 Pre-excavation plan shot of drain (1019) within Structure 

A 
SE Sunny 

18 – 19 Drain (1019) in Structure A during excavation showing 
stone lining 

SE Sunny 

20 – 21 General shot of Structure A  N Overcast 
22 – 23 Detail of paving (1016) within Structure A E Overcast 
24 – 25 Pre-excavation plan of burnt spread (1026) S Overcast 
26 – 27 General shot of Structure B  Overcast 
28 – 29 Stone spread (1022) during excavation NE Sunny 
30 – 31 Plan shot of Tr. 4 showing relationship of Str A & C E Overcast 
32 – 33 Crude paving (1039) outside Str A in Tr. 2, pre-exc N Overcast 
34 – 35 Crudely paved hard-standing (1039) outside Structure A 

in Tr. 1, pre-excavation 
N Overcast 

36 – 37 Pre-excavation shot of stone lined drain (1027) NE Rain 
    
Film 4    
1 Registration shot - - 
2 – 3 Shot of drains (1030) & (1032) pre-excavation N  Overcast 
4 – 5 Post-excavation shot of linear stone setting (1027) NE Overcast 
6 – 7 Slot through hard-standing (1039) showing relic ground 

surface and relationship with (1013) 
E Overcast 
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8 – 9 Layer (1040) seen below paving (1016) in Structure A E Overcast 
10 – 11 Paving (1022) in Structure A entrance E Overcast 
12 – 13 E facing internal wall (1014) of Structure A E Overcast 
14 – 15 S facing internal wall (1014) of Structure A S Overcast 
16 – 17 W facing internal wall (1014) of Structure A (N end) W Overcast 
18 – 19 W facing internal wall (1014) of Structure A (S end) W Overcast 
20 – 21 N facing internal wall (1014) of Structure A N Overcast 
22 – 23 Paving (10XX) in entrance to Structure B S Overcast 
24 – 25 Partition (1017) and paving (1018) in N of Structure A E Wet 
26 – 27 S facing section of sondage through hard-standing 

(1039) 
S Wet 

28 – 29 S extent of hard-standing kerb (1033) W Wet 
30 – 31 N extent of hard-standing kerb (1033) W Wet 
32 – 33 N facing section through E elevation of Structure A 

showing construction method 
N Wet 

34 – 35 N facing internal elevation of Str B (left side of door) N Wet 
36 – 37 N facing internal elevation of Str B (right side of door) N Wet 
    
Film 5    
2 Registration shot - - 
3 – 4 E facing internal elevation of Structure B E Wet 
5 – 6 S facing internal elevation of Structure B (left side) S Wet 
7 – 8 S facing internal elevation of Structure B (right side) S Wet 
9 – 10 W facing internal elevation of Structure B W Wet 
11 – 12 E facing external elevation of Structure B E Wet 
13 – 14 S facing external elevation of Structure B (right side of 

door) 
S Wet 

15 – 16 S facing external elevation of Structure B (left side of 
door) 

S Wet 

17 – 18 W facing external elevation of Structure B W Wet 
19 – 20 Pre-excavation of possible hearth (1038) in Structure A E Wet 
21 – 22 Pre-excavation shot of slabs  (1037) in door of Structure 

A 
E Wet 

23 – 24 Pre-excavation shot of drain (1030) in door of Structure 
A, below door slabs (1037) 

E Wet 

25 – 26 E facing section of hearth (1038) in Structure A E Wet 
27 – 28 Drain (1030) during excavation E Wet 
29 – 30 Post-excavation shot of drain (1030) in door of Structure 

A 
E Wet 

31 – 32 Pre-excavation shot of large flagstones (1006) W Wet 
33 – 34 S facing section through flagstones (1006) S Wet 
35 – 36 Post-excavation shot of hearth (1038) in Structure A E Wet 
37 – 38 River embankment wall, to S of Structure B E Sunny 
39 River embankment wall, to E of Structure B E Sunny 
    
Film 6    
1 Registration shot - - 
2 – 3 W facing section through N wall of Structure B W Wet 
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Appendix 15:  Lochan Torr na Nighinn Finds Register 
 
Context SF Findtype No. Wt/g Notes Spotdate 
Str. A 003 33 Pottery 4 15 whiteware mug, bowl, plate etc 19th c. 
Str. A 003 33 Stone 2 41 slate Post Med 
TP A 003 34 Glass 1 6 bottle rim, green 19th c. 
TP B 35 Pottery 3 38 spongeware bowl, mug, ?stoneware  19th c. 
TP B 35 Clay pipe 1 1 bowl frag 
TP C 36 Pottery 17 84 industrial slipware bowl 19th c. 
1000  Pottery 11 84 slipwares and spongewares 19th c. 
1000 Str. A  Pottery 16 72 spongewares, transfer printed, mocha ware 

etc. 
19th c. 

1000 Str. A  Stone 1 373 slate Post Med 
1000 Str. A  Fe 1 567 hammerhead Post Med 
1000 Str. A  Fe 1 53 thick triangular sheet fragment 
1000 Str. B  Fe 1 2424 pick axe head Post Med 
1000 Str. B  Fe 4 1355 fragments of cast cauldron Post Med 
1001  Pottery 2 12 spongeware and hand-painted  19th c. 
1010  Pottery 6 40 spongewares etc 19th c. 
1010  Bone 2 1 heavily calcined rib and unident frag 
1011  Pottery 3 9 whiteware 19th c. 
1011  Clay pipe 1 6 bowl 19th c. 
1011  Bone 1 1 tiny calcined frag 
1022  Pottery 44 112 mainly one hand-painted bowl and a small 

frag of redware 
19th c. 

1024 Str. B  Pottery 5 28 whiteware 19th c. 
1034 Str. B  Pottery 25 106 pearlware bowl 19th c. 
1039  Pottery 1 3 whiteware 19th c. 
1039  Charcoal 1  
 




